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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR BOSTON'S 

FIFTH ANNUAL YOUTH SUMMIT 
BOSTON, MA 
March 27,1999 

Good Morning, Mayor Menino, Youth Council Members, sponsors, volunteers, and all 
the young people here today. 1 am pleased to welcome you to Boston's Fifth Annual Mayor's 
Youth Summit. ^ 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four years ago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. I was so impressed by your energy and enthusiasm. Today, 1 am proud to 
see you are as energetic as ever, the Mayor's Youth Summit is still going strong, and Boston 
continues to stand out as leading American city. 

This year's theme '̂Health, Fitness & Wellness^ is important for all of u^aftd-|specially 
for young people. Today, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your lives -
vt'hether it iTt^iw^a balanced diet, getttn^the appropriate health care, or learnmf the study 
skills that are so important to achieving your future goals. The decisions you make now about 
your health, safety and education will tnflucncTthe rest of your lives. 

Through your hard work, determination and enthusiasm, you are showing your peers and 
fellow citizens that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of 
your community. You are paving the way for a brighter future for young people not only in 
Boston, but throughout America. 

President Kennedy once told a group of young volunteers just like yourselves, "1 hope 
you will regard this as the first installment in a long life of service." I wish the same for you. 
America depends on active citizens like yourselves - keep up the good work. Thank ând God 
bless you. 

### 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR BOSTON'S 

FIFTH ANNUAL YOUTH SUMMIT 
BOSTON, MA 
March 27,1999 

Good Morning, Mayor Menino, Youth Council Members, sponsors, volunteers, and all 
the young people here today. I am pleased to welcome you to Boston's Fifth Annual Mayor's 
Youth Summit. 

1 remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four years ago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. I was so impressed by your energy and enthusiasm. Today, 1 am proud to 
see you are as energetic as ever, the Mayor's Youth Summit is still going strong, and Boston 
continues to stand out as a ai^blead«n^--AvuiiA).c.c»oo di '^ . 

This year's theme "Health, Fitness & Wellness" is important for all of us, and especially 
for young people. Today, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your lives ~ 
whether it is eating a balanced diet, getting the appropriate health care, or learning the study 
skills that are so important to achieving your future goals. The decisions you make now about 
your health, safety and education will influence the rest of your lives. 

Through your hard work, determination and enthusiasm, you are showing your peers and 
fellow citizens that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of 
your community. You are paving the way for a brighter future for young people not only in 
Boston, but throughout America. 

President Kennedy once told a group of young volunteers just like yourselves, " I hope 
you will regard this as the first installment in a long life of service." 1 wish the same for you. 
America depends on active citizens like yourselves - keep up the good work. Thank and God 
bless you. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR BOSTON'S 

FIFTH ANNUAL YOUTH SUMMIT 
BOSTON, MA 
March 27,1999 

GoodrMornlhg, Mayor Mehino, V(3mli Cuuiitil Mmiibuj, jpuiL^uib, vuUiliims, and al 1 
tlic young puuplu hmc luJn;\ pleased tOyW k̂ome yj^tie^Boston's Fifth Annual Mayor's 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four yearSago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. I was so impressed by your energy and enthusiasm. lod^y, I am proud-ttr 

^^^you are as energetic as ever, the Mayor's Youth Summit is stiHgoing stron|,^^d Boston 
V conUnues to stand out as a leading American city. ^ ^ . Tta'^jA^^^V Lt 

This year's theme, "Healtfi, Fitness & Wellness," is important for all of us. Especially for 
young people. Today, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your lives - to eat a 
balanced diet, get the appropriate health care, or learn the study skills that are so important to 
achieving your future goals. The decisions you make now about your health, safety and 
education will shape the rest of your lives. 

Through your hard work, determination and enthusiasm, you are showing your peer's and 
fellow citizens that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of 
your community. You are paving the way for a brighter future for young people not only in 
Boston, but throughout America. 

