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November 24, 1999 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 
Dawn Woollen 
Executive Assistant to Bruce R. Lindsay 
The White House, 2nd Floor, West Wing 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave N W 
Washington, DC 20502 

Dear Dawn: 

Please find attached the brochure for TTLA's 50th Anniversary Meeting on 
December 10, 1999, in Houston. Also enclosed is a draft article regarding Joe Tonahill who will 
be our keynote speaker and is one of my true Texas heroes. The focus of his talk will be that 
maintaining a successful plaintiffs practice is challenging today, but trial lawyers have always 
faced challenges. My CV is included as well. 

I have a few additional thoughts that may be helpful as follows: 

(1) Hartley Hampton is the current President whom I will succeed. He's been a great 
fundraiser for TTLA and the President may want to recruit him for Hillary's Senate campaign. 

(2) Don Bowen (Houston trial lawyer) is a great Democrat that I believe the President 
probably knows or, at least, has met. He's been very active with the DSCC and is close to pgj l^^Aj^n^ 
Senator Tom Daschle. Don has recently been diagnosed with inoperable cancer. He has been^g^^y^^ 
instrumental in moving me into TTLA's leadership. If appropriate, it would be particularly j ^ j j XM 
meaningful to offer prayers and support for Don and his wife, Latimer. 

(3) I don't think the President will need any further information on me, but please 
feel free to call if he does. I have a laser-like focus on getting $2 million raised for our 
Legislative Victory Fund to insure we keep the Texas House and retake the Senate ~ so that we 
have a chance at fair redistricting plans. No one knows better than the President how important 
Texas is in this regard. We're also constructing a new building on my watch and planning the 
start-up of a new Intemet company! 
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I am very, very appreciative of the President's offer to do this video. The bill for the 
costs associated with the video should be sent directly to me at the above address. If additional 
information is needed prior to Monday, please feel free to call me at home at 214/891-0921 or 
you can call Willie Chapman, Communications Director for TTLA, at his home, 512/258-2629 
or contact him by pager, 512/606-0074. 

Thank you so much for your help and Happy Holidays! 

Sincerely, 

Debbie D. Branson 
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I am pleased to join you on this very special day, for the Texas Trial Lawyers Association's 50"̂  
Anniversary Meeting and Debbie Branson's swearing in as president. 

Because of the TTLA's work, the legal landscape is vastly different than it was in 1949. Joe 
Tonahill, today's keynote speaker, worked to implement a jury wheel, ensuring a more diverse 
jury pool. In 1974, the Comparative Responsibility Act became law, giving plaintiffs greater 
recourse; and workers compensation laws have evolved to protect employees, not just the 
employers. All of this has been accomplished in the first 50 years.. .1 look forward to seeing 
what is accomplished in the next 50! 

I would like to congratulate my good friend, Debbie Branson, on being sworn in as president of 
the TTLA. On a personal note, Hillary and I have known Debbie for a long time, and I can't tell 
you what her friendship has meant to us. I honestly can't think of a better person, and lawyer, to 
lead the TTLA into the 21" century. 

Last, but not least, I would like to offer my thoughts and prayers to Dan Bowen, and his wife 
Latimer, as they face Dan's illness together. God bless you both in this very difficuh time. 

To the members of the Texas Trial Lawyers Association, congratulations on an important first 50 
years, I wish you the best as you move into the 21" Century with Debbie Branson at the helm. 
Texas, and the nation, is a better place because of your work. 



DEBBIE DUDLEY BRANSON 
4514 Cole Avenue 
Eighteenth Floor 

Dallas, Texas 75205 
Ph: 214/522-0200 

Fax: 214/521-4012 
email: debbranson@aol.com 

LAW PRACTICE 

• Licensed to practice in Texas and Arkansas. 

Law Offices of Frank L. Branson, P.C., Dallas, Texas, 1983 - present 
• Litigation strategy including focus groups, attitudinal surveys, voir dire, witness 

preparation, argument, and jury de-briefing. 
• Oversight of case management and expenses. 
• Various administrative matters including health care insurance for firm, establishment of 

§401(k) plan and transfer of assets from pension and profit sharing plan, miscellaneous 
personnel and business issues. 

Arnold, Lavender, Rochelle, Barnette & Franks, Texarkana, Arkansas, 1980 - 1983 
• Engaged in the general practice of law. 

EDUCATION 

Arkansas State University, B.S.E. 1977, Student of Special Disfinction 
University of Arkansas, J.D. 1980, Distinguished Law Student Award 
University of Texas at Dallas, M.S. 1993 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

Participation and leadership in various professional organizations including: 

Texas Trial Lawyers Association 
President-Elect(1999). 

