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It is a privilege to join you this evening in paying tribute to James Farmer. When Martin 
Luther King said, "Courage faces fear and thereby masters it,Me must have had James Farmer in 
mind - for few Americans have faced a more fearsome task, or left a greater legacy of positive 
change. 

Many men and women who fought for civil rights showed courage. But it took a special 
kind of bravery to be among the first to challenge the system. Back in the 1930s, years before 
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus, James Farmer was advocating the 
use of nonviolent mass movements to fight racism. Then, in 1942, at a Chicago diner, he took 
part in the first organized civil rights sit-in in American history. When later asked why he could 
not even consider violence as a means of protest, Farmer replied, "We are fighting back - we're 
only using new weapons." 

James Farmer's work did not end that day at the Chicago lunch counter. As a founder of 
CORE, he went on to help bring down Jim Crow by leading freedom rides, voter drives and 
marches - enduring repeated beatings and jailings along the way. Because of Farmer's 
leadership, and of others like him, "colored" and "white only" signs don't hang in cafeterias and 
restrooms as a sign of what we must overcome... they hang in museums of a sign of all we have 
overcome. 

In the nearly forty years since the Freedom Rides, America has continued to march 
forward, ever forward, as Farmer urged us. We have stumbled along the way, but we have 
always gotten up. The path is not always as easy to see, but the goal of justice and equality has 
remained clear. We know that there are still too many places where opportunity is not equal and 
where people are not fully free to redeem the promise of America. But we know our nation is 
stronger because of the path we have taken - the path blazed by James Farmer. What he taught 
us transcends race. He taught us both to perceive and overcome our shortcomings; to challenge 
our nation to live up to its deepest ideals, and in so doing, to become stronger. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

### 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR DINNER HONORING JAMES FARMER 
WASHINGTON, DC 
[Date TK] 

It is a privilege to join you this evening in paying tribute to James Farmer. As one of t^ie\ 
forefathers of our nation's civil rights movement, Faremer spent a lifetime on the front 
lines ofthe struggle for justice - healing racial divisions ... celebrating our diversity ... 
working to build One America. Martin Luther King once said, "Courage faces fear and 
thereby masters it." DR.KING MUST HAVE HAD James Farmer IN MIND WHEN HE 
WROTE THOSE WORDS, FOR FEW AMERICANS HAVE FACED A MORE 
FEARSOME TASK, OR LEFT A GREATER LEGACY OF POSITIVE CHANGE. 

/JOSH, THIS NEXT SECTION IS A IT TOO DISCURSIVE. YOU'RE CONVEYING 
INFO, RATHER THAN DECLARING TRUTHS7/5 lesson at an early age-years before 
Dr. King led the March on Washington, or Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a 
Montgomery bus. 
MANY MEN AND WOMEN WHO FOUGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS SHOWED 
COURAGE. BUT IT TOOK A SPECIAL KIND OF BRAVERY TO BE AMONG THE 
FIRST TO CHALLENGE THE SYSTEM. BACK THE 1930S, WHEN DR. KING AND 
ROSA PARKS WERE CHILDREN [CK], JAMES FARMER WAS [WHAT? WRITING 
ABOUT? ADVOCATING? HE DIDN'T DO ANYTHING CONCRETE TILL '42, 
RIGHT?]the idea of using nonviolenT mass movements TO FIGHT RACISM. Then, in 
1942, at a Chicago diner, Farmer took part in the first organized civil rights sit-in in 
American history. When later asked WHY HE DIDN'T FIGHT BACK AGAINST TK 
[SET UP QUOTE BETTER]a6oM^ the virtues of nonviolent protest, he replied, "Ye are 
fighting back - we're only using new weapons." 

[JOSH, PLEASE FIGURE OUT A WAY TO MAKE THIS GRAF SOUND LESS LIKE 
AN AN ENTRY IN AN ENCYCLOPEDIA, AND MORE LIKE A PRESIDENT 
SPEAKING. IF YOU THINK THIS INFORMATION IS IMPORTANT, SAY IT 
WITHIN SENTENSES THAT CONVEY A LARGER POINT ABOUT WHAT 
FARMER'S LONG AND DISTINGUISHED CAREER SAYS ABOUT HIM AND 
ABOUT AMERICA] James Farmer's work did not end at the Chicago lunch counter. 
As a founder of the Congress of Racial Equality, he led the first sit-ins and 
demonstrations to protest racial segregation in the American South. Farmer's leadership 
in voter registration efforts empowered hundreds of thousands of black people in 
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It is a privilege to join you this evening in paying tribute to James Farmer. As one of the 
forefathers of our nation's civil rights movement, Faremer spent a lifetime on the front lines of the struggle 
for justice - healing racial divisions ... celebrating our diversity ... working to build One America 

"Courage," Martin Luther King once said, "faces fear and thereby masters it." James Farmer 
learned this lesson at an early age - years before Dr. King led the March on Washington, or Rosa Parks 
refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus. 

As a member of the NAACP in the 1930s, he pioneered the idea of using nonviolence in mass 
movement as a weapon against racism - a strategy that later became the foundation of the civil rights 
struggle. Then, in 1942, at a Chicago diner, Farmer took part in the first organized civil rights sit-in in 
American history. When later asked about the virtues of nonviolent protest, he replied, "We are fighting 
back - we're only using new weapons " 

James Farmer's work did not end at the Chicago lunch counter. As a founder of the Congress of 
Racial Equality, he led the first sit-ins and demonstrations to protest racial segregation in the American 
South. Farmer's leadership in voter registration efforts empowered hundreds of thousands of black people 
in Mississippi. His influence on President Johnson shaped our govemment's first affirmative action 
policies, and made literacy a primary component of the War on Poverty. And, because of Farmer's 
organization of the Freedom Rides, the "colored" and "white only" signs which once hung in every bus 
terminal in the South are now a part of civil rights history. 

In the nearly forty years since the Freedom Rides, America has continued to march forward, ever 
forward, as Farmer urged us. We know that the question of race is more complex and more important than 
ever. We know that there are still too many places where opportunity is not equal and where people are not 
fully free to redeem the promise of America. 

But our nation is stronger for Farmer's efforts and those of his brothers and sisters in the civil 
rights movement. What they taught me - and all of America - transcends race: it is our ability to perceive 
our shortcomings; to renew ourselves; to struggle without ceasing to make our ideals into reality. That is 
what makes America strong. That is what will make America ever stronger as we march together, boldly, 
into the 21st century. 
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->A It is a privelage to join you this evening in paying tribute to James Farmer̂ ^ one of thev ^ V^^rA. 
t>svjbrefathers of our nation's civil rights struggle/rnovement. 4»w 

As a young boy growing up in the American South, I , and so many of my peers, were inspired 
and impassioned by the scores of those who joined hands against the racism and bigotry 
prevelant in our country. 

"Courage," Martin Luther King once said, "faces fear and thereby masters it." 
James Farmer leamed this lesson at an early age - years before Dr. King led the March on 
Washington.or Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus 
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black wtJUld-queGtion hio-trsc uf nt>ifvloiiccc methods, he would often reply, "We are fighting 
back̂  we're only using new^ykH^apons.''A>N l̂A^ AsW <6>^ V^Mi^-K^cC n*\vAD»>?«-

*A3 the inodoin d^c iv i l Iightsiwe-vement caftw lu life, FaiiiCr slood on the tronHines_ofjjie 
strtlggTFTor^uittc^^sytHr^^r^f the Congress of Racial Equality, he embraced the principles 
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James Farmer labored to make these goals a reality, fi is because of Fanner nnd The Frc(?dom 
Rides he uigaiiized that the "colored" and "white only" signs t^Tiung in every bus terminal and 
©IseWH^ in the South are ^;d^V^im's leadership in voter registration effortsempowered 
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Through a long career as an activist, publT 
shining goal of integration and racial e 

rvant, and educator, he never lost sight ofthe 
lity. ft€sDever stopped working to build One America. 

Thirty five yoara-late,ii,\>ĵ eknow that the question of race is more complex and more important 
than ever, ^ e know thaLtSjre are still too ̂ my p''^^'^ nrhr-m r>ppr>rtiirW<T;r iu nMt-pgnQi and 
where people are not fully free to redeem the promise of Americ^ 

James Farmer helped IflJeragjTotjt^ pcoptijaut-aif enTTre nation 

In the (^^ears since the Freedom Rides, America has continued to march forward, ever 
forward, as Farmer urged us4y|6ur nation is stronger for l^^efforts and those of his brothers and 
sisters in the civil rights movement. What they taught in so many respects, transcends 
race: it is our ability to perceive our on shortcomings; to renew ourselves; to struggle without 
\Eea9€̂ !?%ake our ideals into reality. That is what makes America strong. That is what will 
make America ever stronger as we march together, boldly, into the 21 '̂ century. 

ebrating the 



James Farmer was a pioneer, nonviolent tactitcs James Fanner was one fo the earliest pioneers 
of nonviolent boycotts and demonstartions. And during that time he authored a seminal 
document encouraging the use of the non-vionet 

Under the direction of Mr. Fanner 

honor for me to join Congressman Lewis and other [TK] in paying tribute to James Farmer - one 
of the "Big Six" leaders of the American civil rights movement. More than thirty-five years ago, 
in the streets and public spaces of our nation [XXX]. Millions were inspired and impassioned: 
by the courage of those who had come together; by the speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr.; by 
their dreams of a better nation, of one America. 

"Courage," Dr. King once said, "face fear and thereby masters it." 

For all of his life. 
With his passionate conviction, committed activism, and unwavering dignity, James Farmer has 
inspired millions of Americans. As founder of CORE, 

CORE became one of the leading organizations in the 1960s. Its members participated in a 
variety of activities ranging form sit-ins and voter registration to demonstrations and boycotts. 

It's the Freedom Rides that he's best known. 

At historic sit-ins, Freedom Rides, and countless picket lines, thousands of citizens risked their 
lives on behalf of basic rights. Their efforts changed America. 

James Farmer and the other founders of the Congress of Racial Equality organized the nation's 
first sit-in and launched an era of nonviolent protests for civil rights. He went on to help bring 
down Jim Crow by leading freedom rides, voter drives and marches, enduring repeated beatings 
and jailing along the way. 

In May 1961, not far from the White House, James Farmer began training an interracial group of 
thirteen young people in the Ghanaian principles of direct action and nonviolence. Three days 
later, they set out on a joumey through the Deep South. There was violence all around them. 
They were beaten; and their buses were bumed. But they never fought back and they never 
tumed back. They were on a joumey toward freedom. 

Meeting with presidents, marching and mobilizing under constant threat of injury and death, 
Farmer. 
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It is a trcmenttetts honof for ine to joinl^o^essrnan Lewis and other-gKlin paying tribute to 
James Farmer - one of the "Big Six" leaders ol'tne American civil rights movement. More than 
thirty-five years ago, in the streets and public spaces of our natron [XXX].^ilhons were 
inspired and impassioned: by the courage of those who had come together; by the speeches of j. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.; by their dreams of a better nation, of one America. \'>^^j^^ 

"Courage," Dr. King once said, "face fear and thereby masters it." 

\ Thirty-five years later, we know that the question of race is more complex and more important 
^ 1 than ever. We know that there are still too many places where opportunity is not equal and 

Y where people are not fully free to redeem the promise of America. 

the XX years since the Freedom Rides, America has continued to march forward, ever 
y 'y< '̂̂  -1 brward, as Farmer urged us. Ournation is stronger for his efforts and those of his brothers and 

i isters in the civil rights movement. What they taught America, in so many respects, transcends 
ce: it is our ability to perceive our on shortcomings; to renew ourselves; to struggle without 

[Case to make our ideals into reality. That is what makes America strong. That is what will 
ake America ever stronger as we march together, boldly, into the 21^' century. 

FoF-aJftrftrisirfe, JameTarmer wasoeepty COiniiiitted to healing racial divisions in our country 
and celebrating the diversity that makes our nation g=egf: James Fami.?r labored to make these 
goals a reality. Under his leadership, we have come a long way. It is because of Farmer and the 
Freedom Rides he organized that the "colored" and "white only" signs that hung in every bus 
terminal and elsewhere in the South are down. Jim's leadership in voter registration efforts 
empowered hundreds of thousands of black people in Mississippi. His influence on President 
Johnson shaped our govemment's first affirmative action policies and made literacy a primary 
component of the War on Poverty. 

ith his passionate conviction, committed activism, and unwavering dignity, James Farmer has-
inspired millions of Americans. As founder of CORE, he embraced the principles of direct 
action and nonviolence, leading the first sit-ins to protest racial segregation. His organization of 
and the participation in the Freedom Rides of the 1960s, focused national att̂ '̂ iition on inequities 
in public accommodations and often put his life at risk.pthe changes he wrought are still wiih us 

James Farmer was one of theipioneers of the mamnent. Many of his greatest contributions 
reme long before Rosaparks refused to give iipher^egt on a Montgomery-hiis in 1955.(^s a 
member^ of the NAACR~^Fannet-v\ias'arrm1tve"parHcipant in non-violent boycotts and 
demonstrations during the 1930s and 1940s. In fact, Farmer famous memorandum in which he 
explained the possible use of non-violent tactics in mass movement in the North and especially 
in the South. Written almostj^decadeJieforetiieMontgomery Bu|BoycoiL_EaFmer̂ s—^ 
mefiiorandum seemcditrhave-tbreshadowed thê êry toundation of thelnqdem day non-violent 
protest as a part of the civil rights movement. 



