
CRIME BILL - DOLLARS FOR MICHIGAN, 1995 - 2000
(Revised 8122194)

LA W ENFORCEMENT

100,000 POLICE -- Guaranteed minimum of $44 miiiion - more than 500 
poiice officers at $75,000 per officer.

** Given Michigan’s share of the popuiation and the additional $6.5 
billion in discretionary doiiars, Michigan shouid expect a totai of 
about $300 miiiion over the next 6 years.

** Of the totai, up to 85% can be used to hire about 3,400 poiice
officers. At least 15% -- $45 million -- can be used to help pay the 
training, overtime and administrative costs of implementing 
community policing in Michigan.

PRISONS & BOOT CAMPS -- $150 million for prison grants, including 
military-style boot camp prisons. An additional estimated $150 million is 
possible if Michigan meets the "Truth in Sentencing" target of second-time 
violent offenders serving 85% of their sentences.

BYRNE ENFORCEMENT GRANTS -- $1 billion In the Trust Fund will help 
continue full funding for these grants, including Michigan’s $14 million 
annual share.

RURAL LAW ENFORCEMENT GRANTS - $3.6 million for drug and crimo 
enforcement in Michigan’s rural areas.

DISCRETIONARY GRANTS -- Michigan’s law enforcement agencies and 
courts may apply for;

** $1,000,000,000 - Drug Court programs (treatment backed up by
drug testing and certain punishment for non-violent offenders 
currently on probation.) Estimated $37 million for Michigan - 
enough for about 18,600 offenders over six years.

** $320,000,000 - Criminal record systems (Brady Law),
communications equipment, and DNA testing; and

** $200,000,000 “ Judges, prosecutors and public defenders
(estimated $7 million tor Michigan).



PREVENTION PROGRAMS

LOCAL PARTNERSHIP ACT - $57 million In direct grants to cities and 
towns in Michigan. Wide discretion permits local governments to use the 
dollars for education, drug treatment, and Jobs programs.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT - $28 million in grants for police, 
prosecutors and victims services; $12 million in grants for shelters for 
battered women and their children; and Michigan can apply for a share of 
$500 million in several discretionary programs.

AFTERSCHOOL AND IN-SCHOOL "SAFE HAVENS" FOR AT-RiSK 
CHILDREN - $31 million for non-profit, community-based organizations in 
Michigan.

DRUG TREATMENT IN PRISONS - $11.7 million to treat up to an 
estimated 10,650 drug-addicted prisoners in Michigan prisons over the 
next 6 years.

LOCAL CRIME PREVENTION BLOCK GRANT - $13.6 million in direct 
grants to cities and towns for various programs, Including:

** ANTI-GANG GRANTS - to give young people positive alternatives to 
gangs, such as academic and athletic after-school activities, 
mentoring programs and scout troops.

** MIDNIGHT SPORTS LEAGUES ~ to give at-risk youth nightly
alternatives to the streets, and for the U.S. Olympic Committee to 
develop supervised sports and recreation programs In high-crime 
areas.

** BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS - to establish clubs in low-income
housing communities, and to encourage police officers to live in 
those communities.

** TRIAD “ for partnerships between senior citizens groups, police 
chiefs and sheriffs to combat crimes against elderly Americans.

** POLICE PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHILDREN - for partnerships 
between law enforcement and social service agencies to fight 
crimes against children, and for the creation of youth councils to 
combat crime.

VISITATION CENTERS -- for supervised centers for divorced or 
separated parents to visit their children In “safe havens" when there 
is a history or risk of physical or sexual abuse.



** YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTERS -- to develop more effective 
education, training, research, prevention, diversion, treatment and 
rehabiiitation programs for vioient Juveniies, inciuding aiternatives to 
school suspension and juveniie court diversion.

** SAFE SENIORS CORRIDORS -- to provide older Americans with
enhanced protection from crime by increasing police presence and 
crime prevention activities by community groups.

** HOPE IN YOUTH - to create Famiiy Out each Teams composed of 
youth, parents and school-parent organizers for mentoring, 
community organizing and peer counseiing.

DISCRETIONARY GRANTS - State agencies and non-profit organizations
may apply for a share of:

** MODEL INTENSIVE GRANTS - $826 million for intensive,
comprehensive and fiexible aid to areas, urban and rural, hardest hit 
by crime and violence.

** NATIONAL COMMUNITY ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP - $270 million 
to extend lines of credit of up to $2 million to community 
development corporations to provide smaii, low-interest loans to 
businesses in iow-income neighborhoods.

** GANG RESISTANCE EDUCATION AND TRAINING ( "GREAT ) ~ $45 
million for school-based programs to teach children to resist peer 
pressure and understand the negative impact of gangs and drugs.

** URBAN RECREATION AND AT-RISK YOUTH - $4.5 million to 
expand recreationai facilities in hIgh-crime areas.



Adolescent Residential Seryices Project and Rehabilitation 
Grand Rapids, MI.

The primary goal of this project is to implement a community-based continuum of care and 
intensive surveillance program for juveniles normally sentenced to out-of-home placement in 
the juvenile justice system as a result of substance abuse and related offenses. The focus is 
on community alternatives to detention, State training, schools, and long-term residential care. 
The return of the adolescent to the family is a significant characteristic of the project. The 
target population is African American, Caucasian and Hispanic youth and adolescents whose 
drug of choice is crack cocaine. Focus is also given to young injecting drug users.

This grant has provided for a collaborative effort between the Dakotah Family Treatment 
Center and Kent County Juvenile Court. The addition of a multi-disciplinary team has 
allowed Dakotah to successfully assist 67 percent of all crack-cocaine involved youths 
admitted to the program to remain in the community, living productive lives. From this effort 
came Project ROCK (Rehabilitation for Cocaine and Crack Kids), a specialty program for 
adolescent, African-American males who have been adjudicated for crack-cocaine possession 
and traffrcking. In addition to the major treatment and surveillance components. Project 
ROCK staff have implemented a reading improvement program, job placement program and 
commimity service component as part of the regular course of treatment.

Contact Person: Jerry Johnson, MA, Project Director, 315 Richard Terrace, S.E., Grand 
Rapids, MI 49506; (616) 776-7848, FAX (616) 776-7808.
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P . -‘ A Coalition ^Leader

s*lBi

NBC’s Today Show reported in late July that 
violent crime is the public’s primary concern, 

o far ahead of healthcare and other issues 
we’ve Weard about recently. Is this concern legitimately 
placed?

