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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

lS-Nov-1994 12:3Ipm

TO: (See Below)

FROM: Jose Cerda, III
Domestic Policy Council

SUBJECT: Commission to Support Law Enforcement

Esteemed Colleagues:

As you may or may not know, one of the consensus provisions of the crime bill 
that we won't be re-visiting is a provision to appoint a Commission to Support 
Law Enforcement. This commission, which was originally inlcuded in the 
scaled-down 1990 crime bill and has already been funded, was re-authorized in 
the 1994 crime bill with a clause requiring that appointments be made within 90 
days of the bill's enactment, or Dec. 13, 1994. Although its membership is 
quite limited and most of its members are to be appointed (in equal parts) by 
the Republican and Democratic leadership on the Hill, it is a very important 
provision to the many law enforcement groups that helped us pass the crime bill. 
Morever, since we have become so popular with the various groups, we and Justice 
are already gettting many request to appoint people -- and certainly more than 
the essentially 2 slots we're allowed.

It's my understanding that Justice leg. affairs would like to take the lead on 
working with the Hill to make sure there is no overlap, and that all our 
friendly police groups get a rep on the commission. This makes considerable 
sense to me, and I would recommend that all of us in the White House who may 
have an interest in this matter meet to make sure we're in agreement about how 
to proceed w/Justice --or how to give guidance to the Justice folks as they 
proceed on our behalf.

Thus, may I suggest a brief meeting before the week is up? 
at 2pm in Room 211.

How about Thursday

Thanks,
Jose'

(PS: Am I missing anyone from this distribution list? 
forward a copy to them.)

Distribution:

If you think so, please

TO: Steven M. Hilton
TO: Peggy A. Clark
TO: Karen L. Hancox
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National Commission to Support Law Enforcement:

IvrEMBERSmP

Ajs prassed m the 1994 cidme bill

9 representatives of national groups representing law enforcement officers
• Speaker of the House appoints 2 J
• House Minority Leader appoints 2
• Senate Majority Leader appoints 2 -
• Senate Minority Leader appoints 2 /r^o^/r/i’r (f/r a

• President appoints 1

9 representatives of national groups representing law enforcement 
management
• Speaker of the House appoints 2 i
• .House Minority Leader appoints 2
• Senate Majority Leader appoints 2
• Senate Minority Leader appoints 2
• President appoints 1

2 people with academic expertise in law enforcement issues
• Speaker and Senate Majority Leader jointly appoint 1
• Minority Leaders of House and Senate jointly appoint 1

2 Members of the House of Representatives
• Jointly appointed by Speaker and House Minority Leader

— In practice, 1 member of each political party

2 members of the U.S. Senate
• Jointly appointed by Speaker and House Minority Leader

— In practice, 1 member of each political psirty

1 representative of the Department of Justice
• Appointed by the President

4 representatives of State or local government, such as a Governor, Mayor, or 
State Attorney Gener*al
• Speaker and House Minority Leader jointly appoint 2

— In practice,' 1 member of each political party
• Majority Leader and Minority Leader of Senate jointly appoint 2

— In practice, 1 member of each political party

The Comntroller General serves in an advisory capacity to the Commissioru 

Members of the Commission elect a chairperson at the first meeting.

TOTAL COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP: 29



National Commission to Support Law Enforcement:

ISSUES MANDATED FOR CONSIDERATION 

As passed in RL. 101-515

1. The sufficiency of funding, including a review of federal grant programs.

2. The conditions of employment in the law enforcement field.

3. Relationship of federal, state, and local law enforcement, including:
• Information-sharing ^
• Infrastructure
• Procedures

4. .Law enforcement research and training.

5. Adequacy of resources: equipment, physical resources, and human resources.

6. Cooperation among federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies.

7. The responsibility of government for solving the crime problem.

8. The impact of the full criminal justice system, including court schedules and 

prison overcrowding, on law enforcement.



THE WHITE HOUSE

OfTice of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release February 24, 1995

PRESIDENT NAMES THREE MEMBERS TO THE NATIONAL COMMISSION TO
SUPPORT LAW ENFORCEMENT

The President today announced his intent to appoint Jamie S. Gorelick, Matt L. Rodriguez, 
and Robert T. Scully to be members of the National Commission to Support Law Enforcement.

Jamie S. Gorelick, of Maryland, is currently serving as deputy attorney general for the 
United States Department of Justice. The Deputy Anomey General’s Office supervises and 
directs all organizational units concerning criminal matters of the Department. Ms. Gorelick 
previously served as general counsel for the Department of Defense. Before joining the Clinton 
Administration, Ms. Gorelick was a partner with the Washington firm of Miller, Cassidy, Larocca 
& Lewin where she specialized in civil and criminal litigation, including grand jury and agency 
investigations in health care, environmental issues, and other areas.. Ms. Gorelick holds a J.D. 
from Harvard Law School and is a graduate of the Radcliffe College of Harvard University.

Matt L. Rodriguez, of Illinois, is Superintendent of the Chicago Police Department, the 
second largest police agency in the nation, and is a thirty year veteran of the police force. 
Superintendent Rodriguez is Chairman of the Major Cities Chiefs Organization. He is also a 
member of the Civil Rights Committee, Community Policing Committee and the Communications 
Committee of the International Association of Chiefs of Police. In addition, he is die Chairman 
of the Board of the Hispanic Institute of Law Enforcement, and a member of the Crime Bill Task 
Force of the U S. Conference of Mayors. Superintendent Rodriguez is a member of the adjunct 
faculty of the University of Illinois at Chicago. He has masters and bachelors degrees from 

Roosevelt University.

Robert T. Scully, of Michigan, is executive director of the National Association of Police 
Organizations (NAPO), located in Washington, D C. Mr. Scully, one of the founders of the 
175,000 member organization representing rank and file officers throughout the country, served 
as NAPO President for 11 years and vice president of the Detroit Police Officers Association for 
14 years. Upon his retirement from the Detroit police department after 25 years of service, Mr. 
Scully began service as NAPO executive director on January 1, 1993. A native of Detroit, Mr. 
Scully attended the University of Michigan before joining the Detroit Police Department. He 

currently resides in Alexandria. Virginia.

-more-



The National Commission To Support Law Enforcement was created on September 13, 
1994, to study federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies and issues. The commission 
must’submit the Law Enforcement Report, containing specific proposals for legislation and 
administrative actions, to Congress no later than March 31, 1996. The commission shall 
cease to exist sixty days after the report is submitted.

-30-30-30-
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The National Commission To Support Law Enforcement was created on September 13, 
1994, to study federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies and issues. The commi.ssion 
must submit the I.aw Enforcement Report, containing specific proposals for legislation and 
administrative actions, to Congress no later than March 31, I99fi The commission shall 
cease to exist sixty days alter the report is submitted.
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