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MAIJOR CITIES CHIEFS

Mr. Jose Cerda
The White Hon__xse

Mark G. Spurrie
Legisiative Liais

July 29, 1997

Encryption Letter

TOTAL PAGES: 2

For your information, the Major Citié'Chlefs Association has forwarded the
attached encryption letter to the following individuals:

The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.
_LThe Hon.
The Hon.
The Hon.

4

John A. Bochner - Republican Conference Chairman
Wendell H. Ford - Minority Whip

Tom Daschie - Minority Leader

Connte Mack - Republican Conference Chairman
Don Nickles - Majority Whip

Albert Gore, Jr. - Senate President

Trent Lott - Majority Leader

Vic Fazio - Democratic Caucus Chairman

David E. Bonlor - Minority Whip

Richard A. Gephsrdt - Minority Leader

Tom DeLay - Majority Whip

Richard Armey - Majority Leader

Newt Gingrich - Speaker of the House

Orrin G. Hatch - Chairman Judiciary Committee
Henry J. Hyde - Chairman, Judiciary Committee
Thomas J. Bliley, Jr. - Chairman, Commerce Committee

gl

C/O Chicago Police D_epartmem, 1121 S. State Street, Sulte 401, Chicago, lllinols 60605
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19:28 416-887-4933 LEGAL DIV BCO

MAJOR CITIES CHIEFS

July 24, 1997

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch
Chairmaan, Judiciary Committee

531 Senate Hart Office Building
Constitudon & Delaware Avenues, NE
Washingtoo, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Major Cities Chiefs is a professional association of police executives
representing the largest jurisdictions in the United: States. The association

provides a forum for urban police chiefs, sheriffs and other law enforcement chief

executives to discuss common problems associated with protecting cxﬁm with
populations exceeding 500,000 people.

Cougress is cousidering a variety of legislative proposals concerning
encryption. Some, of these proposals would, ia effect, make it impossible for law
enforcement agencies across the country, both on the federal, state and local level,
to lawfully gain access to criminal telephone conversations or electromcally stared
evidence. Since the impact of these proposals would seriously jeopardize public
safety, our association urges you to support a balanced approach that strongly
supports commercial and private interests but also maintains law enforcements
ability to invesdgate and prosecute serious crime.

While we recognize that encryption is critical to communications security
and privacy and that commercial interests are at stake, we all agree that without
adequate legisiation, l]aw enforcement across the coimtw will be severely limited
in Its ability to combat serious crime. The widespread use of non-key recovery
encryption ultimately will eliminate our ability to obtain valuable evidence of
criminal activity. The legitimate and lawful interception of communications,
pursuant to a court order, for the most serious criminal acts will be meaningless
because of our inability to decipher the evidence.

} :

Encrypdon is certainly of great importance to the commercial interests
across this country. However, public safety concerns are just as critical and we
must not loose sight of this. The need to preserve an invaluable {avestigative tool

is of the utmost impormuoce in law enforcements ability to protect the public
against serious crime.

Sincerely youj'l';s,

—

u/‘ "fﬁ'

/ Chairman

C/O Chicago Police Departmgnt, 1121 S. State Street, Suite 401, Chicago, flinois 60605
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