A qualified yes. What is a real cause for con­
cern is that we tend to focus on problems in 
cycles. A few years ago it was drug use, then 

it was the HIV crisis, then it was the healthcare crisis 
and now it’s safety and violence. What is particularly 
disconcerting about this is the lack of commitment on 
the part of the community to long-term solutions. The 
short-term fixes that the public wants are just not appro­
priate for social policies that need long-term strategies.
The advantage to such public outcrys, especially for 
coalitions, is that there is always a mobilization opportu­
nity when the public attention is focused on a “crisis.”

And how can that mobilization be brought 
about?

The key issue for all coalitions is strong 
leadership. You have to have people willing 

. ® to work with many different parties, people 
who aren’t interested in grandstanding and taking credit 
for the successes. It has to be a community effort. In 
Cuyahoga County we have two people who have been 
pivotal to our success. But first let me point out that in 
1980 Cleveland was considered the 5th most dangerous 
place in the country in terms of murder. Today it’s 32nd.

And that brings me to Lou Paisley who was president of 
the Cleveland Bar Association in 1981. Fourteen years 
ago — long before it was considered a public “crisis” — 
he and Judge Burt Griffin saw that there was a problem 
and organized a coalition focused on violence. They are 
still co-chairs of the Task Force and still very actively 
involved.

And how did you personally become in­
volved in this effort?

Well, I was working with the city of Cleve­
land, handling citizen complaints. Since we 

. o received all sorts of complaints about crime 
and violence, I became involved in organizing a pilot 
block watch program. In fact, Cleveland was named an 
All American City three years in a row in part because of 
this block watch program, which was a real door-to-door 
organizing effort. I was approached by the leaders of the 
Task Force to continue my work with safety issues, and 
I’ve now been here nine years.

Describe some of the initiatives that your 
coalition has been involved in, especially as 

© they relate to violent crime.

Basically we have four missions; 1) To re­
duce violent crime, primarily through pro- 

, o grams aimed at gang reduction and gang re­
cruitment and using the media effectively; 2) Educating 
youth. In every city the school dropout rate and violent

Summer 1994
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stopping the Violence

Detroit Urban League’s Male Responsibility Program
By Michael Cross, M.S.W. and Ron Foley, B.A. 

Statistic:
In 1993 at least 272 youths were victims of gunfire in 
the city of Detroit. Of those 272 victims, 24 were fatal­
ly wounded.

Statistic:
At least 154 Detroit youth under 17 have been shot so 
far this year.

Statistic:
At least 21 Detroit youth have died resulting from 
gunfire this year.

ince 1987, the Detroit Urban League’s Male Re- 
sponsibility Program (MRP) has contributed to the 
rebuilding of the African-American community 

through assisting more than 65,000 youth and 20,000 
adults. The program uses an Afrocentric value base to 
cultivate positive behavior and development in its par­
ticipants. The staff has researched and developed innov­
ative techniques that teach the participants applicable 
skills in: 1) personal and social responsibility, 2) acade­
mic excellence and achievement, 3) alcohol, tobacco 
and other drug use prevention, 4) African/African-Ameri­
can history and culture, 5) violence prevention and con­
flict resolution, and 6) health and nutrition. Utilizing 
these, knowledgeable and culturally specific MRP social 
development specialist provide male bonding and posi­
tive male development education, which is absent in 
many African-American households. In addition, they

MRP Director Michael Cross talking with young students at a Detroit 
primary school.

make extensive use of the vast historical contributions 
Africans and African-Americans have made to human de­
velopment throughout the world. By understanding and 
utilizing these accomplishments, all the program partici­
pants are given a strong historical foundation.

From Violence...To Violence Prevention
The Male Responsibility Program’s social development 
specialist (SDS) works extensively in the Detroit Public 
School system, churches, neighborhood community cen­
ters and correctional facilities. The unique curriculum is 
highly interactive and captures the attention of even the 
most defiant and uncooperative youth.

Most recently the Detroit Urban League initiated a 
“Stop The Violence” Purple Ribbon Campaign. This high­

ly acclaimed city wide initiative has involved 
more than 100,000 youth and adults. Its goal is 
to provide violence prevention and conflict res­
olution skills to all residents of the city of De­
troit. It provided the MRP with the opportunity 
to expand services to a broader audience.

A Step Further
The Male Responsibility Program was designed 
to reach beyond the traditional boundaries of 
social service programming. The staff is dedicat­
ed to the survival, development and redemption 
of every African-American male they meet. Many 
of the participants in the program require inter­
vention in their personal, family and community 
life. Usually this intervention goes above and 
beyond the techniques and practices involved 
in normal social and human service provision.

Summer 1994
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February 15, 1994 I*
President Clinton 
White House
Washington, D.C. 20600

Dear President Clinton:

The reasons I am writing are many bul the most, compelling is 
the hope tliat I see in my seven year old son's eyes when he in all 
.sincerity and naivety tells me "Mama, Crill Piesicient Clinton, he
■an Ip... His advice is so si mpl but so j mporiant that now
altei nine months of struggle and determination 1 have reached the 
l.'0]nt where I have to ask: Not. how you can help us, but how we 
might bo able to help you? It is witli thil; '.(uest iou and that hope 
that I come to you to offer our story, tragic as it is, it is our 
da'ily i.eality and it holds much valuable information and insight in 
the foremost issues of Health Care Refoim and Crime Control.

Maybe, this reality can demonstiate the essential and vital 
need for quality universal health care that is affordable for all 
citizens. What is currently a privilege for some rs also denied to 
many others. Unfortunately, my family knows all too well the 
importance of health insurance and the frustrations and hardships 
when it is outside of our reach. We were forced to take the risk 
because we could not financially bear the cost of health coverage. 
Wl'ien that risk became our reality it caused further destruction and 
devastation to an already ultimate tragic situation.

Perhaps, our tragedy can clearly illustrate the necessary and 
important reforms needed in our Criminal Justice System to ensure 
the safety and security of all Americans. On May 10, 1 993 my 
husband, Kevin, was shot and murdered by five teenagers who had 
previous violent histories. Kevin was an innocent victim to this 
random senseless cruel crime. These defendants had already robbed 
the store, they stole the money, they stole the beer but they v;ould 
not- stop there, they shot that fatal bullet from the get a way car 
that stole the very breath of life from Kevin and robbed my 
children of their father.