Final 08/27/98 5:00pm 
JeffShesol 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS ON THE 35th ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

OAK BLUFFS, MARTHA'S VINEYARD, MASSACHUSETTS 
August 28,1998 

Acknowledgments: TK oV-̂  u.̂ ^ . ^ , 

It is a tremendous honor for me to join Congressman Lewis In mariting this important (H j ^ 
anniversary, f lm^-five yeal-s ago, in the streets and public spaces of our nation Vcafiitai; TJ ' ^ ' 
hundreds of thousands of Americans marched together for jobs and freedom. Millions were i^^^ 
moved by the March on Washington — as was I , a 17-year-old boy in the American South. rMjj j 
Millions were inspired and impassioned: by the courage of those who had come together; by the 
speeches of John Lewis and Martin Luther King, Jr.; by their dreams of a better nation, of one 
America. b-^ H ctoW^ <^ \ 

It was a defining moment in the life of our nation and, to be sure, in the life of John 
Lewis. Of those who organized the March ~ John Lewis, James Farmer, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
A. Philip Randolph, Bayard Rustin, Roy Wilkins, Whitney Young ~ John Lewis was the 
youngest. But he was already, at age 23, a veteran of many marchesjnd-sit^s, of jail 

/ ^ ^ * - / 5 

begtingSjOf the Freedom Rides, ^l^outage," Dr. King once said, "faces fear and thereby masters 
^t." Inhn T?̂ VTTmn,'itered fpnr Hin leg 
\was emblematic of the movement he helped lead. 

legemary courage, his bravery in the face of racist bmtality. 

As a reminder, one need look no further than the back of John Lewis's remarkable book: 
a powerful photo taken on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, on a Sunday aftemoon in 1965, 
at the moment of tmth. On the left are state troopers, amassed in hard hats and gas masks, 
wielding clubs the size of baseball bats. On the right, a few feet away, are the marchers in their 
overcoats and suits, straight from church, ready to kneel in prayer. John Lewis is on the front 
line, and he is not afraid. 

The March on Washington, thankfully, was more peaceful than the one that followed in 
Selma. And on that August aftemoon 35 years ago, standing on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial, John Lewis called for the march to continue. It would not and should not end, he 
said, "until tme freedom comes, until the revolution of 1776 is complete." The steps of those 
brave marchers brought us further down freedom's trail, further toward the promised land. But 
as we know today, America is not there yet. (TRirty-fhre3?eaî slater, we know 1 
race is more complex and more important than ever. We know that there are still too many 
places where opportunity is not equal and where people are not fully free to redeem the promise 
of America. 

We also know that our schools and communities and lives can be tumed around when we 



As the modem day civil rights movement came to life, CORE became one of the leading 
(y organizations in the 1960s. Its members participated in a variety of activities ranging form sit-ins 

and voter registration to demonstrations and boycotts. 

It's the Freedom Rides that he's best known. 

/He was a strategist, an activist and a visionary. He was a man who dreamed of a better America, 
V. and he worked everyday of his life to help create that America. In doing so, James Farmer 

melped liberate not just a people but an entire nation. 

^ As the leader of the Congress of Racial Equality, he stood on the front lines ofthe struggle for 
fo*^ justice. At historic sit-ins. Freedom Rides, and countless picket lines, thousands of citizens 

risked their lives on behalf of basic rights, led by the inspiration of James Fanner. Their effortj 
changed America, ^hrough a long career as an activist, public servant, and educator, he never 
lost sight of the shining goal of integration ana racial equality. He never stopped working to 
build One America. 

James Farmer and the other founders of the Congress of Racial Equality organized the nation's 
first sit-in and launched an era of nonviolent protests for civil rights. He went on to help bring 
down Jim Crow by leading freedom rides, voter drives and marches, enduring repeated beatings 
and jailing along the way. 

In May 1961, not far from the White House, James Farmer began training an interracial group of 
hirteen young people in the Ghanaian principles of direct action and nonviolence. Three days 
later, they set out on a joumey through the Deep South. There was violence all around them. 
They were beaten; and their buses were bumed. But they never fought back and they never 
tumed back. They were on a joumey toward freedom. 

Meeting with presidents, marching and mobilizing under constant threat of injury and death. 
Farmer. 
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Mr. Farmer r i s k e d his l i f e i n several demonstrations. I n 1963, Louisiana 
state troopers armed w i t h guns, c a t t l e prods and tear gas hunted him door to 
door when he was t r y i n g to organize protests i n the town of Plaquemine. 

" I was meant t o die t h a t n i g h t , " Mr. Farmer once said. "They were k i c k i n g 
open doors, beating up blacks i n the s t r e e t s , i n t e r r o g a t i n g them w i t h e l e c t r i c 
c a t t l e prods." A f u n e r a l home d i r e c t o r had Mr. Farmer "play dead" i n the back of 
a hearse t h a t c a r r i e d him along back roads and out of town. 

Mr. Farmer went to j a i l f o r " d i s t u r b i n g the peace" i n Plaquemine and was 
behind bars Aug. 28, 1963, the day Dr. King d e l i v e r e d his " I Have a Dream" 
speech as the climax of the March on Washington. 

Mr. Farmer was a d i s c i p l e of Mohandas Gandhi, and i t was Gandhi's s t r a t e g y 
of n onviolent d i r e c t a c t i o n t h a t was to become h i s weapon against 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . A f i e r c e i n t e g r a t i o n i s t , he e n l i s t e d whites and blacks as CORE 
volunteers. 

Some white l i b e r a l s who generally approved of what Mr. Farmer was doing 
f r e q u e n t l y advised him t o be more p a t i e n t w i t h a r e c a l c i t r a n t s o c i e t y dominated 
by whites. They thought t h a t the d o c t r i n e of nonviolence was r a d i c a l i n i t s use 
of p i c k e t i n g and s i t - i n s . Some thought i t engendered b e l l i c o s e responses from 
whites t h a t d i d nothing to f u r t h e r amicable race r e l a t i o n s . 

On one tense occasion i n the e a r l y 1960s, a f t e r a p a r t i c u l a r l y v i c i o u s spate 
of v i olence. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy suggested t h a t Mr. Farmer's 
f o l l o w e r s postpone some of t h e i r "freedom r i d e s " — designed t o desegregate the 
i n t e r s t a t e bus system i n the South -- so t h a t everyone could "cool o f f . " 

Mr. Farmer refused, saying, "We have been cooling o f f f o r 350 years." 

0^ e n ^ n y ^ — ' 

As the t u r b u l e n t decade of the 1960s unfolded, stmS blacks/Vwho despaired 
t h a t they would ever have an amicable r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the white m a j o r i t y and 
regarded nonviolence as more of a weakness than a s t r e n g t h , jua—eegfl n i rrii 
a&Jc, MTT Farmerlk "When are vou going to f i g h t back?" ft 

He would always r e p l y , "We^are f i g h t i n g back, we're ofily using new weapons.' 

" I l i v e d i n two worlds," he said l a t e i n l i f e , r e c a l l i n g h is r o l e i n the 
movement. "One was the v o l a t i l e and explosive one of the new black Jacobins and 
the other was the s o p h i s t i c a t e d and genteel one of the white and black l i b e r a l 
establishment. As a bridge, I was c a l l e d on by each side f o r help i n contacting 
the other." 

Mr. Farmer, the son of a m i n i s t e r and the grandson of a slave, came t o f e e l 
t h a t h i s generation of leaders had been a l l but f o r g o t t e n i n recent years. He 
was appalled to l e a r n t h a t i n one survey of blacks taken i n the 1990s, somebody 
said he thought t h a t Dr. King's claim to fame was t h a t he had "worked f o r A l 
Sharpton" and t h a t many young blacks had never heard of Mr. W i l k i n s , Whitney 
Young and Mr. Farmer, or had only the vaguest notion of what they had stood f o r . 

So when President C l i n t o n awarded him a P r e s i d e n t i a l Medal of Freedom i n 
January 1998, Mr. Farmer said he f e l t " v i n d i c a t i o n , an acknowledgment at long 
l a s t . " 



work together, talk together and, indeed, when we walk together. John Lewis and those who 
marched with him swept away the legal barricades that separated one American from another. 
The barriers that remain are more subtle, but pervasive. And when they finally do fall away — as 
they will, as they must — it will not be because a law made it happen. It will be because the 
American people confronted and dispelled the myths that divide us. 

Last June, I launched a national initiative on race, challenging America to talk, to act, to 
heal. Americans of all backgrounds have responded to that challenge, leaving me more confident 
than ever that we will not come apart but come together; that we will ehter the 2Ist Century not 
as many nations but as one America, at once diverse and, as the Founders declared, indivisibie>\^ 

In the 35 years since the March on Washington, America has continued to march forward, 
ever forward, as John Lewis urged us. Our nation is stronger for his efforts and those of his 
brothers and sisters in the civil rights movement. What they taught America, in so many 
respects, transcends race: it is our ability to perceive our own shortcomings; to renew ourselves; 
to stmggle without cease to make our ideals into reality. That is what makes America strong. 
That is what will make America even stronger as we march together, boldly, into the 21st 
century. 
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'Obscene Laws and Unfair Customs' 
The violence d i r e c t e d at the Freedom Riders i g n i t e d p u b l i c outrage and b u i l t 

p o l i t i c a l momentum to f i n a l l y end the l e g a l i z e d segregation of black and white 
c i t i z e n s across the South. 

"He was an authentic a c t i v i s t w i l l i n g to challenge obscene laws and u n f a i r 
customs through nonviolent d i r e c t a c t i o n , " said the Rev. Joseph Lowery, former 
head of the Southern C h r i s t i a n Leadership Conference. 

"He challenged i n j u s t i c e at i t s r o o t , " Lowery said. "He was w i l l i n g to take 
to the s t r e e t s and s t i m u l a t e and p r e c i p i t a t e . He was a c a t a l y s t . " 

In i n t e r v i e w s i n recent years, and i n his 1985 autobiography. Farmer was 
candid about his fears during the height of the c i v i l r i g h t s b a t t l e . 

"Anyone who said he wasn't a f r a i d during the c i v i l r i g h t s movement was e i t h e r 
a l i a r or without imagination," he said i n 1991. " I t h i n k we were a l l scared. I 
was scared a l l the time. My hands d i d n ' t shake but i n s i d e I was shaking." 

Born i n Texas, Farmer was 14 when he entered Wiley College i n Marshall, 
Texas, as a freshman on a f u l l scholarship. 

He l a t e r . v i s i t e d the White House w i t h a group of students,.where he 
r e s p e c t f u l l y engaged President F r a n k l i n D. Roosevelt and F i r s t Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt i n debate. 

He graduated from t h e o l o g i c a l school at Howard U n i v e r s i t y i n 1941, and was a 
conscientious o b j e c t o r during World War I I . 

I t was_jduj:;^ing his college years t h a t he began to agonize£W£sx_aegregation. 

Viayl9i2-f—Pa-i?mg?~tocilf ggart m what he described as the " f i r s t organized 
c i v i l r^^Sts s i t - i n i n American h i s t o r y " at a "whites-only" cotteeholfse i n 
Chic&go. The nonviolent aemonstratiol\ - f L h a owners t o Cham^^ t h e i l : p o l i c i e s 
and s 

D i v i s i o n w i t h i n CORE over leadership and d i r e c t i o n l e d Farmer to resign i n 
1966, and he s e t t l e d i n t o a q u i e t e r l i f e . He taught at L i n c o l n U n i v e r s i t y and 
New York U n i v e r s i t y . 

He surprised some c i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s i n 1969 by j o i n i n g the Nixon 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n as an a s s i s t a n t secretary i n the o l d Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare. His presence helped persuade the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n to 
approve Head S t a r t funds f o r Southern s t a t e s . 

Farmer moved to the Fredericksburg area i n 1980 t o teach and w r i t e his 
autobiography, "Lay Bare the Heart." The book charted h i s involvement i n the 
i n t e g r a t i o n s t r u g g l e , and also his personal t r i a l s about gr a d u a l l y going b l i n d . 

He continued to teach r e g u l a r l y despite his i n f i r m i t i e s and was revered on 
the Mary Washington campus as a l i v i n g h i s t o r y of the nation's c i v i l r i g h t s era. 

Farmer took p a r t i c u l a r p r i d e l a s t year i n r e c e i v i n g the Medal of Freedom, 
saying he had begun t o f e e l ignored and f o r g o t t e n . 
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James Farmer, who died Friday i n Fredericksburg, Va., was the l a s t s u r v i v o r 

of the "Big Four" who shaped t h e _ c i v i l - r i g h t s s t r u g g l e i n the United States i n 
the mid-1950s and 60s. ' ^ ' 

Farmer, 79, wa?^^ pr i V i c i p a l foundep^of the Congress of Racia.1 R g u j l i t y He 
had been i n f a i l i n g hticlltft tUV yearsT l o s i n g h is sigTit and both his legs to 
severe diabetes. 

Farmer's main colleagues i n the c i v i l r i g h t s movement were the Rev. Dr. 
Marti n Til't;hffr King j r . of the Southern C h r i s t i a n Leadership Conference, who was 
assassinated i n 1968; Wh-i^ney Yngnn of the Urban League, who died i n 1971, and 
RQV Wilkins of the National Association f o r the Advancement of Colored People, 
w h o d i e 3 ^ n 1981. 

Although a t t e n t i o n i n recent years has focused on King's a c t i v i t i e s , Fanner 
played a towering r o l e i n the mgaflinfinr- as a d i r e c t - a c t i o n leader of the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n p o p u l a r l y Known as CORE. Claude S i t t o n , who covered the South f o r 
Ths"New t i iVk I'lmes during the c i v i l r i g h t s s t r u g g l e , observed: "CQRE .uHdor Mr-r 
Farmor -often' served as _l.ha j i a z o r ' .q edgp n-f[ the movement. I t y/̂ ^̂  t n PORF. that the 
fnni- '̂ i-QQn.'ihff ""O,' N I I ' ^ t i i r t ^ n t i t i i r n r d n f t e r ' s t a g i r f t q — r f i e f i r s t i n the series of 
s i t - i n s t h a t swept the South i n 1960. ItTwas CQiiE_ that"" roiuidd irne~issue~of 
desegi'eqa'Ciori i n l n t P T ^ t f ' ^ " - t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i t h the Freedom Rides ot l l f S l . I t 
was 'x:ORE' shames Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael !jchW6tner -- a black ".and two 
whites --who b^aiiie Cfle f i r s t t a E f ' l i t ^ ' - ^ ""^i ssi ppi freedom Summer^of 

The three were murdered by a gang of Klansmen while they were 19t^. 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g a church burning and promoting black voter r e g i s t r a t i o n . 

