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SECTION: OPINION; Pg. Al3 e e o

LENGTH: 785 words

HEADLINE: TAKING GUNS AWAY FROM BATTERERS WILL SAVE LIVES
SOURCE: Wire services

BYLINE: FRANK R. LAUTENBERG JR.

BODY:

DURING THE 19th century, it was legal in many jurisdictions for a
man to beat his wife with a stick, as long as that stick was no thicker
than his thumb. That's how the term"rule of thumb"originated. Looking
back, it seems cruel and barbaric. Today, we don't allow a man to
threaten his wife with a stick. But unbelievably, many men who are
convicted of domestic violence crimes are allowed to wield a gun.

Currently, federal law generally prohibits anyone convicted of a
felony, which is a crime punishable by at least one year in prison, from
owning or possessing a gun. Unfortunately, because of outdated
attitudes, outmoded laws, or outlandish plea bargains, many people who
are convicted of spousal or child abuse are ultimately convicted of
misdemeanors, not felonies.

These abuser, who have endangered those closest to them and who
frequently have a history of violent behavior, are sill allowed under
federal and state laws to own firearms.

A woman is battered in this country every 12 seconds. Ten times more
women are victimized annually by domestic violence than are diagnosed
with breast cancer, and those are just the reported cases of abuse.

According to a study in the New England Journal of Medicine, in
households with a history of battering, the presence of a gun increases
three-fold the chance that a woman will be murdered. According to FBI
data, nearly 3,500 women and children will die this year as a result of
domestic violence at the hands of men who once claimed to love them.

Sixty-five percent of those women will be killed by firearms.
Consider the case of Marilyn Garland of Summit County, Ohio. No dry
statistic or meaningless abstraction, Marilyn's story is a tragic

example of what happens in all 50 states virtually every day.

On March 26, 1994, Danny King came home to Marilyn, his common-law
wife, the mother of his 3-year old son, in a state of rage. But he
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didn't come home alone. He was carrying a gun. King fatally shot
Marilyn, stuffed her body in a barrel, burned it, and finally dumped it
into the Tascarawas River. This wasn't the first act of domestic
violence King had committed, only the most heinous. He had been
convicted in 1990 and 1991 of misdemeanors involving domestic violence.

However, because these prior convictions were not felonies, federal law
allowed King to posses a gun.

Marilyn's death, and thousands of others, would not have happened
without a gun. So for me, its simple; I want to take guns out of the
hands of abusers. Those guilty of domestic violence should be banned
from possessing firearms. If you beat your wife or child, you should
lose your gun.

It's particularly urgent because the courts often do not treat
domestic violence as a serious crime. In 1994, Kenneth Peacock shot his
wife in the head after several hours of arguing. On a plea agreement,
Peacock pleaded guilty to involuntary manslaughter. Baltimore County
Circuit Court Judge Robert B. Cahill sentenced him to only 18 months, to
be served on work release and community service. At sentencing, the
judge remarked, "The most difficult thing a judge is called upon to do

is sentencing non-criminals as criminals.®

Women and children are battered and assaulted in their own home, and
it's not treated as seriously as a barroom brawl. Due to plea bargains,
the batterer is sentenced to a misdemeanor, while the person who struck
another patron in a saloon is doing felony time in prison.

The Senate last week passed my measure to prohibit anyone convicted
of a crime involving domestic violence from owning or possessing a
firearm. It was attached as an amendment to an anti-stalking bill, which
I co-sponsored, that extends an existing federal law that prohibits
individuals from crossing a state line to injure or harass a family
member, if the intended victim has reason to fear death or bodily
injury. The bill would apply this prohibition to persons other than
family members.

It we are serious about shielding women and children from stalkers
and abusers, we should take the gun from the hands of abusers who
threaten these innocent victims. The bill now goes to the House of
Representatives, which should act quickly to pass it and send it to the
president for his signature.

Our homes should be places of safety and security. Unfortunately,
for many women and children who suffer in silence, home is a place of
danger and death. We need to ensure that every innocent child or
terrorized woman enjoys the fullest protection of the law. There is no
reason why wife beaters and child abusers should have guns.

LANGUAGE: English
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August 31, 1995 Thursday, FINAL / MEDINA / SUMMIT / PORTAGE
SECTION: METRO; Pg. 2B
LENGTH: 110 words
HEADLINE: MEDINA . SUMMIT . PORTAGE AKRON

BODY:
SLAYER'S CONVICTION UPHELD

Danny King, who was convicted of shooting his wife to death and burning her
corpse in a barrel, lost his bid to have his case overturned. The 9th District
Ohio Court of Appeals rejected King's contentions that a jury should not have
been allowed to hear about his prior convictions for abusing his common-law
wife, Marilyn Garland.

King, of Barberton, was convicted of murder with a firearm specification and
abuse of a corpse in the 1994 slaying of Garland, 34. He was sentenced to 15
years to life in prison for murder, plus three to five years for abusing a
corpse. He also was given a three-year sentence for using a firearm.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

COLUMN: Medina . Summit . Portage

LOAD-DATE: September 1, 1995
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SECTION: METRO; Pg. 2B
LENGTH: 378 words

HEADLINE: COURT IS SHORT ON MERCY ;
BARBERTON MAN GETS LIFE TERM, ORDERED TO TELL WHERE BODY IS

BYLINE: By DEBRA DENNIS; PLAIN DEALER REPORTER
DATELINE: AKRON

BODY:
Danny King apologized yesterday for killing his live-in girlfriend and asked
the judge sentencing him to show him mercy.

Instead, Summit County Common Pleas Judge Patricia Cosgrove lashed out at him
for refusing to tell police where he dumped Marilyn Garland's body.

"This court is going to give you the same consideration that you gave
Marilyn Garland when you put a gun to her head and shot her at point-blank
range. None.

"You say that you are sorry for what you did. If you are truly sorry, then
you will tell the police where you put her remains in the Tuscarawas River. The
family of Marilyn Garland deserves to have her remains and to give her a decent
burial."

Cosgrove ordered King held in the Summit County Jail for five days before he
is shipped off to prison. She ordered him to show Barberton police where he
dumped Garland's remains.

King, 36, of Barberton, winced as he stood in front of the judge but
otherwise did not react.

He had apologized for "the trouble he caused the county, the families and the
community."

However, his apology did not sit well with Cosgrove. The judge sentenced King
to the maximum sentence of 18 years to life imprisonment for murder and an
additional three to five years for abusing Garland's corpse.

King said he shot Garland in self-defense at their Canal St. home in
Barberton. He also admitted burning her body in a 55-gallon drum and disposing

of her remains in the Tuscarawas River.

Garland, 34, was killed March 26 and parts of her remains were found in a
drum near the river three weeks later. Prosecutors said King killed her because
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he believed she was dating someone else.

Cosgrove told King that his actions rendered parentless the couple's
3-year-old son, Cody.

"As a result of your coldblooded act, you have now deprived your little son
of not only his mother, but also his father," the judge said.

Cody has been placed temporarily in the care of his maternal uncle and aunt,
Jim and Carol Francis.

Jim Francis said he and his wife hoped to gain full custody.

"Cody knows his mom's in heaven. We're not sure what to say about his dad.
He (Cody) did make the statement that 'My daddy killed my mommy.' We're not sure
how much he understands. He says he misses his mom.'

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: July 27, 1994
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SECTION: METRO, Pg. 2B
LENGTH: 441 words
HEADLINE: STATE DIGEST
BYLINE: FROM WIRE SERVICES

BODY:

INMATE SAYS VOICES PROMPTED ATTACK ON DAHMER: A prison inmate in Portage,
Wis., tried to murder serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer because "voices" told him to
do it and he hoped the action would get him sent back to Cuba, a criminal
complaint says. The complaint filed Friday in Columbia County Circuit Court
against Osvaldo R. Durruthy, 36, accuses him of attempted first-degree
intentional homicide in the July 3 attack in a prison chapel.

MAN WANTS RETURN OF CONFISCATED $ 23,000: A Cincinnati man told a judge that
police had no reason to search his luggage a year ago at the Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport and seize $ 23,000. John Williams, 57, now wants
his money back. He said police improperly searched his luggage before he was to
board a Delta Air Lines flight for New York City on July 3,1993.

LIGHTNING VICTIM OUT OF COMA: A Warren man struck by lightning and revived by
his physician brother came out of a coma Friday. Bill Dlwgosh, 48, a high school
science teacher, was struck Wednesday afternoon while he and his three brothers
were hiking at about the 6,500-foot level of the Chiricahua Mountains, about 100
miles southeast of Tucson, Ariz. Bob Dlwgosh, 37, a physician at Fort Huachuca
in Sierra Vista, applied cardiopulmonary resuscitation for about 20 minutes
until the lightning victim was revived.

EX-FOOTBALL PLAYER TURNED DENTIST FREED ON BOND: David W. Mays, a former
Cleveland Browns' quarterback, convicted of defrauding the welfare system at his
dental office has been released on $ 100,000 bond to await his appeal. Dr. Mays
of Shaker Heights was convicted of welfare fraud in May. The Ohio Supreme Court
set bond on Monday for Mays, who had been denied bond by the trial judge. He was
convicted on 36 felony counts in a scheme in which he billed Cuyahoga County $
2.7 million for dental procedures he never performed.

MAN GETS LESSER COUNT IN MURDER OF GIRLFRIEND: A man in Akron charged with
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aggravated murder in the shooting death of his girlfriend was convicted of a
lesser count of murder. A Summit Common Pleas jury also convicted Danny King,
36, of Barberton of abuse of a corpse for trying to burn the body of Marilyn
Garland, 35, and breaking up her bones. He faces a sentence of 15 years to life.

LORAIN COUNTY MAN KILLS NEIGHBOR OVER LOUD MUSIC: A Lorain County man has
been sentenced to seven to 25 years in prison for killing an apartment neighbor
over loud music. Lorain Common Pleas Judge Edward M. Zaleski sentenced James A.
Walton, 53, of Elyria, on Friday on his voluntary manslaughter conviction in the
death last Oct. 18 of Willie J. White, 32.

LOAD-DATE: September 1, 1994
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Copyright 1994 Plain Dealer Publishing Co.
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July 23, 1994 Saturday, FINAL / ALL
SECTION: METRO; Pg. 3B
LENGTH: 318 words
HEADLINE: BARBERTON MAN, 36, FOUND GUILTY OF MURDERING GIRLFRIEND
BYLINE: By DEBRA DENNIS; PLAIN DEALER REPORTER
DATELINE: AKRON
BODY:
Danny King, who admitted he shot his girlfriend in the head, placed her body
in a barrel and burned it for eight hours, was found guilty yesterday of murder.
Prosecutors had sought an aggravated murder conviction for the 36-year-old
Barberton man. But King testified Thursday that he shot Marilyn Garland after
she attacked him with a butcher knife.

Jurors deliberated three hours before reaching a verdict on a lesser charge.
The panel also found King guilty of abusing the corpse and guilty of a gun

specification.

Summit County Common Pleas Judge Patricia Cosgrove set sentencing for Monday.
The murder conviction carries a term of 15 years to life.

During the four-day trial, King said he dumped Garland's remains in the
Tuscarawas River last March, leaving Garland's frantic family members to wonder

about her whereabouts.

King is the father of Garland's 3-year-old son. The couple shared a modest
home on Canal St. in Barberton. The boy now lives with a maternal aunt.

Their five-year relationship, witnesses said, had been tumultuous.
They said King had become despondent and then angry over a relationship
Garland had developed with another man. He said she came home and picked a fight

with him.

Assistant Summit County Prosecutor Lynne Lambert said Garland disappeared
March 26.

King reported the 35-year-old woman missing that same day, telling police he
had not seen her, she said.

When a partially burned 55-gallon drum was found on April 11, it contained
tiny fragments of Garland's body, Lambert said.

T
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Later, King told a friend that police who were searching for Garland were
looking in the wrong places, Lambert said.
King was later arrested and charged with aggravated murder.

Jurors rejected contentions by defense lawyer Kerry O'Brien that King had
killed in self-defense. He said King had previously been wounded when Garland
came at him with a knife.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: July 24, 1994
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Copyright 1994 Plain Dealer Publishing Co.
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July 21, 1994 Thursday, FINAL / MEDINA / SUMMIT
SECTION: METRO; Pg. 2B
LENGTH: 390 words

HEADLINE: DEFENSE ADMITS TO KILLING ;
BUT LAWYER SAYS MAN ACTED IN SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST LOVER

BYLINE: By DEBRA DENNIS; PLAIN DEALER REPORTER
DATELINE: AKRON

BODY:

A prosecutor painted a grim picture in Summit County Common Pleas Court
yesterday, accusing Danny King of Barberton of shooting his girlfriend in the
head, stuffing her body in a barrel and dumping it in the Tuscarawas River.

King's motive: jealous rage after suspecting his longtime lover, Marilyn
Garland, was seeing another man.

King's lawyer, Kerry O'Brien, conceded in opening statements yesterday that
his client killed Garland, but he argued that King acted in self-defense. He
accused Garland of attacking King with a knife.

For nearly two weeks after her disappearance March 26, the victim's family
agonized over what had happened to her. Garland inexplicably had missed her
son's third birthday, which was completely out of character for her, said
Assistant County Prosecutor Lynne Lambert.

King, who had lived with Garland for five years, claimed to be mystified by
her disappearance and reported her missing to police.

"The family wondered, and he wondered. Her family shed tears, and he shed
tears right along with them," Lambert said.

When a charred 55-gallon drum was found April 11, it contained only fragments
of Garland's body, Lambert said.

By that time, King had started talking, Lambert said. King provided police
with a break in the case when he told a friend that police were searching for
Garland in the wrong place.

"They're never going to find her," the prosecutor quoted King as saying.

King, 36, sat impassively as Lambert outlined the state's case against him.
His lawyer told a much different story.

"Danny King tried his best to keep his family together," O'Brien said. "He

Ti
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did what he could to keep Marilyn out of the bars, off the drugs."
O'Brien said Garland once cut King with a knife, but King refused to call
police, saying they would unfairly blame him for causing a domestic ruckus.

On the day she died, Garland had picked a fight with King, O'Brien said.

"She approached him with a knife. He shot her. Danny King didn't know what to
do."

O'Brien conceded that King "did a rather reprehensible act in how he disposed
of Marilyn's body," but he explained King acted irrationally from panic.

O'Brien is seeking an acquittal for King of the charge of aggravated murder.

Failing that, he asked jurors to consider lesser offenses, such as manslaughter
or murder.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: July 22, 1994
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Copyright 1994 Plain Dealer Publishing Co.
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April 9, 1994 Saturday, FINAL / MEDINA

SECTION: METRO; Pg. 1B
LENGTH: 182 words
HEADLINE: REMAINS IN BARREL MAY BE SLAIN WOMAN
DATELINE: BARBERTON
BODY:

Police believe they have recovered the remains of a 34-year-old woman who was
allegedly killed by her live-in boyfriend last month and burned in a barrel.

Lt. Ray Todd said police found a 55-gallon drum Wednesday night that
contained what they believe to be some bone fragments of Marilyn Garland. The
fragments have been sent to the Summit County coroner's office to verify that
they are Garland's.

The barrel was found by an employee of a business about 1,000 feet from the
Canal St. home where Garland and her boyfriend, Danny King, lived. The employee

noticed the barrel at the rear of the business.

"I'm confident that when all the test results are in, they will show it was
the barrel that was used to burn Marilyn Garland in," Todd said.

Police believe that they have not recovered all of Garland's remains, some of
which may have been dumped in the vicinity of the Ohio Canal and Tuscarawas
rivers in Barberton, Todd said.

King, 36, has been charged with aggravated murder. He is scheduled for a
preliminary hearing at 1 p.m. Monday in Barberton Municipal Court.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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APPEALS COURT UPHOLDS MURDER CONVICTION
Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Thursday August 31, 1995
Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: C7

Word Count: 142

MEMO:
IN THE REGION / METRO BRIEF

TEXT:

AKRON - The 9th District Court of Appeals has upheld the murder conviction
of Danny R. King of Barberton in the March 1994 shooting death of his
live-in girlfriend, Marilyn Garland.

King was convicted of shooting Garland, then burning her body in a
barrel, crushing the bones and throwing the remains in the Tuscarawas
River.

Summit County Common Pleas Judge Patricia Cosgrove sentenced King to 21
years to life on the murder conviction and on convictions for abusing a
corpse and a firearms specification.

In his appeal, King, through his attorneys, argued that his two prior
convictions for domestic violence involving Garland should not have been
made known in court and that a confession to a fellow inmate at the Summit
County jail should not have been used.

The appeals court disagreed and let the convictions stand.
Copyright (c) 1995, Beacon Journal Publishing Co.

DESCRIPTORS: MURDER; TRIAL; VERDICT; SENTENCE; APPEAL DENIED;
BIOGRAPHY; DANNY R. KING
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April 3, 1994 Sunday, FINAL / MEDINA
SECTION: METRO; Pg. 1B
LENGTH: 443 words

HEADLINE: A MURDER CHARGE WITH NO CORPSE ;
MAN HELD AFTER WOMAN VANISHES

BYLINE: By JAMES EWINGER; PLAIN DEALER REPORTER
DATELINE: BARBERTON

BODY:
No body has been found, but a Barberton man remains in the City Jail, accused
of killing his live-in girlfriend.

And investigators say that if Easter comes and goes without word from the
woman, their belief will only be strengthened that Danny King killed Marilyn
Garland, 34.

King, 36, and the father of Garland's 3-year-old son, has been charged with
aggravated murder.

He was arrested by Barberton police Friday before they executed a search
warrant at the house shared by the couple. King had reported Garland missing
more than a week ago, and also told police that her car had been found at an
Akron bar around that time, detectives said.

Police became suspicious when the birthday of the couple's son, Cody, came
and went last week without word from Garland. Her relatives told police she had
been known to disappear in the past, but never for more than a few days. And
she wouldn't miss her boy's birthday in any case. Police said that if she fails
to check in over the Easter weekend, that will only solidify their case.

Barberton police Det. Larry Folden said that when King reported Garland
missing March 26, he told them he considered her disappearance suspicious.
Police said their search of the couple's home turned up additional evidence, but
detectives declined to disclose what that was.

Detectives declined comment on whether King may have made any statements to
police that implicated him.

King remained in the Barberton jail over the weekend after a $250,000 cash
bond was set by Barberton Municipal Judge Michael Weigand yesterday.

Kerry O'Brien, the lawyer Weigand appointed for King only yesterday, said he

would be talking to King over the weekend in preparation for his arraignment
tomorrow.
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O'Brien declined comment on the King case. But he said he has handled about
50 murder cases in his 18 years as a lawyer, and this is the first in which
police and prosecutors preferred charges without a body.

County Prosecutor Lynn Slaby said his office has pursued cases under those
circumstances, but they are rare, with the last one more than 10 years ago.

Slaby said that most murder cases are built on circumstantial evidence in any
case. "But where there is no body, you also have to establish by circumstantial
evidence that a person was killed," and is not merely missing.

Slaby said that the jury steps into the role normally played by the corocner,
and determines that a homicide has occurred, then goes on to weigh evidence
about who did it.

King and Garland had been together about five years. He is self-employed in
the construction business, and she had been a homemaker, police said.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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RELATIVES SAY TOT’S LOSER IN COURT CASE
Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Friday June 16, 1995
By: Jewell Cardwell

Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: E3

Word Count; 692

MEMO:
Jewell Cardwell can be reached at 996-3567.

TEXT:

Jim and Carol Francis are having a real tough time accepting the court’s
decision to take from them the little blond-haired boy they tuck in bed
every night and who rides on their shoulders.

Jim’s brother, Joe, is bitter, too. Here’s why:

"I testified in a trial where a man shot a woman in the head, burned her
body in a 55-gallon drum for two days, then crushed her skull and bones
with a four-by-four," Joe Francis began.

"Then he put her remains in a tablecloth and threw her in the Tuscarawas

River.

"The man’s son was there and probably saw the whole thing. He is my
sister-in-law’s nephew."

That boy is 4-year-old Cody King.

Perhaps you read the gruesome account of what happened to Cody’s mother
-- Marilyn Garland -- at the hands of his father, Danny King of Barberton.

Marilyn Garland, 34, was murdered last year in her home sometime between
March 20 and 22.

After the murder, King, 36, reportedly bought a round of drinks for
friends at a local bar.

King denied early on that he had had anything to do with Garland’s
disappearance, saying at first that she ran away with another man.

However, King was eventually forced to confess his crime to the court
after others with whom he’d shared the details came forward.
King got 21 years to life.



And Jim and Carol Francis got Cody. Or so they thought.
Garland and Carol Francis were sisters.

Recently, however, the court ruled that Cody will be better off with
Danny King’s sister and her husband in West Virginia.

"Cody doesn’t even know the family that the court has ordered him to go
to," Joe Francis railed.

"And the family that he’s going to doesn’t know him, either.

"But Jim and Carol have known Cody since the day he was born. They love
him, they know him and he’s bonded with them."

According to social workers with Summit County Children Services who
placed Cody with the Francis family, Jim and Carol have been good parents.

But their ability to parent is not what this is about.
The Francis family claims that money is at the root of what they see as

evil.

"The court told us that Cody will have more opportunities with the other
family," an emotionally spent Joe Francis said.

"They think that because these other people have more money and a
four-bedroom home that Cody will somehow be happier.

"My brother and sister-in-law make Cody happy. I see it every day.

"Cody used to be an introvert. But now he runs and plays and talks to
everybody."

Jim Francis agrees the court made its decision based on money.

Francis -- who is a diabetic -- is unable to work or be on his feet for
a long period of time.

However, his wife works; she has a factory job.
While Jim Francis will certainly mourn the loss of Cody -- the family’s
only link to his wife’s slain sister -- he says that’s not the only reason

they’re against the court’s decision.

"We think it’s going to be very traumatic for Cody," Jim Francis
explained.



"We're the only family Cody knows."

The official date for Cody’s release to the other family hasn’t been
set.

The court, however, has ordered transitional visits with Cody and his
new family to make this next major change in his life easier.

"They seem like nice people,” Jim Francis said about Cody’s soon-to-be
new family.

Joe Francis was less charitable.

"They’re still Danny King’s family," he said.

"This whole ordeal has been very hard on all of us.

"It’s just not right for Carol to have to lose her only link to her
sister, and it’s not right for Cody.

"And it’s not right for Danny King to win again."

Whether we agree or not, the court has spoken.

So the only thing we can do now is hope that Cody’s new family has a
heart for keeping Cody connected with his old family. Lord knows, he has
already suffered far too many losses.
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A JUDGE SHOWS MERCY TO SURVIVORS

Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Tuesday August 9, 1994
Edition: 1 STAR Section: EDITORIAL Page: A6 .
Word Count: 681

MEMO:
Voice of the People / Letters to the Editor

TEXT:
In regard to the July 26 article headlined "Judge has no mercy in King
sentence":

Almost daily, the Victim Assistance Program assists all types of crime
victims in Summit County.

We are acutely aware of victim and survivor issues such as loss of
esteem (physical and emotional damage and pain); lost opportunities in
home; employment; family; friends; security; rights, etc.

While the system is forever concerned with the offender’s rights,
programs, treatment, causal factors and, seemingly, their every need,
victims and survivors are still too often forgotten. Yet, victims’ lives
often overwhelmingly are changed rapidly and for a lifetime.

A kind statement, glance or consideration, particularly as the victim or
survivors encounter and pass through the criminal-justice system, means so
much.

Judge Patricia Cosgrove provided that meaning to many, (including our
entire program) when she gave the offender, Danny King, the same
consideration as the victim was given -- none -- a maximum sentence. While
King apologized, the judge was perceptive and sensitive to the victims.

Judge Cosgrove ordered King to be held in the Summit County Jail for an
extra five days to show police exactly where he dumped the remains of the
body. She said, "The family of Marilyn Garland deserves to have her remains
to give her a decent burial. That is the least you can do for the grieving
family and your son."

It was indicated that the family would take the remains to Garland’s
mother’s grave in West Virginia.
Thanks to Judge Cosgrove on behalf of Victim Assistance and innumerable



crime victims.

STELLA LONG, Victim Assistance Program, Akron
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COULD IT BE THE POPE IS THE RELIGIOUS BIGOT?

John M. Caja accused the Beacon Journal of bigotry because a political
cartoon it published criticized the pope’s political interference in our
national health-care debate (Aug. 2, Voice of the People, "Ax-wielding pope
an unfair and erroneous depiction").

A bigot is someone who strongly prefers his own religious views and is
intolerant of those who differ. The pope condemns both abortion and
contraception. He is extremely narrow-minded about those who do not agree
with him on these issues.

As 1 understand it, the Roman Catholic Church plans to ax any American
health-care bill that does not reflect its anti-abortion position. This is
what the cartoon was all about.

Therefore, I find it rather bizarre that Caja would call critics of the
pope’s intolerant behavior bigots.

Would I be a bigot if I drew a critical cartoon about a foreign national
who demands that I comply with his religion’s reproductive choices and who
does not respect my family’s reproductive choices? I think not.

DAVID R. CROOKS, Medina
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REPRINT OF HAVEL’S SPEECH AN UNANTICIPATED TREASURE

Thanks to the Beacon Journal for reprinting on the July 29 Commentary
page Vaclav Havel’s July 4 speech in Philadelphia. It is one of those
treasures I long for, but never dream I'll discover.

Once again, I’m convinced I subscribe to an outstanding paper.

MARY ELLEN VINCENT, Kent
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IT’S MEDICAL COSTS, STUPID

President Clinton should know that universal health care would not solve



our medical problems.

It’s overcharging for medicine, medical services and insurance that
needs to be addressed. His plan would put government in charge, and we
would lose our personal freedoms.

GRACE INFANTINO, Barberton
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VIETNAM NO BENCHMARK FOR CLINTON; HE’S A-OK

I'm sick of hearing President Clinton put down because he didn’t serve
in Vietnam.

The Vietnam War was a rotten, immoral conflict.

We got into it because the French wanted to keep their colony.
The French used to hunt the people of Vietnam like we go deer hunting.

If anything, we should have helped the Viet Cong kick out the French.

President Clinton is one of the most wonderful presidents the United
States has had.

He is wise and not overbearing, as some presidents have been.
His iron-fist-in-velvet-glove approach to Haiti is smart.

Already, the ban on travel out of Haiti has cut off an arm of the
cocaine drug cartel.

FRANK KIRSTATTER, Cuyahoga Falls
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JUDGE HAS NO MERCY IN KING SENTENCE BARBERTON MAN GETS 21 YEARS
TO LIFE FOR

MURDER, ABUSE OF WOMAN'’S CORPSE

Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Tuesday July 26, 1994

By: CHARLENE NEVADA, Beacon Journal staff writer

Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: Bl

Word Count: 404

TEXT:

Summit County Common Pleas Judge Patricia Cosgrove told Danny King
yesterday she would give him the same consideration he gave his live-in
girlfriend when he put a gun to her head and shot her.

"None," the judge said in sentencing the Barberton man to 21 years to
life in prison for murder and abuse of a corpse. That was the maximum
sentence Cosgrove could hand down.

"Mr. King, you said that you did not tell the police that you killed
your wife because you were afraid of losing your son. As a result of your
cold-blooded act, you have now deprived your little son of not only his
mother, but also his father."” '

King apologized to the judge, to his girlfriend’s family and the
community for his actions.

"I’'m sorry,” he said.

King was convicted last week of shooting Garland, then burning her body
in a barrel, crushing the bones and throwing the remains in the Tuscarawas
River.

Assistant Summit County Prosecutor Lynne Lambert said the killing was
the result of jealously. Marilyn Garland had been keeping company with
another man.

King said it was self-defense. He admitted shooting Garland, but said he
did so because she had been drinking and was going after him with a knife.

His later actions -- burning the body and crushing and disposing of the
remains -- were attributed to panic and concern for the well-being of Cody,
the couple’s 3-year-old son.

The remains have never been found, and Cosgrove addressed that in the



sentencing.

She ordered that King be held in the county jail for an extra five days
before being shipped to prison. During that time, she ordered him to show
Barberton police exactly where he dumped the remains.

"The family of Marilyn Garland deserve to have her remains to give her a
decent burial," she said. "That is the least you can do for the grieving
family and your son." '

James Francis, Marilyn Garland’s brother-in-law, said later he hopes the
remains are found.

