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What is Hands On DC?

Hands On DC is a concentrated, citywide effort to raise tuition 
scholarship money for low-income, college-bound District youth while 
improving the environment in and around EXT public schools.

Working side-by-side on Saturday, April 1st, volunteers will spend a day 
refurbishing run-down classrooms, planting new trees and shrubs around 
school buildings, and cleaning up neighborhoods around the public 
schools. Volunteers will raise pledge money from family members and 
friends to pay for tuition scholarships.

Hands On DC will bring together hundreds of volunteers from across the 
region - students and parents, lawyers and business executives, teachers 
and college students, government employees and religious leaders.

Where does the money go?

One hundred percent of the proceeds from the event will be donated to 
Funds for the Community's Future and the DC Partnership for 
Education, which provide low-income DC kids with tuition scholarships 
to two- and four-year colleges and universities, community colleges, or 
technical or professional schools.

Funds for the Community's Future enables students and residents in 
disadvantaged neigborhoods to work together to mentor youth and raise 
funds for their college scholarships. FCF matches the scholarship funds 
raised in communities and supplements those funds where necessary, 
affording many low-income students the opportunity of a college 
education.

DC Partnership for Education provides mentoring and college 
scholarships to low-income students in the DC public schools. By 
combining one-on-one mentoring and support with the promise of a 
college future, DC Partnership is giving at-risk students the hope and 
attention they need to succeed. Over fifty young professionals volunteer 
as mentors, tutors and friends to students in grades 8-12.

How can I get involved?

Hands On DC is looking for organizers, team leaders and team members. 
No matter how much time you have — we want you! Call Gina Schaefer 
at 202/319-1149 to join us.
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November 16,1994

Dear

You know they're out there -- students in disadvantaged neighborhoods 
who are struggling daily to do the right thing and get an education. But 
no matter how hard these teenagers work, finishing high school is often 
difficult and a college education seems impossible. These young people 
have dreams; they deserve a chance to tru y succeed. Our city needs new 
and creative approaches to address their hopes. Now, we have one.

Hands On DC is a concentrated, citywide effort to begin to fulfill the 
dreams of these diligent and hard-working students. Working side-by- 
side on Saturday, April 1st, Hands On DC volunteers - students and 
parents, lawyers and business executives, teachers and college students, 
government employees and religious leaders - will spend a day 
refurbishing run-down classrooms, planting new trees, and cleaning up 
the neighborhoods around DC public schools.

At the same time, volunteers will raise pledge money for tuition 
scholarships. This two-fold approach -- focused entirely on education — 
will help build a better future for young people in our community. One 
hundred percent of the proceeds from Hands On DC will be used to pay 
for college scholarships for low-income public school students.

Your seed money will ensure that this exciting, innovative project will be 
successful. In return for your donation, we'll send you a thank you note 
with our tax-deductible ID number acknowledging your contribution. 
We'll also send you information about how you, your family and your 
friends can get involved between now and April 1st.

With your help, we are going to make a real difference for dozens of kids 
in our community. These kids have done the hard part — they have beat 
the odds. As part of Hands On DC, we can help fu fill their dreams of a 
college education.

We hope you'll join us.

With best wishes,

Jacquelyn Davislifer S. CoKen 
Hands On DC Co-Chairs

^\| wuliL
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January 23, 1995 

Dear Friend;

Ycxi tnow they’re out there -- students in disadvantaged neighborhoods who are 
struggling daily to do the right thing and get an education. But no matter how hard 
these teenagers work, finishing high school is a challenge and a college education 
seems impo.ssible. TTiese young people have dreams; they deserve a chance to truly 
succeed.

How can you help? Get your organization involved in Hands On DC. Hands on 
DC is a citywide community .service work-a-thon to clean up our city’s public schools 
and raise college scholarship money for low-income District youth. Working side-by- 
side on April 1, 1V95, Hands On DC volunteers will spend the day refurbishing run­
down classrooms, painting over graffiti and cleaning up the neighborhoods around D(? 
public schools.

Hands On DC work-a-thon volunteers will raise pledge money for their work 
for college scholarships benefitiing low-income public high school students. This two­
fold ^proach - focused entirely on education - will help build a better future for our 
community’s youUi.

D.C.’s youtii need you to get involved! Sign-up your organization today for one 
or several tc.ims (each team consists of at least 7 volunteers). Fach organization 
should designate one conlaa person and then distribute tlic enclosed poster with the 
organization contact person. Call or write today and more information will follow. 
Call Gina Schaefer (319-1149) or mail us the "Organization Volunteer" form below.

With your help, wc are going to make a real difference for hundred.^ of students 
in our community, JOIN US!

Sincerely,

Jacquelyn Davis
Hands On DC Project Co-Chair
(202) 232-6151

.......... ........... —( cut and mail)----------
Organization Volunteer

Organization Name:_ 

Address; _______

Gina Schaefer 
Recruitment Chair 
(202) 319-1149

Phone/Fax;

Contact Nrnnc;
I of Vficu-Ai 1 :

Tb HAKJOS ON ^ ^TTHE
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INSTITUTE FOR FOOD AND DEVELOPMENT POLICY (Hunger) 
(IFDP) "

145 Ninth St. Phone: (415) 864-8555
San Francisco, CA 94103 Thomas Ambrogi, Exec.Dir.
Founded: 1975. Members: 20,000. Staff: 18. Budget: 51,200,000. Re­
search, documentation, and public educational center focusing on the social 
and economic causes of world hunger. Investigates the root causes of hunger 
and food problems in the U.S. and abroad. Believes that there is enough food 
in the world to adequately feed everyone, but that hunger results "when peo­
ple lack control over the resources they need to produce food.” Seeks to pro­
vide people with the information and material necessary to take back control 
of their food resources and attempts to "remove the obstacles to democratic 
control of resources - especially those now constructed by U.S. military, 
economic and corporate interventions.” Aims to transform the American 
economic system into a democratic order where all citizens can participate in 
planning for the well-being of others and everyone can benefit equitably from 
their labor. Works to cut through popular myths about hunger using radio and 
television, slide/tape shows, and publications. Seeks to find appropriate re­
sponses to world hunger. Helps people weigh alternative long-terrn strategies 
to end hunger and build networks of progressive groups worldwide by cori- 
tacting people in all parts of the world who are working to end hunger in their 
countries. Sponsors efforts to create social, economic, and political structures 
that ensure food security for all. Maintains private library and a speakers' bu­
reau. Telecommunications Services: Fax, (415)864-3909; toll-free num­
ber, (800)888-3314. Also Known As: Food First.
Publications: Food First Development Report, periodic. Intended for aca­
demics, policymakers, laypersons, civic activists, and specialists. Price: 524/ 
year for individuals; 534/year for institutions; S6/copy. ISSN: 0895-3090. 
Advertising: not accepted. • Food First News, quarterly. Membership 
activities newsletter. Provides calendar of events and research updates. 
Price: Included in membership dues. ISSN: 0749-9825. Circulation: 
20,000. Advertising: not accepted. • Also publishes books, pamphlets, ar­
ticles, and study guide; distributes audiovisual materials.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ASSOCIATIONS, 25th Edition -1991 ____ ^ag^06

national COMMITTEE FCr”wORLD FOOD DAY (Hunger) '

INTERFAITH ACTION FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE (Hunger)

110 Maryland Ave., N.E. Phone: (202) 543-2800
Washington, DC 20002 Arthur B. Keys, Jr., Exec. Officer
Founded: 1975. Staff; 10. Team of Washington-based staff from national 
religious agencies. Works for just and effective U.S. food, agriculture, health, 
human services, development, and economic policies. Provides information 
and recommendations. Telecommunications Services: Fax, (202)547- 
8107; toll-free number, (800)424-7292. Formerly: (1983) Interreligious 
Taskforce on U.S. Food Policy.
Publications: Interisith Action, 10/year. Newsletter reporting on the reli­
gious community's response to domestic and international issues concerning 
■ cverty and hunger. Covers U.S. policy in food and agriculture, health and hu- 

;an services, and development and economic policies. Notices of publications 
available. Price: SlO/year. ISSN: 8755-9404. Circulation: 5. Advertising: 
not accepted. • Interfaith Action for Economic Justice—Policy Notes, 20- 
30/year. Monograph series providing updates and analyses of federal legisla­
tion in areas such as agriculture, domestic human needs, development as- 
sistance, and economic policy, hunger, and poverty. Includes an article stating 
lAEJ's position and assessment on a given topic. Price: 512/year. 
Convention/Meeting: semiannual - always Washington, DC.

INTERNATIONAL FOOD POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

1776^Massachusetts Ave., N.W. Phone: (202) 862-5600

Washington, DC 20036 Dr, John W. Mellor, Dir.
Founded: 1975. Staff: 130. Budget: 512,000.000. Research center es­
tablished to analyze alternative national and international strategies and poli­
cies for meeting the food needs in developing countries with a view toward 
reducing hunger and malnutrition. Conducts policy research on the problems of 
food production, consumption, and trade in developing countries. Addresses 
issues of increasing sustainable food production and improving the equity of 
its distribution. Seeks to: develop new options for policymakers; assess the 
efficacy of existing policies; examine global food balance trends as they are 
affected by production growth rates, population increases, and rising incomes. 
Maintains library of 4300 research reports, 3000 monographs, and 175 pe­
riodical subscriptions. Funded by the Consultative Group on International Ag­
ricultural Research (see separate entry). Telecommunications Services: fax, 
(202)467-4439; telex, 440054. Programs: Agricultural Growth Linkages. 
Food Consumption and Nutrition Policy; Food Data Evaluation; Food Production 
Policy; International Food Trade and Food Security.
Publications; Annual Report. • IFPRI Report, quarterly. Newsletter reooriing 
on recent research, seminars, and upcoming oubiications of the IFPKl^No­
tices Of publications available. Price; Free. Circulation: 7000. •
Report and Abstract, 7 /year. • Also publishes brochures and other materials.

Convention/Meeting: periodic, with policy seminar.

WORLD HUNGER EDUCATION SERVICE (WHES) 
Tm^'^hSt NE. Phone:(202)269-1075
Washington DC 20017 Dr. Patricia L Kutzner, Exec.Dk.
^oun^de^d: 1976. Staff: 4. Budget: 590.000. Nonmembership. Studies US 
food policy. Third World development, and economic justice issues: operates 
400 volume library of books, reports, curriculum an^ ^;od,c^s of
governmental, intergovernmental, and private agencies. Convention/Meet 
ing: none.
Publications: Hunger Notes, bimonthly. Journal offering an mfcrmation ex- 
rhanoe on world hunger, domestic hunger, and economic deveiccment. Price. 
518/year for individuals; 545/year for institutions. IS^ 0740-1116. Cir­
culation: 500. • Aiso publishes Who's Involved with Hunger (organizations 
guide).

^ WORLD HUNGER YEAR (WHY)

abroad and to develop programs and polices :c Soonsc«

tistics; maintains speakers’ bureau. Programs; Hunger Hot -re Campaign- 
Hungerline. Projects: Food Policy.
Publications: Food Monitor, quarteny. Price; 518.
monthly. Price; Free. • Also publishes oar-cniey ahd educational matena

about food and hunger issues.

- Pager

hungef

1001 22nd St., N.W. Phone: (202) 653-2404
Washington, DC 20437 Patricia Young, Coordmator
Founded: 1981. Members: 400. Farm, consumer, industry, labor, church, 
youth, education, health, nutrition, and antipoverty advocacy groups; overseas 
relief and development organizations. Serves as a resource center to help 
people and organizations deal with food issues and policy options in the 
community the nation, and the world. Works with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (see separate entry. International Orga- 
naations), the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Agency for International 
Development to coordinate activities for World Food Day, an annual ob- 
servance. always Oct. 16, involving individuals in 158 countries who dem­
onstrate their commitment to ending hunger; also holds satelHte 
teleconference on this day. In the U.S.. groups are encouraged to use World 
Food Day as an organizing tool for year-round study and action, long-range 
planning, and broad networking in order to help develop a comprehensive na­
tional food farm and nutrition policy. Telecommunications Services: Fax, 
(202)653-5760. Convention/Meeting: none.
Publications: World Food Day Directory, periodic. • Also publishes materials 
for observance of World Food Day.

\
^^^Chuse«S^Ave”,”suite\ 10 Phone: (202) 543-9340

Washington. DC 20002
Founded: 1980. Members: 2200. Staff: 6. Budget: 5640,000. Local 
Groups: 160. Works to foster the political will to end world hunger. Seeks to 
instill the notion that individual contributions of effort and money will indeed 
make progress toward ending world hunger. Conducts grass roots citizen lob­
bying. Sponsors monthly issue study session to determine cbbying goals for 
use in letter writing campaigns '-ntended to make governmental representa­
tives aware of viable U.S. contributions toward abolishing world hunger. Con­
ducts monthly.conference call among members, hunger experts, leaders of in­
ternational organizations, and members of Congress. Maintains the Results 
Educational Fund and speakers' bureau. Results stands for Responsibility or 
Ending Starvation Using Legislation, Tnmtabbing and Support. Tele­
communications Services: Fax, (202)546-3228.
Publications: Entry Point, quarterly. Newsletter.
Convention/Meeting: annual conference.
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________ WORKING GROUP ON DOMESTIC HUNGER AND POVERTY

47Sside Dr., Rm. 572 Phone: (212) 870-2307

New York, NY 10115 EHen Lloyd, Dir
Founded-1975. Members: 20. Staff: 2. A project of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. (see separate entry). Denommaticns that 
are members or affiliates of the National Council of Churches. Aids in the or­
ganization of anti-hunger coalitions throughout the U.S. Organizes and ad­
ministers meetings of the ecumenical network. Maintains libra^ of boola and 
newsletters from projects and anti-hunger economists. Affiliated With. 
World Council of Churches.
Publications: DHP Exchange, semiannual. Newsletter. • Also publishes
Hunger Action Agenda and Rural Crisis Resource Kit.

Convention/Meeting: semiannual.
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U.S. HELSINKI WATCH COMMITTEE (Human Rights)

“iSS 5th Ave. (212) 840-9460
” New York NY 10017 'J®''' LsbeTi Exec.Dir.
" Founded: 1979. Members: 95. Staff: 8. U.S. citizens who seek to monitor 

domestic and international compliance with the human rights provisions of the 
' 1975 Helsinki Final Act. Commissions reports; holds briefings and discussions 
' with government officials and private citizens: organizes meetings, recep- 
- tens, and conferences. Participates in demonstrations:^ issues press releases 

and public statements: sends letters to government officials and newspapers. 
Maintains contact with Helsinki monitoring groups in Eastern and Western tu- 
rope. Affiliated With: Americas Watch: Fund for Free Expression; Interna­
tional Helsinki Federation for Human Rights.

; Publications: Report, periodic. Provides information on countries that signed ! 
' the Helsinki Accords. Advertising: not accepted. i
,, Convention/Meeting: annual - usually February or March.

END HUNGER NETWORK (EHN) . ' ^ ■
222 N. S^erly Dr. Phone: (213) 273-3179
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 - - Jerry Michaud, Exec.Dir.
Founded: 1982. Staff: 3. Budget: $235,000. Nonmembership. Seeks to 
end world hunger. Purposes are to: involve the media and entertainment in­
dustry in efforts to end world hunger; educate the public on world hunger is­
sues; create resources and support for hunger organizations: act as a catalyst 
both for individual and combined community action. Works to develop coa­
litions of agencies, businesses, educators, service groups, and government to 
produce media events, programs, and audiovisual materials. Is nonpartisan 
and nonsectarian. Offers video production services. Coordinates U.S. Pres­
idential End Hunger Awards. Operates Prime Time to End Hunger Program, 
whereby prime time T.V. shows air episodes about hunger and homelessness. 
Computerized Services: Data base of private voluntary organizations working 
on relief and development. Teiecommunications Services: Fax, (213)273- 
2476. Committees: Entertainment Industry; Events. Affiliated With: In- 
terAction/American Council for Voluntary International Action; National 
Committee for World Food Day. Formerty: (1983) Action Support Center for 
Ending Hunger.
Convention/Meeting; 3 board meetings/year.

FRUITION PROJECT (Hunger) (FP)PO.'^TSIOO Phone:(408)458-3365
Santa Cruz, CA 95063 V. Orgel, Sec.
Founded: 1979. Budget Less than $25,000. Local Groups: 1. Promotes 
community food-tree nurseries and public access fruit and nut trees and 
bushes to be planted in parks, schoolyards, all public lands, and private yards. 
Holds workshops. Operates 150 volume library on fruit and nut tree culture: 
maintains listing of public-access food tree planting groups and individuals. 
Conducts specialized education on establishing local food tree nurseries. 
Formerly: (1981) The Plan. Convention/Meeting: none.

THE HUNGER PROJECT (THP)
One'RScfSbn Ave., 8A Phone:(212)532-4255
New York, NY 10010 v . Joan Holmes, Exec.Dir.
Founded: 1977. Educational organization working to eliminate world hunger 
by the year 2000. Seeks to inform the public about the worldwide problem of 
hunger and starvation. Encourages involvement in helping to eradicate hunger 
and starvation. Conducts educational courses and workshops: presents doc­
umentary films and videotapes. Sponsors activities in 22 countries. Maintains 
1200 volume library. Affiliated With: InterAction/American Council for 
Voluntary International Action. '
Publications: A Shift in the Wind, periodic. Newspaper. • African Farmer (in 
English and French), periodic. Magazine. • Annual Arturo Tanco Memorial 
Lecture. • Hunger Action Forum, monthly. Newsletter. • The Hunger Project 
Papers, periodic. • World Development Forum, biweekly. Newslener. • Also 
publishes Ending Hunger: An Idea Whose Time Has Come (book) and assorted 
informational material. .-.y. ..’....i ! - . . .
Convention/Meeting: periodic conference.

IN OUR OWN WAY (Hungw) aOOW) ■ ' i ’
SlTl^t., N.W., Suite 910 ' ■ Phone: (202) 783-8577
Washington, DC 20005 - " Jane Threatt, Pres.'
Founded: 1982. Budget: $100,000. Nonmembership. Private organization 
dedicated to forging effective Finks between grass roots leaders, 
policymakers, and resource organizations for community progress in the battle 
against hunger in America. Seeks to develop the skiils of emerging communit/ 
leaoers: promotes collaborative exchange between resource seekers and re­
source providers to help alleviate hunger. Bestows awards. Convention/ 
Meeting: none.
Publications: In Our Own Way—Newsbrief, quarterly. Newsletter. Adver­
tising: not accented. • Also puciished Appalachian Report: Rural Women and 
the Economics of Hunger.
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Catholic
Charities
USA

FAX
1731 King Street. Suite 200 • Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

Phone; (703) 549-1390 • Fax: (703) 549-1656

Date: ■M ame; 30
Number of pages, including this one;

To (name and organization): ^ C H ^

Fax number: ^Cg ~ lt> ^X<k

From (name and title): LoOC_^

Phone: (703)549-1390,Ext.

Catholic Charities USA is the nation s largest, private network of service 
organizations. Some 1,400 agencies and institutions, as well as concerned indi­
viduals. aim to reduce poverty, support families, and empower communities in
the United States-
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David Minge (D-2-MN) ''
Earl Hilliard P-7-AL) ’
Earl Pomeroy (D-At Large-ND) .
Tim Holden (D-^PA)^
Cynthia McKinney (D-ll-GA) ;
Scotty Baeslex (I>6-KV) * - .
Karen Thniznan (D-5-FL) “
Sanford Bishop (D-2-GA) •- 
Bennie Thompson (D-2-MS)
Sam Farr (D-17-CA)
Ed Pastor (D-2-A2)
John BakUtcd -----------------

• Members of the Subcommittee on Department Operanons, NutritiDa and Foreign 
Agriculture; Chaimian: Bill Emerson (R-8>MO)

House Ways and Means Committee
Rrpubliams
Bill Archer, Chairman (R-7-TX)
Philip Crane (R-8-IL)------- -
BiU Thomas (R-21-CA) —
Z. CUj Cl-iaw (R-22-FL) *
Nancy Johnson (R-6-CT) -—
Jim Bunniiig (R-4-KY) ---------
AMo Houghton (R-31-NY)
Wally Merger (P--‘’-CA}
Jim McCrery (R-5-LA) •------.
Mel Hancock (R-7*MO)
Dave Can^j (R-4-MI) •
Jim Ramstad (R-3-MN)
Dick Zimmer (R-12-NJ)
Jim Nusfile (R*Z>LA) *--------
Sam Johnson (R>3>TX)
JermiW Dunn (R-o-WA) *
Mac CoUins (R-3-GA) * - 
Rob Ponznan (R-2-OH)
Fhfl English (R-21-PA) *
John Ensign (R-l-NV) •
Jon Christensen (R>2>NE)
Donocnts
Sam Gibbons, RaxUdng Minazity Member (D^ll-FL)
Charles Rangel (D>15*NY) *
Pete Stark (D-13-CA) *
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Andrew Jacobs P-IO-IN)-—
Harold Ford (D-9-TNJ * Ranking Minor icy Member Subconanitcee 
Roben Matsui p-5-CA)
Barbara Kenneily (D-l-CT) *-------
William Coyne (D-14-PA)
Sander Levin (D>12-MI) *
Beniamin Cardin. (D'3>MD)-----
Jim McDermott (D-7-WA)
Gerald Kleczka (D-4-W1)
John Lewis (D-S-GA)
Lewis Payne P-5-VA)
Richard Neal P-2-MA)

• Members of Subcommittee on Human Resources; Chairman: E. Qay Shaw (R-22-FL)

House Budget Committee

Republicans
John Kasich. Chairman (R-12-OH) 
David Hobson (R-7-OH)
Bob Walker (R-16-PA)
JimKolbe CR-5-AZ)
Chris Shays (R*4C*n 
Wally Herger (R-2-CA)
Jim Bunning (R-4-KY)
Lamar Smith (R-21-TX)
Wayne Allard (R-4-C0)
Dan Miller (R-13-FL)
Rick Lazio (R>2-NY)
Bob Franks (R-7-NJ)
Nick Smith (R-7-MI)
Bob Inglis (R-«>SQ 
Martin Hoke (R-IO-OH)
Susan Molinaii (R-13-NY)
Jim Nussle (R>2-LA)
Peter Hoeksitra (R-2-1^)
Steve Largent (R^l-OK)
Sue Myrick (R-9-NC)
Sam Brownback (R>2-KS)
John Shadegg (R-4-AZ)
George Radanovicch (R-19-CA)
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HolpXoninimee Rostsps
(27 RepubBcana; 22 Damoents)

Rapubnettiy«abm
Paf Rotafti. Kan., chaiiman 
Bdi Emaiaon, Ma 
Sieve Gundeiaavv Wls.

- Larry Cornbast. Teios 
Vtfayne AUard. Cola 
BiU Barreo. Neb.

-John A. Boeimer. Ohio 
Thomas W. Ewing, m.
John T.Doonito. Calif.
RobeiT W. vb.
Richard W. Pombo, Calit. 
Charles T. Canady. Ra.
Nick Smwi. Mien.
Terry Everao, Ala.
Prank O. Lucas, OUa.
Ron Lewis, Ky.
Richard H. Baker, La. 
Michael 0. Crape, Idaho 
Kan Catvart, Calif.
* Halan Chano—di. Idaho 
•JohnHesiofilar.lnd.
* Ed Bryant, Tann.
■Tom Latham, leva 
■Wee Cooley, Ora.
■ Mark Relay,
* Saxby ChambBaa, Ga. 
■Ray LaHood, in.

Democratic Uenbara
E WftehGent'fem taMig
George E. Brown Jr„ Calif. 
Charlie Rose. N.C.

^Charles W. Slenholm,
Harold L Volkmer, Mo.
Tim Johnson, S.D.
Gary A. Condk. Calif.
Collin C. Peterson, Minn.
Cal Dooley. Calif.
Eva aayton. N.C.
David Minga, Minn.
Eah F. HilHard,Ala.
Eart Pomeroy. N.D.
Tim Holden, Pa.
Cyntnia A. McKinney, Ga. 
SoottyBaesiar, Ky.
Karen L Thurman. Fla.
Sanford Bishop, Ga.
Bennie Thompson. Miss.
Sam Farr. Calif.
Ed Pastor, Arte.
•John Baldacel, Maine

VhfBSri
(21 fiepubSeanK'lSDernaam

RepuhllcanHambafs

Philip M. Crane, 111 
BB Thomas. Calir.
E Clay Shaw jr,Fta.
Nan^L Johnson. Conn.
Jim Buimln^ Ky,
^ Houghton. N.Y 
pValijr herger. uaill.

Jim MoCr^, La.
Mel Hffiioadc. Mo.
Dave Camp, Mich.
Jim Ramsted. Minn. 
OlekZIaimar, NJ.
Jim Nuasle, lows 

' Sam Jehnaon, Texas 
Jennifer Dunn, Wlaah. 
Mae Collins, Os.
Rob Peronsn. Ohio 
•PhMEngllsli,Pe. 
*JohnEiisign,NsK. 
*JonChr1stsnssn,Nsb.

Sam ki Guam. Ra..«,g 
GhmtesaRangBLN.Y.
Pete Sartt. Calif. 
AndmeJacobs Jr.. IrxL 
Hamid E Fort. Tam.
RcbSdT Mmul. Calif.
BaJ«aKamelly,Conn.
WIBamxCeyna,Pa.
Sander kLlavn, Midi. 
Benjamin L Cardin, Md.
Jim MeOermotL Wrth 
Gerald D-Klaeda. Wo. 
JohnLeMa.Ga.
LewiaR Payne Jr., va.
Richard E Neal, Mas.

Ecomilc nid Educatloinl dpptrtmitln
(24 RapuHScaps; 19 Demooais)

Republican Mambars 
Bn Gooding,'Pa...chairmafi 
Tom Pert, Wla.
Marge Roukerra, NJ.
Slave Gundersen. Wb.
Harris W. Fawefl, 10.
Cass Ballenger. N.C.
Bin Barras. Neb.
Randy ‘Ouka* Cuwingham, Calif. 
PetarHoaloBiLMidL 
Howmd P. ■Sbek* McKaon, Calif. 
Michael N. Carta. OaL 
James H,Tilaiit, Ua
■ Undaay Graham, S.C. 
*DsvaWaldoii,Ra.
■ Davu Funderburk, N.C.
• DevW M. MdfrtHti, Ind. 
•MarfcESoudar,lnd.
■ Frank Rlgga, CallL 
Jan Mayara, Kan.
James C. Grasnwogd. Pa.

- Sam Johnson, Texas 
Joe Knoilenbarg. Mich.
Tim Hutchtnaoii.Ark.

Oamecradc Hsmbera
Wmam L Clay, Mo., nnirtg' 
George Mllar. Can.
Dais E Mldae. Mich.
Pat Winiama, Mom.
Matthew G. Martinez. Calif. 
Major R. Owens. N.Y 

^Toffl Saneyar, Ohio 
Donald M. Payne. NJ.
Patsy T. Mink, Hewaa 
Roben E Andrews, N j.
Jack Reed. R.I.
T7m Roemer. Ind. 
EnolLEngeLN.Y 
Xavier Becerra. Calif.
Robert C. Scott Vb.

—Gene Green, Texas 
Lynn Woolsay, Calit.
Carlas Romero-Barcalo. P.R 
MSI Reyneids, HI.



RAT J.Y AND PRESS CONFERENCE
CongrtfiS of tfje fHnitcb States

i|)ou£!c of Eepres^entatibesi 
Wasljington, BC 20515

WILL CONGRESS PRODUCE MORE HUNGRY

CHILDREN?

ISSXJEl For nearly fifty years Congress has shown a bipartisan 

commitment to alleviate the worst of human suffering in our nation, 
especially hunger. Now radical new proposals could end this 
commitment. If adopted they will weaken every U.S. nutrition program 
— jeopardizing school lunches for young children, hot meals for the 
elderly, and nutritional supplements for infants.

WHY THIS EVENT: Time is very precious. Fast moving 

proposals to convert successful federal nutrition programs into state block 
grants will result in deep funding cuts -- nearly $31 billion in the next 
five years. Comparatively little noise has been made about these 
proposals, probably because they are moving at lightning speed. The 
rally will serve as an important message to supporters of the block grant 
proposals that we truly believe our nation’s nutrition programs are cost- 
effective and target the needy and hungry.

WHERE AND WHEN: On the Capitol Triangle, Thursday, 
February 23, at 1:00 p.m. More than ever before, we need a massive 
turnout. Skip work, take a long lunch, or convince your boss of our 
need for you to be present. Please do whatever it takes to be there.

WHO WILL SPEAK: Several Members of Congress, Rob 

Fersh of FRAC, David Beckmann of Bread for the World, Sister 
Christine Vladimiroff of Second Harvest, Rev. Fred Kammer of Catholic 
Charities USA, and (3 or 4 more major hunger fighters).

BE THERE ! SHOW THAT YOU

CARE !
Contacts: John Morrill 225-6465, Jennifer Coken 547-7022, Ellen Teller 

986-2200, Chuck Woolery 301-738-7122, Joann Carter 543-9340
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THE NEW YORK TIMES INMIIUHIMI. MONDAY. FEBRUARY 13, 1995

CHECKLIST

Enacting the Contract With America

KEY / Fully enacted

. Awaiting President's signature 
■ Legislation passed one house 
• In committee 
c No action taken

CONGRESSIONAL REFORMS

/ Subject Congress to the same labor laws that 
govern private employment.
STATUS Passed. President signed on Jan. 23.

/ Committee and staff reductions.
STATUS Passed House Jan. 4. No further action 
needed.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT

Balanced-budget constitutional amendment. 
STATUS Passed House 300-132, Jan. 26 '
Senate debate continues.

Presidential line-item veto
STATUS Passed House 294-134, Fee. 6. In
Senate committees.

TAKING BACK OUR STREETS ACT

Require convicted offenders to pay full 
restitution to their victims for damages resulting 
from their crimes.
STATUS Passed House 431-0, Feb 7.

Permit the use during Federal trials of evidence 
that law enforcement officers obtained without a 
search warrant if they believed they .vere acting 
in compliance with the Constitution.
STATUS Passed House 289-142, Feb 8

Restrict the ability of state prisoners to appeal 
convictions.
STATUS Passed House 297-132, Feb. 8

Provide S10.5 billion for prison construction. 
STATUS Passed House 265-156. Fee 10

Streamline deportation of criminal aliens. 
STATUS Passed House 380-20. Feb. 10.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT

• Restructuring of Welfare
STATUS House committees nave held hearings. 
A House Ways and Means subcommittee w,!l 
begin voting on the Republican, plan next week.

FAMILY REINFORCEMENT ACT

• Tax breaks for child acccticn; tax crecit for care 
of elderly cecendents: Increase penalties for 
child pornegrapny.
STATUS House Ways and .Means Ccm.mittee 
held hearings In January on tax breaks for 
adoption and elderly care.

AMERICAN DREAM RESTORATION ACT

S500-per-child tax credit; begin repeal of the 
marriage penalty in the tax ccce; expand I.P.. 
savings accounts.
STATUS No action.

NATIONAL SECURITY RESTORATION ACT

o Limit use of United States troops m United 
Nations .missions under foreign command; 
rapidly develop a system to defend the Unitec 
States against a ballistic missile attack: 
establisn a bipartisan commission to assess 
military i-eadiness.
STATUS House will begin debate next week.

SENIOR CITIZEN FAIRNESS ACT

o Raise Social Security earnings limit: repeal 
1993 increase in amount of benefits subject tc 
income tax.
STATUS No action.

JOB CREATION AND WAGE ENHANCEMENT ACT

• Reduce capital gains tax
STATUS House Ways and Means Committee 
hearings last month.

Make it harder for Congress to impose 
requirements on states and cities without 
providing Federal money to pay for then. 
STATUS Passed Senate 86-10, Jan. 27. Passe: 
House 360-74, Feb. 1 In Heuse/Senate 
conference to resolve differences.

REGULATORY REFORM

• STATUS Action in various House commiittees. 
The Governmental Reform and Oversight 
Committee is working on proposals to ‘reeze 
Federal regulations. The Commerce Committee 
and Science Committee have approved 
oropcsals requiring cost-benefit analysis of 
health, safety and environmental 'equrements

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT

• STATUS Passed Senate and House 
Com,mittees.

COMMON SENSE LEGAL REFORM ACT

Make losers pay the winners' legal fees in 
certain Federal court cases: place reascnacie 
limits on punitive damages: reform, preCue; 
liability laws.
STATUS Nc action

CITIZEN LEGISLATURE ACT

Ccnstitjticna: am,encm;en.t tc limit ter.m.s n 
Ccngress.onai office.
STATUS Senate Jijcicarv Ccmm.ittse acc^cve: 
a crcccsec amencm.ent to kmn memoers c: 
Congress :c i2 /ears .n eacn House



Information Network

Info the Fellows Need:

Amy

Vaniia

Melissa

Main thing; nutrition programs

• nutrition programs, evaluations of nutrition programs
• EFNEP (a USDA nutrition program)

Main thing: housing

• low income/affordable housing projects
• home financing
• community building in neighborhoods
• home owner tax adjustments
• building, developing, constructing techniques
• examples or techniques of resident/community involvement in development 

projects
• public markets
• FlUD news - beyond Wall Street Journal & New York Times 

Main thing: birth defects

• info on access to care
• birth defects (prevention, research and legislation)
• infant mortality issues

Dionne Main thing: immigration

• grant opportunities for programs that deal with immigrants. Key words: 
immigrant, migrant, refugee(s), asylees, aliens (legal or otherwise), citizen, 
and citizenship.

• info on money dealing with community tensions linked to any of the groups 
mentioned above

• Dionne is working on a proposal for projects under the title "A National 
Conversation on American Pluralism and Identity."

• creative ways to link the problems of immigrants, refugees and asylees to 
grants

• info about immigrants from bills, acts, new laws, hearings, meetings, 
conferences, etc.



• anything that might cause people to suddenly move from one country to 
another (especially if it involves the U.S.). such as the skirmish between 
Peru and Ecuador.

• Dionne already gets news from the Washington Post, NY Times, Christian 
Science Monitor. Federal Register and Congressional Monitor, so any info 
you have would need to come from a more unusual source.

• Dionne would like an agency statement from each of our placements (if 
they have one) on their position on immigration and immigrants (legal or 
not). Include names of interesting people with whom she could get in touch 
later.

Dorothy Main thing: WIC and nutrition

• WIC info and food programs within the farm bill
• welfare reform
• hunger among the elderly
• immigration stuff (like how the Contract With America will affect 

immigration)

Heidi

Lisa D.

Main thing: Indian Affairs

• guidelines for writing regulations
• basic nutrition info, such as a curriculum that teaches people about nutrition
• video production techniques
• marketing techniques

Main thing: children and The Convention of the Rights of the Child

Jim

welfare reform 
early childhood education 
food and nutrition 
child care
jobs and Job training for parents 
block grants 
foreign aid reform
aspects of foreign aid that relate to hunger, such as child survival, micro­
enterprise, and land mines (ouch!) 
child abuse and impact of violence in the U.S. 
after school programs (alcohol/drug prevention and teen pregnancy 
prevention)
tips on upcoming meetings about any of the above would be helpful

Main thing: foreign aid, countries in crisis

• foreign aid, legislation about foreign aid
• world economics and how it affects poverty
• hunger due to human causes, e.g., war, corruption, etc.
• need examples/stories of foreign aid programs that have worked well



Info the Fellows Can Offer:

Amy

Vanna

Melissa

Dionne

Dorothy

Heidi

Lisa D.

Scooter

Jim

• help with the grant process

• housing issues

Basically, any info you'd need on the health of women and children. 
Medicaid, genetic research, birth defects, folic acid, neural tube defects 
(e.g., spina bifida), the maternal and child health block grant, the National 
Health Service Corps, infant mortality. Health and Human Services, 
pregnancy, SIDS, prenatal care, access to health care, nutrition block 
grants, women’s health, AIDS (as it affects women and infants), the Center 
for Disease Control, public health issues and immunization.
Budget info, taxation, and postal issues as they relate to non-profits, 
help with organizing your closet or work space

• immigration info

• education info (as it relates to hunger, but can help with other topics as 
well)

• Dorothy tracks hearings, so can get her hands on summaries of hearings if 
needed

• health care info
• children with disabilities
• teen pregnancy
• most up-to-date info on Socks the Cat’s feeding schedule

• WIC
• American Indian issues
• USDA special nutrition programs
• commodities program
• school breakfast and lunch programs
• micro-brewing

• national and international child programs
• artwork

• layout for newsletters, publications, and other printed materials (Scooter 
used to teach layout techniques)

foreign aid
all the acronyms relating to international organizations you’d ever run 
across (including PVO’s and NGO’s)
help with photography (taking shots as well as picking out shots for a 
publication)

Updated 2-17-95
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MEMO

TO
FR
DT
RE

Hunger Fellows 
Max and Roberta 
February 17
Friday’s Development Days

We want these days to further the goal of the program in training you to be leaders in the 
anti-hunger movement. We also want them to accon^)hsh the goal most of you identified 
in January of keeping in touch and having time together, despite the hectic of DC.

The process of deciding^your needs and desires for these days has been an involved one 
but one that will hopefully bring us closer to the goals. These days and the process is 
completely yours. Rather than orchestrating them, we hope simply to facihtate your 
organization and coordination of the process. This is hopefully the last Friday that the 
Hunger Center is solely responsible for. Each of you will be responsible for a couple of 
these days.

Responsibilities for Fridays include;

1) Plan the agenda fi'om 12:00-5:00, including check-ins at the beginning and discussion 
and evaluation at the end.

2) Find site and arrange for room.

3) Invite and then confirm speakers.

4) Give agenda, speakers' bios and other relevant information to Scooter by the Tuesday 
before to be included in the update fax.

5) Host the day — provide introductions, meet people, etc.

6) Draft thank you letters and give to CHC within one week of the day.

Thank you for all of your effort and we hope that this will satisfy the goals of this 
component of the program, increase the excitement regarding them and just generally 
mean we are all happy campers.



"//p

MICKEY LELAND HUNGER FELLOWS FUNDRAISING

WHAT WOULD WE SPEND MONEY ON?
-As this list lengthens so does the connection to reahty

1. Expenses to travel to recruit/interview potential MLHFs.
2. Food for group lunch/speaking engagements.
3. The usage of an acceptable meeting room for Fridays. Perhaps a room could be 
donated.
4. Group discounted outings: plays, speeches, conferences, etc.
5. MLHF stationary
6. MLHF retreats.
7. MLHF group travels (similar to Wliite House Fellows trips).
8. MLHF office space.
9. Movement away from VISTA funding.
10. MLHF DC housing.
11. MLHF sponsored projects.
12. MLHF "Find your imaginal self' 2 hour infommercial.

"'2-

HOW DO WE GET THIS MONEY?
From less grand to most grand

1. Tin foil drive.
2. Dead DC rat recycling.
3. Happy hours at bars. Bar collects $2-5 for us from every patron, we spread the word.
4. Entire nights at bars with same modus operaiidi.
5. Art openings same style.
6. Apply for apphcable grants, stressing all of the MLHF unique strengths.
7. Speakers at patron's NW house, invite rich people and hit them up, charge for a dinner 
/speaking charity deal.
8. Rent out bar, or have one donated, and have $20-50 all night, open bar, band, semi- 
formal charity deal.
9. Rent out, have donated, ball room same deal as 7.
10. Have fundraiser speaker $50-250/ plate dinner at ballroom, country club, etc.
11. Find connection with radio station for fundraiser.
12. Sell professional comiection relationship to corporation which spends a lot of S on 
recruiting young, quahty employees.
13. Get a deal like City Year/ Tunberland in which we offer hot, young up-and-comers for 
PR in exchange for cold, hard cash.

WHY SHOULD ANYONE GfVE US MONEY?
Aspects of MLHF program worth bragging about

1. The benefits of hunger leadership development.



A. We are creating a life-long resource to fight hunger.
B. We are changing the outlook of the MLHFs— hrqjressive future leaders— to be 
socially conscious.

2. MLHF program offers great benefits to field placement communities (QED, list of all 
our accomphshments in the field).
3. MLHF program offers capacity building benefits to worthy hunger fighting 
organizations. (QED hst of all our soon-to-be accomphshments in DC)
4. MLHFs placements assures that the voice of the hungry is heard in different levels of 
government.



ISSUES THE Bellows would uke to discuss for Friday
DEVELOPMENT DAYS

Please rank the following from 0*5. 5 meaning: gotta' have a panel/discussion on this, 0 
meaning: please don't make me sit through two hours of this. Put a ? by things that you don't 
know enough info about to decide if we should have a Friday session on it. We will discuss the 
?able ones on Friday. The topics are loosely gathered because I got feedback that it would be 
more helpful to think of topics listed according to some overall themes. Many of these topics 
obviously fit in fnore than one place. If you are one of the few who got one of the original list 
of topics (before I received the excellent suggestion to group these by general subject matter) 
and have already filled out your preference for topics, you can just fax that to me. You don't 
need to fill out another one.

ECONOMICS
• 49 Economics: general theories behind the prevailing Democratic/Republican perspectives, 

such as trickle down and trickle up economics , CAk ,
48 discussion on minimum wage

• 47 economics panel on poverty

POUTICIANS/PEOPLE WHO KNOW ABOUT POUTICS/HOW POUTICS 
WORKS
48 Dialogue with people who can give us an insider's view of Congress 
,47 Enlightening info on the farm bill and on USDA, HUD, and HHS 
45 Need more info about Congress. How is their schedule set up for the year? What do the 
different officers, like the majority whip do?

• 45 /l?Goveming bodies interrelation : Mayor Barry or Sharon Pratt Kelly, Mayor of a VA 
city. Governor of VA, VA Senator, VA Representative. (All of these could be said of MD 
instead.) How do these offices relate? affect each other? Also what brings them together which 
could help them and their state. VA Senator Thomas Davis? or David Thomas? has already 
said he wants to work with Barry.
34 Attend relevant Capital hearings 
33/1? a powet web of Washington , . ^ .

75 Gene DewCy 
61 Newt

>^58/1? Panel with Mark Hatfiel Oregon Senator Republican has held strong on hunger 
issues for years. Ranking meml^r on Appropriations and other political leadersCjY 
52 Meeting with Tony Hall ^
44 Mayor Marion Barry
31 /l?Someone from the White House
31 Jim Schieble, Ex-mayor St Paul's Minneapolis
31/1? Former DC Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly

HOUSING
45 Housing and HUD: organizing a panel; Cisneros: Secretary of HUD, Cuomo??, 
Achtenberg Secretary of HUD



37 Housing and how that impacts poverty/homeless issues

ANTI-HUNGER GROUPS/NGO'S WORKING ON POVERTY AND HUNGER
51 Poor People's Congress
46 someone from UNICEF 
40 /2? World Hunger Year 
39 Empty the Shelters
34/1? This summer visit a Children's Defense Fund Freedom School being held at Sojourners 
Neighborhood Center. An attempt to look at long term empowerment and short term needs. 
The center participated in a "listening project" aimed at curbing violence in their community 
and was responsible for closing down the crack house across the street from the center. The 
center offers three food programs. Their after school program includes homework and tutoring 
help, a mentor program, African American history and African culture, and they get food 
from DC Central Kitchen. They have a parents support group. They also vvere the site for 
an SOS parent nutrition class,
32/1? People's House Staff, serving all of the city, connecting callers with a full array of
services available to them in the city
32/5? Food Not Bombs
26/2? All People's Congress (DC)

58 Marian Wright Edelman, President of Children's Defense Fund 
X54/1? professors from Tufts (nutrition study people) or other places

52 Dialogue with people who are doing innovative, creative programs that work
>c: . • 52/2? Anna Lou Dahavenon: cultural anthropologist: hunger/homelessness issues in New

York City and India: looks at issues of homelessness in both places and compares 
cultural/sociological barriers J
49 Billy Shore (SOS), David Beckman (He's the president of Bread for the World and a 
former World Bank dude), etc.
47 Frances Lamore Lappe: Food First: anti-hunger activist, author 
43/1? Patrick (the guy who walked across Africa)
42/2? Amartya Sen: Harvard econ/philo professor on hunger 
39/5? The Hunger Project Director
36/2? David Powell: Leader of the weather underground. Hunger activist.
34/4? Steve Blumenthal: hunger activist, all around great guy

•37/2? Vicki Hines, wife of the late Sam Hines, working on Reconciliation for the City 
Ministry to the Poor
27/3? Paul Gasket: music ministry. Leader in Prayer for the City and Nation

CAUSES OF HUNGER/OBSTACLES/STRATEGIES FOR ENDING 
POVERTY

X 67 Panel to discuss whether social services have "caused" poverty, since this argument is often 
used to jusdfy certain welfare reforms.'

Y53 Panel to discuss whether the church has helped poverty or caused poverty. What has 
been its role?

• 50/1? Panel discussion to discuss tangible ideas on how to decrease hunger. What works? Ask 
panelists, "If you could set up a plan to decrease hunger, what would you do?"

Uff^ AVU4/- mMA, Yhl^.



y. 50 Discussion groups among fellows over specific aspects of poverty 
45/2? Panels on specific aspects of poverty 
44 Idea/vision building alx)ut hunger/poverty 
44/3? Someone to talk about the need for there to be hunger
41 Big business often spends big money on lobbies against policies which help the poor. Panel 
on how do we lobby/pressure businesses to get them to stop suppiorting worker policies in 
their own companies which keep people poor. How do we influence these companies so that 
they will not lobby for government legislation which hurts the poor? Training in how to 
organize letter writing campaigns, media campaigns, boycotts against bad business. How do 
we encourage good companies to do more to help the poor?
35/5? someone to talk about what's missing (InterAction or ???)
34 Dick Hoehn (Bread for the World Institute): what have been the major movements have 
been successful and others haven't. (For example, the environmental movement)

PEACE AND JUSTICE AND NONVIOLENCE/
ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN SOLVING CONFLICTS
56 Visit and discuss the Holocaust museum and its implications about war, poverty, the role 
of the media, propaganda, the psychology behind what happened, the role of the military, etc. 
Discuss.
49/1? Panel of people working for long term solutions to poverty by changing entire 
governments which oppress people and keep them poor. Discussion including the US role in 
supporting many of these governments. Panel could include Joe Nangle: Has worked with 
Witness for Peace and other groups who go to troubled countries as nonviolent human rights 
monitors. Jennifer Casalo: peaceful non-violent worker for justice who was a political prisoner 
for four years Central America. Their housemate Jennifer whose husband, a guerrilla, is one 
of the Disapp>eared in Guatemala. She went on a fast to raise attention to his plight. She has 
gotten US support for her husband. She is American. He is Guatemalan.
41 Third World Solidarity Movements 
36 Catholic Worker house visit. People who truly live in community with recently arrived 
illegal immigrant women and children in a house. Long tradition of protest and opposition to 
military spending, particularly nuclear proliferation, contrasting that with the money the US 
spends on programs for the poor.
29 Panel on why working for peace and justice in other countries is in the US's domestic 
interest

MEDIA/NETWORKING
• 54 Writers or journalists who follow Washington and can talk about the big picture (Coleman 
^McCarthy)
'^2 How to use the media to raise awareness/involvement in hunger policy 

47 Networking: how to do it effectively without faux pas: someone from Public Allies and 
some other p>eople

GROUPS OF PEOPLE AFFECTED BY POVERTY 
^•60 Rural hunger/poverty^;

55 Racism issues and how they affect poverty
■ 53 Teen pregnancy: representatives from direct service groups (progressive and conservative)



and people who work with teen pregnancy policy 
y53 Women's issues (conservative, moderate, progressive, and liberals 

■^1 Sexism issues and how they affect poverty •
47 AIDS (all of the many issues involved, such as AIDS orphans, development issues where a 
large p>ercentage of the population is dying of AIDS)
41/1? elder issues

ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT/
GENERAL DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

■ • 56 Panel to discuss whether foreign aid has made things worse in developing nations.
55 someone to talk about cultural survival and issues of development y
49 people who grew up in developing countries and aren't going to give us the rosy picture, 
the reality of what it means to have your life affected by "development" agencies (with good or 
bad intendons)
47 Panel on immigration issues
45 Chief Mankiller, other folks from tribe, Indian culture 
43/1? the environment and environmentally sustainable development 

^[3^ How does each of our lifestyl^as individuals contribute to the continued poverty of people 

in the US and in other countries? How can we each live lifestyles which do not squander the 
earth's resources and which do not support businesses which oppress people? Josh's mom has 
written a book which includes some of these topics! Panel on how the personal is political; 
"living more simply so that others may simply live". CP 
30 Indian culture

Avw

INSPIRATIONAL and/or EDUCATIONAL SPEAKERS/BOOKS/MOVIES
50 older visionaries

'j —45 peers (young powerful leaders) who we can look to:p^u
45 Read about hunger issue or read challenging books and discuss them together. Maybe 
Arendt
44/1? people who say forget the system and challenge us to look outside it 
43 Watching the PBS documentary on the War on Poverty
43/1? Watch and discuss "Throwaway People", an up to date reality dose on the history of 
inner city DC. What was it like in the past and how did it get the way it is now? What 
practical things can be done? What needs to change to better the lives of people living in 
poverty in the inner city?
40 Discussion of Hunger 1995 book
37/1? people who know how to get things done
32 Watch and discuss controversial movies

L

THE FELLOWS
56 Dialogue with people who think the MLHFP is a waste of time and resources—
55 Dialogue with people who might spark us to follow them when we leave this program.
47 Panel of the pros and cons of national service. What's Newt upset about? What needs to 
change to make the program better?
46 Public Allies: job finding services. They use their network to connect twentysomething job 
seekers with info about who to talk with in just about any agency in town to find out how to



get a job there. They also offer tips on talking with organizations/agencies about getting a job; 
informational interviews, etc. Do they also offer other workshops or networking opportunities 
with their p>eople which would be open to us?
41 sessions looking towards what's next

DIRECT ACTION BY THE FELLOWS TO END HUNGER
38/1? Special projects to end hunger: fundraiser/group project.
47/1? Occasional service project

OTHER EXCELLENT TOPICS OF INTEREST/MISCmiANEOUS
52/1? picnic some day
41 spend a day collecting stories of people on the streets, in theXshelters 

32/1? to be confronted intellectually, emotionally, and professionally 
22 Stress reducing techniques; massage, meditation: lots of O's
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To ail «r the Midicy Ldud Hiaser Fdlowa

Paal Inatirkk 
Hddi Bancabach 
JMh Yam 
ILP.EMy 
Aafd Maidaci

CyaiMa Hlpaaa 
Darathj KarayaaBii

Caicjr Laaf 
Dioaac StaafSord 
JinSlIpc 
Vaaaa Whitecy 
MdluaZaak

From Liia Daaghtry

USDA 703-^24S4 
USDA 703-395-2420 
USDA 202-728-4S14 
CHC 202-574-7575 
CHC 
CHC
Urbaa laititatc 202-463.0522 
Damcstic Policy Covacil 202-456-7028 
SOS 202.347-5060 
Catholic Charitict 703-540-0950 
IRSA 20^797.2363 
BFWI 301-600-2401
Partaen for Liveable Communitiet 202-466-4845 
March of Dimes 202-296-2964

Christiaa Childrea'i Fand l4x: 202-462-0601 

Oflke Phoae: 202-462-2161 
Home Phoae: 202-269-4099

THIS FRIDAY WE WILL BE DISCUSSING ISSUES/TOPICS FOR 
FRIDAY DEVELOPMENT DAYS

PIcooe fill me back this sheet with your responses by WEDNESDAY, or 
NOON THURSDAY AT THE LATEST so we can discuss this on Friday. 
Sorry not to get this to you Friday. The short version of why you didn't see 
me on Friday involved Murphy’s Law and me feeling really gross and sick. 
My sincereot apologies. When I made it to the USDA, you guys had already 
left for the tour so I went home and went to recuperate. Anyone who is 
interested in more details, please feel free to talk with me. Thanks.
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ISSUES THE FELLOWS WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS FOR FRIDAY DEVELOPMENT DAYS

^ meaning: gotta* have a pancl/discussion on this. 0 meaning

JlLTlT ^ I got feedback that it would be more helpful to think of topics
ted acooidii^jo some overall themes. Many of these topics obviously fit in more than one place. If 

you are OM of the few who got one of the original list of topics (before I received the excellent 
suggestion to group Aese by general subject matter) and have already filled out your preference for 
topics, you can just fax that to me. You don’t need to fill out another one,

POLmClANS/PEOFLE WHO KNOW ABOUT POLITICS/HOW POLITICS WORKS
^ Economics: genial theories behind the prevailing Democratic/Republican perspectives, such as 
trickle down and tnckle up economics

eoenomies panel on poverty 
^ disenaaion on minimum w^e

oi^en^rAr^°o^ wh^°d!)T" »chedule set up for the year? What do the different

Attend relevant Cqiital hearings 
— Maetiag with Tony Hall

Didogne with people who can give us an insider's view of Congress 
Enlighteaing info on the fann bill and on USDA, HUD, and HHS 
a power web of Washington 
Soaoone from the White House

Hatfield: Oregon Senator Republican has held strong on hunger issues for 
years. Rankmg member on Appropriations and other political leaders 

H Newt
___ Gene Dewey
J— Jim ScAMlle. Ex-mayor St Paul’s Minneapolis 

Mgyor Marion Barry 
Fonier DC Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly
Goveni^ bodies interrelation : Mayor Barry or Sharon Pratt Kelly. Mayor of a VA city.

^ymor ^ VA, VA Senator. VA Representative. (All of these could be said of MD instead.) How 
do these o£^ relate? affect each other? Also what brings them together which could help them and
Aeir stme. VA Senator Thomas Davis? or David Thomas? has already said he wants to work with 
Dttfy.

HOUSING
S^iuIrflmJD • P“®‘- Cisneros: Secretary of HUD. Cuomo??, Achtenbeig

—1^ Housing and how that impacts poverty/homeless issues

ANTI-HUNGER GROUPS/NGO'S WORKING ON POVERTY AND HUNGER 
World Hunger Year 

_L_ All People's Congress (DC)
_k sonseowe from UNICEF 

Poor People’s Congress 
_Empty the Shelters

IWalogno with people who are doing innovative, creative programs that work 
Manan Wright Edelman, President of Children's Defense Fund

n

IE
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J— (*® goy who walked acioia Africa)

prafctaon from Tufta (nutrition study people) or other places 
Sea: Harvad econ/philo professor on hunger 

——- F**^o** Lamoie Lappe: Food Fuit: aati^unger activist, author 
_L— Powell: Leader of the weather uadeiground. Hunger activist.
_1— Steve Bhimenihal: hunger activist, all around great guy 

* The Haager Project Director
Dahavenon: cuhoral anduopologist: huager/homelessness issues in New York Citv 

*0 Mlv Sh^ bo* places and compares cultural/sociologicri barriers
B«k d2to)^^^’ Beckman (Hes the president of Bread for the World and a former

L_ Fo^ Not Bombs
* ^bildien's Defense Fund Freedom School being held at Sojourners 

Weighborh^ Cmter. An attempt to look at long term empowerment and short term needs. The center 
participM in a listening project’' aimed at curbing violence in their community and was responsible 
for closing tewn Ae crack house across the street from the center. The center offers three food 
^ogms. Their altm school program includes homework and tutoring help, a mentor program 
African American history and African culture, and they get food from DC Central Kitchen They

^ " SOS parent nutrition class.
_L^ Peoples House Staff, serving all of the city, connecting callers with a full array of services 
avulable to them m the city

Vicki Hines, wife of the late Sam Hines, working on Resconciliation for the City Ministry to the 

Paul Gaaket: music ministiy. Leader in Prayer for the City and Nation

CAUSES OF HUNGER/OBSTACLES/STRATEGIES FOR ENDING
POVER’TY

^ Inttitute): what have been the major movements have been
simeaanil and omen haven't. (For example, the enviroiunental movement)

to discuss whether social services have ’caused" poverty, since this argument is often used 
tt^ustify oeitaia welfare reforms.

Panel to discuss whether the church has helped poverty or caused poverty. What has been its
to e?

Pand discussion to discuss tangible ideas on how to decrease hunger. What works? Ask 
pmeliata, "If you could set up a plan to decrease hunger, what would you do?"
_n_ DiacuMion groups among fellows over specifie aspects of poverty 

someone to talk d>oot what's missing (InterAction or ???)
_L_ Pcoela on specific aspects of poverty 

Iden^riaion building about hunger/poveity 
Sheene to talk about the need for there to be hunger 

^ Big bwi^ often spends big money on lobbies against policies which help the poor. Panel on 
how do we lo^^ressure businesses to get them to stop supporting worker policies in their own 
(Watties which keep people poor. How do we influence these companies so that they will not 
lobby for government legislation which herb the poor? Training in how to organize letter writing 
do"injto hdj boycotts against bad business. How do we encourage good companies to

PEACE ABID JUSTICE AND NONVIOLENCE/
ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN SOLVING CONFLICTS

Panel on why working for peace and justice in other countries is in the US’s domestic interest
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^ IdtoL'5[Jrtr”n—“ “ “«« *«v«n.nent.

oon-violeat woricw for justice wko wu a oolitiea) momtors. Jennifer Casalo: peaceful
hooseaaie Jenifer wh^L *^"*®“*" y*“* Central America. Their
• fan to nu. «nlioi to i. Hijkt D«opi»«od in Gunlemnl.. She n,ent on
» Q»lt».il«L S'" *«te" US «ppon fo, he, hn.b«d. She it Ameriean. He
_id_ Thvd Werid Solidarity hiovemeat,

^dia/networking
or joun.1i.ts who follow Washington «.d can tik about the big picture (Coleman 

*«^"«0“»/'nvolvcmont in hunger policy^ people effoctivcly without faux pas: someone from Public Allies and some

groups of people affected by poverty

:3: P">8««»ive. and l.berl)

Ractta issues sad how they affect poverty
^

iTdTh^w"* “*'■'" • ■“*'

»IV.lO,MENT,
J:i_ Pawl oa iamigraion issues

wrvivi and issues of development

‘•"'"Pi". Ptiont.

9^»f »^iMer. other folks firom tribe. Indian culture
W'^ironmcntlly sustainable development

STUS and in otto *° Ae continued poverty of people in

EKS?S-“^S.s=HHV



02/14/1995 16:15 2024620601 PAGE 05

raWCATIONAL SHAKERMOOKSaiOVIES 

x book. ^
^ w2?!L*^ <Jocum«t«y on the Wer on Poverty

done? Wh« need, to ch«ge TiS STliJ« T *^‘•'8* ^
li_ohkrvi,ion«ie, * P®®P*®“ poverty in Ae inner city?
^ »«d«) who we CM look to

peo|^ eAo know hew to get Aug, done
^ people who .ay fi»get Ae ay,te« wid ehdlenge u, to look outside it

THI FELLOWS

Wh., .«d. «, Cl.„g.

it S!!t! zsl! iJi° <k. mihfp u . w«te ,f fa. «j

^ xir* IJrrj^ iobAere. They .1m> offer tio, on^. JSl. — ^ to get a job

which would be open to us? «*hops or netwoAmg oppoitunitie, with Aeir people

*P”?" ™ FELLOWS TO ENB HUNGER

±
TOPICS OF INTEREST/MISCELLANEOOS 

_CL stw, leduoug technique,; aa„age, meditation
I “l®"*******^- e“otionally, nd professionally ?ifo4- ^

-------------
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Eli J. Segal

AmeriCorps: Making a Difference
Tbe House Appropriations Commit­

tee proposed last we^ to renege on a 
bipartisan commitinent to thousands of 
Americans, by retroactively slashing 
funds already authorized and appit^riat- 
ed for AmoiCorps members by more 
than ooe-third in tbe current fist^ year. 
Working families with ooDege-age mem­
bers wilfing to serve their communities 
fulHiroe for a full year—and who are 
counting on the new AmeriCorps pro­
gram to bdp them afford college ediKa- 
tioos—win be especially hard hit if the 
ccDgressknal commitment is not kept 

A year and a half ago, a bipartisan 
Congress mandated a three-year fdiase- 
in of AmeriCorps. Six months into its 
first operational year—^with 20,000 dti- 
zens working in communities across 
America, without tbe benefit of any 
coogressknal hearings to consider the 
benefits of the work they are dmng— 
House appropriators would now turn the 
phase-in into a phase-out 

AmeriCarps is a funded non-man­
date—a deraitralized approach that 
moves most of tbe decision making and 
responsibility to the states that elect to 
compete for AmeriCorps members.

along with the funds to carry out the 
mission. Fewer than 200 peoide in 
Washington oversee 20,000 monbers 
on 1,100 projects in communities across 
America. That’s why rescission would 
have such a devastating effect—any 
cuts made on CajMtol Hni would directly 
cut the number of members who are 
working in the field. One thousand mem­
bers would be sent home immediately, 
and 15,000 fewer young people would 
have the opportunity to begin service in 
September.

The pubKc-private partnership of 
AmeriCorps would be undermined if the 
“public” reneged on its commitment 
Programs are required to raise 25 per­
cent of operating costs and 15 percent 
of tbe thing allowances from private 
sources. Private investment in Ameri­
Corps has been remarkable; in its first 
year of operation, the corporation has 
received hundreds of commitments 
from companies such as General Elec­
tric, American Express, IBM and a myr­
iad foundations. Our business partners 
make investments based on stable 
growth, fulfilled commitments and real 
results. They might understandably be

wary of a partner tossed by political 
currents.

AmeriCorps should not be penalized 
for rewarding results. The Corporation 
for National Service makes its grants 
after a tough evaluation process—that’s 
why AmeriCorps awards funded in FY 
1995 are not made until late in the fiscal 
year. AmeriCorps funds programs that 
work well and get thinjgs done and 
eliminates those that don’t. AmeriCorps 
members and communities should not 
be made the victims of this “smart 
government” approach.

AmeriCorps may be new, but mem­
bers are already meeting challenges in 
public safety, education, environment 
and human needs:
■ The New York Police Department 
reports that recreation areas pobced by 
its AmeriCorps members in the 1994 
pilot were free of assaults for the first 
time in memory.
■ AmeriCorps members in Kansas City 
have shut down 12 crack bouses and 
reclaimed a neighborhood’s only park 
from gangs.
■ In rural Simpson County, Ky., Ameri­
Corps memb^ tutoring half of the

county’s second-graders are raising 
reading scores from two grades behind 
grade level to one grade above in one 
year of service.
■ AmeriCorps members have also been 
on the front lines in natiual disasters, 
from the floods in California, Houston 
and the Mississippi River Valley to the 
Idaho forest fii^ and the C^omia 
earthquake. FEMA official Richard 
Krimm wrote: “They have helped literal­
ly thousands of victims pick up the 
pieces of their lives.”

Moreover, AmeriCorps members are 
still there, long after the waves of initial 
volunteers have had to return to their 
jobs. That’s why many of our nation’s 
premier charities compete for Ameri­
Corps members. From the YMCA to the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, from the Red 
Cross to the Children’s Health Fund, 
from Notre Dame to the National Coun­
cil of Churches, they know that the 
focused efforts of full-time, trained and 
committed AmeriCorps members help 
them accomplish more—and deploy 
part-time, sporadic volunteers more ef­
fectively.

A perfect case in point: In Miami, 26

AmeriCorps members working with 
Habitat for Humanity have learned all 
facets of home construction and have 
trained, supervised and worked beside 
2,700 temporary (and uncompensated) 
volunteers they’ve attracted since Octo­
ber. As a consequence, the AmeriCorps 
team is nearly halfway to its goal of 
buSding 90 homes in Miami this year,, 
and members are teaching working fam­
ilies how to make the transition from 
renting to homeowning. Habitat’s Jerry 
Bass says, “We could not do this job 
without them.”

We do not maintain that AmeriCorps 
will end crime or illiteracy, poDution or 
hunger, but AmeriCorps members are 
making a real difference every day in 
communities across America. We should 
strive to match their commitment to 
making our country even better instead 
of letting them twist in the political 
winds. They have earned a chance to be 
America’s next generation of heroes.

The writer is assistant to the 
president for national service and 
chief executive officer of Corporation 
for National Service.
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TO: Coalition Participants

FROM: Courtney Gerber

RE: Attacks on National Service

DATE: March 6, 1995

In case you have any doubt, national service is under fire. So that you can 
see the arguments that are being used against national service, we have put 
together this set of documents. They give a flavor of the breadth and 
intensity of the attacks on national service.

To keep you apprised of developments, we will distribute future attack 
pieces and also share some of the many positive clips on national service 
programs around the country.
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Thar is such a radically different model. I got caught op the 
xh«r day hcraux I was uUking vbcut ihia ondcoal sarvicc 

organization, and I said it was coerdvf voluniearism. And the 
preii corps, is usual, wandered off looking for a good liberal 
Democrat to make fua of the »ujid bite. Ajid they said, •Well, we
don’t dni^ anybody to join the corps,'and they didn’t get it ax'
ail. If any of you here today decide you do ooi want to ^ve yvm 
money voluntarily to the National Service Corps, what will happen 
to you? The ERS will visit. Then the U.S. maxahals will vijii. And 

, then we will visit you. (Laughter.) Because, you see, the president 
and the DcmocratJ believe In their moral superiority and therefore 
their right U3 coerce you into giving their bureaucracy money - 
which, by the way, doesn’t go to volunteers, it goes to paid 
government employees. Now, paid government employees are not 
volun*.eers.
/ So whit they have found ii a new slogan to cover the oldest 
ick in ih* world. I'll cake from you. I’ll decide who to hire,

they'll like lue, I'll have power - with your money. Furthermore, 
those voluatcffl are not allowed to do any of the morally importaoi 
thin^OU^sayi are the center of things. If they did, they 
wodd/ST5^rae, be in violation of ah the ACIJI rules thoi now 

cripple the federal government. So, the minute they take the 
federal money, they become not only uxlew, they become dengem^. 
(Laughter, applause,)

Now, u we’re making this enormous transition, 1 win tell you 
flatly what the Democrats and the liberal establishment’s going to 
do. They're going to lie. And I'll give you three examples. And I’m 
not talking hare about Connie Chung. (Laughter.) The fust thing - 
now, these are three examples that ^ve happened to us in the last 
couple weeks.

First, we had a town ball meeting two weeks ago. There were a 
tremendous number of children with very severe disabilities In 
wheelchairs at the town hall meeting bc^ac their pareats had been 

told by thdr national association, which is desperate to keep 
power in Washington ~ because otherwise they’re going to have to 
ail get on a plane and start traveling ~ that we were going to cut 
out childnn who have severe disabilities.

MORE
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Bowling for Virtue
Kill the welfare state, but save national service

B V ; O E KLE[\

mmmzF-^KTZR. l;be?.^l< remain mys'ieied bv neut But even li'vou A-iDoue--v

n"m V-' , - ^ talk ao<Yut the poor ’ ■ No ^na -vhere's Ueslev’ It the ^vek'ar» .tate ro oe

•-.eorated. and give time and moneTJS uplS the v^‘ ^^titutions ^.ath a steady stream of young. aJtmisnc.
American spent three hours a month Lloins ^eon« 1^ energetic, exempla^ (and cheap) workers. In fact, a government 
needed ;t." he said last week, ‘a lot of these ^ has begun to do just that, and with great----------p.-.., —ca uiVMitii Jicneeded it." he said last week, "a lot of these 
problems would disappear."

(3ingnch. as always, otfered a reading 
hit: The Tragedy of .Anencan Compas- 
^ion. Dy .Marvin Olasky. which chronicles 
an e.'cpioiion oi chantabie giving m the late 
19th ce.nturv He might easily have added 
Ger.-ude Himmeuarb s new book. "The 
De-.Moraiization of Society." which argues 
that \ictonan attitudes toward chanty — 
and poverty-were not only admirable but 
quite successful. Such views are easily 
mocked. Dickens trumps Himmellarb. But 
one wonders what Dickens would have 
done with Joycelvm Elders. Donna Shalala 
and your local, msensate wellare oifice.
Poverry seems more desperate, intractable 
and amoral now than it did a hundred vears 
ago — when, as HimmeLt'arb show-s, rat05 gf 
paupensm. crime and illegitimacy were in 
steady, long-term decline. The old wavs —a society- 
wide insistence on moral behavior and e.xempiary 
acts - may be the best way to lift the poor. But there 
is a probie.m: the S'ictorian charitable e.xplosion oc­
curred at a moment when Living standards were 
soar.ng and when there were far fewer distractions.
\Ve don t seem to have the time, or the inclination, 
tor altruism anymcffe.

Indeed, we be moving in the opposite
'direction; the °>Ji<|B||L«f volunteers for groups like 
the Boy Scouts aaflHCross has plummeted in the last dO years.

_ , , .1. MMaguered: So time for society’^

Consenatives 

seem to wanf 
Victorian 

charity, but 
u’/io has 

the time?

PT\oaruciDatioBff»»vdnu.Ti tL rV-.r I to continue ifus program. There IS no reason, w-hv r,^E- en S^areT HeTn ° ^ ot the civil ser. ice
c en Dowung leagues are m decline-people oreier to bow But the Rennhlir^inc mo,- -------------.t________- ~~c——w**—/ *tac liciLcium uluers dre \vaiiilig.E.en bowling league are m decline —people prefer to bowl 
aione-Harvard professor Robert P’utnam wmtes tn an elegant 
anicie tor the Journal of Democracy. Putnam attr.butes these 
pnenomena to several factors: less time 'women go to work nowi, 
increased .mobiiity' people are less Likelv to put down social roots.' 
anc ot course-television. Gingrich disagrees. He believes the 
aggrancuzemem ot the bureaucracy has made families and com­
munities less relevant. "People don't go to PTA meetings. ’ he

promise: national service.
“Everyone talks about unfunded man­

dates-thin^ Washington requires the 
states and cities to do.” says Eli Siegal. the 
director of .Americorps. "We’re the e.xact 
opposite: a funded nonmandate. ” The 
states decide whether to participate, and 
which local programs to fund. There are 
now about 20.CXX) young people working' at 
minimum wage, while repaying W.725 in 
college loans per year of service) in 350 
nonprofit programs nationallv.

Last week. I called around to various 
private groups who’ve been using the vol­
unteers. and their reports were unii’ormlv 
enthusiastic. "They’ve come into the com­
munity and done far more than we asked or 
e.xpected." says Dawn Taylor of the Storm- 
break Youth Shelter m State College. Pa. 
iw-hich runs, among other things-.Newt 

should note —a group home for troubled tee.ns.. 
Their job is to tutor the young people, but thev're 

not content with that. They’ve helped with fund­
raising telethons and lots of other programs." ex­
panding the scope ot charitable activities in the coun­
tv, They are so enthusiastic and enerzetic. .\.id 
there are a lot more ways we’d like to use t'nem. J w e 
could. L niortunately. she can't: .Amer.corps volun­
teers can't supplant existing public emplovees. a reg­
ulation that Republicans should jemson ir tne'v 

c.,oose to continue this program. There is no reason, whv nation-
.r A . I oJ _•» A:,._ _ oT* _ I > • . . •

But the Republic's may not continue it. "I am toto... ...- 
equivocally opposed to national service. " Gingr.ch sav,. ' It - 
coerced voluntar.sm ... It's gimmickry." These are .n'-..'us' 
knee-'erk arguments. .National service is induced-c'ct -o- 
erced-voluntansm. just as his ta.x credit for cha.itv w- ;;.n be 
.Aid. gimmic.kry'’ .\s dterm hmits and baianced-budge- u.-er.u- 
ments weren't polyester legislative shorcuts. Proeu.-.- -.la: 
worK are miracies. not gimmicks. There will be a .ign't -v-r •.■'■s.‘.u ‘ L ■' ,,P‘® meetings.’ he '-vorK are miracies. not gimmicks There wii! be i--u.

them they aont like proiessional bureaucrats telling But e.xpect the House Appropnations Committee''o' 'oilow me
can> emasculate citizens, vou speaker’s lead and loll nauonal service - which seem/tne -'oli't'-
^-an^^expect^m to be very enthusiastic aoout participating.” cal equivalent of drowning a puppy. - ■ -

N E w s w E E K ) .\ N \ R V i 5 . 1905
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Ocar Co'.:caguc;

Remember the Ar.’.cricorps paj-ticipant Prcsicic.u CUntoci iiuroduceb at the 
seeech Tuesday night? According to the President the participants tn this 
the idea] of community spirit and personal responsibility which the Amcr.corps prog. -m 
de^i^ned to encourage. I have no doubt that they arc fine young people who sincere.y 
to rrTake their community a better place. However, when we look more closely at t^ e 
compensation that participants in tJiis program receive, it's easy to wonder just w at 
program has to do with voluntcerism.

The President told us the young woman he introduced has four children. Let s adc up 
what someone in her situation receives for being a volunteer. She will receive a stipend o 
S7500 and an education voucher for S4725 for less th.in a full year's work ( WOO 
reouLred). She will aJso receive health care coverage which, for a family ° P .
worth $4.,0C0 a year and child care worth an estimated S2.000 per child or S8.0 to i 
case per year. The education voucher, health care assistance and child care assistance are^ 
exempt from income and social security taxation. The stipend makes her eligible for - 
Earned Income Tax Credit. In a normal non-“voIuntcer’ job which did not provide empl y 
paid health care she would have to cam an annual salary of S33.834 in order to do as we 
after taxes as s.he does in this program. Here’s the math;

S8S24 - Stipend (annualized to 2000 hours)
- 675 - FICA tax on stipend

5559 - Voucher (annualized to 2000 hours)
4- 3200 - Eire 
-r 4.000 - Health care 
-I- 8000 - Child care
28,908 - Total value of Amcricorps job, annualized 
- 497fi - '95 FICA and Federal income tax on 533,834
33,834 . non-"volur.tcer" job equivalent ^

Note: Effect of KentueVey state income tax would push this ever oji.OOi-

This is what President Clinton cnlls a volunteer? Oh puh-Ieezl The raxp.nyers h.nve 
been hoodwinked again!

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not criticiring that young lady for accepting ;nc joo, sMc s 
the smart thing. Most people in her situation would love to have a 534.OCO a year joo i^.e 
point is that this program has been grossly mischaractenzed. It s an enormous.y^cxpe.is-^ ^ 
government jobs program. Should taxpayers be subsidizing jobs or this rpagniiu_v-c^. ^ 
we tell the millions of people who do real volunteer work out of the goodness c, ...^.. ..t.arc. 
for no compensation when they are being asked to pay tor these lucra:i-c vo... A _
These are some things we should be thinking about when wc are asked to .ap.c-op.-i.nte -i. ■■ 
as another dime for Amcricorps.

Sincere: v.

Thomas E. Peon 
Merr.ber cf Ccng.'-css
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Dear Colleague;
Well, n-.v reocnl -Dear Colleague' criticizing the Amcricorps preg.-am certainly hai, 

raised some ire among some of our colleagues. I would like to take this opport^ity to 
respond to the letier sent out by five of our colleapes attacking the figures 1 used m 
caJculaLing the compensahon to an Americorps volunteer.

There seems to be some honest confusion about the fact that I annualized the 
for the parucipanfs living allowance a.id education award. I did not intend to imply tha y 
working more than the required 1700 hours, a participant could earn a higher stipend or 
voucher. 'When we talk about the value of a job we always talk about the annual salary ev . 
for jobs that don't las: for a full year. My figures were intended to refiect the annualized 
salary equivalent of someone working for 1700 hours (approximately 10 months and one 
week) receiving the stated compensation.

My understand'mg that the health care coverage accorded to participants TOvep 
dependents was apparenUy in error and I apologize for that mistake. This would 
v^JTof the non--^luntecr' equivalent job by S3620 (since it -would take S3620 of wages to 
buy S28O0 of esetra health care coverage after taxes).

I used the example which President Clinton gave in his State of the Union address as a 
hypothetical example of what someone in the program can receive and it is true ^at I did not 
know anything about her situation beyond what the President said; namely that she has four 
children If she does not need to make use of the health care and child care available, more 
power to her. The average amount that those in the program receive for ^ild .
l^Ievant; my letter made it abundantly clear that my calculaDon was based on 
value of child care for four children. My point is to clarify what someone m her situation is

eligible for.
Likewise, on the issue of her tax status. Most of the Americorps benefits are not 

considered as income for tax purposes. Our five colleagues seem ^xious to 
stipend is subject to taxation (something I accounted for as made clear mm y 1^ letter) bu 
fh^do^t think Its relevant that this income makes her eligible for an^nfC. It is ‘rue that I 
don't know what outside income she has. or whether she is soil married or what type of job 
her husband mav have, but again I was attempting to show the total amount of income 
S:m«feTn the program in her situation may be eligible for. If U -
have to pay income taxes on the stipend (if her total income is ri^r^hold) then
it is roleSar. hat the income may also make her <=I>8>ble for a "ega^ve income 
ETTC Since someone receiving the child care and health care available would not receive an 
ISc if ^1 the Americorps benefits were counted as income, I Jel that it is f^^^nclude 
that in the calculation, and again it was annualized to correspond to the annual salary 
couivaicnt If the person the President introduced docs not receive all of this compensatiom 
mat's fme.' My pomt was that this program has been mischaracterized as a volunteer program 
and we need to decide whether the cost to the taxpayers is worth the results.

I hope I have cleared up any misunderstandings about how th.e calculations wer^ade 
and I appre^ate our colleagues pointing out my error regarding 
don't appreciate is their accusation that I was insulting .Ms. Pery. which I
shot. l!ct me quote from my last letter. 'I have no doubt that get
fine young people who sincerely want to make their community a better place. ^ t get 
nnc you g pwp young lady for accepting the job; she s doing the smartrnr^^lHosc^^ortTounnkVmiurto^c.^but let me" say it again; I am not crtticizing 
!J;^lrico^s Srocipants; I am questioning the value of the program and pairticular.y the 

packaging of it as a volunteer program.
Sincerely,

Thomas E. Petri, M.C.
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Dear Colleague:
In recent days, there has been increasing talk about AmeriCorps,
the new donestic Peace Corps — and much of it has been just plain
wrong- Unfortunately, a "Dear Colleague" letter from Congressman
Tom Petri's office falls into this category. We would like to set
the record straight.
Congressman Petri's office produced a range of calculations
intending to show what Cindy Perry (an AmeriCorps member praised .
by the President in the State of the Union address) will receive
from AmeriCorps. In fact, these calculations nearly triple the
actual amount Ms. Perry will receive. Here's what she receives:

Living allowance
Education award (only after serving) 

Total

$7,640
$4,725

$12,365

There were serious mistakes in Congressman Petri's calculations:

* Living allowance: The letter overstates it. AmeriCorps' share
of the living allowance is capped at about $6,800 (roughly 85
percent of minimum wage) - While AmeriCorps members may serve
more than the minimum 1700 hours per year, their allowance from
the federal government doesn't increase — and the amount is
subject to tax.

* Education award: The letter miscalculates. The education award
is fixed at $4,725 (even if hours exceed the minimum) ; is paid
to the college or student aid lender, not the AmeriCorp.s member;
isn't even available until after the full year of service is
successfully completed; and is taxable when used.

* Healthcare: The letter is wrong about Ms. Perry's situation and
about the operation of AmeriCorps. Ms. Perry does not receive
healthcare coverage: it is only available to those without ot..er
coverage, is capped at $1,200 per member, and never covers
dependents.

* Childcare: Again, the letter is wrong, both specifically and in
general. It is our understanding Ms. Perry does not receive
childcare. Covering those AmeriCorps members who do regiire
childcare adds $2 50 per member to the average package of
AmeriCorps benefits, not $8,000, as stated in the letter.



two

* EITC: The letter vronaly irtoutes an Earned Incose Tax Credit
as part cr Ms. Perry's oenerit rrea .^joer tCorps. It is totally
inappropriate to calculate an EITC without knowing the Perrys'
personal tax situation —- and totally irrelevant to
consideration of AneriCorps.

Conpletelv lacking frera this consideration • « the
co-’nunity ^’as already gained from Ms. Perry's service. She tutors
six children intensively, and works with many others (particularly
those with.- special needs) after school. The spelling and reading
performance of her six students has already gone way up — as much
as 89 percent. This AmeriCorps program is well on its way to
achieving its goal of increasing the reading scores of the bottom
half of Simpson county's second graders by three grade levels in a
single year. •'

And the letter not only mischaracterized AmeriCorps and insulted a
remarkable young woman — it ignored an experience that the
Congressman holds in common with the rest of us: service as a
Peace Corps volunteer. Yes, we were volunteers even though all of
us were paid, received health care and a small stipend at the^
conclusion of our service — and if ve use the term, it certainly
can not be denied to the members of AmeriCorps. In fact, it cost
the American taxpayers roughly twice as much to send each of us
overseas as it does to have Cindy Perry work miracles in Simpson
County.
We support AmeriCorps. We urge you to examine it carefully and
focus on reality and results, not the misinformation regretfully
being premetsd by some others.

Sincerely,

'^Christopher Shays
Member of Congress

Tony Kali
Member of Congress

t

Walsh
ember of Congress

Mike Ward
Member of Congress

San Farr
.Member of Congress
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^ Coips Serves Big Government
address, again touted h!s °r(ic^ cr^r^°c benefit' ^ tot^of S70.000 topro^de the job. the

”™f„'^^£rs“SSlr
M^rero=.s'“pilj^i^rl5
because it uiU cost' “Llv" s h n said the program “seeks to federally bureauaa-
tSJytars ' Sl,5 bdhon m ..s to, to voluma^m, Ultrtby standing the cODai« oo

is uSd-aJ'sin*’Ch^le?Gra?sIevl Clinton said he wanu to expand the
pointed out. the amt^S emt of L JrAoS 'T™ “s“° “ "».a».
program runs in excess of S30 000 for each k the problem about Ginton: aLrStipant. nta, incSs mXZr^sXS^elT-'

Given that the pumose is m nmc.H. , S4.725 -mankfufv. RepubUcans such as Grassley have ^
different idea. Perhaps they can figure out how

,ui„ongean,-iorprSsiX.'’m^lsrh;iJ a d'ShieaXa^TAisX^r^^''''‘b"
tnvestmem jns, to provide a mmintum-wage job, to pin mX 
free he^th care and child care assistance for a ^ 
ye^. Most “members.” as the participants are 
called, sign on for two vears.

Other accounts make the $30,000 figure appear
low. Grassley said he has obtained documenis 
from the program indicating that some of the
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President Clinton's turbid State of 

the Union address was a metaphor for 
modem government—sprawling, me- 
Ususmng, undisciplined, approach­
ing self-parody. It underscored the 
fact that his administration now is 
politically almost harmless, hut is aes­
thetically excruciating.

The address was heavily larded— 
exactly the right word, that—with 
semi-conservative words about cut­
ting taxes, spending and regulations. 
However, regarding two matters 
Clinton considers crucial—the Ameri- 
Corps 'national service" program and 
the mirumum wage—the address was 
ha.lf-baked and half-hearted liberal­
ism.

•AmenCorps, says Clinton, will re­
vive .Amencan volunteensm. The ap­
proximately 80 million Americans 
who volunteer their time to religious 
and c!v^c organizations may wonder 
who needs reviving and how much it 
matters whether .AmeriCorps eventu­
ally produces 100,000 more volun­
teers. Today 2.9 million of Amenca's 
80 milbon volunteers are ages 18 to 
25, the ages of AmenCorps 'Volun­
teers.'

To .Amencans who use the English 
language to communicate thoughts 
rather than parody them, the use of 
the word 'Volunteer" in connection 
with .AmenCorps' recruits must seem 
like the latest redundant evidence 
i^at Washington is stark raving mad. 
To plain-speaking .Americans, a volun­
teer IS someone who contributes his 
or her unpaid labor. Clinton’s “volun­
teers" will be paid a $7,400 annual 
stipend, plus $9,450 worth of college 
expenses over two years. And this is 
not ail that Clinton’s little puddle of 
government-manufactured “volun- 

—little relative to the 80 mil­
bon true volunteers who need neither 
financial incentives from, nor organi­
zation by. government—will cost tax- 
pavers.

In addition to the health and child­
care entitlements for AmeriCorps 
members, and .AmenCorps’ Washing­
ton bureaucracy, money is spent to 
locate Volunteers" to take Ameri­
Corps money. The Omaha World- 
Herald says that AmeriCorps gave 
Nebraska's state government a

>457.622 grant to recrun iij Amen­
Corps members. That $19.8%.60 
per recruit calls into question the 
effectiveness of the $1.7 million 
AmenCorps paid a Washington PR 
firm for national advertising.

According to the New Citizenship 
Project, a conservative advocacv 
group, of .AmenCorps' first 20.000 
Volunteers." 1.200 are working for 
agencies of the federal government. 
The .New Citizenship Project warns 
that AmeriCorps is ripe for pobticiza- 
tion. citing a Washington Monthly 
repon that a 1993 pilot project be­
came an exercise in identity pobtics 
and political correctness, developmg 
ethnic and homosexual caucuses. And 
the Los .Angeles Times reported that 
a 1994 pilot project in San Franci.sco 
used Its "volunteers" to protest 
“three-stnkes-and-you’re-out” crime 

• legslation.
Cbnton calls AmeriCorps the 

achievement "I would say I was most 
proud of." No minimum wage increase 
will be rival for that title.

In 1992 candidate Clinton endorsed 
increasing the minimum wage. During 
1993 and 1994. when he had a con­
gressional majonty that would have 
done It. he did not ask for it. primanly 
because some sensible Democrats told 
him It was a dumb idea. .A1 From, head 
of the centnst Democratic Leadership 
Council, which once advertised Cbnton 
as a New Democrat, says of the miru­
mum wage proposal: “It's anachronis­
tic. it’s a loser, it’s got no bite with the 
middle class. And it screams old Dem­
ocrat."

Now that there is a Congress that 
Cbnton knows wiU not enact an in­
crease. he calls it urgent. However, 
dunng Tuesday night’s oration, when 
he was pitilessly detailed about almost 
everything, he remained reticent about 
how much the minimum wage should 
be increased. Leaving aside the unwis­
dom of government telbng employers 
what to pay employees, it is generaUy 
true that when you increase the cost of 
something, people buy less of it. There 
is evidence that is true of labor at the 
low end of the wage scale.

The first federal mimmum wage— 
25 cents an hour—was enacted in 
1938. Since then, the longest time 
between increases was from 1981 to 
1990. During that span, teenage un­
employment (teenagers are a third of 
all minimum wage earners) fell from 
23.2 percent to 15.5 percent, and 
black teenage unemployment feU 
from 48 percent to 31 percent. Then 
the forces of compassion struck, rais­
ing the minimum wage twice, in 1990 
and 1991. In 1992 teenage unemploy­
ment was up to 20 percent.

Now. it is problematic estabbshing 
causation for any phenomenon as 
complex and vaned as joblessness.

9^ \

And some studies, including one by 
associates of the current secretary of 
labor, purport to show that the mini­
mum wage can be increased some­
what without increasing unemploy­
ment. However, the question is 
academic because a former academ­
ic—Rep. Dick Armey, the ex-profes­
sor of economics who now is majonty 
leader—says he will oppose an in­
crease 'Vnth every fiber of my being." 
and he will have much company.

But this is of more than acadenuc 
interest: The minunum wage is now 
$4.25 an hour. Cbnton is said to be 
thinking about seeking $5 an hour. 
The New Citizenship Project calcu­
lates that AmeriCorps “volunteers" 
earn more than $7 an hour.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Pi
Phony Voluntarism

B> John P. Walters

^resident Clinton's AmeriCorDS_program. a 
domestic Peace Corps that seeks to inspire 
100.000 college-age individuals to under­

take community service, seems like a worthy 
attempt to reverse the decline in civic responsibil­
ity.

In fact. !i does just the opposite, undermining 
genuine voluntansm and promoting goverament- 
or.ented actiMsm. National leaders who truly care 
about revitalizing our domestic institutions must 
fight to end the program.

'Highlighting the program in last week's State of the Union 
address, the president called .AmeriCorps "the essence of his vision 
for the future, "the New Covenant." Sadly, this vision is as full of 
holes as his claim to be a "New Democrat."

To begin with, there is the obvious contradiction: paid volunta­
nsm. The average "volunteer" will receive a S7.400 annual stipend, 
plus S9.450 toward payment of higher education debts. That's more 
than ST an hour. .A.nd this does not include the program's automatic 
health- and child-care benefits, the cost of its Washington-based 
bureaucrats, or the SI.7 million .\menCorps national ad campaign.

.\menCorps will undermine healthy voluntarism. Roughly 80 
million .Americans now serve as unpaid volunteers, notably in 
religious organizations, which have been the backbone ot commu­
nity service for most of U.S. history.

Countless groups offer night and weekend volunteer opportunities 
to better enl'ist the energies of working people and students — 
without pay. in their spare time. Genuine voluntansm fiounshes 
when individuals understand that they — not govem.ment workers, 
however well-intentioned — are key to assunng their own well-being 
and the health of their community.

Paid "voluntansm" will discourage the real thing — precisely the 
type of perverse incentive that is the hallmark of the welfare state. In 
Baltimore's Summer of Service program, for example, one "volun­
teer." disappointed that community members did not show up to 
assist in cleaning up broken glass, tned to persuade passers-by to 
help. T'ne typical response: "If you're already cleaning up. why 
should 1 help youl’"

For all its faults, even the Great Society's federal "volunteer



boondoggle. VIST.A (Volunteers in Ser\ice to .Amenca). prevented 
iti volunteers from providing direct services.

By attempting to bolster a successful private activitv - voluntarv 
community service — with an infusion of federal ta\ dollars 
^enCorps will encourage community organizations to become 
dependencies of the federal government. In the process, local control 
takes a back seat to federal grant-seeking.

-Moreover, .AmenCorps’ ethic promotes the federal bureaucracv 
as an ideal __venue of service. More than 1,200 of the first 20.000 
volun^ers have been assigned to federal agencies, including the 

National Endowment for the Arts, the LegalServices Corporation 
and the Environmental Protection Agency.

for abuse. The neoliberal magazine 
Washington Monthly and the Los Angeles Times e.xposed rampant 
politicization in AmenCorps' pilot programs, the 1993 Summer of 
Service and the 1994 Summer of Safety.

Nevertheless, this fall, full-time AmeriCorps “volunteers” were 
assigned to radical and liberal advocacy groups including ACORN 
1 Association for Community Reform Now), the NationalCouncil of 
La Raza and the Public Education Fund Network.

Cloaked in the respectable garb of voluntarism. AmeriCorps 
instead promotes the discredited ideal of federal beneficence. And by 
hung off the ta.xpayers largesse, it will end up reinforcing the notion 
of entitlement it claims to combat.

In November, voters resoundingly rejected big government, 
especially the Great Society, which has cost ta.xpayers over S3.5 
trillion without markedly improving the lot of the poor. Over the 
past three decades, well-intentioned social programs have gradually- 
usurped the authority and responsibility that'once restedVith the 
individual, the family, religious organizations, civic groups, and 
local government. Now AmeriCorps poses a simila'r threat to 
voluntarism.

AmeriCorps is a textbook case of precisely what the federal 
government should not do. Voluntary community service and acts of 
charity are not the business of government, especially the federal 
government. And paid "volunteers" participating in programs 
approved and regulated by a federal bureaucracv is'a distortmn of 
genuine, healthy chanty.

Abolishing this newest extension of w elfare-state liberalism will be 
an important step in rolling back big government and opening the 
way to truly reinvigorating citizenship.

John P. Walters is president of the AVu- Citizenship Project, a 
Washington-based organization that advocates limiting government in 
order to revitalize society. ^
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Why AmeriCorps program is flawed
TP **'* coiintry overhead and admliUatratlon Given

tagon’B l7,60oI»ffee^(5 tSSUvolunteer would 
CJuiton 8dnUnUtration*briiitt ^ cover four years of lu-
erathel30,000"voS«J^‘^^'

ssssrSiS Sr^SKH*-*

xrsi'ss“sr^u,t"s,tL5'famlUea with educaUon ccita iwr?

M? ^L^ris Sa«3benenta for the participant; th^ b Sr«

Not surprisingly, politics already 
may have infected AmeriCorps. The 

Angelea Times reported on Sept 
11 that a Sununer of Safety program in 
San Plrandaoo “organlaed 40 groups 
J)T a rally against the crime bUl's 
™cee strikes and you're out* provi-

• won. Aa a project of AmeriCorps,
. Simmer of Safety gives new meaning

to community scrvloe; using taxpayer 
dollars to fund a poUdcalraUy.

Nor can we expect AmeriCorps to do
much beUer with traditional service 
^rk. After Rolling Stone magazine
observed the “voluiiteers’’In action it
repoi^ on Sept 22, "In a little mrire 
thm four hours. 10 oorpe members 
and a superviaor have measured one
window, hutalled another and put one
lock on a door.”

Desj^to AmeriCorps' exorbitant cost 
a^ minimal progm experience, the 
WWte House sought to Increase Its 
ftwo-thlrda for fiscal year
* coming year, 20,000 
AmeriCoriia ‘VohinteerB” wll nosive 
•al^ ai^ educational awarda worth
: '"«“cal benefito
and free child care.

There are more effective ways to en* 
cmuate oommunlty aervloa. One sug- 
geabrf approach would allow states to 
aw^ federaBy funded college achoh 
arshipa to needy students nominated

by civic groups, liospiUls, churches
and others in rcoognitioit of successful­
ly completed volunteer work. Such an
approach woidd honor Ihoae who have
served and eliminate layers of costly 
bureaucracy.

Moreover, communities would have 
more control over local service prx>- 
grama than federal bureaucrats. Re­
warding students who already have 
•erved might better teach the intrinsic 
value of voluntarism than the lesson 
Implicit in AmeriCorps: that you don't 
need to volunteer when you can do the 
same work for a paycheck.

If the federal government is to spon­
sor a program to encourage young peo­
ple to get involved in their communi­
ties, then Uxpayers and working 
families itniggling to send Uds to col­
lege without federal assistance de­
serve a far less costly and dramatical­
ly more effective approach.

Otherwise, any money spent should 
go directly toward helping young peo­
ple get a college educatlotL

CHMUS«MS$lC¥lsoJfnmWto<»«n.
oloryhom Iowa, This is adapt*d/hm a 
^ch ht (UUvertd at Tha ilarilagt

o lyosWnjllofvbaMd jxi^ 
poUcymearcMnstttuU.
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When compassion
is compulsory
r“l^he president io s iie doesa't 

I believe ‘governtnest cati 
I solve ail problems.' bm be 
A could have fooled 'Jie reit of 

us. lupposedly frugal budget 
proposes spending a biiiior. dollars 
00 "naaocal service ' nerr year 
alone Wbat doesn : Bill Clinton 
believe govemmect nan solve’ 

Unfominately. he's aoi tbe ooly 
prtiirn-ian ^rbO ttiinks people ^1*^^

' mm to be an insatiable busybody In 
Uamarooedt. N.Y. the Rye Neck 
School Board denAnd that sn^eats 
should perform 40 hours of 'com­
munity service " in order a pndu-
rne One family sued, but US Dis­
trict Judge Charles Bneant rejected 
the challenge . Thie. the reepnrement 
may "have Orwelliar. ove.-tones." 
adriuned the jurist. He ruled for the 
school board an the basis of "home 
rule, hewever Thus did poiincal 
power rump mdivtdua. 'uberty 

The D C.-basad L'Jhrute for Jus- 
ace. which IS handling the case, is 
appealing Judge Bneant s decision 
But numerous other junsdicaons 
have similarly enacted oxv-moron- 
ic Laws by atlempohg to make com­
passion compulsory, including 
Chapel Hill. .VC.. Bethlehem. Pa.. 
Tbpeka. Karts . and the tutes of 
Ohio and Maryland 

Chanty has always come naru- 
rally to .■Mnencans Today some 90 
million adults — haL' of me adult 
populaaon — volunteer every year 
Even more give money to chanty 

Vet the thought of mdivyduals 
luTuljes ahd communiaes working 
mgether without guidance from the 
sate obviously upsets some people 
Even worse is the realization that 
aoroeone .might choose not m paroc- 
jpate Thus the pubbe has suffered 
vrough an endless tram of plans for 
■service" promoted, orgaruzed and
even mandated by govemmenh 

William James refe.ted to his 
program as the "morai equiv-alent of

var. " bui his daaire to put young 
men to wont m cod mines, steel 
mills and ashing cnwlen never 
gamed much luppon. Nor did com­
pulsory proposals advanced by 
Edward Bellamy. Margaret Mead. 
Rober McNamara. Charles Moaims, 
William F Buckley, and others.

Soil, the concept had enough 
appeal to becnoae an auhise for Con­
gress to eoaa in 1993 yet acoiber 
pork-filled "jobs" blil. affehng stu­
dents minimum wage salaries, 
health care benelHs. and tax-free 
aducaoonal vouchers to do what .mil-
laoQS of other people have long vol­
unteered to do for free Mr CUnion 
has declared the resulting SSOO mil-
ttoo AmenCorps to be the defining 
issue of his administraooa. and pro­
poses to mcrease the number of par- 
Qcipants from the current 20.000 tn 
4*.000 by the end of 1996.

Such a deal' Each of the *hoto- 
teep" costs an average of $30,000. 
and some much more. For instance.
Uncle Sam gave Nebraska $457,622 
just to recruit 23 people nsen they 
bad to be paid.

A lot of paracipants serve 
bureaucrats rather than the needy 
1.200 of 20.000 parocipasB have 
been assigned to federal agencies. 
Others nave become taxpayer-fund- 
ad pobocal acavtsts Last year tn 
California, for example, "vnlun-
leem. ' organized a rally against the 
tede.-ai crune bill. Some .Amen­
Corps members are more pracncaL 
adminng that they look at ibelr 
work as just another job —ooly with 
more sums and better pay than the 
usual altemaaves.

Rather than paying those who 
“se.'ve ' an mcreasing number of 
school boards. Uke Rye Neck m 
MarruL"oneck. mandate "service" as 
a graduaoon condiaon Since most 
teds have no choice but to attend 
their local public scnool. this 
require.ment is effectively a legal

dur/
What can jusn.‘r deryirg some 

ODe his or oer dipioma for failing :: 
sal in a government-approved lis/. 
The purp»e of S* ex^mor. is tc 
build character thd promote ::n-
wewhip But allovving poLneuns :c 
define good wex is like.*-/ x ?ncuL= 
cjmictsm raiher chan idealism

Cor.tidfr the 200 students a: Bai 
Omorek Northwetcem High Sc.hocl 
vbo earned "community ler.ice ' 
credit by eorting in Democrat Par 
ru Glrtvdening's recent gub«.'na:> 
rial campaign Youthfui poLncai 
ecoviam is a good thing, but nard-
h' seeds to be mandated by gov. 
emment. After ail. the College 
Repubbean Naaooal Comminee 
figures that its members logged 
"W.OOO hours for candidates frem 
school board to U S Senate — 
because Ibey chose to volunteer. 
DM because the government forced 
rtwm to do ao At the same ame. 
mandamry public programs cha.".- 
oel students away from unap 
proved, and therefore officully dis­
favored. icavuies. irrespecnve of 
their ment.

More fundamental, however, is 
the pome that school officials .nave 
BO tight tn tell teds tn "ser.e" and 
how m "aerve ■ Service ts unpor-
tarn, but it must be voluntary to be 
reel service. Tkerhing children ;c 
aerve is also important, but it is the 
reaponsibility of families, no; 
acbools. Indeed, legal manda'e.- 
ondercut parents who want ;c e-d u- 
cate their children that it is inap­
propriate to use public coercion rc 
override private conscience

There mey be oo greater per- 
vertiOQ of liberalism fr.a.-. its pre 
sumpbon that the state sneJd force 
young people. agair.s: their ?a."er.-.s 
wishes, into a predetermine-d civ-.c 
mold. The hundreds of new Repup-
lican legislators across me rape.-, 
from school board tc Cpngre;: 
should work to erase die pe.-nic'.oue 
concept of compulsor/ com passion 
front our lawbooks and poiipca; ,e.\ 
icon alike

Doug Bendow c sem- ■e.'.'.'i u: 
the Cato Insr.rjte. us d nu.njnu..,. 
syndicated columnist
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House Panek Vote to Cut 

National Service, Housing
By Dan Morgan

WaliBfUa Pan Sutf Wnccr

Republicans in the House yesterday 
continued their assault on the spend­
ing programs of the former Demo­
cratic COTgress by voting to eliminate 
$7.2 billion in low-income housing 
funds and the entire 1995 increase in 
funding for President CHnton’s signa­
ture national service corps.

The actions of four House Appro­
priations subcommittees yesterday 
brought the total cuts approved this 
week to nearly $17 billion, or about 
6 percent of what Congress autho­
rize but had not yet spent for non- 
mihtary programs other than entitle­
ments in the current budget.

The savings will offset the costs of 
emergen^ federal disaster relief to 
California and other states, and 
leave at least $10 billion to apply to 
tax cuts and deficit reduction in line 
with the House Republican “Con­
tract With America."

But Rep. David R. Obey (D-Wis.), 
ranking member of the House Appro­
priations Committee, charged that the

GOP was simply putting together “a 
large hooey pot" to finance tax breaks 
that will go mainly to the rich.

White House Chief of Staff Leon 
£. Panetta sharply critidzed the ac­
tion. “These recisions are in the 
same spirit as the child nutrition cuts 
that the Republicans have already 
proposed. They are aimed directly at 
the most vulnerable in our society, 
especially our chfldren," he said.

The cuts must still be approved by 
the full House Appropriations Com­
mittee, the House and the Senate, 
and could be vetoed by the presi­
dent But in the meantime. Republi­
cans, in proposing the deepest 
spending reductions since the early 
Reagan administration, are making 
the point that not a single favorite 
Democratic program of the last 40 
years is safe from the budget ax.

That was clear yesterday as an 
appropriations subcommittee pro- 
po^ deep reductions in long-sacro­
sanct housing programs for the poor, 
while reducing funding for NASA by 
only $66 million.
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HUD, Education Secretaries Decry Cuts
SPENDING. FnaAl

The triniaiing of S7.2 billion in 
funds for public housing, rent subsi­
dies, block grants, lead-paint removal 
and other programs appeared to catch 
administration o£6dals by surprise.

This is massive,* Housing Secre­
tary Henry Cisneros said. 'Tor the 
first time «nri» November 8, we see 
exactly what kind of danoage the new 
leadership is wiUing to infto on poor 
people.*

Cisneros said one cut of $2.7 bil- 
bon completely wiped out the 1995 
allocation of the rental subsidy 
vouchers known as *Sectioo 8.* Of 
that amount, HUD bad targeted 

; 12,000 vouchers to homeless peo­
ple. 3,000 to AIDS sufferers and. 
2,000 to move young disabled peo-

, pie out of elderly bousing.
He also estimated that cutting 

$465 million to preserve existing 
housing for poor tenants made it 
possible that as many as 27,000 poor 
people could be evicted to make way 
for redevelopment.

*We have in front of us the stark
reality of cuts that will hurt people 
and hurt people soon.* Cisneros said. 
*For a [Republican] leadership that
says it wants to Ix^d a partnership 
with communities, this is a serious 
blow to communities,*

In many cases, Cisneros said, allo­
cated money would now have to be 
taken back, an action sure to pro­
voke lawsuits. One public housing 
cut of $549 million will effectively 
stop destruction of eyesore projects 
in New York. Detroit, Seattle, St. 
Louis, Memphis, Indianapolis. £1 
Paso aod San Antonio, he said.

Criticism of the cuts from housing 
activists was even stronger. *Tf they 
only take $66 million from NASA 
and $7.2 billioo from HUD, that's to­
tally radst and an insult to Afro- 
American poor people,* said Jim 
McNeill, president of the National 
Alliance of HUD Tenants.

But Rep. Jerry Lewis (R-Calif.), 
who chairs the subcommittee with 
jurisdiction over HUD, the Veterans 
Affairs Department, NASA and the 
Environmental Protection .Agency, 
defended the reductions. TiUD has 
been notoriously inefficient and bu­
reaucratic,’ he said.

Lewis noted that his subcommit­
tee had been willing to take on a 
powerful constituency that has been 
spared from budget cutting—veter­
ans—by proposing $158 millioa in 
reductions in major construction 
projects for veterans.

Also targeted was the EP.A. 'The 
subcommittee withdrew $1.3 billion 
appropriated last year for a safe 
drinking water fund from which 
communities could draw.

“With so many complaints coming 
from the Hni about unfunded man­
dates, we are miffed at why they 
would cut out the funding we are 
trying to give to a mandate,* said an 
EPA spokesman.

Daniel Rosenberg, a drinking wa­
ter specialist at U.S. PIRG, called 
the action “ridicubus... Congress's 
goal should be to strengthen the 
drinking water statute and fund it 
fully, but they are doing the oppo­
site,* But the cruelest cut for the
Clinton administration may hav>^ 
been the’^^tion of all $210 millioa 
of new funding lasf'yiSf
the president's national service . 
corps, cutting it back to its 1994 lev­
el cd $370 million. Lewis said that 
the redOcSon will still allow the a^- 
ifllnKtrabon to make good on com- 
nrinfients to volunteers but “puts us 
'on a Tftry clear path toward mere-' 
mental pnaseout ot the program7~ 
-tlftjiiomu WgrTilso rebuffed yes- 

terday when they tried to push 
throu^ Clinton’s requestior $6.7 bil­
lion in relief for California fkxds and 
earthquake damage and other disaster 
aid. Lewis's pand cut the amount to 
$5.3 billion, on grounds that the Fed­
eral Emergency Management Agency

has sufSdent funds on hand to contin­
ue relief effons into 1997.

Democrats are particularly angry 
that a portion of the housing reduc­
tions be used to offset costs of 
disaster relief, since under budget 
law such emergency aid can be given 
without coming up with compensat­
ing savings.

T don’t support creating a whole 
host of other disasters for millions of 
other Americans,’ said Rep. Louis 
Stokes (IK)hio).

Deep as the reductions have been, 
they have not satisfied some fiscal 
conservatives. Late Wednesday, for 
example. Rep. Ernest J. Istook Jr. 
(R-Okla.) pushed through an amend­
ment in his subcommittee that pro­
duced an additional'$1)3'billion in 
savings by terminating funding for 
1995 and 1996 summer youth pro­
grams.An Istook aide said that the Gen­
eral Accounting Office had informed 
his office that "there is no indication 
that this program is effective.*

In a statement yesterday. Educa­
tion Secretary Richard W. Riley said 
he was “deeply concerned" about 
cuts voted Wednesday in education 
programs, including the “Goals 
2000" initiatives designed to create 
stronger academic standards.

In other action yesterday, other 
House appropriations panels;
■ Cut $351 million from transporta­
tion programs, including $7.8 million 
from the Northeast Corridor high­
speed rail project.
■ Trimmed $30.5 million appropri­
ated last year for activities autho­
rized by Clinton’s crime legislation.
■ Trimmed $30 million in grants to
create government-industry part­
nerships in information highway 
technology, an initiative of Vice 
President Gore.
Staff toriters Ann Devroy, Gary Lee 
and Guy Gugliotta contributed to 
this report
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A few questions for AmeriCorps
. I^’llilltl 's ni>lr: The following is a 

nieniiinmilniit i iicnialing today 
from John T Widters, president of 
the New ('itizenshijr Pioject.

' I ’'od.iy, (Ik; Uiiiird of Diiecloni of 
I Ainui i(’or|)s' (>oveniin(> IxHly, 
1 lliL- ( ill poi'iilioii for National 

aiul Comiiumiiy Service, meets lieie 
ill Wa;ihiii(>ioii. Ami, Ixiy, do they have 
a full plale! AI1erall,ifsiiosecivl that 
House |{e|)iil)lican leaders have 
aiiiioiiiired they opiMise fuiidiii|> for 
llie|iro(>iaiii. And House appropria- 
lors have already reduced Aineri- 
( orps’ liscal year 1995 hudt>el hy 
approximately $210 million.

After mouths of li eatiii(> the puh- 
lii to the camera-ready smiles of 
youin> "volunteers,’’ the media’s 
lioiieyiiioon with Americor|)s 
shows sipiis of endiiiB. AmeriCorps 
lost considerahle credibility as a 
result of la.st week’s report on NHC 
Nightly News hy I jsa Myers. Myers 
iiiicovei eil numerous shoddy prac­
tices, iiu liidini' an enviidiuneiital 
project ill Alaska that costs tax|)ay- 
ei s $'12,()()() annually per volunteer 
and a $1-1(1,000 .seed (>rant which, 
rather than fundiii(’ community 
servici-, went to pay ednerats at

Northeastern University to develop 
"a plan toconipete for more Ameri­
Corps money next year.” Confront­
ed with these facts, AmeriCorps’ 
Washington hureaiicrats .soii(>lit to 
regain the moral hit'll proiind hy 
hoastin(> about a l.iihhock, Tex. 
immuni/ation prot'iam. So Myers 
investittated —and found even more 
trouble. The director of that pro- 
Biam, Marge IVipp, admitted that 
she markets AmeriCorps not as a 
service program that pays college 
tuition, but as a jobs program. Not 
surprisingly, most of 'IVipp’s ‘‘vol­
unteers” are not getting "ediica- 
lioiial awards,” but are receiving 
$1,200 in cash.

If AmeriCorps’ board still doubts 
that this program is fast becoming 
another big-government boondog­
gle, we’d like them to explain the fol­
lowing:

1 What pressing need led to a 
$100,000 planning grant fur a "vol­
unteer corps” in the Virgin Islands? 
And will any Washington bureau­
crats be doing site visits this winter?

2. Why was the Council of (Ireat 
City Schools (CCCS) awarded a 
$2(10,000 planning grant? This 
money isn’t headed to the cla.ss-

room; like Northeastern U , CCHS 
doesn’t have a single volunteer. 
AmerK’orps it.self admits that the 
CCidS is devoted to the “advance­
ment of education in inner-city jiiib- 
lic schools through public and leg- 
ishitive advocacy"

.1. In the face of AmeriCorps 
chiims to he apolitical, why was the

The medians 

honeymoon with 

Americorps shows 

signs of ending.
radical group AC.’ORN (Association 
of Cummuiiity Organiications for 
Reform Now) awarded 42 volun­
teers at a cost to taxpayers of 
$1,143,411?

4. If AmeritNirps aims to pro­
mote grassroots community 
activism, why was the federally 
funded Legal Services Corporation 
(I»S(;) — long regarded as the liti­
gation arm and defender of the wel­
fare state — awarded 44 volunteers

worth $959,900? (Ity the way, lucky 
taxpayers may tdso foot some of 
the hill for an additiomd $ 1,242,7K4 
in "I.SC mtdehing fiiiuls” for the 
help fi om AmeriCorps.)

5. Why, if AmeriCorps seeks to 
strengthen America's voluntary, 
loi:jd institutions, are well ovt;r one- 
fourth of its 20,000 "volunteers” 
working in leder.d or stiite hureiiu- 
cracies or in government funded 
programs? If AmeriCoi ps isn't just 
the liitest extension of big (>ovei n- 
inenl liheralism, why have approx­
imately 2,800 "vohmleers” been 
assigned to federal deparlmeiils and 
agencies, most iioliihly. Agriculture 
(1,200 "volunteers”), Interioi (525 
‘'volunteers”). Justice (210 "volun­
teers”), the l^nvi^)nmentid rrolec- 
tion Agency (135 "volunteers”) and 
the National Kndowmeiit for the 
Arts (60 “volunteers”)? And how 
much more in matching funds is the 
federal government shelling out?

These stories arejust the tiii of the 
icelrerg As Senator Chiirles (a icssley 
has commented, “ The more 1 look 
into AmeriCon)s, the less account­
ability I find to the taxpiiyers."

Continued scrutiny will i iinlirm 
that AmeriCori)S is a wasteful, 
sugar-coated jobs program heavy 
on payoffs to traditioiiid liberal con­
stituencies and short on genuine 
vohinteerism.
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Federafly funded Newt-bashing?
Tt was sit-in time at the Washington Hilton yester- 
I day. Some 500 protesters from the left-wing group 

JLacORN — the Association of Community O^a- 
nizations for Reform Now—charged into a Nation­
al Association of Counties luncheon where they 
expected to confront Newt Gingrich.

Waving school lunch trays and chanting “We want 
Newt!” the mob took over the head table and “com­
mandeered” the banquet microphone: “Don’t take 
the food out of the children’s moutiis,” demanded 
Maxine Nelson of the Pine Bluff, Aric, chapter of 
ACORN. But their timing was off: The Speaker of the 
House was not yet at the hotel and was warned in 
time to cross the luncheon off his schedule.

Later, Mr. Gingrich called the rabble “tragically 
misinformed” and wondered aloud just where they 
had come from. The group was well-organized and 
well-funded enough to have charter buses deliver­
ing members from around the country, after aU. 
“Why weren’t they at work?” Mr. Gingrich asked. 
“Who are they? Who paid them?”

Good question, that. Especially since, in part, it is 
the federal government that is paying them. The most 
recent example of federal dollars going to ACORN 
comes from Bill Clinton’s pet program, AmeriCorps. 
The national service program hired for ACORN 42 
“volunteers” at a cost of $1,143,411. On top of that 
basic fact, a number of the “volunteers” in question 
were assigned to the ACORN offices in Washington. 
Were any of those Americorps “volunteers” part of 
the mob scene at the Hilton?

If so, it would not be the first time that federal 
money given to promote volunteer service has been 
abused by ACORN. It will be remembered that 
grants from the Domestic Volunteer Service Act, 
back in 1977, were used to train campaign workers 
for Mr. Clinton’s first gubernatorial race in Arkansas. 
As The Washington Times’ Jerry Seper has report­
ed, the training was done — in violation of restric­
tions in the Domestic Volunteer Service Act—by the 
Arkansas Instimte for Social Justice, a spinoff group 
from ACORN.
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Nat-.-innal Service Talking Points

Incorporates Republican and Democrat Ideolocrv

Community Building
* Encourage participation by elderly population through National 

Senior Service Corps, which utilizes the skills of some
500.000 elderly Americans.

* Some 350,000 students develop a commitment to community 
through the Learn and Serve America program.

Grassroots Control or Local and State Autonomy
* Proposals are "bottom-up" and not the "one-size-fits-all" 

social reform template that have traditionally come from 
Washington.

* Two-thirds of money is given out by State Commissions whose 
membership is appointed by the Governor. They review 
proposals and decide which merit support.

* "Funded Non-mandate" which allows States access to resources 
without strings attached.

Streamlined Government
* Corporation hired only 200 additional employees to oversee

20.000 AmeriCorps members in 350 programs in 1,100 locations.
* There is a 5 percent cap on administrative expenditures for 

the National Service Corporation

Cost Effectiveness

Secondary and Tertiary Impacts
* Volunteer Maryland's 55 AmeriCorps Members recruited some 

7,500 volunteers. These services were valued at approximately 
$4 million.* The 500 members of Teach For America, who are not actual 
AmeriCorps Members and therefore do not receive a educational 
award or living stipend, deliver services to over 50,000 
students in underresourced areas.

* The Summer of Safety program freed up over 26,000 hours of 
police officers time which allowed those officers to serve 
more people.

Public Private Partnerships
* AmeriCorps requires programs to raise 25 percent of operating 

costs and 15 percent of the living allowances from private 

sources.



Responding to Some Prominent Complaints

"National Service is coerced volunteerism."
* AmeriCorps is not a "volunteer" program, it is "voluntary"

commitment to serve our communities and country. They are
paid and accomplish far more than sporadic volunteer efforts.

* AmeriCorps augments the volunteer sector by responding to
decreased levels of full-time volunteer forces (especially
since the advent of the two-income family) and coordinating
volunteer activities such as disaster clean-ups, public parl<
restoration, and housing renovations.

"National Service is just another big goveriment program. "
* There is a 5 percent cap on adminstrative caps.
* Two-thirds of grant money is controlled by State Commissions.
* Programs ideas originate at a local level and are supported in

part by local or private funding sources.

"National Service has unusually high costs per Corps Member.-^
* The actual cost to the federal government per AmeriCorps

Member in 1994 was $18,816 in 1994, and is projected to
decrease to $17,570 in 1995.

Questions
What is the Congressman's/Senator's position on funding for
National Service?
What are the Congressman's/Senators primary concerns about National
Service?
What Senate action can we expect on rescissions? National Service?

What do you think the President's response will be to the
rescissions coming out of the House?
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FACT SHEET

Program
Volunteers: 445,700 

ProjecLs; 762 
Annual Vol. Hours: 

80,000,000

The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) offers older adults a 
meaningful life through volunteer service that is responsive to community 
needs, RSVP provides opportunities for persons age 55 and over to serve on 
a regular basis in a variety of settings throughout their communities. RSVP 
functions under the auspices of an established community service organiza­
tion with funding support and technical assistance provided.

The Volunteers RSVP volunteers serve in projects in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

Eligibility Anyone age 55 or over is eligible to be an RSVP volunteer. Persons with 
disabilities are welcome to serve.

Service RSVP volunteers serve through a variety of organizations, agencies, and 
institutions designated as volunteer stations. Tlie stations include courts, 
schools, libraries, day-care centers, hospitals, nursing homes, economic 
development agencies, and other community service organizations.

Volunteer services include adult basic education, mentoring, tax aides, 
consultancy services, community policing, low-cost weather!zation and 
home repair, classroom aides, health care and substance abuse counseling, 
respite and in-home care, environmental surveys, telephone reassurance, and 
many other services.

Training RSVP volunteers receive a brief orientation from the spon.sor of a local
RSVP projeej on their role in the community’s program. After placement, 
the volunteers receive in-service instruction and supervision.

Benefits RSVP volunteers serve without compensation, but may be reimbursed for 
such expenses as transportation. Insurance protection is provided to volun­
teers while on assignment.

Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 
1100 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20525

(800) 424-8867 or (202) 606-5000, ext. 189 
TDD: (800) 833-3722

Infomuilion current as of!>/20/^4 A part of the Corporation for National Service
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