.ana \ Farmer himself r i s k e d h is l i f e i n several demonstrations. I n 1963, Louisiana 
s t a t e troopers armed w i t h guns, c a t t l e prods and tear gas hunted him door t o 
door when he was t r y i n g t o organize p r o t e s t s i n the town of Plaquemine. 

" I was meant t o die t h a t n i g h t , " Farmer once said. "They were k i c k i n g open 
doors, beating up blacks i n the s t r e e t s , i n t e r r o g a t i n g them w i t h e l e c t r i c c a t t l e 
prods." A fu n e r a l home d i r e c t o r had Farmer "play dead" i n the back of a hearse 
t h a t c a r r i e d him along back roads and out of town. 

Farmer went to j a i l f o r " d i s t u r b i n g the peace" i n Plaquemine, and was behind 
bars on Aug. 28, 1963, the day t h a t King d e l i v e r e d h is " I Have a Dream" speech 
as the climax of the March on Washington. Farmer sent h i s own speech to the 
March on Washington, which was read by Floyd McKissick, an aide i n CORE. "We 
w i l l not stop," Farmer wrote, " u n t i l the dogs stop b i t i n g us i n the South and 
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the r a t s stop b i t i n g us i n the North." 

Farmer was a d i s c i p l e of Mohandas Gandhi, and i t was Gandhi's st r a t e g y of 
nonviolent d i r e c t a c t i o n t h a t was to become Farmer's weapon against 
discrimination. A^ierce integrationist, he enlisted both whites and blacks as (."^fi'C 
CORE volunteers. ' ^ 

Some white l i b e r a l s who generally approved of what Farmer was doing 
f r e q u e n t l y advised him to be more p a t i e n t w i t h a r e c a l c i t r a n t s o c i e t y dominated 
by whites. They thought t h a t the doctrine of nonviolence was r a d i c a l i n i t s use 
of p i c k e t i n g and s i t - i n s . Some thought i t engendered b e l l i c o s e responses from 
whites t h a t d i d nothing t o f u r t h e r amicable race r e l a t i o n s . 

On one tense occasion i n the e a r l y 1960s, a f t e r a p a r t i c u l a r l y v i c i o u s spate 
of violence. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy suggested t h a t Farmer's 
f o l l o w e r s postpone some of t h e i r "freedom r i d e s " -- designed to desegregate the 
i n t e r s t a t e bus system i n the South -- so tha t everyone could "cool o f f . " Farmer 
refused, saying, "We have been cooling o f f f o r 350 years." 

As the t u r b u l e n t decade of the 1960s unfolded, some blacks who despaired t h a t 
they would ever have an amicable r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the white m a j o r i t y and 
regarded nonviolence as more of a weakness than a st r e n g t h , on occasion would 
ask Farmer, "When are you going to f i a h t \>^rk'''l—rTr-Tm-nr H.HIH =^,.,fy^ roply, "W° V V A J ^ 
are . r j h t j j i g back, we're only using neifj wrap^nfi." 

" I l i v e d i n two worlds," Farmer said l a t e i n l i f e , r e c a l l i n g h is r o l e i n the 
movement. "One was the v o l a t i l e and explosive one of the new black Jacobins and 
the other was the s o p h i s t i c a t e d and genteel one of the white and black l i b e r a l 
establishment. As a bridge, I was c a l l e d on by each side f o r help i n contacting 
the other." ^ /A , 

r ^ ]^ 
Farmer,V^the son of a m i r i i s t ^ r anri t-hn nrapd.son of a slave^ came to f e e l t h a t 

hi s generation ot leaders had been a l l but f o r g o t t e n i n recent years. He was 
appalled t o learn t h a t i n one survey of blacks taken i n the 1990s, somebody said 
he thought t h a t King's claim t o fame was tha t he had "worked f o r Al Sharpton" 
and t h a t many young blacks had never heard of Roy Wi l k i n s , Whitney Young and 
Farmer or had only the vaguest notion of what they had stood f o r . And so when 
President C l i n t o n awarded him a P r e s i d e n t i a l Medal of Freedom i n January 1998, 
Farmer said he f e l t " v i n d i c a t i o n , an acknowledgment at long l a s t . " 

I n w r i t i n g an approving review f o r The New York Times of Farmer's memoir, 
"Lay Bare the Heart," which was published i n 1985, Claude S i t t o n said t h a t 
Farmer "more than any other c i v i l r i g h t s leader" had fought against racism and 
had "attempted t o hold the movement tru e to i t s purpose." 

Farmer's b r i e f f i r s t marriage ended i n divorce. He married Lula A. Peterson, 
whom he met i n 1949 when she was a graduate student i n economics at Northwestern 
U n i v e r s i t y and a white member of the CORE chapter i n Evanston, 111. She died i n 
1977 . 

They had two daughters, Tami and Abbey. 

In h i s l a s t years. Farmer l i v e d alone i n a remote house near Fredericksburg, 
confined to a wheelchair and o f t e n i n need of an oxygen t e n t . When v i s i t o r s 
came, he would joke about the times he had come close t o death. Asked by a 
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FREDERICKSBURG, Va. (AP) - James S. Farmer, 79, a c i v i l - r i g h t s pioneer who 
pushed f o r nonviolent p r o t e s t to dismantle segregation and served alongside 
Martin Luther King J r . , died yesterday. 

Farmer, who had been i n i l l h ealth i n recent years, died at a h o s p i t a l , 
according t o Ron Singleton, a spokesman f o r Mary Washington College, where 
Farmer was a professor. No f u r t h e r d e t a i l s were a v a i l a b l e . 

As one of the founders of the Congress of Racial E q u a l i t y i n 1942, Farmer was 
c a l l e d one of the Big Four c i v i l - r i g h t s leaders i n the 1960s, w i t h King, NAACP 
ch i e f Roy Wilkins and Urban League head Whitney Young. Farmer was the l a s t 
s u r v i v i n g member of the group. 

Farmer's most celebrated accomplishment as head of CORE was to lead the 1961 
Freedom Rides, a nonviolent e f f o r t to desegregate i n t e r s t a t e buses and 
term i n a l s . However, p a r t i c i p a n t s encountered violence. 

"Anyone who said he wasn't a f r a i d during the c i v i l - r i g h t s movement was e i t h e r 
a l i a r or without imagination," he said i n a 1991 i n t e r v i e w . " I t h i n k we were 
a l l scared. I was scared a l l the time. My hands d i d n ' t shake, but in s i d e I was 
shaking." 

President C l i n t o n l a s t year presented Farmer w i t h the P r e s i d e n t i a l Medal of 
Freedom, the nation's highest c i v i l i a n award. 

" I t ' s a high honor, and I'm g r a t e f u l i t came before I died," Farmer said when 
he learned of the award. " I t ' s a v i n d i c a t i o n . I c e r t a i n l y was ignored and 
f o r g o t t e n . " 
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friend i f he had ever seen a tunnel. Farmer acknowledged that he had, but 
instead of seeing St. Peter at the end of i t , he saw the devil. "And he (the 
devil) said, "Oh, my God, don't l e t this nigger i n ! ' " Farmer recounted. " 
"He'll organize a resistance movement and t r y to put out my f i r e . ' " 

GRAPHIC: The Associated Press President Lyndon B. Johnson talks with c i v i l 
rights leaders i n his White House office i n this 1964 f i l e photo, from l e f t are 
Roy Wilkins of the NAACP; James Farmer of the Congress for Racial Equality, who 
died Friday; Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference; and Whitney Young of the Urban League. 
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James S. Farmer, a p r i n c i p a l founder of the Congress of Racial E q u a l i t y and 

the l a s t s u r v i v o r of the "Big Four" who shaped the c i v i l r i g h t s s t r u g g l e i n the 
United States i n the mid-1950s and '60s, died yesterday at Mary Washington 
Hosp i t a l i n Fredericksburg, Va., where he l i v e d . He was 79. 

Mr. Farmer had been i n f a i l i n g health f o r years, l o s i n g his s i g h t and h i s 
legs t o severe diabetes. 

"He was an authentic a c t i v i s t w i l l i n g t o challenge obscene laws and u n f a i r 
customs through nonviolent d i r e c t a c t i o n , " said the Rev. Joseph Lowery, former 
head of the Southern C h r i s t i a n Leadership Conference. 

"He challenged i n j u s t i c e at i t s root. He was w i l l i n g to take t o the s t r e e t s 
and s t i m u l a t e and p r e c i p i t a t e . He was a c a t a l y s t . " 

Mr. Farmer's main colleagues i n the c i v i l r i g h t s movement were the Rev. 
Martin Luther King J r . of the Southern C h r i s t i a n Leadership Conference, who was 
assassinated i n 1968; Whitney Young of the Urban League, who died i n 1971; and 
Roy Wilkins of the National Association f o r the Advancement of Colored People, 
who died i n 1981. 

Although a t t e n t i o n i n recent years has focused on Dr. King, Mr. Farmer 
played a towering r o l e i n the movement as a d i r e c t - a c t i o n leader of the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n p o p u l a r l y known as CORE. 

Claude S i t t o n , who covered the South f o r the New York Times during the c i v i l 
r i g h t s s t r u g g l e , observed: " CORE under Mr. Farmer o f t e n served as the razor's 
edge of the movement. I t was to CORE tha t the four Greensboro, N.C, students 
turned a f t e r staging the f i r s t i n the series of s i t - i n s t h a t swept the South i n 
1960. 

" I t was CORE t h a t forced the issue of desegregation i n i n t e r s t a t e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i t h the Freedom Rides of 1961. I t was CORE'S James Chaney, 
Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner — a black and two whites -- who became the 
f i r s t f a t a l i t i e s of the M i s s i s s i p p i Freedom Summer of 1964." 

The three were murdered by Klansmen while they were i n v e s t i g a t i n g a church 
burning and promoting black voter r e g i s t r a t i o n . 
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Mr. Farmer's wife, Lula, died in 1976 of Hodgkin's disease, leaving him to 
raise t h e i r two young daughters. He never remarried. 

He i s survived by the daughters, Tami Farmer Gonzales, who also lives near 
Fredericksburg, and Abbey Farmer Levin of Potomac; and a granddaughter. 
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James S. Farmer, the l a s t s u r v i v i n g member of the so- c a l l e d Big Four c i v i l 
r i g h t s g i a n ts of the 1950s and 1960s, died Friday i n V i r g i n i a a f t e r years of 
i l l n e s s . He was 79. 

The son of a preacher r a i s e d i n M i s s i s s i p p i , Farmer helped found the Congress 
of Racial E q u a l i t y i n the e a r l y 1940s. He was considered one of the p i l l a r s of 
the e a r l y c i v i l r i g h t s movement, along w i t h the Rev. Martin Luther King J r . , Roy 
Wil k i n s of the National Assn. f o r the Advancement of Colored People, and Urban 
League head Whitney Young. 

"James Farmer helped t o make America a b e t t e r n a t i o n , " President C l i n t o n said 
i n a statement Friday. 

C l i n t o n l a s t year presented Farmer w i t h the P r e s i d e n t i a l Medal of Freedom, 
the nation's highest c i v i l i a n award. 

Farmer had been h o s p i t a l i z e d at the time of his death, said a spokesman at 
Mary Washington College i n Fredericksburg, where Farmer was a professor. No 
other d e t a i l s were immediately a v a i l a b l e . 

For several years. Farmer had b a t t l e d the complications of diabetes, 
i n c l u d i n g blindness and leg amputations. Last year, he underwent b r a i n surgery 
to remove a blood c l o t . 

Farmer was perhaps best known as a leader of the h i s t o r i c , CORE-sponsored 
Freedom Rides of the 1960s, which sought to i n t e g r a t e bus systems across the 
South. 

Though he was a p a c i f i s t , i n s p i r e d by the id e a l s of Mohandas K. Gandhi, 
Farmer encountered repeated violence i n his campaigns against segregation. He 
was f r e q u e n t l y threatened, and once escaped a Louisiana mob by h i d i n g i n a 
hearse. 

Three of the Freedom Riders he r e c r u i t e d , James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and 
Michael Schwerner, were murdered i n M i s s i s s i p p i i n 1964. The 1988 movie 
" M i s s i s s i p p i Burning" i s based on the slayings. 
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" I t ' s a high honor, and I'm grateful i t came before I died," Farmer said 
then. " I t ' s a vindication." 

Times wire services contributed to this report. 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: James S. Farmer just behind the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
ri g h t . PHOTOGRAPHER: Associated Press PHOTO: (Al) C i v i l Rights Leader Dies: 
James S. Farmer, the last surviving member of the so-called Big Four c i v i l 
rights giants of the 1950s and 1960s, died Friday i n Virginia. The co-founder of 
the Congress of Racial Equality was 79. A15 
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James Farmer, a p r i n c i p a l founder of the Congress of Racial E q u a l i t y and the 

l a s t s u r v i v o r of the "Big Four" who shaped the c i v i l - r i g h t s s t r u g g l e i n the 
United States i n the mid-1950's and 60's, died yesterday at Mary Washington 
H o s p i t a l , i n Fredericksburg, Va., where he l i v e d . He was 79. 