He said his wife, Carol -- Marilyn’s sister -- would like to take the
remains back to West Virginia and put them on Marilyn’s mother’s grave.

Francis -- who is trying to adopt Cody -- thanked the Barberton police,
who solved the case, and the judge.

"Danny King got what he deserved," Francis said. "If you have a domestic
problem, get a divorce. Don’t kill your spouse. It’s uncalled for."
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BARBERTON MAN CONVICTED IN GIRLFRIEND’S MURDER JURORS DON'T
BELIEVE

SELF-DEFENSE CLAIM, BUT REJECT AGGRAVATED MURDER CHARGES.
SENTENCING SET

FOR MONDAY.

Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Saturday July 23, 1994

By: SHERYL HARRIS, Beacon Journal staff writer

Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: Bl

Word Count: 309

TEXT:
It took a Summit County jury three hours yesterday to decide that Danny
King of Barberton murdered his live-in girlfriend and abused her corpse.

King’s defense attorney managed to persuade jurors that although King
may have tried to burn her corpse, smash her bones and dump her in the
river, he never planned the shooting of Marilyn Garland.

Jurors declined to find King guilty of aggravated murder, which would
have required him to have plotted the killing. Instead, the jury found him
guilty of the lesser charge of murder.

But it rejected defense attorney Kerry O’Brien’s arguments that his
client killed Garland in March because he was afraid of her. When he
testified in his own defense, King said Garland was threatening him with a
knife when he shot her.

Summit County Assistant Prosecutor Lynne Lambert told jurors in closing
arguments that they had heard enough evidence to conclude that King held
Garland at gunpoint for six hours, waited for her to go into the bathroom,
where there would be no carpet to clean, and then shot her because he
thought she was involved with another man.

After Garland’s shooting, Lambert said King was buying rounds of drinks
at a local bar.

"That is not the sign of a man who’s upset or nervous,” Lambert told
jurors. "That’s the sign of a man who’s celebrating.”

King had two previous domestic violence convictions, and several
witnesses testified that he told them he was going to kill Garland in the
weeks before she died.



Another witness told jurors that King had confessed the killing to him
when the two men were drinking at a bar. A fellow inmate at the Summit
County Jail had been able to tell police where to find the murder weapon
after King confided details to him.

King is to be sentenced at 11 a.m. Monday.
Copyright (c) 1994, Beacon Journal Publishing Co.
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TESTIFYING ABOUT INMATE IS THERAPEUTIC MAN WHO SAYS HIS CRIME
PART OF

TRAUMA FROM WIFE’S DEATH REPORTS SUSPECT’S TALE OF KILLING,
BURNING WOMAN

Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Friday July 22, 1994

By: CHARLENE NEVADA, Beacon Journal staff writer

Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: Cl

Word Count: 820

TEXT:

Sean Hogue had only been married a month or so in 1981 when his young wife
was robbed and stabbed 26 times as she worked as a clerk at a convenience
store in Akron’s North Hill neighborhood.

Sandy Jo Hogue’s killer went to prison. Hogue turned to drugs.

And earlier this year, Sean Hogue did something he still finds difficult
to understand.

He walked into another convenience store in North Hill, held a knife to
the clerk’s neck and robbed her.

But the camera inside the Dairy Mart store on Tallmadge Avenue caught
his picture. Police -- who dealt with him during the investigation into his
wife’s murder -- recognized him.

Now, some 13 years later, Sean Hogue is finally getting therapy and
trying to come to grips with the tragedy that rocked his life.

But his therapy is rather unusual: He is helping to put another man
accused of murder behind bars.

Hogue and Danny King, who is being tried this week in Summit County

Common Pleas Court in the March slaying of Marilyn Garland, were in the
same area of the Summit County Jail this spring when King decided to talk.

He picked the wrong person to talk to.

When you are going to talk about killing someone you loved, the best set
of ears probably don’t belong to someone who’s lost a loved one.

Hogue listened -- then he went to police.



And yesterday, he took the stand to testify against King, who is accused
of killing Garland in their Barberton home.

But first, Hogue told jurors and Judge Patricia Cosgrove a few things
about himself.

He said he robbed the convenience store because of his wife’s death so
many years before.

He said he just blacked out the morning it happened, that he can’t
explain why he did it although he had seen his dead wife’s brother that
morning for the first time in several years. Hogue said therapists have
since told him he was suffering from post-traumatic shock syndrome.

He has never denied robbing the Dairy Mart. He was in the Summit County
Jail -- awaiting sentencing -- when he met King.

Hogue said he knew what King was charged with, but had given him the
benefit of the doubt and really didn’t believe he had killed Garland.

Then one day, the news came on the TV in the jail. Police were seen
dragging the Ohio Canal, looking for Garland’s body.

"They’re looking in the wrong place," Hogue quoted King as saying.
"She’s about 400 yards downstream in the river."

Hogue says he was stunned, but also curious. And King seemed ready to
talk.

Hogue said King told him of arguing with Garland in March and how he
held her at gunpoint and waited six hours for her to go into the bathroom
because he didn’t want to get blood on the carpet.

When Garland did go into the bathroom, Hogue quoted King as saying, he
pulled the trigger. The bullet struck her in the head, over the left eye.
But to his surprise, she really didn’t bleed much.

Hogue said King related putting Garland in the bathtub in case she did
bleed more and the next morning got a barrel, put her body in it and set it
afire. When some parts wouldn’t burn, he took a stick and smashed them, and
lit it again.

Hogue said King told him he then took a green and white tablecloth,
wrapped the remains in it and threw it into the river.

On cross examination, defense attorney Kerry O’Brien attempted to
discredit Hogue. He reminded Hogue that he also served time in 1993 for
theft by deception. Hogue said that was a business theft, and that it was



not connected to his robbing the convenience store.
But O’Brien suggested they were both acts of dishonesty.

O’Brien also suggested that Hogue stood to gain by testifying, that he
received the minimum sentence for robbing the store.

Hogue said he hadn’t been given any breaks, that he had pleaded guilty
to what he was charged and hadn’t been allowed to plead to a lesser charge.
He said he hardly considered five to 25 years in prison a light sentence
and the only thing he was getting from testifying was that therapists told
him it would help him deal psychologically with his wife’s death.

King himself took the stand yesterday afternoon.

He described Garland as someone who drank a lot, took as many pain pills
and Valium-type drugs she could get from doctors and often became violent.

He said she came after him once before with a knife and that when he
awakened one night in March, she had a butcher knife in her hand and her
arm was raised.

He said he was scared and reached for a gun.

"I pointed it at her and it went off and it did hit her," he said.

Jurors are expected to begin deliberating today.
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ATTORNEY DEFENDS ’ACTS OF LOVE’ PROSECUTORS SAY JEALOUSLY LED
MAN TO KILL '
GIRLFRIEND, BURN AND BARREL BODY. SUSPECT CLAIMS SELF DEFENSE
Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Thursday July 21, 1994

By: Charlene Nevada, Beacon Journal staff writer

Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: B7

Word Count: 420

TEXT:
Danny King shot his longtime girlfriend to death and then went to great
lengths to get rid of the corpse, prosecutors say.

They allege he shot Marilyn Garland in the head, then put her body in a
55-gallon drum and set it on fire.

When the body didn’t completely burn, he smashed the remaining bones,
gathered them up in a tablecloth and threw them in the Tuscarawas River.
When the tablecloth wouldn’t sink, he used a stick to force it under the
water.

The reason for King’s actions, Assistant Summit County Prosecutor Lynne
Lambert said in opening statements yesterday in King’s trial, was jealousy.
Lambert and Garland - King’s girlfriend of five years - had begun
associating with another man and King thought she was having an affair.

King’s attorney, Kerry O’Brien, told jurors up front that King, 36,
admits taking the life of the woman with whom he shared a home on Canal
Street in  Barberton.

But O’Brien said King isn’t guilty of aggravated or premeditated murder.
In fact, he said King shot Garland in self-defense.

O’Brien described King to jurors and Judge Patricia Cosgrove as someone
who wanted to stay with Garland. They had a son together and King wanted to
preserve his family.

According to O’Brien, here’s King’s side:
One night in march, Garland, 34, had been drinking and was upset because

a doctor had refused to give her a drug prescription. King woke up as she
was approaching him with a knife. This time, "Danny King was afraid for his



life" so he pulled out a gun and shot Garland.

O’Brien admitted there was "no excuse" for what happened next. He said
King panicked and didn’t think anybody would believe that he had felt
threatened.

So he disposed of the body, reported his girlfriend missing, and then
"went through a charade," telling police and Garland’s family of his
concern.

But then King went out drinking with a friend and told a story about
burning Garland’s body in a barrel. Police launched a search and found a
barrel in a nearby supply yard.

King was arrested. He later told an inmate at the Summit County jail
even more details.

The case continues today, then an expert from the Smithsonian
Institution is expected to testify. A few tiny bone fragments and nails
found in the barrel were sent to the Smithsonian for analysis.

CAPTION:
Photo

Prosecutor Lynne Lambert (left) questions Detective Larry Folden (right)
about a barrel that figures in the murder case of Danny King (second from
left).
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JUDGE DENIES MOTION TO SUPPRESS EVIDENCE
Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Tuesday June 21, 1994
Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: B4

Word Count: 139

MEMO:
IN THE REGION / METRO BRIEF

TEXT:

AKRON - Summit County Common Pleas Judge Patricia A. Cosgrove Monday denied
a defense motion to suppress evidence in the upcoming aggravated murder

trial of Danny King, 36, of Barberton.

King is accused of shooting his live-in girlfriend Marilyn Garland, 34,
sometime between March 20 and 22 and then burning her body in a 55-gallon
drum.

King’s attorney, Kerry O’Brien, argued that a statement King allegedly
made to another inmate at the Summit County Jail should be suppressed
because the inmate was acting as an agent for the Barberton Police
Department "either inadvertently or intentionally” when he allegedly
solicited information about the killing from King.

Cosgrove also ruled that any statements King made to police after his
arrest April 1 were admissible because King had been given his Miranda
rights and understood them.
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SERVICE TO MEMORIALIZE BARBERTON WOMAN APPARENT VICTIM OF

MURDER WILL BE

REMEMBERED BY FAMILY AND FRIENDS AT SOCIAL-SERVICE CENTER THAT
SHE OFTEN

ATTENDED BEFORE SHE DISAPPEARED IN MARCH

Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Wednesday May 11, 1994

By: KATIE BYARD, Beacon Journal staff writer

Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: D5

Word Count: 625

TEXT:

BARBERTON - A woman who Barberton police say was the victim of a gruesome
murder once did a lot of living and learning at a place she considered very

special.

That place is the Decker Family Development Center in Barberton.

Because Decker meant so much to Marilyn Garland, 34, it is a fitting
place for a memorial service, family members say.

Such a service will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday at Decker.
The center’s often noisy gym will turn into a place for quiet
reflection.

"We kind of feel this is home and this is where it should be," said
Decker’s director, Mary Frances Ahern.

Known simply as "Decker" among many Barberton area mothers, the
nonprofit center in a former school building offers a preschool and a
variety of other programs to help low-income families. In the process of
helping families, staff members get intensely involved in the lives of many
who come to Decker.

Cody, Garland’s 3-year-old son, is to be at the service at the building
he knows as his preschool.

"We told him his mom is in heaven. I don’t think he understands the
concept,” said Jim Francis, who is married to Garland’s sister, Carol
Francis. "Three years old is pretty young to try to understand being
murdered and dying and going to heaven."

The fact that Garland’s body was never found is exacerbating the grief



of those who knew her.

Police say her body was burned in a 55-gallon drum. Only a few bone
remnants, believed to be Garland’s, were discovered in the charred
receptacle.

Nevertheless, "it’s kind of time to put a finality to it so that people
can get on," said Decker’s Ahern.

The grieving began April 1. That was when Barberton police charged
Garland’s live-in boyfriend, Danny King, with murder. If King is convicted,
Garland’s death becomes the first Barberton homicide in at least two years.

Police say Garland was shot in the head on or about March 20. They say
King disposed of her body by burning it and throwing the remains in a
river.

King’s arrest was a dramatic twist in what initially was a missing
person case. King filed a missing person report on March 26.

When Garland was not found by the time of her son’s birthday in late
March, the Decker staff and family members grew alarmed. They told police
of their worry, and the case soon became a murder investigation.

Garland, who did not finish high school, was unemployed and had a
history of drug and alcohol abuse.

She had been known to disappear in the past. Before she missed her son’s
birthday, there was some speculation that she took off on somebody’s
motorcycle. Garland loved motorcycles.

But at the time she disappeared in March, she had been trying to get her
life together, friends and family members said, and was close to Cody.

In recent years, Garland had taken advantage of a number of Decker
programs, such as parenting skills classes, and was working on her high
school equivalency diploma, Ahern said Tuesday.

Police say King told them he was upset with Garland because he saw her
in a bar with another man. King, who recently pleaded innocent to murder,
will be back in Summit County Common Pleas Court on May 16 for a pretrial
hearing.

The service "is something that needs to be done," said Garland’s sister,
Carol Francis. She and Jim Francis are taking care of Cody.
Ahern will speak at the service, as will Jim Francis.

Garland "had a tough life, but we have nothing but tremendous things to



say about her," Ahern said.
Decker is located at 633 Brady Ave., Barberton.

CAPTION:
Photo

Family members say Marilyn Garland was putting her life back together.
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MAN PLEADS INNOCENT TO GIRLFRIEND’S MURDER
Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Tuesday May 3, 1994
Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: B4

Word Count: 64

MEMO:
IN THE REGION / METRO BRIEF

TEXT:
AKRON - A Barberton man pleaded innocent Monday to murdering his girlfriend
and then abusing her corpse by putting the body in a barrel and burning it.

Summit County Common Pleas Judge Patricia Cosgrove set a June 28 trial
date for Danny King, 36, accused of murdering Marilyn Garland. King will be
back in court for a pretrial May 16.

Copyright (c) 1994, Beacon Journal Publishing Co.

DESCRIPTORS: BIOGRAPHY; SHOOTING; MURDER; CORPSE ABUSE; BURN



DIALOG(R)File 708:(Akron)Beacon Journal
(c) 1996 Akron Beacon Journal. All rts. reserv.

07618191

MAN IS INDICTED FOR GIRLFRIEND’S MURDER
Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Thursday April 28, 1994
Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: B4

Word Count: 108

MEMO:
IN THE REGION / METRO BRIEF

TEXT:

BARBERTON - A Summit County grand jury Wednesday indicted Danny R. King,
36, of Barberton, in the death of his live-in girlfriend, 34-year-old

Marilyn Garland.

King was charged with aggravated murder with a firearm specification and
abuse of a corpse with a prior crime of violence specification.

King is accused of shooting Garland sometime between March 20 and 22 and
then burning her body in a 55-gallon drum.

He is to be arraigned on the charges before Summit County Common Pleas
Judge Patricia Cosgrove on Monday, May 2. He is in the Summit County Jail
under a $250,000 cash bond.
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CELLMATE SAYS KING TOLD HIM ABOUT KILLING SEAN HOGUE, IN SUMMIT
JAIL, SAYS

HE CAME FORWARD WITH INFORMATION BECAUSE HE FEELS FOR VICTIM’S
FAMILY

Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Tuesday April 12, 1994

By: KATIE BYARD, Beacon Journal staff writer

Edition: 1 STAR Section: METRO Page: Bl

Word Count: 540

TEXT:

BARBERTON - Danny King last week confessed to killing his live-in
girlfriend and revealed very specific details of the gruesome crime to a
fellow jail inmate, the inmate said Monday.

Sean A. Hogue, 35, testified in Barberton Municipal Court at King’s
preliminary hearing that he met King last week at the Summit County Jail.
He said King, 36, began confiding in him after the two watched a newscast
about the death of King’s girlfriend, Marilyn Marie Garland, 34.

Hogue, in jail on an aggravated robbery charge, is no stranger to
violent crime. Hogue’s wife, Sandy Jo, was stabbed to death in 1981 during
a store robbery.

Hogue said he was not offered a reduced sentence for supplying police
with information.

Hogue said he decided to come forward because he sympathizes with
Garland’s family: "My wife was murdered 13 years ago. I know what my family
went through."

Barberton police believe that bone fragments found in a 55-gallon drum
last week are those of Garland.

King was charged with aggravated murder April 1 after another man told
police that King had confessed he shot Garland in the head.

The man, Joe Francis, who was related to Garland by marriage, also told
police that King had said he put Garland’s body in a drum, burned it and
disposed of the remains in the Ohio & Erie Canal.

But Hogue recently gave police further key details.

At Monday’s hearing Hogue told Barberton law director Marty Bodnar that



King told him in jail last week that he threw the gun in a storm sewer on
Manchester Road in Akron.

Barberton Lt. Ray Todd said Monday that police have recovered a handgun
from that storm sewer "that we believe Danny King used to kill Marilyn
Garland."

Also, Hogue testified that King told him he put the remains in the
Tuscarawas River, not the Ohio & Erie Canal, and put the drum near the
couple’s Canal Street home.

Police are asking anyone who may have spotted a tarp or cloth, which
could contain more bone fragments, near the Tuscarawas River to contact
Barberton police at 848-6703.

Hogue and Francis testified that King had told them the couple’s
3-year-old son, Cody, was in the home when the killing occurred.

The gunshot awakened Cody, King reportedly told Hogue. King said he told
Cody that he and Garland had gotten into a fight and the sound was Garland
slamming the door.

King told Francis that he burned the body over a two-day period. Hogue
said King said he burned the body near the isolated house.

Hogue and Francis both said that King had told them he was upset with
Garland because he had seen her with another man at the Main Street Saloon
in Akron on March 20 -- the day King allegedly killed Garland.

Francis said that King had confessed to him while the two were drinking
beer at a Barberton bar March 31, and King was arrested the next day. King
reported Garland missing to police March 26.

After listening to the testimony, Judge Michael Wiegand sent the case to
Summit County grand jury to consider whether there is enough evidence to
indict King.

King remains in Summit County Jail on a $250,000 bond.
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POLICE THINK DRUM HELD WOMAN’S BODY CONTAINER FOUND NEAR
CANAL STREET IN '

BARBERTON

Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Friday April 8, 1994

By: CHERYL CURRY, Beacon Journal staff writer
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Word Count: 307

TEXT:

BARBERTON - Police have found a 55-gallon drum they believe was used to
dispose of the body of a 34-year-old woman who has been missing for nearly
three weeks.

"I'm confident it will show to be the drum that was used in the burning
of Marilyn Garland’s body," said Police Lt. Ray Todd.

Police said they found the drum Wednesday night in a grassy area behind
a business 1,200 to 1,500 feet from the isolated house on Canal Street
where Garland lived with her boyfriend, Danny King.

King was charged with aggravated murder last Friday after an informant
told police that King said he shot Garland in the head, burned her body in
a drum and disposed of the remains in the Ohio & Erie Canal.

Todd would not comment on what was in the drum, but said most of the
contents were turned over to the Summit County coroner for analysis. The
remaining contents were given to the state fire marshal’s office and the
Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation, Todd said.

Officials with the coroner’s office said Thursday they are still
examining the contents "to determine whether or not it is human remains."

Police, who since Monday have been searching the canal near the couple’s
home, said they plan to keep looking today.

"We’re continuing our search for the weapon and for more evidence in
this case," Todd said.

King reported Garland missing to police on March 26, saying he feared
something may have happened to her. He told police Garland left their house
the evening of March 20 and had not returned.



Police interest in what initially was a missing-person case heightened
after the couple’s 3-year-old son’s birthday came and went with no word
from Garland. King is being held in the Barberton City Jail.
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POLICE SEARCH WATER FOR SLAYING VICTIM
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BARBERTON - Police continued searching the Ohio & Erie Canal and Tuscarawas
River on Tuesday for the body of a 34-year-old woman they suspect was
killed by her companion. '

No body has been found, and police are now asking that anyone who has
seen a 55-gallon drum in the Akron-Canton area call Barberton police at
848-6703.

Danny King, 36, of Barberton, was arrested Friday and charged with
aggravated murder in the death of Marilyn Marie Garland.

Police unsuccessfully searched the couple’s Canal Street home and began
the water search Monday. An informant has told police that King said he
shot Garland in the head, then placed her body in a drum, burned it and
disposed of the remains in the Ohio & Erie Canal.
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MISSING MOM BELIEVED DEAD; BODY IS SOUGHT HER LIVE-IN BOYFRIEND
ALLEGEDLY

SAID HE KILLED HER
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By: KATIE BYARD, Beacon Journal staff writer
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TEXT:

BARBERTON - Danny King told someone that he shot his girlfriend in the head
then placed her body in a 55-gallon drum, burned it and disposed of the
remains in the Ohio & Erie Canal, according to a police document.

That person apparently spoke to police Thursday night, and King was
arrested Friday morning on a charge of aggravated murder in the death of
Marilyn Marie Garland, 34.

King, 36, who lived with Garland at an isolated house on Canal Street in
front of the canal, was on his way to a construction job when he was

arrested.
In the affidavit, the informant said that King told him he shot Garland

on March 20.

It was about a week later, on March 26, that King reported Garland
missing to police, saying that he feared something may have happened to
her. He told police that Garland had left the house the evening of March 20
and had not returned. King is the father of Garland’s 3-year-old son Cody.

Monday, police searched for remains of the 5-foot-3, 110-pound woman
along the canal near the single-story home on Canal Street where the couple
lived.

Police Lt. Ray Todd said Monday afternoon that so far, nothing had been
found.

Canal gates, used for flood control, were opened to lower the canal
water and aid the search, safety director Leon Ricks said. Police might
enter the water today to continue the search.

A piece of evidence also turned up during the police search Friday of
the Canal Street house.
Todd declined to reveal the nature of the evidence, but said Monday it



was being analyzed by the Bureau of Criminal Investigations.

The affidavit from the informant that police received Thursday night was
used to obtain a search warrant that was executed Friday, after King’s
arrest.

King was arraigned in Barberton Municipal court Monday morning.

A preliminary hearing was set for 1 p.m. Monday. King remains in the
Barberton city jail on a $250,000 bond.

Police interest in what initially was a missing-person case heightened
after her son’s birthday came and went last week with no word from Garland.

Garland had earlier been known to disappear for days.

But relatives told police that since the birth of Cody, Garland had been
more responsible. They said she would not have let Cody’s birthday pass
without at least a telephone call.

Family members also were concerned that Garland’s car had been found,
sometime after March 20, behind the Main Street Saloon at 1481 S. Main St.
in Akron.

Her leather jacket was found in the trunk of the 1984 Ford Thunderbird.

King’s court-appointed attorney, Kerry O’Brien, said Monday that King
has told him he "didn’t do it."

Michelle Ramsey, a friend of Garland and her family, attended the
arraignment. Ramsey said she had last seen Garland in early March.

"She came over to the house -- she and Cody -- for a while. She said she
and Danny were arguing then," Ramsey said after the arraignment.

Police have said they had responded to calls about domestic disturbances
at the Canal Street house. '

Ramsey said it would be wonderful if Garland turned up. But she’s
convinced that Garland is dead.

"She’s not alive. She would not leave her child that long. Ever since
she’s had that baby, she has straightened up."”

Ramsey said Garland had been working toward her high school equivalency
diploma and had been taking a child development class at the Decker Family
Development Center.
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BODY SEARCH MAY CENTER ON CANAL, RIVER MONDAY
Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Sunday April 3, 1994

By: KATIE BYARD, Beacon Journal staff writer
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Word Count: 242

TEXT:

BARBERTON - Police are expected to search the Ohio & Erie Canal and
Tuscarawas River on Monday looking for the body of a 34-year-old woman they
suspect has been killed by her boyfriend.

Police on Friday arrested Danny King, 36, on a charge of aggravated
murder.

The day of the arrest, police searched a Canal Street house and grounds
for the body of Marilyn Marie Garland or for evidence leading them to the
body. But officers said Saturday that the water search wouldn’t begin until
Monday.

King and Garland had been living together at the house, which is on a
strip of land wedged between the canal and the Tuscarawas River on the
city’s south side.

" On Saturday, in Barberton Municipal Court, King’s bond was set at
$250,000. He remains in the city’s jail and is to be appear in court Monday
morning.

The court appointed lawyer Kerry O’Brien to defend King, who is a
construction worker.

On March 26, King reported Garland missing to police. He told police he
had last seen Garland on the evening of March 20.

Police Lt. Ray Todd and relatives have said that Garland had been known
to disappear for days. Garland is unemployed and had a history of drug and
alcohol problems, police have said.

But police became particularly concerned when the birthday of Garland’s
son Cody passed last week with no word from his mother. Cody turned 3 last
week. King is Cody’s father.
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POLICE HUNT ALONG CANAL FOR WOMAN AUTHORITIES CHARGE HER
LONGTIME BOYFRIEND _

WITH MURDER, BUT NO BODY HAS BEEN FOUND

Beacon Journal (Akron) (AK) - Saturday April 2, 1994

By: KATIE BYARD, Beacon Journal staff writer
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Word Count: 511

TEXT:

BARBERTON - Police officers scoured an isolated house and grounds along the
Ohio & Erie Canal on Friday, looking for evidence that would lead them to
the body of a 34-year-old woman they say was murdered by her boyfriend.

Marilyn Marie Garland apparently has been missing since the evening of
March 20.

But her boyfriend, Danny King, who Friday was charged with aggravated
murder, did not report her missing until March 26.

King was in Barberton’s jail Friday and is to appear in Barberton
Municipal Court this morning.
An interesting twist is that police haven’t found Garland’s body.

The couple, along with their 3-year-old son, Cody Garland, lived in the
small, out-of-the-way house on Canal Street, a dirt road on the city’s
south side.

Police at first had treated the case as a routine missing-person case.
But when Cody’s birthday passed this week with no word from his mother,
police interest heightened.

Until Thursday night, when the case apparently broke, police were
distributing a flier with Garland’s photo.

Barberton Police Lt. Ray Todd and relatives said that Garland, who was
unemployed, had been known to disappear for days.

But most or all of those disappearances were before her son was born,
relatives said. They told police that Garland would not let her son’s
birthday go by without at least calling him.

Police said Garland had a history of drug and alcohol problems.



"She used to be wild when she was younger," her sister, Carol Francis,
said at the police station Friday. "Since the baby (Cody) was born, she had
straightened up. She was turning her life around.”

Francis, 39, said that King worked various construction jobs and her
sister received public assistance.

She said that King and Garland met at a Barberton bar a year or two
before Cody was born. King was fixing the Canal Street home, which
Garland’s father owns.

Police a week ago found Garland’s 1984 Ford Thunderbird behind the Main
Street Saloon at 1481 S. Main St. in Akron. Todd said Garland had
frequented the bar.

Inside the car was Garland’s leather jacket. Francis’ husband, Jim
Francis, said this was curious.

"We thought if she went on a (motor) bike run, she’d have her leather
jacket," said Jim Francis.

Carol Francis said King "seemed like he was a pretty good guy." But she
said he also had a jealous streak.

Garland "liked to go get a suntan, get fixed up -- he (King) didn’t like
her to do that," Carol Francis said.

Barberton police said they had been called to the couple’s home
previously about domestic arguments.

Todd offered no motive for the alleged murder, saying the investigation
is continuing.

Todd said that authorities obtained a search warrant for the house using
evidence that he said he was not able to disclose.

"Further evidence has been obtained which has resulted in the arrest of
Danny King," Todd said.

In 1988, King was convicted in Barberton of carrying a concealed weapon,
a gun.
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TAKING GUNS AWAY FROM BATTERERS WILL SAVE LIVES
By FRANK R. LAUTENBERG JR.

DURING THE 19th century, it was legal in many jurisdictions for a
man to beat his wife with a stick, as long as that stick was no
thicker than his thumb. That’s how the term "rule of thumb"
originated. Looking back, it seems cruel and barbaric. Today, we
don’t allow a man to threaten his wife with a stick. But
unbelievably, many men who are convicted of domestic violence crimes
are allowed to wield a gun.

Currently, federal law generally prohibits anyone convicted of a
felony, which is a crime punishable by at least one year in prison,
from owning or possessing a gun. Unfortunately, because of outdated
attitudes, outmoded laws, or outlandish plea bargains, many people
who are convicted of spousal or child abuse are ultimately convicted

of misdemeanors, not felonies.