President Kennedy once told a group of young volunteers just like yourselves, "1 hope 
you will regard this as the first installment in a long life of service." 1 wish the same for you. 
America depends on active citizens like yourselves - keep up the good work. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

### 



President William J. Clinton 
Videotaped Remarks To 

The City of Boston's Fifth Annual Youth Summit 

Good Morning, Mayor Menino, Youth Council Members, sponsors, volunteers, and all 
the young people here today. I am pleased to welcome you to Boston's Fifth Annual Mayor's 
Youth Summit. 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four years ago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. I was so impressed by your energy and enthusiasm. Today, I am proud to 
see you are as energetic as ever, and the Mayor's Youth Summit is still going strong. 

You are establishing the highest standards of responsibility and community service and 
showing your friends, classmates and peers that it's good to take an active role in your future and 
in the well-being of your community. Through your hard work, determination and enthusiasm, 
Boston will certainly stand out as an urban leader as all of us prepare for the twenty-first century. 

Your Youth Summit is an outstanding opportunity to get together and find out about all 
the plentiful resources available to young people in Boston. It's a chance for you to challenge 
yourselves-in workshops and other activities designed to help you open doors to a bright future. 

This year's theme "Health, Fitness & Wellness" is important for all of us-especially for 
young people, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your 
lives-whether it is eating a balanced diet, getting the appropriate health care, or learning study 
skills to achieve your future goals. The decisions you make now about your health, safety and 
education will influence the rest of your lives. 1 am confident each and every one of you will 
select the correct path. 

Your City, Boston, has been a model for adolescent Wellness, keeping the streets safe, 
and for giving students a state-of-the-art education by putting technology to work in every 
classroom, in every school. 

1 am proud of you, and you should be proud too. You are showing your peers and fellow 
citizens that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of your 
city. PrQsidQny^^nsi:^i'eT^cesmd^ can do for you, but what you can 
do for your cmi0ff5^" You are fulfilling his envisionmenfoTcommunity service for our country. 
America depends on active citizens like you. Thank and God bless you. 



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS TO 

THE CITY OF BOSTON'S FOURTH ANNUAL YOUTH SUMMIT 
APRIL 4,1998 

Good moming, Mayor Menino, members ofthe Mayor's Youth Council, members ofthe 
Boston Community Centers' Youth Connection, volunteers and participants. I am pleased to ^ 
have this opportunity to speak with all of you gathered for Boston's fourth annual Youth 
Summit. 

The greatest challenge all Americans face in the coming years is to strengthen our n^ ion^ 
for the next centtuy. ^ ^ i e I'm doing all I can as President to lead us into the 21st centtiry^Once 
we get ther^ it will be your ttira to lead. And I know that every young person here today is up to 
the job. Each of you has the capacity to shape your own future. 

But first, you must take responsibility for developing that capacity. You can begin by 
staying in school and studying hard so that you can tum the challenges of today into the progress' 
of tomorrow. 

And you can also accomplish much beyond the walls of school. Dr. Martin Luther King : 
once said, "Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve.^SoJLcalLon-eadiiii^^ 
dedicate some of your time to volunteering in your communitiep^lfiirough public service, you 
can leam the all-important lesson that what truly matters is nofthe color of your skin, but what 
you contribute to society ~ the difference you make in your communities. No matter where you 
live, from Charlestown to Chinatown, Roxbury to Jamaica Plain, much more unites you than 
divides you. By learning together and serving together, we can bring everyone together in 
mutual respect and freedom. 

I am proud of you, and you should be proud too. You are showing your peers and fellow 
citizens that it is important to take an activfe role in shaping your fiiture and the well-being of 

ur city. America depends on active citizfens like you. Thank you and God bless you. 
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HEADLINE: 1,500 gather to seek answers f o r youth 

BYLINE: By Adrian Walker, Globe Sta f f 

BODY: 

Aft e r a l l the hoopla, the tel e v i s e d message from the president and the 
speech by the Olympic gold medal winner, the Mayor's Youth Summit that a t t r a c t e d 
nearly 1,500 teen-agers to Boston L a t i n School yesterday was best summed up by 
one of the p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

" I t h i n k the best part of the summit was g e t t i n g everyone together to t a l k 
about violence," said Alissa P a s s a c a n t i l l i , a L a t i n School senior who l i v e s i n 
the North End. "Seeing a l l the kids together was the best p a r t . " 

The summit took on a high-powered tone from the beginning, as President 
Clinton welcomed the youths to the summit i n a taped speech from the Oval 
Office. But the discussions on crime, domestic abuse, job t r a i n i n g and other 
issues r e f l e c t e d the g r i p that violence, HIV and a host of other i l l s take on 
young l i v e s barely i n t o adolescence. 