Mr. Farmer had been i n f a i l i n g health f o r years, l o s i n g h is s i g h t and both 
hi s legs t o severe.diabetes. 

Mr. Farmer's main colleagues i n the c i v i l r i g h t s movement were the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. of the Southern C h r i s t i a n Leadership Conference, who was 
assassinated i n 1968; Whitney Young of the Urban League, who died i n 1971; and 
Roy Wilkins of the National Association f o r the Advancement of Colored People, 
who died i n 1981. 

Although a t t e n t i o n i n recent years has focused on Dr. King's a c t i v i t i e s , Mr. 
Farmer played a towering r o l e i n the movement as a d i r e c t - a c t i o n leader of the 
org a n i z a t i o n p o p u l a r l y known as CORE. Claude S i t t o n , who covered the South f o r 
The New York Times during the c i v i l r i g h t s s t r u g g l e , observed: "CORE under Mr. 
Farmer o f t e n served as the razor's edge of the movement. I t was t o CORE th a t the 
four Greensboro, N.C, students turned a f t e r staging the f i r s t i n the series of 
s i t - i n s t h a t swept the South i n 1960. I t was CORE th a t forced the issue of 
desegregation i n i n t e r s t a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i t h the Freedom Rides of 1961. I t 
was CORE'S James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner -- a black and two 
whites -- who became the f i r s t f a t a l i t i e s of the M i s s i s s i p p i Freedom Summer of 
1964." The three were murdered by a gang of Klansmen and buried beneath an 
earthen dam near the town of Philadelphia. The CORE workers were i n v e s t i g a t i n g a 
church burning and promoting black voter r e g i s t r a t i o n . 

Mr. Farmer himself r i s k e d his l i f e i n several demonstrations. I n 1963, 
Louisiana s t a t e troopers armed w i t h guns, c a t t l e prods and tear gas, hunted him 
door t o door when he was t r y i n g to organize p r o t e s t s i n the town of Plaquemine. 

" I was meant t o die t h a t n i g h t , " Mr. Farmer once said. "They were k i c k i n g 
open doors, beating up blacks i n the s t r e e t s , i n t e r r o g a t i n g them w i t h e l e c t r i c 
c a t t l e prods." A f u n e r a l home d i r e c t o r had Mr. Farmer "play dead" i n the back of 
a hearse t h a t c a r r i e d him along back roads and out of town. 
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Mr. Farmer went to j a i l f o r " d i s t u r b i n g the peace" i n Plaquemine, and was 
behind bars on Aug. 28, 1963, the day t h a t Dr. King d e l i v e r e d h i s " I Have a 
Dream" speech as the climax of the March on Washington. Mr. Farmer sent his own 
speech t o the March on Washington, which was read by Floyd McKissick, an aide i n 
CORE. "We w i l l not stop," Mr. Farmer wrote, " u n t i l the dogs stop b i t i n g us i n 
the South and the r a t s stop b i t i n g us i n the North." 

At one p o i n t , a f r i e n d l y F.B.I, agent t o l d Mr. Farmer t h a t an informant had 
i n f i l t r a t e d the Ku Klux Klan i n Louisiana, and had reported t h a t the Klan had 
voted t o k i l l Mr. Farmer the next time he set f o o t i n Bogalusa. " T e l l me," Mr. 
Farmer said t o the agent, "were there any d i s s e n t i n g votes?" 

Using Nonviolence As the Weapon 

Mr. Farmer was a d i s c i p l e of Mohandas Gandhi, and i t was Gandhi's s t r a t e g y 
of n onviolent d i r e c t a c t i o n t h a t was to become Mr. Farmer's weapon against 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . A f i e r c e i n t e g r a t i o n i s t , he e n l i s t e d both whites and blacks as 
CORE volunt e e r s . 

Some white l i b e r a l s who generally approved of what Mr. Farmer was doing 
f r e q u e n t l y advised him to be more p a t i e n t w i t h a r e c a l c i t r a n t s o c i e t y dominated 
by whites. They thought t h a t the d o c t r i n e of nonviolence was r a d i c a l i n i t s use 
of p i c k e t i n g and s i t - i n s . Some thought i t engendered b e l l i c o s e responses from 
whites t h a t d i d nothing t o f u r t h e r amicable race r e l a t i o n s . 

On one tense occasion i n the e a r l y 1960's, a f t e r a p a r t i c u l a r l y v i c i o u s spate 
of violence. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy suggested t h a t Mr. Farmer's 
f o l l o w e r s postpone some of t h e i r Freedom Rides -- designed to desegregate the 
i n t e r s t a t e bus system i n the South -- so t h a t everyone could "cool o f f . " Mr. 
Farmer refused, saying, "We have been co o l i n g o f f f o r 350 years." 

As the t u r b u l e n t decade of the 1960's unfolded, some blacks who despaired 
t h a t they would ever have an amicable r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the white m a j o r i t y and 
regarded nonviolence as more of a weakness than a st r e n g t h , on occasion would 
ask Mr. Farmer, "When are you going to f i g h t back?" Mr. Farmer would always 
re p l y , "We are f i g h t i n g back, we're only using new weapons." 

" I l i v e d i n two worlds," Mr. Farmer said l a t e i n l i f e , r e c a l l i n g h i s r o l e i n 
the movement. "One was the v o l a t i l e and explosive one of the new black Jacobins 
and the other was the s o p h i s t i c a t e d and genteel one of the white and black 
l i b e r a l establishment. As a bridge, I was c a l l e d on by each side f o r help i n 
c o n t a c t i n g the other." 

Mr. Farmer, the son of a m i n i s t e r and the grandson of a slave, came t o f e e l 
t h a t h i s generation of leaders had been a l l but f o r g o t t e n i n recent years, w i t h 
the exception of Dr. King because of t e l e v i s i o n ' s use of f i l m c l i p s r e p l a y i n g 
his " I Have a Dream Speech." 

Mr. Farmer was appalled to learn t h a t i n one survey of blacks taken i n the 
1990's, somebody said he thought t h a t Dr. King's claim t o fame was t h a t he had 
"worked f o r A l Sharpton" and t h a t many young blacks had never heard of Roy 
Wilk i n s , Whitney Young and Mr. Farmer or had only the vaguest n o t i o n of what 
they had stood f o r . And so when President C l i n t o n awarded him a P r e s i d e n t i a l 
Medal of Freedom i n January,1998, Mr. Farmer said he f e l t " v i n d i c a t i o n , an 
acknowledgment at long l a s t . " 
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Mr. Farmer was proud of his r o l e i n founding CORE and guiding i t to becoming 
one of the most e f f e c t i v e c i v i l r i g h t s organizations of the 1960's. The 
motiv a t i o n f o r CORE came on a b r i g h t spring afternoon i n Chicago i n 1942 when 
Mr. Farmer, then j u s t a year out of theology school, was walking w i t h a white 
f r i e n d , George Houser. The two decided t o stop f o r coffee and doughnuts i n Jack 
Spratt's Coffee Shop on the South Side. 

The counterman made them wait even though there was almost nobody i n the 
res t a u r a n t , then t r i e d t o charge them a d o l l a r apiece f o r doughnuts t h a t were 
going f o r a n i c k e l . F i n a l l y he ordered them out and threw t h e i r money on the 
f l o o r . 

"We f e l t he had a problem about race," Mr. Farmer said l a t e r , r e c a l l i n g the 
i n c i d e n t w i t h t y p i c a l understatement. Mr. Farmer, Mr. Houser and a few others 
staged a successful s i t - i n demonstration at Jack Spratt's. I t was the f i r s t 
d i r e c t a c t i o n of an org a n i z a t i o n they formed, c a l l e d at the time the Committee 
on Racial E q u a l i t y . 

W i t h i n a year, CORE had a na t i o n a l membership, and w i t h i n a few years a 
ro s t e r of more than 60,000 members i n more than 70 chapters, coast t o coast. I n 
i t s heyday i n the 1960's, i t claimed a membership of 82,000 i n 114 l o c a l groups. 

Mr. Farmer was equally proud of the work he d i d i n 1961, when he organized 
the Freedom Rides i n the Deep South, a p e r i l o u s e f f o r t i n which many black and 
white supporters were attacked and i n j u r e d by white s e g r e g a t i o n i s t s . 

James Leonard Farmer was born on Jan. 20, 1920, i n Marshall, Tex. His f a t h e r 
was James Leonard Farmer Sr., the son of a slave, a m i n i s t e r - s c h o l a r who became 
a college professor and who de l i g h t e d i n teaching l i t e r a t u r e i n Greek, Hebrew 
and Aramaic. He was believed t o be the f i r s t black man from Texas ever to earn a 
doctorate, which he d i d at Boston U n i v e r s i t y . Mr. Farmer's mother was the former 
Pearl Marion Houston, a teacher. 

A Childhood Away From Racism 

As a boy, Mr. Farmer was shielded from the worst aspects of racism. He used 
to say t h a t as a " f a c u l t y b r a t " he spent most of h i s time on the campuses of 
black colleges i n the South where r a c i a l i n c i d e n t s would not o r d i n a r i l y happen. 
The houses he l i v e d i n were f i l l e d w i t h books and the conversation f r e q u e n t l y 
was about the ideas i n those books, most of them about ancient c u l t u r e s . They 
di d not o r d i n a r i l y speak of the bleak, segregated world t h a t e x i s t e d outside the 
campus. 

Mr. Farmer t o l d Gay Talese of The New York Times i n 1961 t h a t h i s f i r s t 
awareness of race came when he was 3 or 4 years o l d , l i v i n g i n H o l l y Springs, 
Miss., where h i s f a t h e r was on the f a c u l t y of Rust College. One very hot day, 
young James went shopping w i t h h is mother and asked her t o buy him a s o f t d r i n k . 
His mother t o l d him he would have t o wait u n t i l they got home. He saw a white 
c h i l d go i n t o a drug store , and i t was not u n t i l he got home t h a t h i s mother 
explained t o him why he could not do the same t h i n g . 

" U n t i l then, I had not r e a l i z e d that I was colored," Mr. Farmer said. " I had 
l i v e d a sh e l t e r e d l i f e on campus. My mother f e l l across the bed and c r i e d . " Mr. 
Farmer said i t d i d not make him b i t t e r , but, over the years, he became 
"determined t o do something about i t . " 
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His determination was strengthened between 1934 and 1938, when he was an 
undergraduate at Wiley College i n Marshall, Tex. He would go to movies i n 
Marshall, and was made t o s i t i n the "buzzard's r o o s t , " the balcony set aside 
f o r black people. During the same period, he got a job as a caddy, but found 
himself segregated even i n the caddy yard. 

Years l a t e r , when he looked back at his youth i n the South, he sometimes 
remembered the times when black c h i l d r e n and white c h i l d r e n played p e a c e f u l l y 
together. The r e a l separation between the races came at puberty, he r e c a l l e d , 
when white parents r e i n f o r c e d i n t h e i r c h i l d r e n t h a t they were white and t h a t 
blacks were something else. He r e c a l l e d t h a t when he was i n h i s teens, the 
f r i e n d s he had known as a l i t t l e boy "would only look away" when they saw him i n 
the s t r e e t . 

Mr. Farmer considered both medicine and the m i n i s t r y as vocations during his 
undergraduate days. He discovered t h a t he could not stand the s i g h t of blood and 
so i n 1938, a f t e r he completed his baccalaureate work at Wiley, he e n r o l l e d i n 
Howard U n i v e r s i t y ' s School of Rel i g i o n . I t was at Howard t h a t he was introduced 
t o the philosophy of Gandhi. 

With h i s commanding frame, booming bass-baritone voice and d e c i s i v e way of 
speaking, everyone thought he would be a f i n e preacher. But t o the dismay of his 
f a t h e r , Mr. Farmer decided against becoming a Methodist m i n i s t e r because, i n 
those days, the Methodist church i n the South was segregated. " I d i d n ' t see how. 
I could honestly preach the Gospel of C h r i s t i n a church t h a t p r a c t i c e d 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , " he said. He was quick to assure h i s f a t h e r t h a t his t u r n i n g 
away from Methodism d i d not represent any lessening of hi s b e l i e f i n Jesus. 

A f t e r World War I I s t a r t e d , Mr. Farmer, a conscientious o b j e c t o r , served as 
race r e l a t i o n s secretary f o r the Fellowship of R e c o n c i l i a t i o n , a p a c i f i s t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . He subsequently also worked as an organizer i n the South f o r the 
Upholsterer's I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union and l a t e r f o r the State, County and Municipal 
Employees Union. 

I n the l a t e 1940's, before' g i v i n g CORE his f u l l a t t e n t i o n , he was also a 
program d i r e c t o r f o r the N.A.A.C.P. and wrote radio and t e l e v i s i o n s c r i p t s as 
w e l l as magazine a r t i c l e s on race r e l a t i o n s f o r C r i s i s , Fellowship, World 
F r o n t i e r and the Hadassah News. 

During the 1950's, he worked assiduously to b r i n g an end t o segregation i n 
Southern schools. He planned and organized CORE p r o j e c t s , i n c l u d i n g a Pilgrimage 
of Prayer i n 1959 t o p r o t e s t the c l o s i n g of p u b l i c schools i n Richmond, Va., t o 
avoid complying w i t h the 1954 Supreme Court decision outlawing segregation i n 
the p u b l i c schools. 

Freedom Rides Drew Assaults 

Throughout the 1960's, CORE'S black volunteers, under Mr. Farmer's personal 
d i r e c t i o n , stood p e a c e f u l l y i n l i n e s a l l over the South, i n s i s t i n g on the r i g h t 
t o enter theaters, coffee shops, swimming pools, bowling a l l e y s and other 
segregated p u b l i c places from which they had always been barred. 