These abuser, who have endangered those closest to them and who
frequently have a history of violent behavior, are sill allowed under
federal and state laws to own firearms.

A woman is battered in this country every 12 seconds. Ten times
more women are victimized annually by domestic violence than are
diagnosed with breast cancer, and those are just the reported cases
of abuse. According to a study in the New England Journal of
Medicine, in households with a history of battering, the presence of
a gun increases three-fold the chance that a woman will be murdered.
According to FBI data, nearly 3,500 women and children will die this
year as a result of domestic violence at the hands of men who once
claimed to love them. Sixty-five percent of those women will be
killed by firearms.

Consider the case of Marilyn Garland of Summit County, Ohioc. No
dry statistic or meaningless abstraction, Marilyn’s story is a tragic
example of what happens in all 50 states virtually every day.

On March 26, 1994, Danny King came home to Marilyn, his
common-law wife, the mother of his 3-year old son, in a state of
rage. But he didn’t come home alone. He was carrying a gun. King
Copr. (C) West 1996 No claim to orig. U.S. govt. works
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fatally shot Marilyn, stuffed her body in a barrel, burned it, and
finally dumped it into the Tascarawas River. This wasn’t the first
act. of domestic violence King had committed, only the most heinous.
He had been convicted in 1990 and 1991 of misdemeanors involving
domestic violence. However, because these prior convictlons were not
felonies, federal law allowed King to posses a gun.

Marilyn’s death, and thousands of others, would not have happened
without a gun. So for me, its simple; I want to take guns out of the
hands of abusers. Those guilty of domestic violence should be banned
from possessing firearms. If you beat your wife or child, you should
lose your gun.

It’s particularly urgent because the courts often do not treat
domestic violence as a serious crime. In 1994, Kenneth Peacock shot
his wife in the head after several hours of arguing. On a plea
agreement, Peacock pleaded guilty to involuntary manslaughter.
Baltimore County Circuit Court Judge Robert B. Cahill sentenced him
to only 18 months, to be served on work release and community
service. At sentencing, the judge remarked, "The most difficult

thing a judge is called upon to do . . . is sentencing non-criminals
as criminals.”

Women and children are battered and assaulted in their own home,
and it’s not treated as seriously as a barroom brawl. Due to plea
bargains, the batterer is sentenced to a misdemeanor, while the
person who struck another patron in a saloon is doing felony time in
prison.

The Senate last week passed my measure to prohibit anyone
convicted of a crime invelving domestic violence from owning or
possessirig a firearm. It was attached as an amendment to an
anti-stalking bill, which I co-sponsored, that extends an existing
federal law that prohibits individuals from crossing a state line to
injure or harass a family member, if the intended victim has reason
to fear death or bodily injury. The bill would apply this
prohibition to persons other than family membere.

It we are serious about shielding women and children from
stalkers and abusers, we should take the gun from the hands of
abusers who threaten these innocent victims. The bill now geoes to
the House of Representatives, which should act quickly to pass it and
send it to the president for his signature.

our homes should be places of safety and security.
Unfortunately, for many women and children who suffer in silence,
home is a place of danger and death. We need to ensure that every
innocent child or terrorized woman enjoys the fullest protection of
the law. There is no reason why wife beaters and child abusers
should have guns.
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BILI, WOULD DENY FIREARMS TO MEN WHO COMMIT DOMESTIC ARUSE
Susan Glick and Beth Clark

Throughout their eight-year marriage, Danell Hernandez was
abused by her husband, Alex. After marriage counseling failed and
the abuse resumed, Danell and her child left their house, taking a
few belongings and the eight guns her husband kept in the house.

During the next three months Alex harassed and stalked Danell,
who received a total of four restraining orders against her
estranged husband.

' In January 1995, alex held Danell and her child hostage at
gunpoint for four hours in her home, and later attempted suicide.
On Dec. 8, 1995 Alex stalked Danell as she was leaving Lhe
university where she worked. He shot and killed Danell and then
himself.

Denying guns to convicted domestic abusers like Alex should not
be a controversial proposition. Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) has
introduced legislation to make it harder for men like Alex to kill
their wives. The Lautenberg proposal, the "Domestic Violence
Offender Gun Ban," would prohibit any convicted abuser from owning
or possessing a firearm.

In general, federal law prohibits convicted felonz from
possessing firearms. As a rule, people convicted of misdemeanors
are not prohibited from possessing firearms, yet many people who
commit serious spousal or child abuse are not convicted of felonies.

Whether because of anachronistic laws, plea bargaining or
judicial attitudes, many people guilty of serious domestic violence
offenses all toco often are convicted of mere misdemeancrs—

.. —_—.—-’-’i)

In fact, only 20 percent of domestic abuse cases qualify as
felony aggravated assault UNJEr sStCate law, and 1t ' s not because the
vi€tims are iCTT assaults by strangers.

These offenders have shown themselves to be violent and a danger
to those closest to them, yet they still are free under federal and
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most state laws to possess a firearm.

The Lautenberg legislation would change this deadly double
standard and prevent convicted abusers from legally obtaining a
gun, regardless of how each state classifies the c¢rime.

Adding guns to a battering situation is akin to pouring gasoline
on a fire. Research on domestic violence consistently reveals that
a gun in the home is a key contributor to the escalation of
nonfatal spouse abuse to homicide.

A 1992 study in the Journal of the American Medical Association
revealed that domestic assaults involving firearms are 12 times
more likely to result in death than domestic assaults involving
knives, physical force or any other means.

In 1994, nearly 20 percent of the 4,739 women who were murdered
were slain by ‘their husbands cyfriends. This deadly abuse often
claims children as victims.

A 1994 study from the federal Bureau of Justice Statistics
reveals that 57 percent of children under 12 who are murdered are

killed by a parent. Of those, nearly 80 percent had suffered abuse
by the assailant.

All too frequently the victims are killed with a gun. The
Federal Bureau of Investigation reports that firearms were the
weapons used in approximately seven out of every 10 murders
committed in the United States in 1994.

We cannot talk about reducing family violence and ignore the
role of guns in terrorizing women’s lives any more than we can talk
about reducing motor vehicle accidents without acknowledging the
role of alcohol.

One would think that there would be little argument against
denying guns to wife beaters and child abusers. Yet when the issue
involves firearms, common sense does not always prevail.

The "Domestic Violence Offender Gun Ban'" has the support of the
Naticnal Coalition Against Domestic Violence, the Children’s
Defense Fund, the American Academy of Pediatrics and more than 30
other religious and health policy organizations.

It is hard to imagine that members of Congress would want to
stand before their constituents - battered women and children among
them - and justify opposition to this critical legislation.
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Susan Glick is a health policy analyst at the Violence Policy
Center, a national nonpreofit educational foundation that conducts
research on firearms violence in the United States and works to
develop violence-reduction policies. Beth Clark is public policy
coordinator for the National Coalition Against Domestic Viclence, a
network of coalitions, shelters and service providers for battered
and formerly battered women and their children.
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Man charged in parents’ slaying
An Associated Press report

SUMMARY: The suspect told police investigators that his father
committed suicide after killing his mother. But the man’s wounded
sister disputed that account.

MIAMI - A 21-year-old man was charged Tuesday with first-degree
murder in the shooting deaths of his father and mother in what
appeared to be a family quarrel, police said.

Lamont Horne also was charged with attempted first-degree murder
in the wounding of his 17-year-old sister, Inga. She remained in
critical condition with 12 bullet wounds after the shooting Monday at
the family‘’s home in Miami’s Little Haiti.

Killed were retired Metro-Dade police officer Johnnie Horne, 49,
and his wife, Mary Anne Horne, 48.

Lamont Horne, who was being held without bail, told police his
father did the shooting.

The younger Horne told detectives he bought the gun earlier that
day, took it to his father’s house, loaded it and showed 1t to his
father, said Miami police spokesman Angel Calzadilla. Then, the
suspect sajd, his father shot his mother and sister before turning
the gun on himself.

"He claims the father did it," Calzadilla said. "Obviously,
police believe differently." '

His sister told police on her way to the hospital that her brother
killed her parents and injured her, Calzadilla said.

Also, Mary Anne Horne’s friend told police about her telephone
conversation that implicated the suspect. The Hornes have one other
son, whom police did not identify.

"My son is killing my husband," Mary Anne Horne told her friend
over the phone, after gunshots rang out. Then the line went dead.
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The friend - who wasn’t identified to protect her - then called
police and led them to the Hornes’ apartment.

Police knocked at the door for several minutes then Lamont Horne
walked out and said, "I didn’t do it, my dad did it."

As he was put into a police car, his distraught brother, who

wasn’'t home at the time of the shooting, repeatedly asked him why he
. killed his mother.

The suspect was released from jail two months ago on a battery
conviction in a domestic violence case.
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WHY GIVE WIFE-BEATERS GUNS?
FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES

ONE OF the most valuable provisions of the anti-crime bill
passed by Congress two years ago prohibited individuals who are
subject to a domestic-violence restraining order from purchasing or
possessing a firearm.

Now Sen. Frank Lautenberg would extend the ban on gun purchases
and ownership to people convicted of a domestic-violence cffense.
Even a Congress packed with friends of the National Rifle Association
should find this measure worthwhile.

The legislation is needed to plug a potentially deadly gap.
Existing federal law prohibits convicted felons from buying guns.
But that still leaves out many pecple who have been convicted of
spousal or child abuse. This is because acts of domestic violence
are often prosecuted as misdemeanors, either as part of a

plea-bargain deal or because of weak state laws that treat domestic
violence far too lightly. No state currently bans the possession of 0
no

a gun by those convicted of misdemeanor domestic-violence crimes. CA

zwz[\,wlf’“

Yet the good sense of such a rule seems obvious. An estimated

150,000 incidents of domestic violence each year involve guns. The 4;r'(f7)”3.

presence of a gun in the home triples the risk of a homicide in the
home, according to a 1993 study in the New England Journal of
Medicine.

The next move belongs to the Senate Republican majority.
Lautenberg, D-N.J., is seeking to attach his measure as an amendment
to an uncontroversial anti-stalking bill that would make traveling
across state lines to injure or harass another person a federal
crime.

GOP LEADERS, starting with Orrin Hatch of Utah, the Senate
Judiciary Committee chairman, have a duty to either accept
Lautenberg’s narrowly tailored ban or explain publicly why
wife-beaters and child-abusers should have guns.

---- INDEX REFERENCES ----
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DOMESTIC KILLINGS DROP; TACTICS CREDITED
SCOTT GLOVER ; EVELYN LARRUBIA Staff Writers

In 1954, when Fort Lauderdale detectives arrived at a
homicide scene, the chances that the killing resulted from domestic
violence were about one in two.

Sixteen of the city’s 34 slayings that year resulted from
violence in the home, making that the No. 1 precursor to murder.

-Many of the killings shared the same early warning signs:
repeated verbal threats, violated restraining orders, phone cords
ripped from the wall.

Faced with what police officials called "an epidemic, " the
department formed the Threat Abatement Group. The TAG Team, a
sergeant and two "threat" investigators, was designed to prevent
rocky relationships from ending in murder.

Cops are keeping their fingers crossed, but it appears to be
working.

Last year, only four of the city’s 32 killings were
attributed to domestic violence. So far this year, with the murder
toll at 22, police say not one is the result of domestic abuse.

And while domestic-related murders dropped, arrests for
domestic violence increased by 50 percent fxrom 256 to 384.

"Those numbers defy coincidence," said Capt. Jim Hurley, who
heads the department’s criminal investigatione division.
"Hopefully, some of that success is a result of having sent the

right message to law enforcement and to the community that we will
make arrests."

Although the change isn’t as dramatic as in Fort Lauderdale,
domestic violence murders are down and arrests are up throughout
South Florida and the state.

Statewide, domestic violence related arrests jumped 29
Copr. (C) West 1996 No claim to orig. U.S. govt. works
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percent from 1994 to 1995 - with misdemecanors accounting for a
large chunk of the total. At the same time, domestic-motivated
murders fell 15 percent from 230 to 185.

"The way law enforcement is handling these cases, the way the
prosecutors and judges are handling them, the message is starting
to get out there that it’s not going to be some type of family
matter that will be treated in counseling. It’s going to be treated
as a crime, " said Michael Horowitz, a proseacutor in the Broward
State Attorney’s domestic violence unit.

Murders related to domestic violence dropped from 16 to 12
last year in Palm Beach County, from 58 to 52 in Dade County and
from 22 to 12 in Broward County.

Arrests for domestic violence rose by 13 percent in Palm
Beach, 20 percent in Dade and 2 percent in Broward "Throughout the
county, all the police departments are handling domestic viclence
cases different now - better," said Horowitz, whose unit has eight
attorneys juggling 1,000 cases.

He said the Fort Lauderdale detectives are among the best.

Since the department’s TAG team was formed in July 1995,
there hasn’t been a single domestic-related murder in the city,
police records show.

Hurley said the expanded unit’s apparent success is a result
of changed attitudes at all levels of the Police Department, from
patrol to investigation.

Fifteen years ago, when he was a patrolman, Hurley said
domestic calls often turned detectives into "U-Haul movers in the
middle of the night," doing little more than getting warring lovers
away from each other. :

Now, with tougher laws, if an argument in the home turns
violent, "somecne‘s going to jail," said Sgt. Richard Herbert, who
supervises the team, which has grown Lo six detectives and is
called the special victims unit.

Every morning, Herbert plows through a pile of reports from
the night before. Most are simple assaults, but if he sees
tell-tale phrases such as "ongeing problem," or "victim has a
restraining order," he puts a detective on the case.

When detectives arrest someone for domestic violence, they

often give the suspect a talking-to, esaid Sonya Friedman, one of
the two original TAG investigators.
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iWe tell them, ’'Every time you hit her, you can look forward

to going to jail,"’ she said. "I haven't arrested the same person

twice."

Herbert hopes to build on the unit’s success with a $113,000
grant awarded this month by the U.S. Department of Justice. It will
pay for computers and two clerks to set up a domestic violence
database including cases beginning in 1993.

Better records will help investigators find patterns of
behavior that previously slipped through the cracks. A portion of
the grant money also will pay for a victim’s advocate from the
nonprofit Women in Distress, who will work with the Fort Lauderdale
pelice.

"I think it’s very possible that when you focus on the
migdemeanor part of the crime, you can prevent murders,” said Robin
Hassler, executive director of the Governor's Task Force on
Domestic and Sexual Violence. '

The task force is vying for a federal grant to establish a
computer system of its own. The pilot program will track domestic
violence cases from "911 call through conviction and disposition,”
Haessler said.

"We have huge chasms where we don’t know what’s happening in
thegse cases," Hassler said. "I can’t tell you how many people are
in our jails for domestic violence. I can’t tell you how many are
repeat offenders. There’s so much we don’t know."
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STATES BUMBLE AND STUMBLE IN REPORTING SPOUSAL ABUSE
LAURA MECKLER - The Associated Press

Summary: Because the problem is defined differently, the
resulting STATISTICS are as useful as a COLLECTION of apples and
oranges

Every month, police officers around the country meticulously
compile bundles of DOMESTIC VIOLENCE statistics anrnd dutifully ship
them off to their state capitals.

vYou could call it a conscientious effort to comply with state
law.

vou alsc could call it a waste of time.

That's because many other police departments regularly fail to
report the same kinds of calls and arrests, making statewide totals
meaningless. And those who do make reports use assorted definitions
for basic categories, making compariscns impossible.

"How do you begin to interpret the data? There’'s just no way to

do it," said Nancy Neylon, executive director of the Ohio Domestic
Violence Network.

Like many other states, Ohio tries to track police response to
domestic violence. And like the reporting systems cf many other
states, Ohio's is flawed, underfurded and misinterpreted.

The result, advocates say, is inaccuracy in vital information
that policy makers need to halt the beatings and humiliations and
degradation suffered by too many Americans, the great majority of
them women. Without accurate statistics, there is no way to know
whether existing efforts are working.

nIt'g very difficult to develop good public policy and good
programs if you don’t have good data on what’s going on at the
jocal level," said Anne Menard, director of the National Resource
Center on Domestic Violence in Harrisburg, Pa.
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For more than a decade, Ohic law has required local police to

report the number of domestic viclence calls they respond to, how

they handle them and demographic information about the callers. But

with fewer than half of Ohio’s police departments filing statistics

at all, and others doing so only sporadically, the system is in

shambles.

"You can make that assumption just by looking at the figures
for five minutes," said Kristy Van Koughnet, spokeswcman for the
Ohio attorney general’s office, which administers the pxogram.

Ohio isn’t alone. Other states struggle with similar prcblems
as officials become increasingly interested in hard data.

Minnescta law is gimilax to Ohio’s, but St. Paul, the state’s

second-largest city, deesn’'t comply, said Denise Gamache, associate
director of the Battered Women’s Justice Project.

"In most states there is this requirement, but there usually
are no teeth in it," she said.

In Michigan, police use three systems to report domestic
violence data. Much of the information is inaccurate, and cases
often are not reported at all, said Julie Allen, who manages the
Uniform Crime Reporting section for the Michigan State Police.

"Right now, it’s a mess," she said.
A national survey suggests the same.

Many states have trouble getting police departments to assemble
statistics, said Jim Zepp, computer center director for the Justice
Research and Statistics Association, a private organization that
conducted the survey for the U.S. Department of Justice.

Of the 44 states and territories responding to the survey, 33
complained about poor participation and 39 reported getting
incomplete entries, Zepp said. Release of the survey, which was
conducted last year, has been delayed by the government shutdown.

Hard national facts on domestic violence are scarce. The survey
purpose was to determine what information is available as the
federal government begins distributing money to fight domestic
violence. Under the national Violence Against Women Act, each state
gets $426,364.

Ohio's malfunctioning system is upsetting, but not surprising,
to Charlotte Mann, whose former husband beat her for three years,
until she left in 1590.
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"The fact that there’'s faulty and inaccurate reporting is sort

of indicative of the mindset of the system," she said. She called

domestic abuse the "dirty little secret" that police do not want to

acknowledge. Not reporting it is a logical extension, she said.

"Women being battered need support from all systems so they
will feel comfortable that they can trust the system when they try
and change things," she said. §

Some states are doing better. ) -

In Wisconsin, Attorney General James Doyle’s office goes beyond
statutory obligations, said Kathleen Krenek of the Wisconsin
Coalition Against Domestic Violence.

"We have an attorney general who is very committed to this
issue and that helped," she said. "His department tock it
seriously."

Compliance isn’t the only problem.

Ohio’s reporting system tries to track police action in a
three-step procedure: calls, complaints and arrests.

But the terms are interpreted in different ways. An incident
that cne city might tally as a domestic vioclence call might never
be recorxded in another. In some places, a simple police report is
considered a complaint:; in others, a complaint means formal charges.

Bottom line: The numbers are virtually meaningless. If states
cannot produce meaningful numbers, national numbers never can be
accurate.
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Anna and Nestor Torres were due in divorce court at 11: 15 a.m. June 27. By
then, though, AnnE was dead and Nestor was being charged with her murder.

After 27 years together, seven of them married, Anna, 41, had become more
independent. Last month, she filed for divorce.

"Apparently this upset Mr. Torres," saild Osceola County Sheriff’s Deputy Mark
Thompson. "The fact that his wife wasn‘t staying home evenings, she had a life
of her own, she had started a new job, bought a couple of new dresses, she was

making sure her hair was neat, losing some weight. I think he just didn’t want
the divorce."

So six hours before their hearing, police say Nestor, 61, walked into his
sleeping wife’s bedroom, locked the door behind him, and shot her with a
.38-caliber revolver.

Nestor then drove his truck to the police station, handed over his empty gun
and said he killed his wife.

Now in jail awaiting indictment, Nestor Torrcs could face the electric chair

if conwicted.

/__K:/;;;en Mountain Palls,ggglgij}—————f

Long before Michacl Rivas killed his wife, Mary, he would check up on her
several times a day at the restaurant where she tended bar. On Friday or
Saturday nights, he’d call five or gix times.

"He hadn’t been abusive to her. He was just very contrelling, very
obsessive," said Chris Pinion, a fellow bartender.

Michael Rivas wanted more than Mary could give, friends say. He made too many
demands. So after two years of marriage, she left.

»

A month later, con June 17, Michael, a 27-year-old Army staff sergeant,
entered the apartment where Mary was staying with friend Walter Kunstmann and
shot her in the head. He then turned the gun on himself.

She died instantly.

He died a few hours later.

Friends say Mary and Kuntsmann weren’t romantically involved but Michael
heard rumors to the contrary.

"hat’s what sent him over the edge," Pinion said.

Michaﬁ}‘lgfgﬂﬂﬁiﬁs—e

Carrollton, Texa:

xpressing his anger and desire to control his wife.
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Police say Andrea Dandois wag strangled by her husband, John, on June 13. Her
- body was stuffed in their car and dragged to a lake on the Oklahoma border.
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"These people are what you would call typical American families," said Police
Sgt. Robbie Robertson.

Though John had a sometimes violent temper, the firefighter and father of
three went to church and never drank.

He and Andreca married in November. They were raising six kids - Lhree of

hers, three of his - a rabbit, two dogs, kittens, birds, horses, iguanas and z
python named Chelsea.

andrea was 11 weeks pregnant the day her children heard screams behind a
closed door. Dandois came out to say their mom was OK.

Dandoisg has pleaded innocent to murder charges at a magistrate’s hearing. The
grand jury has yet to convene.

~~_____.,E.f,tant;a Ana, Calil. .

The police probe intc Rosa Maria Vargas' death is closed.

With the pregnant 14-year-old and the lé-year-old police say killed her both
dead, there isn’t much left to investigate.

Police say Victor Torres Chavez did not mean to kill hies ex-girlfriend when
he came ta her house June 23 - but that’s the way it ended.

A week before, he had broken off their six-month relationship. He had stopped
by her house to talk. But she didn’t want to. There was an argument. The girl's
mother, Rosa Avita Vargas, 39, stepped in.

Suddenly, Chavez pulled a .38-caliber revolver from his waistband and shot at
the mother. He missed, then shot again, ting his girlfriend.

Rosa Vargas, three months pregnant with Chavez’e child, staggered the few

steps from her family’s lawn to the front door, wherxe she crumpled. There were
two more shots. :

Chavez then ran a few doors away and shot himself.

"We are inclined to think he was shooting at the mother," says Santa Ana

Police Lt. Robert Helton. "The young lady stepped in the way and she became the
victim."”

BUt Rosa’s sister Betty, 18, paints a different picture: "He shot her there
between her eye and her ear and then he shot her again. She was on the floor,
and he shot her in the neck and in the arm. If it would have been an accident,
why would he keep shooting at her?"

Aboul two weeks before she died, Betty says, Rosa had told her mother that
Chavez had Lhreatened to kill her if she broke up with him.
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"I told her, let’s go to the police, and she told me, ‘No, no, Mama, don’t do
anything because he’s going to want to kill you, too,’ " says the elder Rosa
Vargas.
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Mary Beth Leps had a bad feeling about her daughter Nicole‘s boyfriend,
Nicholas Spennato.

It wasn’t that he looked violent or worked as an exotic dancer. "If they

don’t look me in the eyes, I just get a terrible feeling. And this one would not
look me in the eyes," she said.

But Leps couldn’t know Spennato, 24, would become so obsessed with her
daughter that he’'d follow her to work with a .45-caliber automatic and kill
Nicole and a police officer before turning the gun on himself.

Nicole, 24, a college psychology major, had thought she could change Spennato
- even though he had a record and had been jailed for robbery.

She said his biggest problem was low self esteem.

"But after a few months she evidently knew what I was talking about," Leps
said. Nicole tried to break up.

That’s when Spennato started calling in the middle of the night. Neighbors
saw him hanging about in the bushes.

"This guy was a timebomb," Leps said.

On the same day, June 12, when a more famous Nicole was killed outside a
Brentwood, Calif., condominium, Nicole Leps asked a £f£riend to drive her to the
restaurant where she worked so Spennato wouldn’lL see her car. He showed up
anyway.

When police officer Daniel Calabrese, 38, answered a call from the
restaurant’s manager, he asked Spennato for I.D. He got two bullets in the groin
and chest instead.

Nicole ran to hide in the kitchen. Spennato followed.

"See what you made me do? You’re not going to get away with this, Nicole!" he
screamed. Then, he shot her twice before killing himself.

"This whole damn thing was wrong," Lepe said. "It should have never, ever,
gone this far.

"People just shrug it off, like it will go away. But from Lhe bottom of my
heart, these girls have got to say something, and the judicial system has got to
wake up."”

Spousal homicide at a glance More than bhalf the defendants in spousal
homicides were drinking alcohol at rhe time of Lhe slaying, says a report
released this week by the Justice Department. One-fourth of the defendants were
joblegs and 12% had histories of mental illness. Spousal homicide nationally:
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Teach young people that violence against women is never acceptable.

Support battered women in the workplace.

Volunteer at Helpmate, an agency serving abused women and their children
through its crisis line, temporary emergency shelter and court advocacy system.

It is only through confronting the truth that our community finally will put
an end to domestic violence. It happens to a woman in Buncombe County every day.
It’s time for the rest of us to open our eyes.
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HEADLINE: SUSPECT IN SLAYINGS OF 7 IN NEW MEXICO COULD FACE DEATH;

CRIME: RICKY ABEYTA IS ARRAIGNED ON THREE COUNTS OF MURDER. MORE CHARGES ARE
EXPECTED TO BE FILED THIS WEEK.

BYLINE: By PAUL FELDMAN, TIMES STAFF WRITER
DATELINE: ESPANOLA, N.M.

BODY:

Ricky Abeyta, believed by authorities to be responsible for the worst mass
slaying in modern New Mexico history, was arraigned before a Rio Arriba County
magistrate Monday on three murder counts that could result in the deakh penalty.

Prosecutors sald additional murder charges are expected to be filed this week
stemming from Saturday’s massacre of seven people, including two law
enforcemenl officers and a S-month-old boy.

Court papers released Monday appeared to confirm authorities’ initial
contention that the bloody rampage was the culmination of a domestic dispute.

According to the documents, one of Abeyta‘’s alleged victims -- an estranged

girlfriend -- had days earlier won a court‘gggg;_to Keep him from bothering her.
She had told a judge that he had shof AT her.

Also arraigned Monday on lesser felony charges stemming from the massacre
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were two of Abeyta’s sisters, Dora, 35, and Sandra, 19. Dora was charged with
attemptad murder. Sandra was charged with aggravated battery.
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Abeyta, 28, a self-employed carpenter from nearby Chimayo, appeared somber as
Magistrate Richard C. Martinez ordered him to be held without bail and urged
Abeyta "to reflect on the lives" lost.

"It saddens me, yet it alsc sickens me when domestic violence . . . results
in such violent acts which eventually take the lives of human beings, especially
those of innocent children," Martinez said.

The mustachioced Abeyta was charged with the shooting deaths of Ignacita
Vasquez Sandowval, 36, his estranged girlfriend; Sheriff’s Deputy Jerry Martinez,
30, who had been in the process of delivering the temporary restraining oxder

that Sandoval had obtained, and State Police Sgt. Glen Huber, 35, who had been
called in to assist Martinez. '

'Also killed in the late-afternoon attack at the Abeyta family property were
Sandoval’s daughter, Maryellen, 19; Maryellen‘s boyfriend, Macario Gonzales, 18;

their 5-month-old son, Justin Gonzales, and Sandoval‘s sister, Cheryl Rendon,
24.

Sandoval‘s son, Eloy, 13, was wounded, and several others who were inside the
couple’s mobile home during the attack jumped outside to escape.

In appealing for a restraining order to keep Abeyta away from her, Sandoval
alleged that the defendant had fired three gunshols toward her and her car last
Wednesday. She told domestic violence hearing officer Carol J. Vigil that Abeyta

had become angry when she told him he was moving out of their home, according to
court records.

After a 24-hour manhunt, Abeyta surprised authorities by turning himself in
to state police at Albuquerque late Sunday. Police said Abeyta, who was not

represented by an attorney in court Monday, made no statements to them about the
case.

Abeyta’s brother-in-law, Manuel Sanchez, who accompanied the defendant to
state police headquarters, said aAbeyta had told him nothing.