Until this ruthless murder destroyed and shattered our lives 
we were an ordinary American family that had such strong bonds and 
unity. Kevin, myself and our two younei children, Wesley and Kasey, 
were' working hard and making sacrifices in order to make the 
"American Dream" a reality. I was a f\ill time mother and college 
.student returning to complete my bachelor degree after staying home 
to nurture our children through their early years. Even though it 
wa:- financially hard to be a one income family in a two income 
vnnlrl the importance of our children's welfare and well being was 
an unspoken priority over any monetary advancement.

Kevin was a small business owner employing four employees.

Jl, n-'o) /icf.



residential building business that was st i iving and expanding 
because of eleven years of sacrifices, integrity and hope. Even 
during times of econon\ic downturns Kevin never gave up his belief 
that the American Dream could be obtained with hard work, honesty 
and determination. It is with his strong convictions, beliefs and 
principles that I now find the courage to continue on and the hope 
that our nation can still be a nation that soLves and protects its 
Cltisens.

Thf' "Ami.-rican i)i is-.uii" l)ecame a hidi.ciu:: ] i i' 1 i.i i us on May 10, 
rjy.3, now not only do we have to endui. e tlw;' violent deal.di of Kevin 
we a 1so have to endure the added frustrations and stress of undue 
f 1 n a n c i a 1 h a r d s Ir i p . W e c.' o u 1 d not a f ford t. h r- 1 u u r y f fi i-j a 11. h o r 
' 1 1 insurance. After Kevin was sliot hi; was ta); on to the hospital 
■and four hours later he died. 1 wa.s ponted with the hospital 
merlical bills that ey.ceedecl f. 3-1 , 000.00 . Th.at'.s right, $24,000.00 
for four hours, more than our past yearly income. A yearly J.ncome 
that is now reduced by half tluit amount.

At a time when oui giief is so pi.iicing, not only do I have to 
struggle wr th my daughter';;; nighi time pi - .idi.ng for "^u.st. one more 
Daddy hug and krss" 1 also must deal witli debt notices and
collection phone calls. Toniglit , iiiy daiujhter v;as injured and not 
only did I have the worry of her condition I also had to consider 
the cost of a hospital visit. Theie is a MEALTH CARE CRISIS in our 
nation, it is just that those wrtii t!u:> ru ivilc-ge can not always see 
those without it. Why do criminals have medical coverage in prison 
and many good law abiding contributi.ng citizens in our society do 
not? Are they our precious resources?

My family has overcome many challenges and burdens inflicted 
upon us I'.'Y thi.s cruel violent act in the last nine months. From 
the horrid murder of Kevin and being thrown into widowhood at 33 
years old along with having to raise my children alone to the
whirlwind of insens i. 11 vi t y of t.lie Criminal -Justice System. Along 
with the further secondary victimization -and continual intimidation 
..ip.d even death threats from the defendant';--- supporters. Besides 
>ht- '/ivid emotional costs, there ha.s );>•-,-n .significant financial 
CO.'-. I s , too. Through all tins c r a z in , .miazingly I m.irnt lined
liepe and that is why I offer my help !o you because I have that
fi o [;■ e .

Since my husband's murder I have 
Citizens Petition for reform of ]uveni1 
Truth in Sentencing laws. I have spokc-n 
Mi'.'higan as a victim and as a citizen, 
'■'verv/hel ming with tens of thou.sand.s of 
'.-■ftort. More and more citrzens -jre n'Jin rii'j

i n i f i a I; ei 1 a t a t ew i de
law,'-.; and enactment of 

ouf. i:>ub 1 J. c: ]. y 1:1 rr ougfiout 
Till' ro-spon.se has been 

i t .1 z li' n s :s u p ];i o r t i n cj t h i s 
t 0 g I.; 1:110' r 1 o t a 1: e actio n

on this important stand. This petition ha.s a 1 so rece-ived National 
coverage on CNN News and generated respon.ses from citizens in other 
states. I believe one person can mako- a di f Eerenci.-.;, if that person 
ha.: the ability to reach others, that is what is happening in MI.

Fverv time I hear of a mu rile r . 1 tlio Innrian suffering of



the victim's family because I know tins sulferiny all too well. 
Ev'-'I'y time I receive yet anot.tn.’i: Ir'l;! i-t. in tli-/ rriai 1 , ayain T feel 
the pain of other victims and I hear the many fears of those 
citizens that do not want to become vi''t:i.ms. So often there will 
he phone calls f rom st rangers offeinnq ein:aur agement to continue 
speak out and strive tor a safer future toi all of us in

to
society.

, old son's 
it, Mama?" 

The hurt and

The courage, strong conviction and tireless determination I 
have in this effort is driven by a tew r:ompel ling forces. The 
fir.'^.t IS the total wrongness of this cnriic and my 1 yi 
questions of "WHY didn't someone do somcthi.ng to stop 
v/hen I cirappled to explain t.heii Daddy death, 
contusion in my children's tiny faces is :;t i. 1 1 present there today 
as tlvey ask so many difficult questions aliout mutd-u;, guns, death 
rind '.-vi 1 . The second is in loving memory of my !e.dove(.l husliand 
Kevin, who always put people first even when he was mortally 
wounded by that bullet he struggled to the store door and uttered 
the last words he spoke to the stoi'i' cleik, "Are you all light; 
then he collapsed and died four hour.s later before we even had the 
chance to tell him goodbye.

I will continue to pursue this cause for criminal justice 
reform because I have to, no family stiould liave to endure what my 
family is endni'ing f i om this i n ;j ns t i . Also, 1 must try to offer 
my hell) in the crucial issues of Healtli Care Reform and Crime 
Control. I realize the opposition you are Lacing in enacLing 
these and perhaps all the sad hut so real matters I have mentioned 
above will move the naysayers to have a fuller understanding of the 
needs of the citizens and view these issues from our eyes.

Tf telling of my family nightmaie will help turthei the 
importance of affordable health care and the necessity of crime 
control 1 want to express my willingness to disclose my personal 
^ ragedy. In my home state many peoi:>l" havii lujen impacted into
;e-fir)n, i nvol vemini t and participation out of tfie-ir concern.s, fear;:., 
urgency and human compassion for they truly see the real tragedy 
f 1a L s ' a f 1 s f. i c: s. , facts .;i n d i\ urnb (..■ i: can n (d c on v e y .

I want to thank and commend you, Pie.sident Clinton, for your 
ke^n awareness and sensitivity to the basic needs of our nation and 
its people. You have demonstrated your willingness to make 
nocessaiy (ihanges when it becomes obvious that changes are 
desperately needed. The need for these changes are something I am 
all too painfully aware of because of this horrid nightmare forced 
upon my family. It is with the hope ol: letting my childreii know 
that the American Dream their Dad pursued is still alive and 
possible for all children in our nation. Changes can be made.

President Clinton, thank you for your time, patience and 
willingness to read our daily reality. Now let me ask. How can I 
off*--'- my assistance to you in your righteous endeavors. I know, no 
one can do everything but everyone can do something. Where can I 
help? Please let me Irnow.

/
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My letter to you is only a brief synopsis of the many concrete 
effects, aspects and information I have to offer in assistance. I 
I'lulv nr ay tfiat this lettei' ri'ai’hor. yrm and T have' that opportunity 
and privelege.

^ ■ s p e,c t f u 1 1 y^a n rl sincerely,

■'1 d a Roster C 1 a i: k , C 8 1 0 ) 7 3 6 - G 7 0 1 
! 0 ' ■> M , V a s s a r R o a d 
^1int, MI 48506

11mClark
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Lmda Clark stops 
at grave of her 
ttusband, Kevin 
M. Clark, after a 
hearing before 
House Judicial 
Committee. The 
marker was 
crafted by her 
daughter. Kasey.
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One year of playing a delicate 

balancing act between 

grieving widow, mother and 

crime victim advocate
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Mom with mission 

leads multiple lives 

since dad’s murder
By Jim Larkin
JOURNAL ROUIICAL WRULR

It s T: !:') ;i.m. and Ka.scv Clark, i.s at her kilrhnn 
ladle \>.ailinjj; tor iht' .sehool bii.s to arrive, jia.s.sin)^ IIk; 
lime In- di'awing .t Ikmi I with airly de.signs m.side ils 
bolder

.She writes "I love you ..,, Kasey Clark ' above it luii 
does not atidiess it to aiiyoiuL

Mo saliilation is neetieLl. .Several nights i.'arher, Ka- 
^ev tell asleep with her slam lather's picture wrapped 
:n her arms. And the same heart, this erne wooden and 
also made by Ka.sey, with the .same words scrawled, is 
posted near her father's grave.

1 uesday marks the first anniversai^ of the death of 
Kevin M Clark, who was shot ;md killed when he hap­
pened upon the robliery of a Genesee Township conve­
nience store by five teen-agers.

for his widow, l.inda Roster Clark, it has been a 
vear ol mending and of uncertainty over how much to 
shelter her i hildnm. And it has been a year that in- 
.iliides a clear conviction about her drive to enact 
■! niih in Sentencing” laws.

Please see MISSION, A14
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Above: Linda 
Clark holds 
daughter Kasey, 
5. to get a closer 
look at a bird s 
nest in their back 
yard Left: Clark 
testifies about 
' Truth in 
Sentencing' bill 
pending before 
tfie t louse.
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MISSION
Continued from A1

It’s been a year of traveling 
the state and country and back 
ai^forth to Lansing, of coming 
E^e in time to turn off her con- 
£QMing drive for criminal justice 
rgteim and turn her attention to 
^er^children: Kasey and Wesley,

has been a year of delicately 
lE^icing her roles as grieving 
wftlyw. mother and crime victim 
tidrocate.
—■■One of those roles will come to 
rnjTTion later this month, when a 
•Truth in Sentencing” bill, which 
languished in the Legislature for 
1 '/2 years before Clark’s involve­
ment, is likely to become law.
-.She also continues to work on 

the'Other roles.
”1 don't want his (Kevin’s) 

memory to fade. I have to keep 
talking about him so that his 
memory can stay alive for them,” 
Clark said, ‘‘But they're just kids 
and'they also need their child­
hood. So much of their life was 
already changed by the vio­
lence ... ,

Tve tried to give them a good 
sen^fi that even though Daddy 
die^ changes can be made for 
other families.”

-Wesley Clark proudly displays 
the pictures of his mother deliver­
ing to Gov. John M. Engler peti­
tion^ containing 38,000 names of 
peofile supporting “Truth in Sen­
tencing” laws. He points to one 
that.,.he says he was in, even 
though his tiny body is hidden by 
adults shaking Engler’s hands.

"I kept saying ‘Governor, 
Engler, Governor Engler,’ but he 
didn’t pay attention, so finally af­
ter the third or fourth time 1 said 
Hey. John!’ ” Wesley said.

”We’re going to work on an­
other bill after this,” he said.
They're not learning anything in 

prison. Ail they do i.s watch T\’.”
- Wesley, says his mother, is the 

serious Clark.”

VvTiile his sister expresses her 
feelings and talks about missing 
hdf'dad, Wesley speaks of memo­
ries-of their times together but 
gua-xls his innermost feelines 
Clark said.

She talks to her children about 
thGirfather when they express a 
need to talk. She has kept news­
paper clippings of her drive for 
criminal reform and videos of her 
IV appearances, but shov.’s them 
to the children only when they 
ha-cu-specifically asked.

"'I take my cue from them 
They only know what thev ask. 
They know what they’re readv to 
handle,” Clark said.

Kasey and Wesley have 
helped stuff envelopes with peti­
tions, but accompanied their 
moi^er to Lansing for the first 
time-just nx'o months ago. She 
hS'refused reporters’ requests to 
tiQL&C with them, and even now 
f^I?poner’s and photographer’s 

‘s not revealed. Only 
them-names.

.-•raTiy is he taking all the^e 
pfctnres?” Kasey asked.
:_^ecause that’s his job.” Clark 

a^wered.
■"nrhey know what their mother 

IS attempting to accomplish but 
nonile scope of her work.

They are not fully aware of the 
of their mom having- 

discussed crime legislation with
Vice President A1 Gore and Attor­
ney General Janet Reno in Wash­
ington, DC.; on ‘The Today 
Show” in New York City; on CNN 
News; on a USA Today section 
front; in state House and statq 
Senate committee meetings.

And for Clark that is as it 
should be.. Exposure and self-at­
tention is not what she seeks. Re­
form, in the memory of her hus­
band, is what she reaches for at a 
pace that would tire most.

Wesley Clark stepped onto the 
school bus at about S a.m. and 
now Linda Clark must hurry.

1 She still has to take Kasey to 
her sister’s house so Kasey can 

i later be driven to preschool. Then 
she has to testify at a 9 a m. hear­
ing at the House Judicial Commit­
tee in Lansing, about one hour 
from her Richfield Township 
home.

She is used to having to relive 
the memory of her husband’s vio­
lent death so legislators know the 
impact of laws - or the lack of 
them.

"1 build an insulation around 
me so I can go on TV or talk to 
legislators without breaking 
down,” Clark said. “But I know it 
has to be done.”

So Clark speeds along 1-69, 
unknowingly passing her mother 
and father along the wav. .Matt 
and Annamae Roster finally catch 
up to her just as she is entering 
the state Capitol building.

Clark walks steadily toward 
committee chambers, notebook 
filled with information in one 
hand, her other hand grasping a 
can that carries the volumes of 
"Truth in Sentencing” petitions.

“She’s hard to keep up with, if 
she’s driving or walking,” Anna­
mae Roster said.

received life sentences, and the 
three others were sentenced to 
terms ranging from eight to 15 
year and 25 to 50 years.

But she is the most vocal and

sey and refocus on her children. 
The notebook, petitions and mail 
are put away. The telephone an­
swering machine goes on.

”lt’s not fair when they come, iril Z-----. u s not lair wnen tnev comethat in Itself has brought criticism home to have mom on the phone.
f is their time,” Clark said. "IexD oited for nohtira cram i____,__________ i. r___  •. ... .

Clark’s sister, Kavann Lackev. 
knows the reason,

■’You can look in her eyes and 
you can see the pain. But we don’t 
know how to handle anger. We re 
not angry people,” Lackey said. 
•’The energy is the anger and the 
rage coming out. ”

But it comes out in a con­
trolled manner. UTien state Rep. 
David M. Gubow, D-Huntington 
Woods, a House Judiciary Com­
mittee member. questioned 
whether "Truth in Sentencing” 
merely is intended to placate 
crime victims and not for mean- 
ingfui reform, Clark did not re­
spond.

She also admits there are 
cases other than her own that 
provide a far better example of 
the need for truth in sentencing. 
Tw'o of the five teen-agers
r'nt:>rrTr./-l hn- h' c:!-,,-----)•_ j

exploited for political gain.
■‘We ought not to be exploit­

ing her grief for political pur­
poses, and that’s clearly what’s 
going on,” said Patrick Clark (no 
relation), associate director of the 
Michigan Council on Crime &
Delinquency. ”1 think it’s despi­
cable.”

Linda Clark shrugs off such 
criticisnT. She said she sought leg­
islative support for reform and 
was not recruited. She sees 
“Truth in Sentencing’’ as an im­
portant foundation but onlv one 
block of the criminal reforms 
she’ll seek.

Her goal is not to alienate oth­
ers but to get everyone to work 
together toward making streets 
safer.

”A lot of crime victims have a 
lot of anger, and 1 do have a lot of 
frustration working within the 
bureaucracy of government,”
Clark said. “But I look at them 
Uegislators) as peoplejust like us.
They don t have all the solutions.
Neither do I. We all need to work 
together.”

_ Her strategy worked. The 
iruth in Sentencing” bill was 

unanimously reported out of 
committee to the full House.

, Clark, another victory in hand 
drives home.

Clark stops at Kevin's grave- i
she uTuaIN I Wesley,” Lackey said. “I’m con-

pick uo a* canhil^ 1 R'asry, Kevin’s brother, lost his
people-‘across the coumr/re"^ ’
questing national “Truth in Sen- . worked for Kevin’s hom<-
tencing petitions: from AL’ant-a I construction busine.ss and is still 
to Conshohocken, Pa., Houston i certain how much he wants to 
to Minot, N.D. ! get back into the field.’’

Then its back to pick up Ka- Both sets of parents — the
Rosters and Russ and Jeanne

have to step back from it at times 
because otherwise it can be over­
whelming. I try to keep my kids 
the top priority.”

That means playing soccer 
with Kasey or baseball with Wes­
ley. It means long walks in the 
woods behind their home where 
more memories of Kevin are 
stirred: His deer blind still stands 
as does his bow and arrow perch 
in a tree.

There’s dinner, soccer prac­
tice for Kasey at 6 p.m. and in up­
coming months baseball practice 
for Wesley. Bedtime comes at 
S:30 p.m., with Mom then re­
maining up until midnight stuff­
ing envelopes, writing speeches, 
returning telephone calls.

Clark is not alone in her ef­
forts to balance her crime reform 
w’ork and motherhood, nor in try­
ing to pick up the pieces from a 
murder that shattered many lives.

Lackey often accompanies her 
sister on tnps to Lansing and 
Washington, D.C. and baby-sit:s 
for the children when she- 
doesn’t. She is so deeply involved 
that she expects to take a year’s 
absence from her job as a Kears- 
ley School Distnet teacher.

”1 can’t go back next year. I 
love my job but... it’s hard 'for me 
to see kids and their fathers up 
there, the same age as Kasey and 
Wesley,” Lackey said. "I’m con-

Clark - also take turns^iiaby-sit- ’ 
ting when Clark cannorbe with 
her children and have.been sup­
portive of her crime reform ef- , • 
forts. ,c
' Jeanne Clark said that today 
will be an especially diSicult day 
for her. 5he spent las^l .Mother’s 
Day with Kevin, his wif^^^nd chil­
dren, and her present vy‘^ a rose­
bush Kevin was supposed to have 
planted on the night hfrdied.

She expected the call, she got 
that night to be him saying he 
was on his way to her home. In­
stead, it was news of his murder.

“It knocks the blocks out from 
under you,” said Jeanne Clark, 
who retired as Genesee County 
Extension home economist after 
Kevin’s death.

“What Linda has done since 
has been amazing. She was al­
ways the quiet one, and Kevin 
was the talker. But she has blos­
somed into a most eloquent 
speaker.

“When she started all this, ev­
erybody would say, ‘Well yeah,

' Linda, you do that’ and pat her on 
' the head. Now they're calling 
' back and saying they are sorry 
! but they never thought she could 

do it.”
Neither, in fact, did Linda 

Clark. She said her former work 
as a paralegal helped her do the 
necessary research to prove her 
points but said she still knows lit­
tle about politics and the network 
of media decision makers she has 

, had to rely on to get her message
out. ................

Determination and persever­
ance, she said, were the keys.

It has, however, left little time 
for herself. She said she does not 
now have the motivation to com­
plete the college degree she was 
close to earning when Kevin died. 
And she look^s puzzled when 
asked what she does for fun.

”1 haven’t gotten to'that point. 
This is my life without. Kevin.” 
Clark said. '‘But even when he 
was alive we weren’t the type to
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weekends. If we went .somewhere 
we took the kids with us."

Although both of her children 
have their difficult times, they ap­
pear to have adjusted as well as 
possible to their father’s death, 
family members said. Still, Clark 
worries about how their pain will 
surface in the future and the ef­
fect of their world being mmed 
upside down on their adult lives.

Nighttime, she said, is particu­
larly hard on the children._,It was 
then that Ke\in oftefi' <ucked 
them into bed and read stories. It 
is then that she wishes he w^ 
here to sing them Billy Joel’s 
•'Lullabye’’;

Goodnight, my angel, it’s time to 
dream

And dream how wonderful your 
life will be

Some dav your child may. pry 
And if you sing this lullabye 
Then in your heart there-will al­

ways be a part of me, . 
Someday, we’ll all be gone.
But lullabyes go on and on.
They never die.
That's how you and I will be.

Truth in Sentencing’
Truth in Sentencing' legislation, 
vjhich has passed the state Senate 
and is no-i-/ before the House, 
wouid:

B Require that criminals 
convicted of assault crimes serve 
at least their minimum 
sentences.
B Eliminate 'good time' 
reductions in minimum 
sentences.
■ Allow disciplinary time to be 
added to sentences of convicts 
who misbehave in prison.

m mmi m
r ■ ^ m

m
mmm

i#

mm
mmi maim

wmm

mm. mm
i!*Wi

m
lUi-v

IS
n

mmm
..p

JOURNAL PHOTO/JACK QRUBER
After a day at the Capitol promoting ‘Truth in Sentencing’ law, Linda Clark picks up her daughter, Kasey, and looks over 
the day’s work from preschool.
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By Catherine Kaza
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Less, than 14 months ago, Lin­
da Clark was fresh with grief, af­
ter her husband was murdered 
when he stumbled upon a Gene­
see Township convenience store 
robbery by five teen-agers.

On Friday, the Richfield 
Township woman and her two 
children witnessed the culmina­
tion of months of work, as Clark 
stood among a distinguished 
bevy of local and state officials 
who watched Gov. John Engler 
sign two bills requiring criminals 
convicted of violent crimes to 
serve the minimum time for 
which they are sentenced.

“We’re sending a message to 
violent criminals, that we’re mad 
as hell and we’re not going to 
take it anymore,” Engler told a 
crowd of 100 packed into Gene­
see County Circuit Court Judge 
Robert M. Ransom’s courtroom 
Friday afternoon.

The bills also would eliminate . 
“good time” sentence reductions, 
establish “bad time” sentence in­
creases for prisoners who misbe­
have and require that minimum 
sentences be served in a secure 
facility.

The “truth-iri-sentencing” 
laws were proposed by state Sen. 
William Van Regenmorter, R- 
Jenison, in 1991.

But officials credit Clark for
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Linda Clark and Gov. John Engler in Flint Friday.

collecting 40,000 signatures in a 
petition drive, pushing the idea 
through the Legislature.

The laws won’t take effect un­
til sentencing guidelines are re­
vamped.

“It’s been a long, hard effort, 
, but it has a positive outcome for 
all of us,” said Clark, who is 34. “I 
think the most important thing is 
that citizens can and dj,d make a 
difference.”

Clark said the petition drive 
was done in memory of her 37- 
year-old husband, who always 
put others first. He was killed on 
May 10, 1993.

She still remembers how the 
teens who eventually were con­
victed in the murder of her hus­
band laughed at her during their 
trials.

. “It is our hope that this will be

the beginning of a shift in atti­
tude,” Clark told the crowd, who 
gave her a standing ovation.

“Criminals in Michigan will 
no longer find it so easy to laugh 
at the criminal justice system,” 
she said. “We’re protecting our 
basic right to safety.”

Now that “truth in sentenc­
ing” is behind her, Clark would 
like to devote her attention to ju­
venile law reform, effective reha­
bilitation in jails and early child­
hood intervention.

Her children, Kasey and Wes­
ley, continue to motivate her 
work to help reform criminal 
laws, Clark said.

“It’s important for them to see 
that changes can be made,” said 
Clark. “They’ve been a big part of 
these changes.”
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Sentences vs. time served

?0
Mlirrtor

Average sentences and 
length ol lime expected to ' 
bn served for vnrioits 
slale courl convictions:

] 20 yr, 3 mo.
8 yr, 8 mo.

Rape

nolibery
I 5 yr, 2 mo.

J 13 yr, 4 mo.

I 9 yr, 7 mo. 
I 3 yr, 9 mo.

Oiirglnry

Dmg ollenses ^

J 6 yr, 8 mo.
2 yr, 2 mo.

J 5 yr, 6 mo. y Sentence 
Time served

1 yr, 7 mo.
Weapons I__J 4 yr, 2 mo.
ollenses 11 yr, 8 mo.

Source. Biiteoud 
Justice Slatislirs 
(March l993repoi1)

In Mich., 

a widow 

fights back
Hy nnl>l>io Itowirtt 
USA T()t)AY

PUNT. Mirh. - If it weren't 
for nni»er, Undn Clark mighi 
not feei anything at nil.

Her range of emotion Is ns 
ronstricteil as her throat wa.s 
the night she learned her hiis- 
t);md, Krvln, .17, had hern tnnr- 
tlernl when he slundded upon 
a convenience store robbery.

Clark l.s stoic when site talks 
abotjl the five teens Involved. 
1 wt) are serving life senlences. 
rite other three, serving 
shorter sentences, she says, 
"got away with murder."

What enrages her most is 
that none of the three Is likely 
to SCI ve his full sentence under 
Michigan’s ‘’good-time" policy, 
which ran lop 20''-'/ off a well- 
beliuvr<l inmate’s sofUciicc.

"They should not be given a 
second chancH." she sjiys. "Ke­
vin wasn’t given n second 
chance lie wnsn't even given a 
second thought."

In the II months since the 
killijig, she has channeled her 
rage Into a petition drive that 
has netted 18,000 signatures 
calling for sentencing r‘'form

I oday, the Michigan Legisln- 
lure Is experlnl lo answer 
Oatk’s call. A Senate cfjitmtlt- 
lee likely will OK a controver­
sial (t ufh ill sentencing law Hint 
would outlaw goo<l lime.

I he l)ill adds "bad linte" - 
(lays lackcil on the sentence of 
inmnlos who niishelinve.

Indiana Is the only oilier 
slate consideiing such a bill.

Critics say the law Is mainly 
punitive and loo costly. Doing 
away with good lime will also 
make it tougher lo control in­
mates. some experts suggest.

Hut slate .Sen. William Van 
Rcgenmorler. n Republican, 
s-ays the bill Is Important vie- 
Unis' rights legislation

"Knowing how long n violeni 
prisoner is going lo be Incar- 
iTraleil is reassuring, especial­
ly to the viclim," he says.

In the US. House, Rep Jim

Ovtrolt

USA TODAV

Chapm.nn, D-Texas, hopes lo 
pul the Issue on Ihe nnllonal 
agend.T by amending his bill lo 
overall crime legislallon. His 
bill provides inceiilive money 
lo slales lo ndopi such laws.

"A lol ol people say, 'Why 
are you doing Ibis?'" Clark 
says, "ihe tpieslinn I ask Is, 
'How did Ibis happen?' We ns a 
sociely need lo regain control."

Kevin Clark, who owned a 
small ronslniclion company, 
wns eul down by n 3R0cnlibcr 
bullet on a warm nighi In May.

Me had slopped nl Mike's 
Market on his way home from 
work lo buy Ireal.s for his Ivfo 
childrr • f-’ive’n i'ns were Il..h- 

Tng Ihe store Ihey had just 
robbed of beer nnd J.HIO.

Clark moved lo gel n look nl 
Iheir car'silicen.se plales. The 
leein finnicked .Shoiil.s of "pop 
him" were reported. \ shot 
rang mil. 1 he ear sped off.

"Ilhniighl I wns unlourhnhlo 
by stirh a horrendous crime," 
snysl intIn f lark, n homemak­
er rnislng Iheir children on .So- 
cinl Security. "Nobody is Im­
mune."

Aided by one of the young 
men's iinele. pnlire caught Ihe 
teens within .IB hours.

1 wo agreed lo testify ngninst 
the others, fine. Lawrence 
While. I."), got eight In I.B years. 
The other, Freddie C.rifrin, 17, 
got IS to ,in years.

Clark has crilicired Ihe plea 
ngreemcnls. Dili proseeiilnr Ar. 
Ihur Buseh says llic testimony 
was necessary lo ensure the

-Mi..
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They should not be 
given a second 
chance. Kevin wasn't 
given a second 
chance. He wasn't 
even given a second 
thought.

55
- Linda Clark

tt

‘NOBODY IMMUNE’: Linda 
nnd Kevin Clark with Iheir kids, 

Photo, brJooF..jiich.AP VVesley. 7, tell, and Kasey. 5. 
‘HOW DID THIS HAPPEN?’: Linda Clark’s husband, Kevin, 37, Linda says her children’s se- 
was slain when he stumbled upon a convenience store robbery, curlty was shallercd.'

other three were convicted.
► The shooter, Victor Polk, 

17, who police say has no crim­
inal record, was sentenced lo 
life In prison without parole.

► Kavin GrllTm, 17, a cousin 
of Freddie C'.rimn, wns sen­
tenced to 25 lo 50 years.

► Stanley Adams, 17, Is serv­
ing life without parole — not 
for the CInrk murder but for 
Ihe slnylng of a rivni drug <le.nl- 
cr two weeks before the rolt- 
bery. He got life with parole tor 
Ihe Clark killing.

Linda Clark has not one loin 
of compassion for the young 
men, who say they never 
rheani lo shoot Kevin Clark, 
only lo scare him.

Carolyn Griffin, whose son, 
Freddie, lesliried against his 
friends, savs she doesn't under­
stand why'Clark is so Intent on 
keeping her son off Ihe streets 
for the rest of his life.

"They weren't trying to hurt 
nobody. They mode a mis­
take," she s.oys.

.She also wonders about

Polk, whom she hns known 
since he wns a child. He won’t 
have the chance lo rear his I.T- 
mnnlh-nld son: "That hoy has 
lost his darkly." Griffin snys.

Nothing about Ihe murder 
angers Clark more than Ihe 
thought ol her own children — 
Wesley, 7, and Kasey, 5 - 
growing up without a father.

"I try lo tell them Ihe world 
is o sate place," she says. 
"1 heir security wns shallercd. 
... I liave to do something so 
Ihey know they can be safe."
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DO CRIME, DO TIME: Michigan’s 
Senate passed two “truth in sen­
tencing" bills to require that crimi- 

' nals serve at least the minimum 
sentence for serious crimes and 

- add "bad time” for misbehavior.
Watching as the bills passed unani­
mously; Linda Clark, who gathered 
34,000 signahires promoting the 
idea after robbers killed her hus­
band, Kevin, 37, wlien he stopped 
at a neighborhood store to buy can­
dy for his two children. “I’m glad 
we’re getting accountability back 
into the system. We never should 
have lost it," she said. Gov; John Engler is likely to sign the 
bills, says state Sen. William Van Regenmorter, R-Jenison,

' the bills’sponsor. — Jennifer Kauss

li
felt:

CLARK; 'Getting ac­
countability back'
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By Jim Larkin
JOURNAL POLITICAL WRITER

Last week’s unanimous state 
House passage of “truth-in-sen- 
tencing” biJls means a yearlong 
battle by Linda Roster Clark to 
have the legislation enacted 
should come to an end later this 
month.

But don’t expect Clark to stop 
her anti-crime drive when Gov. 
John M. Engler signs the bills into 
law.

Next up for the Richfield 
Township resident is a legislative 
push to rid prisons of weightlift­
ing equipment and other frills 
provided to inmates and make 
first-time juvenile offenders more 
accountable for their actions.

“I plan to promote legslation 
on both at the same time,” Clark 
said. “Our prisons should be 
geared more toward punishment 
than luxury. Why should we pro­
vide prisoners with weightlifting 
equipment so they can be physi­
cally stronger when they get out?

“We also have to make sure 
there’s more accountability for 
juveniles on their first offense, so 
they don’t go on to more serious 
offenses.”

Clark’s husband, Kevin, was 
killed in May 1993 when he hap­
pened upon the robbery of a Gen­
esee Township convenience store 
by five teen-agers.

Clark said the truth-in-sen­
tencing bills, which will ensure 
that convicted criminals serve 
their minimum sentence, only 
provides the foundation for the 
more extensive crimineil reform

she will pursue.
Clark’s goals are still one year' 

from becoming reality, said state 
Sen. William Van Regenmorter, 
R-Hudsonville, sponsor of the 
bills.

Van Regenmorter said he ex­
pects the Senate to approve the 
truth-in-sentencing amendments 
Tuesday and Engler to sign the 
bills into law by the end of June,

But they are tied to yet-to-be 
approved legislation establishing 
a commission to set state sen­
tencing guidelines. After the Leg­
islature authorizes the commis­
sion - composed of judges, pros­
ecutors, lawyers and victims - it 
likely will take a year for the 
group to finish its task.

“I think what will happen is a 
clear prioritization of our prison 
space so our most dangerous peo­
ple will serve the longest time in 
prison,” Van Regenmorter said. ,

“Truth-in-sentencing will re­
sult in some increase in the num­
ber of people in our piisons, but 
not a large one, and the increase 
will be those who are the most vi­
olent. Which is as it should be,” 
he said.

Not everyone, however, 
shares that opinion. State Sen. 
Jack Welbom, R-Kalamazoo, said 
the sentencing guidelines are 
likely to be tied to prison capaci­
ty, which could mean more le­
nient sentencing guidelines in 
some cases.

“The truth-in-sentencing leg­
islation will reduce the number of 
inmates eligible for alternative 
sentencing, thereby increasing

Please see CRUSADER, C2

CRUSADER
Continued from Cl
the number of non-violent crimi­
nals in prison,” Welbom said.

“A majority... approved truth- 
in-sentencing before they even 
knew what the sentencing guide­
lines would be. In other words, 
they put fancy gift-wrapping on 
an empty package.”

Clark, however, said she will 
follow the commission’s actions 
to make sure the sentencing 
guidelines for violent offenders 
are stronger.

“I don’t foresee a problem,” 
Clark said. “If anything, we v/ant 
to see them (sentences) in­
creased.”
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Area widow wins i 
'truth in sentencing’;
FROM JOURNAL LANSING BUREAU AP ’ 
REPORTS t

Lansing - If you do thef 
crime, you will do the time. That^ 
is the message of legislation oni 
Its way to Gov. John M. Engler. i

The Senate gave final legisla-; 
live approval Tuesday to “truth im 
sentencing” bills that would force! 
criminals to serve at least their: 
minimum sentence for violent or , 
serious crimes.

The bills would eliminate; , 
“good time” reductions in prison-.- i 
ers’ minimum sentences, require! ;[ 
“bad time” to be imposed on! 
those who misbehave and require; 
that minimum sentences be- 
seiwed in a secure facility.

Affected by the legislation are; I 
those convicted of murder, negli- 
gent homicide, rape, armed rob-. | 
bery and breaking and entering.; \ 
Misdemeanor offenses are not in-! S 
eluded. ;!

The legislation -is linked to a’ / 
revision in sentencing guidelines,; 
which is not yet completed. Both;' .) 
must be approved before either! i! 
can take effect. ' i; ;

“I’m glad weTe getting ac-!- j 
countability back into the system.;* j 
We never should have lost it,”i I 
said Linda Clark. 1

Her husband, Kevin Clark of i 
Genesee County’s Richfield 
Township, was shot to death by f 
fleeing robbers May 10, 1993. The! D 
37-year-old father had stopped at | 
a neighborhood store to buy can£ f 
dy for his two children.

The slaying spurred Clark to 
begin collecting signatures on pe? : 
tilions urging lawmakers to make 
sure criminals stay behind bars' : 
for at least their minimum sen-f' ; 
tences.

ate gallery as the chamber passed 
the two bills, 30-0 and 33-0. At 
one point, the senators stopped 
work to give her a round of ap­
plause.

“It shows the citizens make a 
, difference,” she said. “Truth in 
: sentencing is the strong founda- 
' tion for other needed reforms.” '

“I’m glad for the bipartisan 
support and the cooperation, 
across the board. You can sense 
the attitude starting to shift and! 

; change. The citizens can and did 
i make a difference here.”

She said she would work on;
I related issues, including re-'
: vamped sentencing guidelines 
: and corrections issues. !
I By early this spring, she had 
; collected more than .34,000 signal 
I tures. She said many people 
wrote to her to express their out- 

: rage that some criminals went 
free long before their minimum 
sentences were done. .;

“This finally will start to re­
store some integrity to the sys­
tem,” said Sen. William Van Re- 
genmorter, R-Jenison and the. 
sponsor of the bills. “People had 
no idea when a person was going 
to be released.”

Journal political v/riter Jim Larkin contrib'-'
,1 uted to this report.
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Genesee Twp. widow gets crime-victim award
By Thomas Nord
JOURNAL LANSING BUREAU

Lansing - Until she became a victim 
herself. Linda Clark of Genesee Township 
said, she rarely gave crime issues much 
thought.

But now, “each time I meet a crime vic­
tim. I feel their pain,” said Clark. Her hus­
band, Kevin, was killed May 10, 1993, dur­
ing a convenience store robbery.

With her son Wesley, 7, and daughter 
Kasey, 5, at her side, Clark on Wednesday 
accepted the Outstanding Victim Advocate 
of the Year award from Sen. William Van 
Regenmorter, R-Jenison, for her efforts in 
speaking out against violence.

“I knew within a few weeks (of the 
murder) that I was going to do some­
thing,” Clark said. “I wanted to direct that 
anger into something positive.”

Clark's award came as dozens of peo­
ple gathered outside the Capitol for a vigil 
in memory of victims of violence.

Held to commemorate National Crime 
Victims Week, the event gave victims’ 
rights organizations from around Michi­
gan a chance to recognize how far they 
have come over the years and where they 
have to go.

Among those at the Capitol was Mar­
lene Piasecki, whose husband, Joseph, the

superintendent for Chelsea schools, was 
shot and killed in his office Dec. 16.

For months after her husband’s mur­
der, Piasecki said she kept her emotions to 
herself, allowing others to cany the torch 
foi crime victims' rights.

But on Tuesday, Piasecki broke her si­
lence when she testified before the state 
House Judiciaiy Committee, which is con­
sidering truth-in-sentencing legislation.

Passed last week by the Senate, the bill 
eliminates “good time” credits for prison 
inmates and forces them to serve their 
minimum sentence.

Supreme Court Justice Patricia Boyle 
supported victims’ rights.

“Victims are no longer alone, they are 
no longer helpless and they are no longer 
excluded from the process.” Boyle said. “A 
just government cannot ignore human suf­
fering in the development of public poli­
cy"

Prosecutors are now required to keep 
victims posted of every step of the criminal 
justice process, including getting their ap­
proval before allowing a plea bargain.

Victims now have the right to speak at 
sentencing hearings, while mandatory fees 
paid by convicted criminals help pay vic­
tims’ rights advocates on each county 
prosecutor’s staff.
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Linda Clark receives an award as her children Kasey (center), 5, and Wesleyr" 
7, look on.
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