Mr. Farmer d i d not become the $ 11, 500-a-year s a l a r i e d n a t i o n a l d i r e c t o r of 
CORE u n t i l February 1961, j u s t before he i n i t i a t e d h is f i r s t Freedom Ride. His 
fa t h e r , by then r e t i r e d and l i v i n g i n Washington, died j u s t as Mr. Farmer was 
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g e t t i n g t h i s e f f o r t s t a r t e d . 

CORE and another c i v i l r i g h t s group, the Fellowship of R e c o n c i l i a t i o n , held a 
Freedom Ride i n 1947. A year e a r l i e r , the United States Supreme Court had r u l e d 
t h a t segregated seating of i n t e r s t a t e bus passengers was u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , but 
the r u l i n g was v i r t u a l l y ignored i n the South. An i n t e g r a t e d group was sent t o 
c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o t h a t i n j u s t i c e . Some were arrested and served on a chain gang 
i n North Carolina. 

I n 1961, CORE decided t o t r y again. I t s bus r i d e r s were assaulted when using 
restrooms and lunchrooms i n terminals i n V i r g i n i a and the Carolinas. 

I n Alabama, t h e i r bus was firebombed i n the town of Anniston and the r i d e r s 
stoned. I n Birmingham, a mob attacked the r i d e r s and one of them, W i l l i a m 
Barbee, was paralyzed f o r l i f e . They were savagely beaten again i n Montgomery. 

Everyone expected more violence when a small band of young blacks and whites 
from CORE and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee boarded buses f o r 
the l a s t l eg of the Freedom Ride, from Montgomery t o Jackson, Miss. Dr. King, on 
proba t i o n f o r his a r r e s t during s i t - i n s i n A t l a n t a , decided not to go and was 
c r i t i c i z e d f o r h i s decision. When a fo l l o w e r asked Mr. Farmer i f he was going, 
Mr. Farmer climbed aboard the bus though quaking w i t h f e a r . But the journey was 
completed without f u r t h e r violence because of a deal worked out between Attorney 
General Kennedy and James 0. Eastland, the s e g r e g a t i o n i s t Senator from 
M i s s i s s i p p i . But Mr. Farmer was arrested i n Jackson f o r d i s t u r b i n g the peace and 
spent 40 days i n M i s s i s s i p p i j a i l s . 

I f the Freedom Rides s t i f f e n e d opposition to desegregation i n some quarters 
i n the South, the courage of Mr. Farmer's CORE volunteers captured the 
imagination of blacks throughout the country, who decided to j o i n the c i v i l 
r i g h t s s t r u g g l e . I t also aroused the conscience of many whites both i n America 
and abroad. 

" I n the end, i t was a success," Mr. Farmer said of the Freedom Rides, 
"because Bobby Kennedy had the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission issue an order, 
w i t h t e e t h i n i t , t h a t he could enforce, banning segregation i n i n t e r s t a t e 
t r a v e l . That was my proudest achievement." 

Subsequently, Mr. Farmer turned his a t t e n t i o n to the lack of employment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r blacks. He sought no quotas because he said he was convinced 
t h a t i f blacks were g i v i n g an f a i r chance they would do j u s t f i n e , but he made 
i t c l e a r t h a t he wanted t o see some black faces at c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y those financed w i t h p u b l i c money. He ordered s i t - i n s i n the e a r l y 
1960's at the New York o f f i c e s of Mayor Robert F. Wagner and Gov. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller. He also organized p i c k e t i n g at White Castle hamburger stands i n New 
York C i t y , accusing the chain of re f u s i n g to h i r e black workers. 

"We are not pressing toward the b r i n k of violence, but f o r the peak of 
freedom," he said. 

Mr. Farmer kept CORE focused on i n t e g r a t i o n . When, i n 1965, CORE o f f i c i a l s 
c a l l e d f o r a p u l l o u t of American troops from Vietnam, Mr. Farmer i n s i s t e d t h a t 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n reverse i t s e l f . He d i d not approve of the war, but thought t h a t 
CORE should not express i t s e l f on American f o r e i g n p o l i c y . 
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He resigned his CORE d i r e c t o r ' s job the same year t o head what he hoped would 
be an i n t e n s i v e l i t e r a c y p r o j e c t financed by the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Lyndon B. 
Johnson. The p r o j e c t f a i l e d to m a t e r i a l i z e , and there was an open break between 
Mr. Farmer and R. Sargent Shriver, the d i r e c t o r of the Federal a n t i p o v e r t y 
agency, the O f f i c e of Economic Opportunity. 

Mr. Farmer d i d several things i n the l a t e 1960's. He taught at L i n c o l n 
U n i v e r s i t y , a black i n s t i t u t i o n i n Oxford, Pa., about 45 miles southwest of 
Philadelphia, advised the State of New Jersey on problems of i l l i t e r a c y , and, i n 
1968, ran f o r Congress. A L i b e r a l candidate, backed by Republicans, i n 
Brooklyn's 12th Congressional D i s t r i c t , he l o s t t o the Democrat, S h i r l e y 
Chisholm. Also i n 1968, he supported the r e - e l e c t i o n of Senator Jacob K. J a v i t s , 
a l i b e r a l Republican, who was jeered at a campaign r a l l y i n Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
"Jake J a v i t s may be white on the outside but he's black on the i n s i d e , " Mr. 
Farmer said, calming the crowd. That same year he backed Vice President Hubert 
H. Humphrey i n h i s run f o r the Presidency. 

I t had always been Mr. Farmer's p o s i t i o n t h a t blacks, no matter how they 
f e l t , should be a pa r t of government, and so he r e a d i l y accepted an i n v i t a t i o n 
from President Richard M. Nixon i n 1969 t o become an Assistant Secretary i n the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Mr. Farmer was immediately attacked 
by some m i l i t a n t c i v i l r i g h t s advocates, who wanted nothing t o do w i t h Nixon. 
But Roger Wilkins and Whitney Young r e f r a i n e d from c r i t i c i z i n g Mr. Farmer 
because they agreed w i t h him t h a t blacks needed such involvement i f they were 
ever t o have anything t o say about shaping n a t i o n a l p o l i c y on race. 

At f i r s t , Mr. Farmer defended Nixon's r a c i a l p o l i c i e s , but i n 1970 he q u i t 
hi s post, complaining t h a t the Washington bureaucracy moved too slowly and 
saying t h a t he f e l t he was more e f f e c t i v e outside i t . Somewhat l a t e r , he 
complained t h a t Nixon had v i r t u a l l y no contact w i t h blacks and instead r e l i e d on 
Leonard Garment, a white aide, t o explain black problems t o him. 

I n 1975, Mr. Farmer broke w i t h CORE over what he regarded as CORE'S 
excessively p r o - l e f t i s t p o s i t i o n t h a t sided w i t h the Marxist f a c t i o n i n Angola's 
c i v i l war. He resigned from the group he had founded the next year. I n 1978, he 
le n t h i s name to a l a w s u i t t h a t attempted to unseat CORE'S d i r e c t o r , Roy I n n i s . 

In the mid-1980's, Mr. Farmer worked hard on hi s memoir, "Lay Bare the 
Heart," which was published i n 1985. Claude S i t t o n , reviewing the book 
approvingly f o r The New York Times, said t h a t Mr. Farmer, "more than any other 
c i v i l r i g h t s leader, fought against (racism) and attempted to hold the movement 
tr u e t o i t s purpose." 

Among Mr. Farmer's other w r i t i n g s was "Freedom -- When?" a book published i n 
1966. Before his h e a l t h f a i l e d he taught f o r several years at Mary Washington 
College i n Fredericksburg. 

Mr. Farmer's b r i e f f i r s t marriage ended i n divorce. He married Lula A. 
Peterson, whom he met i n 194 9 when she was a graduate student i n economics at 
Northwestern U n i v e r s i t y and a member of the CORE chapter i n Evanston, 111. She 
died i n 1977. 

They had two daughters, Tami and Abbey. 
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In h i s l a s t years, Mr. Farmer l i v e d alone i n a remote house near 
Fredericksburg, confined to a wheelchair and o f t e n i n need of an oxygen t e n t . 
When v i s i t o r s came, he would joke about the times he had come close to death. 
Asked by a f r i e n d i f he had ever seen a tunnel . Mr. Farmer acknowledged t h a t he 
had, but instead of seeing St. Peter at the end of i t , he saw the D e v i l , who 
said not to l e t Mr. Farmer i n : " H e ' l l organize a resistance movement and t r y to 
put out my f i r e . ' " 

CORRECTION-DATE: July 21, 1999, Wednesday 

CORRECTION: 

An o b i t u a r y of the c i v i l r i g h t s leader James Farmer on July 10 r e f e r r e d 
i n c o r r e c t l y to the l o c a t i o n s of school closings t h a t r e s u l t e d i n a p r o t e s t march 
he led i n 1959. The march was c a l l e d a f t e r schools i n several V i r g i n i a 
communities were closed to avoid court-ordered i n t e g r a t i o n . Schools i n Richmond 
were not closed. 

The a r t i c l e also m i s i d e n t i f l e d the p r o t e s t e r who was s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d by a 
mob i n Birmingham, Ala., while t r y i n g t o i n t e g r a t e i n t e r s t a t e buses. He was 
Walter Bergman, not W i l l i a m Barbee. 

In a d d i t i o n , the a r t i c l e misstated the a f f i l i a t i o n of one of three c i v i l 
r i g h t s workers who were k i l l e d i n M i s s i s s i p p i i n 1964. While Michael Schwerner 
and James Chaney worked w i t h Mr. Farmer's o r g a n i z a t i o n , the Congress of Racial 
E q u a l i t y , Andrew Goodman d i d not. 

The o b i t u a r y also m i s i d e n t i f l e d a c i v i l r i g h t s f i g u r e who r e f r a i n e d from 
c r i t i c i z i n g Mr. Farmer's acceptance of a p o s i t i o n i n the Nixon A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
I t was Roy W i l k i n s , executive d i r e c t o r of the National Association f o r the 
Advancement of Colored People. (Roger W i l k i n s , a j o u r n a l i s t and scholar, i s his 
nephew.) 

GRAPHIC: Photos: Police o f f i c e r s c a r r i e d James Farmer from the f r o n t of the New 
York C i t y p a v i l i o n at the New York World's Fair on A p r i l 22, 1964, where he was 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a s i t - i n p r o t e s t i n g alleged c i v i l r i g h t s abuses i n the c i t y . 
(Associated Press)(pg. A16); James Farmer speaking i n New York i n September 
1963. (United Press I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) ( p g . Al) 
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The Freedom Rides 

In the Spring of 1961, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) began the 
freedom rides. It was an effort to desegregate southem interstate bus services. 
The Supreme Court had already mled that desegregation of interstate travel 
was unconstitutional. However, most of the southem interstate bus stations 
and transportation were segregated. James Farmer, national director of CORE, 
contacted Martin Luther King and told him of their plans. 

On May 1, 1961, the buses rolled from Washington DC. The authorities were 
told what the students were attempting and when they arrived in Alabama, the 
Klan was waiting for them. In Anniston, Alabama, the two buses were stopped 
and bumed. This didn't stop the students. They travel to Birmingham, 
Alabama and boarded another bus. The bus was again stopped and eight White 
men boarded the bus. They savagely beat the students with sticks and chains. 
One of the White students, James Peck, had to have fifty stitches in his head. 
King and then Attorney General Robert Kennedy tried to get the students to 
stop. 

President Kennedy sent an aid to observe the events. When he arrived, he was 
beaten to the point of losing consciousness. Robert Kennedy then sent the FBI 
in to investigate the violence against the students. U.S. Marshals were also 
sent in to protect the students from further violence. King again attempted to 
get the students to stop, but they refused. Both CORE and SNCC agreed to 
continue the bus rides. In November of 1961, the Interstate Commerce 
Commission issued regulations that ended segregation at interstate bus 
stations. 
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The Freedom Rides 

In the Spring of 1961, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) began the 
freedom rides. It was an effort to desegregate southem interstate bus services. 
The Supreme Court had already mled that desegregation of interstate travel 
was unconstitutional. However, most of the southem interstate bus stations 
and transportation were segregated. James Farmer, national director of CORE, 
contacted Martin Luther King and told him of their plans. 

On May 1, 1961, the buses rolled from Washington DC. The authorities were 
told what the students were attempting and when they arrived in Alabama, the 
Klan was waiting for them. In Anniston, Alabama, the two buses were stopped 
and bumed. This didn't stop the students. They travel to Birmingham, 
Alabama and boarded another bus. The bus was again stopped and eight White 
men boarded the bus. They savagely beat the students with sticks and chains. 
One of the White students, James Peck, had to have fifty stitches in his head. 
King and then Attorney General Robert Kennedy tried to get the students to 
stop. 

President Kennedy sent an aid to observe the events. When he arrived, he was 
beaten to the point of losing consciousness. Robert Kennedy then sent the FBI 
in to investigate the violence against the students. U.S. Marshals were also 
sent in to protect the students from further violence. King again attempted to 
get the students to stop, but they refused. Both CORE and SNCC agreed to 
continue the bus rides. In November of 1961, the Interstate Commerce 
Commission issued regulations that ended segregation at interstate bus 
stations. 
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SCHEDULING PROPOSAL DATE: August 25, 1999 

4i 
Accep t Regre t •̂ ABe?^"?3: 16 

TO: 

FROM: 

Stephanie S t r e e t t 
Assistant t o the President and D i r e c t o r of 
Scheduling 

Thurgood Marshall, Jr ."̂ /A • 
Assistant t o the President and 
Dir e c t o r of Cabinet A f f a i r s 

REQUEST: 

BACKGROUND; 

Larry Ste: 
Assistant to the President and 
Dir e c t o r of L e g i s l a t i v e A f f a i r s 

Minyon Moore ( r W ^ 
Assistant ccr^he President and 

Dir e c t o r of P o l i t i c a l A f f a i r s 

To prepare a videotape address i n honor.of 
the l a t e c i v i l r i g h t s leader James Farmer at 
the request of Representative John Lewis (D-
GA) . 

On September 10, 1999 there w i l l be a spe c i a l 
t r i b u t e to James Farmer at The Kennedy 
sCenter. Because the President w i l l be on 
•^foreign t r a v e l and unable t o attend the 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS 

REMARKS: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

CONTACT: 

ceremony. Representative Lewis has requested 
tha t the President prepare a video t r i b u t e 
f o r the event. Farmer was the founder of the 
Congress of Racial E q u a l i t y (CORE), organizer 
of the freedom r i d e s , and considered one of 
the b i g s i x leaders of the movement. He 
passed away i n July of t h i s year. 

Taped p r i o r to September 10, 1999. 

TBD. 

The President. 

TBD. 

Yes . 

Representative John Lewis (D-GA) 

Janelle Erickson x62092 



H O U S E OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C. 2 0 5 I 5 

August 11, 1999 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The President of The United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1 am writing to invite you to participate in a special tribute to civil rights pioneer James Farmer 
to be held at The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Opera House on Friday, September 10, 
1999 at 11:00 a.m. As you know, Mr. Fanner passed away in July of this year. 

James Farmer was the founder of the Congress Of Racial Equality (CORE). He was the 
organizer of the "freedom rides"and one of the "big six" leaders of the civil rights movement. 
As a recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 1 know that you recognize the great 
contributions made to our nation by James Fanner. 

A group of Mr. Farm. . 's friends and family have formed the James L. Farmer Tribute 
Committee to organize this event and pay a fitting tribute to this man and his contributions. 1 

^^^^i '^ ^J) serving as the honorary chairman of the committee. We anticipate approximately 1200 
'"'̂  ^ people attending the event. 

1 am hopeful that you will be able to join us and lend your eloquent voice to those honoring Mr. 
Farmer. Should you or your staff have questions regarding the tribute, please contact Lacretia Hill 
in my office at (202) 225-3801. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Your presence would make what I know will 
be a memorable ever' even more special. 

Sincerely, 

/ j i h n Lewis 
CjWember of Congress 
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Draft 
James Farmer Tribute 

Thank you very much for that warm 

introduction. I am very pleased and delighted to be 

here in this heartfelt tribute to my friend and brother 

Mr. James Farmer. I am very honored to be in the 

company of the Farmer family, 

my distingui-shed colleagues, and friends a:tKl-

admirers of the late James anne . You are lucky. 
! 

You are rrlore than luc . You hav been blessed to 

have been roducts o the life works of James 

Farmer. 

3 8 years ago when I first came to Washington to 

1 
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participate in something called the freedom rides. 

13 of us were recruited 7 whites and 6 Blacks to test 

the decision of the United States Supreme Court 

banning discrimination in interstate bus travel. 

Indeed, the freedom rides were more dangerous. We 

actually did not lmow if we would return. We had 

been warned that we would not make it to the end of ·· 

our destination. People thought we would surely 

die. The night before we began the rides we ate at a 

Chinese restaurant here in downtown Washington. 

One of the participants said that we should eat well, 

because this may be like the last supper. We were 
.. ' 
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met by mobs and beaten bloody. The bus was 

burned and many of us ultimately found ourselves in 

prison at Parchmen penitentiary in Mississippi. 

Such was the price paid for freedom and equality in 

the 1960's. 

The man who conceived the freedom rides and 

went to jail with us was James Farmer, the founder 

of the Congress of Racial Equality. The Freedom 

Rides was above all the most daring 

accomplishments of the non-violent actions taken by 

Mr. Farmer. 

James Farmer was a powerful man. He carried a 

3 



AUG-30-99 16•44 FROM•HON JOHN LEWIS 

Baritone voice that could shake heavens gates. I 

remember when he used to· sing, those old Negro 

spirituals and labor songs. His ability to improvise 

those old freedom songs lifted the spirits of all 

around. I can still hear that voice shaking the cell 

doors in Parchmen when he sang, Which Side Are 

You On. I can till hear him now, "Which side are 

you on Boy, which side are you on." I could never 

match the powerful voice or sing as he could. 

Mr. Farmer was a wonderful man. Jim had a 

great since of humor, he loved to crack jokes on 

everybody, and with the spirit of the movement he 

4 



AUC-30-99 15,q5 FRQM,HON JOHN LEWIS lD,2022253166 PAGE 6/10 

would crack them on himself also. 

James Farmer was a follower and believer in the 

philosophy and discipline of nonviolence long 

before it became fashionable. Jim Farmer was 

sitting~ and protesting during the l 940's and 1950's ) 

long bef~ Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat ----
on a Montgomery bus in 1955. James Farmer was 

truly one of the founding fathers of what I like to 

call the "New America". He was one of what was 

called the "Big Six" leaders of the civil rights 

movement. 

James Farmer was not just a leader of the 

5 
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movement for equal rights and equal liberties in this 

country. He was a strategist, an activist and a 

visionary. He was a man who dreamed of a better 

America, and he worked everyday of his life to help 

create that America. In doing do so, James Farmer 

helped liberate not just a people but an entire nation. 

Throughout his life, even in his later years and 

in poor health, James Farmer never stopped 

preaching the Gospel of tolerance. He never stopped 

believing in the idea of an inter-racial democracy 

and he never stopped working to build the beloved 

community. 

6 .. 
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Schopenaugher once said, "All thrust passes in 

three stages: First, it is ridiculed, Second, it is 

violently opposed, third, it is accepted as being self­

evident." The life work of James Farmer is a clear 

indication that freedom, and· equal rights for all 

humankind is universal. 

It was Horace Mann who said, " we should be 

ashamed to leave this Earth before having made a 

contribution to it." Of James Farmer it can only be 

said he had nothing to be ashamed of, His daring, 

his vision and his action changed America forever. 

As a Nation and a people, we mourn the loss of this 

7 
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great man. And so it is fitting and appropriate that 

we from the movement and lovers of freedom 

everywhere are here joining together today to pay 

tribute to this great American. Jim past not long 

ago, but the impact he made on our nation and the 

lives of millions of Americans will be felt forever. 

Jaines Farmer changed the way Americans look and 
: ':'", .... 

deal with the issue of race. He worked to destroy 
the 

divided house created by bigotry and racism and has 

helped rebuild this old House ... our House, One 

House .... the American house. 

Just as Jim along with o~hers ·"in the movement 

8 
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would say, "Don't give up ... don't give in ... keep the 

Faith, and keep your eyes on the Prize.'' 

9 
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March 17, 1998 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable John Lewis 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear John: 

Congratulations on receiving the key to the 
City of Selma. This honor is a welcome and 
encouraging sign of how far we have come since 
the march there more than 30 years ago. 

The America we live in today is, fortunately, 
different than it was when you and so many others 
took a stand for justice and equality. Although 
I recognize that we all still have work to do, 
I want you to know how grateful I am for your 
legacy of advancing civil rights in our nation. 
In part because of your efforts, we now enjoy a 
more open and tolerant America. 

Sincerely, 

9 8 03 18 

l-'70?: 
//E/v/ 

... 



March 17, 1998 

The Honorable John Lewis 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear John: 

Congratulations on receiving the key to the 
City of Selma. This honor is a welcome and 
encouraging sign of how far we have come since 
the march there more than 30 years ago. 

The America we live in today is, fortunately, 
different than it was when you and so many others 
took a stand for justice and equality. Although 
I recognize that we all still have work to do, 
I want you to know how grateful I am for your 
legacy of advancing civil rights in our nation. 
In part because of your efforts, we now enjoy a 
more open and tolerant America. 

Sincerely' Bill CLINTON 
BC/KMB/RSM/DWB/emu-efr-ws-ckb 
(Corres. #3878348) (3.lewis.j) 

/'CC: Legislative Affairs 
~c: Stacie Spector, 173 OEOB 
'./~Ben Johnson, 122 OEOB 
~~· Kevin ~oran, 192 OEOB 

Xeroxed copy of personally signed original to NH 
through Phil Caplan 

CLEAR THRU PHIL CAPLAN 

PRESIDENT TO SIGN 

9 8 03 18 



Record Type: Record 

To: Kyle M. Baker 

cc: R. Scott Michaud@ EOP@LNGTWY@LNGTWY, Woyneab M. Wondwossen@ 
EOP@LNGTWY@LNGTWY 

Subject: POTUS Letter Request 

Message Creation Date was at 9-MAR-1998 13:07:00 

Kyle, please get this in the works -- you can coordinate directly with Kevin. 
There's no actual, physical green dot, so I don't see this as a tracked letter, 
but I wanted Scott and Woyneab to know about it for future reference. Thanks. 

-------------------- Forwarded by Reuben L. Musgrave Jr ./WHO/EOP on 03/09/98 
01 : 00 PM -------------------------

Kevin S. Moran 
03/09/98 12:04:03 PM 
Record Type: Record 

To: Reuben L. Musgrave Jr./WHO/EOP 
cc: 
Subject: POTUS Letter Request 

Yesterday, Rep. John Lewis was honored and presented with the key to the city 
in Selma, Alabama for his participation in the aborted Selma-to-Montgomery 
voting rights march in 1965. Mayor Joe Smitherman, who opposed Lewis' presence 
in Selma in 1965, lauded Rep. Lewis at the ceremony and said, "Back then I 
called him a rabble-rouser. Today, I call him one of the most courageous 
people I ever met." 

Stacie Spector, Phil Caplan and Ben Johnson agreed at this morning's senior 
staff meeting that we should send a letter congratulating Rep. Lewis from the 
President. Can I work with you to make sure this is done? There was a nixe 
article in this morning's New York Times providing a few more details on the 
event. 

Rep. Lewis' office address is: 

:pc· 229 Cannon House Office Building 



INITIALS : BC / kmb / (-/!t 1: J/J ~ 
DRAFT DATE / LETTER DATE: Mar 12 1998 / 

CLEAR WITH: 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO: 
The Honorable John Lewis 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear John: 

WHCC: 

DOCUMENT TITLE: /slr/p/lewis.j 

CORRESPONDENCE #: 3 8 7 8 3 ..:J 

CC: Stacie Spector, 173 
Phil Caplan, WW 
Ben Johnson, 122 
Kevin Moran, 192 

APPROVAL/ENCLOSURES/SPECIALINSTR: 

I wanted to congratulate you on receiving the key to the city of Selma. 

You deserve to be truly proud of. your lifetime of advocacy for civil 

rights. The America we live in today is different than it was when you 

and so many others stood your ground for justice and equalityfAfhanks to 

you and to the men and women who. fought for their right to vote over 

thirty years ago, we now enjoy a more open and tolerant nation. Your 

legacy reminds us just how precious the right to vote is. 

Again, congratulations for all that you',ve done and continue to do in the 

name of civil rights. ~ L-e_//J~-<6) 

MAR 'i 3 1998 



INITIALS: BC I kmb I 

DRAFT DATE / LETTER DATE: Mar 11 1998 / 

CLEAR WITH: 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO: 
The Honorable John Lewis 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

WHCC: 

advocacy for civil rights. 

DOCUMENT TITLE: /slr/p/lewis.j 

CORRESPONDENCE # : 3 8 7 8 3 ~ 

CC: Stacie Spector, 173 
Phil Caplan, WW 
Ben Johnson, 122 
Kevin Moran, 192 

APPROVAL/ENCLOSURES/SPECIALINSTR: 

8{) IA \)t> ~~) t1"' qf/' · ~ /11 

of Selm~~· 

lifetime of 

<7ih~t1 .> 
We live in a different America than we_ did wheJyou and so many .br;me 

mareheI s boldly stood your ground ca1"'@~'il·~ Pa;tt~~~~Y~e f1tcp~'[ay~C tfi8-. 

mi 1 J io:Q.• of ~f;i;ican A:a:11Cric;;11:so uhc ean f:i::eel-, vote, anO:, indeed, all 

peopl 'ii who vah1,is democracy, owe a delat. ef §'ratitude tu you and to the 

men and women who fought for their right to vote over thirtx years ago) 

-Risking httntiliation, bra Lal it-,, and e v eE: dealt; }J~ ~1srighl;.e.J::-
fttttlre and a more tolerant worl~or tfie generations to eoffls.. 

legacy reminds us just ho~ precious the right to vote is. 

Your ---- . 

Again, congratulations for all that you've done and continue to do in the 

(,r'vi'I ·"' 1) h1>f0 . 
name of }t:t!ltl:Ce an~qaal1t:y. 
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. 04:11:5~ 
Record Type: Record 

To: Kevin S. Moran/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Rep. Lewis letter 

Kevin-

Does this sound OK for the letter you emailed Reuben Musgrave about? 

I heard that you recently received the key to the city of Selma, 
Alabama, and I want to add my personal congratulations for your 
lifetime of advocacy for civil rights. 

We live in a different America than we did when you and so many brave 
marchers boldly stood your ground at Edmund Pettus Bridge. Today, the 
millions of African Americans who can freely vote, and, indeed, all 
people who value democracy, owe a debt of gratitude to you and to the 
men and women who fought for their right to vote over thirty years 
ago. Risking humiliation, brutality, and even death, you secured a 
brighter future and a more tolerant world for the generations to come. 
Your legacy reminds us just how precious the right to vote is. 

Again, congratulations for all that you've done and continue to do in 
the name of justice and equality. 



~-,------· 

I 

Kevin S. Moran 
03/11 /98 04:25:41 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Kyle M. Baker/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Re: Rep. Lewis letter ~ 

Ben Johnson said "Excellent letter!" Sounds like we should go ahead and send it out. Thanks a lot. 
k 



Kevin S. Moran 
03/12/98 09:42:53 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Kyle M. Baker/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Thanks again, Kyle. k 

Too formal. This is a simple handwritten or short note of congratulations, this is a very educated 
ivil rights leader, we do not have anything to teach him or remind him of. Just keep it simple, 
caring, admiring, and supportive. 
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Civil Rights Leaders Re-Enact Protest March 

By June Preston 

SELMA, Ala. (Reuters) - The vanguard of the civil rights movement three decades ago met Sunday to 
remember the moment of bloody defiance at the Edmund Pettus Bridge that galvanized Americans 
behind giving millions of blacks the right to vote. 

With children, grandchildren and contemporaries gathered at their sides, John Lewis, Evelyn Lowery, 
John Nettles, Alfred Turner, Earl Hilliard, James Orange and other civil rights pioneers returned to 
Selma, where 33 years earlier state troopers bludgeoned voting-rights marchers in an act so brutal that it 
became known as "Bloody Sunday." 

"It was a terrible thing, what we had to go through," said Lewis, now a congressman from Georgia and 
then the 25-year-old president of the Southern Non-Violent Coordinating Committee. "But we had to 
suffer to get where we are today." 

"In America," he said, "people have a right to protest, people have a right to vote, people have a right to 
petition the government. We have come a great distance since that time." 

Lewis spoke Saturday while leading nine other members of Congress on a tour of the 16th Street Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, Alabama, where four young girls were killed by a bomb in 1963. 

That bombing shocked the nation, which was becoming increasingly riveted to the movement by blacks 
to gain their civil rights. 

Over the next two years, blacks in the South boldly staged lunch-counter sit-ins and other 
demonstrations to demand equal rights under the law. Supporters from the North rode buses to the South 
on "Freedom Rides" that often ended in violence, including a beating that left Lewis with permanent 
damage. 

In central Alabama, blacks led by Martin Luther King Jr. went about the business of trying to register to 
vote in the face of strong opposition from the white power structure. King was organizing a 54-mile 
march to the state capital in Montgomery to protest the lack of voting rights. 

On March 7, 1965, demonstrators for voting rights gathered in Selma and marched over the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge that led out of town. 

"We went across that bridge that Sunday, and that Sunday was the day that got folks the right to vote," 
Turner said. 

The law then said blacks could not congregate outside in groups of more than two, so when the 500 
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U.S. Civil Rights Pioneers Tour Historic Sites 

By June Preston 

BIRMINGHAM (Reuters) - Pioneers of the U.S. civil rights movement traveled Saturday to Selma, 
Alabama, where more than 30 years ago many were bludgeoned by state troopers during a voting-rights 
march. 

Among those in the group was Evelyn Lowery, who has been part of the civil rights movement from its 
inception. She led two busloads of college students who left Atlanta before dawn for a tour of Alabama's 
historic civil rights sites in Anniston, Birmingham, Marion, Montgomery and Selma. 

Her husband, the Rev. Joseph Lowery, was a top lieutenant of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

In Birmingham, Evelyn Lowery locked horns with Georgia Congressman John Lewis, who led a 
I 0-member congressional delegation that toured civil rights sites on Saturday. 

Lowery approached Lewis during a staged photo opportunity at the 16th Street Baptist Church to see 
whether her group and his could coordinate their schedules. 

But she said instead of talking to her, Lewis told Lowery to join his group while he continued to smile 
for the cameras. "I said 'I don't want to join your group. I've been doing this for 11 years,"' Lowery told 
Reuters. 

"He doesn't want to mess with us. He has to be re-elected. He can't re-elect himself," Lowery said. 

In Selma on March 7, 1965, a day that would become known as "Bloody Sunday," the Lowerys were 
traveling across Alabama with King trying to register blacks to vote when they heard that 500 marchers 
had been brutally beaten. 

"There were these young bucks who were part of SNCC (the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee) and they just decided not to wait until Dr. King got there," Evelyn Lowery said. "They just 
marched over that bridge and there they were facing this incredible force." 

By 1965, the civil rights movement, begun more than a decade earlier, had acquired an overwhelming 
momentum though stalwart segregationists like Alabama Governor George Wallace thought it could still 
be resisted. -

Wallace heard there was a voting-rights march being organized from Selma to the state capitol in 
Montgomery and sent hundreds of state troopers to stop it. 
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When the marchers reached the Selma city limits and started across the Edmund Pettus Bridge over the 
Alabama River they faced a sea of mounted state troopers wielding billy clubs. 

"You've got three minutes to turn back," one of the troopers shouted. A minute later, as the marchers 
continued forward, the troopers charged, beating many marchers senseless, including then-SNCC 
president John Lewis. 

Lewis said the concussion he suffered that day was a defining moment in his life. "I saw death," he said. 

Evelyn Lowery, who grew up in Birmingham, said in the 1960s the city was known as "Bombingham" 
because it was where four young girls were killed in a Ku Klux Klan bombing of the 16th Street Baptist 
Church. 

She said the church was bombed in retaliation for a civil rights demonstration. 

"'Bull' Connor was sheriff of Birmingham back then and he was very despotic," Lowery said. "He 
ordered fire hoses turned on the people, knocking them down. Then he turned dogs loose on them. That's 
why the church was bombed." 

The Rev. Joseph Nettles, who was beaten at Selma, said racism is still alive across the South, especially 
in Alabama. "I can assure you," he said, "although we have been struggling to create a new heart in 
Dixie, we are still catching hell in Alabama." "REUTERS@ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 17, 1998 

The Honorable John Lewis 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear John: 

Congratulations on receiving the key to the 
City of Selma. It's such a fitting honor for 
your many years at the forefront of the fight 
for civil rights. 

The America we live in today is, fortunately, 
different than it was when you and so many others 
took a stand for justice and equality. We all 
still have work to do, but I want you to know how 
grateful I am for your legacy of advancing civil 
rights in our nation. In part because of your 
efforts, we now enjoy a more open and tolerant 
America. 

Sincerely, 

ibV\ -
°'fl ctr -l< ~o+- fvi )< 

~ i~ 1'-<-- f~ -to 
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interstate Commerce Co:rnm.ission that gave teeth. to the enforcement of the Supreme Court.s 
.!Decision. This victory emboldened Freedom Fighters everywhere. For the ex:t three yeus, f Farmer pr~sided over a movement that sprawled over 150 CORE chapters all over the country. 

Meeting with Presidents, marching and mobilizing under constant threat of injuzy and dc::ath. 
armer and the movements soldiers challenged the beast in its lair. Tun was. particularly feared 

and despised in Louisiana. In 1963 he was the target of a house to house search in Plaquemine, 
Louisiana by state troopers working in connection with an enraged Klan mob. Prepared to 

·, surrender to save the families protecting him he was forced into a hearse to escape death. 
Arrested for protesting police brutality, he remained in jail in Donaldson, Lou.isiana during the 
March on Washington. 

James Farmer received. 26 honorary d~grees and numerous awards and. citations for his service to 
humanity. On January 15, 1998 he received the Presidential Medal ofFreedom. In bis 
wheelchair he kissed the Medal and said, "It's been a long time coming. A long ti.me" 

The life of his great man, this extlaordinary humanist, educator, motivator. labor a~tivist, and 
incomparable civil rights leader, is cherished and remembered by his two daughters, Tami 
Fanner Gonzalez, and Abbey Farm, his granddaughter, Abigale and countless freedom fighters, 
friends and admirers around the nation a.nd the world; 
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James Farmer Ttibute 
Talking Points 
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Today we celebrate James Farmer. author of the Am~rican Civil Rights movement, whose life's 
work bas changed us al forever. This tribute is a long delayed affirmation of bis magnificent 
contribu1ions which have shaped the substance of our nation. 

James Leonqrd Farmer, Jr. was bor.a in Marshall, Texas on January 12, 1920. Blessed with a 
superior intellect, Jim Fanner graduated from Wiley College. then also graduating from Howard 
University. He guided his theological passion to learn the non-violent Ghandian Philosophy. 

In 1942, b.e founded the ~ongress of Racial Equality (CORE), an organization committed to 
ending racial s~gregation, embodying the Ghandi.an principles of nonviolent direct action, civil 
disobedience and non-cooperarion with segregation. 

CORE moved on to sit-ins, stand-ins, and other demonsrrations in Chicago, and subsequently 
chapters undertook direct action in several Northern cities. Thus, CORE pioneered the civil 
rights protest tactics that were employed in the l 9SO's and gained national attention in· the 1960's. 

During the 40's and SO's, Jim also worked a.s a union organi2er for the Upholsters Intemational 
Union fNorth America and AFSCME. Is work in the labor movement in the late 1970's and 
continued until the early 1980's when Jim setved as fust associate Director of the Coalition of 
American Public Employees. 
/. 

n 1959, Jim Fanner joined the staff of the NAACP as itS Program Director. On February 1~ 
960, four black collegians sat down at a segregated Woolworth. lunch counter in GreensborQ, 
. C. CORE1 having slowly expanded in the late SO's uc.der the leader5hip of devoted members 

'including his second wi'fe, Lula Patterson Fanner, was well poised to this new challenge, 
-../ 

Jim initiated, organized and led the 1961 freedom rides to integrate interstate travel. His goal to 
test the 1960's Supreme Court decision, Boynton v. Virginia, which allowed the segregation of 
facilities used by passengers in interstate transportation-a law mat was blatantly defied 
throughout the American South. 

Launched in May of 1961, the Freedom rides shocked the nation with pkrures of savage beatings 
and burning buses. Soon thousands of Freedom Rides were filling southern jails. Fa:rmer 
boosted the morale pf his companions in Parchman Prison near Jackson, Missjssippi-·singing the 
old labor ballad, 'cWhic}l. side are you on". When word was received that Attorney Gen. :Robert 
Kemedy had requested a "cooling-off' period, Jim c:onsulted with other "front-line" warriors and 
then gave this response:" Please tell the attorney general that we have been cooling off for 350 
years. If we cool off any more, we will be in a deep freeze. The Freedom Rides will so on." 

The Freedom Rides c.ontinued and succeeded, culm~nating in a ruling on Sept. 22. 1961 by the 
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For Inunediate Release 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Los Angeles, California) 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

July 10, 1999 

Hillary and I were greatly saddened to learn of the death of James 
Farmer, one of this century's pioneers for freedom. As_~he l~ader of 
the Congress of Racial E ualit , he stood on the front lines of the 

historic sit-ins, Free om 

better nation. 
many friends. 

### 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 15, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT MEDALS OF FREEDOM PRESENTATION 

The East Room 

10:00 A.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. I want to begin with a warm welcome to all of our 
guests here, our honorees and their family members, members of the administration, members of 

Congress, other distinguished officials. It is fitting that today this ceremony occurs on the 
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who, 21 years ago, was granted this award by President 

Carter posthumously, to ensure that his legacy would live on. Until every child has the 
opportunity to live up to his or her God-given potential, free from want in a world at peace, Dr. 

King's work and our work is not yet done. He once said that, "No social advance rolls on the 
wheels of inevitability." After five years in Washington, I know that is true. Humanity makes 

progress through decades of sweat and toil by dedicated individuals who give freely of 
themselves and who inspire others to do the same -- the kind of heroic men and women we honor 

today. All of our honorees have helped America to widen the circle of democracy -- by 
fighting for human rights, by righting social wrongs, by empowering others to achieve, by 

preserving our precious environment, by extending peace around the world. Every person here 
has done so by rising in remarkable ways to America's highest calling, the calling, as the First 
Lady said, of active citizenship. On behalf of a grateful nation, I would like to bestow the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom on these courageous citizens. Let me say, as I begin, that I am 

grateful to all of them who are here and those who are not. 

(Commander Huey reads the citation.) THE PRESIDENT: In the spring of 1942, a man 
fresh out of theology school sat down at the counter of Chicago's Jack Spratt Coffee Shop and 
ordered a doughnut. Because he was black, he was refused. Because his name was James 
Farmer, he did not give in. He and the other founders of the Congress of Racial Equality 
organized the nation's first sit-in and launched an era of nonviolent protests for civil rights. 
He went on to help bring down Jim Crow by leading freedom rides, voter drives and marches, 
enduring repeated beatings and jailings along the way. He has never sought the limelight and 
until today, I, frankly, think he's never gotten the credit he deserves for the contribution he has 
made to the freedom of African Americans and other minorities and their equals opportunities in 
America. But today, he can't avoid the limelight, and his long overdue recognition has come to 
pass. Read the citation, Commander. (Commander Huey reads the citation;) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate ReleaseJanuary 8, 1998 

Statement by the Press Secretary 

President Clinton announced today that he will award the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
Nation's highest civilian honor, to 15 distinguished Americans. The President will bestow the 
medals at a White House ceremony on January 15, 1998. 

James Farmer. One of our Nation's most influential civil rights leaders, James Farmer formed 
the Congress of Racial Equality in 1942, which became a catalyst of the civil rights movement. 
As the director of CORE, Farmer introduced nonviolent resistance against segregation and 
discrimination through such activities as sit-ins, standing lines, and the famous Freedom Rides. 
He is currently a professor at Mary Washington College in Fredericksburg, VA. 
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(ongress of tbe Wnfttb i>tate~ 

Honorable William Clinton 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Da~blngton, :mcic 20515 

April 15, 1997 

Fifty-five years ago this month, the first sit-in took place. It was at the Jack Spr~~ 18 PM12:( 
Coffee Shop in Chicago, Illinois. It was conceived, organized an~~y James Fanner. 

. Fifty years ago, ifr"T'94.7, in :Callow up to the 1946 St:tprem €ot:trt ruliBg that btacks 
coultl not be forced t6 sit in the back of eases a-aveling interstat§~ Farmer led CORE 
members in a challenge to the practice of segregated seating. They traveled through 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and West Virginia. Some members of that group, 
including Bayard Rustin, were arrested and served thirty days on a chain gang in North 
Carolina for having violated local segregation laws. 

These are among the little known but critical events on the road to equal rights and 
equal protection under the law. Better known are the Freedom Rides. James Fanner 
orchestrated them, too. 

On May 1, 1961, in Washington, D.C., James Farmer began training an interracial 
group of thirteen young people in the Ghandian principles of direct action and nonviolence. 
Three days later, they set out on a journey through the Deep South. There was violence all 
around them. They were beaten; and their buses were burned. But, they never fought back 
a d hey never turned back. They were on a journey toward freedom. 

The Freedom Rides catapulted Birmingham police commissioner, Bull Connor, onto 
the front page of major newspapers around the world. The Freedom Rides opened Bobby 
Kennedy's eyes to the intransigence of Southern segregationists and the need for the federal 
government to intervene in the struggle for civil rights. And, the Freedom Rides brought 
down the "white only " and "colored" signs that were hung over every bus seat, terminal 

ch, toilet and water fountain in the South. 

Referred to as a "young Negro aristocrat," Farmer was born in Texas, where his 
father was the first black person to earn a Ph.D. degree. Today, he is seventy-seven years 
old. He is blind. He has lost the use of both of his legs. He is not in good health. 

He is still teaching at Mary Washington College in Fredericksburg, Virginia, where 
he is Distinguished Professor of History and American Studies. He continues to inspire his 
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students and all those who come in contact with him to set goals, direct their actions, be 
creative, have vision and keep the faith. 

We urge you to recognize the especially meritorious contributions to our society 
which have been made by James Farmer by awarding him the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. No one is more deserving of this honor. 

Sincerely, 

.":) \)! (!,~ ~· 
..... ; .. 
\r 
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In the spring of 1942, a inan frcish out of theology 

school sat down at the counter of Chicago's Jack Spratt 
I 

Coffee Shop and ordered a doughnJ.t. Because that man 
i 
I 

was black, he was refused. Becausd that man was James 
I 

Farmer, he did not give in. I-Ie and the other founders of the 
I 

Congress of Racial Equality organized the nation's first sit-
1 

' 

in and launched an era of non-violet).t protest for civil rights. 
! 

Mr. Farmer went on to help bring down Jim Crow by 
. ! 

leading Freedom Rides, voter drives:, and marches --

enduring repeated beatin;gs and jailitjtgs along the way. Mr. 
I 

Farmer has never sought the limeligJ;it. But today, we won't 
I 
i . I 

let him avoid it -- for national recog:tb.ition is long past due. 
. I 

[ Cmdr. Huey, please read the citation.] 
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

226 CARR BUILDING 

Mr. James Dorskin 

DURHAM 

NORTH CAROLINA 
27708-0719 

March 25, 1997 

Director of Presidential Correspondence 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Dorskin: 

BOX 90719 

TELEPHONE !919) 684-3014 

FAX (919) 681-7670 

I write to you to recommend that James Farmer receive the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. As a historian of the United States and a civil rights advocate, I have been a 
close student of the life and role of Jam es Farmer. 

It is almost impossible to list the many contributions of James Farmer to American 
History. As a member of the NAACP and the Fellowship ofR~conciliation (FOR), 
Farmer was an active participant in civil rights activities in the 1930s and 40s, a period 
which is least known for non-violent protest. Yet, Farmer staged several non-violent 
boycotts, demonstrations and sit-ins to protest segregation and discrimination in the 
North. Indeed, Farmer's initial strategies were the basis of his famous memorandum to the 
leaders of FOR in which he explained the possible use of non-violent tactics in a mass 
movement in the North, and especially in the South. Written almost a decade before the 
Montgomery Bus· Boycott, Farmer1s memorandum seemed to have foreshadowed the very 
foundation of the modern day non-violent protest as a part of the civil rights movement. 

Fanner is best known, however, as the founder and first director of the Congress 
of Racial Equality. Founded in 1942, CORE membership was restricted to Northern cities 
and small local protests. As the modern day civil rights movement increased, CORE 
became one of the leading organizations in the 1960s. Its me'inbers participated in a 
variety of activities ranging from sit-ins and voter registration to demonstrations and 
boycotts. But, it is the "Freedom Rides" for which it is best known. 

In 1961, CORE members participated in a demonstration against segregation on 
interstate bus transportation known as the "Freedom Rides." It gained national attention 
when segregationists began to attack the buses in Anniston and Birmingham, Alabama. 
However, this was not the only incident. A bus of freedom riders was later fire-bombed in 
Montgomery while other riders were beaten and arrested in various cities in both Alabama 
and Mississippi. But, it was their work and that of James Farmer that led the Interstate 
Commerce Commission to end racial segregation on interstate transportation. I can think 
of no person more deserving to receive this national distinction than James Farmer. 

<;;;'71:;1~ 
John Hope Franklin 
Jam es B. Duke Professor of History Emeritus 
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o2 d]ll .5/.,,:~:::~~.~=~:'.~,, JOHN LEWIS 
5TH DISTRICT, GEORGIA 

CHIEF DEPUTY DEMOCRATIC WHIP 

COMMITTEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

SUBCOMMITTEE: 

HEALTH 

<teongrrss of tbt Wnittb ~tates 
J$ouse of l\epresentatibes 

Uasbtngtont 11HlC 20515-1005 

June 3, 1997 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dt:ar Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20516-1005 
(202) 226-3801 

Fax (2021 226-0351 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

THE EOUITABLE BUILOING 

100 PEACHTREE STREET, N.W. 

SUITE# 1920 

A TL ANT A, GA 30303 
(404) 659-0116 

Fax (4041331--0947 

JUN 5 A~l1:49 

I write to reiterate my interest in having the Presidential Medal of Freedom awarded to James 
Farmer. Hundreds of people familiar with Jim Farmer, his life and his work have joined me in making 
this request, including John Zippert, a young, white student from New York who came South with 
Farmer in the summer of 1965 to test enforcement of the Civil Rights Act. Zippert never left the South 
and the work and community he came to love. (A copy of John Zippert's letter is enclosed.) 

I know that you are deeply committed to he~a~li~n~g~r~a:_ci~a~d~iv~i~si~o!!Jn§.sJJ·ILO~~~"?'-aA~~itafftttng 
the diversity_that-makes om natian gr-eat This would b most important legacy any president could 
leave. I applaud your commitment; an~o ard to working with you to achieve these goals. 

FmyH-oftilsiife--~ ~~;;;:seventy-seven years -- Jim Farmer has labored to make these goa s 
a realil,y~U'nder his leadership, we have come a long way. It is because of Jim Farmer and the Freeda 
RideN organized that the "colored" and "white only" signs that hung in every bus terminal and 
elsewhere in the South are down. Jim's leadership in voter registration efforts empowered hundreds 
thousands of black people in Mississippi. His influence on President Johnson shaped our nt's 

"_first affirmative action_policies-and-m!fdeliteracy a pri.mary-componen o e ar on Pove . Despite 
his failing health today, Jim Farmer continues to encourage and inspire all all of us to set goals, employ 
nonviolent techniques, be creative, have vision and keep faith. 

It is my hope that you will recognize Jim Farmer for his inimitable service to our nation by 
awarding him the Presidential Medal of Freedom. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

ours truly, ' ·· 

.\\;~' .-1 
. '// -:7 1~ 

~ 
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The l~edcratiou of Southe.r11 Cooperatives/ 
Land Assistance Fund 

Rural Tri'lining nnd Resecirch Centt!r 
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RAl.l'H PAIGE 
EXcCUTlVE DIRECTOR 

May 19, 1_997 Tl!LEPHONI! (2U5) 1>:'>2-':lf.7<, 
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ARKANSAS 
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Nnrwruhl (),,vl~ 

LOUISIANA 

S..r.retMy 
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ALAISAMJ\ 

Ttt~suror 

Curll~ IMbinctt -
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Chuk' H;,rrh 
GEORGIA 

P~arl 1.1111~ 
FLORIDA -

Ben Pun~c 
KENTUCKY 

David HumM 
MISSOURI 

S\\h'ley Wllll11n,; 
MISS1ss11·r1 

D.ai\iotl Dusl11m.:inic 
1'1!XAS 

Chaplin 
c. L. l'witty 
AT LARGE 

Rnb~rl!'o.l\mw1w 

ATLARCli 

Ah•arcz Ferrouill~I 
AT LAR(;f( 

;md 
F11mlr.1i~in11 Oifin• 
100 EdJ!,~wood Avl!., NI:'. 
Sui1,-~j4 
All.mid, GA 30~1)~ 
(4!l4):t?.H•!lll2 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Attn: Mr. James Dorskin 
Director of Presidential Correspondence 

Dear President Clinton: 

My letter comes today_to endorse the proposal and efforts 
to nominate Dr. James Farmer, founder and former National 
Director of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) for Th.e 
Presldentlal Medal of Freedom. 

·'!""':' . 
I feel 1 t would be fair to say that Jim Farmer and ro=e 

significantly changed my life and more importantly- the lives of 
so many of our citizens, Black and White, .. across the South and 
throughout our nation. 

In the summer of 1965, as a white, third year student at 
the City College of New York, I volunteered to work for the 
summer with the Congress· of Racial Equality in Louisiana. While 
had been a member of the New York CORE chapte1· for several 
years, my participation in the summer project allowed me learn 
and participate directly in the "civil rights movement" in the 
South, which was the single greatest experience and influence in 
my life. 

Most of the time that summer was spent in voter 
registration and ed~cation; testing public ·accommodations_ under 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act; and meeting the people of St. Landry 
Parish and southwest Louisiana. Many of the people I met were 
small Black farmers and sharecroppers engaged in sweet potato, 
cotton and vegetable farming operations. 

".-7;111~rlf)1-jh1e lears ofSa11ia to '1\11ml f,~illerirn" 

J.967·1992 
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Page 2 

At the end of the summer, CXl=E asked me to join their field 
staff, at the salary of $25 per week, to work on community 
organizing and development in southwest Louisiana. I agreed to 
continue working/volunteering with CORE for two years from the 
Fall of 1965 to the Fall of 1967. 

Out of my work with CORE, thousands of people were 
registered to vote in southwest Louisiana. In several of these 
communities, as a result, today there are significant numbers of 
African-American public officials. Our greatest accomplishment 
was the organization of· several agricultural and consumer 
cooperatives and credit unions across southwest Louisiana. These 
fledgling cooperatives: and credit unions came together with· 
others in the South to· form the Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives in 1967. For the. past thirty years, I have worked for 
th~ Federation seeking justice for Black family farmers and other 
low income rural people in the South. 

Most of the time I worked for CORE, it was under the 
leadership and direction of James Farmer. I remember attending 
several fieldstaff meetings in the South, in that period of ~he mid 
1960's, when he was present, often at great risk to his personal 
security, to give guidance, ·inspiration and encouragement to the 
staff. James Farmer provided resolute but also caring leadership 
to the organization, the people in it and the greater masses of 
Black and poor peopl~ we were serving in communities across the 
South and the nation. 

James Farmer had a broad and clear vision for America from 
the very beginning of CORE in 1942, but when I met him a 
ge_neration later he was still pursuing· that vision and enhanced 
_mission to make the promises of freedom, the dreams of justice 
and the simple elements of the pursuit of happinE~ss available to 
all Americans, especially Black Americans, who had been denied 
these basic freedoms and benefits. James Farmer taught me alot 
about what freedom and America is supposed to be all about. 
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He also taught me that sometimes you have to sit down or 
sit-in, as a protest, to make America stand up for what it really 
believes in. Farmer is an important voice and symbol -of 
the importance of non-violent protest in making America 
live up to its promises and ideals ..• 

I have remained in contact with James Farmer over the 
years and still consider him to be an inspiration for our work in 
the Federation of Southern Cooperatives. We were in contact with 
him during his government service and his work In academia. I 
spoke with him at the 30th. Anniversary of the Freedom Rides at 
Tougaloo, Mississippi several years ago. 

We strongly s·upport the proposal to recognize Dr. 
James Farmer with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Ttiis· would not ~nly be a tribute for his Individual 
contributions to the nation but it would recognize .the 
larger work of hundreds -of local community leaders • 
... -1: ... c1~ ..... .::!a ...... c1 P""'r~l.=!?.:.c-.'!::---+r. ~h~ c:-.-n nlah-to--.P.'!....,•.:":')<:l~4-

W~ look forward to hearing from you and seeing you award 
this important recognition to Dr. Farmer. Please contact me if I 
can be of any further assistance in this matter. 

John Zippert 
Director of Program Operations 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 15, 1998 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY 

The President today awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom to 15 individuals. 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom was established by President Kennedy by Executive Order 
on February 22, 1963. It is the highest civilian award of our Government. The Medal is 
awarded only by the President to those persons whom he deems to have made especially 
meritorious contributions to the security or national interests of the United States, to world peace, 
or to cultural or other significant public or private endeavors. The Medal may be awarded to 
citizens of other nations and may be awarded posthumously. President Kennedy announced the 
first Presidential Medal of Freedom awards in 1963. However, President Johnson made the first 
presentations of the Medal in a ceremony at the White House on December 6, 1963. Recipients 
receive a medal and a citation signed by the President. 

The text of the citations awarded today read as follows: 

JAMES FARMER 

Visionary civil rights hero, James Farmer has inspired millions of Americans with his 
passionate convictions, committed activism, and unwavering dignity. As founder more than 50 
years ago of the Congress of Racial Equality, he embraced the principles of direct action and 
nonviolence, leading the first sit-ins to protest racial segregation. His organization of and 
participation in the Freedom Rides of the 1960s focused national attention on inequities in public 
accommodations and often put his life at risk. The changes he wrought are with us to this day. 
Our Nation proudly salutes James Farmer for his extraordinary work to combat discrimination 
and bring racial harmony and healing to our land. 