"He just knocked on my door ({(in Bernalillo, & town near Albugquerqgue)
and just said he wanted to surrender," Sanchez said.

The rampage has left New Mexico reeling.

"This has to have lasting impact," said state Secretary of Public Safety
Richard C de Baca. "We made history . . . it’s a bitter pill to swallow.'

Community mental health official Barbara Martinez said: "Before this happened
was the (Persian Gulf) war. Since the shootings I haven’t heard a thing about
the war, and that tells me something. People already are under a lot of stress,
and this is something else for them to endure."

Chimayo is a small, clannish town in the rugged Sangxe de Cristo foothills,
20 miles north of Santa Fe. It had been known primarily for its 175-year-old El
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Santuario de Chimayo church, where thousands of Catholic faithful come each year
to pray and be healed.
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Dirt in a hole in the church floor has been said for more than a century to
possess miraculous curative powers.

The town of 2,500 is also known for the red chili peppers grown by its
farmers.

Abeyta was said by authorities to possess a temper. In'the past, state policc
said, he had been arrested -- but never convicted -- on a variety of charges,
including aggravated assault, harassment by telecphone and larceny.

Tearful family members, 20 of whom attended the late-afternoon arraignment,
called Abeyta a quiet, even-tempered man.

"I'm gtill in shock. I can’t believe it," said Sanchez, his brother-in-law.
"When you get upset, you don’t realize what you’re doing. . . . He was probably
provoked."

William Diven in Chimayo, N.M., contributed to this story.

GRAPHIC: Photo, Ricky Abeyta is led from New Mexico state police headguarters in
Santa Fe to jail after surrendering. NEL JACOBS / For The Times
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March 10, 1985 Friday, ST. TAMMANY
SECTION: NATIONAL; Pg. Al
ILLENGTH: 501 words
HEADLINE: POLICE JURY TO TAKE UP DOMESTIC ABRUSE LAW
BYLINE: By CHARLIE CHAPPLE St. 'l'ammany bureau

BODY :
2n ordinance that would require law enforcement officers to take special

steps in demestic violence cases is expected to be approved by the St. Tammany
Parish Police Jury next week.

The measure, which would require officers to makc an arrest even when the
victim does not want to press charges, was unanimously recommended with little
discussion Wednesday night by the jury'’s Administrative Liaison Committee.

"I think it’s a good ordinance," said 4th Ward Justice of the Peace Mario
Ventura, who deals with domestic vioclence cases. "I think it’ll do a lot of
good. "
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HEADLINE: MAN HELD IN FATAL SHOOTING AT CLINIC
BYLINE: Brent LalLonde, Dispatch Police Reporter

BODY:

A man with a history of domestic vielence walked into a busy veterinary

¢linic yesterday and fatally shot his wife’s co-worker in the chest, authorities
said.

Terry A. Bryant, 46, was charged with aggravated murder last night after he
confessed to the slaving of Robert A. Harris inside the Vet Clinic East, at 5101
Chatterton R4., Franklin County Sheriff Jim Karnes said.

At the time of the shooting, there were about six employees and customers -

inclnding an off-duty police cfficer - inside the cliniec. Bryant'’s wife, Diana,
was working, but wasn’t injured.

Mr. Bryant, of 2738 Brandy Court, Apt. 102, was arrested about two hours
after the shooting, after he was spotted at an apartment complex near the

clinic. Though unarmed, he fought with detectives and police. He was being held
last night in the Franklin County jail.

The Bryants have had a stormy relationship for years, said Patricia Burke,
Mrs. Bryant’'s sister.

Mr. Bryant had been charged with domestic violence four times in the past

three years and Mrs. Bryant was repeatédly graﬂt€6‘§Z§E§§E%§§E§E§§EF7 but the
charges always were dropped after she chose not to Ppress charges, records in
Municipal Court show.

''She’s been afraid of him for ycars,’’ Burke said.

Things had been particularly bad this week and Mrs. Bryant had stayed with
relatives the past two nights, said Wendy Wood, Mrs. Bryant’s niece.

‘'He's mantally nuts when he drinks,’’ Wood said. ’'’He’s the nicest man in
the world when he doesn’t drink.’’ '

Harris, 27, of 4972 Zimmer Dr., was described.by a family friend as '’very,
very easygoing, gentle-hearted, not a bad bone in his body.’’

22
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' 'He always worked holidays, so others (at the clinic) could have time off,’’
said Rick Ouer, who lives next door to Harris in a neighborhood not far from the
clinic.

23
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Authorities were called to the Truro Township veterinary clinic about 11 a.m.
after Mr. Bryant, armed with a rifle, walked in and shot Harris, Karnes said.

Harris died a short time latcr at Grant Medical Center. A rifle, which

investigators believe was used in the slaying, was later found in a nearby trash
bin. '

Investigators were trying to determine why Harris was shot.

Karnes said investigators were told that Mr. Bryant had accused his wife of
having an affair with Harris, but that may have been something Mr. Bryant
imagined.

‘'Terry accused Diana of sleeping with the kid,’'’ Wood said. ’But Terry
accused Diana of sleeping with everybody. '’

Harris® aunt, Debbie Armstrong, said, ‘‘there was no situation between the
two of them - none whalksoever. :

' 'My poor nephew was simply at the wrong place at the wrong time,’’ Armstrong

said. ’'’The only thing Rob loved was animals. From the day the kid was born, it
was animals.’’

Madison Township police detective Jim Galvin, who was on his way to work, was
inside the clinic at the time of the shooting but did not witness it.

'’He was in another room with the vet,’’ Chuck Stevens, Madison Township
police chief, said of Galvin. ’’He never saw the guy, but he heard the gunshot;
he immediately went outeside to look for the guy because they said he went
outside. "’

Police sources said Mr. Bryant was drunk when police found him about two
hours after the shooting.

Bryant has been arrested several times in recent years for domestic violence
and alcohol-related incidents, Karnes said.

Several years ago in Vixginia, Mr. Bryant once shot his wife in the arm,
Burke said.

In Franklin County, Mrs. Bryant filed domestic violence charges against him
in February 1993 and February 1994, saying in the first case he had struck her
in the face, and in the latter that he had kicked her. She got a protection
order in the 1994 case, but all charges were dropped when she refused to appear
as the prosecuting witness, court records show.

From the 1994 casa, Mr. Bryant was convicted of having a gun while drunk and
sentenced to 30 days in jail. At the time, Municipal Court Judge Bruce Jenkins
gave Mr. Bryant credit for the seven days he had served and suspended the rest

24
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cf the sentence.

Last March, Mrs. Rryant told police that her husband hit har in the hand with
a coffee mug, cutting her finger. She was granted a temporary protection order
from the court.
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He was charged with domestic violence and assaull, and spent 11 days in jail
before entering intc a plea agreement that led to a conviction for negligent
assault. He received a 60-day jail sentence, but was given credit for the time
he had already spent in jail and the rest of the sentence was suspended by Judge
Richard H. Ferrell.

Five days after Mr. Bryant was released from jail, his wife filed a fourth
domestic violence complaint, saying that he poured boiling water on her wrist
and hand. Again she was given a protection order, and he spent about two weeks
in jail in lieu of a $ 7,500 cash or surety bond. But the case was dismissed May
4 because Mrs. Bryant did not wish to pursue the charges.

Mr. Bryant also has a string of convictions in Clarke County, Va., which is
about 65 miles west of Washington, D.C. In addition, his brother, David, is in
prison in Virginia for killing a man, Clarke County Sheriff Dale Gardner said.

*'Those boys were something else,’’ Gardner said. ’’Their parents and
grandparents were good people, but the boys just went sour.*’

Dispatch staff reporters Dean Narciso and Randall Edwaxds contxibuted to this
story.

GRAPHIC: Photo / Map, Bric Albrecht/ Dispatch, Franklin County deputy sheriffs
restrain Terry A. Bryant with a rope while carrying him to a cruiser after they
said Bryant resisted their efforts to arrest him., Eric Albrecht/ Dispatch,

Diana Bryant is consoled by her sister Patricia Burke, in white coat, outside
the Vet Clinic East after the shooting.

LOAD-DATE: February 25, 1996
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The President’s Challenge to Congress , /
to Pass Legislation
That Prohibits Persons Convicted of Crimes of Domestic Violence

From Possessing a Firearm QRAFT

August 27, 1996

° The Clinton Administration, with bipartisan support from Congress, won passage of
the landmark 1994 Violence Against Women Act. This legislation represents a
turning point in our national effort to break the cycle of domestic violence.

° By combining tough new federal penalties with substantial resources to the states and
local communities, this legislation has already had an enormous impact on women
and families across the country.

o Last year, all stales and territaries received a share of $26 million under the STOP

' Violence Against Women Program. (STOP stands for Services, Training, Officers and
Proseculors). This year, states are receiving an additional $130 million in STOP
funds. States are using this money to train law enforcement officers, expand law
enforcement and prosecution agencies, and develop more effective strategfes and
programs to prevent violent crimes against women. '

. The Act also created several new Federal penalties for interstate domestic violence
and harassment. These provisions provide a critical new tool t¢ prosecutors to
ensure that batterers do not slip through the cracks of the criminal justice system
when they cross state lines. We are working with state and local prosecutors and
courts 1o spread the word about these provisions.

° In addition, the Act made it a federal crime for anyone subject to a domestic violence
protective order to possess a firearm. This is in addition to the 1968 firearms act
which banned any convicted felon from possessing a firecarm . But we should go
further in getting guns out of the hands of batterers.

N

° Today | Am calling on Congress to amend the 1968 firearms statule so that if a
person Is convicted of any crime of domestic violence, not just a felony, he forfeits
his right to possess a firearm. Senator Lautenberg has introduced legislation that is
similar Lo this proposal. In fact, Senalor Laulenberg’s proposal passed the Senate in
July. We think this is a good start. dismayed that the IFlouse did not pass
similar legislation before leaving for summer recess. We intend to work with
Congress to see that the best legislation reaches my desk.

® We know that states are far from being able to implement such a proposal precisely
because many states criminal history record systems do not make distinctions
between crimes of domestic violence and other offenses.

. We know all of this and yet we must move ahead. Expanding the firearms statute
will immediately put a law on the books that can be enforced in federal court, will
encourage slates to record crimes as crimes of domestic violence, and may well deter

convicled batterers from possessing a firearm in the first place. The time to act is
now.
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Troubled marriage ends in tragedy
JANE MEINHARDT; MONICA YANT

For years, they argued. Neighbors heard them, a priest tried to help and police
recorded a litany of domestic complaints.

A week ago, Michael Tufano bought a .38-caliber revolver. Friday, he took the gun

and two roses when he met with his wife, Donna, to talk about their troubled
marriage.

They argued again. She bolted from the car, parked in a shopping center lot. As
horrified people watched from a coffee shop, Tufano pumped three bullets at
point-blank range into the 30-year-old woman he married three years ago.

He left her body on the pavement at Highland Lakes Square and drove to Safety
Harbor to seek solace from the priest who had counseled him. Tufano’s mother
joined them, but their prayers did not help.

In front of his mother, Tufano turned the gun on himself and fired a shot into his
head. When he died, the pink and peach roses for his wife were on the seat of his
car. The murder-suicide was the culmination of a relationship marked by emotional

abuse, Pinellas County sheriff’s spokeswoman Marlanne Pasha said. Tufano, 36, and
his wife separated periodically.

"This can be characterized as an on-again, off-again situation,” she said. "They
would get together, get some bills paid. Then something would happen, and she’d

leave. They had been in touch to talk about spendlng some time together this
weekend.

The couple had agreed to meet about 7:30 a.m., Pasha said. The parking lot where
the two stopped to -talk is about a block from the Coral Landings Publix where she
was a cashiexr. Tufano was a deli clerk at the Clearwater Marketplace Publix on
McMullen Booth Road.

A half-dozen peocple saw the couple pull into the'Highland Lakes Square shopping
center about 8:10 a.m. Several inside Loretta’s Restaurant said the pair appeared
to be kidding around when the woman jumped out of the moving car. The man, who had
been driving, followed.

Paul Anderson and Neal Bressler have met for coffee every morning at Loretta’s for
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five years. Their table at the center Of the restaurant put them jJusL a few feet
and & ldrge picture windeow away from the aryument.

"She was crouching," Brecasler said, demonstrating how Mrec. Tufanc held her arme
over her head for proteatrion, "like she was expecting him to dn something. "

A third witness, Donald Brewster, had pulled into the parking lot to join Auderson
and DBressler. He saw the couple struggle, the man hold down the woman with his
lefr arm and then pull a haudgun out of his right panto pocket.

Instinctively, BrewsLer slumped in his geat to hide. He ouly heard the shots.

Inside the restaurant, Anderson and Bressler saw what they described az an
p¥ecution-gtyle shooting.

He shot her twice. "Then I saw him take the last sholL," a shaken Andersen gaid,
"right to her head." '

That was the shot Larry Jones and Don Forbec hcard as Lley were driving by on
their way to woxk in Clearwater. Speeding up. they tried to catch the wdn, who
quickly drove away.

When Jones and Forhee returned to the parking lot, they found Mrs. Tufano in her
Publix cashier’'s uniform, dead on the sun-drenched pavewmenlt between two live oak
trees.

"She had nothing but « handful of hair," said Jones of New Port Richey.

At Dspiritu Santo Catholic Chureh in fafety Harbor, Father Fric Petare was
surprised when Tufanc ruslied into the church office. It was shorlly before 9 a.m.

"He opened the door and went right to Pather Eric’'s office." said Dioccese
Spokesman Tom Derzypolski. "He was vVery upset. Mike told him nect to call 911 or
he would kill himselt. Father had counseled lLim over the course of a vear. They
prayed together. Then lie wanted to talk to his mother.”

They called Rose Tufano, wha hurried to the church offlce. As Tufano and his
morher talked, DPcters left Lhe room and called 911. While the priest was out ot
Lhe room, ‘lufano shot himself. He died aL 9:10 a.m.

Pasha’ said Tufano bought the gun June 25 at a Tarpen Springs shep. He picked up
the yun Wednesday, affter the requircd five-day waiting period.

- Michael and Nonna Tufano were married in May 1991. Her first marriage, to Gregury
Druce Rouyhyarden, was in 1982 and they had two c¢hildren, a boy now 9 and a
danghter 7. The couple divorced in June 1989. The children wcre with Ruughgarden
- bu Friday when Mrs. Tufane wae killed, Paslia said.

deputy gave them domestic madiation litcraturq afLer the couple argned in a car
outside an Oldsmar supsrudrket. Mrs. Tufann ralled deputies a moulh later to
complain that her hugband wags "mentally abusing her" and had thrown millk at her.

r

Sheritf’s vecoxrds chowed three conplaints invoiving the Tufanoe. In July 1991, a

L3
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Domestic Violence: State Codes on Domestic Violence
There is a large discrepancy in state codes on domestic violence.
Who qualifies for protection?

Most state codes define those who can be protected under domestic violence statutes as those

victims that are "family or household members" which includes spouses, parents and children.
Some codes provide protection for people who are dating or that have an intimate relationship
with the abuser. The Virginia code has a narrow definition, only including spouses or former
spouses.

Behavior:
Codes define the nature of domestic violence differently. Here are some examples:
D.C.: any act punishable as a criminal offense.

Pennsylvania: acts that inflict false imprisonment and the physical or sexual abuse of
children.

Illinois: a broader definition, which includes emotional distress, harassment, intimidation and
willful deprivation.

Virginia: more narrow definition, which only includes acts of violence such as serious bodily
injury.

Arrest Codes

Connecticut defines the arrest authority broadly. In other states, there must be more hard
evidence that the assault results in bodily injury, the abusive conduct was intended to cause
death or serious injury, the perpetrator used a deadly or dangerous weapon, or where an
officer believes that continuous domestic violence against the victim is likely.

Missouri: officers can only arrest if they are called back within 12 hours after a domestic
violence scene in which they did not arrest.

Hawaii: the officer is required to order the offender to leave a household for a "cooling off"
period.

Delaware, Vermont, and West Virginia: do not authorize a warrantless arrest for domestic
violence misdemeanors unless the act is committed in the presence of a police officer.

Tennessee: requires that both the victim and the perpetrator must be present, and that the
officer must believe that an assault or battery will happen in the near future if the perpetrator
is not arrested.



Louisiana: code leaves arrest to discretion of the police officer.

Ohio: the police officer may make a warrantless arrest providing there are "reasonable
grounds" for the arrest.

Incident Report

28 jurisdictions has codes which requires law enforcement officers to report on domestic
violence calls whether or not an arrest is affected.

Georgia: requires the officer to prepare a written report called the "family violence report.”
South Dakota: each law enforcement agency must maintain records on domestic violence for
at least five years after a response to the incident.

What can we deduce from this information??

The fact that state codes differ entirely in the arrest codes for domestic violence offenders

means that creating a national domestic violence network may not lead to a substantial
increase in domestic violence arrests in all states.



FAX TO: Ann Brooks
(202) 456-7028

FROM: Fred Alverson, LECC Manager
Columbus, Ohio
(614) 469-2057, ext. 327

At Christa Robinson’s request, Barbara VanArsdall, our Victim-Witness Coordinator, and I have
been looking for cases in which an individual, charged or convicted with misdemeanor domestic
violence, has purchased a handgun and used it in a violent crime.

We have a couple of possible examples in which an individual has been convicted of
misdemeanor domestic violence, then later used a handgun in the commission of the crime. What
we have not been able to determine, however, is-if the criminal bought the gun before or after the
initial domestic violence charge. This is important!

The most recent case comes from Greene County, Ohio. An individual by the name of Darvin
Conley was convicted of misdemeanor domestic violence as part of a plea agreement, placed on
probation for 2 years, then six months later kidnapped and fatally shot the woman who had
charged him with domestic violence. We got this from a conversation with an individual in the
victim/witness section of the county prosecutor’s office, but she did not have immediate access
to details such as when Conley bought the gun. It could have been purchased before he ever
committed the initial cnme.

The biggest problem we are running into is trying to find out when the criminal bought the gun.
We have other examples, including a well-publicized murder-suicide in Summit County last
spring, but getting details will take longer than you have given us to make Monday’s
announcement. Please call and provide further direction, and give us your phone number which
was omitted from your message.

If you have further questions, you can beep me at (614) 460-0145 or call me at home at (614)
876-9418.
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Castros
China
Model

By Tad Szulc

- WASIINGTON

or 2 year or so. Presi

cent’ Filel Castro hns

beon relaxtng Cuba's

rgldly controlled ccon-

omy, inviting furalgn

] . nvesiment under high-
Iy favaradic tcrims, visting Europe
und Latin Americo to wen polntical
Support and tnakiny, lite easler for the
Koman Catholic Church. A few wecks
agn. he released three molitici! prs-
ahets to a visiting member of Con-
gress, wha took them (0 Miami. It
wus heginning to look as if Mr. Cns-
tro, who 19 6D, wus finally mellowlng.

But on Saturday, his jets shot dowa
rwu small unarmed civiban planea
‘inwn by members of Brothers (0 the
Rescue, an nntl-Casteo grovd Saged
1t Migmi. as they approachced ar of-
tercyd Cuban air space. Earlier in the
weck, security services in Havana
detained many leaders and membders
af Concillo Cubano, an umbrciia or-
ganization ol small opposilion
‘groups. which hud planned 10 neld its
{irst convention.

Are Mr. Castro's actions contradic.
tory? No, They are whally consistent
with thosc uf his 37-year reign. B is
determinud not to raleratc any chal-
lenge to-hi§ authorily, internat or

‘fod S=ule ts uuthor of cFudel: A
Critical Purtrall."”

cxte nal, whatever the cansequenees.
Mr. Casiro evidently cancluded that
the seem-nply harmicss Concilio Cu-
bano was 3 poteptial threat. Ard dan-
gercus doubis wbaut hi§ grip un pow-
er could he ratsed if Brothers 1o the
Reseue, which in e pas! nas
dropped anh-Caslro leatiets on Ha-
vana. continued dreaching the is-
land's defenses.

Me. Casire, who visited China In
December for the first tune, is in-
creasingly Applviag what Cuban affl-
clals tcil me i the ““China model”™ In
his view, Ching has come up with the
perfext solution for the survivaliol n
Tepclanst  revolutimary”  soclety:
Create 8 market economy. with
targc-scale tnreign fnvertment, while
brutally fordaing politicR] freedorm.

The twdtrack
strategy that
handcuffs Clinton.

Mr. Custro has often sald he wants lo
avuid the mistakes of Mikhail Gorbe-
chev, who he (hinks brought about 'he
collapse of tho Soviet Unian by per-
miting both economic reform aad
potitical iiberalization.

Mr. Cow.ro's twoslrack policy has
apparently been succesatul. After hit-
ting baviom {u 1983, the ecrnumy has

§ ProSec__:ut

By David Feige

pdges are easy targers. 115
alwoys unwlse and fregquentty
uncllilcal for tnem o defend
their reasoning publicly. The
judiclary is designea 1o B2 In-
sulated fram the whims of
public oplnion, and engagting
fa reerbmlnations or Jusnfications
politicizes What shauld be ¢ conram-
piative Job. The public, meanwhllc, iy
sending only ene mMesSAEC: Ignore
the 1aw and Consiltution. and rule as
harshly as possible. )

No one has been luss insuldted
teomn  (hese pressures in recent
wecks than Judge Lorin Duckmnn al
Drooklyn. Judge Duciaindn hiae heen
loudly assailed thts month over his
release of Denito Oliver, who Wecks
1ater killed his exegiriiriend, Galina
Komar. aad himself. This week, the
fudge faced more ceitichsm aver 3
similar cace, (A which 3 convicted
mon was freed only to attack a far-
mer girlfriend again. Yesterday,
Gov. Gearge Pataki recommended
hat Judge Duekman he removid.

. Both cascs ure abviously distresse
ing. Ye\, contracy to the public exco-
riation of the judgy. they say for less
about hum than they do ghout the
{atlures of the Brooklyn District At-
wermey's office ang its power to-de.
flect public scrutlny away from
them.

Ta suggest, m particular, tht
Judge Duckmun could have prevent:

David Feige is a Iqwyer

ing Judge Duckman

ey Galina Komar's murder using the
plune legal maruments avallable to
him it absurd Anyene who is willing,
lo Gie 1o azcomplish deir cnds is
very 2ifficult to Stop. Mr, Ollver's
corpre 1§ proof of his dudication to
eading her life,

When he was urresied on Dee. 15,
Benito Ciwver wWgs charged with 3s-
<ault in the second acgree and ot
tempied assaule in the sccond degree,
both felonies. The niost serious of
these charges carries manuysiory

The district
attorneys won the
media war.

mimimutn  sentcnce of {we years.
Having charged Mr. Oliver wlth .3
fatony. tne 13w required the Duatrict

Atrorney’s office 1o present the case

10 a grand jury in ordue (0 secufe an
ingictmert. Yet that office, far what-
ever reason, chosc DOt 10 go to the
grand [ury. and reduced the charges
‘b 1isdemeanors, As 3 result, rather
than tacing a miuimum of five yrurs
1n prison, Mr. Daver now faced 3
maxinim of one year ln jail. .

The case, like thausands of similar
ones Involving domeatic abuse, pro-
ceedend through the Criminal Court,
where Judre Dutkman Sies. whiie
procerutcrs trumpeced the severily

of the case (n the press, Mr. Oliver's
Tile was beng pessed off among half
& do2en district attorney®. After hav-
ing twice dented defense requesis for
a1 reductlon in ball, Judge Duckman
urdered the assistant aistrict attof-
ney (0 he prepured for triaton Jan 2¢
Only alter the District Anomey'’s ul-
{ice failed 10 arrtve prepared fur irial
on two successive days was e bail
reduced.

Judge Duckman did not “release”
Mr. Oliver. Rather, be fixed what I3
considered reasonable misdemeanar
ball In Brooklym, which Mr. Qliver's
tamity pald. In America. unz) apleals
entered or 8 Jury renders its verglct,
cizens are presumed innncent. Tha.
i 216 but (e ATost 3¢TIoUS Cases Crimb
nat delendants are ctitied W a speedy |
\ria) ond ta reasonable bail. \

While power is supposed (o be dis- I
Jelbutcd more dF less cvenly in the !
eourtronm, in the realm of pudlic obth- l
lon, dlstrict gitotneys — e sovark-
abiy have their own press relations
deparimerts — Wich remgndous
power. Busy defcnse lawyers, on the
oiher hand, seldom have Uhe resources
10 make themschves or thelr point of
view accessible o » storyhungry
presx And judges xhauldn’t. ond USu-
ally won't, comment

Judge Duckman
mestic violchce, ard A5 much as we
wish he tould, he can't stop it. Com-
foning ourselves With the ded that
these 1ragedies regult uniy from er-
ranl judges of ineffective hangmen
obscures (he facts and impodes ihe
search for real solutlons =

did not {nvent d~ l

been reviving. The Government says
(hat ul the epd of 145 there were a2
apreements with fyrelgn investors,
«ho have pumped $2.1 billlon 1nio 34
areat of the econsmy, especially the
(nurism industry.

The punitive measures President
Clintun Ras announced ore virtusily
meaningless. Preveniing Miami-H3-
vanu chanter {lights and suspending
telephont connection3 will. hurt Cu-
vans on the Island more tian the
regime, and die Joss of revenue 0
Cubit wiil be negligidle. President
Clinton and Coapress agreed yester-
day on new sanctims that would
namper forelpn nvestment. But thiy
Jegislation Is bound o anger our al
Jies and would te hard 1o defend
under internacionid law..

Finally, Mr. Castro re1dins the
~rafter” weapon. Lasl year, in ro-
sponse 16 cxiics who hijacked Cuban
coastn! vessels, he let tens of thou-
sandz of Cubans leave on ralls and
small boats = untll Washinptan
agreed to prevent (e hijackings. Tf
ihe overflights Ly Brothers w the
Regcue continue, Mr. Castro may
pursu« that B1rategy again.

Presicent Clinton can try to penal
1ze the Cudan Icader, but he should
vagerswnd that Mr. Castro 15 utierty
inflexible. Realizing that he faces no
renl threat from the United States.
Mr. Castro will conttnue 10 woo for-
eign investars ond Dar dizsent.
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At a hearing, Judge Schwartzwald increased the bond on Mr. Oliver from $2,000
to $5,000. "I see I am locking at your record,’ Judge Schwartzwald caid. "Ycur
record is actually a terrible record."

vesterday, Mr. Schwartzwald gaid: "I did it because I thought the allegations
were serious. And I thought the man was dangercus.”

Three weeks later, Judge Duckman reduced the bond to $2,000.

The judge also said he was convinced that Mr. Oliver would leave Ms. Komar
alone if his dog was returned to him.

Judge Duckman explained: "By getting the dog back to Mr. Oliver, that would
eliminate one of the problems we have had and do a great deal toward assuring
the safety of Ms. Komar, as well ae putting the dog back into the hands of
somebody who can actually care for the dog, because I didn’t want anything to
happen to the dog, either."

GRAPHIC: Photo: Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani has challenged Judge Lorin Duckman to
explain why he freed Benito Oliver over protests of prosecutors trying to
prctect Mr. Oliver‘s ex-girlfriend, Galina Komar, who was later killed. At Ms.
Komar’s Funeral yesterday, the Mayor comforted Asya Komisarchik, her mother.
(Chester Higgins Jr./The New York Times)
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BODY:
Gov. George E. Pataki and Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani yesterday criticized a
Brooklyn judge tor freeing a violent felon whc later killed his former

girlfriend at a Qucens car dealership, a slaying carried out several weeks after
she had sought protection from the courts.

Using uncharacteristically harsh language, Mr. Pataki and Mr. Giuliani
challenged Judge Lorin Duckman to explain why nhe chose to free the man, Benito
oliver, 35, of New Rochelle, despite the protests of prosecutors who had tried

to protect his former girlfriend, Galina Komar, 33, who was killed on Monday.

Mr. Giuliani said he would try on several fronts to have the judge removed,
possibly through impeachment.

Mr. Pataki called the case "a travesty of justice," saying that Judge
Duckman’s actions "raise serious questions abcut his fitness to continue to
serve" on the bench.

"For the judge to have permitted him to be at liberty on such facts is an
outrage, " Mr. Pataki said.