The one-day conference was expected to a t t r a c t about 500 teen-agers, but 
instead drew t r i p l e that number, thanks i n part to a b l i t z of p u b l i c i t y from 
dozens of community-based organizations, many of which transported kids i n the 
event i n vans and buses, from across the c i t y . 

S ister Jeanne Gribaudo, Menino's youth adviser, said the primary purpose of 
the conference was to help students get involved i n a c t i v i t i e s . I n a d d i t i o n to 
the workshops, r e c r u i t e r s from a wide range of community organizations 
d i s t r i b u t e d information and sought members. 

"Most kids want something p o s i t i v e to get involved i n , they j u s t need some 
help g e t t i n g s t a r t e d , " Gribaudo said. "There's no way to j u s t go out and save 
the c i t y - i t ' s one l i f e at a time." 

Menino said he was pleased that the conference brought together kids from 
across the c i t y and provided them w i t h a forum to discuss t h e i r s i m i l a r i t i e s as 
well as t h e i r differences. 

"There was a r e a l sense that they want to do something with themselves and 
with the c i t y , " Menino said. "These kids learned how to work together, and how 
to understand each other's problems and d i f f i c u l t i e s . " 

In his welcome, Cli n t o n alluded to his v i s i t to Boston i n January, when he 
met with the Mayor's Youth Advisory Committee, which planned the summit 
yesterday. " I had a chance to see f i r s t h a n d the work being done by young people 
i n Boston," he said. " I n many ways, the things you've been doing exemplify the 
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s p i r i t of the new covenant I've been t a l k i n g about." 

A f t e r the opening ceremonies, the group broke i n t o about 25 discussion groups 
on various topics. Many of the sessions took on unexpected emotion. 

When Christopher Rogers, a black police o f f i c e r assigned to Area D, asked the 
Teens and Police seminar mostly made up of students of color why they displayed 
less respect f o r black o f f i c e r s than white o f f i c e r s , the anwer was s w i f t and 
almost unanimous: "Because you've sold out." 

Rogers t r i e d to convince them that those a t t i t u d e s contributed to the 
violence many of them said they l i v e w i th on a d a i l y basis. 

"Wrong i s wrong," Rogers said. " I f you're black and you commit a crime you're 
as wrong as anyone else. Take some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r your 'hood." 

Other sessions dealt with such issues as d i v e r s i t y , forming friendships, even 
a session on fencing. There seemed to be no shortage of p a r t i c i p a n t s or 
enthusiasm i n any of them. 

"This r e a l l y breaks the stereotype of kids," said Neil S u l l i v a n , a father of 
three who heads the Private Industry Council. "Teen-agers are looking to be part 
of something. One th i n g we can do to improve the future of young people i s to 
get more involved i n t h e i r l i v e s . " 

Dan Jansen, the Olympic gold medal speedskater, ended the summit w i t h a t a l k 
on his t r i b u l a t i o n s as an at h l e t e . Swatch, the watch company f o r which Jansen 
endorses products, donated hundreds of watches that the youths received 
yesterday. 

Jansen, who f i n a l l y won the gold medal i n the f o u r t h Olympics i n which he was 
a medal f a v o r i t e - r e f l e c t e d on the pressures to achieve. 

"Winning i s not the most important t h i n g , " Jansen said. " I t h ink 80 percent 
of the athletes who go to the Olympics are j u s t happy to be there. The most 
important t h i n g i s to do the best you can do." 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, 1. GLOBE STAFF PHOTO/JOHN TLUMACKI / Molly Sull i v a n , an Olympic 
fencer from Medford, referees a match between Cameron White ( l e f t ) and Nelson 
DiPina at the youth summit. 2. GLOBE STAFF PHOTO/JOHN TLUMACKI / Boston Police 
O f f i c e r Robert Merner asks f o r a show of hands from those who know someone who 
has been shot, stabbed or assaulted. 
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In the l i f e of a teenager, mere gossip can spark a f i e r c e f i g h t ; an argument 

with a parent can lead to a teenager l i v i n g i n the s t r e e t s , and a sarcastic 
remark to a teacher can r e s u l t i n suspension. 