• Treasurer, Executive Committee - Officer of the organization directly responsible for 
management of budget (1996 - 1998). 

• Board of Directors - Oversees direction and operation of organization (1994 - present). 
• Trustee, TTLA Benefit Trust - One of the trustees responsible for management of Trust 

purchasing and providing health care insurance coverage for member participants 
(1996-97). Trust terminated in 1997. 

• SMU Law School Chapter Advisory Board (1998 - present). 
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Association of Trial Lawyers of America 
Vice-Chair, List Committee (1999-2000) 
Key Persons Committee (1998-99) 
List Advisory Committee (1998-99) 
ATLA PAC Board of Trustees (1999-2002) 

• 1999 Wiedeman/Wysocki Award 
• Sustaining Member 
Arkansas Trial Lawyers Association 
Arkansas Bar Association 
American Bar Association 
State Bar of Texas 
Dallas Bar Association 
• Publications Committee -1990 
Dallas Women Lawyers Association ^ 
College of the State Bar of Texas 
112th American Inn of Court, Dallas \SiJ ^ 
American Society of Writers on Legal Subjects "^^^5^ ^ \^-^ 

GUBERNATORIAL AND PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS 

Appointments to statutorily and legislativelv created state and federal agencies: 

Securities Investor Protection Corporation (1995 - present) 
^v/ • ^^^ '̂Vice Chair, Board of Trustees. Appointed by President Bill Clinton. Agency established ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ promote public confidence in the nation's securities markets by guaranteeing the retum j ^ .< 
i ^ * / of property within certain limits to investors if securities firms fail. SIPC is a member- ^ J ^ " 

financed, private, nonprofit corporation. / < ^ 
Chair, Budget Committee. $70 million projected revenue (1998); $1.1 billirSn reserve. 

Chair, Select Committee on Rate and Policy Form Regulation (1994) 
• Appointed by Govemor Ann Richards. Interim committee established to study insurance ^ M 

rate and policy form regulation in the state of Texas including: 
1) Effects of changes in insurance regulation previously made; 
2) Degree of competition in insurance industry; and 
3) Availability of motor vehicle insurance, number of uninsured drivers, and number 

of drivers insured through TAIPA to determine if certain geographic areas are 
under served. 

Texas Judicial Council (1992-1997) 
• Appointed by Govemor Ann Richards. Agency charged by statute with studying and 

gathering statistics on the organization, rules, procedures and practice, work 
accomplished, results, and uniformity of the discretionary powers of the state courts and 
methods for improvement. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Co-author of various articles relafing to trial techniques and demonstrative evidence for such 
magazines as TRIAL, Litigation and Products Liability. Editor of the Texas Trial Lawyers 
Association Forum fi-om 1991-1994. 

CIVIC. CHARITABLE. POLITICAL 

Contributor to various organizations which represent commitment to social and political issues 
involving women, child abuse, choice, and the election of Democrats. Currently, leadership 
roles are limited to the following: 

Dallas Women's Foundation 
President, 1999 

• President-Elect, 1998 (Executive Committee) 
• Chair, Nominating Committee, 1997 (Executive Committee) 
• Board of Directors, 1994 - present 
Planned Parenthood 
• Secretary, 1998 - 1999 (Executive Committee) 
• Investment Advisory Committee, 1998 - present 
• Board of Directors, 1995 - present 
Women's Leadership Forum (Democratic National Committee), Texas Chair, 1997 - present 
Garry Mauro for Governor Campaign, Finance Chair, 1998 

REPRESENTATION OF ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Democratic National Committee, Managing Trustee, 1992-93; 1996-97 
Emily's List, Majority Council; Trustee, 1996 
League of Women Voters of Dallas 
Dallas County Democratic Party, Finance Council 
Dallas Democratic Forum, Advisory Board 
National Committee for the Prevention of Child Abuse, Board of Directors, 1993-96; Chair, 

Long Range Planning Committee, 1995; Co-Chair, Campaign for Healthy Families-
Board Fund Division, 1996 

Dallas CASA, Special Advocate for two foster children 
Leadership Council-Campaign for Equal Access 2000, 1999 
Contact 214, Telephone Counselor 1992; Board of Directors, 1992-93; Chair, Distinguished 

Lecture Series, 1994 
AIDS Interfaith Network, Board of Directors, 1993 
Junior League of Dallas, Sustainer 
Daughters of American Revolution, Public Relations Chairman, 1991, 1992; Corresponding 