The case is the latest of several that the Covernor and Mayor have seized on
as examples of a judicial system that they say is more concerned with the rights
of criminals than with those of victims. Mr. Pataki, in particular, has been
gharply critical of the Court of Appeals for rulings that he maintains go too
far in protecting the rights of criminal defendants.

In the latest case, at about 12:40 P.M. Monday, Mr. Oliver walked into the
Koeppei: Volkswagen dealership in Woodside, where Ms. Komar worked, and shot her
once in the head with a 44-caliber revolver. Mr. Oliver then shot himself in
the head. Both died instantly. :

Threce weeks earlier, Mr. Oliver was jailed and charged with attacking Ms.
Komar three times in late November and December. Ms. Komar told the police that
he had placed a butcher’s knife against her throat and threatened to kill her.

After Mr. Oliver pcsted a $2,000 bond on Dec. 27, the police immediately

arrested him again, charging him with placing three threatening phone calls to
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Ms. Komar from his jail cell at the Brooklyn House of Netention.

A ju et
bornd at $5,0GC0. judge set
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But on Jan. 24, Judge Duckman reduced Mr. Oliver’s bail to $2,000, saying he
did act believe he should be jailed any longer or charges that he had violated a
court order of protection. In New York State, rhe crimes of stalking and
vicolating protection orders are misdemeanors that do not carry long prison
terms. Because of that, judges are often powerless to keep a person accused cf
stalxing someone in jail for a long period, lawyers Bay. -

Evenn 1if Mr. Oliver were convicted of all charges, he faced a maximum of two
years in prison, prosecutors said. At the Jan. 24 hearing, Judge Duckman pointed
out that Mr. Oliver had been in jail for 40 days, "which could be the maximum
imprisonment assuming that he is convicted," he said.

Mr. Oliver’'s release drew angry criticism from prosecutors, who had argued
that Mr. Oliver had three felony convictions, including one for rape in 1977.
They also arqued that Mr. Oliver had injured Ms. Komar, putting bruises on her
forehead and arms and bumps on her head.

But Judge Duckman dismissed those arguments. "I am not suggesting that
bruising is nice, but Lhere is no disfigquremen:t," he told a pProsecutor at the
hearing. "There are no broken bones. There are no serious physical injury
charges, are there?"

At a news conference yesterday, Mr. Giuliani, who went to Ms. Komar’s funeral
yesterday, said, "I think the judge should be required to explain how it is that
he works hard to let ocut on bail someone that a woman said had bruised her,
someone that a woman said was terrorizing her, someone who has a long history of
criminal activity."

Judge Duckman did rot return calls to his home and office yesterday.

More than once at the Jan. 21 hearing, Judge Duckman said he wanted Mr.
Oliver to be released from jail so he could be reunited with his dog. While in

Jail, Mr. Oliver rnad phoned Ms. Komar, telling her he wanted his deg returned to
him. ,

"He has becn in jail enough for a person who is charged with these crimes,"
Judge Duckman said. "I want to know about the dog."

The assistant district attorney at the hearing, Patria Frias, challenged zhe
judge. "If something as simple as a dog can irritate him where he is threatening
the complainant over the phone," Ms. Frias said, "ther I am really worried about
what he can do if he gets out." :

Mr. Giuliani’s attacks on Judge Duckman came after he criticized a Federal
judge who ruled that 80 pounds of drugs were illegally seized in a drug cass.

Ané in December, Mayor Giuliani demoted two Broocklyn Criminal Court judges,
refusing to give them 10-year terms and instead giving them one-year interim
appcintments. He also challenged their gualifications to sit on the bench.

Coincidentally, one of the judges Mr. Ciuliani had demoted -- Judge Eugene L.
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Schwavtzwald -- increased Mr. Oliver’s bail on Jan. 2, just days after the Maycr
had guestioned his gualifications.
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Oon the same day Nicole Simpson was ikilled, Nicole Leps was murdered by an
ex-boyfriend in a classic, if unceclebrated, case of domestic violence

LENGTH: 1277 words

BYLINE: BILL HEWITT
MARIA EFTIMIADES in Winslow Township

BODY:

THEY SEARED A FIRST NAME AND A BLOODY fate, thnough precicus little else. On
cune 12, Nicole Brown Simpson was slashed to death along with her friend Renald
Goldman in Los Angeles, allegedly by ex-husband 0.J. Simpson. The courts have
yet to daterwmine Simpson’s guilt or innocence, but the couple’'s stormy
velationship has already focused considerable attention orn thc problem of
spousal abuse. Meanwhile, on the same day, in the southern New Jersey township
of Winslow, Nicole Leps, 24, was [atally shot by her ex-boyfriend, Nichclas )
Spennate, 24. Only in this case, the killing went comparatively unnoticed, =
local tragedy rather than a national scandal.

Call her the other Nicole -- and let her stand for the roughly 2,500 wcomen
who die each year in this country at the hands of their romantic partners.
Several million more are attacked and brutalized by the men in their lives. On
the weekend of June 11 alone, the San Diego Police Department recorded 141
domestic violence reports, and at a battered women’s shelter in suburban
Minneapalis there were 36 reguests for help. All across the country the number
of calis jumped once news of the Simpson murder spread.

For Nicole Lepes, the weekend of June 11 hac been spert fLrying Lo dodge
Spennato, with whom she nad been trying to breakx up since February. On Sunday
evening she had a friend drive her to a waitressing shift at the Fireside
Steakhouse so that he wouldn’t see her Geo Storm in the parking lot. BulL arcund
7:30, Spennato showed up at the restaurant anyway. He toox a seat at the bar and
began directing obscenities at Leps as she walked by. Finally the manager called
the police. Officcr Daniel Caiabrese, 38, soon arrived and asked Spennato for
some identification. He then asked what was in the fanny pack around Spennatc’s
waiskt. In reply, Spennato pulled out a .45-cal. eemiautomatic pistol and shot
Calabrase, tne father of two, in the groin and the chest, wounding him fatally.

As patrons screamed and dove for cover, Leps fled to the kack of the kitchan.
Spennatoc quickly tracked her down. A cook heard nim say to her, "See what you
made me do? You're not going to get away with this, Nicole!" She begged him,
"oh, no, Nick." Spennato shot her in the head and the hip, then pointed the gun
into his own mouth and pulled the trigger. Wnen police arrived moments later,
they found the former lovers lying side by sidc.

Tc be, in effect, executed in a public place lent an added dimension of
Forror -0 the murder of Nicole Leps. But in marny respects trne tragic arc of her
relationship with Spernato followed a pattern familiar to abuse experts: ths
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abuse. "Thecy're nct so much in love as in obsession. But they want to bring this
woman into control so they can feel better about tremselves

Perhaps, above all, the murder of Leps illustrates just how easily any woran
can become a victim of abuse. Certainly in her personality and background, Less
hardly seemed fated to end up as a statistic. She grew up in Winslow Townshiz,
the youngest of three children of Charles and Mary Beth Leps, who until recer:zly
ran a local liquor store. Fretiy and outgoing, Nicole was Homecoming Queen z=4d
captain of the girls soccer team at Edgewood Regional E:gh School. After
majoring in kiology and psychology at Salisbury State University in Marylané,
she returned home and lived with her parents while working as a substitute
teacher at her old junior high school. Her ambiticn: to become a school
psycholcgist.

Nicole met Spenrnato last fall when she and some friends went to a nightclub
whare e performed as an exotic dancer. Spennato, whe iived in nearby Mount
Holly, W.J., was a muscular 5 fr.10 in., 185-pcundsr who danced under the stage
name Nico. The pair hit it off and began dating. But it didn‘t take lonyg for
hints oI Lrouble tc appear. Nicole brought Spernato home to meet her parents
eight meriths ago. "I told her, 'I don’t like him,’ " says Mary Beth. "It was a
mother‘s intuition.”

Only later did the Leps learn that Spennatc had a police record. He
apparently told Niccle he was on parole for robbing a convenience store. In fact
he had been released from prison after serving only three months of his
five-year sentence for breaking into a home in 1990 and stealing $50,000 worth
of mueical equipment. During the robbery he and his threes accomplices had tied
up a woman and her son and beaten the boy savagely with sawed-off pool cues.
Nicole seemad to dewnplay his past. "Maybe she thcugh she could change hkir,®
says Maxy Beth.

Instead, Spennato’s kehavior became abusive. One night last Maxch he angd
Leps were having & snack of chicken wings at her sister Zina Buete’s house.
Nothing seemcd amiss until Nicole decided to try a lirtle of Spennato’s spizy
sauce. "My sister picked up Nicholas’s plate and poured a Liny bit of the juice
onto hers," recalls Zina, 30. "He freaked out. He’s screaming, ‘What the heli’sg
the matter with ycu!’ and he started cursing her." Zina and her husband, Les
werc stunned. Later when Les told his sister-in-law, "You better watch your
ass," Nicole brusred off the incident. "She said, ‘Oh, he loses his temper cnce
in a while.’ ™

!

In the menths that followed, however, it becama increasingly clear that
Spennato was more than just a hothead. For one thing, he was possessive to :the
point that he was jealous of Nicole’s relationship with Zina‘s children, Alysha
Niccle, 4, and Christopher, 21 months. "He would holler at her," says Zina. "He
thought she spent more time with us than with him." As for physical abuse,
Nicole never confided to family or friends that Spennato had brutalized her, but
there were suspicions. "Onc time I saw a bruise on her face," says 2ina. "Cae
said they had been kidding around and something happened."

Whern Leps began trying to break up with Spennato, the time in many abusc
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casee wkhen the victim i1s at greatest peril, he reacted with growing fury. In the
wecics before the murder, he followed her, hid in the bushzs across from the
Lepses’ home and called there constantly, hanging up whenev:er anyone else
answered. Charles and Mary Beth later learned that he had threatened the
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family, telling Leps, nIf you don’t stay with me, I will kill everyone you
love." Cn the night of June 11, she returnsd home late to find Spennato waiting
outside. After she ernccred the house, he climbed on the roof and nreaded for her
pedrocm window. She called the police. Three officers guickly arrived, but
Spennato had already gone. Leps never told the officers about the harassment and
threats.

By the ncxt evening, Nicole was dead. Tn the aftermath of her murder, family,
friends and authorities were leftr feeling an enormoue sense of frustration cver
a tragedy that secemed preventable. "She had every reason to be afraid of this
guy," says Winslow police chief Anthony Bello, "but that wasn’t conveyed to the
police." Zina agrees, especially after seeing tre Simpson case unfold at the
same time. "My sister never reached out for help like the other Nicole tried to
do," she says. instead, like many other abused women, she suffered in silence,
perhaps out of shame or the fceble hope that her tormentor would simply goc away.
Later, after her sister’s death, Zina found a calendar in Nicole's room. On it
che date June 4 had been circled and marked with the words "I'm through with
Nicholas."

GRAPHIC: Picture 1, ¥iller Nicholas Spennato was working as an exotic dancer
when Nicole [irst met him. descBlack and white: Nicholas Spennato., A CLASS ACT
ENTERTAINMENT/PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER; Picture 2, "He was a Lime bomb," saya Mary
3eth Leps of the man who killed her daughter. descBlack and white: Mary Beth
Leps holding a photograph of Nicole Leps., Photographs by Nina Berman/Sipa

Press; Picture 3, "Nicole was hiding a lot of things," says a waitress friend at
the Fireside Steakhouse. descBlack and white: Sign in front of thc Fireside
steakhouse and Lounge 1in Winslow, New Jersey., Photocgraphs by Nina Berman/Sipa
Precs; picture 4, Officer Calabrese was Spennatc‘s first murder victim.
descBlacx and white: Naniel Calabrese., NO CREDIT; Picture 3, Nicole was radiant
at her Junior Prom ip 1986. descBlack and white: Nicole Leps., COURTESY LEPS
FAMILY; Picture 6, Mary Beth and father Charles (zight, next to Nicole) worried
as her isolation grew. descrlack and white: Mary Betln Leps, Nicole Leps and
Charles Leps with others., CQOURTESY LEPS FAMILY
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KEADLINE: 1,000 OFFICERS CONVERGE TO SALUTE SLAIN N.J. COMRADE

BYLINE: BY GWEN FLORIO and ED ENGEL
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BODY:

There were no banner headlines for Misty Marchant . No radio call-in shows on
Mary Rivas. The TV networks never mentioned Rcsa Maria Vargas.

vet, since the murder a month ago of Nicole Brown Simpson - to which 0.J0.
Simpson has pleaded innocent - these women shared a commen fate, if not Nicolz's
fame. Each, police chaxrge, were slain by a husband or boyfriend.

mattered in life, unheralded in deatn, 2,500 women a year are killed by
intimate partners. i

wIt hasn’'t had this much attention or interest because it’s so commonplace,”
says Rita Smith of the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Yet, "I='s

the leading cause of homicide for wcmen."

Beyond antiseptic police plotters and coroners’ reports, though, their
stories are seldom told. Here, then, is what happened tc eight ordinary women
since Lhe Simpson case:

West Point, Utah

In April, Misty Marchant begged prosecutors not to jail her husband for
threatening her with a gun.

vShe said, 'I den’t want him around when he’s been drinking,’ " rccalls Davis
County, Utah, prosecutor carvel Harward. "But, ‘When he’s sober, he’s generally
quite nice.’ "

g0 Kenneth Marchant, 283, who had appeared often in court for battering his
wife, was placed under a {Eiiziigigg_QEQEr and given probation.

The next month, Misty., 32, filed for divorce.

Oon July 3, as the couple’s 5-year-old daughter cried on a taped 811 emergency
call, Misty Marchant beggad Kenneth not to shoot her boviriend.

When police arrived, they found Misty and Kirt Swann, 32, dead. Bach had k=en
1 chot with a 12-gauge shotgun ané a .22-caliber handgun.

Xenneth was later fcund at rie father's home, dead of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound.
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T,ike sc many parter=4 wcman, Harward savs, nshe nad =hc sincere hope they

could try to work things out . "
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Gloucezster, Mass.

Jennifer Chute always gox defensive when friends told her to end ner abusive
10-year relationship with John Masello.

wghe’'d say, 'You don’t Xrow him. I%’s not like that anymore. He’s changed, ' '
saye friena Dcnise Spurlock. "Sre wanted to marsy him. She said, ‘I want a ring
by December.’ " -

But Chute’s life ended June 26. That's when police say Masello shot the
24-year-oid in the head as she cried on the phone to her mother.

spurlock says Chute seccmed happier thar in years. She and Masello, a truck
driver, had moved in together to mend their relationship. Chute busily furnisnad
their new home.

1t was there, after a five-hour fight, that rer life ended.

wWhat disturbs me," savye Spurlock, "1s not one DErsen called the police. That
might have saved Jenrnnifer's life."

Magello, 29, has pleadead innocent of murder ané is being held on § 200,0CC0
bail.

palm Harbor, Fla.

After three years of fighting, stalking, separations and prayers, the
roller-coaster marriage of Michael and Donna Tufano came to an abrupt end Juiy 1
in a shopping cenier parking lot.

As horrified cofifee shop patrons looked on, Michael followed Donna from the
couple’s parked car, pulled a handgur from his right pants pocket, and fired
three bullets into his wile at voint-blank range.

He then drove to nearky Safery Harbor tc see a priest who had counseled him.

Tufano’s mother soon srrived at Lhe church. All three prayed.
Then in front of his mothar, nhe shot himselZ in the head.

in June 1993, Tufano was arrested for stalking his wife. He pleaded no
. : - —— = -
contest and was given @ four-menth probation.

The couple was separated when they agreed Lo zalk things over necar the Putlix
supermarket where Donna worked. '

Michasl brought two roeese, one pink, one peach. Ee also brought a .28-caliber
revolver he’d purchascd last month and picked up after the required five-day

ﬁwaiting period.
nabcut 75% of the women who are killed by domestic abusers are killed afﬁg;;
they’'ve left or while they're trying to leave, " says Linda Osmundsen of St.
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petersburg’s Centers against Spousc Abuse.

Kissimmee, Fla.
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§ 12021. Specified convictions; narcotlc addiction;| condi-
tion of probation; restrictions oo firearm poskession;
punishment; employment needs; relief from prohibition

(a)(1) Any person who has been convicted of 2 [eloan under
the laws of the United States, of the State of California, or any
other state, government, or country, or of an offensc enumerat.
ed in subdivision (a), (b), or (d) of Section 12001.6, of who is
addicted to the use of any narcotic drug, who owns or has in his
ot her possession or under his or her custody or confrol any
fircarm is guilty of a felony. £

(2) Any person who has two or morc convictipns for
violating paragraph {2) of subdivision (2) of Section 417 and
who owns or has in his or her possession or under big or her
custody or control any firesrm is guilty of a felony.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (z), any person who has
been convicted of a felony or of an offensc cnumerpicd in
Section 12001.6, when that conviction resulis from certification
by the juvenile court for prosccution as an adult-in ap aduk
court under Section 707 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
who owns or has in his or her possession or under hi§ or her
custody or control any firearm is guilty of a fclony.

(c)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (a) or paragdaph (2)
of this subdivision, any person who has been convicted of 3
misdemeanor violation .of Section 71, 76, 136.5, ¢r - 140,
subdivision (d) of Section 148, Scction 171b, 171q 171d,
186.28, 240, 241, 242, 243, 2445, 245, 2455, 246, 2443, 247,
2735, 273.6, 417, 417.1, 417.2, 417.6, 6269, 646.9, = * 112023,
or 12024, svbdivision (b) or (d) of Section 12034, Section
12030, subdivision (b) of Section 12072, subdivision| (a) ®f
former Section 12100, Section 12220, 12320, or 12590, or
Section 8100, 8101, or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, any fircarm-related offense pursuant to Sectiogs 8715
and 1001.5 of the Welfare and Iastirutions Code, or| of the

_conduct punished io paragraph (3) of subdivision (g) of Pection

12072, and who, within 10 years of the conviction, owns, ot has
in his or her possession or under his or her custody or ¢ontrol,
any firearm is guilty of a public offense, which shall be
punishable by imprisonment in ® * * a county jsil not kxceed-
ing one yesr or in the state prison, by a fine nof exceeding-anc
thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that impritonm¢nt and
fine. The coun, on forms prescribed by the Deparhpent of
Justice, shall notify the department of persons subject 10 this
subdivision. However, the prohibition in this paragraph may
be reduced, eliminated, or conditioned as provided ip para-
greph (2) or (3).

= naie i ————— A e e

{2) Any person émployed as a peace officer desqribed in
Section 830.1, 830.2, 830.31, 830.32, 830.33, or 05 whosc
cmployment or livelihood is dependent on the abilify o legally
possess a fircarm, who is subject 1o the prohibition fmpased by
this subdivision because of a conviction under Segtiqn 2735,
273.6, of 646.9, may petition the court only once forjrelicf from

this prohibition. The petition shall be filed with the
which the petitioner was sentenced. If possible, [ths

shall be heard before the same judge that senfeq
petitioner. ‘Upon filing the petition, the clerk of thq cg
ses the hearing dare and shall notify the petitioner
prosecuting automney of the date of the hearing. Upor{

court in
matrer
ced the
urt shall
and the
making

each of the following findings, the court may |refuce or

eliminate the prohibition, impose conditions on s dy
climination of the prohibition, or otherwise grant rel
the prohibition as the court deems sppropriate:

(A) Finds by a preponderance of the evidende

ction or
ef from

that - the

petitioner is likely to use a firearm in a safe and lawjul anner.

(B) Finds that the petitioner is not within @ prolhgbi
as specified in subdivision (2), (b), (d), (e), or (g)]or
12021.1, and the court is not presented with afy
evidence that the petitioner is a person described|in
8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions CCEC

(C) Finds that the petitioner does not have

ed class
Scction
credible
Section

Drevious

conviction under this subdivision'no matter wheg the prior

conviction occurred.

In making its decision, the court shall consider tie petition-
er's continued employment, the interest of justice, ajiy pelevant

evidence, and the totality of the circumstances. |TH

¢ couft

shall require, as a condition of graming relict| fpom the

prohidition under this section, that the petitioney 3
participate in counseling as deemed appropriate by t}
Relief {rom the probibition shall not relieve any othe
or entity from any liability that might otherwisc be ippd

is the intent of the Legislature that courts exefis
discretion in fashioning appropriate relief under thiq p
in cases in which rclic( is warranted. However, notjin
paragraph shall be construed 1o require cQurts to grant
any particular petitiones. It is the intent of the Legis
permit persons who were convicted of an offense 4pe
Section 2735, 273.6, or 636.9 to seek relicf from the
tion imposed by this subdivision.

(3) Any person who is subject o the prohidition Im)
this subdivislon because of a conviction priof 1o Pa
1991, may petition the court only once for relief fr
prohibition. The petition shail be filed with the coyrt
the petitioner was sentenced. If possible, the matyer
heard before the same judge that sentenced the |pe
Upon filing the petition, the clerk of the court sHall
hearing date and notify the petitioner and the gro
attorney of the date of the heasing. Upon making pad

gree to
e coun.
person
sed. 1t
 broad
ragraph
in this
clief to
ture 10
bified in
rohibi-

losed by.
uary 1,
bm this
n which
shall be
titioner.
set the
tecuting
h of the
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SACRAMENTO POLICt DEPARTMENT

Homicoe (JR|GINAL

MEDIA INFORMATION

DATE/TIME: 1/20/96, 0100 hrs.
DATE OF INCIDE 1/19/95, 2055 hrs.
LOCATION: 2278 67th Ave
SUMMARY:

The investigdtion continues this evening into the murder of Marcel J. Lofton, a 15 yr. old .

male, who was shat and killed in the residence located at 2278 67th Ave. The preliminary
investigation has revpaled that the victim was at an informal gathering at the residence following the
funeral of a friend. {The suspects ex-wife, who has been recently harassed by the suspect, was also
attending the info function. The suspect, uninvited, arrived and entered the residence and shot
the victim who was peated near the ex-wife in the residence, in an apparent irrational, jealous rage.
After shooting the vjctim, the suspect left the residence and moments later returned inside and shot
the victim again. The suspect subsequently fled from the residence in his Honda Accord sedan, white

in color with tinted windows, Calif license #3E0J102. The suspect should be considered armed and
dangerous. The suspect is identified as :

Frederick Renae Cafter, Male Black 31 yrs

D.OB. (b)(6) Loo1]}
6-1, 220 1lbs, Black hair, Brown eyes.
Wears braces on his|teeth and black framed eyeglasses.

A photograph is curfently available at the Hall Of Justice.

Anyone with information regarding the suspect should contact Crime Alert at 443-HELP.

Sgt. John Parker, Hpmicide
264-5694

o4
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Qlain teen was in ‘wrong place at wrong time™ -

Elisa Rocksa i t the funers), and to urriodithothzwnhallhehomeofu thouhoumdmhdyvummﬁr
n’ﬂm :ﬂ?rrﬁah‘t‘dmw buddies who were member of Vera White’s feonily on 67th Av- Mhmlhmqunmdhu
Bes ose to one of While's dsughters. m,wwbenho elnggedH mmm-:;m Ht.n,m.ﬂu"o-hnngvlhbemqmn'y

Marcel Lofton didn't know the family  Hi concern moved him from honoving  then Gre. He was ina .
who had gathered Priday evesing fo ve- the death of another to the scene of his warrsnt as Frederick Renae Cartes, 31 “He left, thes be busted through the door

M a - -

mevnbex moousn of Vera White, Tysheyn Lofton, Maroce!’s 17- sis- -nnnuld-l-yhﬂhhﬂhﬂ' m. 1.

&o-um:l&qh:bhu-mdu?hum °?iglmwrmmtunidthem;;un: trwhonn(nall:‘iidimhymd.&n::i wﬁdl@h:ncbuuld:h\p(h Iul_pl

ssame police s2id Saturday, were Gired aeral, watched s her brother was Joved hiss. . .
Shl:."tbll-jur-oulln‘n.lohuon :hnhnddmd“iu'o&uhmik killed Mmﬂnwvﬁ!ﬂ.

mmwmmm mhﬂyhdmha&inchamﬁu' *“It Locked kke he (the assailant) waa car- - ) ”-

" emire,g e

nalnhmthmmthhu man at the funeral and, nurturing a rage, rymalmlm.'nhoamd.'nnnwehurd i
4
L] * .
reel: Suspect failed to turn himself in
i from page Bl : - s didn't even know each other. My i
happened to be there,” said buywumlyls.hedidn'tlmt
Sacrementa Police Detective John o Warcel fike he was 21 or older. He (the
Parker. “He was sl Lhe wrong ‘ Loften suspect) even has a 13-year-old o
plaeeuu\ewmngu'me.'l'hesus- soa. 1 wonder bow he would
pect bad attended the funersl ear- feel if it had been his son." :::U
jer und had seen his ex-wife with The Miram Tysheys Lofton wrapped a com- -
1 man. He went into a jealous Johmaon forting mrm arouad ber mothes, wamrem—
-age. He showed up at the semi- Migh aihiete who gingerly touched s Hiram C_‘ ,
pﬁgmﬂdﬂtthevid.im.unul droamad of Johnson trophy Marce) received - m——
h to be the male sit- being a pial. for junior varsity foothall. An ull-
ing closest to his ex-wife.” around athlete, Marcel also ? -
Parker eaid Curter, who has stay hame. If | had told him last played basebell and wrestled. He
een reported recently for harass-  night o stay and play dominoes wes enrclied in an aviation pro- P
ng hia ex-wile, called police Sat-  with me, he would have stayed. gram and dreamed aboul joiuing r—-

irday and indicated he wanted to He would be alive todsy.” the Air Force and becoming & pi-
aurn himself in, hu(‘failzd to show Linda Lofton cannol compre- lot. He and his f{ather often

A

kind of mother who knows all her “] was w the / Farce, @0 bhe

Marcel's parents, Linda and Mi-  children’s friends, us well g3 their  wanted to be in the Air Farce,” Mi-

| Lofton, struggled Saturday telephone numbers, which she chael Lofton seid *1 played foot-

cope with the loss of their youn-  keeps posted on the refrigerstor  ball, o he played football. He had
door

. o™ s b Sl at @ gym.
immedietely available.

t son, who also played the 2 his dreams. He had a lot of things
s at the family church. if it had been committed by an-  gaing for him.*
nte was 8 wonderful boy,” Mi-  other teenager, perhaps she could  "Our faith will get us through
SeN cry shae) Lofton said. “He wes cur ba-  handle it better, she surmised this,” Linda Lofon said. “All 1

&9

v. never gave us any trouble. He But to have a grown man alleg-  want to say to other mothers and
! was laved and he was loving. If  edly “shoot and kill 3 15-year-old (fathers ia to love your children
. a0t {or his sports, he preferred to  child is sad.” she said. “They while you have them.”
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Metro Staff

.A 15-year-old boy was shot and
ed Friday night during an al-
tetcation inside a Meadowview
home, authorities said.
¢ boy, whoss name was with-
pending notifieation of family
mymbers, received numerous gun-
shpt wounds to the chest. He was

-prpnounced dead at UC Davis

Mpdical Center shortly after the &
.fa. shooting, according to Sacra-
apnto Police Lt. Ted Mandalla,

b

it

Teen slain 'Visiﬁ'ﬁ‘g’fii"éﬁﬁ's home

The victim was visiting friends
on 67th Street, south of Florin
Road, when a man who had been
feuding with the residents kicked .
in the front door, Mandalla eaid.

Witnesses said the assailant -
whose name was not released —
began fighting with 8 woman he
had been dating, then drew a
bandgun and began ﬂm.f
. 'The victim was “totally unin-
volved” in the initial confronta.
tion, said Mandalla. “He just hap-
pened to be there.”

ORIGNAL
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DATETIME:

SACMQLBII\’QLNAILICE DEPARTMEI.QT

HOMICIDE

MEDIA INFORMATION

1/21/96, 1045

mmm_qufﬂm 1/19/96, 2055

LOCATION:
SUMMARY:

2278 67th Ave

UPDATE

This is an update to the previous releases regarding the murder of Marcel Lofton at the above

listed address.

On Sunday

orning, 1/21/96, 1030 hrs., suspect Frederick Renae Carter, Male Black 31

yrs., surrendered hirpself with his attorney to Sacramento Police Department Homicide investigators.