More than 1,4 00 Boston students ages 12 to 18 who attended the f o u r t h annual 
Mayor's Youth Summit yesterday learned how to s t a r t q u e l l i n g p o t e n t i a l 
explosions. 

Unlike past programs, t h i s year's summit, held at Boston L a t i n School, did 
not focus on resume w r i t i n g and employment issues. Instead, student leaders 
decided to focus on re l a t i o n s h i p s and how to defuse p o t e n t i a l confrontations 
with family, f r i e n d s , teachers, and work supervisors. 

"These are things that r e a l l y happen," said Kathryn Cohen, 16, a Boston L a t i n 
student and member of the Mayor's Youth Council. "So the students are learning 
how to deal with these s i t u a t i o n s and how to create solutions." 

A f t e r Mayor Thomas M. Menino addressed the teenagers, they assembled i n t o 45 
workshops. 

In one workshop, Marvin Grayson, 18, a senior at South Boston High School, 
joined a group that included two other teens, a man, and a woman, and read the 
s c r i p t to them: A g i r l i s having a f i e r y confrontation with her mother and heads 
out of the house saying "I'm out." 

"That's where i t a l l s t a r t e d - r i g h t there with 'I'm out,' " Grayson said. 
"That was the breakdown. And she the mother doesn't know where her daughter i s 
going. You can at least say 'I'm going here or there' maybe to s t a r t so at least 
your mother knows where to s t a r t looking f o r you i f she needs you." 

Joseph Robinson, 35, a youth worker i n Boston, agreed with Grayson but said 
the mother also needs to be more s p e c i f i c . At one point i n the s c r i p t , the 
mother asks the g i r l when she expects to come home. When the g i r l says 1 a.m., 
the mother qu i c k l y says midnight. 

" I f she wanted her i n by midnight, then she should have i n i t i a l l y said t h a t , " 
explained Robinson. 

Carina C a r r o l l , 17, a student at Hyde Park High School, said scenarios 
described at the summit are s i m i l a r to r e a l l i f e . " I often have problems with 
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aut h o r i t y figures . . . l i k e my parents," she said. "Parents often l i k e to 
demean kids. . . . They t h i n k we don't know anything and that they are older and 
wiser but I believe we can be wise, too, especially with a l l the technology and 
s t u f f . " 

But C a r r o l l found the workshops h e l p f u l and said she believes she i s learning 
how to best deal with her grandmother when there i s a disagreement. 

"I'm f i n d i n g that i f I'm quiet and l e t her blow steam, leave f o r a while and 
then come back and t a l k i t out, then we can t a l k without both of us arguing." 

Sister Jean Griaudo, the mayor's youth adviser, said she hoped students would 
learn s k i l l s at the summit that they w i l l keep forever. "With teenagers, 
there's always a l o t of 'he said, she said,' but instead of i t leading to a 
vi o l e n t outcome we are t r y i n g to make i t so they w i l l be able to work things 
out. " 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, UNITED FRONT - (Front row from l e f t ) Tanika Mickey of East 
Boston High School and Amelia Aubourg and Rosie Lau of Boston L a t i n School 
danced to "We Can Work I t Out" during opening ceremonies of the 4th annual 
Mayor's Youth Summit at Boston L a t i n School. About 1,400 Boston students 
attended the event yesterday and heard how to defuse p o t e n t i a l confrontations 
with family, f r i e n d s , teachers, and work supervisors. / GLOBE STAFF PHOTO / 
WENDY MAEDA (Photo, page Bl) 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR BOSTON'S 

FIFTH ANNUAL YOUTH SUMMIT 
BOSTON, MA 
March 27,1999 

Good Morning. 1 am pleased to greet you for the opening of Boston's Fifth Annual 
Mayor's Youth Summit. 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people foutwears ago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. 1 was so impressed'^your energy and enthusi^smTTknow that you are as 
energetic today as you were at the.££st youtb-sumnB^. \hi2^ u^cC C^^-^^ 

This year's theme, "Health, Fitness & Wellness," is important for all of us. Especially for 
young people. Today, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your lives ~ to eat a 
balanced diet, get the appropriate health care, or learn the study skills that are so important to -̂ ^ 
achieving your future goals. The decisions you make now about your health, safety and 
education will shape the rest of your lives. 