Secretary 1992-94 
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HONORS 

Leadership America -1997 
Leadership Dallas -1994 
1996 Women in Leadership Conference, Honorary Chair 
Who's Who Among Rising Young Americans 
Who's Who Among Notable American Women 
Nominee for Laurel Award 

PERSONAL 

Married to Frank L. Branson, owner of the law firm of Frank L. Branson, P.C., which began in 
1981 and specializes in personal injury litigation. Frank is an avid hunter, golfer and antique j 
gun collector. Debbie enjoys hiking, reading and adding to her various antique collecfions. 
They enjoy intemational travel and experiencing the cultural differences of people around the 
world. The Bransons have two children: Jennifer, 27, and Buck, 25, one a graduate of and the 
other a law student at Southem Methodist University Law School. 
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The Honorable Joe Tonabill, Keynote Speaker 
in Houston on December l 0th. will draw hi 
experience and accomplishments. 

Fo1'!. 

TTLA's t'iftietn Anniversarv CrJebration 
a remarkable b dth of 

Mo$t widely known for repre$enting Jack Ruby n the Oswald nrurder trial in 1964, ~fr. 
T onahill also succe&Sfully defended clients in a 1 54 murder case that was reponed in 
Time magazine. ·Among his leaal "firsts" are th largest wrongful death verdict in the 
world affirmed at the time (Miller v. Permenter 1950) and the first traumatic cancer 
cue ever affi.nned (Trav.iws Ins. Co. v. Rowan in 1952). 

All along the way, Joe Ton8bill has taken a lead ole in advancing the profession. When 
the association that became TTI..A was formed · 1949, Tonahill was not only there for 
the meeting, but along with Maury Maverick, S . helped put the whole atTairtogether. 

Tbat group was comprised of several pioneers o. the plaintiff's practice in Texas. At the 
time of the meetin& trial lawyers had few ftiend , and Texas families had few protections. 
Third party liability was non·existent, civil jurie were chosen by a jwy commissioner 
system, even 1 percent negligence barred plainti s from recovery, injured workers had few 

· allies against iuesponsible employers and as.best s companies poisoned people across the 
globe with imnwnity. 

Mr~ Tonahill helped bring together those first pi neers who have given Texas trial lawyers 
a rich legacy of protecting T~as families. Sin that first meeting in 1949, those pioneers 
worked togethetr to e-.stahlish third party liahility, the C.omparative R.e~ponAibility Act of 
1974 and a myriad of other tort protections gai through both case law and legislative 
action. 

Graduating from Washington College of'Law in 1941, Mr. Tonahill's legal career took a 
baclcseat to TTnited Stat.M Navy set'Vice in the P ci:fic Theater during World Wax 11 Born 
in Hughes Springs, Mr. Tonahill chose another ast Texas town, 1asper, as the place for 
IWI lKw pr•ct.ice. Pa.·tned.ng with his University f Texas classmate Joe Fisher (now the 
Honorable Judge Fisher. Federal lui;lge in the E stern District), Mr. Tonahill started down 
the successful career he continues today. 

A austainins member of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America since 1946, Tonahill 
i8 also a cO-rowuie.r of the National Association f Criminal Defemc Lawyers, the 
International Academy of Trial Lawyers, and th International Society of Barristers. 

Between trials and trail bluing in the legal field, Joe T onahill and his wife Violett (now 
deceased) raised six children and became stalw s of the community in Jasper. 

When the time came to choose the best person t keynote TILA's Fiftieth Anniversary 
Celebration. there was no choice. 1oe Tonahill · a living legend. 
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JOE 11. TOHAlllLt 
Jasper, Tax~s 7S9S 

14091 38f..;.2~U1 

Max•l~~ to Viole~~ Sai~h 11941-1997, deaea&e )1 Pix ehi14ren; Episcopal Church; 
~rn Bu9hes Spri1:19s, Texae; Grad\l•te, Po~t ~ hur Hi9h, 1932; 

Pre-Law. Unive~Bity C! TtlXllB; LLB Wi\f.llllalu~l.VJl Colle9e of L~w, l9U; Del~E. l'>tppa 
Epailon (U.T.)J Sigma Nu Phi ILegal-NCL); 

.MIJIU.tted to the Texas Bar, 19411 -~enlber, Sup emu.Court of Texas Bar; 

Momber n~ n_ 9. Court of Appaals Bar, Fifth ir~~it, u. s. Supreme Co~rt Bar: 

PAGE 

Bonon1ry Life .Member and Past. State Vice-C nde.r, American Lag-ion (Texas) : u. s. 
Navy, w.w,:i::t, :11;:1-vice in 3·Z\!, SU>, an.! 7tb r 9et9 i11 Pacific; 

Life M$mber. Bast 'rexali Peaoe Officer's AH 

Life M6inber, O.T. 1x~&~~dents' Aaeoci•tio"' 

Life fellQ"W and Sueteininq Mamber, Texas Bar F0Uf\datton1 

Keabtu, American Tria.L Liawyers A8aociat:J.u11 ,_ \d fonier Goverl\or ~hGr61of for T~xas, 
~ou.isiana, Alab.11.Jn;a, Georgia, MissisaipP1, Pl xi~ 19SS-S61 Sustaining MeJnber 
cine• l9H' Governfl.,. n112-9!i; Honor•rv Life mber lua.erican 'l'rial l.awyers 
Associ~tion1 · 

Melllber, Nllil~lcan DQG~~ 9~ ~rial Advoc~t~ar 

r.n-l'oundsr ~ Cha.rt.er Member, Nat.:lonal Aaeoc· t:i.Qn of CriJQJ.nal Defense Lawyer&; 

Co-rounder & past Presidant, 'Ie;ii:as Trial La •re ~ssocio.tion, 1951-521 

Co .. !'oundar, International Academy of 'l'rial awyers, former Director, a.nd.Chairraar 
of ies Executive COR1111lttee1 

Co-Founder an~ former Director, lnternaticn l S~ciety of Barristersi 

•aet Pre&ida11.~ of rir1t Judicial Di~trict I r At!•ociatiQn, 1951: 

DiJ~eotor, State .Bar ot: Texas, l95u-6I r 

Chai:rm.an,·Tor+ •nn Cnmpansation Section, St ~e Bar ot Texas, l,61-621 

Former laeturer for University of ~exae law Sch~ol's Law-Science In~titute on 
med1co-ie~a1 proble1Ni1 

ci~Y Attorney, Jas-pex, Texas 1947-198SJ Cha raa.~ Board, First National B&nlt, 
Jasper, 'l'tllxas, 1947-19851 

Chier 'Ieu& Cqgni,et in dabneo of Jack R.t"lby which trial was eelected by 
As1ooiated Press and Uill ._. the top neva st ry for 1964 (Case reversed for Ruby) 
407 s. w. 2d 793)i 
'.l'rave1ers ID•. Co. v, IlOWand, 197 r. 24 283 (5 Cir.). First traumatic cancer ca 
ever affiI'JllBd ti9S2)J 

Jl.iI1ar v. Perlll8nter, 243 .s.w. 2d 4S9 (19§0). Lar;aat wron9ful dsoth verdict in 
Q& vo.rii ad:i.~d. 11+: H1;1.t time1 

Who' a Who in Texas Toda~ 1 MQlllber, "TWo Tl'la and! Men of Ach:l111vement" (London} f 

1'ho'• Mho in AuJe:dean t.awr 

lfe.r Houa Award, 2/89, Southern Trial La.wy rs ASsoc1n.:S.on in N.iw Oj,l>itans1 

i:;elected io the Best i.aityere in A.meric:a, L 8!1 -· 

Cbainpion of Ju&tice ~ward, Stalwarts of Ami ric~n Trial Lawyers Aesociation, 
Chiceqc, 199". 

l'lii.c:ikDtc>no 11.wax-4; l'effqr1111nn Caunty, Texas, B11.:r As:11ociation Law Day May 1, 1998. 
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I am pleased to join you on this very special day, for the Texas Trial Lawyers Association's 50"' 
Anniversary Meeting and Debbie Branson's swearing in as president. 

Because of the TTLA's work, the legal landscape is vastly different than it was in 1949. Joe 
Tonahill, today's keynote speaker, worked to implement a jury wheel, ensuring a more diverse 
jury pool. In 1974, the Comparative Responsibility Act became law, giving plaintiffs greater 
recourse; and workers compensation laws have evolved to protect employees, not just the 
employers. All of this has been accomplished in the first 50 years...! look forward to seeing 
what is accomplished in the next 50! 

1 would like to congratulate my good friend, Debbie Branson, on being swom in as president of 
the TTLA. On a personal note, Hillary and I have known Debbie for a long time, and I can't tell 
you what her friendship has meant to us. I honestly can't think of a better person, and lawyer, to 
lead the TTLA into the 21'*' century. 

Last, but not least, 1 would like to offer my thoughts and prayers to Dan Bowen, and his wife 
Latimer, as they face Dan's illness together. God bless you both in this very difficult time. 

To the members of the Texas Trial Lawyers Association, congratulations on an important first 50 
years, I wish you the best as you move into the 21'̂ ' Century with Debbie Branson at the helm. 
Texas, and the nation, is a better place because of your work. 