The surrender is no
assistance.

doubt in response to the media coverage of the incident, thanks again for your

5
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Brief synopsis of a Los Angeles Police Department investigation of the murder of a
woman by her husband, in which a handgun was used and the husband had a prior
conviction for a domestic violence offense

&* % &

In 1991, thirty-six year old Candido Ramirez was convicted of Penal Code Section
273.5 - Spousal Battery, That case entailed strangulation and stabbing.

After serving seventeen months of a three year sentence, Ramirez was released
from prison in 1892.

Prior to his release, two restraining orders were obtained by his spouse, listing
Ramirez as the restrained party. Seven months later, on May 9, 1993, Ramirez

shot and killed his estranged wife in the presence of their son. The weapon used
was a handgun.

Ramirez is currently serving a sentence of 23 years to life in state prison.

2'd 882 "ON NOILD3S SISATBNY ANI MP9S:6  9661°E2" ong



At her
daughter’s
grave. Maria
Lopez reads
an old letter
written by
‘he murdered
voman, Irene
Rivera. 10
Lopez’'s *
grand-
daughter,
vanessa
Marmolejo.
3. Rivera was

kiited by her [

boyfriend,

Michael 8

Silva. who
committed

Sept. ¥, 199Y

ed @82 "ON
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suicide. |

Horror, despair mark lives
of women Killed by domestic
violence in 1993

Stories by Stuart Dedic
and Ken Leiser
STAFF WRITE=S

ruised physically and

emotionally bv an alcoholic

husband. Ann Marquez

turned 10 sorceone she
Sould irust:

“Desr ¢id” she wrote in her
sigrv. "nlease don't let Misael corme
nurme mad again.”

Muarguer's desperaie plea. crafied
i the Copepton trarler where she
and Nesaei Herrera hved. wouid go

unanswered. The beatings did not
$10p.

One winter evening 14 months
later. Herrera came home from
work in another rage. This time, he
unleashed his fury with a
+3-caliber handgun insteac of the
fis1s he had beaten her with for the
pust four vears.

Nine davs into 19383, Ann
Marquez became the [ifih woman
in Los Angeles County w6 die at the
hiends of an nbusive male pariner.

DEATH AF

’ﬂ
: ,
Jivo oo
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Jeath: Despair.
marked lives

FROM PAGE Al :

= the vear befure the nation
.. 2% on the bloody slashine deatk
. Nicole Brown Simpson and her
s1olent relatioaship.with ex-husband
0.1 Simpson. 56 wan:en were killed
;2 Los Angeles County in acts
\»:racterized by-police as domestic

-rn.e. '
- rsview of the cases by The Dain
:- found:

71 Victims crossed all economic
auu g2ographic lines, They died in
Compton and South-Central Los
Angeles; Bel-Air and-Beyerly Hills.

.1 Many of the victimms were young:
23-had not.yetreached their 30s; the
ysungest waa 14 years 0id.-.

B Nearly half of the victims were

" killed in their bedrooms. - -

“Symbolically. it.represents-a room
where this couple.had the most
intimacy,” one analyst said.

One-fourth of the victima were
killed afterthey maved awsy. “Some
men would-rather kill a wife than
see her leave,™a psychiatiist said,

Guns were the ‘most common
weapon used in the-slayings and
related suicides. Firearms accounted
for 33 of the 56 deaths — roughly
the same ratio as all homicides
nationwide. ,

Many of the abusers had used
alcohol or drugs on the day-they
became killers. W

A Many of the victims Mere
unfamiliar with.orintimidated by -

! the criminaljustice-and civil court ..

system designed to protect them.
> Their stories were eerily similar.
Many shared the abusiffe pattern —
threats, beatings, loss.of . fontrol —
that thousands of women-endure.
Most of them coniidedin
someone. They cried 1buse hotlines,
the police, tiie cmirts: their families,
their closest {ricnds. But nobody
could save the 36 women trapped by
deadly bonds, H d° .
, oo Lot
Help me be a bater wife. I know
he doesn’t like me Jo be fat. .the way I

.am. [ want tolose peight.. ] want you

to help me with thit, .
Marquez'sletterho God was

. testimony t¢ fcur years of hell. Soon

after she married Hu::
isolated her fram ffic::ds bnd family
in a trailer with.ndclephene. He
called her a “fat pi.” slapped her

face, spent her welfare checks,
. b d B@2 "ON

)

controlled her everv move.

He was more of a jailer than
a husband.

So was Danny Cohea. He
kept girlfriend Cheryl Amos so
isolated from her family that
the first time they met her twin
sons was Jan, 3. 1993, the night
Cohea killed her.

" At home. Amos needed
Cohea’s permission to drink &
glass of wine or eat sweets. He
told her how to dress for work
— she applied nail polish after
she arrived and removed it
before she went home — and
gave her an allowance so
meager she couldn’t afford to
bring food to company
potlucks.

He drove her to and from
work, Kaiser Hospital in
Hollywood, and told her which
exit door to use. If she
disobeyed. he beat her.

In public, it was a slap. At
home, Cohea used his fists, 2
belt. a knotted extension cord
or billy club. When he hurt her
— like the Valentine's Day he
bruised her hand so badly she
couldn’t move it — he forbid
her to get treatment.

Even after Amos became
pregnant with the twins, Cohea
continued the abuse, accusing
her of having sex with someone
else. According to her daughter,
Amos never resisted, never
fought back.

Amos kept the violence a
secret [rom family, co-workers
and police.

“Chery| wa» the perfect
victim in this respect,” said
Deputy District Attorney
Patricia Redifer. “She never
reported Danny and she always
covered up lor him.)

Her co-workers saw through
the lies, though.

NOI1D3S SISATHNY ANI
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Friend Gladvs Boudoin
recalls the excuses Amos once
gave for bruised ribs and a
broken nose, and how she grew
so pale. presumably from .
staying indoors. workers began
salling her “Casper,” after the
cartoon ghost,

“There were obvious things to
me, and there was no way-for
me to say Danpy did it,”
Boudoin said. “If they don't
open the door, you can’t go in
and help.”

Vickie Shubert tried.

- She told her developmentally
disabled daughter, Lisa, to stop
seeing George Glavis, She
forbid her to bring Glavis into
their Lawndale home. Once, she
had to pick up Lisa at Glavis’
Torrance house and take her to
the hospital to treat a broken
nose.

. Eight months later, Glavis
Killed Lisa with a single stab
wound to the heart. Thev had -
dated for three vears.

“He’d tell her, ‘You're fat.
You're ugly. You're stupid and
vou better thank God you have
me for a boyfriend,’ " recalled
Shubert. “Lisa was lovesick.
She’d never had a boyfriend -
before.” -

Emotional abuse is common
in domestic violence and part of
the reason many victims talk
themselves into staying.

“The idea is 10 exert power or
control,” said Cheryl Msjka, a
director at Rainbow Services
domestic violence center in San
Pedro. “If you're in that kind of
environmeént, you start
doubting vour self-worth.
Women wind up feeling
traumatized and not sure of
theinselves.”

Like Amos and Marquez.
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regorted she abuse to
“authorities. Even th.se wno
followed cnnventio=:] wisdom
and lelt abusive -viationships
were not immune. One-fr-urth
of the victims «=re killed arter
:hey had 1mover away.
“Some men would rather kill
a wile than see her leave.” said
Armandoe Morales. professor of”
psychiatry at UCLA.
Marquez tit the profile ot the
county’'s most typical domestic

murder victim in 1993. She was

Latina. a mother and a viciin
of repeated abuse. both
physical and emotional. And
she staved in a relationship
laced with machismo.

“In Mexico. it's alwayvs Leen
like thar: *If you're not mine.
you're not going to bé anyoody
else’s.” ” said Jesse Vasquez, a
Mexican immigrant whose
daughter, Lericia. was shot to
death last year by her boyfriend
in Hawtkorze.

~A woman, you went out with
one boyfriend. If vou went out
with two: it would be a
problem. Somebody was going
to die.”

And when someone did. a
gory rage overshadowed the
deaths,

Marina Herrera was stabbed
47 times. :

Simone Tavlor was beaten,
shot in the head and her house
set ablaze by her boyfriend,

who killed himself.

Melanie Hill was beat
hadly by her estranged o s
husband. police said. her
mother had to identifv her oy

looking at her feer.

"I saw my daughter there in
the hospital,” Carolvn Rucker
said. "I looked ar her face and il
Just didn’t look like nothing but
Just @ pulp. [ covered my face .
and had to run awgy.”

Gary Atwood used a 9 mm
ha_ndgun to shoot his wife, two
chl{drqn and then himself at
their Valinda home, reloading
the gun along the way.

_R:chal_ﬁ Fontes shot to death
hls_ex-wue and her parents in
their Covina home,

“Ple‘g,se bring Misael homne
soon_ Please don'’ [

ok t let him

The Marquez family long
knew what Ann was going
through,

S°'d @92 "ON

2d1Q MaArgquez 5> ~ivicd, Licanor.
~She had_hruises a int. She
would never <av he aid it. Even
ieture he xilled her. [ hated
him ~

The tamilv was powerless.
thev said.

Marquez's 5-vear-nld ron
vnce lold his aunt: “Misael
beats up my mom toov much. [
want to get the vun and | want
to kill him.” )

[t is a vioient cvele that Carol

Arne:t has seen 1ime and again
as coordinator «t the Los
Angeles County Domestic
Violence Council. 2 network of
social and protective service
agencies.

“Absolutelv. it is an
escalating pattern,” Arnett said.
“It doesn’t start with homicide.”

For Rira Parizer. it started
with a threat. From July 17 to
Dec. 24, 1992, her stormy .
marriage intensified as her
busband, Shalom, thrertened
her at knife point. choked and
raped her. .

“Two weeks ago, he took a
belt and was choking me.” she
wrote in her request for a
temporary restraining order
filed one week before she
disappeared. “I couldn't even
breathe. ... The police came, he
ran out the back door.”

Her body was found 10 days
later. She had been strangled.

Her husband pleaded guilty
10 second-degree murder and
was sentenced to 15 years to life
in prison.

coo

“You know what, Mom?1
shouldn't have married him."”

Ann Marquez, after years of
denial, eventually told her
family about the abuse.

“A week before she died,
Anna told me, ‘Misael's been
kicking my ass,’ " said her
sister, Eleanor. “I said, ‘Why !

.don’t you leave him?'... She |
said she thought he would hurt
us, too,” .-

So Marquez stayed. And
Herrera grew more abysjve.

When she died. .\‘Iarquez was
two months’ pregnant. Her
family asked the Districr
Attornex’'s Office to file two
murder charges. In the end.
Misael Herrera pleaded guilty

10 a single manslaughter charge.
He could walk out of prison a
lreBe man in 1998,

ut nearly one-third of the
1993 killers chose their own
sentences bv committing

NOILD3S SISATIUNY ANI

[0 manV vl ine 71ciims (amuics.

It is better.” said Maria
Lopez. whose daughter lrene
Rivera was killed by boytnend
Michael Sitva. “] think [ would
have done something foolish if .
he hadn't killed himsell.”

The suicide rate is not )
surprising to those tamiliar with
domestic violence.

“It just shows the level of
how deeply disturbed these
people are.” Arnert said.

——

——

“Don’t. Misael! Don't shoot
me! Don't kill me! Run. Joe!
Run!”

Before she died. Marquez
warned her 5-vear-old son to
run from his stepfather. He was
not hurt. Police later arrested
Herrera, wearing a
blood-soaked shirt. and he
tearfully admitted killing his
wife. He claimed he only meant
to scare her. <y
—Relatives said Marquez

would be devastated to see
what became of her family,

Last fall, a Los Angeles
County Superior Court judge
awarded custody of Marquez's
two daughters — Lauren, 2.
and Rosalia. § — to the killer’s
parents, who moved them to
Mexico. Her son, Joe, lives'with .
Marquez’s parents in Cudahy.

“They didn't even know these
gitls until their eon murdered
my sister,” Eleanor Marquez
said.

“These children will be raised
to believe that their mother
deserved to die,” said Gail
Pincus, director of the
Northridge-based Domestic
Abuse Center, which counsels

" battered women and batterers.

Child-custody hearings are
held in private and records are
sealed. Bur Michael Belter, the
Herrera family attorney. said he
questioned whether Marquez's
parents were physically able 1o
care for the girls.

In all, 76 children in Los
Angeles County lost their
mothers in domestic violence
last year. [n most instances, the:
children are raised by
grandparents or other relatives.
who feel the pain of their loss.

"It didn’t affect me at the
beginning.” said Lopez of Sun
Valley, who visits her daughter
Irene’s grave each Sundav. “1;
affects me now. | went through
the hate. I went through the
anger.

“Now, it’s, "She’s not coming
back,." ™
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Onefourth of the women

' were killed after
leaving tha relationsnip
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Scared, scarred orphans left behind

Tarell Williams opens his mind’s
eye to the darkest day of his four
vears of life and calmly acts out
what he sees,

“My Deddy killed my Mommy.”
he savs. forming his tiny right hand
into the shape of a gun. "Pow.”

Tarell watched his mother, Tova
Williams, die from a gunshot
wound Oct. 2, 1993, in the family's

Inglewood apartment. His father,
Darell Payton. then committed
suicide. .

Today, Tarell and his baby
brotber, Tramell, live with their
grendmother in Carson. They are
just two of 76 children whose
mothers died in domestic abuse
homicides in Los Angeles County
ast year; 41 of them were under age
y o

A majority of these children will
uffer post-traumatic stress disorder
or years. Many already show
vinptoms: nightmares, aggressive

2avior or preoccupation with
cath.

~This is one of the most traumatic
hings a child can experience,” said
vrmando Morales, a UCLA
isychiatry professor. “If a child is 6, .
. 10 years of age, they definitely
-ill be impacted for many years.”

Mariano Munoz Jr. was 18 months
1d when his father locked him in a
*acoima bedroom April 7, 1993, and
tabbed the baby's mother to death
-ith a kitchen knife. Then he
iashed his own wrists.

icting out the scene

An hour after police arrived, the
ov mimicked a stabbing motion for
a uncle. : '
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Angel Castillo was 16 months old
when his father killed his mother,
Victoria Castillo.

“He suffered a lot,” said Victoria's

mother, Corina Valdez. who is
raising Angel. “He had real bad
nightmares."

Tarell was just 3 years old when

he watched his mother get shot. He
tried o help by using a bathroom
towel to dab his mother’s bloody
face. But she already was dead —
and her body blocked the door of

the apartment.

Trapped with the corpses
‘Tarell and his year-oid brother,

* Tramell, spent the next 12 hours

trapped inside with their glain

- parents, Each passing minute
‘ compounded their agony, creating

emotional wounds specialists say
may never heal.

Shirley Williams said she is quite
concerned abour her grandchildren,
Tramell was hiding beneath his bed
when she arrived at the apartment
and found her daughter’s body.

“Tarell has nightmares real bad,
about three times a month,”
Williams said. “They will get over it,
I hope. The baby won't remember
anything, With a iot of-love. (Tarell)
will be all right.” ;

Ann Marquez’s son, Joe, was 5
when he watched his ste>fatker
shoot his mother to death in their
Compton trailer. Today, ne lives
with his grandparents and is in
therapy.

“He has gotten in some fights at
school,” said his aunt. JoAnn
Marquez. “I've heard him say, Tl
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kill you,’ to other kids.”

Therapy is essential for these
children, because bottling emotions
is dangerous, specialists agree.

“They can't expect a grandmother
to be an expert in helping the child
in something as traumatic es that.”

said Maura O’Keefe, a USC

professor who has studied the

effects on children whn witness

spousal abuse. “If they don't talk

about: i, it’s on hold and that -

ﬁf.feeu all other aspects of their
ves.”
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the ange
won’t die

Father’s violence may
be fuel for son’s rage

By Stuart Dedic
and Ken Lefser
STAPF WRITERS

TEHACHAPI — Alfonso Rodriguez strings the
two words together smoothly, as though they
form the name of a familiar, evil foe.

“My anger,” he explained, “is my worst enemy.”

Largely because of his violent temper,
Redriguez ie serving a 17-year prison sentence at
the California Correctional Institution for the
July 24, 1993, stabbing death of his girlfriend,
Anna Lopez. .

Rodriguez insists he can’t remember tackling
Lopez on the road outside their Compton home
afid stabbing her 22 times.

But he’s not surprised he did it.

.“I know what my anger is like,” he said. “It
saddens me. There was a life lost. It cannot be

-returned.”
J The rage inside Rodriguez can be traced to the

little boy who grew up in a Compton barrio,
spending tense afternoons waiting for his daddy
to come home — and beat him.

“I hoped and prayed I wouldn’t turn out like
that,” the soft-spoken Rodriguez said during an
August interview in a small, dingy conference
room at the prison’s maximum-security unit. “I
turned out to be a carbon copy.”

When he would cry as a boy, Rodriguez
recalled, his father would get more violent. “He’d
say. ‘Oh, you're crying. Let me give you a reason
toerv.’”

Rodriguez is one of 56 men convicted or
suspected of killing a current or former female
partner in Los Angeles County last year.

Raised in places like Texas, Mexico, El
Salvador and Los Angeles, these men come from
varied backgrounds but often share a common

thread: They were beaten as children or forced to '

watch their fathers hit their mothers.
Psychologists agree that a boy who grows up in
an abusive household is at great risk to become
an abuser himself. He may be unable to
E‘elacefully deal with emotions unless he gets
help. .
When Rodriguez killed his girlfriend, he was in
:he midst of a three-day drinking binge. His
:a_lcohol abuse. he said. numbed memories of his
-epressing childhood. He left home at age 13 and
zoon found himself in the California Youth
Authoritv.
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A-history of uncontroiled rage

“I've been having trouble with my anger for a
long time.," he said. “Some people control it: some
don’t. I'm one of the ones that don't.”

Katherine Mowatt knows that anger well.

In January 1992. Rodriguez attacked her
during an argument at the apartment thev
shared in Bellflower. At one point. she said, he
grabbed 2 knife.

“He was wild-eved. That's when I started
saying, ‘I'm sorry. ... It's my fault’"

Eventually, Mowatt calmed Rodriguez and
drove him to the warehouse where he worked.
She went home. called her family and moved out
that night. She reported the assault to sheriff's
deputies, but made no mention of the knife.
Rodriguez was sentenced to'16 days in County

Jail, court records show. .

She did not know of Rodriguez’s manslaughter
conviction until a reporter told her.

“God, that could have been me,” she said. “This
just makes me realize I have an angel looking :
over me, because I saw the signs then.”

Mowatt and Lopez are not the only women
Rodriguez has hurt.

“I don’t get to see my daughter because of my
anger,” he said. “She was always probably scared
of me, the same way I was scared of my dad.”

As for the girl's mother, Rodriguez said: “She
was smart. . ., She left.”

Rodriguez has few fond memories from his
childhood. He recalls how uncomfortable it was
to live with seven brothers and sisters in a
three-bedroom house in Compton, But nothing,
be suid, was as bad as the abuse.

“My dad was always beating me,” he said. *[t

. was his anger. I was always told it wasp’t my

father’s fault, it was his father, my grandfather,
who did the seme thing to him.”

Mowatt said one of Rodriguez’s stories sticks
with her.

“When he was a kid, his cousin called him a
name and be beat him up. He said his dad was
proud of him. Like, “That’s my bov,’ ” Mowatt
said.

Soon after he left home, Rodriguez began
drinking, living on the streets, sleeping where he
could. By the time he was 14, he seid. he was
sent to CYA for the shooting death of a
neighborhood rival.

When he got our, he started drinking and using
drugs. He tried to clean up in a hospital drug and
aleohol unit and later through Alcoholics
Anonymous. He tried religion in a Christian
home. That's where he met Lopez. a cocaine and
alcohol abuser who had so many aliases that
Compton police still don't know her real name.

“We were just attractive to each other,” he said.
“We had some good times.” -
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"1 try 10 remember all the beautiful
times | had with my girl. We used to .

m'mavrés-aﬁnm-or hot

dogs and popcom and laugh a lot. ;.
She was my best friend and [ was - %
her best friend. | know she's an :
angel. She's’my anget."
— Leticia Vasquez
of her daughter, Leticla

"Vickie was a very giving, loving
person. She loved injured animals. -
She was the type of person her ;

friends went to with their problems.‘;.

— Corina Valdez
of her daughter, Victoria Castillo

“She was strong. She grew up in
South Central L.A., yet managed to
Survive all the bad influences of the
neighborhood. She deserved so= ]
much more out of life than what she

) — Arnecia Harris
of her sister, Martica Clayton

“She was very much into her °
family. She was a very peaceful .
person, a very nonviolent person.”

— Catherine Pratt
of her sister, Susan Heimos

“My mom was a friend, She was a
mother and she was a friend. She
was always there for us, for her
children and her grandchildren. She
would reason out our problems for
us.”

— Yolanda Lugo
of her mother, Hortencia Castorena -

“She was extremely outgoing. She
made friends with everyone and she
couldn’t stand it if someone didn't
like her. She was a free spirit.” -

— Kim Sargent
of her best friend, Phyitis Sloan
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Sheer number of domestic abusers swamps legal, societal channels

. Ken Leiser
and Stuart Dedic

STAFS ARITERS

s Angeles County's tegal system s no
match for a batterer’'s rage.

A Daiy Breeze examination ol 36
iomestic homicides in 19983 showed
nrosecutors rejected felony charges in some
iomestic violence cases only to watch the
«husers in those cases later kill their
Dartners.

Other slaving suspects slipped through
the system’s hands weeks. days — even
hours — before a woman was killed.

“These are preventable homicides.” said
Carol Arners, coordinator of the Los
Angeles County Domestic Violence
Council, a collection of social service
agencies, battered women's shelters and
representatives from the court system.

“It is a systemwide failure to recognize
when a batterer is lethal.”

But prosecutors and police say you can't

take every abuser off the street based on
what he mighr do, The Los Angeles City
Attorney’s Office, for instance, files roughly
000 spousal battery cases each year.
..)"There isn't a crystal bali,” said Deputy
City Attorney Alan Dahle, “I do believe
that the system prevents the level of
violence from increasing in many cases. We
successfully convince many men that that
is not acceptable behavior.

“And we successfully convince manv of

the women that they dont have
19 tolerate that behavior.”

But at least & fifth of the
county's 1993 domestic
homicides — those in which a
worman in an abusive
relationship was slain —
exposed holes in the legal
svstem's safety net for battered
victims.

No way out

Angelita Zelzva tried to keep
her estranged husband away,
Burt on Oct. 20, 1993, Alden
Thomas stabbed her to death
vn the stairway outside her Los
"Angeles aparument.

“[ think that this one was
inevitable.” said Deputy
.District Attornev Sean
Gallagher. who won a
second-degree murder

21°'d @a2 "ON

conviction against Thomas in
August. "I don’t think there was
anvthingin the svsterr that was
going to stop him.”

When Thomas punched
Zelava during an Aprii 5. 1992,
quarrel — breaking her jaw in
two places — Zelaya muved out
and cooperated with Lus
Angeles city prosecutors to send
him to jail.

But only for two days.

Gallagher said prosecutors
were never told of the broken
jaw, an injury that surely would
have qualified the case as a '
felonv and would have merited
a longer sentence. :

“Yau hear complaints from
police departments and tke
sheriff that the batterer gets
out before they finish the
paperwork,” said Arnett,
blaming clogged court calendars
and lax sentencing practices.
~These guys aren’t doing any
time. They're not getting the
message that they can't do
this.”

After his June 9. 1992,

" no-contest plea to a
misdemeanor, Thomas also was

vrdered to spend 28 days on a
Calerans work detail and
complete six months of
domestic violence counseling.
But be was terminated from the
Center Against Abusive
Behavior for “lack of
attendance.”

The violence continued. Four
months after the original
assault, Thomas split open
Zelaya’s lip when she refused to
go to his aparrment after &
movie. Thart attack violated his
probation, and he wag
sentenced to 210 days in
County Jail.

The two reconciled briefly in
early 1993, then split up again,
Gallagher said.

One month before he killed
her, Thomas put a knife to
Zelaya's chest at her workplace,
Vernon Convalescent Hospital,
and demanded she hand over
her dentures. By the time police
arrived, Thomas was gone.
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Officers took a report tnat
day. said Los Angeles police Lt.
-John Dunkin, but Thomas was
never taken into custody. The
Sept. 18 knife assault was stil)
under investigation when the
slaying occurred — a 32-day lag
time Arnett calls too Jong.

Because batterers orten
return to harm the victin
again. police can't treat
domestic disputes as thev
would other crimes, Arnett said.
And it should be an easier case
to solve because they know the
suspect.

_ Dunkin, however, said heavy
violent-crime caseloads often
make it difficult for Los
Angeles Police Department
detec_tives to act swiftly on
certaln cases,

“We are not happy with the
fact it takes us 30 days to
conduct a follow-up
investigation on any crime,”
Dunkin said after reviewing the
Zelaya case. “We would like the .
same-day follow-up if we
possibly could do it.”

Despite the deadly finale,
Deputy City Attorney Dahle
thinks the legal system worked
“reasonably well” in Zelaya's
case. But he acknowledged the
24 weeks of domestic violence
counseling Thomas completed
the month before the killing
clearly couldn’t curb his violent
streak.

“She did take steps to protect
herself and to protect her
children, but on some levels she
slid back and went back to
him,” Gallagher said. “Maybe in
part out of fear, part ourt of
love. Whatever.”
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Zelava's restraining order —

tiled in 1992 after a threat on

' her life and good through 1995
— didn’t keep Thomas away.
either.

She wasn't alone. Seven of
the women killed in domestic
homicides last year sought
restraining orders.

Suzanne Fontes had one

. against her ex-husband,
Richard, but was required to
stay in contact with him to
share custody of the couple’s
son.

Police say Fontes stormed a
Covina home and shot to death
his ex-wife and her parents. He
is charged with three counts of
murder.

Conflict of interests

In a report issued this
summer, the District Attorney’s
Office noted that something
must be done to resolve
conflicting situations in which
one court orders couples to stay
apart while another demands
they stay in contact for child
custody reasons.

* Just as the system failed

Zelaya, it failed Maria Munoz, a
. 19-year-old from Pacoima who
" twas smart enough to leave her

abuser, but couldn’t get far-

enough away.

‘She tried to have husband
Mariano Munoz locked up for
-threatening her with & knife,

but the District Attorney’s
Office rejected that case as a
felony. One day before Munoz
was due in court to face a
misdemeanor charge, he killed
his wife in her new home.

Deputy District Attorney
Edwin CGreene said Munoz's
action did not call for a felony
prosecution.

“It's impossible to predict,”
Greene said. “There’s so many
of these things, there's really no
way you can tell which ones are
going to kill their wives.

“Some of these things. [ hate
10 say, are just unavoidable.”

Gail Pincus, director of the
Northridge-based Domestic
Abuse Center, which counsels
battered women and batrerers,
says that's a sad commentary. .

“It should be the exception.”
she said. “We cannor justify the
numbers. We're just not doing
enough.”

In Torrar:ce. police didn’t put

): much of afight when
21-vear-old Lisa Shubert. who
is developmentaily disabled,
declined to press charges
against the boviriend who -
threatened to xill her before
breaking her nose with the butt
of 2 handgun.

Eight months later, George
Glavis stabbed Shubert to
death in the back or his truck.

*“That wouldnt have
happened in Los Angeles.™ said
David Lytle. an advacate for
domestic violence victims at the
Torrance courthouse.

The LAPD. Los Angeles City
Attorney’s Office and Los
Angeles County District
Artorney’s Office have policies
of seeking criminal charges even
if a domestic-violence victim 1s
reluctant to testify.

Deputy District Attorney
Rune Sodonis, who prosecuted
Glavis’ murder case, said he
doubted Torrance police would
have prevented the murder by
pursuing the assault case.

“I doubt it would have made
any difference,” Soclonis said,
“She kept going back to him
despite the efforts of her

" mother to keep them apart.”

Authorities also stepped into
a dispute between John Keene
and his girlfriend, Laurie
Fawcett, on Jan. 1, 1993. Keene
celled sheriff’s deputies after
Fawcett threatened him,

Shortly after the deputies
left. Fawcett became the first
Los Angeles County woman to
die in 1993 from domestic
violence. Keene chased her into
the street and shot her to
death. angry because she used
his money to buy cocaine.