Through your hard work, determination and enthusiasm, you are showing your peers and "̂ "̂̂  -1. 
fellow citizens that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of 
your community. You are paving the way for a brighter future for young people not only in 
Boston, but throughout America. 

President Kennedy once told a group of young volunteers just like yourselves, "1 hope 
you will regard this as the first installment in a long life of service." I wish the same for you. 
America depends on active citizens like yourselves ~ keep up the good work. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

### 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR BOSTON'S 

FIFTH ANNUAL YOUTH SUMMIT 
BOSTON, MA 
March 27,1999 

Good Morning, Mayor Menino, Youth Council Members, sponsors, volunteers, and all 
the young people here today. 1 am pleased to greet you for the opening of Boston's Fifth Annual 
Mayor's Youth Summit. 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four years ago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. I was so impressed by your energy and enthusiasm. I know that you are as 
energetic today as you were at first youth summit. 

The greatest challenge all Americans face in the coming years is to strengthen our nation 
for the next century. I'm doing all I can as President o lead us into the 21st Century. But once 
we get there, it will be your turn to lead. And I know that every young person here today is up to 
the job. Each of you has the capacity to shape your own future. 

This year's theme, "Health, Fitness & Wellness," is important for all of us. Especially for 
young people. Today, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your lives — to eat a 
balanced diet, get the appropriate health care, or learn the study skills that are so important to 
achieving your future goals. The decisions you make now about your health, safety and 
education will shape the rest of your lives. 

Through your hard work, determination and enthusiasm, you are showing your peers and 
fellow citizens that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of 
your community. You are paving the way for a brighter future for young people not only in 
Boston, but tliroughout America. 

President Kennedy once told a group of young volunteers just like yourselves, " I hope 
you will regard this as the first installment in a long life of service." I wish the same for you. 
America depends on active citizens like yourselves - keep up the good work. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

### 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR BOSTON'S 

FIFTH ANNUAL YOUTH SUMMIT 
BOSTON, MA 
March 27,1999 

. . . ^od'MoTnrngrMayop-Menino^outh CourKiLMemhers._spQnsoxŝ -vxdiî  all 
the youngr-peopteiTerê today. I am pleasedlo'greet you for the opening of Boston's Fifth Annual 
Mayor's Youth Summit. 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four years ago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. 1 was so impressed by your energy and enthusiasm. 1 know that you are as 
energetic today as you were at the first youth summit. 

The greatest challengealUAmericans face in the coming years is to strengthen our nation 
for the next centuryM^jj>dt5mg all Lean as Presidenttb lead us intojhe_21-st-Gentury. &ut once 
we get tjierertt'wnrbe your turn t0 lead. And 1 knovrthafevery young person here today is up to 
the ̂ do. Each of you has the caKSacity to shape your own future. 

This year's theme, "Health, Fitness & Wellness," is important for all of us. Especially for 
young people. Today, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your lives - to eat a 
balanced diet, get the appropriate health care, or learn the study skills that are so important to 
achieving your future goals. The decisions you make now about your health, safety and 
education will shape the rest of your lives. 

Through your hard work, determination and enthusiasm, you are showing your peers and 
fellow citizens that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of 
your community. You are paving the way for a brighter future for young people not only in 
Boston, but throughout America. 

President Kennedy once told a group of young volunteers just like yourselves, "1 hope 
you will regard this as the first installment in a long life of service." 1 wish the same for you. 
America depends on active citizens like yourselves - keep up the good work. Thank you and 
God bless you. 



Remarks of President Clinton 
Fifth Annual Youth Summit - Boston 

Good moming, