Clinton’s call for a constitutional amendment to protect
the rights of crime victims.

The platform also takes a centrist position on the
controversial issue of immigration, recognizing “the ex-
traordinary contribution of immigrants to America
throughout our history,” while also stating, “We cannot
tolerate illegal immigration and we must stop it.”

In addition, this section of the platform calls for welfare
reform. Clinton agreed July 31 to sign legislation that
would overhaul the current welfare system.

Yet another effort to break from the party’s past image
is the platform’s discussion of administration efforts to cut
government: “We have worked hard over the last four years
to rein in big government, slash burdensome regulations,
eliminate wasteful programs, and shift problem-solving out
of Washington and back to people and communities who
understand their situations best.”

The platform also endorses campaign finance reform, and
says that the District of Columbia “deserves statehood.”

—
—~

‘Community” -

The Congressional Democratic leadership has embraced
an agenda entitled “families first,” and this platform sup-
ports that agenda while highlighting some related accom-
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plishments of the administration. The platform mentions
favorably the enactment of the Family and Medical Leave
Act, the “v-chip” that would block violent TV programs,
and efforts to cut back on children’s access to tobacco.

In addition, this section includes a call to rebuild the
country’s poorest communities “from the bottom up”
through community-based solutions, and criticism for the
Republicans’ environmental agenda.

The platform calls for continued efforts to enforce civil
rights laws, protect religious freedom, and continue such
efforts as the AmeriCorps national service program. Re-
flecting Clinton’s views of affirmative action, the platform
states, “we should mend it, not end it.”

‘Security, Freedom and Peace’ _
While this platform focuses primarily on domestic pol-
icy, it does devote time to foreign issues such as relations
with Russia and peace efforts in the Middle East, Haiti and
Northern Ireland.
. It argues that Democrats have supported a strong mili-
tary, a national missile defense program that differs from
that proposed by the Republicans, and a concerted effort
against terrorism. In addition, the platform stresses the
role of diplomacy in promoting peace and democracy. =

TEXT

Draft Democratic National Platform

Following is the text of the draft platform for the
Democratic National Committee. The draft was adopted
at the Platform Committee’s Aug. 5 meeting in Pittsburgh,
and will be subject to minor technical corrections before it
is presented to the convention in Chicago Aug. 26-29.

In 1996, America will choose the President who will lead
us from the millennium which saw the birth of our nation,
and into a future that has all the potential to be even
greater than our magnificent past. Today’s Democratic
Party is ready for that future. Our vision is simple. We
want an America that gives all Americans the chance to live
out their dreams and achieve their God-given potential. We
want an America that is still the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom. And we want an America that is com-
ing together around our enduring values, instead of drifting
apart.

Today’s Democratic Party is determined to renew
America’s most basic bargain: Opportunity to every Ameri-
can, and responsibility from every American. And today’s
Democratic Party is determined to reawaken the great
sense of American community.

Opportunity. Responsibility. Community. These are the
values that made America strong. These are the values of
the Democratic Party. These are the values that must
guide us into the future.

Today. America is moving forward with the strong
Presidential leadership it deserves. The economy 1is stron-
ger. the deficit is lower, and government is smaller. Educa-
tion is better, our environment is cleaner, families are
healthier, and our streets are safer. There is more opportu-

nity in America, more responsibility in our homes, and
more peace in the world.

Today’s Democratic Party stands proudly on the record
of the last four years. We are living in an age of enormous
possibility, and we are working to make sure that all Amer-
icans can make the most of it. America is moving in the
right direction.

Now we must move forward, and we know the course we
must follow. We need a smaller, more effective, more effi-
cient, less bureaucratic government that reflects our time-
honored values. The American people do not want big
government solutions and they do not want empty prom-
ises. They want a government that is for them, not against
them; that doesn’t interfere with their lives but enhances
their quality of life. They want a course that is reasonable,
help that is realistic, and solutions that can be delivered —
a moderate, achievable, common-sense agenda that will
improve people’s dally lives and not increase the size of
government.

That is what today’s Democratic Party offers: the end
of the era of big government and a final rejection of the
misguided call to leave our citizens to fend for themselves
— and bold leadership into the future: To meet America’s
challenges, protect America’s values, and fulfill American
dreams.

Opportunity

For 220 years, America has been defined by a single
ideal: Opportunity for all who take the responsibility to
seize it. President Andrew Jackson put it best: We believe
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real assistance to entrepreneurs as they work to start or
expand their businesses. At the same time, since Bill Clin-
ton became President, we have more than doubled the
number of loans to small businesses, nearly tripled loans to
minority businesses, and quadrupled loans to women-
owned businesses. The President ordered all federal agen-
cies to comply with laws designed to ensure that small,
minority, and women-owned businesses can compete for
their fair share of procurement dollars. We are committed
to continued efforts to expand opportunity for small, mi-
nority, and women business owners.

Corporate citizenship. Employers have a responsibil-
ity to do their part as well. President Clinton and the
Democratic Party stand on the side of working families. We
believe that values like loyalty, fairness, and responsibility
are not inconsistent with the bottom line. We call on our
corporate leaders to invest in the long-term, by providing
workers with good wages and benefits, education and train-
ing, and opportunities for greater involvement in company
decision making and ownership. As workers increase their
productivity, employers should make sure they share in the
benefits of the good years, as well as the burdens of the bad
ones. Employers should respect the commitment of work-
ers to their families, and should work to provide good
pensions and health care. When CEOs put their workers
and long-term success ahead of short-term gain, their
workers will do better and so will they.

Responsibility

Today’s Democratic Party knows that the era of big
government is over. Big bureaucracies and Washington
solutions are not the real answers to today’s challenges. We
need a smaller government ... and we must have a larger
national spirit. Government’s job should be to give people
the tools they need to make the most of their own lives.
Americans must take the responsibility to use them, to
build good lives for themselves and their families. Personal
responsibility is the most powerful force we have to meet

our challenges and shape the future we want for ourselves,

for our children, and for America.

Fighting Crime

Today’s Democratic Party believes the first responsibil-
ity of government is law and order. Four years ago, crime in
America seemed intractable. The violent crime rate and the
murder rate had climbed for seven straight years. Drugs
seemed to flow freely across our borders and into our
neighborhoods. Convicted felons could walk into any gun
shop in the country and buy a handgun. Military-style
assault weapons were sold freely. Our people didn’t feel
safe in their homes, walking their streets, or even sending
their children to school. Under the thumb of special inter-
ests like the gun lobby, Republicans talked tough about
crime but did nothing to fight it.

Bill Clinton promised to turn things around, and that is
exactly what he did. After a long hard fight, President
Clinton beat back fierce Republican opposition, led by
Senator Dole and Speaker Gingrich, to answer the call of
America’s police officers and pass the toughest Crime Bill in
history. The Democratic Party under President Clinton is
putting more police on the streets and tougher penalties on
the books; we are taking guns off the streets and working to
steer young people away from crime and gangs and drugs in
the first place. And it is making a difference. In city after city
and town after town, crime rates are finally coming down.
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Community policing. Nothing is more effective in the
fight against crime than police officers on the beat, engaged
in community policing. The Crime Bill is putting 100,000
new police officers on the street. We deplore cynical Rex

publican attempts to undermine our promise to America to -

put 100,000 new police officers on the street. We pledge to
stand up for our communities and stand with our police
officers by opposing any attempt to repeal or weaken this
effort. But we know that community policing only works
when the community works with the police. We echo the
President’s challenge to Americans: If 50 citizens joined
each of America’s 20,000 neighborhood watch groups, we
would have a citizen force of one million strong to give our
police forces the backup they need.

Protecting our children, our neighborhoods, and
our police from criminals with guns. Bob Dole, Newt
Gingrich, and George Bush were able to hold the Brady Bill
hostage for the gun lobby until Bill Clinton became Presi-
dent. With his leadership, we made the Brady Bill the law

of the land. And because we did, more than 60,000 felons,

fugitives, and stalkers have been stopped from buying
guns. President Clinton led the fight to ban 19 deadly
assault weapons, designed for one purpose only — to kill
human beings. We oppose efforts Lo restrict weapons used
for legitimate sporting purposes, and we are proud that not
one hunter or sportsman was forced to change guns because
of the assault weapons ban. But we know that the military-
style guns we banned have no place on America’s streets,
and we are proud of the courageous Democrats who defied
the gun lobby and sacrificed their seats in Congress to
make America safer.

Today’s Democratic Party stands with America’s police
officers. We are proud to tell them that as long as Bill
Clinton and Al Gore are in the White House, any attempt
to repeal the Brady Bill or assault weapons ban will be met
with a veto. We must do everything we can to stand behind
our police officers, and the first thing we should do is pass a
ban on cop-killer bullets. Any bullet that can rip through a
bulletproof vest should be against the law; that is the least
we can do to protect the brave police officers who risk their
lives to protect us.

Tough punishment. We believe that people who break
the law should be punished, and people who commit vio-
lent crimes should be punished severely. President Clinton
made three-strikes-you're-out the law of the land, to ensure
that the most dangerous criminals go to jail for life, with no
chance of parole. We established the death penalty for
nearly 60 violent crimes, including murder of a law enforce-
ment officer, and we signed a law to limit appeals. The
Democratic Party is a party of inclusion, and we respect
the conscience of all Americans on this issue.

We provided almost $8 billion in new funding to help
states build new prison cells so violent offenders serve their
full sentences. We call on the states to meet the President’s
challenge and guarantee that serious violent criminals
serve at least 85 percent of their sentence. The American
people deserve a criminal justice system in which criminals
are caught, the guilty are convicted, and the convicted
serve their time.

Fighting youth violence and preventing youth
crime. Nothing we do to fight crime is more important
than fighting the crime and violence that threatens our
children. We have to protect them from criminals who prey
on them — and we have to teach them good values and give
them something to say yes Lo, so they stay away from crime
and trouble in the first place.



The Democratic Party understands what the police
have been saying for years: The best way to fight crime is to
prevent it. That is why we fought for drug-education and
gang-prevention programs in our schools. We support well
thought out, well organized, highly supervised youth pro-
grams to provide young people with a safe and healthy
alternative to hanging out on the streets. We made it a
federal crime for any person under the age of 18 to carry a
handgun except when supervised by an adult. Democrats
fought to pass, and President Clinton ordered states to
impose, zero tolerance for guns in school, requiring schools
to expel for one year any student who brings a gun to
school.

At the same time, when young people cross the line,
they must be punished. When young people commit serious
violent times, they should be prosecuted like adults. We
established boot camps for young non-violent offenders. If
Senator Dole and the Republicans are serious about fight-
ing juvenile crime, they should listen to America’s police
officers and support the steps Democrats have taken, be-
cause they are making a difference, and then they sheuld
join us as we work to do more.

We want parents to bring order to their children’s lives
and teach them right from wrong, and we want to make it
easier for them to take that responsibility. We support
schools that adopt school uniform policies, to promote
discipline and respect. We support community-based cur-
fews to keep kids off the street after a certain time, so
they’re safe from harm and away from trouble. We urge
schools and communities to enforce truancy laws: Young
people belong in school, not on the street.

We also know that we must do everything we can to
help families protect their children, especially from danger-
ous criminals who have made a dark habit of preying on
young people. Study after study shows that sex offenders
are likely to repeat their crimes again and again. Under
President Clinton, we have taken strong steps to help keep
children safe. We required every state in the country to
compile a registry of sex offenders. The President signed
Megan’s Law to require that states tell a community when-
ever a dangerous sexual predator enters its midst. We
support the President’s directive to the Attorney General,
calling-on her to work with the states and Congress to
develop a national sex offender registry. This will ensure
that police officers in every state can get the information
they need from any state to track sex offenders down and
bring them to justice when they commit new crimes.

Battling illegal drugs. We must keep drugs off our
streets and out of our schools. President Clinton and the
Democratic Party have waged an aggressive war on drugs.
The Crime Bill established the death penalty for drug
kingpins. The President signed a directive requiring drug
testing of anyone arrested for a federal crime, and he
challenged states to do the same for state offenders. We
established innovative drug courts which force drug users
to get treatment or go to jail. We stood firm against Repub-
lican efforts to gut the Safe and Drug Free Schools effort
that supports successful drug-education programs like
D.A.R.E. The Clinton Administration went to the Supreme
Court to support the right of schools to test athletes for
drugs. The President launched Operation Safe Home to
protect the law-abiding residents of public housing from
violent criminals and drug dealers who use their homes as a
base for illegal activities. We support. the President’s deci-
sion to tell those who commit crimes and peddle drugs in
public housing: You will get no second chance to threaten

Platform

DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

your neighbors; it is one strike and you’re out. We are -
making progress. Overall drug use in America is dropping;
the number of Americans who use cocaine has dropped 30
percent since 1992. Unfortunately casual drug use by young -
people continues to climb. We must redouble our efforts
against drug abuse everywhere, especially among our chil- .
dren. .

Earlier this year, the President appointed General
Barry McCaffrey to lead the nation’s war on drugs. General
McCaffrey is implementing an aggressive four part strategy
to reach young children and prevent drug use in the first
place; to catch and punish drug users and dealers; to pro-
vide treatment to those who need help; and to cut drugs off
at the source before they cross the border and pollute our
neighborhoods. But every adult in America must take
responsibility to set a good example, and to teach children
that drugs are wrong, they are illegal and they are deadly.

Ending domestic violence. When it strikes, nothing
is a more dangerous threat to the safety of our families
than domestic violence, because it is a threat from within.
Unfortunately, violence against women is no stranger to
America, but a dangerous intruder we must work tegether
to drive from our homes. We know that domestic violence
is not a “family problem” or a “women’s problem.” It is
America’s problem, and we must all fight it. The Violence
Against Women Act in the 1994 Crime Bill helps police
officers, prosecutors, and judges to understand domestic
violence, recognize it when they see it, and know how to
deal with it. In February, the President launched a 24 hour,
seven-day, toll-free hotline so women in trouble can find
out how to get emergency help, find shelter, and report
abuse to the authorities. The number is 1-800-799-SAFE.
Everyone who knows it should pass it on to anyone who
might need it. Every American must take the responsibility
to stop this terrible scourge. As we fight it, we must remem-
ber that the victims are not to blame. This is a crime to be
punished, not a secret to be concealed.

We must do everything we can to make sure that the
victims of violent crime are treated with the respect and
the dignity they deserve. We support the President’s call
for a constitutional amendment to protect the rights of
victims. We believe that when a plea bargain is entered in
public, a criminal is sentenced, or a defendant is let out on
bail, the victims ought to know about it, and have a say. A
constitutional amendment is the only way to protect those
rights in every courtroom in America.

immigration

Democrats remember that we are a nation of immi-
grants. We recognize the extraordinary contribution of im-
migrants to America throughout our history. We welcome
legal immigrants to America. We support a legal immigra-
tion policy that is pro-family, pro-work, pro-responsibility,
and pro-citizenship, and we deplore those who blame immi-
grants for economic and social problems.

- We know that citizenship is the cornerstone of full
participation in American life. We are proud that the Presi-
dent launched Citizenship USA to help eligible immigrants
become United States citizens. The Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service is streamlining procedures, cutting red
tape, and using new technology to make it easier for legal
immigrants to accept the responsibilities of citizenship and
truly call America their home.

Today’s Democratic Partv also believes we must remain
a nation of laws. We cannot tolerate illegal immigration
and we must stop it. For years before Bill Clinton became
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President, Washington talked tough but failed to act. In
1992, our borders might as well not have existed. The
border was under-patrolled, and what patrols there were,
were under-equipped. Drugs flowed freely. Illegal immigra-
tion was rampant. Criminal immigrants, deported after
committing crimes in America, returned the very next day
to commit crimes again.

President Clinton is making our border a place where
the law is respected and drugs and illegal immigrants are
turned away. We have increased the Border Patrol by over
40 percent; in El Paso, our Border Patrol agents are so
close together they can see each other. Last year alone, the
Clinton Administration removed thousands of illegal work-
ers from jobs across the country. Just since January of
1995, we have arrested more than 1,700 criminal aliens and
prosecuted them on federal felony charges because they
returned to America after having been deported.

However, as we work to stop illegal immigration, we call
on all Americans to avoid the temptation to use this issue
to divide people from each other. We deplore those who use
the need to stop illegal immigration as a pretext for
~ discrimination. And we applaud the wisdom of Republi-
cans like Mayor Giuliani and Senator Domenici who op-
pose the mean-spirited and shortsighted effort of Republi-
cans in Congress to bar the children of illegal immigrants
from schools — it is wrong, and forcing children onto the
streets is an invitation for them to join gangs and turn to
crime. Democrats want to protect American jobs by in-
creasing criminal and civil sanctions against employers who
hire illegal workers, but Republicans continue to favor
inflammatory rhetoric over real action. We will continue to
enforce labor standards to protect workers in vulnerable
industries. We continue to firmly oppose welfare benefits
for illegal immigrants. We believe family members who
sponsor immigrants into this country should take financial
responsibility for them, and be held legally responsible for
supporting them.

Welfare Reform

Today’s Democratic Party knows there is no greater gap
between mainstream American values and modern Ameri-
can government than our failed welfare system. When Bill
Clinton became President, the welfare system undermined
the very values — work, family, and personal responsibility
-— that it should promote. The welfare system should re-
flect those values: we want to help people who want to help
themselves and their children. '

_ Over the past four years, President Clinton has dra-
matically transformed the welfare system. He has freed 41
states from federal rules and regulations so they can reform
their welfare systems. The Clinton Administration has
granted 69 waivers — more than twice as many waivers as
granted in the Reagan-Bush vears. For 75 percent of all
Americans on welfare, the rules have changed for good
already, and welfare is becoming what it should be: a
second chance, not a way of life. Welfare rolls are finally
coming down — there are 1.3 million fewer people on
welfare today than there were when President Clinton took
office in January 1993.

Now, because of the President’s leadership and with the
support of a majority of the Democrats in Congress, na-
tional welfare reform is going to make work and respon-
sibility the law of the land. Thanks to President Clinton
and the Democrats, the new welfare bill includes the health
care and child care people need so thev can go to work
confident their children will be cared for. Thanks to Presi-
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dent Clinton and the Democrats, the new welfare bill im-
poses time limits and real work requirements — so anyone
who can work, does work, and so that no one who can work
can stay on welfare forever. Thanks to President Clinton_

and the Democrats, the new welfare bill cracks down on

deadbeat parents and requires minor mothers to live at
home with their parents or with another responsible adult.

We are proud the President forced Congressional Re-
publicans to abandon their wrong-headed and mean-spir-
ited efforts to punish the poor. Republicans wanted to
eliminate the guarantee of health care for the poor, the
elderly, and the disabled. They were wrong, and we
stopped them. Republicans wanted to destroy the food
stamp and school lunch programs that provide basic nutri-
tion to millions of working families and poor children. They
were wrong, and we stopped them. Republicans wanted to
gut child abuse prevention and foster care. They were
wrong, and we stopped them. Republicans wanted to cut
off young, unwed mothers — because they actually thought
their children would be better off living in an orphanage.
They were dead wrong, and we stopped them. The bill
Republicans in Congress passed last year was values-back-
ward — it was soft on work and tough on children, and we
applaud the President for stopping it.

We know the new bill passed by Congress is far from
perfect — parts of it should be fixed because they go too far
and have nothing to do with welfare reform. First, Republi-
cans cut too far into nutritional assistance for working
families with children; we are committed to correcting that.
Second, Republicans insisted on using welfare reform as a
vehicle to cut off help to legal immigrants. That was wrong.
Legal immigrants work hard, pay their taxes, and serve
America. It is wrong to single them out for punishment just
because they are immigrants. We pledge to make sure that
legal immigrant families with children who fall on hard
times through no fault of their own can get help when they
need it. And we are committed to continuing the Presi-
dent’s efforts to make it easier for legal immigrants who are
prepared to accept the responsibilities of citizenship to do
S0.

But the new welfare plan gives America an historic
chance: to break the cycle of dependency for millions of
Americans, and give them a real chance for an independent
future. It reflects the principles the President has insisted
upon since he started the process that led to welfare re-
form. Our job now is to make sure this welfare reform plan
succeeds, transforming a broken system that holds people
down into a working system that lifts people up and gives
them a real chance to build a better life.

States asked for this responsibility — now we have to
make sure they shoulder it. We must make sure as many
people as possible move from welfare to work. We must
make sure that children are protected. In addition to
health care and nutritional assistance, states should pro-
vide in-kind vouchers to children whose parents have
reached the time limit. We challenge states to exempt
battered women from time limits and other restrictions.
We challenge the business community to provide more of
the private sector jobs people on welfare need to build good

. lives and strong families. We know that passing legislation

is not enough; we must make sure people get the skills they
need to get jobs, and that there are jobs for them to go to so
they leave welfare and stay off. We wanl to make sure
welfare reform will put more people to work and move
them into the economic mainstream, not take jobs away
from working families.

0
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Clinton’s call for a constitutional amendment to protect
the rights of crime victims.

The platform also takes a centrist position on the
controversial issue of immigration, recognizing “the ex-
traordinary contribution of immigrants to America
throughout our history,” while also stating, “We cannot
tolerate illegal immigration and we must stop it.”

In addition, this section of the platform calls for welfare
reform. Clinton agreed July 31 to sign legislation that
would overhaul the current welfare system.

Yet another effort to break from the party’s past image
is the platform’s discussion of administration efforts to cut
government: “We have worked hard over the last four years
to rein in big government, slash burdensome regulations,
eliminate wasteful programs, and shift problem-solving out
of Washington and back to people and communities who
understand their situations best.”

The platform also endorses campaign finance reform, and
says that the District of Columbia “deserves statehood.”

‘Community’ -7

The Congressional Democratic leadership has embraced
an agenda entitled “families first,” and this platform sup-
ports that agenda while highlighting some related accom-
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plishments of the administration. The platform mentions
favorably the enactment of the Family and Medical Leave
Act, the “v-chip” that would block violent TV progeams,
and efforts to cut back on children’s access to tobacco.

In addition, this section includes a call to rebuild the
country's poorest communities *“from the bottom up”
through community-based solutions, and criticism for the
Republicans’ environmental agenda.

The platform calls for continued efforts to enforce civil
rights laws, protect religious freedom, and continue such
efforts as the AmeriCorps national service program. Re-
flecting Clinton’s views of affirmative action, the platform
states, “we should mend it, not end it.”

‘Security, Freedom and Peace’

While this platform focuses primarily on domestic pol-
icy, it does devote time to foreign issues such as relations
with Russia and peace efforts in the Middle East, Haiti and
Northern Ireland.

It argues that Democrats have supported a strong mili-
tary, a national missile defense program that differs from
that proposed by the Republicans, and a concerted effort
against terrorism. In addition, the platform stresses the
role of diplomacy in promoting peace and democracy. ®

TEXT

Draft Democratic National Platform

Following is the text of the draft platform for the
Democratic National Committee. The draft was adopted
at the Platform Committee's Aug. 5 meeting in Pittsburgh,
and will be subject to minor technical corrections before it
is presented to the convention in Chicago Aug. 26-29.

In 1996, America will choose the President who will lead
us from the millennium which saw the birth of our nation,
and into a future that has all the potential to be even
greater than our magnificent past. Today’s Democratic
Party is ready for that future. Our vision is simple. We
want an America that gives all Americans the chance to live
out their dreams and achieve their God-given potential. We
want an America that is still the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom. And we want an America that is com-
ing together around our enduring values, instead of drifting
apart.

Today’s Democratic Party is determined to renew
America’s most basic bargain: Opportunity to every Ameri-
can, and responsibility from every American. And today’s
Democratic Party is determined to reawaken the great
sense of American community.

Opportunity. Responsibility. Community. These are the
values that made America strong. These are the values of
the Democratic Party. These are the values that must
guide us into the future.

Today. America is moving forward with the strong
Presidential leadership it deserves. The economy is stron-
ger, the deficit is lower. and government is smaller. Educa-
tion is better, our environment is cleaner, families are
healthier, and our streets are safer. There is more opportu-

nity in America, more responsibility in our homes, and
more peace in the world.

Today’s Democratic Party stands proudly on the record
of the last four years. We are living in an age of enormous
possibility, and we are working to make sure that all Amer-
icans can make the most of it. America is moving in the
right direction.

Now we must move forward, and we know the course we
must follow. We need a smaller, more effective, more effi-
cient, less bureaucratic government that reflects our time-
honored values. The American people do not want big
government solutions and they do not want empty prom-
ises. They want a government that is for them, not against
them; that doesn’t interfere with their lives but enhances
their quality of life. They want a course that is reasonable,
help that is realistic, and solutions that can be delivered —
a moderate, achievable, common-sense agenda that will
improve people’s dally lives and not increase the size of
government.

That is what today’s Democratic Party offers: the end
of the era of big government and a final rejection of the
misguided call to leave our citizens to fend for themselves
— and bold leadership into the future: To meet America’s
challenges, protect America's values, and fulfill American
dreams.

Opportunity

For 220 years, America has been defined by a single
ideal: Opportunity for all who take the responsibility to
seize it. President Andrew Jackson put it best: We believe
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in equal opportunity for all, and special privileges for none.
The mission of the Democratic Party in 1996 is to ensure
that the great American Dream of opportunity for all is
within reach for all, and that it travels with us, whole and
intact, as we walk together into tomorrow.

Economic Growth

Since Bill Clinton became President, America has seen
an explosion of job growth, economic renewal, and opportu-
nity. The American people have created more than 10
million new jobs. After trailing Japan for 14 years, America
once again became the world’s leading manufacturer of
automobiles in 1994, and remained number one last year.
The combined rate of inflation, unemployment, and mort-
gage interest rates is the lowest in three decades. Now, 3.7
million more Americans own their own home, and Ameri-
cans have started a record number of new small businesses
in each of the last three years.

In the 12 years before President Clinton took office,
Republicans in the White House allowed the deficit to
spiral out of control, and ignored the economic interests of
ordinary Americans. Bill Clinton was determined 6 turn
things around and move America in a new direction. With
his leadership, we put in place a comprehensive strategy for
economic growth. Today’s Democratic Party knows that
the private sector is the engine of economic growth, and we
fought to put America’s economic house in order so private
business could prosper. We worked to tap the full potential
of a new global economy through open and fair trade. We
fought to invest in the American people so they would have
the capacity to meet the demands of the new economy. And
we have invested in the roads, bridges, and highways that
are the lifelines of American commerce.

Democrats in Congress supported this course and
America is better off because they did. Republicans op-
posed our economic plan; America’s economic growth over
the last four years makes it clear that they were wrong. Qur
strategy is in place, and it is working. We are proud of our
economic record over the last four years — and we know
that our record is a record to build on, not to rest on. We
have to move forward, to make sure that every American
willing to work hard has the opportunity to build a good
life and share in the benefits of economic success.

In the last four years we worked to get the American
economy going: cutting the deficit, expanding trade, and
investing in our people. In the next four years we have to
make the new economy work for all Americans: balancing
the budget, creating more jobs, making sure all families can
count on good health care and a secure retirement, and,
most of all, expanding educational opportunities so all
Americans can learn the skills they need to build the best
possible future.

Balancing the budget. For 12 years, Republicans hid
behind rosy scenarios while quadrupling the national debt.
We knew this had to stop. In 1992, we promised to cut the
deficit in half over four years. We did. Our 1993 economic
plan cut spending by over a quarter trillion dollars in five
years. The only deficit left today is interest payments on
the debt run up over the 12 Republican years before fiscal
responsibility returned to the White House. President
Clinton is the first President to cut the deficit four years in
a row since before the Civil War.

Now the Democratic Party is determined to finish the
job and balance the hudget. President Clinton has put
forward a plan to balance the budget by 2002 while living
up to our commitments to our elderly and our children and
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maintaining strong economic growth. The Republican Con-
gress’ own economists admit the President’s plan will bal-
ance the budget by 2002. It cuts hundreds of wasteful and
outdated programs, but it preserves Medicare and Medic-
aid, it protects education and the environment, and ‘it
defends working families. The President’s plan reflects
America’s values. The Republican plan does not.

Today’s Democratic Party believes we have a duty to
care for our parents, so they can live their lives in dignity.
That duty includes securing Medicare and Medicaid, find-
ing savings without reducing quality or benefits, and pro-
tecting Social Security for future generations. The Republi-
can agenda rests on massive Medicare cuts, three times
bigger than the largest Medicare cuts in history, including
new premium increases on seniors, and drastic changes to
Medicaid that will jeopardize the health care of children
and seniors.

Today’s Democratic Party believes that all children
should have the opportunity and the education to make the
most of their own lives. We believe that schools should be
run by teachers and principals, not by Washington. The
Republican agenda slashes college scholarships and college
loans, cuts Head Start, and cuts funds to reduce class size
and improve teacher standards.

Today’s Democratic Party believes we have a duty to
preserve God's earth and American quality of life for future
generations. We are committed to reform, so we protect our
environment but we do not trap business in a tangle of red
tape. The Republican budget guts environmental protec-
tion.

Today’s Democratic Party believes that working people
should not be taxed into poverty. The Republican budget
raises taxes on millions of working families.

Today’s Democratic Party believes that America must
put our families first. The Republican budget tried to take
Big Bird away from 5-year-olds, school lunches away from
10-year-olds, summer jobs away from 15-year-olds, and
college loans away from 20-year-olds.

Today’s Democratic Party believes in a government
that works better and costs less. We know that government
workers are good people trapped in bad systems, and we
are committed to reinventing government to reform those
systems. The Republican budget cuts government where it
is needed to protect our values, and they were even willing
to shut down the government altogether to force their
budget on the American people.

Tax relief for working families and small busi-
nesses. President Clinton and Democrats in Congress ex-
panded the Earned Income Tax Credit, cutting taxes to
help 40 million Americans in 15 million working families —
without a single Republican vote. The Dole-Gingrich bud-
get was designed to give a massive tax break to the wealthi-
est Americans, and pay for it by raising taxes on ordinary
Americans and slashing health care for the elderly. Amer-
ica cannot afford to return to the era of something-for-
nothing tax cuts and smoke-and-mirrors accounting that
produced a decade of exploding deficits. Today’s Demo-
cratic Party is committed to targeted tax cuts that help
working Americans invest in their future, and we insist that
any tax cuts are completely paid for, because we are deter-
mined to balance the budget.

We want to strengthen middle-class families by provid-
ing a $500 tax cut for children. We want to cut taxes to help
families pay for education after high school and to guaran-
tee the first two years of college. We want people to be able
to use their IRA’s to buy a first home, deal with a medical
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emergency, or provide for education. We want to cut taxes
for small businesses that invest in the future and set up
pensions for their workers. And we want to cut taxes for
people who are self-employed and self-insured so their
health care is more affordable.

Technology. We know investments in technology drive
economic growth, generate new knowledge, create new
high-wage jobs, build new industries, and improve our
quality of life. In the face of Republican efforts to under-
mine America’s dedication to innovation, President Clin-
ton and the Democratic Party have fought to maintain vital
investments in science and technology. We remember that
government investment in technology is responsible for the
computer, for jet aircraft, and for the Internet — no invest-
ments have ever paid off better, in jobs, in opportunity, or
in growth.

We support government policies that encourage private
sector investment and innovation to create a pro-growth
economic climate, like a permanent research and develop-
ment tax credit. We want technology to create jobs and
improve the quality of life for American workers. President
Clinton and Vice President Gore fought for and, the Presi-
dent signed, a sweeping telecommunications reform bill
that will unleash the creative power of the information
industry to create millions of high-wage American jobs. We
recognize that our system of research colleges and universi-
ties is the bedrock of American leadership in science and
technology. When we invest in our research institutions we
are literally investing in our future by helping to train the
next brilliant generation of American scientists and engi-
neers. As we enter the 21st century, we will continue to
invest in world-class research and development, advanced
technologies in transportation, information, and other in-
dustries, and agricultural and environmental research in
partnership with American business. We are working to
reinvent the national laboratories and revitalize America’s
space program, including support for the space station.

Creating jobs through trade. We believe that if we
want the American economy to continue strong growth, we
must continue to expand trade, and not retreat from the
world. America’s markets are open to the world, so America
has a right to demand that the world’s markets are open to
our products. American products are the best in the world.
When American workers and American companies have the
chance to compete around the world, we do not take second
place.

In the last four years, the Clinton-Gore Administration
has signed over 200 trade agreements, including NAFTA
and GATT, to open markets around the world to American
products, and create more jobs for the people who make
them here at home. We have put in place the most sweep-
ing agreements to lower foreign trade barriers of any ad-
ministration in modern American history, including over 20
such agreements with Japan alone — and American ex-
ports to Japan in the sectors covered by those agreements
have increased by 85 percent. All over the world, barriers to
American products have come down, exports are at an all
time high — and we have created over one million high-
paying export-related jobs.

In the next four years, we must continue to work to
lower foreign trade barriers; insist that foreign companies
play by fair rules at home and abroad; strengthen rules that
protect the global economy from fraud and dangerous in-
stability; advance American commercial interests abroad;
and ensure that the new global economy is directly benefi-
cial to American working families. As we work to open new
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markets, we must negotiate to guarantee that all trade
agreements include standards to protect children, workers,
public safety, and the environment. We must ensure ade-
quate trade adjustment assistance and education and train-
ing programs to help working families compete and win in
the global economy.

Education

Today’s Democratic Party knows that education is the
key to opportunity. In the new global economy, it is more
important than ever before. Today, education is the fault
line that separates those who will prosper from those who
cannot. President Clinton and Democrats in Congress have
spared no effort over the last four years to improve the
quality of American education and expand the opportunity
for all Americans to get the education they need to succeed.

Every step of the way, we have been opposed by Republi-
cans intent on cutting education. Now, they want to cut
education from Head Start through college scholarships.
They want to undermine our public schools and make
borrowing for college more difficult for millions of students.

Today’s Democratic Party will stand firmly against the
Republican assault on education. Cutting education as we
move into the 21Ist century would be like cutting defense
spending at the height of the Cold War. We must do more
to expand educational opportunity — not less.

Strengthening public schools. We increased Head
Start funding to expand early education for more children
who need it. We passed Goals 2000 to help schools set high
standards, and find the resources they need to succeed: the
best books, the brightest teachers, the most up-to-date
technology. We restructured federal education programs
and eliminated federal regulations to give local schools,
teachers, and principals the flexibility and help they need
to meet those standards. We’ve worked to make sure our
children have the best teachers by expanding teacher edu-
cation. We applaud the work of state and local Democrats
to develop innovative solutions to make sure our children
get the best possible education.

In the next four years, we must do even more to make
sure America has the best public schools on earth. If we
want to be the best, we should expect the best: We must
hold students, teachers, and schools to the highest stan-
dards. Every child should be able to read by the end of the
third grade. Students should be required to demonstrate
competency and achievement for promotion or graduation.
Teachers should be required to meet high standards for
professional performance and be rewarded for the good
jobs they do — and there should be a fair, timely, cost-
effective process to remove those who do not measure up.
And we should get rid of the barriers that discourage
talented young people from becoming teachers in the first
place. We should not bash teachers. We should applaud
them, and find ways to keep the best teachers in the
classroom. Schools should be held accountable for results.
We should redesign or overhaul schools that fail. We
should expand public school choice, but we should not take
American tax dollars from public schools and give them to
private schools. We should promote public charter schools
that are held to the highest standards of accountability and
access. And we should continue to ensure that America
provides quality education to children with disabilities,
because high-quality public education is the key to oppor-
tunity for all children.

Teaching values in schools. Today's Democratic
Party knows our children’s education is not complete un-
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less they learn good values. We applaud the efforts of the
Clinton-Gore Administration to promote character educa-
tion in our schools. Teaching good values, strong character,
and the responsibilities of citizenship must be an essential
part of American education.

Safe schools and healthy students. If young people
do not have the freedom to learn in safety, they do not have
the freedom to learn at all. Over the last four years, we
have worked hard to keep schools safe and drug-free, and
students healthy. When Senator Dole and Speaker Ging-
rich led Republican efforts to cut school safety funding,
President Clinton and Democrats in Congress wouldn't let
them get away with it. When Senator Dole and Speaker
Gingrich led Republican efforts to destroy the nation’s
school lunch program, President Clinton and Democrats in
Congress stopped them cold. Now, we must work together
at every level of government to launch a major rebuilding
effort to make sure our children go to school in high-quality
facilities where they can learn. We must help schools set
the highest standards for good behavior and discipline in
our schools. Children cannot learn — and teachers cannot
teach — without order in the classroom.

Technology in the classroom. We must bring the
21st century into every classroom in America. There is a
vast realm of knowledge waiting for our children to tap
into. Computers are powerful tools to teach students to
read better, write better, and understand math. President
Clinton and Vice President Gore understand that techno-
logical literacy is essential to success in the new economy.
The only way to achieve that for every student is to give
them all access to a computer, good software, trained
teachers, and the Internet — and President Clinton and
Vice President Gore have launched a partnership with
high-tech companies, schools, state, and local governments
to wire every classroom and library to the Information
Superhighway by the year 2000.

Preparing students for jobs. We passed School-to-
Work so young people can learn the skills they need to get
and keep high wage jobs. The Republican Congress is try-
ing to destroy it, and we pledge to stop them. We want to
keep working with the private sector, to encourage commu-
nity partnerships that build the bridge between a good
education and a good job.

Higher education for all Americans. Finally, we
must make sure that every American has the opportunity
to go to college. Higher education is the key to a successful
future in the 21st century. The typical worker with a col-
lege education earns 73 percent more than one without.
America has the best higher education in the world. We do
not need to change it — we need to make it available for all
Americans. Our goal must be nothing less than to make the
13th and 14th years of education as universal as the first
12.

Over the last four years, the Democratic Party under
President Clinton has put an unprecedented college oppor-
tunity strategy in place: We reformed the student loan
program, to make college more affordable for 5.5 million
students — and we saved money for the taxpayers by
eliminating the middleman, cutting red tape, and cutting
the cost of student loan defaults in half. We have expanded
Pell Grant college scholarships for deserving students. And
the President’s national service program has already
helped 45,000 Americans earn money for college by helping
their communities.

Tax cuts for college. Over the next four years, we
want to go even further: We should expand work-study so
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one million students a year can work their way through
college by the year 2000. We should allow people to use
money from their IRA to help pay for college. We should
give a $1,000 honor scholarship for the top 5 percent of
graduates in every high school. And we must make 14 years
of education the standard for every American. The Demo-
cratic Party wants to create a $10,000 tax deduction for
families to help pay for education after high school. And we
want to create a $1,500 tax cut for Americans, modeled
after Georgia’s successful HOPE scholarships, to guarantee
the first year of tuition at a typical community college, and
the second year if individuals earn it by maintaining a B
average. No tax cut will do more to raise American incomes
than a tax cut to pay for college.

Economic Security for American Families
in the 21st Century

In the old economy, most workers could count on one
job for life. They knew that hard work was rewarded with
raises and steady jobs; they were confident the company
would take care of them, their families, their health, and
their retirement. Success was tied to the success of their
employer: sacrifice when times were tough and a share in
the wealth when times were good. In the new economy, the
rules have changed. We need to find new ways to help
working families find economic security: better training to
help workers learn skills to get new and better jobs; the
security of good health care and safe pensions so they can
take care of themselves and their families. This is a chal-
lenge that American workers and managers are ready to
face, and the Democratic Party will continue to tackle.

Rewarding work. We honor work in America. Ameri-
cans work hard, and they have a right to expect that work
will pay. We want to continue reversing the trend of the
eighties, so all Americans benefit from continued economic
growth and rising wages. The President and Democrats in
Congress raised the minimum wage to $5.15 an hour, after
defeating fierce Republican opposition led by Senator Dole
and Speaker Gingrich. We believe the minimum wage
should be a wage you can live on. President Clinton and
Congressional Democrats fought for and won the largest
expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit in history, a
tax cut for 15 million working families, because no parent
who takes the responsibility to work full time should have
to raise children in poverty. We want to strengthen fam-
ilies, and we challenge the private sector to help their
workers earn enough to support a family.

Health care. The Democratic Party is committed to
ensuring that Americans have access to affordable, high-
quality health care. Because of President Clinton’s deter-
mined leadership and the tireless efforts of Democrats in
Congress, we passed the Kennedy-Kassebaum health re-
form bill to stop insurance companies from denying cover-
age to families where one member has a preexisting condi-
tion, and to make sure that people can take their health
insurance with them when they” change jobs. No more
Americans should have to turn down a better job because
they would lose their health care if they took it. We have
expanded the Women, Infants, and Children program that
provides prenatal and early childhood nutrition, so that all
eligible women, infants, and children will have access to the
health and nutrition services they need. We established a
comprehensive effort to immunize children, after defeating
Republican opposition led by Senator Dole. Last year, the
percentage of two-year-olds in America who were fully
immunized reached an historic high.
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The Clinton-Gore Administration has dramatically
shortened the approval process for new lifesaving drugs at
the Food and Drug Administration and will continue to
work to streamline the process further; we have paid spe-
cial attention to women’s health issues, including a 65
percent increase for breast cancer research; and we have
made AIDS research, prevention, and treatment a top pri-
ority, increasing funding by almost 40 percent, including
more than doubling the Ryan White Care Act to help care
for people with AIDS. We are committed to finding a cure
for breast cancer; finding a cure for AIDS, combating HIV-
related discrimination, supporting HOPWA funding to
help with housing for people living with AIDS, and working
to ensure that all Americans living with AIDS have access
to new and potentially lifesaving drugs; serious biomedical
research; and doing more to help all Americans live longer,
healthier lives. We recognize the enormous contribution of
our teaching hospitals and medical schools — they lay the
foundation for the best medical care in the world, and we
will continue to promote policies that strengthen them.

The Democratic Party is proud that we held the line
against the Republicans’ mean-spirited Medicare and Med-
icaid cuts that would risk the health care of millions of
Americans, from infants to seniors. Senator Dole voted
against Medicare when it was first created, boasts about it
today, and now Republican leaders want Medicare to
“wither on the vine.” The Dole-Gingrich Medicare plan
would put millions of our parents into a second class health
care system for the first time in their lives, and we will not
stand for it. The Dole-Gingrich Medicaid plan would end
the guarantee to meaningful health benefits for millions of
children, older Americans, and people with disabilities.
President Clinton forced Republicans to put aside their
attempt to block grant Medicaid, and insisted that welfare
reform protects women and children by maintaining the
Medicaid guarantee. The Democratic Party wants America
to preserve and strengthen Medicare and Medicaid, so we
honor our values and protect the health of our children,
parents, and grandparents, ensuring they can get the
health care they need, from doctors’ visits to long-term
care.

In 1993 — without a single Republican vote — Presi-
dent Clinton and Democrats in Congress extended the
Medicare Trust Fund into the 21st century. We have given
12 states more flexibility to run their Medicaid programs
more efficiently and expand coverage, while maintaining
the guarantee of meaningful benefits. When these plans are
implemented, two million more Americans will have health
insurance because of them. We have given Medicare bene-
ficiaries more health plan choices and increased benefits.
We have cracked down on health care waste, fraud, and
abuse, saving more than $15 billion in three years. Now we
must finish the job — we can balance the budget while we
preserve and strengthen Medicare and Medicaid, protect-
ing millions of middle class families from being over-
whelmed by health care costs for their parents, children, or
family members with disabilities.

In the next four years, we must take further steps to
ensure that Americans have access to quality, affordable
health care. We should start by making sure that people get
help paying premiums so they do not lose health care while
they're looking for a new job. We support expanded cover-
age of home care, hospice, and community-based services,
so the elderly and people with disabilities of all ages can
live in their own communities and as independently as
possible. We are disappointed Congress walked away from
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bipartisan efforts to provide mental health parity; we be-
lieve health insurance coverage for mental health care is
vitally important and we support parity for mental health
care. —.

Retirement. Over the last four years, President Clin-
ton took strong steps to protect the pensions of more than
40 million workers and retirees by fixing the federal pen-
sion insurance system and demanding that companies fund
their retirement plans fully. We established a nationwide
retirement protection program to protect workers’ 401 (k)
retirement savings from fraud and abuse. We recognize the
unique concerns of women when it comes to preparing for
retirement and have worked to protect women’s pension
rights.

Over the next four years, we want to take further steps
to make sure that Americans who have worked hard for
their whole lives can enjoy retirement in the dignity and
security they have earned. We want to make sure people
can carry their pensions with them when they change jobs,
protect pensions even further, and expand the number of
workers with pension coverage. Democrats created Social
Security, we oppose efforts to dismantle it, and we will
fight to save it. We must ensure that it is on firm financial
footing well into the next century. We call on Republicans
to put politics aside and join us in a serious bipartisan
effort to make sure that Social Security will continue to
provide true security for future generations, as it has done
for millions of older Americans for decades.

Training. We must do more to make sure all Ameri-
cans have the skills they need to compete. We want a G.1.
Bill for Workers to transform the confusing tangle of fed-
eral training programs into a simple job-training skill grant
that will go directly to unemployed workers so they will be
able to get the training that is right for them. We want to
strengthen training opportunities for people with disabil-
ities, so they can learn the skills they need to live indepen-
dent, productive lives.

Standing up for working Americans. We nearly
doubled funding for the dislocated worker program and
launched special projects to help workers displaced by base
closures, natural disasters, and mass layoffs. We are re-
forming OSHA so it can do a better job to protect worker
safety with less red tape, and we continue to oppose Re-
publican efforts to gut it. We beat back efforts to under-
mine workers’ rights to form and join unions and to dis-
mantle the enforcement powers of the National Labor
Relations Board. We vigorously oppose Republican efforts
to pass Right-to-Work legislation, and we are proud the
President vetoed efforts to undermine collective bargaining
through the TEAM Act. We are working to eradicate
sweatshops in the U.S. apparel industry by stepping up
enforcement and public education. We oppose the hiring of
permanent workers to replace lawful economic strikers; we
support the President’s action to stop the government from
procuring goods and services from companies that do so;
and we support legislation to prohibit the permanent re-
placement of lawfully striking workers. We believe in equal
pay for equal work and pay equity.

Promoting economic growth and opportunity for
all Americans. We know that it is good for America when
small, minority, and women-owned businesses have the
opportunity to grow and prosper. These business-owners
create new jobs, expand opportunities, and serve as power-
ful role models for young people. Over the last four years,
the President has transformed the Small Business Admin-
istration to eliminate burdensome paperwork and deliver
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real assistance to entrepreneurs as they work to start or
expand their businesses. At the same time, since Bill Clin-
ton became President, we have more than doubled the
number of loans to small businesses, nearly tripled loans to
minority businesses, and quadrupled loans to women-
owned businesses. The President ordered all federal agen-
cies to comply with laws designed to ensure that small,
minority, and women-owned businesses can compete for
their fair share of procurement dollars. We are committed
to continued efforts to expand opportunity for small, mi-
nority, and women business owners.

Corporate citizenship. Employers have a responsibil-
ity to do their part as well. President Clinton and the
Democratic Party stand on the side of working families. We
believe that values like loyalty, fairness, and responsibility
are not inconsistent with the bottom line. We call on our
corporate leaders to invest in the long-term, by providing
workers with good wages and benefits, education and train-
ing, and opportunities for greater involvement in company
decision making and ownership. As workers increase their
productivity, employers should make sure they share in the
benefits of the good years, as well as the burdens of the bad
ones. Employers should respect the commitment of work-
ers to their families, and should work to provide good
pensions and health care. When CEOs put their workers
and long-term success ahead of short-term gain, their
workers will do better and so will they.

Responsibility

Today’s Democratic Party knows that the era of big
government is over. Big bureaucracies and Washington
solutions are not the real answers to today’s challenges. We
need a smaller government ... and we must have a larger
national spirit. Government’s job should be to give people
the tools they need to make the most of their own lives.
Americans must take the responsibility to use them, to
build good lives for themselves and their families. Personal
responsibility is the most powerful force we have to meet
our challenges and shape the future we want for ourselves,
for our children, and for America. )

Fighting Crime

Today’s Democratic Party believes the first responsibil-
ity of government is law and order. Four years ago, crime in
America seemed intractable. The violent crime rate and the
murder rate had climbed for seven straight years. Drugs
seemed to flow freely across our borders and into our
neighborhoods. Convicted felons could walk into any gun
shop in the country and buy a handgun. Military-style
assault weapons were sold freely. Our people didn’t feel
safe in their homes, walking their streets, or even sending
their children to school. Under the thumb of special inter-
ests like the gun lobby, Republicans talked tough about
crime but did nothing to fight it.

Bill Clinton promised to turn things around, and that is
exactly what he did. After a long hard fight, President
Clinton beat back fierce Republican opposition, led by
Senator Dole and Speaker Gingrich, to answer the call of
America’s police officers and pass the toughest Crime Bill in
history. The Democratic Party under President Clinton is
putting more police on the streets and tougher penalties on
the books; we are taking guns off the streets and working to
steer young people away from crime and gangs and drugs in
the first place. And it is making a difference. In city after city
and town after town, crime rates are finally coming down.
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Community policing. Nothing is more effective in the
fight against crime than police officers on the beat, engaged
in community policing. The Crime Bill is putting 100,000
new police officers on the street. We deplore cynical Rex

publican attempts to undermine our promise to America to -

put 100,000 new police officers on the street. We pledge to
stand up for our communities and stand with our police
officers by opposing any attempt to repeal or weaken this
effort. But we know that community policing only works
when the community works with the police. We echo the
President’s challenge to Americans: If 50 citizens joined
each of America’s 20,000 neighborhood watch groups, we
would have a citizen force of one million strong to give our
police forces the backup they need.

Protecting our children, our neighborhoods, and
our police from criminals with guns. Bob Dole, Newt
Gingrich, and George Bush were able to hold the Brady Bill
hostage for the gun lobby until Bill Clinton became Presi-
dent. With his leadership, we made the Brady Bill the law
of the land. And because we did, more than 60,000 felons,
fugitives, and stalkers have been stopped from buying
guns. President Clinton led the fight to ban 19 deadly
assault weapons, designed for one purpose only — to kill
human beings. We oppose efforts Lo restrict weapons used
for legitimate sporting purposes, and we are proud that not
one hunter or sportsman was forced to change guns because
of the assault weapons ban. But we know that the military-
style guns we banned have no place on America’s streets,
and we are proud of the courageous Democrats who defied
the gun lobby and sacrificed their seats in Congress to
make America safer.

Today’s Democratic Party stands with America’s police
officers. We are proud to tell them that as long as Bill
Clinton and Al Gore are in the White House, any attempt
to repeal the Brady Bill or assault weapons ban will be met
with a veto. We must do everything we can to stand behind
our police officers, and the first thing we should do is pass a
ban on cop-killer bullets. Any bullet that can rip through a
bulletproof vest should be against the law; that is the least
we can do to protect the brave police officers who risk their
lives to protect us.

Tough punishment. We believe that people who break
the law should be punished, and people who commit vio-
lent crimes should be punished severely. President Clinton
made three-strikes-you're-out the law of the land, to ensure
that the most dangerous criminals go to jail for life, with no
chance of parole. We established the death penalty for
nearly 60 violent crimes, including murder of a law enforce-
ment officer, and we signed a law to limit appeals. The
Democratic Party is a party of inclusion, and we respect
the conscience of all Americans on this issue.

We provided almost $8 billion in new funding to help
states build new prison cells so violent offenders serve their
full sentences. We call on the states to meet the President’s
challenge and guarantee that serious violent criminals
serve at least 85 percent of their sentence. The American
people deserve a criminal justice system in which criminals
are caught, the guilty are convicted, and the convicted
serve their time.

Fighting youth violence and preventing youth
crime. Nothing we do to fight crime is more important
than fighting the crime and violence that threatens our
children. We have to protect them from criminals who prey
on them — and we have to teach them good values and give
them something to say yes to, so they stay away from crime
and trouble in the first place.
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The Democratic Party understands what the police
have been saying for years: The best way to fight crime is to
prevent it. That is why we fought for drug-education and
gang-prevention programs in our schools. We support well
thought out, well organized, highly supervised youth pro-
grams to provide young people with a safe and healthy
alternative to hanging out on the streets. We made it a
federal crime for any person under the age of 18 to carry a
handgun except when supervised by an adult. Democrats
fought to pass, and President Clinton ordered states to
impose, zero tolerance for guns in school, requiring schools
to expel for one year any student who brings a gun to
school.

At the same time, when young people cross the line,
they must be punished. When young people commit serious
violent times, they should be prosecuted like adults. We
established boot camps for young non-violent offenders. If
Senator Dole and the Republicans are serious about fight-
ing juvenile crime, they should listen to America’s police
officers and support the steps Democrats have taken, be-
cause they are making a difference, and then they should
join us as we work to do more.

We want parents to bring order to their children’s lives
and teach them right from wrong, and we want to make it
easier for them to take that responsibility. We support
schools that adopt school uniform policies, to promote
discipline and respect. We support community-based cur-
fews to keep kids off the street after a certain time, so
they’re safe from harm and away from trouble. We urge
schools and communities to enforce truancy laws: Young
people belong in school, not on the street.

We also know that we must do everything we can to
help families protect their children, especiatly from danger-
ous criminals who have made a dark habit of preying on
young people. Study after study shows that sex offenders
are likely to repeat their crimes again and again. Under
President Clinton, we have taken strong steps to help keep
children safe. We required every state in the country to
compile a registry of sex offenders. The President signed
Megan’s Law to require that states tell a community when-
ever a dangerous sexual predator enters its midst. We
support the President’s directive to the Attorney General,
calling on her to work with the states and Congress to
develop a national sex offender registry. This will ensure
that police officers in every state can get the information
they need from any state to track sex offenders down and
bring them to justice when they commit new crimes.

Battling illegal drugs. We must keep drugs off our
streets and out of our schools. President Clinton and the
Democratic Party have waged an aggressive war on drugs.
The Crime Bill established the death penalty for drug
kingpins. The President signed a directive requiring drug
testing of anyone arrested for a federal crime, and he
challenged states to do the same for state offenders. We
established innovative drug courts which force drug users
to get treatment or go to jail. We stood firm against Repub-
lican efforts to gut the Safe and Drug Free Schools effort
that supports successful drug-education programs like
D.A.R.E. The Clinton Administration went to the Supreme
Court to support the right of schools to test athletes for
drugs. The President launched Operation Safe Home to
protect the law-abiding residents of public housing from
violent criminals and drug dealers who use their homes as a
base for illegal activities. We support the President’s deci-
sion to tell those who commit crimes and peddle drugs in
public housing: You will get no second chance to threaten
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your neighbors; it is one strike and you’re out. We are
making progress. Overall drug use in America is dropping;
the number of Americans who use cocaine has dropped 30
percent since 1992. Unfortunately casual drug use by young
people continues to climb. We must redouble our efforts
against drug abuse everywhere, especially among our chil-

-dren.

Earlier this year, the President appointed General
Barry McCaffrey to lead the nation’s war on drugs. General
McCaffrey is implementing an aggressive four part strategy
to reach young children and prevent drug use in the first
place; to catch and punish drug users and dealers; to pro-
vide treatment to those who need help; and to cut drugs off
at the source before they cross the border and pollute our
neighborhoods. But every adult in America must take
responsibility to set a good example, and to teach children
that drugs are wrong, they are illegal and they are deadly.

Ending domestic violence. When it strikes, nothing
is a more dangerous threat to the safety of our families
than domestic violence, because it is a threat from within.
Unfortunately, violence against women is no stranger to
America, but a dangerous intruder we must work together
to drive from our homes. We know that domestic violence
is not a “family problem” or a “women’s problem.” It is
America’s problem, and we must all fight it. The Violence
Against Women Act in the 1994 Crime Bill helps police
officers, prosecutors, and judges to understand domestic
violence, recognize it when they see it, and know how to
deal with it. In February, the President launched a 24 hour,
seven-day, toll-free hotline so women in trouble can find
out how to get emergency help, find shelter, and report
abuse to the authorities. The number is 1-800-799-SAFE.
Everyone who knows it should pass it on to anyone who
might need it. Every American must take the responsibility
to stop this terrible scourge. As we fight it, we must remem-
ber that the victims are not to blame. This is a crime to be
punished, not a secret to be concealed.

We must do everything we can to make sure that the
victims of violent crime are treated with the respect and
the dignity they deserve. We support the President’s call
for a constitutional amendment to protect the rights of
victims. We believe that when a plea bargain is entered in
public, a criminal is sentenced, or a defendant is let out on
bail, the victims ought to know about it, and have a say. A
constitutional amendment is the only way to protect those
rights in every courtroom in America.

Immigration

Democrats remember that we are a nation of immi-
grants. We recognize the extraordinary contribution of im-
migrants to America throughout our history. We welcome
legal immigrants to America. We support a legal immigra-
tion policy that is pro-family, pro-work, pro-responsibility,
and pro-citizenship, and we deplore those who blame immi-
grants for economic and social problems.

We know that citizenship is the cornerstone of full
participation in American life. We are proud that the Presi-
dent launched Citizenship USA to help eligible immigrants
become United States citizens. The Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service is streamlining procedures, cutting red
tape, and using new technology to make it easier for legal
immigrants to accept the responsibilities of citizenship and
truly call America their home.

Today’s Democratic Party also believes we must remain
a nation of laws. We cannot tolerate illegal immigration
and we must stop it. For years before Bill Clinton became
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President, Washington talked tough but failed to act. In
1992, our borders might as well not have existed. The
border was under-patrolled, and what patrols there were,
were under-equipped. Drugs flowed freely. Illegal immigra-
tion was rampant. Criminal immigrants, deported after
committing crimes in America, returned the very next day
to commit crimes again.

President Clinton is making our border a place where
the law is respected and drugs and illegal immigrants are
turned away. We have increased the Border Patrol by over
40 percent; in El Paso, our Border Patrol agents are so
close together they can see each other. Last year alone, the
Clinton Administration removed thousands of illegal work-
ers from jobs across the country. Just since January of
1995, we have arrested more than 1,700 criminal aliens and

.prosecuted them on federal felony charges because they

returned to America after having been deported.

However, as we work to stop illegal immigration, we call
on all Americans to avoid the temptation to use this issue
to divide people from each other. We deplore those who use
the need to stop illegal immigration as a pretext for
discrimination. And we applaud the wisdom of Republi-
cans like Mayor Giuliani and Senator Domenici who op-
pose the mean-spirited and shortsighted effort of Republi-
cans in Congress to bar the children of illegal immigrants
from schools — it is wrong, and forcing children onto the
streets is an invitation for them to join gangs and turn to
crime. Democrats want to protect American jobs by in-
creasing criminal and civil sanctions against employers who
hire illegal workers, but Republicans continue to favor
inflammatory rhetoric over real action. We will continue to
enforce labor standards to protect workers in vulnerable
industries. We continue to firmly oppose welfare benefits
for illegal immigrants. We believe family members who
sponsor immigrants into this country should take financial
responsibility for them, and be held legally responsible for
supporting them.

Welfare Reform

Today’s Democratic Party knows there is no greater gap
between mainstream American values and modern Ameri-
can government than our failed welfare system. When Bill
Clinton became President, the welfare system undermined
the very values — work, family, and personal responsibility
— that it should promote. The welfare system should re-
flect those values: we want to help people who want to help
themselves and their children.

Over the past four years, President Clinton has dra-
matically transformed the welfare system. He has freed 41
states from federal rules and regulations so they can reform
their welfare systems. The Clinton Administration has
granted 69 waivers — more than twice as many waivers as
granted in the Reagan-Bush vears. For 75 percent of all
Americans on welfare, the rules have changed for good
already, and welfare is becoming what it should be: a
second chance, not a way of life. Welfare rolls are finally
coming down — there are 1.3 million fewer people on
welfare today than there were when President Clinton took
office in January 1993.

Now, because of the President’s leadership and with the
support of a majority of the Democrats in Congress, na-
tional welfare reform is going to make work and respon-
sibility the law of the land. Thanks to President Clinton
and the Democrats, the new welfare bill includes the health
care and child care people need so they can go to work
confident their children will be cared for. Thanks to Presi-
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dent Clinton and the Democrats, the new welfare bill im-
poses time limits and real work requirements — so anyone
who can work, does work, and so that no one who can work
can stay on welfare forever. Thanks to President Clinton
and the Democrats, the new welfare bill cracks down on
deadbeat parents and requires minor mothers to live at
home with their parents or with another responsible adult.

We are proud the President forced Congressional Re-
publicans to abandon their wrong-headed and mean-spir-
ited efforts to punish the poor. Republicans wanted to
eliminate the guarantee of health care for the poor, the
elderly, and the disabled. They were wrong, and we
stopped them. Republicans wanted to destroy the food
stamp and school lunch programs that provide basic nutri-
tion to millions of working families and poor children. They
were wrong, and we stopped them. Republicans wanted to
gut child abuse prevention and foster care. They were
wrong, and we stopped them. Republicans wanted to cut
off young, unwed mothers — because they actually thought
their children would be better off living in an orphanage.
They were dead wrong, and we stopped them. The bill
Republicans in Congress passed last year was values-back-
ward — it was soft on work and tough on children, and we
applaud the President for stopping it.

We know the new bill passed by Congress is far from
perfect — parts of it should be fixed because they go too far
and have nothing to do with welfare reform. First, Republi-
cans cut too far into nutritional assistance for working
families with children; we are committed to correcting that.
Second, Republicans insisted on using welfare reform as a
vehicle to cut off help to legal immigrants. That was wrong.
Legal immigrants work hard, pay their taxes, and serve
America. It is wrong to single them out for punishment just
because they are immigrants. We pledge to make sure that
legal immigrant families with children who fall on hard
times through no fault of their own can get help when they
need it. And we are committed to continuing the Presi-
dent’s efforts to make it easier for legal immigrants who are
prepared to accept the responsibilities of citizenship to do
s0.

But the new welfare plan gives America an historic
chance: to break the cycle of dependency for millions of
Americans, and give them a real chance for an independent
future. It reflects the principles the President has insisted
upon since he started the process that led to welfare re-
form. Our job now is to make sure this welfare reform plan
succeeds, transforming a broken system that holds people
down into a working system that lifts people up and gives
them a real chance to build a better life.

States asked for this responsibility — now we have to
make sure they shoulder it. We must make sure as many
people as possible move from welfare to work. We must
make sure that children are protected. In addition to
health care and nutritional assistance, states should pro-
vide in-kind vouchers to children whose parents have
reached the time limit. We challenge states to exempt
battered women from time limits and other restrictions.
We challenge the business community to provide more of
the private sector jobs people on welfare need to build good
lives and strong families. We know that passing legislation
is not enough; we must make sure people get the skills they
need to get jobs, and that there are jobs for them to go to so
they leave welfare and stay off. We want to make sure
welfare reform will put more people to work and move
them into the economic mainstream, not take jobs away
from working families.



We call on all Americans to make the most of this
opportunity — never to use welfare reform as an excuse to
demonize or demean people, but rather as a chance to bring
all our people fully into the economic mainstream, to have
a chance to share in the prosperity and the promise of
American life.

Child support. Nobedy has the right to walk away
from the responsibility to care for his or her children. If you
owe child support, paying it fully and promptly is just the
first step in living up to your responsibility as a parent. The
Clinton Administration has made a determined effort to
crack down on deadbeat parents, collecting a record $11
billion in 1995 through tough enforcement — almost a 40
percent increase over 1992. President Clinton issued an
Executive Order to track down federal workers who fail to
pay child support, and force them to pay. The Clinton
Administration is working to put wanted lists of parents
who owe child support in the post office and on the
Internet. President Clinton and Democrats in Congress
insisted that the toughest possible child support enforce-
ment be part of the new welfare reform plan — including
the President’s plan to deny drivers licenses and profes-
sional licenses to people who do not pay their child sup-
port. We are telling deadbeats: If you neglect your respon-
sibility to your children, we will suspend your license,
garnish your wages, track you down, and make you pay.

Teen pregnancy. For the first time in years, the teen
pregnancy rate has leveled off and begun to drop. But we
all know it is still far too high. Government alone cannot
solve this problem. That is why President Clinton chal-
lenged community, business, and religious leaders together
to form a national campaign to keep the teen pregnancy
rate going down. And he expanded support for community-
hased prevention programs that teach abstinence and de-
mand responsibility. We must send the strongest possible
signal to young people that it is wrong to get pregnant or
father a child until they are married and ready to support
that child and raise that child.

We also know that half of all underage mothers were
made pregnant by a man in his twenties, or even older.
Statutory rape is a crime, but unfortunately the laws that
protect young women from it are almost never enforced.
We echo the President’s call to America’s prosecutors: En-
force the statutory rape laws vigorously against men who
prey on underage women.