Inglewood police went to
Toya Williams’ apartment on
West Arbor Vitae Street after
she called them during a fight
with Darell Payton minutes
before midnight Oct. 1.

Records show a squad car
was there for 20 minurtes.

“When they came. he wasn't
there,” said Williams’ mother,
Shirley. “When they left. he
came back and killed her.”
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ys trapped with bodies

.Pavton shot Williams in the
face and then shot himself in
the head. The couple’s two
young sons were trapped
overnight in the apartment with
the bodies until noon the next .
day.

Inglewood Detective Tom
Chargaff said he initially was
“shocked and horrified” when
he learned officers were there

before thg slljaying, but now is
convinced they did everythi
they could t.’m.y rythmg

Even though the victim told
office;s everything was all right,
he said, they insisted on a quick
walk-through of the apartment
and handed Williams a list of
shelters for battered women.

“They did more than most
people would have done,” -
Chargaff said.

Physical and verhs] abuse
were a weekly ritual for
.Wllllama. Payton was charged
in 1891 with corporal
punishment on Williams and
being a felon in possession of a
.45-caliber pistol.

He pleaded guilty to the
firearm charge and was
sentenced to 16 mouths in state .
prison. Jail time didn’t change
his treatment of Williams.

“He beat her up the very firet

day he got out,” Shirley
Williama said. “ called his
probation officer and I told
him. They couldn’t do anything
unless Toya would press
charges. And she would pever -
press charges,” :
" Despite prosecutors’ claims .
that the system is adequate,
critics say there is much more
the legal system — perhaps
society as a whole — can do to.
step between an abuser and a
victim before it’s too late.

“We have been like birds * ho
put their heads in the sand,”.
said Arnett of the Domestic
Violence Council. “We know
that domestic violence is lethal.
We know that batterers kill
wowien. . . . It has been going on
since the beginning of time.

“We have to recognize from
the beginning that it is going
escalate.”
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‘J.A. SO T-Feaaes casss,
anti-violence groups say

gy Stuart Dedic
and Ken Leiser
3°227 WRITERS

s ending a spouse-killer :0
prison for life isn t easy.
But some victims' families wish
prosecutors would ar least try.

Domestic-violence prevention
advocates say prosecutors t0o
often plea-bargain spousal
homicide cases to manslaughrer
rather than seek a murder
conviction at trial.

In Los Angeles County, the
District Attorney’s Office -
agreed 1o four such plea
bargains for 1993
domaestic-violence cases in
which womez were slain by a
current or formér male partner.

One of those cases involved
Victor Clayton, who ‘will most
likely spend just three vears in
prison tor stzangling his wife,
Martica. in the couple's
Hawthorne apartment on July
'%, 1993.

‘He’s a cold-blooded
murderer and he just walked
away,” said Ida Berry, Martica's
unt.

Clayton, one of 56 men
uspected of killing their
:urrent or former wives or
sirlfriends in Los Angeles
Zounty in 1993, smiled after he
vas sentenced to six vears in
rison. Martiea's family
‘ontends.

With credit for good
»ehavior. he could be paroled in

$96. '

Clavton said he blew up after
15 wife told him she loved

nother man. That excuse
:rovided the "heat of passion”™
lement necessary to reduce a
omicide from murder to
1anslaughter, said Deputy
district Attorney Julie Sulman.

In three of the four plea

argains, there was a suspicion ,

{ infidelity. None of the.cases
1t the classic manslaughter
rofile often used in court to
~nlain “heat of passion” 10

88 — aman who kills his
ife after linding her in bed
ith someone else.
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Manslaughter plea bargains
in domestic killings —
especially those fueled by
suspicicns of inridelity —
revalue women. said Gail
Pincus. direcror of the
Domestic Abuse Center in
Northridge.

“What thevre savin~ is,
there’s excuses tor kiliing
women.” she said.

Alfonso Rodriguez chased his
girlfriend. Anna Lopez, unto a
Compton street on Julv 24,
1993, and stabbed her 22 times
in front of at least one witness.

Rodriguez said he found
Lopez in bed with another man
and launched into a three-day
drinking binge that culminated
with her killing — which he
claims he does not remember.

The District Attorney’s
Office dismissed murder
charges and allowed Rodriguez
to plead no contest to
manslaughter. He was
sentenced to 17 years, of which
he likely will serve half.

In an interview at the state
prison in Tehachapi, Rodriguez
said he is thankful.

“I feel lucky,” he said, “Yeah,
I don't remember doing it. But
there was a life lost.”

That he eventually will walk
free is frightening to one of the
women he once abused.

“He for some reason has
skated by in the svstem and |
don’t know why,” said
Rodriguez’s ex-girifriend.
Katherine Mowatt. "How he got
away with onlyv getring eight

and a haif vears, I'll never
know. He does not belong out
here in sociery.” '

Misael Herrera pumped two
bullets into his wife. a mother
of three. on Jan. 9. 1993. as she
sat on the couch. Herrera
became enraged when he
learned she had allowed a man
inside the couple's Compton
trailer.

NOILD3S SISATENY ANI

Herrera's lawyer, Michael
Belter. negotiated a plea of
voluntary manslaughter and his
client was zenrenced to 11 vears
in prison. With credit for good
behavior. Herrera wil] be
eligible to apply for parole in
four vears.

4 killing becomes
manslaughter when the killer
acts in the hear of passion.
without planning the slaying.
'I:his must be brought on by a
circumstance so upsetting that
a ressonable person might actse
the same way, acgording to
stafo law. - g

Deputy District Attorney
Richard Dovle said he believed
& jury would have convicted
Herrera of manslaughter had
the case gone to trial Herrera
began shooting shortly after
Marquez's 5-year-old son told
him Marquez had a male visitor
that day. .

“There was no evidence of
premeditation and deliberarion.
There was a heat-of-passion
situation,” said Doyle, who
figured the harshest conviction
possible would have been
second-degree murder.

To date, the District
Attorney’s Office has resolved
18 of the 56 cases of 1993, seven
by plea bargain and 11 at trial.

Of the cases it took to trial. .
three suspects were convicted of
first-degree murder. six of
second-degree murder and two
of voluntary manslaughter. _

The plea bargains netted no -
convictions for first-degree .
rourder, three for second-degree:
murder and four for voluntary
manstaughter.

Skeptics have long claimed
prosecutors are more likely to
accept plea bargains when the
victims are minorities. In the
four manslaughter plea
bargains. two victims were
African-American and two were
Latino.

Mertica Clavion's family
agrees. '
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~[ think it was a race thing.”
-aid her sister, Arnecia Harris.
“Thev 13k 2t this and it was
-wo black people and they sat.
“Tt was just domestic violence.’
With O.J.. it was a white
woman and they throw the
Hook at kim.”

However, Sulman said the
evidence against Clayton did
aot support a murder charge.

“The guy literally snapped.”
Sulman said. “He just went for
her throat and choked her out.”

Clavton locked his wife's
body inside their apartment
and called Hawthorne police
from a pay telephone to admit
what he had done.

District Attorney Gil Garcetti
said he demands that his
attornevs treat domestic
violence cases as vigorously as
all muzders they prosecute.

“You have to be willing to dig
and dig bard so vou can be
honest to yourself that you are
seeking justice and not just
getting rid of a case.” he said.

Martica Clayton’s relatives
speculate that detectives and
prosecutors may have 100 easily
dismissed the case as a
manslaughter.

Before her death. Martica
revealed that Clavton had
beaten her. Harris said.

Evidenée of past physical abuse-

can make a homicide case
stronger. Prosecutors say.
Sulman szid investigators

never told her about previous |

abuse.

Clavton’s aunt. Berry, said
she was disgusted to see
Garcertti on television -
promoting his office’s case
against O.J. Simpson.

“If it's someone well-known,
where it will really help his
political career. then he works.”
Bersry said during an interview
t her home on 62nd Street. “If
it’s someone like Tiki. then it's
just another day in
South-Central Los Angeles.”

-

NOIL1J3S SISATUNY ANI

Wor@:et 9661 °"E2°9MNY



P

Restrainin

)

By Ken Leiser
and Stuart Dedic

STAFF wWPITERS

A piece of paper couldn’t stop the krire that
slashed Aneelita Zelava on the steps outside her
Los Angeles aparument or the hands that choked
the life out of Annie Sison in her Beverly Hills
condominium.

" A piece of paper can’t stop a killer. Yert that
niece of paper. a temporary restraining order.
remains one of the only legal weapons for a
woman in a phvsically abusive relationship.

Seven of the 36 women Rkilled last vear —
allegedly by their bovfriends or husbands — had
sought temporary restraining orders in the
months betore their deaths. detailing death
threats, desperation and fear.

" The fear was palpable in Zelava's Sept. 10.
1992, affidavit in support of a restraining order.

She later won a permanent stay-away order that

was to be in place through 1995,

“He keeps telling me he will kill me, burn my
car up and burn the house down that I am
staving in.” Zelava wrote. “I tell him to leave me
alone. But he says I will never get him out of my
life no matter what I do.”

Alden Thomas made good on his threat. fatally
stabbing Zelaya on Oct. 20, and recently was
convicted of second-degree murdes.

Some of the temporary orders, like Yvonne
Thomas', expired weeks before the killings.

“He told me if [ try to leave him, he would kill
me, himself and his son,” Thomas wrote in her
request for a temporary restraining order two
days after her husband, Rubin West, beat and

‘choked her before davbreak on their son’s second

birthday. She defied him and moved out.

A month later. Mother's Day 1993. West made
good on his threat. He took a handgun and shot
Thomas and her mother to death before killing
himself.

Thomas had been granted an earlier
restraining order against West in 1989. three

91°d 492 "ON

g orders too often don’t

vears before they married.

"] don’t know if she married him out of fear
that if she didn’t marry him. he would kill her,"
said Yvonne's sister. Terry Lewis.

——

Limited in their ability to stop someone intent
on killing. restraining orders can be valuable
tools for police orficers, who say the threart of jail
time keeps the vast majority of abugers away.

Patricia Andreani. directing attorney tor the
‘county Bar Association’s Pro Bono Domestic
Violence Project, said lawvers in two offices
coach 20 to 25 women a day on how to obtain
temporary restraining orders against abusers.

“We know 2 restraining order is just a piece of
paper. but it does offer you the degree 1
protecrion that if he comes around, police can
act,” said Connie McFall. executive director of
Rainbow Services in San Pedro,

One of the former clients of McFall’s agency
and its 18-bed shelter was killed in August by a
battering mate. The Bakerstield woman, Maria
Pizano, sought a restraining order against Pablo
Nevel earlier this year. However, a judge ordered
visitation privileges for the couple’s children, -
forcing the pair to have contact.

oCcga

Three days before Annie Sison was slain, she
allowed a temporary restraining order against her
ex-husband, Errol, to lapse. .

In a restraining order request filed Dec. 8,

- 1992, in Burbank Superior Court, Sison wrote

that her ex-husband stormed into the care home
she operated and threatened her and a
co-worker. As usual, he was drunk. she said.

A judge ordered him to stay at least 150 vards
away from his wife until a Dec. 31 hearing in the
Burbank court. Mrs. Sison did not show up for
that hearing. She was last seen alive on Jan. 3 —
in the company of her ex-husband. Her badlv
beaten body was found Jan. 5 in her bedroom.

. A warrant has been issued for her husband’s
arrest. Police believe he has fled to Mexico.
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Wob@a:aT 9661 "22°9NY



Combating i batterers ==

-egal system looks for ways to stop abuse before it escalates

By Stuart Dedic
and Ken Leiser
2786 WRITERS

It took decades to drive alcobhol awareness

into the living rooms and taverns of
America. [t mayv take as long to raise the
nation’s consciousness about domestic
violence.

That's a favorite anaiogy of Los Angeles
County District Attorney Gil Garcerti. who
devotes much of his energy these days to

battling violence in the home.

Just as alcohol awareness has slashed the
number of highway deaths across the
:ountry, education and no-tolerance
arosecution may reduce domestic-violence
aomicides. Garcetti said. His office created
1 unit in July to combat the problem.

“Fifteen years ago. nobody had heard of
1 designated driver,” Garcetti said.

Today, nondrinkers fill crowded
iightspots, and drinking drivers are
wublicly tagged 2s threats to public safety.

’he message that spousal abuse must
ot be tolerated has not reached as wide an
udience.

Signs of change are on tae horizon. The
.0s Angeles Police Department recently
reated a special unit to investigate _
omestic abuse, and the District Attorney s
)ffice and Los Angeles City Attornevs
Mffice have created domestic violence
ranches. ’

“QOur goal is to prevent that homicide, to

-

orevent addirional violence,”
Garcetti said.

In San Diego. police launched
a domestic violence unit in 1992
1hat is considered a national
model.

The statistics are impressive:
[n 1990. when San Diego police
tiled abour 7.300 reports of
dumestic violence. there were
i8S related homicides. In 1992,
1he'poiice reported 14.000
lamestic violence incidents but
related homicides dropped 1o
wight.

“1f you vicorously prosecute
al the misdemeanor level.
vou're preventing homicides.”
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~aid Gail Pincus. direcror of the
Northridge-based Domestic
Abuse Cenrter. which counsels
hattered wamen and abusers.
~un Diego. she said. has round
:r.at "when yvou latch on and.
vou don't let zo. the homicides
will deciine.”

Educartion at all levels of the
Jjustice svstem is essenrial,
(rarcetti and Pincus said.
Judges from throughout
Calirornia gathered in Los
Angeles earlier this month for
specialized domestic violence
training.

They listened to tales of
battered women and talked to
shelter workers. police and

* prosecutors about how the

system can work more
etficiently.

“What came out of it is we
need more coordination, more
information sharing,” said
Robert Mallano. presiding
judge of the Los Angeles
County Superior Court.

Advocates for domestic
violence prevention say training
is important because judges
have opportuniries to stop the
abuse — in civil and criminal
courts.

“In listening to bartered
women. it came through what
she is facing, what limited
choices she has, the death
threats if she leaves. dealing
with children.” Mallano said.
“For the first time it hit home,”

Suvpervised exchanges

One tyvpical court svstem
breakdown vccurs when one
judge orders a husband to stay
away from a woman while
another jurist orders the couple
10 communicate Ior child
visitation reasons. At this
month’s conference. Nallano
said he learned ror the rirar
time that some police agencies
offer 1o supervise visitation
exchanges between parents at
station houses.
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The Los Angeles County
Commission on \Vomen.
;’ollqwinz up on complaints o?
1ax sentencing in the Van Nuyvs
courthouse. is launching a
“court watch” to study judges’
records on domestic violence
cases.

The wateh ultimarely will
spread countywide. said Paula
Petrotta, the commission's
executive director.

“There are women in the
community, right or wrong, who
do feel that thev have been
mistreated by the judicial
system,” Petrot:a said.

The LAPD and the Sheriff's
Department have excellent
policies with regard 1o domestic
violence, said David Lytle. a
former parole supervisor who
volunteers helping women fill
our restraining orders art the

Torrance courthouse.

In those departments, he-
said, “If there is any evidence of
trauma to the victim, the
perpetrator is arrested,
assuming he is there. None of
our police departments has that
policy.-They want the
discretion.”

A uniform policy among
police and prosecutors would be
helpful, Lytle said.

I don't think if you live a
couple blocks into Hawthorne
you should be treared
differently than someone in
Torrance or in the sheriff's
area.” he said. "The women
need to know what to expect.”

He is helping organize a
meeting of South Bay eity
prosecutors to develop a .
uniform approach to domestic
violence cases.

The LAPD has created major
detective units targeting
domes=tic viclence and other
crim. - :n the home. [n the
Harbur Division. for instance.
three investigators now [ollow
up on 200 domestic viclence
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. reports taken 1p DAN rcuso.
Harbor Citv and Wilmington
 each month.

“\Ve have seen a lot more
felony rilings than we have _had
in the past. and we would like
ro see a lot more, 3:31Q
Detective Julie Nelson. who
heads the Harbor unit.

She sa1d detecrives can spot
patterns of escalating abuse
hefore it’s too late. document
repeat calls 1o the same adaress
and call in a local battered
women's agency. Raiqbqw
Services. to counsel vicums on
their options once poiice leave.

Technology wish list

Pincus. whose center counsels
abusers and their victims, has a
wish list of suggestions to
combat the.problem, from the
use of new fingerprint
technology to track violent
abusers to domestic violence
lessons in schools.

The countywide Domestic
Violence Council tried to set up
a comrmittee 10 review every
homicide case in which
domestic abuse is suspected,
but the panel has been stymied
by privacy laws. A similar group
has been investigating .
suspected child abuse fatalities
for the past 15 years, she said,

~At least let’s learn
something rather than just have
women and kids drop like flies

and we don't learn anything
from it,” Pincus said.

So far, the death review team
has helped child welfare
agencies and law enforcement
officials identify children most
at risk, said Deanne Tilton,
executive director of the
Interagency Council on Child
Abuse and Neglect.

“I truly believe we have
(saved lives),” she said.
“Successful prosecurion of child
abuse homicides have increased
dramatically since we created
this team.”

In addition. policies that
allow prosecutors to file
criminal charges over the
objections of forgiving or
intimidated victims are in place
at the Los Angeles Citv
Attorney and District
Altorney’s offices.

In Julv, Garcerti's office
established a new domestic
violence policy outlining how
prosecutors can pursue criminal
charges despite uncooperative
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women. medical reports ana
211 emergency tape recordings
can be valuable in these cases.
the policy notes. Officers also
can testifv about statements
the victims made to them.
“The deputy district attorney
shall explain to the vicum that
she or he does not ‘press of
‘drop’ charges.” the policy
states. “That decision rests
-solely with the District
Artornev's Office.

The ultimarte goal. experts
agree. will be to drive home one
soint to women: If a man beats
vou. leave. [t will only get worse
and more frequent with time.

“Get out! Don't get abused.”
is the advice of Maria Lopez of
Sun Valley, whose daughter
Irene was one of 56 women
killed by an abusive partner in
the county in 1993. “A lot of
Lazinas won't speak up. I wish
Irene would have said
something to me.”

Devise safety plan

Before women leave a
potentially deadly relationship,
they need to devise a safety
plan, said Carol Arnetr,
coordinator for the Domestic
Violence Council. A woman’s
chances of being seriously hurt
by an abuser rise significantly
when she is walking out the
door. )

Victoria Castillo heasd mamv

o .

threats. .. - :21 before she died,
a friend recalled. she came
home late from a day of
shopping and was confronted
by her angry husband, Saint
Castillo Jr.

Castillo slapped his wife twz
or three times in the face.
pointed a gun at her head and
said: "I'm going to kill you.”

“She got to the point where it
was more fear than love in the
end.” said Corina Valdez, Mrs.
Castillo’s mother.

Even before he started to .
threaten her life. Saint Castillo
used foul words to degrade her.
Such language is t+pical in
abusive relationships. a tactic
therapists sav m:ukes women
insecure and more likelv 10
stay,
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voung raen know this kind of
behavior isn’t cute. isn't macho
and it’s going to land you in
jail.” Pincus said. "We need
some way to let voung women
know this kind of control and
insane jealousy ... justisn’t
flattering.”

Counseling can help. but
abusers need to treat tr.eir
violent behavior as an
addiction. much the way a
recovering alcoholic abstains
entirely and attends counseling
and support groups for life,
Pincus said. :

Still. she is skeptical
anvthing short of jai can stop
domestic abuse. “You can
modify that sturf.” she said.
“You can't get rid of it."

In the meantime. education
continues to be essential for
those who come in contact with
a domestic violence victim.

“The trouble is that we have
ignored domestic violence for so
long that now that we are really
‘doing something about it —
and we have been ever since the
early 70s — the more we
realize how much there is to
do,” Pincus said.
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Warniog sl )that  bstterer In & death threat to 3 pa~ ~er or
others: .o !
@ Tareatens homicide or sulcide. - -
& Fanasizes about homicide of Suicide.
@ Possesses of hides weapons in the home. -
@ Becomes obsessive about pantney or famlly.
W Assaufts or mutiiates pets. “d.s .
B Becomes acutely depressed.
B Becomes enraged when panner leaves or talks about
leaving. P C =
3 fos s Bearce: Demestic Abase Catter. Rertrides
P R NPT R .
How to get away from aa abusive mote R ‘
W Contact a locai battered women's sheiter and discuss
strategles to leave safely. . L
B Keep an extra set of house and car keys hidden in case
you must leave quickly. . . be |
oney, Important telephone numbers, clotn-
. ﬁfpmi?:?&%e".' lo:ayl pa::ls and othper essertial ltems In a_
safe piace, preferably away from your homa. e
@ Find a trustworthy friend and start looking for 3 hiding
piace. R S A
& Have a plan to cantact police. v ren o0 1
B Take with you, or hide, appointment books, calendars,
address books, Destroy anything that might let the abus-
er locate you, such as telephone or credtt-carg blils.
@ Take favorite toys for chitdren and family photographs 10
keep you company. T ‘ - :
8 Make provisions for pets; shefters won't admit them.
@ Do not leave 3 note or any ciue of your whereabouts.
DT TEET Sesron LA Conaty Domestic Vielence Councll

g i

CALL FOR HELP |

® Domestic violence emergency services

PONCE/fITE...-o.ecveemesiencunersansnsssarss s sas e st oS e et rrerereretertsninreernee g1l
1736 Family Crisis Center, Hermosa Beach...........cvvuemminesnnrnnmrssessares T . (310) 379-3620
South Bay Outreach Center........c..c.covne e eeereaaeeebtessateneesaieaa et sas b e s e rans (310) 549-1375
RAINDOW SErVICeS, SAN PEATO™.....ueiiriiiesecsane s st snae b cetensons et mi) (310) 547-9343
Los Angeles Rape and Battening HOUME ™ ... iecrsninrmisnsisnsminsnas creeerae (310) 392-8381
women's Shelter, LONE BeACNT ...t nss b nirsss s (310) 437-4663
SOJOUM, SANTA MOMIC...cesersassesimtisias oo sssssms s o sh st (310) 392.9896
GOOT ShEPherd SHEIIEI™. v et cmraetiris sttt (213) 737-6111
Center for Pacific Asian Families SheltBr....... .ot 800-339-3940
A General resources
South Bay Community HEIBINE. .ocoeciiiriin et eetraeiennnareen (310) 541-2525
General INformation & refeMaIS..........ooouiemecimansneeeminsnasitenaans 800-339-6993. (213) 686-0950
Domestic Violence Project (Iegal @SSiStaNCe). . ..cverrremnsissressssnseiosinsnescoseas (213) 624-3665
L.A. COMMISSION ON the STBTUS Of WOMEN. ... .cciruiecciiiitiassssssnss s sressens e (213) 485-6533
Scuthern California Coantion on Battered Women...............e... (213) 655-6098: (213) 626-3393

= Seanish.speakers avalable
Source; LA Clty Commission on the Status of Womes.
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‘Abus’ve re aconsh ps

nearly Kille

By Ken Leiser -
and Stuart Dedlc
STAFF WRITERS

enise saw it coming.
It started with shoves when
she would wave to friends.

Then her boyfriend made
threats, such as the time he
held a gas-pump nozzle to her
face and threatened to light her
on fire, .

“I said, ‘T have to get out 0
this.’ ® said Denise, who ask
that ber last name not be used
because she still is fearful of her

| assailant. '

So she moved out. But he
found her and held her hostage
one night in his apartment,
brutalized her and threatened
to kill her.

Denise's story bears haunting
similarity to the stories of 56
women allegedly «illed in 1993
by their boyfriends or spousea.

" In addition to verbal and
physical abuse, her ordeal

d wo

1an

sparked by a breakup.

But how did Denise get
caugbt in that situstion?
‘Pleture-perfoct’ family

She grew up in a seemi
“picture-perfect” family in a big

' house with a pool in N

Hollywood. But weekend gool ' : |
: e

parties oftan gave way to
father beating her mother. &
“That is all 1 saw,” she -
recalled. I remember spending
s lot of time alone. I was always
slone. I excelled in school at
everything I did. I dida’t want
to go home. Everything they
to participate in, I L,
participated in.” *
When sbe grew up, Denise
began landing in one abusive
relationship after another. Her
first marriage left psychological
acars that haunt her when a
door slams or someone makea a
certain hand movement.
" Finally, after an abusive

-one-month relationship witha -

member, she

¢ r\u-po
] _ involved a weapon in the home,, oft the small apartment they

escalating violence and rage

aily Bregze.

471 1" SURVIVOR/BACK PAGE

et 20, 1944

a2 'd @82 "ON

NOILD3S SISATENE ANI WH28:8T 9667 °E2°9NY /

Survivor
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shared apnd moved in with a
fl‘iend. .‘ ::.. A

“] nacked everything and I
lefe,” ahe said. “I left my stereo,
I left everything.”

Then, one day as she was .

walking to a convenieace store,
he showed up and grabbed ber

apertment... ..
i DA

Hopes for escape .
She persuaded him to take
her back 'to the store for a beer,

boping she could escape. -

But ‘on the way, he snatched -

her and"dragged her by her hair
back to the aparument, beating
her and ripping her top off
along the way.

“Nobody stopped to do a
damn thing to help me,” sbe
said: "~ I

Onoe Tie got her back to his
aparithent, he wedged a table
against the front door and
ordered her to take her clothes
off. Théte was & butcher knife
in the room. At one point, he
told her to gzab a Bible because
she was “going to need it."

She survived the night and
called police the next day but
told officers she didn't want to
press charges. She feared him
too much. .- .

“The state .picked up the .

charges,” she said. “I am glad
that they_ did. This one
detective kept after me and
kept aftpr .me. (The detective)
said, ‘You have to do something
about this’.5; <

The- men-.was charged with
attempted sodomy and other
crimes, she aaid, and is now
serving & five-year sentence.

Denise a- married to her
second busband and finds one
of her biggest struggles is
learning to accept the kindnees
and love of a man who doesn’t
batter,

“He doesn’'t make all of the
money in the world, and [ wes
used to that, 100, she said.

“But’ he- does not raise his

" by the arm, then led her to his

voice to me. Ha doean't put his -

h&nd.l on me. %
P ey
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
HIGHLAND COUNTY, OHIO

State of Onhio Cese No.: 94-CR-64

Plaintifs,
) VERDICT ENTRY
vs. cwﬁ! !fEE cDoum) (GUILTY)
o VSCHLAND COUNTY, o1ip
Kevin K. Cochran )
‘ MAY 12 198 ;

Dafendant.
nzcmgﬁg&%‘@ éz'ﬂ’-k‘giféomrs

This cause came on for trial by jury on May 1, 1995 to
end including May 4, 1995. The defendant appeared in open
COQrt,j in the custody of the Highland County Sheriftf,
represented by Devid W. Pence, Attorney at Law, of Hillsboro,
Ohio and L. Patrick Mulligan, Attorney st Law, of Dayton,
6)\10. Rocky A. Coss, Prosecuting Attorney of Righland
County, appeared on behalf of the State of Ohio.

' The jury, after being duly impaneled and sworn, and upon
tha opening statements of counsel, the evidence asdduced,
closing statements of counsél, snd the instructions of the
Court, end the jurors having deliberated the charge slleged in
the indictment, sfter due deliberation, found the defendant
GUILTY of the Charge as alleged in the indictment, Aggravated
Murder, with specification, in violation of Section 2903,01(A)
ORé. The Court then polled the jury and each Jurorx 1nd{¢ated
that this was his verdict. Thereupon the Court accepted the

.o - - -




AUG 22°'86

-
LR TR L T T e R T

b AT AL 1

nd Comely
dng Attomey

PP

{

' ¢ A CQSS
y Regsttion
(-1} a'

L]

et o o s o

16:12 FR NDAR 783 836 3185 TO 12024567028

P.B7/16

EXTRR PRGE B8

jurors' verdicts.

- f--- e — et L .~es > —————

The Court having discharged the jury, and the defendant
having been informed of the verdict, the Court having heard
statements of counsal for the defendant, counsel for the State
ot bhio, and from the victim's mother, inquired of the
defendant whether he had anything to séy why judgment end
gentence should not now be pronounced, and the defendant
replied in the negative.

The Court hereby sentences the defendant herein to the

° Corrections Reception Center to a tera of life imprisonment

- ——

with no eligibility for parole for a period of 20 years, and
to s mandatory three years of sctual incarceration as to the

gun specification, said sentences to run consecutively to each

" other.

The question of credit for t:l.né served was reserved by
the Court, pending 1n£omation- to be provided to the Court by
counsel and the Highland County Sheriff's Department.

It $s further the order of this Court that the defendant
pay the costs of prosecution for which judgment is hereby

granted and execution ordered.

);

————— - - ——

. e . — 1 g -
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Castro's
China
~ Model

By Tad Szule

WASIINGTON
or .2 year or 5o, Presi-
dent Fivel Castro has
bewn relaxing Cuba's
riglaly controlled econ-
omy, inviting forelgn
. - tnvetment uader high-
Iy tavaradle tering, visitlng Eurape
und Latin Ameries to wen politicat
SupporT 3nd making lire easler for the
Roman Catholiv Church, A few weeks
agn. hu released three pafiticul pris-
aners to a vislting mermber of Con-
gress, whn took them o Miami. It
wys heglnning to look a3 if Mr. Cns-
tro, who 18 69, was finally meliowlng.

But on Saturday, M3 je1s shut down
twu small unarmed clvilion planea
{Iown by members uf Brothers 10 the
Rescue, an anti-Castro groud dased
In Mtami, as they gpproachcd ar on-
tercd Cudan air space. Earller in the
week, securily zervices i Havana
detained many leaders sand members
of Concillo Cubano, an umbrella or-
gonlzatten ol small opposition
‘groups. which hud planned 10 hold s
first conventlan.

Are Mr. Castro's actlons contradie-
tory? No, They are wholly consisrent
with thosc vf his 37-year reign. Hris
determined not to raleratc any chal-
lenge 1a-his authority. internal or

‘fod Szuic ts uuthor of “Fidel: A
Critical Portrail.”

externad, whatever the cansequences.
Mr. Castro evidently cancluded that
Uie seeri-nply hurmiess Concitio Cu-
bano was 5 potentlal threat. And dan-
gerous doubtx abaut his grip on pow-
et could de ralsed if Brothers i the
Rescue, which in the past Rhas
dropped anli-Casiro leafiels on Ha-
vona, continued breaching the is-
land's defenses.

Mer. Custra, who visited China in
Decembrr for the first umne, is in-
creasingly applylng what Cuban atfl-
clals 1¢ll me ix the *“*China madel.” In
nis view, Ching has come vp with the
perfect solution for (e survival an
“woelalist  revolutionary”  solely:
Create 8 market economy, with
targe.ceala foreign Invesment, while
brutally farhidaing politicat freedom.

The twd-track
strategy that
handcuffs Clinton.

Mr. Castro has often 5216 he wants to
avuid the miatakes of Mikhail Gorba-
chov, who ¢ (ks brought about the
collapse of tho Sovigt Unian by per-
mittng Both ecanomie reform and
potitical iiberalization.

Mr, Couuro's twosdrack policy hay
apparently been successlul. After hit-
ung battom iu 1983, the ecanumy has

‘g _ProSec_:ut

By David Feige

udges Are easy Targels. nts
alwnys unwlse and {requent ly
uncthilcal for them 1o defend
their reasoning publicly. The
Judiclary is designed to be im-
sulated from the whims of
pudlic oplaton, and engaging
i recrtminations or justfications
politicizes what shauld be ¢ conram-
plative job. The public, meanwhlle, is
sending only ene message: Ignore
the law nnd Constitution, and rul2 as
harshly as posgible.  *

No one has been Juss insuldied
feorm these pressures n recent
wecks than Judge Laria Duckmnn al
Drooklyn. Judge Duckmann has heen
Joudly assailed this month over his
releasc of Benito Oliver, who wecks
1ater kitled his ex-girifriend, Galina
®ornar. and himself, This week, the
judge faced more criticism aver 0
gimilar ‘case, in which a canvicted
‘mon was freed only (o Altack g for-
mer girlfriend  ggain. Yosterday,
Gov. Gearge Pataki recommended
that Judge Duckman be rempved.

. Both cases ure abviously distress.
tng. Yet, contracy 16 the public exco-
riotton of the judgy, they say far less
adout him 1han they do about the
fatluras of the Brooklyn District At-
tammcy's office and (ts power 0 e
flect pubiic scrutiny away from
them.

To suggest, i particular, that
Jndge Duckmun could hive prevent:

David Feige Is o lnwyer.

ing Judge Duckman

ed Gatina Komar's murder using the
blunt lexal instruments avallable to
him is adsurd. Abyone who is willing,
lo e 1o azcomplish deir cnds is
very difficust to siop. Mr, Dilver’s
corpse 18 pruof of his dedication ta
eading ber life,

When he wag urrested on Dec. 15,
Benito Cliver was charged with a3-
2ault in the second gegree and nt-
tempicd ussault in the secend degrae,
vath felontes. The niost serlaus of
these charges carries 3 Manuniony

The district
attorneys won the
media war.

minimuin sentcnce of {ive years.
Having chorged Mr. Oliver whth 2
falony. the 12w required the Disrrict

Atlorney’s office 1o prusent-the case

w0 a grand jury in arder fo secure an
indictment. Yet that office, for what-
cver reason, chose Dot (o fio to the
gruud Jury, and reduced the charges
10 misdetneaners, As a result, rather
(han facing i minimum of five yeurs
1 prison, Mr. Oiver now taced 3
maxiinum of one year In jail. .

The case, ke thausands of simitar
anes involving domestic abuse, pre-
ceeded TRrough the Criminal Court,
where Judre Duckman Sits. Watle
prosorutors trumpeied the severity

of the case in the press, Mr. Oliver's
THe was being pussed off among hal!
a dozen digirict strormeys. After hav-
ing wice denied defense requests for
n reduccion {n ball, Judge Duckman
ordered the asswtant district atror-
ney 10 e prcpured for triaton Jan. 24.
Only after the District Auorney®s ul-
{ice filed 10 atrive prepared Jor trial
an tvro successive days was the ball
reduced,

Judge Duckman did not “release™
Mr, Oliver. Rather, he fixed what Is
congidered reasonable misdemeanar
ball In Breoklyn, which Mr, Olivet's
tamily paid. In America, untilapleals
entered ar o jury renders s verdict,
cnizens are presumed innocent. Thus,
i 71 but the niost sertous cases crimi-
nat delendants are entitied t a speedy
irial and te reasonable ball.

While pawer i5 Supposed to be dis-
tribuwed miore o less vvehly in the
courtronm, in (he rentm uf public opin-
fon, district attorheys — wio tavarl-
ably have their own press relations
departmer’s — wickd tremendous
pawer. Busy defcnse lawyers, on the
other hand, seldom have the resolrees
10 make temselves or thelr point of
view gccessible 1o o story-hungry
press. And judges shovidn’t, and usy-
ally won't, comment. .

Judge Duckman did not {nvent do-
mestic violence, and 35 much A5 we
wish he could, be can't stop it. Com-
foning ourselves with the idea that
these tragedics fesult unly from et
ranl judges or ineffective hangmen
obscures (he facta and Impodes ihe
search (ar real solutions, Q

Gale

becn reviving. The Government s8Y5
that &l the end of 1395 there were 212
agreements WA (orelgn Investors,
who have pumped $2.1 billlon Into 34
araas of the economy, especially the
(ourism industry.

The punitive measures President
Clintun Ras annpunced are virtuslly
meaningless. Preveniing Miami-Ha-
vonu charter {lights and suspending
telephone connections will. hunt Cu-
vang on the isiand more than the
regime, and the Joss of revenuc
Cuba will be negligible. President
Clinton and Congress agreed yester-
day on new sanctivns that woulgd
namper foreinn Investment. But thiy
Iegislation Is bound 10 anger our al
lles and would be hard to defend
under internadona! law,.

Finally. Mr, Castro re1atns the
“rafter” weapon. Last year, in rew
sponse te exiics who hijacked Cuban
coas5tA) vessels, he let tens of thou-
sands of Cubans leave on ralts and
small boats - umil Washinptan
agreed to prevent the hijackings. Tf
the gverflights Uy Brothers to the
Regcue continue, Mr, Casiro miay
pursur that sirategy again.

President Clinton can try to penal-
1ze the Cudnn Ieader, but he should
vnderstand (hat Mr. Cascre 15 utierly
Inflexible. Reatizing that he faces nd
renl threat from the United States.
Mr. Castro will continue (0 woo for-
elgn investors ona dar dizsent.

fn this clection year, Mr. Clinton
cannot he perceived as showing
weakness. Bul there are na simple
salutions. In sight, Mr. Clinten must
realize that, unforrunately, Mr. Cas-
tro has more leverage than ke does. O

18US.

]

Somerimesit's the it
bring, you down.

A5 Senate Dmmorrats
Whitewater huurings
white Hause iy lorced 1o
mall edence: 35 8 C
%anse  Progeculor triex
(esth 2ony of the Indepe
gel key wines: againt
dea ~ av unpelated glot
tran a wor."an's nand, T

“Travelgate.” at fin
missed as a mcre emt
Riliaty Clinton. a5 @ {a°
wood friénds, told her st
pf the people who rd
House Traval Dffice; t
spoils sysiem. the F.R 1
Department were used
and harasy.the (nnocenl

When some of us hol
abuse of power, the Fir
ity dissociated hersell )
Cangress asked it5 Grn
Ing Office to nvusTg3te
ton washud her hanas ol

“Mrs. Clinton does ¢
origin of the decision v
White House Travel O
cen,” she responded the
yer. ... she had nio ol
slon 10 lerminate ¢
Mrs. Ciinton did not di
action be taken Ly an;
pard 1o the Travel Offh

Hillaryp
*26 Questi

expressing an tnteres!
infermation about the -
uUntrue. Years lafef,
cause Republicans 0
Congress, A meme {rol
kins, the aide who caf
Clintan’s wishes, was
surface; Contraryte
G.A.0. 1n 1993, Watking
the First Ledy sal
those people out — Wi
pi¢ In. We need the slad
F.B.I. that ne wrote &
uar after chiei of stat
told him "the maticr
trunt of Hillary Clinton
This stark refutatig
Lody's respanse wis)
by cantcmpuranedus K
1 Cere alde, of Susan |
ing McLarry “HUlAn
people fired.” MeLart)

Opportur
oppeortunity

Last summer, we swatlowed hard when an
apporiunity seernad lost. The 135u8 WaS reg-
ulatory reform and e ¢hance ta do some-
thing positive for the nation’s economic 0
health—to elimingte unnacessarily costly F-a
foderal rulas, But nothing happened. v
What was at Slaka was 0 roquirement

1hat all regulations shoutd be opon

© cost/

raas
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At a hearing, Judge Schwartzwald increased the bond on Mr. Oliver from $2,000
to $5,000. "I see I am looking at your record, " Judge Schwartzwald said. "Your
record is actually a terrible record."

Yesterday, Mr. Schwartzwald said: "I did it because I thought the allegations
were serious. And I thought the man was dangerous.”

Three weeks later, Judge Duckman reduced the bond to 32,000.

The judge also said he was convinced that Mr. Oliver would leave Ms. Komar
alone if his dog was returned to him.

Judge Duckman explained: "By getting the dog back to Mr. Oliver, that would
eliminate one of the problems we have had and do a great deal toward assuring
the safety of Ms. Komar, as well as putting the dog back into the hands of

somebody who can actually care for the dog, because I didn’t want anything to
happen to the dog, either.”

GRAPHIC: Photo: Mayor Rudolph W. Ciuliani has challenged Judge Lorin Duckman to
explain why he freed Benito Oliver over protests of prosecutors trying to
protect Mr. Oliver‘s ex-girlfriend, Galina Komar, who was later killed. At Ms.
Komar’s Funeral yesterday, the Mayor comforted Asya Komisarchik, her mother.
(Chester Higgins Jr./The New York Times)

TLANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: February 15, 1996
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The New York Times

February 15, 1996, Thursday, Late Edition - Final
SECTION: Section B; Page 3; Column 4; Metropolitan Desk
LENGTH: 966 words
HEADLINE: Judge Rebuked After a Woman Is Slain
BYLINE: By DON VAN NATTA Jr.

BODY :
Gov. George E. Pataki and Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani yesterday criticized a
Brooklyn judge for freeing a violent felon who later killed his former

girlfriend at a Queens car dealership, a slaying carried out gseveral weeks after
she had sought protection from the courts.

Using uncharacteristically harsh language, Mr. Pataki and Mr. Giuliani
challenged Judge Lorin Duckman to explain why he chose to free the man, Benito
oliver, 35, of New Rochelle, despite the protests of prosecutors who had tried
to protect his former girlfriend, Galina Komar, 33, who was killed on Monday.

Mr. Giuliani said he would try on several fronts to have the judge removed,
possibly through impeachment.

Mr. Pataki called the case "a travesty of justice," saying that Judge
Duckman’s actions "raise serious questions about his fitness to continue to
serve" on the bench.

"For the judge to have permitted him to be at liberty on such facts is an
outrage," Mr. Pataki said.

The case is the latest of several that the Governor and Mayor have seized on
as examples of a judicial system that they say is more concerned with the rights
of criminals than with those of victims. Mr. Pataki, in particular, has been
sharply critical of the Court of Appeals for rulings that he maintains go too
far in protecting the rights of criminal defendants.

In the latest case, at about 12:40 P.M. Monday, Mr. Oliver walked intc the
Koeppel Volkswagen dealership in Woodside, where Ms. Komar worked, and shot her
once in the head with a .44-caliber revolver. Mr. Oliver then shot himself in
the head. Both died instantly.

Three weeks earlier, Mr. Oliver was jailed and charged with attacking Ms.
Komar three times in late November and December. Ms. Komar told the police that
he had placed a butcher’s knife against her throat and threatened to kill her.

After Mr. Oliver posted a $2,000 bond on Dec. 27, the police immediately
arrested him again, charging him with placing three threatening phone calls to
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Ms. Komar from his jail cell at the Brooklyn House of Detention. A judge set
bond at $5,000.
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But on Jan. 24, Judge Duckman reduced Mr. Oliver’s bail to $2,000, saying he
did not believe he should be jailed any longer on charges that he had violated a
court order of protection. In New York State, the crimes of stalking and
violating protection orders are misdemeanors that do not carry long prison
terms. Because of that, judges are often powerless to keep a person accused of
stalking someone in jail for a long period, lawyers say.

Even if Mr. Oliver were convicted of all charges, he faced a maximum of two
years in prison, prosecutors said. At the Jan. 24 hearing, Judge Duckman pointed
out that Mr. Oliver had been in jail for 40 days, "which could be the maximum
imprisenment assuming that he is convicted," he said.

Mr. Oliver‘s release drew angry criticism from prosecutors, who had argued
that Mr. ‘Oliver had three felony convictions, including one for rape in 1977.
They also arqued that Mr. Oliver had injured Ms. Komar, putting bruises on her
forehead and arms and bumps on her head.

But Judge Duckman dismissed those arguments. "1 am not suggesting that
bruising is nice, but there is no disfigqurement," he told a prosecutor at the

hearing. "There are no broken bones. There are no serious physical injury
charges, are there?"

At a news conference yesterday, Mr. Giuliani, who went to Ms. Komar'’s funeral
yesterday, said, "I think the judge should be reguired to explain how it is that
he works hard to let ocut on bail someone that a woman said had bruised her,
someone that a woman said was terrorizing her, someone who has a long history of
criminal activity."

Judge Duckman did not return calls to his home and office yesterday.

More than once at the Jan. 24 hearing, Judge Duckman said he wanted Mr.
Oliver to be released from jail so he could be reunited with his dog. While in
jail, Mr. Oliver had phoned Ms. Komar, telling her he wanted his dog returned to
him.

"e has been in jail enough for a person who is charged with these crimes,"
Judge Duckman said. "I want to know about the dog."

The assistant district attorney at the hearing, Patria Frias, challenged the
judge. "If something as simple as a dog can irritate him where he is threatening
the complainant over the phone, " Ms. Frias said, "then I am really worried about
what he can do if he gets out."

Mr. Giuliani’s attacks on Judge Duckman came after he criticized a Federal
judge who ruled that 80 pounds of drugs were illegally seized in a drug case.

And in December, Mayor Giuliani demoted two Brooklyn Criminal Court judges,
refusing to give them 10-year terms and instead giving them one-year interim

appointments. He also challenged their qualifications to sit on the bench.

Coincidenltally, one of the judges Mr. Ciuliani had demoted -- Judge Eugene L.
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Schwartzwald -- increased Mr. Oliver’s bail on Jan. 2, just days after the Mayor
had questioned his gqualifications.
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People, July 11, 159%4

SECTION: UP FRONT; Pg. 36

No pliors
HEADLINE: THE OTHER NICOLE; (Po\\@/ Sillciy § hot % Kll\f).g

on the same day Nicole Simpson was killed, Nicole Leps was murdered by an
ex-boyfriend in a classic, if uncelecbrated, case of domestic violence

LENGTH: 1277 words

BYLINE: BILL HEWITT
MARIA EFTIMIADES in Winslow Township

BODY:

THEY SHARED A FIRST NAME AND A BLOODY fate, though preciocus little else. On
Jurne 12, Nicole Brown Simpson was slashed to death along with her friend Ronald
Goldman in Los Angeles, allegedly by ex-husband 0.J. Simpson. The courts have
yet to determine Simpson’s gullt or innocence, but the couple's stormy
relationship has already focused considerable attention on the problem of
spousal abuse. Meanwhile, on the same day., in the southern New Jersey township
of Winslow, Nicole Leps, 24, was [atally shot by her ex-boyfriend, Nicholas
Spennato, 24. Only in this case, Lhe killing went comparatively unnoticed, a
local tragedy rather than a national scandal.

Call her the other Nicole -- and let her stand for the roughly 2,500 women
who die each year in this country at the hands of their romantic partners.
Several million more are attacked and brutalized by the men in their lives. On
the weekend of June 11 alone, the San Diego Police Department recorded 141
domestic violence reports, and at a battered women’s shelter in suburban
Minneapalis there were 36 requests for help. All across the country the number
of calls jumped once news of the Simpson murder spread.

For Nicole Leps, the weekend of June 11 had been spent trying Lo dodge
Spennato, with whom she had been trying to break up since February. On Sunday
evening she had a friend drive her to a waitressing shift at the Fireside
Steakhouse so that he wouldn’t see her Geo Storm in the parking lot. But around
7:30, Spennato showed up at the restaurant anyway. He took a seat at the bar and
began directing obscenities at Leps as she walked by. Finally the manager called
the police. Officer Daniel Calabrese, 38, soon arrived and asked Spennato for
some identification. He then asked what was in the fanny pack around Spennato’s
waist. In reply, Spennato pulled out a .45-cal. semiautomatic pistol and shot
Calabrese, the father of two, in the groin and the chest, wounding him fatally.

As patrons screamed and dove for cover, Leps fled to the back of the kitchen.
Spennatoc quickly tracked her down. A cook heard him esay to her, "See what you
made me do? You're not going to get away with this, Nicole!" She begged him,
"Oh, no, Nick." Spennato shot her in the head and the hip, then pointed the gun
into his own mouth and pulled the trigger. When police arrived moments later,
they found the former lovers lying side by side.

To be, in effect, executed in a public place lent an added dimension of
horror to the murder of Nicole Leps. But in many respects the tragic arc of her
relationship with Spennato followed a pattern familiar to abuse experts: the
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abuse. "They’re not so much in love as in obsession. But they want Lo bring this
woman into control so they can feel better about themselves."

Perhaps, above all, the murder of Leps illustrates just how easily any woman
can become a victim of abuse. Certainly in her personality and background, Leps
hardly seemed fated to end up as a statistic. She grew up in Winslow Township,
the youngest of three children of Charles and Mary Beth Lepsz, who until recently
ran a local ligquer store. Fretty and outgoing, Nicole was Homecoming Queen and
captain of the girls soccer team at Edgewood Regional High School. After
majoring in biology and psychology at Salisbury State University in Maryland,
she returned home and lived with her parents while working as a substitute
teacher at her old junior high school. Her ambitidén: to become a echool
psychologist.

Nicole met Spennato last fall when she and some friends went to a nightclub
whare he performed as an exotic dancer. Spennato, who lived in nearby Mount
Holly, N.J., was a muscular 5 fr.10 in., 185-pcunder who danced under the stage
name Nico. The pair hit it off and began dating. But it didn‘t take long for
hints of Lrouble to appear. Nicole brought Spennato home to meet her parents
eight months ago. "I told her, 'I don’t like him,’” " says Mary Beth. "It was a
mother‘s intuition."

Only later did the Leps learn that Spennato had a police record. He
apparently told Nicole he was on parole for robbing a convenience store. In fact
he had been released from prison after serving only three months of his
five-year sentence for breaking into a home in 1950 and stealing $50,000 worth
of musical equipment. During the robbery he and his three accomplices had tied
up a woman and her son and beaten the boy savagely with sawed-off pool cues.
Nicole seemed to downplay his past. "Maybe she thought she could change him,"
says Mary Beth.

Instead, Spennato’s behavior became abusive. One night last March he and
Leps were having a snack of chicken wings at her sister Zina Buete'’'s house.
Nothing seemecd amiss until Nicole decided to try a little of Spennato’s spicy
sauce. "My sister picked up Nicholas’s plate and poured a tiny bit of the juice
onto hers," recalls Zina, 30. "He freaked out. He’'s screaming, ‘What the hell’s
the matter with you!’ and he started cursing her." Zina and her husband, Les,
were stunned. Later when Les told his sister-in-law, "You better watch your
a3s," Nicole brushed off the incident. "She said, ’‘Oh, he loses his temper once
in a while.’ ®

In the months that followed, however, it became increasingly clear that
Spennalto was more than just a hothead. For one thing, he was possessive to the
point that he was jealous of Nicole’s relationship with Zina‘s children, Alysha
Nicole, 4, and Christopher, 21 months. "He would holler at herx," says Zina. "He
thought she spent more time with us than with him." As for physical abuse,
Nicole never confided to family or friends that Spennato had brutalized her, but
there were suspicions. "Onc time I saw a bruise on her face," says Zina. "She
said they had been kidding around and something happened."

When Leps began trying to break up with Spennato, the time in many abusec
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casee when the victim is at greatest peril, he reacted with growing fury. In the
wecks before the murder, he followed her, hid in the bushes across from the
Lepses’ home and called there constantly, hanging up whenever anyone else
answered. Charles and Mary Beth later learned that he had threatened the
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family, telling Leps, "If you don’t stay with me, I will kill everyone you
love." On the night of June 11, she returned heme late to find Spennato waiting
outside. After she entered the house, he climbed on the roof and headed for her
pedroom window. She called the police. Three officers quickly arrived, but
Spennato had already gone. Leps never told the officers about the harassment and
threats. -

By the next evening, Nicole was dead. In the aftermath of her murder, family,

friends and authorities were left feeling an enormous sense of frustration over
a tragedy that seemed preventable. "She had every reason to be afraid of this

guy, " says Winslow policea chief Anthony Bello, "but that wasn’t conveyed to the
police." Zina agrees, especially after seeing the Simpson case unfold at the

same time. "My sister never reached out for help like the other Nicole tried to
do," she says. Instead, like many other abused women, she suffered in silence,
perhaps out of shame or the feeble hope that her tormentor would simply go away.
Later, after her sister’s death, Zina found a calendar in Nicole's room. On it

the date June 4 had been circled and marked with the words "I’'m through with
Nicholas . "

GRAPHIC: Picture 1, Killer Nicholas Spennato was working as an exotic dancer
when Nicole first met him. descBlack and white: Nicholas Spennato., A CLASS ACT
ENTERTAINMENT/PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER; Picture 2, "He was a time bomb," says Mary
Beth Leps of the man who killed her daughter. descBlack and white: Mary Beth
Leps holding a photograph of Nicole Leps., Photographs by Nina Berman/Sipa
Press; Picture 3, "Nicole was hiding a lot of things," says a waitress friend at
the Fireside Steakhouse. descBlack and white: Sign in front of the FPireside
Steakhouse and Lounge in Winslow, New Jersey., Photographs by Nina Berman/Sipa
Press: Picture 4, Officer Calabrese was Spennato’'s first murder victim.
descBlack and white: Daniel Calabrese., NO CREDIT; Picture 5, Nicole was radiant
at her Junior Prom in 1986. descBlack and white: Nicole Leps., COURTESY LEPS
FAMILY; Picture 6, Mary Reth and father Charles (right, next to Nicole) worried
as her isolation grew. descRlack and white: Mary Beth Leps, Nicole Leps and
Charles Leps with others., COURTESY LEPS FAMILY
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There were no banner headlines for Misty Marchant. No radio call-in shows on
Mary Rivas. The TV networks never mentioned Rosa Maria Vargas.

Yet, since the murder a month ago of Nicole Brown Simpson - to which 0.J.
Simpson has pleaded innocent - these women shared a common fate, if not Nicole‘s
fame. Each, police chaxrge, were slain by a husband or boyfriend.

mattered in life, unheralded in death, 2,500 women a year are killed by
intimate partners. i

"Tt hasn’'t had this much attention or interest becauge it’g so commonplace,”
says Rita Smith of the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Yet, "It's

the leading cause of homicide for women."

Beyond antiseptic police blotters and coroners’ reports, though, their
stories are seldom Lold. Here, then, is what happened to eight ordinary women

since Lhe Simpson case:

West Point, Utah

In April, Misty Marchant begged prosecutors not to jail her husband for
threatening her with a gqun.

"She said, ’'I don’t want him around when he’s been drinking,’ " recalls Davis

County, Utah, proseculor Ccarvel Harward. "But, ’‘'When he’s scber, he’s generally
quite nice.’ "

r”;o Kenneth Marchant, 29, who had appeared coften in court for battering his
wife, was placed under a {EEEEEEEEEH—QEQEI and given probation.

The next month, Misty, 32, filed for divorce.

on July 3, as the couple’s S-year-old daughter cried on a vaped 911 emergency
call, Misty Marchant beggad Kenneth not to shoot her boyfriend.

When police arrived, they found Misty and Kirt Swann, 32, dead. Each had been
shot with a 12-gauge shotgun and a .22-caliber handgun.

Kenneth was later found at his father’'s home, dead of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound.
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like so many battered women, Harward says, "She had the sincere hope they
could try to work things out."
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Gloucester, Mass.

Jennifer Chute always got defensive when friends told her to end her abusive
10-year relationship with John Masello.

"She’d say, ’'You don’t know him. It’s not like that anymore. He’s changed,’ "
saye friend Decnise Spurlock. "She wanted to marry him. She said, ‘I want a ring
by December.’ "

But Chute’s life ended June 26. That’'s when police say Masello shot the
24-year-old in the head as she cried on the phone to her molher.

Spurlock says Chute scemed happier than in years. She and Masello, a truck

driver, had moved in together to mend their relationship. Chute busily furnished
their new home.

It was there, after a five-hour tight, that her life ended.

"What disturbs me," says Spurlock, "is not one persan called the police. That
might have saved Jennifer’'s life."

Masello, 29, has pleaded innocent of murder and is being held on $ 200,000
bail.

Palm Harbor, Fla.

After three years of fighting, stalking, separations and prayers, the
roller-coaster marriage of Michael and Donna Tufano came to an abrupt end July 1
in a shopping center parking lot.

as horrified coffee shop patrons looked omn, Michael followed Donna from the
couple’s parked car, pulled a handgun from his right pants pocket, and fired
three bullets into his wife at point-blank range.

He then drove to nearby Safety Harbor to see a priest who had counseled him.
Tufano’s mother soon arrived at Lhe church. All chree prayed.

Then in front of his mother, he shot himself in the head.

1n June 1993, Tufano was arrested fox stalking his wife. He pleaded no
. ' T e — e —————
contest and was given a four-month probation.

The couple was separated when they agreed Lo talk things over ncar the Publix
supermarket whexre Donna worked.

Michael brought two roeses, one pink, one peach. He also brought a .38-caliber
revolver he’d purchased last month and picked up after the required five-day

[ﬁfiting period.
nAbout 75% of the women who are killed by domestic abusers are killed after
they’'ve left or while they’'re trying to leave," says Linda Osmundsen of St.
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petersburg’s Center Against Spousc Abuce.

Kissimmee, Fla.
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