Choice

The Democratic Party stands behind the right of every
woman to choose, consistent with Roe v. Wade, and regard-
less of ability to pay. President Clinton took executive
action to make sure that the right to make such decisions is
protected for all Americans. Over the last four years, we
have taken action to end the gag rule and ensure safety at
family planning and women’s health clinics. We believe it is
a fundamental constitutional liberty that individual Ameri-
cans — not government — can best take responsibility for
making the most difficult and intensely personal decisions
regarding reproduction.

The Democratic Party is a party of inclusion. We re-
spect the individual conscience of each American on this
difficult issue, and we welcome all our members to partici-
pate at every level of our party.

Our goal is to make abortion less necessary and more
rare, not more difficult and more dangerous. We support
contraceptive research, family planning, comprehensive
family life education, and policies that support healthy
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childbearing. For four years in a row, we have increased
support for family planning. The abortion rate is dropping.
Now we must continue to support efforts to reduce unin-
tended pregnancies, and we call on all Americans to take _
personal responsibility to meet this important goal.

Reinventing Government

The American people have a right to demand that
responsibility is the order of the day in Washington. The
mission of today’s Democratic Party is to expand opportu-
nity, not bureaucracy. We have worked hard over the last
four years to rein in big government, slash burdensome
regulations, eliminate wasteful programs, and shift prob-
lem-solving out of Washington and back to people and
communities who understand their situations best.

In the last four years, President Clinton, working with
the National Performance Review chaired by Vice Presi-
dent Gore, has cut the federal government by almost
240,000 positions, making the smallest federal government
in 30 years. We did it the right way, treating workers with
respect. The federal government is eliminating 16,000
pages of outdated and unnecessary regulations, has abol-
ished 179 programs and projects, and saved taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars. The President fought for and signed un-
funded mandates legislation. This stops Congress from
requiring state and local governments to implement expen-
sive policies without providing any means to pay for them,
and encourages better partnerships and more balance of
resources and responsibilities. Beginning with Ulysses S.
Grant, Presidents have tried to get the line-item veto and
failed; President Clinton signed landmark legislation that
will give him and his successors this powerful tool to cut
pork-barrel spending from bills passed by Congress.

For years, Republicans talked about making govern-
ment smaller while letting it grow -— Democrats are doing
it. For years, Republicans talked about cutting the deficit
while letting it climb — Democrats are doing it. For years,
Republicans talked about shifting power back to states and
communities — Democrats are doing it. For years, Repub-
licans talked about making government more businesslike
and efficient — Democrats are doing it. Democrats are
bringing responsibility back to Washington. In the last two
years, Republicans under Senator Dole and Speaker Ging-
rich shut the federal government down in an irresponsible
attempt at partisan blackmail. Democrats under President
Clinton said, and America agreed: Partisan threats are no
way to run a government. Nobody should ever shut down
the government again. The Republican shutdown cost the
taxpayers $1.4 billion. Democrats believe government
should work better and cost less — not work less and cost
more.

The Republican shutdown was an affront to the hard-
working public servants in our cities, towns, states, and
nation who devote their lives to improving life in our coun-
try. Thanks to them our streets are safer, our water is
cleaner, and our nation is secure. We condemn Republican
tactics to sow cynicism and mistrust by scapegoating those
government workers. Front-line federal workers committed
to providing quality services have joined the President’s
efforts to make government work better for the American
people. With their help, we are saving moneyv for the tax-
payers and improving services for our people. Those work-
ers who are doing more with less deserve our respect and
admiration.

In the last four years, we have transformed the Federal
Emergency Management Agency from an outdated bureau-
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cracy into a swift and effective agent of relief for victims of
earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, or other disasters. Ameri-
cans with life-threatening diseases like cancer and AIDS
gain access to new drugs faster, because the Food and Drug
Administration has streamlined its approval process, be-
come more flexible in certifications, and eliminated unnec-
essary paperwork. The Small Business Administration has
eliminated half of its regulations, cut loan applications as
long as 100 pages down to one, and doubled its loan volume
— all helping Americans to produce record numbers of
small businesses in each of the last three years. American
homebuyers are saving an average of $1,000 in closing costs
because the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment has eliminated paperwork and other unnecessary
burdens.

Over the next four years, the Democratic Party will
continue to make responsibility the rule in Washington:
cutting bureaucracy further, improving customer service,
demanding better performance, holding people and agen-
cies accountable for producing the best results, ensuring all
Americans have access to high quality public services,
whether they reside in inner cities, suburbs, or rural com-
munities, and forging new partnerships with the private
sector including small, minority, and women-owned busi-
nesses, and with state and local governments to enhance
opportunities for all Americans from technology to trans-
portation to travel and tourism.

Political Reform

Today’s Democratic Party knows we have a responsibil-
ity to make our democracy work better for America, by
limiting the influence of special interests and expanding
the influence of the American people. Special interests
have too much power in the halls of government. They
often operate in secret and have special privileges ordinary
Americans do not even know exist. Elections have become
so expensive that big money can sometimes drown out the
voices of ordinary voters — who should always speak the
loudest.

Shortly after Bill Clinton took office, he implemented
the toughest ethics code on executive officials in history:
Senior appointees are barred from lobbying their own
agencies for five years after they leave, and they can never
lobby for foreign governments. After years of Republican
delay, Democrats passed and the President signed the Mo-
tor Voter Bill to make it easier for people to participate in
our democracy and exercise their civic responsibility in the
voting booth. The President led the fight to repeal the tax
loophole that let lobbyists deduct the cost of their activi-
ties, and prevailed. In 1995, after a Republican filibuster,
Congress finally answered the President’s call to stop tak-
ing gifts, meals, and trips from lobbyists; to bring lobbyists
out from dark rooms and into the bright light of public
scrutiny by requiring full disclosure; and to apply to itself
the laws that apply to the rest of the country.

But we must take further strong action. The President
and the Democratic Party support the bipartisan McCain-
Feingold campaign finance reform bill. It will limit cam-
paign spending, curb the influence of PACs and lobbyists,
and end the soft money system. Perhaps most important of
all, this bill provides free TV time for candidates, so they
can talk directly to citizens about real issues and real ideas.
Unfortunately, Republicans in Congress will not even let
this bill come up for a vote. We call on them to stop
stonewalling. It is time to take the reins of democracy away
from big money and put them back in the hands of the
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American people, where they belong. We applaud efforts
by broadcasters and private citizens alike, to increase can-
didates’ direct access to voters through free TV.

Finally, we believe all Americans have a right to fair

political representation — including the citizens of the’

District of Columbia which deserves statehood. We recog-
nize the existing status of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico and the strong economic relationship between the
people of Puerto Rico and the United States. We pledge to
support the right of the people of the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico to choose freely, and in concert with the U.S.
Congress their relationship with the United States, either
as an enhanced commonwealth, a state or an independent
nation. We pledge just and fair treatment under federal
policies to the peoples of American Samoa, Guam, the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the Virgin Islands; we re-
spect their right to be consulted on policies that affect
them directly, and to choose freely their future political
sums; and we will continue to work with Guam to reach
agreement on establishing a Commonwealth of Guam.

Security, Freedom and Peace

The firm, sustained use of American might and diplo-
macy helped win the greatest victory for freedom in this
half of the century — the end of the Cold War. But to meet
the challenges of this new era of promise and peril, America
needed leadership that was able to see the contours of the
new world — and willing to act with steadiness, strength,
and flexibility in the face of change to make the most of it.

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have seized
the opportunities of the post Cold War era. Over the past
four years, their leadership has made America safer, more
prosperous, and more engaged in solving the challenges of a
new era.

Four years ago, thousands of Russian nuclear weapons
were aimed at American cities. Today, not a single Russian
missile points at our children, and through the START
treaties we will cut American and Russian nuclear arsenals
by two-thirds from their Cold War height.

Four years ago, the forces of reform in the former Soviet
Union were embattled. Today, U.S. initiatives are helping
democracy and free markets take root throughout the re-
gion, Russian troops are out of the Baltic's, and democracy
has triumphed in Russia’s elections.

Four years ago, the Middle East process had not moved
beyond a set of principles, and there were no signs of peace
in Northern Ireland. Today, in the Middle East we have
seen real agreements toward peace, and handshakes of
history, and the people of Northern Ireland have seen a 17
month cease-fire and historic negotiations among the par-
ties.

Four years ago, the North Koreans were operating a
dangerous nuclear program. Today, that program is frozen,
under international inspection, and slated to be disman-
tled.

Four years ago, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
— the bulwark of Western security during the Cold War —
was losing direction and support. Today, NATO is keeping
the peace in Bosnia with its Partnership for Peace allies
and, as a result of American leadership, preparing to wel-
come new members from Central Europe.

Four years ago, America stood aloof as war and genocide
spread through the former Yugoslavia. Today, thanks to
NATO airstrikes, American diplomacy and the deployment
of troops from the U.S. and other nations, the war has



stopped and Bosnia has its first real chance for a lasting
peace.

Four years ago, dictators ruled in Haiti, abusing human
rights and leaving thousands of its citizens desperate to flee
to our shores. Today, the dictators are gone, democracy has
been restored, and Haiti’s mass-exodus has stopped.

Four years ago, South Africa was struggling under po-
litical violence associated with apartheid. Now, following
the 1994 elections — which the United States strongly
supported — there is a national unity government and
South Africa is free and democratic.

Four years ago, there was good reason to worry that the
world was dividing into separate, isolated, regional trading
blocks. Today, thanks to Clinton Administration efforts to
find new markets for American products and strengthen
our existing ties, America’s relations with our trading par-
ties around the world are stronger than ever. We applaud
efforts like the Summit of the Americas, the Asian Pacific
Economic Cooperation meetings, and, especially, the ex-
traordinary leadership of Commerce Secretary Ron Brown
on behalf of American industry and workers everywhére.
Ran Brown will always be remembered with great pride
and the deepest gratitude by the Democratic Party and by
all Americans.

The Clinton-Gore Administration’s record of leadership
has deterred America’s adversaries and earned respect
from our allies and partners. The Dole-Gingrich Congress
and the Republican Party have a different approach to
America’s security. Too often they would force America to
go it alone — or not at all. Their shortsighted approach has
cut resources for diplomacy that could strengthen our secu-
rity, and reflects an inadequate understanding of the
threats and opportunities of this new era.

Today’s Democratic Party is unwilling to surrender to
the voices of retreat and indifference. We believe the only
way to ensure America’s security and prosperity over the
long run is to continue exerting American leadership across
a range of military, diplomatic, and humanitarian, chal-
lenges around the world. Led by President Clinton and
Vice President Gore, today’s Democratic Party has set a far
reaching agenda to strengthen our security, and promote
peace and freedom.

Strengthening Our Security

The highest imperative for our security is the protection
of our people, our territory, and our key interests abroad.
While both parties share a commitment to strong security,
there is a real difference. The Republican desire to spend
more money on defense than the Pentagon requests cannot
obscure their inability to recognize the challenges of a new
era and build the balanced defenses we need to meet them.

Today’s Democratic Party is committed to strengthen-
ing our military and adapting it to new challenges; reducing
the threat of weapons of mass destruction; and meeting
new challenges to our security such as terrorism, interna-
tional crime, and drug trafficking.

Strengthening our military. Over the past four
years, the Administration has undertaken the most suc-
cessful restructuring of our military forces in history. Even
as the size of our forces has decreased, their capabilities,
readiness and qualitative edge have increased. The Admin-
istration has ensured that America is prepared to fight
alongside others when we can, and alone when we must. We
have defeated attempts to cut our defense budget irrespon-
sibly. Three times in three years, President Clinton has
increased our defense spending plans — a total of almost
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$50 billion — for readiness, force modernization, and qual-
ity of life improvements. We will continue our work to
ensure that the men and women who wear American unj-
forms receive adequate pay and support, including:
childcare, education, housing, access to quality health care
for themselves and their families, and protection against
discrimination and sexual harassment. The Administration
defense plan reverses the downward trend in procurement
with a 40% real increase for weapons modernization by
2001. At the same time, as part of its reinventing govern-
ment program, the Administration has fundamentally re-
formed government procurement rules in order to get the
most for our money. We should also work to increase our
efforts to convert unnecessary or obsolete military facilities
to serve important economic needs of local communities.

Repeatedly during the past four years — from the Per-
sian Gulf to Bosnia — our men and women in uniform have
proven they are the best trained, best equipped, best pre-
pared fighting force in the world. The Democratic Party is
committed to build on this record by fully funding the
Pentagon’s 5-year defense plan; undertaking a second fun-
damental review of our defense structure; finding new ways
for our service branches to work jointly to increase our war
fighting capabilities; and ensuring that our troops can dom-
inate the battlefield of the future.

We honor America’s veterans; they put their lives on
the line to protect our way of life and promote our values
around the world. Today’s Democratic Party will stand by
America’s duty to our veterans. President Clinton and Vice
President Gore have fought hard to protect veterans’ bene-
fits; to expand disability benefits for Vietnam veterans
exposed to Agent Orange; aggressively responding to veter-
ans of the Persian Gulf War suffering from undiagnosed
illnesses; promoting veterans employment; and improving
and strengthening the medical system of the Veterans’
Administration.

Reducing the threat of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Strengthening our security also requires an aggressive
effort against weapons of mass destruction — nuclear,
chemical, and biological — and their means of delivery.
From the nuclear weapons programs in Iraq and North
Korea to the Sarin gas attack in the Tokyo subway, our
nation has seen that this threat is clear and present. To
meet it, we must seize the opportunities presented by the
end of the Cold War to cut weapons of mass destruction
stockpiles while working to prevent lethal weapons and
materials from falling into the wrong hands. '

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have pur-
sued the most far reaching arms control and non-prolifera-
tion agenda in history. They negotiated an agreement to
end the targeting of Russian nuclear missiles on American
cities and citizens. They secured ratification of START 11
which, along with START I, will reduce Russian and Amer-
ican arsenals by two-thirds. They prevented the breakup of
the Soviet Union from yielding three new nuclear weapons
states, by convincing Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan to
give up the nuclear weapons left on their territories when
the Soviet Union collapsed. They secured the indefinite
and unconditional extension of the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty. They acted to freeze North Korea’s nuclear
program.

The Democratic Party supports efforts to sign a Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty this year and to bring it into
force as soon as possible. We support immediate ratifica-
tion of the Chemical Weapons Convention — delayed too
long by the Dole Senate. We support full funding of the
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Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction program to
eliminate former Soviet nuclear and chemical weapons and
support funds to ensure that nuclear materials in the for-
mer Soviet Union are secure and do not fall into the wrong
hands. We support vigilant efforts, in cooperation with the
Republic of Korea, Japan, and others, to ensure North
Korea fully abides by its agreements to dismantle its nu-
clear program, and we support the Administration’s vigor-
ous efforts to prevent Iraq, Iran, and other dangerous
states from acquiring or developing weapons of mass de-
struction.

The Democratic Party is committed to a strong and -

balanced National Missile Defense (NMD) program. The
Administration is spending $3 billion a year on six different
systems to protect our troops in the field and our allies
from short and medium range missiles. To prepare for the
possibility of a long range missile attack on American soil
by a rogue state the Clinton Administration is committed
to developing by the year 2000 a defensive system that
could be deployed by 2003, well before the threat becomes
real. The Democratic Party opposes the Republican NMD
plan — spending up to $60 billion on a revival of the Star
Wars program that would force us to choose a costly system
today that could be obsolete tomorrow. The Republican
plan would waste money, weaken America’s defenses and
violate existing arms control agreements that make us more
secure. It is the wrong way to defend America.

Meeting new challenges. Today’s Democratic Party
knows that stronger security requires vigorous efforts to
address the new dangers of this era. Chief among these are
the interwoven threats of terrorism, drug trafficking, and
international crime. We have seen the terrible toll they
have exacted — the murder of American soldiers in their
barracks in Saudi Arabia and of innocent civilians on buses
in Israel; corruption and crime from the former Soviet
Union to Latin America. We know these vicious criminals
may come from within or without and pay no heed to
borders; we have seen firsthand the awful, evil work of the
forces of terror at the World Trade Center and in Okla-
homa City. And we know all too well the havoc drugs wreak
when they cross our borders and flow through our neigh-
borhoods.

The Clinton-Gore Administration has mounted the
most aggressive effort in American history to combat ter-
rorism, drug trafficking, and international crime. Its three
front war on terrorism — abroad, through greater coopera-
tion with our allies; at home, by giving law enforcement the
most powerful tools available to fight terrorism; and in our
airports and on airplanes, through tough air travel security
measures — is producing results. We captured and con-
victed the perpetrators of the World Trade Center bomb-
ing. We enacted a strong new anti-terrorism law, in spite of
foot dragging by the Republican Congress; now, President
Clinton and Democrats are fighting to take further steps to
protect American citizens. We convened an historic summit
of Mideast leaders at Sharm el-Sheik to coordinate anti-
terrorism efforts, and made anti-terrorism a centerpiece of
the 1996 G-7 summit. We imposed or maintained strong
sanctions against states that sponsor terrorism, including
Iran, Iraq, Libya, and Sudan, and made clear to Syria that
normal relations depend on concrete steps to end its sup-
port for groups involved with terrorism. We opposed irre-
sponsible cuts to U.S. intelligence programs and supported
efforts to reorganize and strengthen the full range of intel-
ligence agencies and programs. We opened FBI centers to
provide anti-crime and anti-terrorism training. We made
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Colombia ineligible for most American assistance after that
country’s leadership failed to cooperate with American
anti-narcotics efforts.

Today's Democratic Party is determined to keep_the
war on global terrorism, narcotics, and crime at the center
of our security agenda. We will seek increased cooperation
from our allies and friends abroad in fighting these threats.
We will continue to work aggressively to shut off foreign
drug flows, eradicate foreign drug crops, and assist coun-
tries that demonstrate active cooperation.

Promoting Peace and Democracy

Today’s Democratic Party knows that peace and de-
mocracy are products of decisive strength and active diplo-
macy. That diplomacy must protect our interests while also
projecting our values. The Republican Party too often has
neglected diplomatic opportunities, slashed the budgets
necessary for diplomatic successes, and overlooked the im-
portance to our own security of democracy and human
rights abroad. At its core, the Republican Party is locked in
a Cold War mentality, and lacks a coherent strategy to
nurture and strengthen the global progress toward peace
and democracy.

The Democratic Party believes a key to strengthening
peace is stable and peaceful relations among the world’s
major powers. That has been the driving force behind
much of the Clinton-Gore Administration’s work, from its
peace initiative in Bosnia to new security agreements with
Japan. We are committed to promoting democracy in re-
gions and countries important to America’s security, and to
standing with all those willing to take risks for peace, from
the Middle East to Northern Ireland, where President
Clinton was the first U.S. president to engage directly in
the search for peace, including making an historic visit to
Northern Ireland. And we are committed to doing it with
all the tools we have: with diplomacy where possible, with
force where necessary, and working with others where ap-
propriate — our allies, willing partners, the U.N. and other
security organizations — to share the risks and costs of our
leadership.

Europe and the former Soviet Union. Today’s
Democratic Party knows that the security of Europe re-
mains a vital American interest, and that we must remain
engaged in Europe, a region in which we have fought the
two world wars and the Cold War this century. It is our
vision to see, one day, a community of free, democratic, and
peaceful nations, bound by political, security, cultural, and
economic ties, spanning across North America and Europe.
We applaud the Clinton-Gore Administration’s efforts to
foster a peaceful, democratic and undivided Europe —
including expanded support for reform in former commu-
nist states; dramatically increased assistance to Ukraine;
the Partnership for Peace program of military cooperation
with Europe’s new democracies; its steady, determined
work to add new Central European members to NATO in
the near future; and its efforts to resolve regional disputes
such as between Greece and Turkey. We support continued
efforts to secure a just and lasting peace in Bosnia, North-
ern Ireland and Cyprus. We are committed to the success
of independence in Ukraine and the Baltics. And we sup-
port the continuing evolution of a prosperous and peaceful
Russia. And as part of our effort to support we will pursue
a relationship in which we seek cooperation when we can,
and frankly express disagreements where they exist, such
as on Chechnya.

Asia. We know that many of America’s most pressing



security challenges and most promising commercial oppor-
tunities lie in the Asia Pacific region. The Democratic
Party applauds the important new security charter with
Japan, the Administration’s close cooperation with the Re-
public of Korea toward the goal of a unified and non-
nuclear peninsula, and the deployment of an American
naval task force to the Taiwan Straits to ensure that Chi-
na's military exercises did not imperil the security of the
region. The Party supports the Administration’s policy of
steady engagement to encourage a stable, secure, open and
prosperous China — a China that respects human rights
throughout its land and in Tibet, that joins international
efforts against weapons proliferation, and that plays by the
rules of free and fair trade. Today’ s Democratic Party
strongly supports continued American troop presence in
East Asia and efforts to promote increased regional secu-
rity. And we are committed to building long-term relation-
ships with India, Pakistan, and others in South Asia in
order to advance America’s diverse interests in that region,
from democracy and commerce to nuclear non-prolifera-
tion. e

The Middle East. President Clinton has overseen a
remarkable record of achievement toward peace and secu-
rity in the Middle East — the Israeli-Palestinian accords;
the peace agreement between Israel and Jordan; new re-
gional security and investment summits; Israel’s increased
acceptance throughout the Middle East and the world; the
dual containment of Iraq and Iran. The Democratic Party
is committed to help build on this record, knowing that
peace and security are indivisible, and supports the efforts
by the Clinton-Gore Administration to achieve a compre-
hensive and lasting peace among Israel and all its neigh-
bors, including Lebanon and Syria. The Democratic Party
remains committed to America’s long-standing special rela-
tionship with Israel, based on shared values, a mutual
commitment to democracy and a strategic alliance that
benefits both nations. The United States should continue
to help Israel maintain its qualitative edge. Jerusalem is
the capital of Israel and should remain an undivided city
accessible to people of all faiths. We are also committed to
working with our Arab partners for peace to build a
brighter, more secure and prosperous future for all the
people of the Middle East. To that end, we seek to further
and enhance our close ties with states and peoples in the
Arab and Islamic world committed to non-aggression and
willing to take risks for peace.

Latin America and the Caribbean. The Clinton-
Gore Administration forged an historic partnership with
the democracies of the Western Hemisphere, as reflected in
the 1994 Summit of the Americas. Today, every country in
the Hemisphere is a democracy except Cuba. Because dem-
ocratic stability and prosperity in the countries to our
south are in our interest and theirs, President Clinton took
bold steps to bolster Mexico’s economy when it was threat-
ened by crisis; worked to resolve internal and border con-
flicts in the Hemisphere; joined with regional panners to
combat narcotics trafficking; and tightened the tough em-
bargo against Cuba while reaching out to its people. The
Democratic Party is committed to further consolidating
democracy, stability, and open markets throughout the
hemisphere. :

Africa. The Clinton Administration championed South
Africa’s democratic transition; supported Africa’s many
emerging democracies and led international efforts to
speed the return of democracy in Nigeria; helped save
countless lives in Somalia, Rwanda, and elsewhere through
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conflict resolution, removal of landmines, and humanitar-
ian relief; and took steps to help sub-Saharan Africa’s 700
million people develop into strong economies and markets.
The Democratic Party believes that continuing to help the
people of Africa nurture their continent’s extraordinary
potential and address its serious problems is both the right
thing to do and profoundly in America’s interest.

Promoting democracy. America remains a beacon of
hope to all who cherish democracy and human rights, and
America’s security benefits from the enlargement of the
community of market democracies. The Clinton-Gore Ad-
ministration has actively promoted the consolidation and
spread of democracy and human rights: in Russia and
throughout the former Soviet Union, Central Europe, Latin
America, Asia and Africa. President Clinton directed Vice
President Gore to lead bi-national efforts to establish trad-
ing relationships to help promote democracy in three stra-
tegic areas: Russia, South Africa, and Egypt. The Demo-
cratic Party supports the aspirations of all those who seek
to strengthen civil society and accountable governance. To
this end, we support the MacBride Principles of equal
access to regional employment in Northern Ireland. We are
committed to the human rights and well-being of Jewish
people and other minorities in the countries of the former
Soviet Union. We support continued funding for the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy, Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty, the Asia Pacific Network, Radio
Marti and other efforts to promote democracy and the free
flow of ideas.

Resources for diplomacy. There is a price to be paid
for America’s security and its leadership in world affairs —
and the Republican Party now refuses to pay that price.
Even though less than one percent of the federal budget
goes to foreign policy spending, the Republican Party has
savaged our diplomatic readiness, defaulted on treaty ob-
ligations to pay dues to the United Nations, slashed assis-
tance to the poorest and most vulnerable populations on
earth, and pushed the United States to dead last among
developed nations in the global fight against starvation,
infant mortality, natural disasters and environmental deg-
radation and other worldwide problems. The Democratic
Party understands that these efforts strengthen our secu-
rity and express our values, and strongly supports the
Clinton-Gore Administration’s work to ensure adequate
resources for American foreign policy.

Community

Across America, in far too many places, the bonds of
community that tie us together and remind us that we rise
or fall together, have too often frayed. Today’s Democratic
Party believes we must reawaken the strong sense of com-
munity that has helped America to prosper for 220 years.
America is uniquely suited to lead the world into the 21st
century because of our great diversity and our shared val-
ues. We must never let our differences divide us from each
other; instead we must come together on a new common
ground, based on the enduring values we share. When
Americans work together — in our homes, our schools, our
houses of worship, our civic groups, our businesses, labor
unions and professional associations — we can meet any
challenge, and realize every dream.

Putting Families First

The first and most sacred responsibility of every parent
is to cherish our children and strengthen our families. The
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family is the foundation of American life. After 12 years of
all family-values-talk and no family-values-action by the
Republicans, President Clinton took office determined to
put families first. We support the fundamental themes of
the Families First Agenda — promoting paycheck, health
care, retirement, and personal security; creating greater
educational and economic opportunity; and requiring
greater responsibility from individuals, businesses, and
government.

Standing up for parents. In the first month of Bill
Clinton’s Presidency, the Democratic Party ended eight
years of Republican gridlock and enacted the Family and
Medical Leave Act. Americans blessed with a new child or
troubled by a family health crisis can no longer be forced to
choose between their families and their jobs. A bipartisan
panel reported that 12 million workers have already been
able to live up to their family obligations without risking
their jobs. And almost 90 percent of businesses found that
complying with this law cost them little or nothing. Despite
how important this is to American families, Senator Dole
led Republican opposition to it and still insists it was
wrong. This law is good for families, it is good for America,
and it would not be the law today without the Democratic
Party. President Clinton fought for and secured tax credits
to encourage adoption, because every child deserves a
mother and father who will love them and raise them.

Now we want to take the next step. We believe parents
should be able to take unpaid leave from work and choose
flex time so they can do their job as parents: to do things
like go to parent-teacher conferences or take a child to the
doctor.

Responsible entertainment. President Clinton and
Vice President Gore have led the fight to help parents
control what their children see on television. Because of
their leadership, Congress passed a law requiring all new
televisions to include a device called a V-chip that will
block violent programs when it is activated by an adult.
Senator Dole likes to talk about TV violence, but when it
came time to act, he stood with a small minority to oppose
the bipartisan V-chip bill. The President achieved a break-
through agreement with the media and entertainment in-
dustries to develop a rating system for TV shows similar to
the motion picture rating system, so parents can make
informed decisions about what they want their children to
watch. When parents control the remote, it is not censor-
ship, it is personal responsibility for their children’s up-
bringing.

We believe in public support for the arts, especially for
high-quality, family-friendly programming. America is the
leading exporter of intellectual property built on a strong
foundation of artistic freedom. We are proud to have
stopped the Republican attack on the Corporation for Pub-
lic Broadcasting — we want our children to watch Sesame
Street, not Power Rangers. And we echo the President’s
call to the entertainment industry: Work harder to develop
and promote movies, music, and TV shows that are suit-
able — and educational — for children.

Tobacco. Cigarette smoking is rapidly becoming the
single greatest threat to the health of our children. We
know that 3,000 young people start smoking every day, and
1,000 of them will lead shorter lives because of it. Despite
that, Senator Dole and other Republicans continue to ig-
nore volumes of medical research to make baffling claims
that cigarettes are not addictive. They even argue with
distinguished Republican experts like President Reagan’s
Surgeon General C. Everett Koop. President Clinton and
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Vice President Gore understand that we have a responsibil-
ity to protect our children’s future by cracking down on
illegal sales of tobacco to minors and by curbing sophisti-
cated advertising campaigns designed to entice kids to start
smoking before they are old enough to make an informéd
decision. The President has proposed measures to cut off
children’s access to cigarettes, crack down on those who sell
tobacco to minors illegally, and curtail advertising designed
to appeal to children. Tobacco companies may market to
adults if they wish, but they must take the responsibility to
draw the line on children.

Parents’ responsibility. Today’s Democratic Party
knows that governments do not raise children, parents do.
That is why President Clinton and Vice President Gore
took action to order all federal agencies to make sure
everything government does for children promotes respon-
sibility from all parents, fathers as well as mothers. Now we
challenge every parent to put their children first: to help
them with their homework, to read to them, to know their
teachers, and above all, to teach their children right from
wrong and set the best example.

Community Empowerment and Cities

Today’s Democratic Party understands that we cannot
rebuild our poorest communities by imposing cookie-cutter
solutions from Washington. We have to give communities
the tools they need to create opportunity. Citizens, local
government, the private sector, and civic groups must come
together and take the responsibility to rebuild their com-
munities from the bottom up.

Encouraging private sector investment, and com-
munity-based solutions. After over a decade of sus-
tained Republican neglect and empty Republican prom-
ises, President Clinton and Democrats in Congress
launched a comprehensive strategy to unleash economic
growth and restore opportunity to our distressed neighbor-
hoods. Without a single Republican vote, we created 105
Empowerment Zones and Enterprise Communities. This
effort, chaired by Vice President Gore, is bringing jobs and
businesses to our poorest urban and rural areas. Thousands
of new businesses have already moved into these areas, or
expanded existing operations, bringing new hope and new
jobs to these neighborhoods. We reformed the Community
Reinvestment Act to shift the focus from process toward
results; we implemented low income mortgage purchase
requirements on Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac; and we
created a Community Development Financial Institutions
Fund. Together, these efforts are unleashing billions of
dollars in new private sector lending and investment for
housing and economic development in our inner cities and
poorest rural areas. The President and Vice President have
created a brownfields initiative to bring life back to aban-
doned and contaminated property by reforming outdated
regulations and providing incentives for cleanup.

Over the next four years, we want a second round of
Empowerment Zones to bring economic growth to more
American communities; a significant expansion of the
Community Development Financial Institutions Fund to
spur more private sector investment in local economies;
and a new tax incentive to encourage further cleanup and
redevelopment of brownfields. Today’s Democratic Party
knows that the best way to bring jobs and growth back to
our poorest neighborhoods is to harness the joh-creating
power of the private sector.

Helping people afford safe, secure housing. Safe,
secure housing is an essential part of strong communities



and strong families. We are proud that after four years of a
Democrat in the White House, the percentage of people
who own their own house climbed faster than it has in 30
years. Bill Clinton took executive action to make it easier
and cheaper for working and middle-class homebuyers to
get a home loan. We pledge to stand against Republican
efforts to repeal the deductibility of home mortgage inter-
est payments. Fulfilling his 1992 pledge, President Clinton
made the low-income housing tax credit permanent, en-
couraging private developers to build more affordable
housing. This tax credit is making it easier for families to
get housing, and we will stand against Republican attacks
on it.

The Clinton Administration has made sweeping
changes to transform the nation’s public housing system
after decades of neglect. In the last four years, Democrats
demolished more units of unlivable public housing than
Republicans did in the previous twelve years, replacing
them with lower-density developments that can serve as
anchors for neighborhood renewal. In the next four years,
we want to transform the worst public housing frem a
system that traps people in rundown, crime-ridden projects
into one which gives families the freedom to choose where
they live by providing vouchers to help them with housing
costs. We have dramatically increased help for the home-
less, and shifted focus from temporary shelters toward
permanent solutions designed to move people back into the
mainstream, into jobs and a home of their own. )

Agriculture and the Rural Community

America has the most abundant agricultural economy
on earth, and it must be preserved and strengthened as we
enter a new century. President Clinton and the Democrats
have worked hard to promote economic growth in rural
areas, protect the family farm, and ensure that farmers get
a fair return for their labor and investment and consumers
can continue to count on safe and nutritious foods. In the
face of Republican efforts to gut food safety, the Clinton
Administration has revolutionized meat inspection and set
a new standard of consumer protection. President Clinton
has reinvented the Agriculture Department, reducing regu-
lations and bureaucracy and improving service. The Clin-
ton Administration has cracked down on food stamp fraud,
and approved experiments in state after state to reform the
food stamp program. President Clinton and Democrats in
Congress supported new voluntary conservation programs
and saved economic development programs for rural areas
through the 1996 Farm Bill. We are committed to expand-
ing agricultural exports by reducing unfair subsidies and
trade barriers around the world and protecting our farmers
from predatory trade practices.

Protecting Our Environment

Today’s Democratic Party wants all Americans to be
able to enjoy America’s magnificent natural heritage —
and we want our people to know that the air they breathe is

pure, the water they drink is clean, and the land they live ]
on is safe from hazard. We understand we have a sacred-

obligation to protect God’s earth and preserve our quality
of life for our children and our children’s children. For the
12 Republican vears before Bill Clinton and Al Gore took
office, protecting the environment was far from a priority.
And in the last two vears, 25 vears of bipartisan environ-
mental progress — started by a Democratic Congress under
a Republican President — has come under attack from the
far right. Time and again, President Clinton and the Dem
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_ocratic Party have stood firm against this onslaught.

The Republican Congress, under Senator Dole and
Speaker Gingrich, voted to cut environmental enforcement
resources by 25 percent. President Clinton and Democrats
in Congress said no. We believe government has a respon-
sibility to enforce the laws that help keep toxic chemicals
from our water, pesticides from our food, and smog from
our air.

The Republican Congress, under Senator Dole and
Speaker Gingrich, let lobbyists for the polluters write their
own loopholes into bills to weaken laws that protect the
health and safety of our children. President Clinton and
Democrats in Congress said no. We believe America’s
elected officials have a responsibility to protect America’s
families from threats to their health, and that trust must
never be abdicated — especially not by placing control of
environmental safeguards in the hands of the very polluters
those safeguards are meant to keep in line.

The Republican Congress, under Senator Dole and
Speaker Gingrich, tried to make taxpayers pick up the tab
for toxic wastes, and let polluters who caused the problem
and can afford to fix it off the hook. President Clinton and
Democrats in Congress said no. We believe America should
insist that toxic waste cleanup is paid for by those responsi-
ble for it in the first place — and not foisted off on the
taxpayers.

In the last four years, President Clinton and Vice Presi-
dent Gore have taken strong action to make our air and
water cleaner. They reformed the Superfund program — in
each of the last two years nearly as many toxic dumps were
cleaned as ‘in the previous decade. They dramatically
strengthened Community Right-to-Know efforts, because
Americans should be informed about toxic chemicals being
released into the air and water so they can take steps to
protect themselves and their families. They took measures
to cut toxic air pollution from chemical plants by 90 per-
cent, and after years of Republican neglect they cleaned up
hundreds of nuclear weapons sites and are committed to
finishing the job.

Today’s Democratic Party knows that we can protect
the environment and expand the economy. We believe we
can create more jobs over the long run by cleaning the
environment. We want to challenge businesses and commu-
nities to take more initiative in protecting the environ-
ment, and we want to make it easier for them to do it.
President Clinton and Vice President Gore launched
Project XL which tells businesses: If you can find a
cheaper, more efficient way than government regulations
require to meet even tougher pollution goals, do it — as
long as you do it right. This new approach offers business
flexibility, incentives, and accountability.

Environmental protection should include more educa-
tion on compliance for small and medium sized business,
more strategies to increase compliance for all businesses,
and tough enforcement — including criminal prosecution
— for those who put human health and the environment at
risk.

We are committed to protecting the majestic legacy of
our National Parks and enhancing recreational opportuni-
ties. We are determined to continue working to restore the
Florida Everglades, to preserve our wildlife refuges, and to
fight any effort to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
to oil and gas drilling. We will be good stewards of our old-
growth forests, oppose new offshore oil drilling and mineral
exploration and production in our nation’s many environ-
mentally critical areas. and protect our oceans from oil
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spills and the dumping of toxic and radioactive waste.

The President and Vice President announced an his-
toric partnership with the Big Three American automakers
to develop the technology to produce cars up to three times
more fuel efficient than those made today — cleaner cars
for a cleaner environment. We will continue to support
responsible recycling, and encourage energy efficiency that
makes our economy more efficient and less reliant on for-
eign oil. We believe that adequate investments in better
mass transit, cleaner cars, and renewable energy sources
are good for the environment and good for the economy.

After vears in which Republicans neglected the global
environment, the Clinton Administration has made Amer-
ica a leader in the fight to meet environmental challenges
that transcend national borders and require global cooper-
ation. The Clinton-Gore Administration led the world in
calling for a global ban on ocean-dumping of low-level
radioactive waste and for a legally binding treaty to phase
out persistent organic pollutants such as DDT and PCBs.
We will seek a strong international agreement to further
reduce greenhouse gas emissions worldwide and protect our
global climate. We are committed to preserving the planet’s
biodiversity, repairing the depleted ozone layer, and work-
ing with other nations to stabilize population growth.

Democrats recognize that sustainable development is
the key to protecting the environment and promoting eco-
nomic growth. That is why the Clinton-Gore Administra-
tion has reformed our foreign aid programs to focus on
sustainable development. At home, Democrats know that
sound economic development means sound environmental
protection.

The American Community

Today's Democratic Party knows that when America is
divided we will likely fail, but when America is united we
will always prevail. Americans will always have differences,
and when we reach across those differences, we are stronger
for it. And we share an abiding set of values that define us
as Americans. Our task is to draw strength from both —
from our great diversity and our constant values — to
fashion the future we want for our children.

Fighting discrimination and protecting civil
rights. Today’s Democratic Party knows we must renew
our efforts to stamp out discrimination and hatred of every
kind, wherever and whenever we see it. We deplore the
recent wave of burnings that has targeted African-Ameri-
can churches in the South, as well as other houses of
worship across the country, and we have established a
special task force to help local communities catch and
prosecute those responsible, prevent further arsons, and
rebuild their churches. We believe everyone in America
should learn English so they can fully share in our daily
life, but we strongly oppose divisive efforts like English-
only legislation, designed to erect barriers between us and
force people away from the culture and heritage of which
they are rightly proud. We must remember we do not have
an American to waste. We continue to lead the fight to end
discrimination on the basis of race, gender, religion, age,
ethnicity, disability, and sexual orientation. The Demo-
cratic Party has always supported the Equal Rights
Amendment, and we are committed to ensuring full equal-
ity for women and to vigorously enforce the Americans
with Disabilities Act. We support continued efforts, like
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, to end discrimi-
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nation against gay men and lesbians and further their full
inclusion in the life of the nation.

Over the last four years, President Clinton and the
Democrats have worked aggressively to enforce the letter
and spirit of civil rights law. The President and Vice Presi-
dent remain committed to an Administration that looks
like America, and we are proud of the Administration’s
extraordinary judicial appointments — they are both more
diverse and more qualified than any previous Administra-
tion. We know there is still more we can do to ensure equal
opportunity for all Americans, so all people willing to work
hard can build a strong future. President Clinton is leading
the way to reform affirmative action so that it works, it is
improved, and promotes opportunity, but does not acci-
dentally hold others back in the process. Senator Dole has
promised to end affirmative action. He’s wrong, and the
President is right. When it comes to affirmative action, we
should mend it, not end it.

Religious freedom. Today’s Democratic Party under-
stands that all Americans have a right to express their
faith. The Constitution prohibits the state establishment of
religion, and it protects the frée exercise of religion. The
President fought for and signed the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, to reaffirm the great protection the Con-
stitution gives to religious expression, and to recognize the
historic role people of faith have played in America. Ameri-
cans have a right to express their love of God in public, and
we applaud the President’s work to ensure that children
are not denied private religious expression in school.
Whenever the religious rights of our children — or any
American — are threatened, we will stand against it.

Responsibility to our community and our coun-
try. Today’s Democratic Party believes every American
has a duty and a responsibility to give something back to
their community and their country. In the past three years,
45,000 Americans have performed national service as part
of the AmeriCorps program President Clinton and the
Democrats fought so hard to create — and we [missing
word] those Republicans who joined a bipartisan effort to
preserve AmeriCorps when Speaker Gingrich’s House tried
to kill it.

We applaud the American spirit of voluntarism and
charity. As we balance the budget, we must work even
harder in our own lives to live up to the duties we owe one
another. We must shrink the government, but we cannot
shrink from our challenges. We believe every school and
college in America should make service a part of its basic
ethic, and we want to expand national service by helping
communities give scholarships to high school students for
community service. We challenge Americans in all walks of
life to make a new commitment to taking responsibility for
themselves, their families, their communities, and their
country.

If we do our job, we will make the next American
century as great as each one that has come before it. We
will enter the 21st century with the American Dream alive
for all, with America still the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom, and with the American community
coming together, enriched by our diversity and stronger
than ever.

America’s best days lie ahead, as we renew our historic
pledge to uphold and advance the promise of America —
One nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all. [ ]
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Clinton’s call for a constitutional amendment to protect
the rights of crime victims.

The platform also takes a centrist position on the
controversial issue of immigration, recognizing “the ex-
traordinary contribution of immigrants to America
throughout our history,” while also stating, “We cannot
tolerate illegal immigration and we must stop it.”

In addition, this section of the platform calls for welfare
reform. Clinton agreed July 31 to sign legislation that
would overhaul the current welfare system.

Yet another effort to break from the party’s past image
is the platform’s discussion of administration efforts to cut
government: “We have worked hard over the last four years
to rein in big government, slash burdensome regulations,
eliminate wasteful programs, and shift problem-solving out
of Washington and back to people and communities who
understand their situations best.”

The platform also endorses campaign finance reform, and
says that the District of Columbia “deserves statehood.”
‘Community’ -

The Congressional Democratic leadership has embraced
an agenda entitled “families first,” and this platform sup-
ports that agenda while highlighting some related accom-
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plishments of the administration. The platform mentions
favorably the enactment of the Family and Medical Leave
Act, the “v-chip” that would block violent TV ptograms,
and efforts to cut back on children’s access to tobacco.

In addition, this section includes a call to rebuild the
country’s poorest communities “from the bottom up”
through community-based solutions, and criticism for the
Republicans’ environmental agenda.

The platform calls for continued efforts to enforce civil
rights laws, protect religious freedom, and continue such
efforts as the AmeriCorps national service program. Re-
flecting Clinton’s views of affirmative action, the platform
states, “we should mend it, not end it.”

‘Security, Freedom and Peace’

While this platform focuses primarily on domestic pol-
icy, it does devote time to foreign issues such as relations
with Russia and peace efforts in the Middle East, Haiti and
Northern Ireland.

It argues that Democrats have supported a strong mili-
tary, a national missile defense program that differs from
that proposed by the Republicans, and a concerted effort
against terrorism. In addition, the platform stresses the
role of diplomacy in promoting peace and democracy. =

TEXT

Draft Democratic National Platform

Following is the text of the draft platform for the
Democratic National Committee. The draft was adopted
at the Platform Committee’s Aug. 5 meeting in Pittsburgh,
and will be subject to minor technical corrections before it
is presented to the convention in Chicago Aug. 26-29.

In 1996, America will choose the President who will lead
us from the millennium which saw the birth of our nation,
and into a future that has all the potential to be even
greater than our magnificent past. Today’s Democratic
Party is ready for that future. Our vision is simple. We
want an America that gives all Americans the chance to live
out their dreams and achieve their God-given potential. We
want an America that is still the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom. And we want an America that is com-
ing together around our enduring values, instead of drifting
apart.

Today’s Democratic Party is determined to renew
America’s most basic bargain: Opportunity to every Ameri-
can, and responsibility from every American. And today’s
Democratic Party is determined to reawaken the great
sense of American community.

Opportunity. Responsibility. Community. These are the
values that made America strong. These are the values of
the Democratic Party. These are the values that must
guide us into the future.

Today. America is moving forward with the strong
Presidential leadership it deserves. The economy is stron-
ger, the deficit is lower. and government is smaller. Educa-
tion is better, our environment is cleaner, families are
healthier, and our streets are safer. There is more opportu-

nity in America, more responsibility in our homes, and
more peace in the world.

Today’s Democratic Party stands proudly on the record
of the last four years. We are living in an age of enormous
possibility, and we are working to make sure that all Amer-
icans can make the most of it. America is moving in the
right direction.

Now we must move forward, and we know the course we
must follow. We need a smaller, more effective, more effi-
cient, less bureaucratic government that reflects our time-
honored values. The American people do not want big
government solutions and they do not want empty prom-
ises. They want a government that is for them, not against
them; that doesn’t interfere with their lives but enhances
their quality of life. They want a course that is reasonable,
help that is realistic, and solutions that can be delivered —
a moderate, achievable, common-sense agenda that will
improve people’s dally lives and not increase the size of
government.

That is what today’s Democratic Party offers: the end
of the era of big government and a final rejection of the
misguided call to leave our citizens to fend for themselves
— and bold leadership into the future: To meet America’s
challenges, protect America’s values, and fulfill American
dreams.

Opportunity

For 220 years, America has been defined by a single
ideal: Opportunity for all who take the responsibility to
seize it. President Andrew Jackson put it best: We believe
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in equal opportunity for all, and special privileges for none.
The mission of the Democratic Party in 1996 is to ensure
that the great American Dream of opportunity for all is
within reach for all, and that it travels with us, whole and
intact, as we walk together into tomorrow.

Economic Growth

Since Bill Clinton became President, America has seen
an explosion of job growth, economic renewal, and opportu-
nity. The American people have created more than 10
million new jobs. After trailing Japan for 14 years, America
once again became the world’s leading manufacturer of
automobiles in 1994, and remained number one last year.
The combined rate of inflation, unemployment, and mort-
gage interest rates is the lowest in three decades. Now, 3.7
million more Americans own their own home, and Ameri-
cans have started a record number of new small businesses
in each of the last three years.

In the 12 years before President Clinton took office,
Republicans in the White House allowed the deficit to
spiral out of control, and ignored the economic interes,t;svof
ordinary Americans. Bill Clinton was determined t turn
things around and move America in a new direction. With
his leadership, we put in place a comprehensive strategy for
economic growth. Today’s Democratic Party knows that
the private sector is the engine of economic growth, and we
fought to put America’s economic house in order so private
business could prosper. We worked to tap the full potential
of a new global economy through open and fair trade. We
fought to invest in the American people so they would have
the capacity to meet the demands of the new economy. And
we have invested in the roads, bridges, and highways that
are the lifelines of American commerce.

Democrats in Congress supported this course and
America is better off because they did. Republicans op-
posed our economic plan; America’s economic growth over
the last four years makes it clear that they were wrong. Our
strategy is in place, and it is working. We are proud of our
economic record over the last four years — and we know
that our record is a record to build on, not to rest on. We
have to move forward, to make sure that every American
willing to work hard has the opportunity to build a good
life and share in the benefits of economic success.

In the last four years we worked to get the American
economy going: cutting the deficit, expanding trade, and
investing in our people. In the next four years we have to
make the new economy work for all Americans: balancing
the budget, creating more jobs, making sure all families can
count on good health care and a secure retirement, and,
most of all, expanding educational opportunities so all
Americans can learn the skills they need to build the best
possible future.

Balancing the budget. For 12 years, Republicans hid
behind rosy scenarios while quadrupling the national debt.
We knew this had to stop. In 1992, we promised to cut the
deficit in half over four years. We did. Our 1993 economic
plan cut spending by over a quarter trillion dollars in five
years. The only deficit left today is interest payments on
the debt run up over the 12 Republican years before fiscal
responsibility returned to the White House. President
Clinton is the first President to cut the deficit four years in
a row since before the Civil War.

Now the Demaocratic Party is determined to finish the
job and balance the budget. President Clinton has put
forward a plan to balance the budget by 2002 while living
up to our commitments to our elderly and our children and
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maintaining strong economic growth, The Republican Con-
gress’ own economists admit the President’s plan will bal-
ance the budget by 2002. It cuts hundreds of wasteful and
outdated programs, but it preserves Medicare and Medic-
aid, it protects education and the environment, and It
defends working families. The President’s plan reflects
America’s values. The Republican plan does not.

Today’s Democratic Party believes we have a duty to
care for our parents, so they can live their lives in dignity.
That duty includes securing Medicare and Medicaid, find-
ing savings without reducing quality or benefits, and pro-
tecting Social Security for future generations. The Republi-
can agenda rests on massive Medicare cuts, three times
bigger than the largest Medicare cuts in history, including
new premium increases on seniors, and drastic changes to
Medicaid that will jeopardize the health care of children
and seniors.

Today’s Democratic Party believes that all children
should have the opportunity and the education to make the
most of their own lives. We believe that schools should be
run by teachers and principals, not by Washington. The
Republican agenda slashes college scholarships and college
loans, cuts Head Start, and cuts funds to reduce class size
and improve teacher standards.

Today’s Democratic Party believes we have a duty to
preserve God’s earth and American quality of life for future
generations. We are committed to reform, so we protect our
environment but we do not trap business in a tangle of red
tape. The Republican budget guts environmental protec-
tion.

Today’s Democratic Party believes that working people
should not be taxed into poverty. The Republican budget
raises taxes on millions of working families.

Today’s Democratic Party believes that America must
pul our families first. The Republican budget tried to take
Big Bird away from 5-year-olds, school lunches away from
10-year-olds, summer jobs away from 15-year-olds, and
college loans away from 20-year-olds.

Today’s Democratic Party believes in a government
that works better and costs less. We know that government
workers are good people trapped in bad systems, and we
are committed to reinventing government to reform those
systems. The Republican budget cuts government where it
is needed to protect our values, and they were even willing
to shut down the government altogether to force their
budget on the American people.

Tax relief for working families and small busi-
nesses. President Clinton and Democrats in Congress ex-
panded the Earned Income Tax Credit, cutting taxes to
help 40 million Americans in 15 million working families —
without a single Republican vote. The Dole-Gingrich bud-
get was designed to give a massive tax break to the wealthi-
est Americans, and pay for it by raising taxes on ordinary
Americans and slashing health care for the elderly. Amer-
ica cannot afford to return to the era of something-for-
nothing tax cuts and smoke-and-mirrors accounting that
produced a decade of exploding deficits. Today’s Demo-
cratic Party is committed to targeted tax cuts that help
working Americans invest in their future, and we insist that
any tax cuts are completely paid for, because we are deter-
mined to balance the budget.

We want to strengthen middle-class families by provid-
ing a $500 tax cut for children. We want to cut taxes to help
families pay for education after high school and to guaran-
tee the first two years of college. We want people to be able
to use their IRA’s to buy a first home, deal with a medical



emergency, or provide for education. We want to cut taxes
for small businesses that invest in the future and set up
pensions for their workers. And we want to cut taxes for
people who are self-employed and self-insured so their
health care is more affordable.

Technology. We know investments in technology drive
economic growth, generate new knowledge, create new
high-wage jobs, build new industries, and improve our
quality of life. In the face of Republican efforts to under-
mine America’s dedication to innovation, President Clin-
ton and the Democratic Party have fought to maintain vital
investments in science and technology. We remember that
government investment in technology is responsible for the
computer, for jet aircraft, and for the Internet — no invest-
ments have ever paid off better, in jobs, in opportunity, or
in growth. _ .

We support government policies that encourage private
sector investment and innovation to create a pro-growth
economic climate, like a permanent research and develop-
ment tax credit. We want technology to create jobs and
improve the quality of life for American workers. President
Clinton and Vice President Gore fought for and, the Presi-
dent signed, a sweeping telecommunications reform bill
that will unleash the creative power of the information
industry to create millions of high-wage American jobs. We
recognize that our system of research colleges and universi-
ties is the bedrock of American leadership in science and
technology. When we invest in our research institutions we
are literally investing in our future by helping to train the
next brilliant generation of American scientists and engi-
neers. As we enter the 2Ist century, we will continue to
invest in world-class research and development, advanced
technologies in transportation, information, and other in-
dustries, and agricultural and environmental research in
partnership with American business. We are working to
reinvent the national laboratories and revitalize America’s
space program, including support for the space station.

Creating jobs through trade. We believe that if we
want the American economy to continue strong growth, we
must continue to expand trade, and not retreat from the
world. America’s markets are open to the world, so America
has a right to demand that the world’s markets are open to
our products. American products are the best in the world.
When American workers and American companies have the
chance to compete around the world, we do not take second
place.

In the last four years, the Clinton-Gore Administration
has signed over 200 trade agreements, including NAFTA
and GATT, to open markets around the world to American
products, and create more jobs for the people who make
them here at home. We have put in place the most sweep-
ing agreements to lower foreign trade barriers of any ad-
ministration'in modern American history, including over 20
such agreements with Japan alone — and American ex-
ports to Japan in the sectors covered by those agreements
have increased by 85 percent. All over the world, barriers to
American products have come down, exports are at an all
time high — and we have created over one million high-
paying export-related jobs.

In the next four years, we must continue to work to
lower foreign trade barriers; insist that foreign companies
play by fair rules at home and abroad; strengthen rules that
protect the global economy from fraud and dangerous in-
stahility; advance American commercial interests abroad:
and ensure that the new global economy is directly benefi-
cial to American working families. As we work to open new
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markets, we must negotiate to guarantee that all trade
agreements include standards to protect children, workers,
public safety, and the environment. We must ensure ade-
quate trade adjustment assistance and education and traig=*
ing programs to help working families compete and win in
the global economy.

Education

Today’s Democratic Party knows that education is the
key to opportunity. In the new global economy, it is more
important than ever before. Today, education is the fault
line that separates those who will prosper from those who
cannot. President Clinton and Democrats in Congress have
spared no effort over the last four years to improve the
quality of American education and expand the opportunity
for all Americans to get the education they need to succeed.

Every step of the way, we have been opposed by Republi-
cans intent on cutting education. Now, they want to cut
education from Head Start through college scholarships.
They want to undermine our public schools and make
borrowing for college more difficult for millions of students.

Today’s Democratic Party will stand firmly against the
Republican assault on education. Cutting education as we
move into the 21Ist century would be like cutting defense
spending at the height of the Cold War. We must do more
to expand educational opportunity — not less.

Strengthening public schools. We increased Head
Start funding to expand early education for more children
who need it. We passed Goals 2000 to help schools set high
standards, and find the resources they need to succeed: the
best books, the brightest teachers, the most up-to-date
technology. We restructured federal education programs
and eliminated federal regulations to give local schools,
teachers, and principals the flexibility and help they need
to meet those standards. We’ve worked to make sure our
children have the best teachers by expanding teacher edu-
cation. We applaud the work of state and local Democrats
to develop innovative solutions to make sure our children
get the best possible education.

In the next four years, we must do even more to make
sure America has the best public schools on earth. If we
want to be the best, we should expect the best: We must
hold students, teachers, and schools to the highest stan-
dards. Every child should be able to read by the end of the
third grade. Students should be required to demonstrate
competency and achievement for promotion or graduation.
Teachers should be required to meet high standards for
professional performance and be rewarded for the good
jobs they do — and there should be a fair, timely, cost-
effective process to remove those who do not measure up.
And we should get rid of the barriers that discourage
talented young people from becoming teachers in the first
place. We should not bash teachers. We should applaud
them, and find ways to keep the best teachers in the
classroom. Schools should be held accountable for results.
We should redesign or overhaul schools that fail. We
should expand public school choice, but we should not take
American tax dollars from public schools and. give them to
private schools. We should promote public charter schools
that are held to the highest standards of accountability and
access. And we should continue to ensure that America
provides quality education to children with disabilities,
because high-quality public education is the key to oppor-
tunity for all children.

Teaching values in schools. Today’s Democratic
Party knows our children’s education is not complete un-
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less they learn good values. We applaud the efforts of the
Clinton-Gore Administration to promote character educa-
tion in our schools. Teaching good values, strong character,
and the responsibilities of citizenship must be an essential
part of American education.

Safe schools and healthy students. If young people
do not have the freedom to learn in safety, they do not have
the freedom to learn at all. Over the last four years, we
have worked hard to keep schools safe and drug-free, and
students healthy. When Senator Dole and Speaker Ging-
rich led Republican efforts to cut school safety funding,
President Clinton and Democrats in Congress wouldn't let
them get away with it. When Senator Dole and Speaker
Gingrich led Republican efforts to destroy the nation’s
school lunch program, President Clinton and Democrats in
Congress stopped them cold. Now, we must work together
at every level of government to launch a major rebuilding
effort to make sure our children go to school in high-quality
facilities where they can learn. We must help schools set
the highest standards for good behavior and discipline in
our schools. Children cannot learn — and teachers ca’r}got'
teach — without order in the classroom.

Technology in the classroom. We must bring the
21st century into every classroom in America. There is a
vast realm of knowledge waiting for our children to tap
into. Computers are powerful tools to teach students to
read better, write better, and understand math. President
Clinton and Vice President Gore understand that techno-
logical literacy is essential to success in the new economy.
The only way to achieve that for every student is to give
them all access to a computer, good software, trained
teachers, and the Internet — and President Clinton and
Vice President Gore have launched a partnership with
high-tech companies, schools, state, and local governments
to wire every classroom and library to the Information
Superhighway by the year 2000.

Preparing students for jobs. We passed School-to-
Work so young people can learn the skills they need to get
and keep high wage jobs. The Republican Congress is try-
ing to destroy it, and we pledge to stop them. We want to
keep working with the private sector, to encourage commu-
nity partnerships that build the bridge between a good
education and a good job.

Higher education for all Americans. Finally, we
must make sure that every American has the opportunity
to go to college. Higher education is the key to a successful
future in the 21st century. The typical worker with a col-
lege education earns 73 percent more than one without.
America has the best higher education in the world. We do
not need to change it — we need to make it available for all
Americans. Qur goal must be nothing less than to make the
13th and 14th years of education as universal as the first
12.

Over the last four years, the Democratic Party under
President Clinton has put an unprecedented college oppor-
tunity strategy in place: We reformed the student loan
program, to make college more affordable for 5.5 million
students — and we saved money for the taxpayers by
eliminating the middleman, cutting red tape, and cutting
the cost of student loan defaults in half. We have expanded
Pell Grant college scholarships for deserving students. And
the President’s national service program has already
helped 45,000 Americans earn money for college by helping
their communities.

Tax cuts for college. Over the next four years, we
want to go even further: We should expand work-study so
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one million students a year can work their way through
college by the year 2000. We should allow people to use
money from their IRA to help pay for college. We should

give a $1,000 honor scholarship for the top 5 percent of--

graduates in every high school. And we must make 14 years
of education the standard for every American. The Demo-
cratic Party wants to create a $10,000 tax deduction for
families to help pay for education after high school. And we
want to create a $1,500 tax cut for Americans, modeled
after Georgia’s successful HOPE scholarships, to guarantee
the first year of tuition at a typical community college, and
the second year if individuals earn it by maintaining a B
average. No tax cut will do more to raise American incomes
than a tax cut to pay for college.

Economic Security for American Families
In the 21st Century

In the old economy, most workers could count on one
job for life. They knew that hard work was rewarded with
raises and steady jobs; they were confident the company
would take care of them, their families, their health, and
their retirement. Success was tied to the success of their
employer: sacrifice when times were tough and a share in
the wealth when times were good. In the new economy, the
rules have changed. We need to find new ways to help
working families find economic security: better training to
help workers learn skills to get new and better jobs; the
security of good health care and safe pensions so they can
take care of themselves and their families. This is a chal-
lenge that American workers and managers are ready to
face, and the Democratic Party will continue to tackle.

Rewarding work. We honor work in America. Ameri-
cans work hard, and they have a right to expect that work
will pay. We want to continue reversing the trend of the
eighties, so all Americans benefit from continued economic
growth and rising wages. The President and Democrats in
Congress raised the minimum wage to $5.15 an hour, after
defeating fierce Republican opposition led by Senator Dole
and Speaker Gingrich. We believe the minimum wage
should be a wage you can live on. President Clinton and
Congressional Democrats fought for and won the largest
expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit in history, a
tax cut for 15 million working families, because no parent
who takes the responsibility to work full time should have
to raise children in poverty. We want to strengthen fam-
ilies, and we challenge the private sector to help their
workers earn enough to support a family.

Health care. The Democratic Party is committed to
ensuring that Americans have access to affordable, high-
quality health care. Because of President Clinton’s deter-
mined leadership and the tireless efforts of Democrats in
Congress, we passed the Kennedy-Kassebaum health re-
form bill to stop insurance companies from denying cover-
age to families where one member has a preexisting condi-
tion, and to make sure that people can take their health
insurance with them when they change jobs. No more
Americans should have to turn down a better job because
they would lose their health care if they took it. We have
expanded the Women, Infants, and Children program that
provides prenatal and early childhood nutrition, so that all
eligible women, infants, and children will have access to the
health and nutrition services they need. We established a
comprehensive effort to immunize children, after defeating
Republican opposition led by Senator Dole. Last vear, the
percentage of two-year-olds in America who were fully
immunized reached an historic high.
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The Clinton-Gore Administration has dramatically
shortened the approval process for new lifesaving drugs at
the Food and Drug Administration and will continue to
work to streamline the process further; we have paid spe-
cial attention to women’s health issues, including a 65
percent increase for breast-cancer research; and we have
made AIDS research, prevention, and treatment a top pri-
ority, increasing funding by almost 40 percent, including
more than doubling the Ryan White Care Act to help care
for people with AIDS. We are committed to finding a cure
for breast cancer; finding a cure for AIDS, combating HIV-
related discrimination, supporting HOPWA funding to
help with housing for people living with AIDS, and working
to ensure that all Americans living with AIDS have access
to new and potentially lifesaving drugs; serious biomedical
research; and doing more to help all Americans live longer,
healthier lives. We recognize the enormous contribution of
our teaching hospitals and medical schools — they lay the
foundation for the best medical care in the world, and we
will continue to promote policies that strengthen them.

The Democratic Party is proud that we held the lipe -

against the Republicans’ mean-spirited Medicare and Med-
icaid cuts that would risk the health care of millions of
Americans, from infants to seniors. Senator Dole voted
against Medicare when it was first created, boasts about it
today, and now Republican leaders want Medicare to
“wither on the vine.” The Dole-Gingrich Medicare plan
would put millions of our parents into a second class health
care system for the first time in their lives, and we will not
stand for it. The Dole-Gingrich Medicaid plan would end
the guarantee to meaningful health benefits for millions of
children, older Americans, and people with disabilities.
President Clinton forced Republicans to put aside their
attempt to block grant Medicaid, and insisted that welfare
reform protects women and children by maintaining the
Medicaid guarantee. The Democratic Party wants America
to preserve and strengthen Medicare and Medicaid, so we
honor our values and protect the health of our children,
parents, and grandparents, ensuring they can get the
health care they need, from doctors’ visits to long-term
care.

In 1993 — without a single Republican vote — Presi-
dent Clinton and Democrats in Congress extended the
Medicare Trust Fund into the 21st century. We have given
12 states more flexibility to run their Medicaid programs
more efficiently and expand coverage, while maintaining
the guarantee of meaningful benefits. When these plans are
implemented, two million more Americans will have health
insurance because of them. We have given Medicare bene-
ficiaries more health plan choices and increased benefits.
We have cracked down on health care waste, fraud, and
abuse, saving more than $15 billion in three years. Now we
must finish the job — we can balance the budget while we
preserve and strengthen Medicare and Medicaid, protect-
ing millions of middle class families from being over-
whelmed by health care costs for their parents, children, or
family members with disabilities.

In the next four years, we must take further steps to
ensure that Americans have access to quality, affordable
health care. We should start by making sure that people get
help paying premiums so they do not lose health care while
they’re looking for a new job. We support expanded cover-
age of home care, hospice, and community-based services,
so the elderly and people with disabilities of all ages can
live in their own communities and as independently as
possible. We are disappointed Congress walked away from
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bipartisan efforts to provide mental health parity; we be-
lieve health insurance coverage for mental health care is
vitally important and we support parity for mental health
care. -
Retirement. Over the last four years, President Clin-
ton took strong steps to protect the pensions of more than
40 million workers and retirees by fixing the federal pen-
sion insurance system and demanding that companies fund
their retirement plans fully. We established a nationwide
retirement protection program to protect workers’ 401(k)
retirement savings from fraud and abuse. We recognize the
unique concerns of women when it comes to preparing for
retirement and have worked to protect women’s pension
rights.

Over the next four years, we want to take further steps
to make sure that Americans who have worked hard for
their whole lives can enjoy retirement in the dignity and
security they have earned. We want to make sure people
can carry their pensions with them when they change jobs,
protect pensions even further, and expand the number of
workers with pension coverage. Democrats created Social
Security, we oppose efforts to dismantle it, and we will
fight to save it. We must ensure that it is on firm financial
footing well into the next century. We call on Republicans
to put politics aside and join us in a serious bipartisan
effort to make sure that Social Security will continue to
provide true security for future generations, as it has done
for millions of older Americans for decades.

Training. We must do more to make sure all Ameri-
cans have the skills they need to compete. We want a G.1.
Bill for Workers to transform the confusing tangle of fed-
eral training programs into a simple job-training skill grant
that will go directly to unemployed workers so they will be
able to get the training that is right for them. We want to
strengthen training opportunities for people with disabil-
ities, so they can learn the skills they need to live indepen-
dent, productive lives.

Standing up for working Americans. We nearly
doubled funding for the dislocated worker program and
launched special projects to help workers displaced by base
closures, natural disasters, and mass layoffs. We are re-
forming OSHA so it can do a better job to protect worker
safety with less red tape, and we continue to oppose Re-
publican efforts to gut it. We beat back efforts to under-
mine workers’ rights to form and join unions and to dis-
mantle the enforcement powers of the National Labor
Relations Board. We vigorously oppose Republican efforts
to pass Right-to-Work legislation, and we are proud the
President vetoed efforts to undermine collective bargaining
through the TEAM Act. We are working to eradicate
sweatshops in the U.S. apparel industry by stepping up
enforcement and public education. We oppose the hiring of
permanent workers to replace lawful economic strikers; we
support the President’s action to stop the government from
procuring goods and services from companies that do so:
and we support legislation to prohibit the permanent re-
placement of lawfully striking workers. We believe in equal
pay for equal work and pay equity.

Promoting economic growth and opportunity for
all Americans. We know that it is good for America when
small, minority, and women-owned businesses have the
opportunity to grow and prosper. These business-owners
create new jobs, expand opportunities, and serve as power-
ful role models for young people. Over the last four years,
the President has transformed the Small Business Admin-
istration to eliminate burdensome paperwork and deliver
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real assistance to entrepreneurs as they work to start or
expand their businesses. At the same time, since Bill Clin-
ton became President, we have more than doubled the
number of loans to small businesses, nearly tripled loans to
minority businesses, and quadrupled loans to women-
owned businesses. The President ordered all federal agen-
cies to comply with laws designed to ensure that small,
minority, and women-owned businesses can compete for
their fair share of procurement dollars. We are committed
to continued efforts to expand opportunity for small, mi-
nority, and women business owners.

Corporate citizenship. Employers have a responsibil-
ity to do their part as well. President Clinton and the
Democratic Party stand on the side of working families. We
believe that values like loyalty, fairness, and responsibility
are not inconsistent with the bottom line. We call on our
corporate leaders to invest in the long-term, by providing
workers with good wages and benefits, education and train-
ing, and opportunities for greater involvement in company
decision making and ownership. As workers increase their
productivity, employers should make sure they share in the
benefits of the good years, as well as the burdens of the bad
ones. Employers should respect the commitment of work-
ers to their families, and should work to provide good
pensions and health care. When CEOs put their workers
and long-term success ahead of short-term gain, their
workers will do better and so will they.

Responsibility

Today’s Democratic Party knows that the era of big
government is over. Big bureaucracies and Washington
solutions are not the real answers to today’s challenges. We
need a smaller government ... and we must have a larger
national spirit. Government’s job should be to give people
the tools they need to make the most of their own lives.
Americans must take the responsibility to use them, to
build good lives for themselves and their families. Personal
responsibility is the most powerful force we have to meet
our challenges and shape the future we want for ourselves,
for our children, and for America.

Fighting Crime .

Today’s Democratic Party believes the first responsibil-
ity of government is law and order. Four years ago, crime in
America seemed intractable. The violent crime rate and the
murder rate had climbed for seven straight years. Drugs
seemed to flow freely across our borders and into our
neighborhoods. Convicted felons could walk into any gun
shop in the country and buy a handgun. Military-style
assault weapons were sold freely. Our people didn’t feel
safe in their homes, walking their streets, or even sending
their children to school. Under the thumb of special inter-
ests like the gun lobby, Republicans talked tough about
crime but did nothing to fight it.

Bill Clinton promised to turn things around, and that is
exactly what he did. After a long hard fight, President
Clinton beat back fierce Republican opposition, led by
Senator Dole and Speaker Gingrich, to answer the call of
America’s police officers and pass the toughest Crime Bill in
history. The Democratic Party under President Clinton is
putting more police on the streets and tougher penalties on
the books; we are taking guns off the streets and working to
steer young people away from crime and gangs and drugs in
the first place. And it is making a difference. In city after city
and town after town, crime rates are finally coming down.
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Community policing. Nothing is more effective in the
fight against crime than police officers on the beat, engaged
in community policing. The Crime Bill is putting 100,000
new police officers on the street. We deplore cynical Rex

publican attempts to undermine our promise to America to- _

put 100,000 new police officers on the street. We pledge to
stand up for our communities and stand with our police
officers by opposing any attempt to repeal or weaken this
effort. But we know that community policing only works
when the community works with the police. We echo the
President’s challenge to Americans: If 50 citizens joined
each of America’s 20,000 neighborhood watch groups, we
would have a citizen force of one million strong to give our
police forces the backup they need.

Protecting our children, our neighborhoods, and
our police from criminals with guns. Bob Dole, Newt
Gingrich, and George Bush were able to hold the Brady Bill
hostage for the gun lobby until Bill Clinton became Presi-
dent. With his leadership, we made the Brady Bill the law
of the land. And because we did, more than 60,000 felons,
fugitives, and stalkers have been stopped from buying
guns. President Clinton led the fight to ban 19 deadly
assault weapons, designed for one purpose only — to kill
human beings. We oppose efforts Lo restrict weapons used
for legitimate sporting purposes, and we are proud that not
one hunter or sportsman was forced to change guns because
of the assault weapons ban. But we know that the military-
style guns we banned have no place on America’s streets,
and we are proud of the courageous Democrats who defied
the gun lobby and sacrificed their seats in Congress to
make America safer.

Today’s Democratic Party stands with America’s police
officers. We are proud to tell them that as long as Bill
Clinton and Al Gore are in the White House, any attempt
to repeal the Brady Bill or assault weapons ban will be met
with a veto. We must do everything we can to stand behind
our police officers, and the first thing we should do is pass a
ban on cop-killer bullets. Any bullet that can rip through a
bulletproof vest should be against the law; that is the least
we can do to protect the brave police officers who risk their
lives to protect us.

Tough punishment. We believe that people who break
the law should be punished, and people who commit vio-
lent crimes should be punished severely. President Clinton
made three-strikes-you’re-out the law of the land, to ensure
that the most dangerous criminals go to jail for life, with no
chance of parole. We established the death penalty for
nearly 60 violent crimes, including murder of a law enforce-
ment officer, and we signed a law to limit appeals. The
Democratic Party is a party of inclusion, and we respect
the conscience of all Americans on this issue.

We provided almost $8 billion in new funding to help
states build new prison cells so violent offenders serve their
full sentences. We call on the states to meet the President’s
challenge and guarantee that serious violent criminals
serve at least 85 percent of their sentence. The American
people deserve a criminal justice system in which criminals
are caught, the guilty are convicted, and the convicted
serve their time.

Fighting youth violence and preventing youth
crime. Nothing we do to fight crime is more important
than fighting the crime and violence that threatens our
children. We have to protect them from criminals who prey
on them — and we have to teach them good values and give
them something to say yes 0, so they stay away from crime
and trouble in the first place.
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The Democratic Party understands what the police
have been saying for years: The best way to fight crime is to
prevent it. That is why we fought for drug-education and
gang-prevention programs in our schools. We support well
thought out, well organized, highly supervised youth pro-
grams to provide young people with a safe and healthy
alternative to hanging out on the streets. We made it a
federal crime for any person under the age of 18 to carry a
handgun except when supervised by an adult. Democrats
fought to pass, and President Clinton ordered states to
impose, zero tolerance for guns in school, requiring schools
to expel for one year any student who brings a gun to
school.

At the same time, when young people cross the line,
they must be punished. When young people commit serious
violent times, they should be prosecuted like adults. We
established boot camps for young non-violent offenders. If
Senator Dole and the Republicans are serious about fight-
ing juvenile crime, they should listen to America’s police
officers and support the steps Democrats have taken, be-
cause they are making a difference, and then they should
join us as we work to do more.

We want parents to bring order to their children’s lives
and teach them right from wrong, and we want to make it
easier for them to take that responsibility. We support
schools that adopt school uniform policies, to promote
discipline and respect. We support community-based cur-
fews to keep kids off the street after a certain time, so
they’re safe from harm and away from trouble. We urge
schools and communities to enforce truancy laws: Young
people belong in school, not on the street.

We also know that we must do everything we can to
help families protect their children, especially from danger-
ous criminals who have made a dark habit of preying on
young people. Study after study shows that sex offenders
are likely to repeat their crimes again and again. Under
President Clinton, we have taken strong steps to help keep
children safe. We required every state in the country to
compile a registry of sex offenders. The President signed
Megan’s Law to require that states tell a community when-
ever a dangerous sexual predator enters its midst. We
support the President’s directive to the Attorney General,
calling on her to work with the states and Congress to
develop a national sex offender registry. This will ensure
that police officers in every state can get the information
they need from any state to track sex offenders down and
bring them to justice when they commit new crimes.

Battling illegal drugs. We must keep drugs off our
streets and out of our schools. President Clinton and the
Democratic Party have waged an aggressive war on drugs.
The Crime Bill established the death penalty for drug
kingpins. The President signed a directive requiring drug
testing of anyone arrested for a federal crime, and he
challenged states to do the same for state offenders. We
established innovative drug courts which force drug users
to get treatment or go to jail. We stood firm against Repub-
lican efforts to gut the Safe and Drug Free Schools effort
that supports successful drug-education programs like
D.A.R.E. The Clinton Administration went to the Supreme
Court to support the right of schools to test athletes for
drugs. The President launched Operation Safe Home to
protect the law-abiding residents of public housing from
violent criminals and drug dealers who use their homes as a
base for illegal activities. We support the President’s deci-
sion to tell those who commit crimes and peddle drugs in
public housing: You will get no second chance to threaten
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your neighbors; it is one strike and you're out. We are
making progress. Overall drug use in America is dropping;
the number of Americans who use cocaine has dropped 30
percent since 1992. Unfortunately casual drug use by young -
people continues to climb. We must redouble our efforts
against drug abuse everywhere, especially among our chil- .

-dren.

Earlier this year, the President appointed General
Barry McCaffrey to lead the nation’s war on drugs. General
McCaffrey is implementing an aggressive four part strategy
to reach young children and prevent drug use in the first
place; to catch and punish drug users and dealers; to pro-
vide treatment to those who need help; and to cut drugs off
at the source before they cross the border and pollute our
neighborhoods. But every adult in America must take
responsibility to set a good example, and to teach children
that drugs are wrong, they are illegal and they are deadly.

Ending domestic violence. When it strikes, nothing
is a more dangerous threat to the safety of our families
than domestic violence, because it is a threat from within.
Unfortunately, violence against women is no stranger to
America, but a dangerous intruder we must work tegether
to drive from our homes. We know that domestic violence
is not a “family problem” or a “women’s problem.” It is
America’s problem, and we must all fight it. The Violence
Against Women Act in the 1994 Crime Bill helps police
officers, prosecutors, and judges to understand domestic
violence, recognize it when they see it, and know how to
deal with it. In February, the President launched a 24 hour,
seven-day, toll-free hotline so women in trouble can find
out how to get emergency help, find shelter, and report -
abuse to the authorities. The number is 1-800-799-SAFE.
Everyone who knows it should pass it on to.anyone who
might need it. Every American must take the responsibility
to stop this terrible scourge. As we fight it, we must remem-
ber that the victims are not to blame. This is a crime to be
punished, not a secret to be concealed.

We must do everything we can to make sure that the
victims of violent crime are treated with the respect and
the dignity they deserve. We support the President’s call
for a constitutional amendment to protect the rights of
victims. We believe that when a plea bargain is entered in
public, a criminal is sentenced, or a defendant is let out on
bail, the victims ought to know about it, and have a say. A
constitutional amendment is the only way to protect those
rights in every courtroom in America.

Immigration

Democrats remember that we are a nation of immi-
grants. We recognize the extraordinary contribution of im-
migrants to America throughout our history. We welcome
legal immigrants to America. We support a legal immigra-
tion policy that is pro-family, pro-work, pro-responsibility,
and pro-citizenship, and we deplore those who blame immi-
grants for economic and social problems.

We know that citizenship is the cornerstone of full
participation in American life. We are proud that the Presi-
dent launched Citizenship USA to help eligible immigrants
become United States citizens. The Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service is streamlining procedures, cutting red
tape, and using new technology to make it easier for legal
immigrants to accept the responsibilities of citizenship and
truly call America their home.

Today’s Democratic Party also believes we must remain
a nation of laws. We cannot tolerate illegal immigration
and we must stop it. For years before Bill Clinton became
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President, Washington talked tough but failed to act. In
1992, our borders might as well not have existed. The
border was under-patrolled, and what patrols there were,
were under-equipped. Drugs flowed freely. Illegal immigra-
tion was rampant. Criminal immigrants, deported after
committing crimes in America, returned the very next day
to commit crimes again.

President Clinton is making our border a place where
the law is respected and drugs and illegal immigrants are
turned away. We have increased the Border Patrol by over
40 percent; in El Paso, our Border Patrol agents are so
close together they can see each other. Last year alone, the
Clinton Administration removed thousands of illegal work-
ers from jobs across the country. Just since January of
1995, we have arrested more than 1,700 criminal aliens and
prosecuted them on federal felony charges because they
returned to America after having been deported.

However, as we work to stop illegal immigration, we call
on all Americans to avoid the temptation to use this issue
to divide people from each other. We deplore those who use
the need to stop illegal immigration as a pretext for
discrimination. And we applaud the wisdom of Republi-
cans like Mayor Giuliani and Senator Domenici who op-
pose the mean-spirited and shortsighted effort of Republi-
cans in Congress to bar the children of illegal immigrants
from schools — it is wrong, and forcing children onto the
streets is an invitation for them to join gangs and turn to
crime. Democrats want to protect American jobs by in-
creasing criminal and civil sanctions against employers who
hire illegal workers, but Republicans continue to favor
inflammatory rhetoric over real action. We will continue to
enforce labor standards to protect workers in vulnerable
industries. We continue to firmly oppose welfare benefits
for illegal immigrants. We believe family members who
sponsor immigrants into this country should take financial
responsibility for them, and be held legally responsible for
supporting them.

Welfare Reform

Today’s Democratic Party knows there is no greater gap
between mainstream American values and modern Ameri-
can government than our failed welfare system. When Bill
Clinton became President, the welfare system undermined
the very values — work, family, and personal responsibility
— that it should promote. The welfare system should re-
flect those values: we want to help people who want to help
themselves and their children. ’

Over the past four years, President Clinton has dra-
matically transformed the welfare system. He has freed 41
states from federal rules and regulations so they can reform
their welfare systems. The Clinton Administration has
granted 69 waivers — more than twice as many waivers as
granted in the Reagan-Bush vears. For 75 percent of all
Americans on welfare, the rules have changed for good
already, and welfare is becoming what it should be: a
second chance, not a way of life. Welfare rolls are finally
coming down — there are 1.3 million fewer people on
welfare today than there were when President Clinton took
office in January 1993.

Now, because of the President’s leadership and with the
support of a majority of the Democrats in Congress, na-
tional welfare reform is going to make work and respon-
sibility the law of the land. Thanks 10 President Clinton
and the Democrats, the new welfare bill includes the health
care and child care people need so they can go to work
confident their children will be cared for. Thanks to Presi-
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dent Clinton and the Democrats, the new welfare bill im-
poses time limits and real work requirements — so anyone
who can work, does work, and so that no one who can work

can stay on welfare forever. Thanks to President Clinton__

and the Democrats, the new welfare bill cracks down on
deadbeat parents and requires minor mothers to live at
home with their parents or with another responsible adult.

We are proud the President forced Congressional Re-
publicans to abandon their wrong-headed and mean-spir-
ited efforts to punish the poor. Republicans wanted to
eliminate the guarantee of health care for the poor, the
elderly, and the disabled. They were wrong, and we
stopped them. Republicans wanted to destroy the food
stamp and school lunch programs that provide basic nutri-
tion to millions of working families and poor children. They
were wrong, and we stopped them. Republicans wanted to
gut child abuse prevention and foster care. They were
wrong, and we stopped them. Republicans wanted to cut
off young, unwed mothers — because they actually thought
their children would be better off living in an orphanage.
They were dead wrong, and we stopped them. The bill
Republicans in Congress passed last year was values-back-
ward — it was soft on work and tough on children, and we
applaud the President for stopping it.

We know the new bill passed by Congress is far from
perfect — parts of it should be fixed because they go too far
and have nothing to do with welfare reform. First, Republi-
cans cut too far into nutritional assistance for working
families with children; we are committed to correcting that.
Second, Republicans insisted on using welfare reform as a
vehicle to cut off help to legal immigrants. That was wrong.
Legal immigrants work hard, pay their taxes, and serve
America. It is wrong to single them out for punishment just
because they are immigrants. We pledge to make sure that
legal immigrant families with children who fall on hard
times through no fault of their own can get help when they
need it. And we are committed to continuing the Presi-
dent’s efforts to make it easier for legal immigrants who are
prepared to accept the responsibilities of citizenship to do
$0.

But the new welfare plan gives America an historic
chance: to break the cycle of dependency for millions of
Americans, and give them a real chance for an independent
future. It reflects the principles the President has insisted
upon since he started the process that led to welfare re-
form. Our job now is to make sure this welfare reform plan
succeeds, transforming a broken system that holds people
down into a working system that lifts people up and gives
them a real chance to build a better life.

States asked for this responsibility — now we have to
make sure they shoulder it. We must make sure as many
people as possible move from welfare to work. We must
make sure that children are protected. In addition to
health care and nutritional assistance, states should pro-
vide in-kind vouchers to children whose parents have
reached the time limit. We challenge states to exempt
battered women from time limits and other restrictions.
We challenge the business community to provide more of
the private sector jobs people on welfare need to build good
lives and strong families. We know that passing legislation
is not enough; we must make sure people get the skills they
need to get jobs, and that there are jobs for them to go to so
they leave welfare and stay off. We want to make sure
welfare reform will put more people to work and move
them into the economic mainstream, not take jobs away
from working families.
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We call on all Americans to make the most of this
opportunity — never to use welfare reform as an excuse to
demonize or demean people, but rather as a chance to bring
all our people fully into the economic mainstream, to have
a chance to share in the prosperity and the promise of
American life.

Child support. Nobody has the right to walk away
from the responsibility to care for his or her children. If you
owe child support, paying it fully and promptly is just the
first step in living up to your responsibility as a parent. The
Clinton Administration has made a determined effort to
crack down on deadbeat parents, collecting a record $11
billion in 1995 through tough enforcement — almost a 40
percent increase over 1992. President Clinton issued an
Executive Order to track down federal workers who fail to
pay child support, and force them to pay. The Clinton
Administration is working to put wanted lists of parents
who owe child support in the post office and on the
Internet. President Clinton and Democrats in Congress
insisted that the toughest possible child support enforce-
ment be part of the new welfare reform plan — including
the President’s plan to deny drivers licenses and profes-
sional licenses to people who do not pay their child sup-
port. We are telling deadbeats: If you neglect your respon-
sibility to your children, we will suspend your license,
garnish your wages, track you down, and make you pay.

Teen pregnancy. For the first time in years, the teen
pregnancy rate has leveled off and begun to drop. But we
all know it is still far too high. Government alone cannot
solve this problem. That is why President Clinton chal-
lenged community, business, and religious leaders together
to form a national campaign to keep the teen pregnancy
rate going down. And he expanded support for community-
based prevention programs that teach abstinence and de-
mand responsibility. We must send the strongest possible
signal 1o young people that it is wrong to get pregnant or
father a child until they are married and ready to support
that child and raise that child.

We also know that half of all underage mothers were
made pregnant by a man in his twenties, or even older.
Statutory rape is a crime, but unfortunately the laws that
protect young women from it are almost never enforced.
We echo the President’s call to America’s prosecutors: En-
force the statutory rape laws vigorously against men who
prey on underage women.

Choice

The Democratic Party stands behind the right of every
woman to choose, consistent with Roe v. Wade, and regard-
less of ability to pay. President Clinton took executive
action to make sure that the right to make such decisions is
protected for all Americans. Over the last four years, we
have taken action to end the gag rule and ensure safety at
family planning and women'’s health clinics. We believe it is
a fundamental constitutional liberty that individual Ameri-
cans — not government — can best take responsibility for
making the most difficult and intensely personal decisions
regarding reproduction.

The Democratic Party is a party of inclusion. We re-
spect the individual conscience of each American on this
difficult issue, and we welcome all our members to partici-
pate at every level of our party.

Our goal is to make abortion less necessary and more
rare. not more difficult and more dangerous. We support
contraceptive research. familv planning. comprehensive
family life education, and policies that support healihy
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childbearing. For four years in a row, we have increased
support for family planning. The abortion rate is dropping.
Now we must continue to support efforts to reduce unin-
tended pregnancies, and we call on all Americans to take -
personal responsibility to meet this important goal.

Reinventing Government

The. American people have a right to demand that
responsibility is the order of the day in Washington. The
mission of today’s Democratic Party is to expand opportu-
nity, not bureaucracy. We have worked hard over the last
four years to rein in big government, slash burdensome
regulations, eliminate wasteful programs, and shift prob-
lem-solving out of Washington and back to people and
communities who understand their situations best.

In the last four years, President Clinton, working with
the National Performance Review chaired by Vice Presi-
dent Gore, has cut the federal government by almost
240,000 positions, making the smallest federal government
in 30 years. We did it the right way, treating workers with
respect. The federal government is eliminating 16,000
pages of outdated -and unnecessary regulations, has abol-
ished 179 programs and projects, and saved taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars. The President fought for and signed un-
funded mandates legislation. This stops Congress from
requiring state and local governments to implement expen-
sive policies without providing any means to pav for them,
and encourages better partnerships and more balance of
resources and responsibilities. Beginning with Ulysses S.
Grant, Presidents have tried to get the line-item veto and
failed; President Clinton signed landmark legislation that
will give him and his successors this powerful tool to cut
pork-barrel spending from bills passed by Congress.

For years, Republicans talked about making govern-
ment smaller while letting it grow -— Democrats are doing
it. For years, Republicans talked about cutting the deficit
while letting it climb — Democrats are doing it. For years,
Republicans talked about shifting power back to states and
communities — Democrats are doing it. For years, Repub-
licans talked about making government more businesslike
and efficient — Democrats are doing it. Democrats are
bringing responsibility back to Washington. In the last two
years, Republicans under Senator Dole and Speaker Ging-
rich shut the federal government down in an irresponsible
attempt at partisan blackmail. Democrats under President
Clinton said, and America agreed: Partisan threats are no
way to run a government. Nobody should ever shut down
the government again. The Republican shutdown cost the
taxpayers $1.4 billion. Democrats believe government
should work better and cost less — not work less and cost
more.

The Republican shutdown was an affront to the hard-
working public servants in our cities, towns, states, and
nation who devote their lives to improving life in our coun-
try. Thanks to them our streets are safer, our water is
cleaner, and our nation is secure. We condemn Republican
tactics to sow cynicism and mistrust by scapegoating those
government workers. Front-line federal workers committed
to providing quality services have joined the President’s
efforts to make government work better for the American
people. With their help, we are saving monev for the tax-
payers and improving services for our people. Those work-
ers who are doing more with less deserve our respect and
admiration. :

In the last four years, we have transformed the Federal
Emergency Management Agency from an outdated bureau-
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cracy into a swift and effective agent of relief for victims of
earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, or other disasters. Ameri-
cans with life-threatening diseases like cancer and AIDS
gain access to new drugs faster, because the Food and Drug
Administration has streamlined its approval process, be-
come more flexible in certifications, and eliminated unnec-
essary paperwork. The Small Business Administration has
eliminated half of its regulations, cut loan applications as
long as 100 pages down to one, and doubled its loan volume
— all helping Americans to produce record numbers of
small businesses in each of the last three years. American
homebuyers are saving an average of $1,000 in closing costs
because the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment has eliminated paperwork and other unnecessary
burdens.

Over the next four years, the Democratic Party will
continue to make responsibility the rule in Washington:
cutting bureaucracy further, improving customer service,
demanding better performance, holding people and agen-
cies accountable for producing the best results, ensuring all
Americans have access to high quality public services,
whether they.reside in inner cities, suburbs, or rural com-
munities, and forging new partnerships with the private
sector including small, minority, and women-owned busi-
nesses, and with state and local governments to enhance
opportunities for all Americans from technology to trans-
portation to travel and tourism.

Political Reform

Today’s Democratic Party knows we have a responsibil-
ity to make our democracy work better for America, by
limiting the influence of special interests and expanding
the influence of the American people. Special interests
have too much power in the halls of government. They
often operate in secret and have special privileges ordinary
Americans do not even know exist. Elections have become
so expensive that big money can sometimes drown out the
voices of ordinary voters — who should always speak the
loudest.

Shortly after Bill Clinton took office, he implemented
the toughest ethics code on executive officials in history:
Senior appointees are barred from lobbying their own
agencies for five years after they leave, and they can never
lobby for foreign governments. After years of Republican
delay, Democrats passed and the President signed the Mo-
tor Voter Bill to make it easier for people to participate in
our democracy and exercise their civic responsibility in the
voting booth. The President led the fight to repeal the tax
loophole that let lobbyists deduct the cost of their activi-
ties, and prevailed. In 1995, after a Republican filibuster,
Congress finally answered the President’s call to stop tak-
ing gifts, meals, and trips from lobbyists; to bring lobbyists
out from dark rooms and into the bright light of public
scrutiny by requiring full disclosure; and to apply to itself
the laws that apply to the rest of the country.

But we must take further strong action. The President
and the Democratic Party support the bipartisan McCain-
Feingold campaign finance reform bill. It will limit cam-
paign spending, curb the influence of PACs and lobbyists,
and end the soft money system. Perhaps most important of
all, this bill provides free TV time for candidates, so they
can talk directly to citizens about real issues and real ideas.
Unfortunately, Republicans in Congress will not even let
this bill come up for a vote. We call on them to stop
stonewalling. It is time to take the reins of democracy away
from big money and put them back in the hands of the
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American people, where they belong. We applaud efforts
by broadcasters and private citizens alike, to increase can-
didates’ direct access to voters through free TV.

Finally, we believe all Americans have a right to fair_,
political representation — including the citizens of the’
District of Columbia which deserves statehood. We recog-
nize the existing status of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico and the strong economic relationship between the
people of Puerto Rico and the United States. We pledge to
support the right of the people of the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico to choose freely, and in concert with the U.S.
Congress their relationship with the United States, either
as an enhanced commonwealth, a state or an independent
nation. We pledge just and fair treatment under federal
policies to the peoples of American Samoa, Guam, the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the Virgin Islands; we re-
spect their right to be consulted on policies that affect
them directly, and to choose freely their future political
sums; and we will continue to work with Guam to reach
agreement on establishing a Commonwealth of Guam.

Security, Freedom and Peace

The firm, sustained use of American might and diplo-
macy helped win the greatest victory for freedom in this
half of the century — the end of the Cold War. But to meet
the challenges of this new era of promise and peril, America
needed leadership that was able to see the contours of the
new world — and willing to act with steadiness, strength,
and flexibility in the face of change to make the most of it.

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have seized
the opportunities of the post Cold War era. Over the past
four years, their leadership has made America safer, more
prosperous, and more engaged in solving the challenges of a
new era.

Four years ago, thousands of Russian nuclear weapons
were aimed at American cities. Today, not a single Russian
missile points at our children, and through the START
treaties we will cut American and Russian nuclear arsenals
by two-thirds from their Cold War height.

Four years ago, the forces of reform in the former Soviet
Union were embattled. Today, U.S. initiatives are helping
democracy and free markets take root throughout the re-
gion, Russian troops are out of the Baltic’s, and democracy
has triumphed in Russia’s elections.

Four years ago, the Middle East process had not moved
beyond a set of principles, and there were no signs of peace
in Northern Ireland. Today, in the Middle East we have
seen real agreements toward peace, and handshakes of
history, and the people of Northern Ireland have seen a 17
month cease-fire and historic negotiations among the par-
ties.

Four years ago, the North Koreans were operating a
dangerous nuclear program. Today, that program is frozen,
under international inspection, and slated to be disman-
tled.

Four years ago, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
— the bulwark of Western security during the Cold War —
was losing direction and support. Today, NATO is keeping
the peace in Bosnia with its Partnership for Peace allies
and, as a result of American leadership, preparing to wel-
come new members from Central Europe.

Four years ago, America stood aloof as war and genocide
spread through the former Yugoslavia. Today, thanks to
NATO airstrikes, American diplomacy and the deployment
of troops from the U.S. and other nations, the war has
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stopped and Bosnia has its first real chance for a lasting
peace.

Four years ago, dictators ruled in Haiti, abusing human
rights and leaving thousands of its citizens desperate to flee
to our shores. Today, the dictators are gone, democracy has
been restored, and Haiti’s mass-exodus has stopped.

Four years ago, South Africa was struggling under po-
litical violence associated with apartheid. Now, following
the 1994 elections — which the United States strongly
supported — there is a national unity government and
South Africa is free and democratic.

Four years ago, there was good reason to worry that the
world was dividing into separate, isolated, regional trading
blocks. Today, thanks to Clinton Administration efforts to
find new markets for American products and strengthen
our existing ties, America’s relations with our trading par-
ties around the world are stronger than ever. We applaud
efforts like the Summit of the Americas, the Asian Pacific
Economic Cooperation meetings, and, especially, the ex-
traordinary leadership of Commerce Secretary Ron Brown
on behalf of American industry and workers everywhére.
Ran Brown will always be remembered with great pride
and the deepest gratitude by the Democratic Party and by
all Americans.

The Clinton-Gore Administration’s record of leadership
has deterred America’s adversaries and earned respect
from our allies and partners. The Dole-Gingrich Congress
and the Republican Party have a different approach to
America’s security. Too often they would force America to
go it alone — or not at all. Their shortsighted approach has
cut resources for diplomacy that could strengthen our secu-
rity, and reflects an inadequate understanding of the
threats and opportunities of this new era.

Today’s Democratic Party is unwilling to surrender to
the voices of retreat and indifference. We believe the only
way to ensure America’s security and prosperity over the
long run is to continue exerting American leadership across
a range of military, diplomatic, and humanitarian, chal-
lenges around the world. Led by President Clinton and
Vice President Gore, today’s Democratic Party has set a far
reaching agenda to strengthen our security, and promote
peace and freedom.

Strengthening Our Security

The highest imperative for our security is the protection
of our people, our territory, and our key interests abroad.
While both parties share a commitment to strong security,
there is a real difference. The Republican desire to spend
more money on defense than the Pentagon requests cannot
obscure their inability to recognize the challenges of a new
era and build the balanced defenses we need to meet them.

Today’s Democratic Party is committed to strengthen-
ing our military and adapting it to new challenges; reducing
the threat of weapons of mass destruction; and meeting
new challenges to our security such as terrorism, interna-
tional crime, and drug trafficking.

Strengthening our military. Over the past four
years, the Administration has undertaken the most suc-
cessful restructuring of our military forces in history. Even
as the size of our forces has decreased, their capabilities,
readiness and qualitative edge have increased. The Admin-
istration has ensured that America is prepared to fight
alongside others when we can, and alone when we must. We
have defeated attempts to cut our defense budget irrespon-
sibly. Three times in three years, President Clinton has
increased our defense spending plans — a total of almost
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$50 billion — for readiness, force modernization, and qual-
ity of life improvements. We will continue our work to
ensure that the men and women who wear American unj--
forms receive adequate pay and support, including:
childcare, education, housing, access to quality health care
for themselves and their families, and protection against
discrimination and sexual harassment. The Administration
defense plan reverses the downward trend in procurement
with a 40% real increase for weapons modernization by
2001. At the same time, as part of its reinventing govern-
ment program, the Administration has fundamentally re-
formed government procurement rules in order to get the
most for our money. We should also work to increase our
efforts to convert unnecessary or obsolete military facilities
to serve important economic needs of local communities.

Repeatedly during the past four years — from the Per-
sian Gulf to Bosnia — our men and women in uniform have
proven they are the best trained, best equipped, best pre-
pared fighting force in the world. The Democratic Party is
committed to build on this record by fully funding the
Pentagon’s 5-year defense plan; undertaking a second fun-
damental review of our defense structure; finding new ways
for our service branches to work jointly to increase our war
fighting capabilities; and ensuring that our troops can dom-
inate the battlefield of the future.

We honor America’s veterans; they put their lives on
the line to protect our way of life and promote our values
around the world. Today’s Democratic Party will stand by
America’s duty to our veterans. President Clinton and Vice
President Gore have fought hard to protect veterans’ bene-
fits; to expand disability benefits for Vietnam veterans
exposed to Agent Orange; aggressively responding to veter-
ans of the Persian Gulf War suffering from undiagnosed
ilinesses; promoting veterans employment; and improving
and strengthening the medical system of the Veterans’
Administration.

Reducing the threat of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Strengthening our security also requires an aggressive
efforl against weapons of mass destruction — nuclear,
chemical, and biological — and their means of delivery.
From the nuclear weapons programs in Iraq and North
Korea to the Sarin gas attack in the Tokyo subway, our
nation has seen that this threat is clear and present. To
meet it, we must seize the opportunities presented by the
end of the Cold War to cut weapons of mass destruction
stockpiles while working to prevent lethal weapons and
materials from falling into the wrong hands.

President Clinton and Vice President Gore have pur-
sued the most far reaching arms control and non-prolifera-
tion agenda in history. They negotiated an agreement to
end the targeting of Russian nuclear missiles on American
cities and citizens. They secured ratification of START I1
which, along with START 1, will reduce Russian and Amer-
ican arsenals by two-thirds. They prevented the breakup of
the Soviet Union from yielding three new nuclear weapons
states, by convincing Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan to
give up the nuclear weapons left on their territories when
the Soviet Union collapsed. They secured the indefinite
and unconditional extension of the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty. They acted to freeze North Korea’s nuclear
program. ;

The Democratic Party supports efforts to sign a Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty this year and to bring it into
force as soon as possible. We support immediate ratifica-
tion of the Chemical Weapons Convention — delayed too
long by the Dole Senate. We support full funding of the
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Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction program to
eliminate former Soviet nuclear and chemical weapons and
support funds to ensure that nuclear materials in the for-
mer Soviet Union are secure and do not fall into the wrong
hands. We support vigilant efforts, in cooperation with the
Republic of Korea, Japan, and others, to ensure North
Korea fully abides by its agreements to dismantle its nu-
clear program, and we support the Administration’s vigor-
ous efforts to prevent Iraq, Iran, and other dangerous
states from acquiring or developing weapons of mass de-
struction.

The Democratic Party is committed to a strong and -

balanced National Missile Defense (NMD) program. The
Administration is spending $3 billion a year on six different
systems to protect our troops in the field and our allies
from short and medium range missiles. To prepare for the

‘possibility of a long range missile attack on American soil

by a rogue state the Clinton Administration is committed
to developing by the year 2000 a defensive system that
could be deployed by 2003, well before the threat becomes
real. The Democratic Party opposes the Republican. NMD
plan — spending up to $60 billion on a revival of the Star
Wars program that would force us to choose a costly system
today that could be obsolete tomorrow. The Republican
plan would waste money, weaken America’s defenses and
violate existing arms control agreements that make us more
secure. It is the wrong way to defend America.

Meeting new challenges. Today’s Democratic Party
knows that stronger security requires vigorous efforts to
address the new dangers of this era. Chief among these are
the interwoven threats of terrorism, drug trafficking, and
international crime. We have seen the terrible toll they
have exacted — the murder of American soldiers in their
barracks in Saudi Arabia and of innocent civilians on buses
in Israel; corruption and crime from the former Soviet
Union to Latin America. We know these vicious criminals
may come from within or without and pay no heed to
borders; we have seen firsthand the awful, evil work of the
forces of terror at the World Trade Center and in Okla-
homa City. And we know all too well the havoc drugs wreak
when they cross our borders and flow through our neigh-
borhoods.

The Clinton-Gore Administration has mounted the
most aggressive effort in American history to combat ter-
rorism, drug trafficking, and international crime. Its three
front war on terrorism — abroad, through greater coopera-
tion with our allies; at home, by giving law enforcement the
most powerful tools available to fight terrorism; and in our
airports and on airplanes, through tough air travel security
measures — is producing results. We captured and con-
victed the perpetrators of the World Trade Center bomb-
ing. We enacted a strong new anti-terrorism law, in spite of
foot dragging by the Republican Congress; now, President
Clinton and Democrats are fighting to take further steps to
protect American citizens. We convened an historic summit
of Mideast leaders at Sharm el-Sheik to coordinate anti-
terrorism efforts, and made anti-terrorism a centerpiece of
the 1996 G-7 summit. We imposed or maintained strong
sanctions against states that sponsor terrorism, including
Iran, Iraq, Libya, and Sudan, and made clear to Syria that
normal relations depend on concrete steps to end its sup-
port for groups involved with terrorism. We opposed irre-
sponsible cuts to U.S. intelligence programs and supported
efforts to reorganize and strengthen the full range of intel-
ligence agencies and programs. We opened FBI centers to
provide anti-crime and anti-terrorism training. We made
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Colombia ineligible for most American assistance after that
country’s leadership failed to cooperate with American
anti-narcotics efforts.

Today’s Democratic Party is determined to keep_the
war on global terrorism, narcotics, and crime at the center
of our security agenda. We will seek increased cooperation
from our allies and friends abroad in fighting these threats.
We will continue to work aggressively to shut off foreign
drug flows, eradicate foreign drug crops, and assist coun-
tries that demonstrate active cooperation.

Promoting Peace and Democracy

Today’s Democratic Party knows that peace and de-
mocracy are products of decisive strength and active diplo-
macy. That diplomacy must protect our interests while also
projecting our values. The Republican Party too often has
neglected diplomatic opportunities, slashed the budgets
necessary for diplomatic successes, and overlooked the im-
portance to our own security of democracy and human
rights abroad. At its core, the Republican Party is locked in
a Cold War mentality, and lacks a coherent strategy to
nurture and strengthen the global progress toward peace
and democracy.

The Democratic Party believes a key to strengthening
peace is stable and peaceful relations among the world’s
major powers. That has been the driving force behind
much of the Clinton-Gore Administration’s work, from its
peace initiative in Bosnia to new security agreements with
Japan. We are committed to promoting democracy in re-
gions and countries important to America’s security, and to
standing with all those willing to take risks for peace, from
the Middle East to Northern Ireland, where President
Clinton was the first U.S. president to engage directly in
the search for peace, including making an historic visit to
Northern Ireland. And we are committed to doing it with
all the tools we have: with diplomacy where possible, with
force where necessary, and working with others where ap-
propriate — our allies, willing partners, the U.N. and other
security organizations — to share the risks and costs of our
leadership.

Europe and the former Soviet Union. Today’s
Democratic Party knows that the security of Europe re-
mains a vital American interest, and that we must remain
engaged in Europe, a region in which we have fought the
two world wars and the Cold War this century. It is our
vision to see, one day, a community of free, democratic, and
peaceful nations, bound by political, security, cultural, and
economic ties, spanning across North America and Europe.
We applaud the Clinton-Gore Administration’s efforts to
foster a peaceful, democratic and undivided Europe —
including expanded support for reform in former commu-
nist states; dramatically increased assistance to Ukraine;
the Partnership for Peace program of military cooperation
with Europe’s new democracies; its steady, determined
work to add new Central European members to NATO in
the near future; and its efforts to resolve regional disputes
such as between Greece and Turkey. We support continued
efforts to secure a just and lasting peace in Bosnia, North-
ern Ireland and Cyprus. We are committed to the success
of independence in Ukraine and the Baltics. And we sup-
port the continuing evolution of a prosperous and peaceful
Russia. And as part of our effort to support we will pursue
a relationship in which we seek cooperation when we can,
and frankly express disagreements where they exist, such
as on Chechnya.

Asia. We know that many of America’s most pressing



security challenges and most promising commercial oppor-
tunities lie in the Asia Pacific region. The Democratic
Party applauds the important new security charter with
Japan, the Administration’s close cooperation with the Re-
public of Korea toward the goal of a unified and non-
nuclear peninsula, and the deployment of an American
naval task force to the Taiwan Straits to ensure that Chi-
na’s military exercises did not imperil the security of the
region. The Party supports the Administration’s policy of
steady engagement to encourage a stable, secure, open and
prosperous China — a China that respects human rights
throughout its land and in Tibet, that joins international
efforts against weapons proliferation, and that plays by the
rules of free and fair trade. Today’ s Democratic Party
strongly supports continued American troop presence in
East Asia and efforts to promote increased regional secu-
rity. And we are committed to building long-term relation-
ships with India, Pakistan, and others in South Asia in
order to advance America’s diverse interests in that region,
from democracy and commerce to nuclear non-prolifera-
tion. I
"~ The Middle East. President Clinton has overseen a
remarkable record of achievement toward peace and secu-
rity in the Middle East — the Israeli-Palestinian accords;
the peace agreement between Israel and Jordan; new re-
gional security and investment summits; Israel’s increased
acceptance throughout the Middle East and the world; the
dual containment of Iraq and Iran. The Democratic Party
is committed to help build on this record, knowing that
peace and security are indivisible, and supports the efforts
by the Clinton-Gore Administration to achieve a compre-
hensive and lasting peace among Israel and all its neigh-
bors, including Lebanon and Syria. The Democratic Party
remains committed to America’s long-standing special rela-
tionship with Israel, based on shared values, a mutual
commitment to democracy and a strategic alliance that
benefits both nations. The United States should continue
to help Israel maintain its qualitative edge. Jerusalem is
the capital of Israel and should remain an undivided city
accessible to people of all faiths. We are also committed to
working with our Arab partners for peace to build a
brighter, more secure and prosperous future for all the
people of the Middle East. To that end, we seek to further
and enhance our close ties with states and peoples in the
Arab and Islamic world committed to non-aggression and
willing to take risks for peace.

Latin America and the Caribbean. The Clinton-
Gore Administration forged an historic partnership with
the democracies of the Western Hemisphere, as reflected in
the 1994 Summit of the Americas. Today, every country in
the Hemisphere is a democracy except Cuba. Because dem-
ocratic stability and prosperity in the countries to our
south are in our interest and theirs, President Clinton took
bold steps to bolster Mexico’s economy when it was threat-
ened by crisis; worked to resolve internal and border con-
flicts in the Hemisphere; joined with regional panners to
combat narcotics trafficking; and tightened the tough em-
bargo against Cuba while reaching out to its people. The
Democratic Party is committed to further consolidating
democracy, stability, and open markets throughout the
hemisphere.

Africa. The Clinton Administration championed South
Africa’s democratic transition; supported Africa’s many
emerging democracies and led international efforts to
speed the return of democracy in Nigeria; helped save
countless lives in Somalia, Rwanda, and elsewhere through
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conflict resolution, removal of landmines, and humanitar-
ian relief; and took steps to help sub-Saharan Africa’s 700
million people develop into strong economies and markets.
The Democratic Party believes that continuing to help the
people of Africa nurture their continent’s extraordinary
potential and address its serious problems is both the right
thing to do and profoundly in America’s interest.

Promoting democracy. America remains a beacon of
hope to all who cherish democracy and human rights, and
America’s security benefits from the enlargement of the
community of market democracies. The Clinton-Gore Ad-
ministration has actively promoted the consolidation and
spread of democracy and human rights: in Russia and
throughout the former Soviet Union, Central Europe, Latin
America, Asia and Africa. President Clinton directed Vice
President Gore to lead bi-national efforts to establish trad-
ing relationships to help promote democracy in three stra-
tegic areas: Russia, South Africa, and Egypt. The Demo-
cratic Party supports the aspirations of all those who seek
to strengthen civil society and accountable governance. To
this end, we support the MacBride Principles of equal
access to regional employment in Northern Ireland. We are
committed to the human rights and well-being of Jewish
people and other minorities in the countries of the former
Soviet Union. We support continued funding for the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy, Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty, the Asia Pacific Network, Radio
Marti and other efforts to promote democracy and the free
flow of ideas.

Resources for diplomacy. There is a price to be paid
for America’s security and its leadership in world affairs —
and the Republican Party now refuses to pay that price.
Even though less than one percent of the federal budget
goes to foreign policy spending, the Republican Party has
savaged our diplomatic readiness, defaulted on treaty ob-
ligations to pay dues to the United Nations, slashed assis-
tance to the poorest and most vulnerable populations on
earth, and pushed the United States to dead last among
developed nations in the global fight against starvation,
infant mortality, natural disasters and environmental deg-
radation and other worldwide problems. The Democratic
Party understands that these efforts strengthen our secu-
rity and express our values, and strongly supports the
Clinton-Gore Administration’s work to ensure adequate
resources for American foreign policy.

Community

Across America, in far too many places, the bonds of
community that tie us together and remind us that we rise
or fall together, have too often frayed. Today’s Democratic
Party believes we must reawaken the strong sense of com-
munity that has helped America to prosper for 220 years.
America is uniquely suited to lead the world into the 21st
century because of our great diversity and our shared val-
ues. We must never let our differences divide us from each
other; instead we must come together on a new common
ground, based on the enduring values we share. When
Americans work together — in our homes, our schools, our
houses of worship, our civic groups, our businesses, labor
unions and professional associations — we can meet any
challenge, and realize every dream.

Putting Families First

The first and most sacred responsibility of every parent
is to cherish our children and strengthen our families. The

CcQ AUGUST 17, 1996 — 49



DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

family is the foundation of American life. After 12 years of
all family-values-talk and no family-values-action by the
Republicans, President Clinton took office determined to
put families first. We support the fundamental themes of
the Families First Agenda — promoting paycheck, health
care, retirement, and personal security; creating greater
educational and economic opportunity; and requiring
greater responsibility from individuals, businesses, and
government.

Standing up for parents. In the first month of Bill
Clinton’s Presidency, the Democratic Party ended eight
years of Republican gridlock and enacted the Family and
Medical Leave Act. Americans blessed with a new child or
troubled by a family health crisis can no longer be forced to
choose between their families and their jobs. A bipartisan
panel reported that 12 million workers have already been
able to live up to their family obligations without risking
their jobs. And almost 90 percent of businesses found that
complying with this law cost them little or nothing. Despite
how important this is to American families, Senator Dole
led Republican opposition to it and still insists it was
wrong. This law is good for families, it is good for Aferica,
and it would not be the law today without the Democratic
Party. President Clinton fought for and secured tax credits
to encourage adoption, because every child deserves a
mother and father who will love them and raise them.

Now we want to take the next step. We believe parents
should be able to take unpaid leave from work and choose
flex time so they can do their job as parents: to do things
like go to parent-teacher conferences or take a child to the
doctor.

Responsible entertainment. President Clinton and
Vice President Gore have led the fight to help parents
control what their children see on television. Because of
their leadership, Congress passed a law requiring all new
televisions to include a device called a V-chip that will
block violent programs when it is activated by an adult.
Senator Dole likes to talk about TV violence, but when it
came time to act, he stood with a small minority to oppose
the bipartisan V-chip bill. The President achieved a break-
through agreement with the media and entertainment in-
dustries to develop a rating system for TV shows similar to
the motion picture rating system, so parents can make
informed decisions about what they want their children to
watch. When parents control the remote, it is not censor-
ship, it is personal responsibility for their children’s up-
bringing.

We believe in public support for the arts, especially for
high-quality, family-friendly programming. America is the
leading exporter of intellectual property built on a strong
foundation of artistic freedom. We are proud to have
stopped the Republican attack on the Corporation for Pub-
lic Broadcasting — we want our children to watch Sesame
Street, not Power Rangers. And we echo the President’s
call to the entertainment industrv: Work harder to develop
and promote movies, music, and TV shows that are suit-
able — and educational — for children.

Tobacco. Cigarette smoking is rapidly becoming the
single greatest threat to the health of our children. We
know that 3,000 young people start smoking every day, and
1,000 of them will lead shorter lives because of it. Despite
that, Senator Dole and other Republicans continue to ig-
nore volumes of medical research to make baffling claims
that cigarettes are not addictive. They even argue with
distinguished Republican experts like President Reagan's
Surgeon General C. Everett Koop. President Clinton and
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Vice President Gore understand that we have a responsibil-
ity to protect our children’s future by cracking down on
illegal sales of tobacco to minors and by curbing sophisti-
cated advertising campaigns designed to entice kids to stagt
smoking before they are old enough to make an informed
decision. The President has proposed measures to cut off
children’s access to cigarettes, crack down on those who sell
tobacco to minors illegally, and curtail advertising designed
to appeal to children. Tobacco companies may market to
adults if they wish, but they must take the responsibility to
draw the line on children.

Parents’ responsibility. Today’s Democratic Party
knows that governments do not raise children, parents do.
That is why President Clinton and Vice President Gore
took action to order all federal agencies to make sure
everything government does for children promotes respon-
sibility from all parents, fathers as well as mothers. Now we
challenge every parent to put their children first: to help
them with their homework, to read to them, to know their
teachers, and above all, to teach their children right from
wrong and set the best example.

Community Empowerment and Cities

Today’s Democratic Party understands that we cannot
rebuild our poorest communities by imposing cookie-cutter
solutions from Washington. We have to give communities
the tools they need to create opportunity. Citizens, local
government, the private sector, and civic groups must come
together and take the responsibility to rebuild their com-
munities from the bottom up.

Encouraging private sector investment, and com-
munity-based solutions. After over a decade of sus-
tained Republican neglect and empty Republican prom-
ises, President Clinton and Democrats in Congress
launched a comprehensive strategy to unleash economic
growth and restore opportunity to our distressed neighbor-
hoods. Without a single Republican vote, we created 105
Empowerment Zones and Enterprise Communities. This
effort, chaired by Vice President Gore, is bringing jobs and
businesses to our poorest urban and rural areas. Thousands
of new businesses have already moved into these areas, or
expanded existing operations, bringing new hope and new
jobs to these neighborhoods. We reformed the Community
Reinvestment Act to shift the focus from process toward
results; we implemented low income mortgage purchase
requirements on Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac; and we
created a Community Development Financial Institutions
Fund. Together, these efforts are unleashing billions of
dollars in new private sector lending and investment for
housing and economic development in our inner cities and
poorest rural areas. The President and Vice President have
created a brownfields initiative to bring life back to aban-
doned and contaminated property by reforming outdated
regulations and providing incentives for cleanup.

Over the next four years, we want a second round of
Empowerment Zones to bring economic growth to more
American communities; a significant expansion of the
Community Development Financial Institutions Fund to
spur more private sector investment in local economies;
and a new tax incentive to encourage further cleanup and
redevelopment of hrownfields. Today’s Democratic Party
knows that the best way to bring jobs and growth back to
our poorest neighborhoods is to harness the job-creating
power of the private sector.

Helping people afford safe, secure housing. Safe,
secure housing is an essential part of strong communities



and strong families. We are proud that after four years of a
Democrat in the White House, the percentage of people
who own their own house climbed faster than it has in 30
years. Bill Clinton took executive action to make it easier
and cheaper for working and middle-class homebuyers to
get a home loan. We pledge to stand against Republican
efforts to repeal the deductibility of home mortgage inter-
est payments. Fulfilling his 1992 pledge, President Clinton
made the low-income housing tax credit permanent, en-
couraging private developers to build more affordable
housing. This tax credit is making it easier for families to
get housing, and we will stand against Republican attacks
on it.

The Clinton Administration has made sweeping
changes to transform the nation’s public housing system
after decades of neglect. In the last four years, Democrats
demolished more units of unlivable public housing than
Republicans did in the previous twelve years, replacing
them with lower-density developments that can serve as
anchors for neighborhood renewal. In the next four years,
we want to transform the worst public housing frern” a
system that traps people in rundown, crime-ridden projects
into one which gives families the freedom to choose where
they live by providing vouchers to help them with housing
costs. We have dramatically increased help for the home-
less, and shifted focus from temporary shelters toward

‘permanent solutions designed to move people back into the

mainstream, into jobs and a home of their own.

Agriculture and the Rural Community

America has the most abundant agricultural economy
on earth, and it must be preserved and strengthened as we
enter a new century. President Clinton and the Democrats
have worked hard to promote economic growth in rural
areas, protect the family farm, and ensure that farmers get
a fair return for their labor and investment and consumers
can continue to count on safe and nutritious foods. In the
face of Republican efforts to gut food safety, the Clinton
Administration has revolutionized meat inspection and set
a new standard of consumer protection. President Clinton
has reinvented the Agriculture Department, reducing regu-
lations and bureaucracy and improving service. The Clin-
ton Administration has cracked down on food stamp fraud,
and approved experiments in state after state to reform the
food stamp program. President Clinton and Democrats in
Congress supported new voluntary conservation programs
and saved economic development programs for rural areas
through the 1996 Farm Bill. We are committed to expand-
ing agricultural exports by reducing unfair subsidies and
trade barriers around the world and protecting our farmers
from predatory trade practices.

Protecting Our Environment

Today’s Democratic Party wants all Americans to be
able to enjoy America’s magnificent natural heritage —
and we want our people to know that the air they breathe is
pure, the water they drink is clean, and the land they live

on is safe from hazard. We understand we have a sacred-

obligation to protect God’s earth and preserve our quality
of life for our children and our children’s children. For the
12 Republican vears before Bill Clinton and Al Gore took
office, protecting the environment was far from a priority.
And in the last two vears, 25 vears of bipartisan environ-
mental progress — started by a Democratic Congress under
a Republican President — has come under attack from the
far right. Time and again. President Clinton and the Dem
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. ocratic Party have stood firm against this onslaught.

The Republican Congress, under Senator Dole and
Speaker Gingrich, voted to cut environmental enforcement
resources by 25 percent. President Clinton and Democrafs’
in Congress said no. We believe government has a respon-
sibility to enforce the laws that help keep toxic chemicals
from our water, pesticides from our food, and smog from
our air.

The Republican Congress, under Senator Dole and
Speaker Gingrich, let lobbyists for the polluters write their
own loopholes into bills to weaken laws that protect the
health and safety of our children. President Clinton and
Democrats in Congress said no. We believe America’s
elected officials have a responsibility to protect America’s
families from threats to their health, and that trust must
never be abdicated — especially not by placing control of -
environmental safeguards in the hands of the very polluters
those safeguards are meant to keep in line.

The Republican Congress, under Senator Dole and
Speaker Gingrich, tried to make taxpayers pick up the tab
for toxic wastes, and let polluters who caused the problem
and can afford to fix it off the hook. President Clinton and
Democrats in Congress said no. We believe America should
insist that toxic waste cleanup is paid for by those responsi-
ble for it in the first place — and not foisted off on the
taxpayers.

In the last four years, President Clinton and Vice Presi-
dent Gore have taken strong action to make our air and
water cleaner. They reformed the Superfund program — in
each of the last two years nearly as many toxic dumps were
cleaned as in the previous decade. They dramatically
strengthened Community Right-to-Know efforts, because
Americans should be informed about toxic chemicals being
released into the air and water so they can take steps to
protect themselves and their families. They took measures
to cut toxic air pollution from chemical plants by 90 per-
cent, and after years of Republican neglect they cleaned up
hundreds of nuclear weapons sites and are committed to
finishing the job.

Today’s Democratic Party knows that we can protect
the environment and expand the economy. We believe we
can create more jobs over the long run by cleaning the
environment. We want to challenge businesses and commu-
nities to take more initiative in protecting the environ-
ment, and we want to make it easier for them to do it.
President Clinton and Vice President Gore launched
Project XL which tells businesses: If you can find a
cheaper, more efficient way than government regulations
require to meet even tougher pollution goals, do it — as
long as you do it right. This new approach offers business
flexibility, incentives, and accountability.

Environmental protection should include more educa-
tion on compliance for small and medium sized business,
more strategies to increase compliance for all businesses,
and tough enforcement — including criminal prosecution
— for those who put human health and the environment at
risk.

We are committed to protecting the majestic legacy of
our National Parks and enhancing recreational! opportuni-
ties. We are determined to continue working to restore the
Florida Everglades, to preserve our wildlife refuges, and to
fight any effort to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
to oil and gas drilling. We will be good stewards of our old-
growth forests, oppose new offshore oil drilling and mineral
exploration and production in our nation’s many environ-
mentally critical areas, and protect our oceans from oil

CQ  AUGUST 17,199 — 51



DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

spills and the dumping of toxic and radioactive waste.
The President and Vice President announced an his-
toric partnership with the Big Three American automakers
to develop the technology to produce cars up to three times
more fuel efficient than those made today — cleaner cars
for a cleaner environment. We will continue to support
responsible recycling, and encourage energy efficiency that
makes our economy more efficient and less reliant on for-
eign oil. We believe that adequate investments in better
mass transit, cleaner cars, and renewable energy sources
are good for the environment and good for the economy.
After years in which Republicans neglected the global
environment, the Clinton Administration has made Amer-

* ica a leader in the fight to meet environmental challenges

that transcend national borders and require global cooper-
ation. The Clinton-Gore Administration led the world in
calling for a global ban on ocean-dumping of low-level
radioactive waste and for a legally binding treaty to phase
out persistent organic pollutants such as DDT and PCBs.
We will seek a strong international agreement to further
. . . e
reduce greenhouse gas emissions worldwide and protect our
global climate. We are committed to preserving the planet’s
biodiversity, repairing the depleted ozone layer, and work-
ing with other nations to stabilize population growth.
Democrats recognize that sustainable development is
the key to protecting the environment and promoting eco-
nomic growth. That is why the Clinton-Gore Administra-
tion has reformed our foreign aid programs to focus on
sustainable development. At home, Democrats know that
sound economic development means sound environmental
protection.

The American Community

Today’s Democratic Party knows that when America is
divided we will likely fail, but when America is united we
will always prevail. Americans will always have differences,
and when we reach across those differences, we are stronger
for it. And we share an abiding set of values that define us
as Americans. Our task is to draw strength from both —
from our great diversity and our constant values — to
fashion the future we want for our children.

Fighting discrimination and protecting civil
rights. Today’s Democratic Party knows we must renew
our efforts to stamp out discrimination and hatred of every
kind, wherever and whenever we see it. We deplore the
recent wave of burnings that has targeted African-Ameri-
can churches in the South, as well as other houses of
worship across the country, and we have established a
special task force to help local communities catch and
prosecute those responsible, prevent further arsons, and
rebuild their churches. We believe everyone in America
should learn English so they can fully share in our daily
life, but we strongly oppose divisive efforts like English-
only legislation, designed to erect barriers between us and
force people away from the culture and heritage of which
they are rightly proud. We must remember we do not have
an American to waste. We continue to lead the fight to end
discrimination on the basis of race, gender, religion, age,
ethnicity, disability, and sexual orientation. The Demo-
cratic Party has alwavs supported the Equal Rights
Amendment, and we are committed to ensuring full equal-
ity for women and to vigorously enforce the Americans
with Disabilities Act. We support continued efforts, like
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, to end discrimi-
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nation against gay men and lesbians and further their full
inclusion in the life of the nation. :

Over the last four years, President Clinton and the
Democrats have worked aggressively to enforce the letter
and spirit of civil rights law. The President and Vice Presi-
dent remain committed to an Administration that locks
like America, and we are proud-of the Administration’s
extraordinary judicial appointments — they are both more
diverse and more qualified than any previous Administra-
tion. We know there is still more we can do to ensure equal
opportunity for all Americans, so all people willing to work
hard can build a strong future. President Clinton is leading
the way to reform affirmative action so that it works, it is
improved, and promotes opportunity, but does not acci-
dentally hold others back in the process. Senator Dole has
promised to end affirmative action. He's wrong, and the
President is right. When it comes to affirmative action, we
should mend it, not end it.

Religious freedom. Today’s Democratic Party under-
stands that all Americans have a right to express their
faith. The Constitution prohibits the state establishment of
religion, and it protects the frée exercise of religion. The
President fought for and signed the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, to reaffirm the great protection the Con-
stitution gives to religious expression, and to recognize the
historic role people of faith have played in America. Ameri-
cans have a right to express their love of God in public, and
we applaud the President’s work to ensure that children
are not denied private religious expression in school.
Whenever the religious rights of our children — or any
American — are threatened, we will stand against it.

Responsibility to our community and our coun-
try. Today’s Democratic Party believes every American
has a duty and a responsibility to give something back to
their community and their country. In the past three years,
45,000 Americans have performed national service as part
of the AmeriCorps program President Clinton and the
Democrats fought so hard to create — and we [missing
word] those Republicans who joined a bipartisan effort to
preserve AmeriCorps when Speaker Gingrich’s House tried
to kill it.

We applaud the American spirit of voluntarism and
charity. As we balance the budget, we must work even
harder in our own lives to live up to the duties we owe one
another. We must shrink the government, but we cannot
shrink from our challenges. We believe every school and
college in America should make service a part of its basic
ethic, and we want to expand national service by helping
communities give scholarships to high school students for
community service. We challenge Americans in all walks of
life to make a new commitment to taking responsibility for
themselves, their families, their communities, and their
country.

If we do our job, we will make the next American
century as great as each one that has come before it. We
will enter the 21st century with the American Dream alive
for all, with America still the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom, and with the American community
coming together, enriched by our diversity and stronger
than ever. :

America’s best days lie ahead, as we renew our historic
pledge to uphold and advance the promise of America —
One nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all. a
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Bill Clinton’s immigration record does not match his rhetoric.
While talking tough on illegal immigration, he has proposed a reduc-
tion in the number of border patrol agents authorized by the Republi-
cans in Congress, has opposed the most successful border control pro-
gram in decades (Operation Hold the Line in Texas), has opposed
Proposition 187 in California which 60 percent of Californians sup-
ported, and has opposed Republican efforts to ensure that non-citizens
do not take advantage of expensive welfare programs. Unlike Bill Clin-
ton, we stand with the American people on immigration policy and will
continue to reform and enforce our immigration laws to ensure that
they reflect America’s national interest.

We also support efforts to secure our borders from the threat of
illegal immigration. Illegal immigration has reached crisis proportions,
with more than 4 million illegal aliens now present in the United
States. That number, growing by 300,000 each year, burdens taxpayers,
strains public services, takes jobs, and increases crime. Republicans in
both the House and Senate have passed bills that tighten border
enforcement, speed up deportation of criminal aliens, toughen penal-
ties for overstaying visas, and streamline the Inumigration and Natural-
ization Service.

lllegal aliens should not receive public benefits other than emer-
gency aid, and those who become parents while illegally in the United
States should not be qualified to claim benefits for their offspring.
Legal immigrants should depend for assistance on their sponsors, who
are legally responsible for their financial well-being, not the American
taxpayers. Just as we require “deadbeat dads” to provide for the chil-
dren they bring into the world, we should require “deadbeat sponsors”
to provide for the immigrants they bring into the country. We support a
constitutional amendment or constitutionally valid legislation declar-
ing that children born in the United States of parents who are not
legally present in the United States or who are not long-term residents
are not automaltically citizens.

We endorse the Dole/Coverdell proposal 1o make crimes of domes-
tic violence, stalking, child abuse, child neglect and child abandon-
ment conmnitted by aliens residing in this country deportable offenses
under our immigration laws.

We call for harsh penalties against exploiters who smuggle illegal
aliens and for those who profit from the production of false docu-
ments. Republicans believe that by eliminating the magnet. for illegal
immigration, increasing border security, enforcing our immigration
laws, and producimg counterfeit-proof documents, we will finally put
an end to the illegal immigration crisis. We oppose the ereation of any
national 11> card.

From Many, One

America’s ethnic diversity within a shared national culture is one of
our country's greatest. strengths, While we benelit from our differ-
ences, we mwst also strengthen the ties that bind us 1o one another.
Foremost among those is the flag. lts deliberate desecration is not
“lree speech,” but an assault. against. our history and our hopes. We
support a constitutional amendment. that will restore to the people,
through their elected representatives, their right to safegnard Old
Glory. We condemn Bill Clinton’s refusal, once again, 1o protect and
preserve the most precious symbol of our Republic.

English, our common language, provides a shared foundation
which has allowed people from every corner of the world to come
together (o build the American nation. The use of English is indispens-
able 1o all who wish to participate fully in our society and realize the
American dream. As Bob Dole has said: “For more than two centuries
now, English has been a force for unity, indispensable to the process of
transtoring untold millions of immigrants from all parts of the globe
into citizens of the most open and free society the world has ever
seen.” For newcomers, learning the English language has always been
the fastest route to the mainstream of American life. That should be
the goal of bilingual education programs. We support the official
recognition of English as the nation’s common language. We advocate
foreign language training in our schools and retention of heritage lan-
guages in homes and cultural institutions. Foreign language Muency is
also an essential component. of America’s competitiveness in the
world market. )

We will strengihen Native Americans’ self-determination by
respecting tribal sovereignty, encouraging a pro-business and pro-
development climale on reservations. We upliold the unique govern-
ment-to-government relationship between the tribes and the United
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States, and we honor our nation’s trust obligations to them. In fulfill-
ment thereof, we will ensure that the resources, financial and other-
wise, which the United States holds in trust are well-managed, audited,
and protected. We second Bob Dole’s call for legislation authorizing
tribal governments to reorganize the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the
Indian Health Service. We endorse efforts to ensure equitable partic-
ipation in federal programs by Native Americans, Native Alaskans and
Native Hawaiians and to preserve their culture and languages.

Getting Tough on Crime
“Women in America know better than anyone about the random-
ness and ruthlessness of crime. It is a shameful, national disgrace that
nightfall has become synonymous with fear for so many of America’s
women.”
— Bob Dole, May 28, 1996 in Aurora, Colo.

During Bill Clinton’s tenure, America has become a more fearful
place, especially for the elderly and for women and children. Violent
crime has tumed our homes into prisons, our streets and schoolyards
into battlegrounds. It devours half a trillion dollars every year. Unfor-
tunately, far worse could be coming in the near future. While we
acknowledge the extraordinary efforts of single parents, we recognize
that a generation of fatherless boys raises the prospect of soaring juve-
nile crime.

This is, in part the legacy of liberalism — in the old Democrat Con-
gress, in the Clinton Department of Justice, and in the courts, where
Judges appointed by Democrat presidents continue their assault
against the rights of law-abiding Americans. For too long government
policy has been controlled by criminals and their defense lawyers.
Democrat Congresses cared more about rights of criminals than safety
for Americans. Bill Clinton arbitrarily closed off Pennsylvania Avenue,
the nation’s Main Street, for his protection, while his policies left, the
public unprotected against vicious criminals. As a symbol of our deter-
mination to restore the rule of law — in the White House as well as in
our streets — we will reopen Pennsylvania Avenue.

After the elections of 1994, the new Republican majorities in the
House and Senate fought back with legislation that ends frivolous,
costly, and wnnecessarily lengthy death-row appeals, requires crimi-
nals to pay restitution (o their viclims, speeds the removal of criminal
alicns, and steps up the fight against (terrorism. Congressional Republi-
cans potinto law a trath-in-sentencing prison grant program to pro-
vide incentives to states which enact laws requiring violent. felons to
serve at least 85% of their sentences and replaced a myriad of Deinoc-
rat "“Washington knows hest” prevention programs with bloc grants to
cities and counties to use to fight crime as they see fit. They put an end
to federal court early-release orders for prison overcrowding and
niade it much harder for prisoners to file frivolous lawsuits about
prison conditions.

There’s more to do, once Bill Clinton’s veto threats no longer block
the way. We will establish no-frills prisons where prisoners are
required 1o work productively and make the threat of jail a real deter-
rent {o crime. Prisons should not be places of rest and relaxation. We
wilt reform the Supreme Court’s fanciful exclusionary rule, which has
allowed a generation of criminals to get off on technicalities.

Juvenile crime is one of the most. difficult challenges facing our
nation. The juvenile justice system is broken. It fails to punish the
minor crimes that lead to larger offenses, and lacks early intervention
to keep delinquency from turming into violent crime. Truancy laws are
not enforced, positive role models are lacking, and parental responsi-
hility is overlooked. We will stress accountability at every step in the
systenm and require adult trials for juveniles who comumit adult crimes.

In addition, not only is juvenile crime on the rise, but unsupervised
Juveniles (especially at night) are most often the victims of abuse in
our society. Recognizing that local jurisdictions have a clear and con-
cise nnderstanding of their problems, we encourage them to develop
and enact innovative programs to address juvenile crime. We also
cneourage them to consider juvenile noctumal curfews as an cffective
law enforcement tool in helping reduce juvenile crime and juvenile vic-
timization.

Juvenile criminal proceedings should be open to victims and the
public. Juvenile conviction records should not be sealed but made
available to law enforcement agencies, the courts, and those who hire
for sensitive work in schools and day-care centers.

Because liberal jurists keep expanding the rights of the accused,
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Republicans propose a constitutional amendment to protect victims’
rights: audio and visual testimony of victims kept on file for future
hearings, full restitution, protection from intimidation or violence by
the offender, notification of court proceedings, a chance to be heard in
plea bargains, the right to remain in court during trials and hearings
concerning the crimes comuitted against them, a voice in the sentenc-
ing proceedings, notice of the release or escape of offenders. Bill Clin-
ton hypocritically endorsed our Victim's Rights Amendment while
naming judges who opposed capital punishment, turned felons loose
and even excused murder as a form of social protest. Bob Dole, the
next Republican president, will end that nonsense and make our
courts once again an instrument of justice.

While the federal government’s role is essential, most law enforce-
ment must remain in the hands of local communities, directed by state
and local officials who are closely answerable to the people whose
lives are affected by crime. In that regard, we support community
policing; nothing inhibits local crime like an officer in the neighbor-
hood. Bill Clinton promised 100,000 more police officers on the beat
but, according to his own attomey general, delivered no more than
17,000. He ignored local law enforcers by tying the program in knots of
red tape and high costs. Now he is diverting millions of its dollars,
appropriated by congressional Republicans to fight street crime, to
state parks and environmental projects. It's time to return those anti-
crime resources to communities and let them decide what works best

to keep their homes, schools, and workplaces safe. This would result”

in far more new police officers than Bill Clinton’s program and give
communities additional crime fighting resources they need.

We will work with local authorities to prevent prison inmates from
receiving disability or other government entitlements while incarcer-
ated. We support efforts to allow peace officers, including qualified
retirees, to assist their colleagues and protect their communities even
when they are out of their home jurisdictions to the extent this is con-
sistent with applicable state and local law. We will amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act so that corrections officers can volunteer to
assist local law enforcement.

Crimes against women and children demand an emphatic
response. Under Bob Dole and Dick Zimmer's leadership, Republicans
in Congress pushed through Megan's Law — the requirement that local
communities be notificd when sex offenders and kidnappers are
released — in response to the growing number of violent. sexual
assaults and murders like the brutal murder of a little girl in New Jor-
sey. We call for special penalties against thugs who assault or batter
pregnant women and harm them or their unbor children. We endorse
Bob Dole’s call to bring federal penalties for child pomography in line
with far tougher state penalties: ten years for a first, offense, fifteen for
the second, and life for a third. We believe it is time to revisit the
Supreme Court’s arbitrary decision of 1977 that protects even the most,
vicious rapists from the death penalty. Bob Dole authored a tough fed-
eral statute which provides for the admissibility of prior similar crimi-
nal acts of defendants in sexual assaull cases. This important law
enforcement tool should serve as a model for the states. We continue
our strong support of capital punishment for those who commit
heinous federal crimes; including thie kingpins of the narcotics trade.

We wish to express our support. and sympathy for all victims of ter-
rorism and their families. Acts of terrorism against Americans and
American interests must be stopped and those who commit them must
be brought to justice. We reconnnend a presidentially appointed blue-
ribbon commission to study more effective methods of prosecuting
terrorists.

Only Republican resolve can prepare our nation 1o deal with the
four deadly threats facing us in the early yvears of the 21st Century: vio-
lent crime, drugs, terrorism. and intemational organized crime. Those
perils are interlocked — and all arc escalating. This is no time for
excuses. It's time for a change.

Solving the Drug Crisis

The verdict is in on Bill Clinton’s moral leadership: After 11 years
of steady decline, the use of marijuana among teens doubled in the
two years afier 1992, At the same time. the use of cocaine and metham-
phetamines dramatically increased.

That shocks but should not surprise. For in the war on drugs — an
essential component of the fight against crime — today’s Democratic
Party has been a conscientious objector. Nowhere is the discrepancy
between Bill Clinton’s rhetoric and his actions more apparent. Mr.
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Clinton’s personal record has been a betrayal of the nation’s trust,
sending the worst possible signal to the nation’s youth. At the urging of
the Secret Service, the White House had to institute a drug-testing pro-
gram for Clinton staffers who were known to be recent users of illegal
narcotics. At the same time, he drastically cut funding for drug inter-

diction. The Office of National Drug Control Policy was cut by 80 per- ~

cent, and federal drug prosecutions dropped 25 percent. His attomey
general proposed to reduce mandatory minimum sentences for drug
trafficking and related crimes, and his surgeon general advocated
legalization of narcotics. Hundreds of suspected drug smugglers have
been allowed to go free at the border. Simultaneously, the use of mari-
Juana, cocaine, and heroin has increased, especially among young peo-
ple. Now narcotics are again fueling the acceleration of crime rates,
putting the nation on a collision course with the future.

Bill Clinton’s weakness in international affairs has worsened the
sitnation here at home. One case in point: He certified that Mexico has
cooperated with our drug interdiction effort when 70 percent of drugs
smuggled into the U.S. come across our southern border — and when
the Mexican govenument ignored 165 extradition orders for drug crim-
inals. Discredited at home and abroad, he lacks both the stature and
the credibility to lead us toward a drug-free America.

A war against drugs requires moral leadership now lacking in the
White House. Throughout the 1980s, the Republican approach — no
legalization, no tolerance, no excuses — tumed the tide against drug
abuse. We can do it again by emphasizing prevention, interdiction, a
tough international approach, and a crackdown on users. That
requires reversing one of Bill Clinton’s most offensive actions: his
shocking purge of every U.S. Attorney in the country shortly after he
took office. This unprecedented firing destroyed our firsi. line of
defense against drug traffickers and other career criminals. Our coun-
try’s most. experienced and dedicated prosecutors were replaced with
Clintonite liberals, some of whom have refused to prosecute major
drug dealers, foreign narcotics smugglers and child pomographers.

In a Dole administration, U.S. Attorneys will prosecute and jail
those who prey upon the innocent. We support upgrading our interdic-
tion effort by establishing a deputy conunissioner for drug enforcement
within the Customs Service. We will intensify our intelligence efforts
against. intemational drug traffickers and use whatever means neces-
sary to desiroy their operations and seize their personal accounts.

We support strong penalties, including mandatory minimum sen-
tences, for drug trafficking, distribution and drug-related crimes. Drug
usc is closcly related to crime and recidivism. Drug testing should be
made a rontine feature of the criminal justice process at every stage,
including the juvenile justice system. Test. results should be used in
deciding pretrial release, sentencing, and probation revocation.

A safer America must include highways without drunk or drug-
impaired drivers. We support the toughest. possible state laws 10 deal
with drivers impaired by substance abuse and advocate federal coop-
eration, not. compulsion, toward that end.

The Bottom Line: From the Top Down

Making America safc again will be a tremendous undertaking, in its
own way as heroic as was the liberation of Europe from a different
kinel of criminal half a century ago. At the grass roots, that crusade
already has enlisted the men and women of local law enforcement.
Now they need a leader worthy of their cause — someone whose life
reflects respect for the law, not evasion of it. Bill Clinton need not
apply.

Bob Dole will be a president commiitted to the protection and
safety of all Americans. However, his strength is diminished without a
court system supportive of the national fight against violent crime.
That is the bottom line of this year's presidential election: Who should
chart the course of law enforcement for the next generation by naming
as jmany as an additional 30 percent of our federal judges and the next
several justices to the U S. Supreme Court? Bill Clinton, the master of
excuse and evasion? Or Bob Dole, whose life has been an exercise in
honor and duty?

Families and Society

“The alternative 1o cold bureaucracy is not indiflerence. It is the
warmth of families and neighborhoods, charities, churches, syna-
gogues and comnuities. These valne-shaping institutions have the
tools to reclaim lives — individual responsibility, tough love, and spiri-
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1 will speak plainly — I will speak plainly
on another subject of importance. We're not
educating all of our children.

Too many are being forced to absorb the
fads of the moment.

Not for the nothing are we the biggest
education spenders and among the lowest
education achievers among the leading indus-
trial narions.

The teachers unions nominated Bill Clin-
ton in 1992. They're funding his re-election
now. And they, his most reliable supporters,
know he will maintain the status quo.

And [ say this — I say this not to the teach-
ers, but to their unions.

I say this, if education were a war, you
would be losing it. If it were a business, you
would be driving it into bankruptey. If it were
a patient, it would be dying.

And to the teachers union, | say, when |
am president, I will disregard your political
power for the sake of the parents, the chil-
dren, the schools and the nation . . . and the
nation.

I plan to enrich your vocabulary with
those words you fear — school choice and
competition and opportunity scholarships.

All this for low- and middle-income faii-
lies so that you will join the rest of us in
ac¢countability, while others compete with
you for the commendable privilege of giving
our children a real education.

There is no reason why those who live on
any street in America should not have the
same right as the person who lives at 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue — the right to send
your child to the school of your choice.

Crime and the Judiciary

And if we want to reduce crime — if we
want to reduce erime and drug use and teen
pregnancies, let’s start by giving all our chil-
dren a first-class education.

And T also want these children to inherit a
country that is far safer than it is at present. |
seck for our children and grandchildren a
world more open and with more opportunity
than ever before.

But in wanting these young Americans 1o
be able to make the best of this, 1 want. first
and foremost for them to be safe. | want, to
remove the shadow that darkens opportuni-
ties for every man, woman and child in Amer-
ica. .. child in America.

We are a nation paralyzed by criime. And
it's time to end that in America. And 10 do so

. .10 do so, I mean to attack the root. cause
of crime — criminals, criminals, violent crimi-
nals.

And as our many and voracious criminals
go to bed tonight, ar say, 6:00 in the moming,
they had better pray that | lose this election.
Because if | win, the lives of violent criminals
are going to be hell.

During the Reagan administration — dur-
ing the Reagan administration we abolished
parole at the federal level. In the Dole admin-
istration we will work with the nation’s gover-
nors to abolish parole for violent. criminals all
across Americi.

And with my national instant. check initia-
tive, we will keep all guns out. of the hands of
criminals.

And I have been asked if 1 have a litmus

test for judges. I do. My litmus test for judges
is that they be intolerant of outrage; that their
passion is not to amend, but to interpret the
Constitution . . . that they are restrained in
regard to those who live within the law, and
strict with those who break it.

And for those who say that 1 should not
make President Clinton’s liberal judicial
appointments an issue in this campaign, 1
have a simple response. I have heard your
argument.

The motion is denied . . . motion is denied.

[ save niy respect for the Constitution, not.
for those who would ignore it, violate it or
replace it with conceptions of their own
fancy.

My administration will zealously protect
civil and constitutional rights while never for-
getting that our primary duty is protecting
law-abiding citizens, everybody in this hall.

I have no intention of ignoring violent — |
said violent criminals, understanding them or
buying them off. A nation that cannot defend
itself from outrage does not deserve to sur-
vive-And a president who cannot lead itself
against those who prey upon it does not.
deserve to be president of the United States
of America.

National Security

1 am prepared to risk more political capi-
tal in defense of domestic tranquility than any
president. you have ever known.

The time for such risk is long overdue.

And in defending our nation from external
threats, the requirements of survival cannot
nterely be finessed. There is no room for mar-
gin of error. On this subject perhaps more
than any other, a president must level with
the people and be prepared to take political
risks. And 1 would rather do what is called tor
in this regard and be unappreciated, than fail
to do so and win universal acclaim.

And it must be said because of misguided
priorities, there have been massive cuts in
fanding for our national security. I believe
President Clinton has failed to adequately
provide for our defense. And for whatever
reason the neglect, it is irresponsible. 1t is
irresponsible.

1 ask that you consider these crystal-clear
differences. He believes that. it is acceptable
to ask our nilitary forces to do more with
less. 1 do not.

He defends giving a green light 1o aterror-
ist. state, Iran, to expand its influence in
Europe. And he relies on the United Nations
to punish Libyan terrorists who murdered
American citizens. I will not.

He believes that defending our people and
our tetritory from missile attack is unneces-
sary. I do not.

And on my first day in office, 1 will put
America on a course that will end onr vulner-
ability (o missile attack and rebuild our armed
forces.

It is a course President Clinton has
refused to 1ake. And on my first day in office,
I will put. terrorists on notice. If you harm one
Anmcrican, you harm all Americans,

And America will pursue you to the ends
of the earth.

In short, dow’t mess with us if you're not
prepared to suffer the consequences.
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Thank you. And furthermore, the lesson
has always been clear, if we are prepared to
defend, if we are prepared to fight many wars
and greater wars than any wars that come, we
will have to fight fewer wars and lesser wars
and perhaps no wars at all . . . wars-atall.

It has always been so and will ever be so.
And I'm not the first to say that the long gray
line has never failed us, and it never has.

For those who might be sharply taken
aback and thinking of Vietnam, think again.
For in Vietnam the long gray line did not fail
us, we failed it in Vietham.

The American soldier — the American
soldier was not made for the casual and arro-
gant treatment that he suffered there, where
he was committed without clear purpose or
resolve, bound by rules that prevented vic-
tory, and kept waiting in the valley of the
shadow of death for 10 years while the nation
invaded the undebatable question of his
honor.

No, the American soldier was not to be
thrown into battle without a clear purpose or
resolve, not made to be abandoned in the
field of battle, not made to give his life for
indifference or lack of respect. And [ will
never commit the American soldier to an
ordeal without the prospect of victory.

And when I am president, and when I am
president, every man, and every women in
our anued forces will know the president is
commander in chief, not Boutros Boutros-
Ghali or any other U.N. secretary general.

This I owe not only to the living, but to the
dead, to every patriot, to every patriot grave,
to the ghosts of Valley Forge, of Flanders
Field, of Bataan, the Chosin Reservoir, Khe
Sanh, and the Gulf,

This T owe to the men who died on the
streets of Mogadishu not three year ago, to
the shadows on the bluffs of Normandy, to
the foot soldiers who never came home, to
the airmen who fell to earth, and the sailors
who resl. perpetually at sea.

This is not an issue of politics, but far
graver (han that. Like the  bond of trust
between parent and child, it is the lifeblood of
the nation. It conunands not only sacrifice but.
a grace in leadership embodying both caution
and daring at the same time. And this we owe
not only to ourselves. Our allies demand con-
sistency and resolve, which they deserve
from us as we deserve it from them. But even
il they falter, we cannot, for history has made
us the leader, and we are obliged by history to
keep the highest standard possibly sic].

And in this regard may I remind you of the
nation’s debt to Presidents Nixon, Ford, Rea-
gan and Bush. President Nixon engaged
China and the Soviet Union with diplomatic
genius. President Ford, who gave me my start
in 1976, stood fast in a time of great difficuity,
and with the greatest of dignity.

Were it not for President Reagan, the
Soviet Union would still be standing today.

He brought the Cold War to an end, not, as
sonme demanded, through compromise and
surrender — but by winning it. That’s how he
brought the Cold War to an end.

And President. Bush, with a mastery that
words fail to convey, guided the Gulf War
coalition and its military forces to victory . . .
forces to victory.
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Following is the text of the Democratic
platform draft approved by the Platform
Committee on June 27, 1992. It was ap-
proved without change at the convention
July 14.

Two hundred summers.ago. this Demo-
cratic Party was founded by the man whose
burning pen fired the spirit of the American
Revolution — who once argued we should

“overthrow our own ﬁemmem every 20
years to renew OuN{

om and keep pace
with a changing world. In 1992. the party
Thomas Jefferson founded invokes his spirit
of revolution-anew. . '

_ Qur land reverberates with a battle crv

of frustration that emanates from America's

very soul — from the families in our bedrock
neighborhoods, from the unsung, workaday
heroes of the world s greatest democracy and
economy. America is on the wrong track. The
American people are hurting. The American
dream of expanding opportunity has faded.
Middle-class families are working hard, plav-
ing by the rules. put still falling behind.
Poverty has exploded. Our people are torn
by divisions. -

The last 12 years have been a nightmare

. of Republican irresponsibility and neglect.

America’s leadership is indifferent at home
and uncertain in the world. Republican mis-
management has disarmed government as an
instrument to make our economy work and
support the people's most basic values, needs
and hopes. The Republicans brought Amer-
ica a false and fragile prosperity based on
bofrowing, not income, and so will leave
behind a mountain of public debt and a
backbreaking annual burden in interest. It is
wrong to borrow to spend on ourse]ves, leav-
ing our children to pay our debts.

We hear the anguish and the anger of

the American people. We know it is directed

-not just at the Republican administrations
that have had power but at.government it-

self.

Their anger iz justified. We can no
lon_ger afford business as usual — neither the
policies of the last 12 vears of tax breaks for

the rich, mismanagement, lack of leadership

and cuts in services for the middle class and
the poor, nor the adoption of new programs
and new spending without new thinking.

lf is time to listen to the grass roots of
Am.ex.-lea, time to renew the spirit of citizen
ctivismn that has always been the touchstone
of a free and democratic society.

Therefore we call for a revolution in

' &overnment — 1o take power away from

eNtrenched bureaucracies and narrow inter-
€ts in Washington and put it back in the

ds of ordinarv people. We vow to make .

THE PLATFORM

government more decentralized, more flexi- .

ble and more accountable — to reform public
institutions and replace public officials who
aren’t leading with ones who will.

The Revolution of 1992 is about restor-
ing America's economic greatness. We need
to rebuild America by abandoning the some-
thing-for-nothing ethic of the last decade
and putting people first for a change. Only a
thriving economy. a strong manufacturing
base and growth in creative new enterprise
can generate the resources to meet the na-
tion's pressing human and social needs. An
expanding, entrepreneurial economy of high-
skill, high-wage jobs is the most important
family.policy, urban policy, labor policy, mi-
nority policy and foreign policy America can
have.

The Revolution of 1992 is about putting -

government back on the side of working men
and women — 1o help those who work hard.
pay their bills, play by the rules, don’t lobby
for tax breaks. do their best to give their kids
a good education and to keep them away
from drugs, who want a safe neighborhood
for their families. the security of decent.
productive jobs for themselves and a digni-
fied life for their parents.

The Revolution of 1992 is about a radi-
cal change in the way government operates
— not the Republican proposition that gov-
emment has no role nor the old notion that
there's a program for every problem, but a
shift to a more efficient, flexible and results-
oriented government that improves services,
expands choices. and empowers citizens and
communities to change our country from the
bottom up. We believe in an activist govern-
ment, but it must work in a different, more
responsive way.

The Revolution of 1992 is about facing

up to tough choices. There is no relief for
America’s frustration in the politics of diver-
sion and evasion, of false choices or of no
choices at all. Instead of everyone in Wash-
ington blaming one another for inaction. we

will act decisivelr — and ask to be held

accountable if we don’t. . :
Above all the Revolution of 1992 is
about restoring the basic American values
that built this country and will always make
it great: personal responsibility, individual
liberty, tolerance, faith, family and hard
work. We offer the American people not only

‘new ideas, a new course and a new president,
_but a return to the enduring principles that

set our.nation apart: the promise of opportu-
nity, the strength of community, the dignity
of work and a decent life for senior citizens.

To make this revolution, we seek a New
Covenant to repair the damaged bond be-

tween the American people and their govern-

Party Statement of Policies
~ 'Mirrors Clinton’s Goals

ment, that will expand opportunita. insist
upon greater individual responsibilir: in re-
turn, restore community and ensure na-
tional security in a profoundly new era.
We welcome the close scrutiny of the
American people, including Americans who
mav have thought the Democratic Par:v had
forgotten its way, as well as all who krow us
as the champion for those who have been
denied a chance. With this platform we take
our case for change to the American people.

1. Opportunity

Our party's first priority is opporiunity
— broad-based, non-inflationary economic
growth and the opportunity that flows from
it. Democrats in 1992 hold nothing more
important for America than an econom.y that
offers growth and jobs for all. )

President Bush, with no interest in do-
mestic policy, has given America the siowest
economic growth, the slowest income growth
and the slowest jobs growth since the Great
Depression. And the American people know
the long Bush recession reflects no: just a
business cycle, but a long-term slide. sc that
even in a fragile recovery we'ré sinkinz. The
ballooning Bush deficits hijacked capital
from productive investments. Savings and
loan sharks enriched themselves z: their
country’s expense. The stock market tripled,
but average incomes stalled, and ‘poverty
claimed more of our children.

We reject both the do-nothing govern-
ment of the last 12 years and the big govern-
ment theory that says we can hamstring
business and tax and spend our way tc pros-
perity. Instead we offer a third way. Just as
we have always viewed working men and
women as the bedrock of our economy, we
honor business as a noble endeavor and vow

- to create a far better climate for firms and

independent contractors of all sizes that em-
power their workers, revolutionize their
workplaces, respect the environmer:. and

.serve their communities well.

We believe in free enterprise and the

- power of market forges. But economic growth

will not come without a national economic

. strategy to invest in people. For 12 vears our
_country has had no economic vision. leader-

ship or strategy. It is time to put our people
and our country first.
. Investing in America. The only way

to lay the foundation for renewed American _ .

prosperity is to spur both public and private
investment. We must strive to close both the

‘budget deficit and the investment gap. Our

major competitors invest far more than we

“do in roads, bridges and the information
networks and technologies of the future. We .
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will rebuild America by investing more in
transportation, environmental technologies,
defense conversion and a national informa-
tion network. . o

To begin making our economy grow, the
president and Congress should agree that

savings from defense must be reinvested pro- -

ductively at home, including research. educa-
_tion and training, and other productive in-
vestments. This will sharply increase the
meager 9 percent of the national budget now
devoted to the future. We will create a “fu-
ture budget™ for investments that make us
richer. to be kept separate from those parts
of the budget that pay for the past -and

present. For the private sector, instead of a

sweeping capital gains windfall o the
wealthy and those who specuP%tG we will
create an investment tax credit'ahd a capital
gains reduction for patient investors in

“~“emerging_technologies and new business.
Support for innovation. We will take’

back the advantage now ceded to Japan and

Germany, which invest in new technologiesat .

higher rates than the U.S. and have the growth
to<how for it. We will make the R&D {research
and development] tax credit permanent. dou-
ble basic research in the key technologies for
our future and create a civilian research
agency to fast-forward their development.
_The deficit. Addressing the deficit re-
quires fair and shared sacrifice of all Ameri-
. cans for the common good. In 12 Republican
vears a national debt that took 20 vears to
accumulate has been quadrupled. Rising in-
terest on that debt. now swallows ane tax
dollar in seven. In place of the Republican
supply side disaster, the Democratic invest-
ment. economic conversion and growth strat-
egy will generate more revenues irom a
growing - economy. We must also’ tackle
spending by putting everything on the table;
eliminate non-productive programs: achieve
defense savings; reform entitlement pro-
grams to control soaring health-care costs;
_cut federal administrative costs by 3 percent
annually for four years; limit increazes in the
“present budget” to the rate of growih in the
average American's paycheck; apply a strict
_ “pay asyou go” rule to new non-investment
.spending; and make the rich pay their fair

share in taxes. These choices will be made

while protecting senior citizens and without
further victimizing the poor. This deficit-
reduction effort will encourage private sav-
ings, eliminate the budget deficit over time
and permit fiscal policies that can restore
America’s economic health.

Defense conversion. Our economy
needs both the people and the funds released

from defense at the Cold War’s end. We will .

- help the stalwarts of that struggle — the men
and women who served in our armed forces
and who work. in our defense industries —
make the most of a new era. We will provide
early notice of program changes to give com-
munities, business and workers enotgh time
to plan. We ‘will honor and support our
veterans. Departing military personnel, de-
fense workers and defense support personnel
will have access to job retraining, continuing
education, placement and relocation’ assis-
tance, early retirement benefits for military
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personnel, and incentives to enter teaching,

" law enforcement and other vital civilian
fields. Redirected national laboratoriesanda

new civilian research agency will put defense
scientists, engineers and technicians to work
at critical civilian technologies. Small busi-
ness defense firms will have technical assis-
tance and transition grants and loans to help
convert to civilian markets, and defense-
dependent communities will have similar aid
in planning and implementing conversion.
We will strongly support our civilian space

" program, particularly environmental mis-

sions.

The cities. Only a robust economy will
revitalize our cities. It is in all Americans’
interest that the cities once again be places
where hard-working families can put down
roots and find good jobs. quality health care,
affordable housing and decent schools. Dem-

. ocrats will create a new partnership to re-
- build América’s cities after 12 years of Re--

publican neglect. This partnership. will
include consideration of the seven economic
growth initiatives set forth by our nation’s
mayors. We will create jobs by investing

significant resources to put people back to.

work, beginning with a summer jobs initia-
tive and training programs for inner-city
vouth. We support a stronger community
development program and targeted fiscal as-
sistance to cities that need it most. A national
public works investment and infrastructure
program will provide jobs and strengthen our
cities, suburbs, rural communities and coun-
trv. We will encourage the flow of investment
to inner city development and housing

through targeted enterprise zones and incen-

tives for private and public pension funds to
invest in urban and rural projects. While
cracking down on redlining and housing

. discrimination, we also support and will en-

force a revitalized Community Reinvestment
Act that challenges banks to lend to entre-
preneurs and development projects; a na-
tional network of Community Development
Banks to invest in urban and rural small

- businesses; and microenterprise lending for
poor people seeking self-employment as an

alternative to welfare.

Agriculture and the rural commu-
nity. All Americans, producers and consum-
ers alike, benefit when our food and fiber are
produced by hundreds of thousands of fam-
ily farmers receiving a fair price for their
products. The abundance of our nation'’s

food and fiber system should not be taken for -

granted. The revolution that lifted America

to the forefront of world agriculture was

achieved through a unique partnership be-

.. tween public and private interests. The inat-
tention and hostility that has characterized

Republican food, agriculture and rural devel-
opment policies of the past 12 years has
caused a crisis in rural America. The cost of
Republican farm policy has been staggering,
and its total failure is demonstrated by the
record number of rural bankruptcies.

A sufficient and sustainable agricultural

economy can be achieved through fiscally .

responsible programs. It is time to re-estab-
lish the private/public partnership to ensure
that family farmers get a fair return for their

" labor and investment. that consumers re-

ceive safe and nutritious foods, and that

needed investments are made in basic re- '
search, education. rural business develop- -
ment, market development and infrastruc-

" ture to sustain, rural communities.

Workers’ rights. Our workplaces
must be revolutionized to make them more
flexible and productive. We will reform the
job safety laws to empower workers with

" greater rights and to hold employers ac-

countable for dangers on the job. We will act
against sexual harassment in the workplace.
We will honor the work ethic — by expand-
ing the ‘earned-income tax credit so no one
with children at home who works full time is
still in poverty, by fighting on the side of
family farmers to ensure they get a fair price
for their hard work and working to sustain
rural communities: by making work more
valuable than welfare: and by supporting the

-right of workers to organize. and bargain

collectively without fear of intimiidation or

permanent replacement during labor dis-

putes. )
Lifelong . learning. A competitive

“American economy requires the global mar-

ket’s best-educated. best-trained, most flexi-
ble work force. It's not enough to spend more
on our schools: we must insist on results. We
oppose the Bush administration’s efforts to
bankrupt the public school system — the
bedrock of democracy — through private
school vouchers. To help children reach
school ready to learn. we will expand child
health and nutrition programs and extend
Head Start 1o all eligible children. and guar-
antee all children access to quality. afford-
able child care. We deplore the savage in-
equalities among public schools across the
land and believe every child deserves an
equal chance to a world-class education. Re-
allocating resources toward this goal must be
a priority. Ve support ‘education reforms
such as site-based decision-making and pub-
lic school choice. with strong protections
against discrimination. We support the goal

.of a 90 percent graduation rate and programs

to end dropouts. We will invest .in educa-
tional technology and establish world-class
standards in math. science and other core.
subjects. and support effective tests of prog- -
ress to meet them. In areas where there are

" no registered apprenticeship programs, we
. will adopt a national apprenticeship-style

program to ease the transition from school to
work for non-college-boundsstudents, so they .
can acquire skills that lead to high-wage jobs.
In the new economy, opportunity will de-
pend on lifelong learning. We will support
the goal of literacy for all Americans. We will .
ask firms to invest in the training of all.
workers, not just corporate management. - .
A domestic GI bill. Over the past 12
years, skyrocketing costs and declining mid-
dle-class incomes have placed higher educa-
tion out of reach for millions of Americans. It
is time to revolutionize the way student loan
programs are run. We will make college af-

. fordable to all students who are qualified to

attend; regardless of family income. A Do-
mestic GI Bill will enable all Americans to -
borrow moneyfor college, so long as they are




willing to pay it back as a percentage of their
income over time or through national service
addressing unmet community needs.
Affordable health care. All Ameri-
cans should have universal access to quality,
affordable health care — no: as a privilege
but as a right. That requires tough controls
on health costs, which are rising at two to
three times the rate of inflazion, terrorizing
American, families_and businesses and de-
priving millions of the care they need. We
will enact a uniquely Americz reform of the
‘health-care svstem to contro, costs and make
health care affordable; enszire quality and
choice of health-care providers; cover all
Americans regardless of pre-sxisting condi-
tions: squeeze out waste. Cireaucracy and
abuse; improve primary anc preventive care
including child immunizati:z and preven-
tion of diseases like tubercuic=is now becom-
ing rampant in our cities; p;:gjd® expanded
education on the relations.i, tween diet
- and health: expand access t: mental health

. treatment services; provic: a safety net

through support of public hespitals; provide
for the full range of reproductive choice —
education. counseling, acce:: to contracep-
tives and the right to a safe. iegal abortion;
expand medical research; ar. provide more
long-term care, including h:me health care.
We will make ending the epicemic in breast
cancer a major priority. z-d expand re-
productive health services zr.2 other special
health needs of women. We =231 be united in
declaring war on AIDS arZ HIV disease,
implement the recommende:ons of the Na-
" tional Commission on AID? 2nd fully fund
the Rvan White Care Act: provide targeted
and honest prevention car.zaigns: combat
HIV-related discriminaticz.: make drug
treatment available for all z2dicts who seek
it: guarantee access to quai:~ care; expand
clinical trials for treatmen:: and vaccines;
and speed up the FDA {F-od and Drug
Administration] drug apprcval process.
Fairness. Growth an¢ ¢quity work in
tandem. People should shz-e in society's
common costs according ¢ <heir ability 10
pay. In the last decade, mour.:ing paytoll and
other taxes have fallen dispr-portionately on
the middle class. We will elieve the tax
burden on middle-class Americans by forcing
the rich to pay their fair share. We will
“provide long-overdue tax rélief to families
m:th children. To broaden ¢pportunity. we
will support fair lending practices.
Energy efficiency and sustainable
development. We reject :ne Republican
myth that energy efficiency and environ-
mental ‘protection are enemies of economic

growth. We will make our economy more’

- efficient, using less energy. reducing our de-
.. Pendence on foreign oil, anc producing less
solid and toxic waste. We will adopt a coordi-
o 'Ntt_rd'transpormt.ion policv. with a strong

commitment to mass transit: encourage effi-

clent alternative-fueled vehicles; increase
_ our réliance on clean natural gas; promote
clean coal technology; invest in R&D [re-

.:ear'c.h and development] or renewable en-

"i'r&‘ sources; strengthen efiorts to prevent

fo ;nd water pollution; support incentives

T Omestlg oil and gas operzrions; and push

for revenue-neutral incentives that reward
conservation, prevent pollution and encour-
age recycling. '
Civil and equal rights. We don't have
an American to waste. Democrats will con-

tinue to lead the fight to ensure that no

Americans suffer discrimination or depriva-
tion of rights on the basis of race, gender,
language, national origin, religion, age, dis-
ability, sexual orientation or other charac-
teristics irrelevant to ability.- We support
ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment,
affirmative action, stronger protection of
voting rights for racial and ethnic minorities,
including language access to voting, and con-
tinued resistance to discriminatory English-
only pressure groups. We will reverse the
Bush administration’s assault on civil rights
enforcement, and instead work to rebuild
and vigorously use machinery for civil rights
enforcement; support comparable remedies
for women; aggressively prosecute hate
crimes; strengthen legal services for the poor;
deal with other nations in a way that Ameri-
cans of any origin do not become scapegoats
or victims of foreign policy disputes; provide
civil rights protection for gay men and lesbi-
ans and an end to Defense Department
discrimination; respect Native American cul-
ture and our treaty commitments; require
the United States government to recognize
its trustee obligations to the inhabitants of
Hawaii generally and to Native Hawaiians in
particular; and fully enforce the Americans
with Disability Act to enable people with
disabilities o achieve independence and
function at their highest possible level.

Commonwealth and territories.
We recognize the existing status of the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico and the strong
economic relationship between the people of
Puerto :Rico and the United States. We
pledge to support the right of the people of
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to choose
freely, and in concert with the U.S. Congress
their relationship with the United States,
either as an enhanced commonwealth, a state
or an independent nation.

We pledge to the people of American
Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Is-
lands and the Virgin Islands just and fair
treatment under federal policies, assisting
their economic and social development. We
respect their right and that of the people of
Palau to decide freely their future relation-
ship with the United States and ‘to be con-
sulted on issues and policies that directly
affect them.- :

11. Responsibility

Sixty years ago, Franklin Roosevelt gave

hope to a nation mired in the Great Depres-
sion. While government should promise ev-

ery American the opportunity to get ahead, it

was the people’s responsibility, he said, to’

make the most of that opportunity: “Faith in
America demands that we recognize the new
terms of the old social contract. In the
strength of great hope we must all shoulder
our common load.” -

For 12 years, the Republicans have ex- -

pected too little of our public institutions

SXYRIOFE AR
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and placed 100’ little faith in our people, We ’

offer a new social contract based neither on
callous, do-nothing Republican neglect nor
on an outdated faith in programs as the
solution tc every problem. We favor a third
way beyond the old approaches — to put
government back on the side of citizens who
play by the rules. We believe that by what it
says and how it conducts its business, gov-
ernment must once again make responsibil-
jtv an instrument of national purpose. Qur
future as & nation depends upon the daily
assumption of personal responsibility by mil-
lions of Americans from all walks of life — for
the religious faith they follow, the ethics thev
practice. the values they instill, the pride
they take in their work.
Strengthening the family. Govern-
ments don 't raise children, people do. People
who bring children into this world have a
responsibiiiiv to care for them and give them
values, muiivation and discipline. Children
should not nave children. We need a national
crackdowr: on deadbeat parents, an effective

* svstem of child-support enforcement nation-
wide and 2 svstematic effort to establish

paternity for every child. We must also make

it easier for parents to build strong families
through pav equity. Family and medical
leave will ensure that workers don’t have to
choose between family and work. We support
a family preservation program to reduce
child and zpuusal abuse by providing preven-
tive services and foster care to families in
crisis. We i2vor ensuring quality and afford-
able chila-care opportunities for working
parents. anc a fair and healthy start for every
child, including essential prenatal and well-
baby care. We support the needs of our
senior citizens for productive and healthy
lives, inclucing hunger prevention; income
adequacy. transportation access and abuse
prevention.

Welfare reform. Welfare shouild be a .

second charnice. not a way of life. We want to
break the cvcle of welfare by adhering to two
simple principles: No oné who is able to work
can stay un welfare forever, and no one who
works shouid live in poverty. We will con-

tinue to heip those who cannot help them--

selves. We will offer people on welfare a new
social contract. We'll invest in education and

- job training. and provide the child care and

health care they need to go to work and
achieve lonc-term self-sufficiency. We -will

give them the help they need to make the . -

transition 1rum welfare to work, and require
people whe can work togo to work within two
vears in available jobs eitherin the private
sector or in community dervice to meet un-
met need:. That will restore the covenant
that welfare was meant to be: a promise of

" temporary help for people-who have fallen on

hard times.,
" Choice. Democrats stand behind the

- right of every woman to-choose, consistent

with Roe :. Wade, regardless of ability to
pay, and support a national law to protect
that right. I is a fundamental constitutional
liberty that individual Americans — not gov-
ernment — can best take responsibility for
making the most difficult and intensely per-

sonal decizions regarding reproduction. The
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goal of our nation must be to make abortion
less necessary, not more difficult or more
dangerous. We pledge to support contracep-
tive research, family planning, comprehen-
sive family life education, and policies that
support healthy childbearing and enable

parents to care most effectively for their.

children.

Making schools work. Educauon isa
cooperative enterprise that can only succeed
if everyone accepts and exercises personal
responsibility. Students must stay in school
and do their best; parents must get involved
in their children’s education; teachers must
attain, maintain and demonstrate classroom
competency; school administrators must en-
force discipline and high st@ngards of educa-
tional attainment; governgeénts must end
the inequalities that create educational ghet-
tos among school districts and provide equal

-—< " “gducatisiial opportunity for all, and ensure

that teachers’ pay measures up to their deci-
sive role in children’s lives; and the American
people should recognize education as the
core of our economy, democracy and society.

Labor-management responsibil-

ities. The private sector is the engine of our .

economy and the main source of national
wealth. But it is not enough for those in the
private sector just to make as much money as
they can. The most irresponsible people in all
of the 1980s were those at the top of the
ladder, the inside traders, quick-buck artists
and S&L [savings and loans] kingpins who
looked out for themselves and not for the
country. America’s corporate leaders have a
responsibility to invest in their country.
CEOs .[chief executive officers}, who pay
themselves 100 times what thev pay the
average worker, shouldn’t get big raises unre-
lated to performance. If a company wants to
overpay its executives and underinvest in the
future or transfer jobs overseas, it shouldn't
get special treatment, and tax breaks from
the Treasury. Managers must work with em-
ployees to make the workplace safer, more
satisfying and more efficient.

Workers must also accept added respon-
sibilities in the new economy. In return for an

increased voice and a greater stake in the -
success of their enterprises, workers should -

be prepared to join in cooperative efforts to
increase productivity, flexibility and quality.
Government’s neutrality between labor and
management cannot mean neutrality about
the collective bargaining process, which has
been purposely crippled by Republican ad-
ministrations. Our economic growth depends
on processes, including collective bargaining,
that permit labor and management to work
together on their common interests, even as
they work out their conflicts.
Responsibility for . the environ-
meant. For ourselves and future generations,
we must protect our environment. We will
protect our old-growth forests, preserve criti-
cal habitats, provide a genuine “no net loss™
policy on wetlands, conserve the critical re-
sources of soil, water and air, oppose new
offshore oil dnllmg and mineral explorahon
and production in our nation’s many envi-
ronmentally critical areas, and address ocean
pollution by reducing oil and toxic waste

spills at sea. We believe America’s youth can
serve their country well through a civilian
conservation corps. To protect the public-
health, we will clean up the environmental

- horrors at federal facilities, insist that pri-

vate polluters clean up their toxic and haz-
ardous wastes, and vigorously prosecute
environmental criminals. We will oppose Re-

_ publican efforts to gut the Clean Air Act in

the guise of competitiveness. We will reduce
the volume of solid waste and encourage the
use of recycled materials while discouraging
excess packaging. To avoid the mistakes of
the past, we will actively support energy
efficiency, recyclmg and pollution-preven-
tion strategies.

Responsible government. Demo-
crats in 1992 intend to lead a revolution in
government, challenging it to act responsibly
and be accountable. starting with the hardest

and most urgent problems of the deficit and~
economic growth. Rather than™throwing

money at obsolete programs, we will elimi-
nate unnecessary lavers of management, cut
administrative costs, give people more
choices in the service they get and empower
them to make those choices. To foster greater
responsibility in government at every level,
we support giving greater flexibility to our
cities, counties and states in achieving fed-

" eral mandates and carrying out existing pro-

grams.

Responsnble officials. All branches of
government must live by the laws the rest of
us obey, determine their payv in an open
manner that builds public trust and elimi-
nate special privileges. People in public of-
fice need to be accessible to the people they
represent. It’s time to reform the campaign
finance system, to get big money out of our
politics and let the people back in. We must
limit overall campaign spending and limit
the disproportionate and excessive role of
PAC:s [political action committees). We need
new voter registration laws that expand the

. electorate, such as universal same-day reg-

istration, along with full political rights and
protections for public employees and new
regulations to ensure that the airwaves truly
help citizens make informed choices among
candidates and policies. And we need fair

. political representation for all sectors of our

country — including the District of Colum-
bia, which deserves and must get statehood
status.

IIL Restoring Coml-nunity

"The success of democracy in America

depends substantially on the strength of our -

community institutions: families and neigh-
borhoods, public schools, religious institu-
tions, charitable organizations, civic groups

and other voluntary associations. In these

social networks, the values and character of
our citizens are formed as we learn the habits

‘and skills of self-government and acquire an

understanding of our common rights and
responsibilities_as citizens.

Twelve years of Republican rule have
undermined the spirit of mutual dependence

- and obligation that binds us together. Repub-

lican leaders have urged Americans to

turn inward, to pursue private interests with.
out regard to public responsibilities. By play-
ing racial, ethnic and gender-based politics,
they have divided us against each other,

created an atmosphere of blame, denial anq -

fear. and undone the hard-fought battles for
equality and fairness.

QOur communities form a- vital “third
sector” that lies between government and the
marketplace. The wisdom, energy and re-

_ sources required to solve our problems are

not concentrated in Washington but can be

. found throughout our communities, includ-

ing America's nonprofit sector, which has
grown rapidly over the last decade. Govern-
ment's best role is to enable people and
communities to solve their own problems.

America’s special genius has been to
forge a community of shared values from
people of remarkable and diverse back-

.- grounds. As the party of inclusion, we take

special pride in our country’s emergence as
the world’s largest and most successful mul-
tiethnic, multiracial republic. We condemn
anti-Semitism. racism. homophobia, bigotry

and negative stéreotyping of all kinds. We "

must help all Americans understand the di-
versity of our cultural heritage. But it is also
essential that we preserve and pass on to our
children the common elements that hold this
mosaic together as we work to make our
country a land of freedom and opportunity
for all.

Both Republican neglect and traditional
spending programs have proven unequal to
these challenges. Democrats will pursue a
new course that stresses work. family and

- individual responsibility, and that empowers

Americans to liberate themselves from pov-

ertv and dependence. We pledge to bolster .

the institutions of civil societv and place a
new emphasis on civic enterprises that seek

" solutions to our nation’s problems. Through

common, cooperative efforts we can rebuild
our communities and transform our nation.

Combating crime and drugs. Crime

is a relentless danger to our communities.
Over the last ‘decade, crime has swept

through our country at an alarming rate. - '

During the 1980s, more than 200,000 Ameri-
cans were murdered, four times the number
who died in Vietnam. Violent crimes rose by
more than 16 percent since 1988 and nearly

“doubled since 1975. In our country today, a

murder is committed every 25 minutes, a
rape every six -minutest a burglary every 10

. seconds. The pervasive fear of crime disfig-
‘ures our pubhc life and dxmlmshes our free-

dom.

None suffer more than the poor: An .

explosive mixture of blighted prospects

drugs and exotic weaponry has turned many .

of our inner-city communities into combat

zones. As a result, crime is not only a svmp-

tom but also a major cause of the worsening
poverty and demoralization that afflicts in-
ner city communities.

To empower America’s communities,
Democrats pledge to restore government as
upholder of basic law and order for crime-
ravaged ¢ommunities. The simplest and
most direct way to restore order in our cities
is to put more police on the streets. America’s
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police are locked in an unequal struggle with

crime: Since 1951 the ratio of police officers
. 1o reported crimes has reversed, from 3-to-1
to 1-to-3. We will create a Police Corps, in
which participants will receive college aid in
return for several years of service after
graduation in a state or local police depart-
ment. As we shift people and resources from
defense to the civilian economy, we will cre
ate new jobe in law enforcement for those
Teaving the military.

We will expand_drug counseling and
treatment for those who need it, intensify
efforts to educate our children at the earliest
ages to the dangers of drug and alcohol
abuse, and curb demand from the street
corner to the penthouse suite, so that the
United States, with 5 percent of the world’s
population. no longer consumes 50 percent of
the world’s illegal drugs. ]

Community policﬁ;‘ﬂeighborhoods
and police should be.pattners in the war on
crime. Democrats support more community

_+._-___policing. which uses foot patrols and store-

front offices to make police officers visible
fixtures in urban neighborhoods. We will

combat street violence and emiphasize build- .
ing trust and solving the problems that breed .

crime. .

Firearms. It is time to shut down the
weapons bazaars in our citjes. We support a
reasonable waiting period o periit back-
ground checks for purchases of handguns, as
well as assault weapons controls to ban the
possession. sale, importation and manufac-
ture of the most deadly assault weapons. We
do not support efforts to restrict weapons
used for legitimate hunting and sporting pur-
poses. We will work for swift and certain
punishment of all people who violate the
country’s gun laws and for stronger sentences
for criminals who use guns. We will also seek
to shut down the black market for guns and
impose severe penalties on people who sell
guns to children. S

Pursuing all crime aggressively.
In contrast to the Republican policy of le-
niency toward white-bollar crime — which
breeds cynicism in poor communities about
the impartiality of our justice system —
Democrats will redouble efforts to ferret out

and punish those who betray the public trust,

rig financial markets, misuse their deposi-
tors’ money or swindle their customers.
Further initiativés. Democrats also
favor innovative sentencing and punishment
options. including community service and
boot camps for first-time offenders; tougher
penalties for rapists; victim-impact state-
ments and restitution to ensure that crime
victims will not be lost in the complexities of
the criminal justice system: and initiatives to
make our schools safe, including alternative
schools for disruptive children.
. Empowering the poor and expand-
ing the middle class. We must further the
new direction set in the Family Support Act
of 1988, away from subsistence and depen-
fiﬁn_ce and toward work, family and personal
initiative and responsibility. We advocate
slower phasing out of Medicaid and other
benefits 10 encourage work; special savings
accounts to help low-income families build

_assets; fair lending; an indexed minimum

wage; an expanded Job Corps; and an end to
welfare rules that encourage family breakup
and penalize individual initiative, such as the
$1,000 limit on personal savings.
Immigration. Our nation of immi-

grants has been invigorated repeatedly as .
new people, ideas and ways of life have be- -

come part of the American tapestry. Demo-
crats support immigration policies that pro-
mote fairness, non-discrimination and
family reunification and that reflect our con-
stitutional freedoms of speech, association
and travel. ’ ’
Housing. Safe, secure housing is essen-
tial to the institutions of community and
family. We support homeownership for
working families and will honor that commit-
ment through policies to encourage afford-
able mortgage credit. We must also confront
homelessness by renovating, preserving and
expanding the stock of affordable low-in-
come housing. We support tenant manage-
ment and ownership, so public housing resi-
dents can manage their own affairs and

_acquire property worth protecting.

National service. We will create new
opportunities for citizens to serve each other,
their communities and their country. By mo-
bilizing hundreds of thousands of volunteers,
national service will enhance the role of ordi-
nary citizens in solving unresolved commu-
nity problems. : ]

The arts. We believe in public support
for the arts, including a National Endow-
ment for the Arts that is free from political
manipulation and firmly rooted in the First
Amendment's freedom of expression guaran-
tee.

1V. Preserving Our National Security -

During the past four years. we have seen
the corrosive effect of foreign policies that
are rooted in the past, divorced from our
values, fearful of change and unable to meet
its challenges. Under President Bush, crises
have been managed rather than prevented;
dictators like Saddam Hussein have been
wooed rather than deterred: aggression by
the Serbian regime against its neighbors in

- what was Yugoslavia has been met by Ameri-

can timidity rather than toughness; human
rights abusers have been rewarded, not chal-

‘Jenged; the environment has been neglected, .
1ot protected; and America’s competitive
edge in the global economy has been dulled,

not honed. It is time for new American lead-
ership that can meet the challenges of a
changing world.

At the end of World War I, American
strength had defeated tyranny and American
ingenuity had overcome the Depression. Un-
der President [Harry S)] Truman, the United

- Gtates led the world into a new era, redefin- -
ing global security with bold approaches to -

tough challenges: containing mmunism

" with the NATO alliance and in Korea; build-

ing the peace through organizations such as
the United Nations; and advancing global
economic security through new multilateral
institutions. . U
Nearly a half century later, we stand at

“another pivotal point in history. The collapse
of communism does not mean the end of
danger of threats to our interests. But it does
pose an unprecedented opportunity to make
our future more secure and prosperous. Once
again, we must define a compelling vision for
global leadership at the dawn of a new era. -

V. Restructurihg Qur-Military Forces

We have not seen the end of violence.
aggression and the conflicts that can
threaten American interests and our hopes
for a more peaceful world. What the United
States needs is not the Bush administration’s
Cold War thinking on a smaller scale but a
comprehensive restructuring of the Ameri-
can military enterprise to meet the threats
that remain.

Military strength. America is the
world'e strongest military power, and we
must remain so. A post-Cold War restructur-

. ing of American forces will produce substan-

tial savings beyond those promised by the
Bush administration. but that restructuring
must be achieved without undermining our -
ability 1o meet future threats to our security.
A military structure for the 1990s and be-
vond must be built on four pillars: First. a
survivable nuclear force to deter any conceiv-
able threat as we reduce our nuclear arsenal:
through arms control negotiations and other
reciprocal action. Second, conventional
forces shifted toward projecting power wher-
ever our vital national interests are threat-
ened. Thiz means reducing the size of our
forces in Europe while meeting our obliga-
tions to NATO and strengthening our rapid
deployment capabilities to deal with new
threats 10 our securitv posed by renegade
dictators. terrorists. international drug trai-
fickers and the local armed conflicts that can
threaten the peace of entire regions. Thirc.
maintenance of the two qualities that make
America’s military the best in the world —
the superiority of our military personnel and
of our technology. These qualities are vital to
shortening any conflict and saving American
lives. Fourth, intelligence capabilities redi-
rected 10 develop far more sophisticated.
timelyv and accurate analyses of the economic
and political conditions that can_fuel new
conflicts. . .
Use of force. The United States must
be prepared to use military force decisively
when necessary to defend our vital interests.
The burdens of collective security in a new
era must be shared fairly, and we shouid
encourage  .multilateral peacekeeping
through the United Nations and other inter-
national efforts. ;
Preventing and containing con-
flict. American policy must be focused on
averting military threats as well as meeting
them. To halt the spread of nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction, we must lead a
renewed international effort to get tough .
with companies that ‘peddle nuclear and
chemical ‘warfare technologies. strengthen
the International Atomic Energy Agency and
enforce strong sanctions against govern-
ments that violate international restrainis. A
Comprehensive Test Ban would strengthen
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our ability to stop the spread of nuclear
weapons to other countries, which may be
our greatest future security threat. We must
press for strong international limits on the
dangerous and wasteful flow of conventional
arms to tioubled regions.'A U.S. troop pres-
ence should be maintained in Korea as long
as North Korea presents a threat to South
Korea. '

V1. Restoring America’s Economic
Leadership i

The United States cannot be strong
abroad if it is weak at home. Restoring Amer-
ica's global economic leadership must be-
come a central element of our national secu-
rity policies. The strength qf gations. once
defined in military terms.spd is measured
also by the skills of their workers. the imagi-

nation of their managers and the power of

their technologies.

Either we develop and pursue a national
plan for restoring our economy through a
partnership.of government, labor and busi-
ness, or we slip behind the nations that are
competing with us and growing. At stake are
American jobs, our standard of living and the
quality of life for ourselves and our children.

Economic strength — indeed our na-
tional security — is grounded on a healthy
domestic economy. But we cannot be strong
at home unless we are part of a vibrant and
- expanding global economy that recognizes
human rights and seeks to improve the living
standards of all the world's peonie. This is
vital to achieving good quality. high-paying
jobs for Americans. '

Trade. Our government must work to

expand trade while insisting that the conduct

of world trade is fair. It must fight to uphold
American interests — promoting exports,
expanding trade in agricultural and other
products, opening markets in major product
and service sectors with our principal com-
petitors, achieving reciprocal access. This
should include renewed authority to use
America’s trading leverage against the most
serious problems. The U.S. government also

must firmly enforce U.S. laws against unfair

trade. * : :

Trade agreements. Multilateral
trade agreements can advance our economic
interests by expanding the global economy.
Whether negotiating the North American
Free Trade Area (NAFTA) [agreement] or
completing the GATT [General Agreement

on Tariffs and Trade) negotiations. our gov-

ernment must assure that our legitrimate con-
cerns about environmental, - health and
safety, and labor standards are included.
Those American workers whose jobs are af-
fected must have the benefit of effective
adjustment assistance.-

VIL. Promoting Democracy

. Brave men and women — like the hero
who stood in front of a tank in Beijing and
the leader who stood on a tank in Moscow —
- are putting their lives on the line for democ-
racy around the world. But as the tide of
democracy rose in the former Soviet Union
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and in China. in ihe Baltics and South Africa,

only reluctantly did this administration.
abandon the status quo and embrace the -

fight for freedom. N

- Support for democracy serves our ideals
and our interests. A more democratic world
is a world that is more peaceful and more

stable. An American foreign policy of engage--

ment for democracy must effectively ad-
dress: :

Emerging democracies. Helping to
lead an international effort to assist the
emerging — and still fragile — democracies

in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet

Union build democratic institutions in free
market settings, demilitarize their societies
and integrate their economies into the world
trading system. Unlike the Bush administra-
tion, which waited too long to recognize the
new democratic governments in the Baltic
countries and the nations of the former So-
viet Union, we must act decisively with our

. to achieve enduring security for Israel and full

- peace for all parties in the region. The end of -

the Cold War does not alter America's deep
_interest in our longstanding special relation-
ship with Israel. based on shared values, a
mutual commitment to democracy and a stra-
tegic alliance that benefits both nations. The
United States must act effectively as an hon-
est broker in the peace process. It must not. as
has been the case with this administration,
encourage one side to believe that it will
deliver unilateral concessions from the other.
Jerusalem is the capital of the state of Israel
and should remain an undivided city accessi-

. ble 1o people of all faiths.

Human rights. Standing everywhere
for the rights of individuals and respect for
ethnic minorities against the repressive acts of

- governments -— against torture, political .

" imprisonment and all attacks on civilized-

standards of human freedom. This is a proud
tradition of the Democratic Party. which has

European allies to support freedo, dimin-——-stood forfreedom in South Africa and contin-

ish ethnic tensions. and oppose aggression in
the former communist countries, such as
Bosnia-Herzegovina. which are struggling to
make the transition from communism to
democracy. As change sweeps through the
Balkans, the United States must be sensitive
to the concerns of Greece regarding the use of
the name Macedonia. And in the post-Cold
War era, our foreign assistance programs in
Africa, the Caribbean. Latin America and
elsewhere should be targeted at helping de-
mocracies rather than tyrants.

Democracy Corps. Promoting demo-
cratic institutions by creating a Democracy
Corps to send American volunteers to coun-
tries that seek legal. financial and political
expertise to build democratic institutions.
and support groups like the National En-
dowment for Democracy and Asia Founda-
tion and others.

China trade terms. Conditioning of
favorable trade terms for China on respect
for human rights in China and Tibet, greater
market access for U.3. goods, and responsible
conduct on weapons proliferation.

- South Africa. Maintenance of state
and local sanctions against South Africa in
support of an investment code of conduct,
existing limits on deductibility of taxes paid
to South Africa and diplomatic pressure un-
til there is an irreversible, full and fair ac-
commodation with the black majority to cre-
ate a democratic government with full rights
for all its citizens. We deplore the continuing
violence, especially by Boipatong Township,

“and are concerned about the collapse of the

negotiations. The U.S. government should
consider reimposing federal sanctions. The
Democratic Party supports the creation of a
South African/American Enterprise Fund

that will provide a new interim government -

A

with the use of public and private funds to
help in the development of democracy in
South Africa. : o
Middle East peace. Support for the
peace process now under way in the Middle
East, rooted in the tradition of the Camp
David accords. Direct negotiations between
Israel, her Arab neighbors and Palestinians,
with no imposed solutions, are the only way

ues 1o resist oppression in Cuba. Our nation
should once again promote the principle of
sanctuary for politically oppressed people ev-
ervwhere, be theyv Haitian refugees, Soviet
Jews seeking U.S. help in their successful
absorption into lsraeli society.or Vietnamese

" fleeing communizm. Forcible return of any-
one fleeing political repression is a betraval of
American values. . .

Human needs. Support {or the struggle
against poverty and disease in the developing
world. including the heartbreaking famine in
Africa. We must not replace the East-West:
contlict with one between North and South. a
growing divide between the industrialized
and developing world. Our development pro-
grams must be re-examined and restructured
to assure that their benefits truly help those
most in need to help themselves. At stake are
the lives of millions of human beings wha live
in hunger. uprooted from their homes. too
often without hope. The United States should
work 10 establish a specific plan and timetable . -
for the elimination of world hunger.

Cyprus. A renewed commitment to
achieve a Cyprus settlement pursuant to the
United Nations resolutions. This goal must
now be restored to the diplomatic agenda of .
the United States.

Northern Ireland. In light of Ameri-
ca’s historic ties to the people of Great Brit--
ain and Ireland. and consistent with our
country’s commitment to peace. democracy
and human rights around the world, a more
active United States role in promoting peace
‘and political dialogue, to bring an end to the .
violence and achieve a negotiated solution in
Northern Ireland. T :

VIIL. Preserving the Gloi)al Environ-
ment ’

"As the threat of nuclear holocaust re-
cedes, the future of the Earth is challenged
by gathering environmental crises. As gov-
ernments around the world have sought the
path to concerted action, the Bush adminis- .
tration — despite its alleged foreign policy
expertise — has been more of an obstacle to
progress than a leader for change, practicing




" isolationism on an issue that affects us all. *
Democrats know we must act now to .save .

the health of the Earth and the health of
our children for generations to come.
Addressing global warming. The
United States must become a leader, not an
impediment, in the fight against global

" warming. We should join our European al-
lies in agreeing to limit carbon dioxide .

emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2000.
. Ozone depletion. The United States
must be a world leader in finding replace-
ments for CFCs [chlorofluorocarbons] and

other ozone-depleting substances.

Biodiversity. We must work actively
1o protect the planet's biodiversity and
preserve its forests. At the Rio Earth Sum-

mit, the Bush administration’s failure to -

negotiate a biodiversity treaty it could sign
was an abdication of international leader-
ship.
Developing nation§gWe must fash-
ion imaginative ways of engaging govern-

ments and business in the effort to encour- -
__ age developing nations to preserve their .

environmental heritage.

Population growth. Explosive popu-

lation growth must be controlled by working
closely with other industrialized and devel-
oping nations and private organizations to

fund greater family-planning efforts.

* * *

As a nation and as a people, we have
entered into a new era. The Republican presi-
dent and his advisers are rooted in Cold War
precepts and cannot think or act anew.
Through almost a half century of sacrifice,
constancy and strength, the American people
advanced democracy’s triumph in the Cold
War. Only new leadership that restores our
nation’s greatness at home can successfully
draw upon these same strengths of the Ameri-

-" can people to lead the world into a new era of

peace and freedom.

In recent years we have seen brave peo-
ple abroad face down tanks, defy coups and
risk exodus by boat on the high seas for a
chance at freedom and the kind of opportu-
nities we call the American dream. It is time

for Americané to fight against the decline of
those, same opportunities here at home.
Americans know that, in the end, we

- will all rise or fall together. To make our

society one again, Democrats will restore
America’s founding values of family, com-
munity and common purpose.

We believe in the American people.
We will challenge all Americans to give
something back to their country. And thev
will be enriched in return, for when indi-
viduals assume responsibility, they acquire
dignity. When people go to work, they re-
discover a pride that was lost. When absent
parents pay child support, they restore a
connection they and their children need.
When students work harder, they discover
they can learn as well as any on Earth.
When corporate managers put their work-
ers and long-term success ahead of short-
term gain, their companies do well and so
do they. When the leaders we elect assume
responsibility for America’s problems, we
will do what is right to move America for-
ward together. . ]
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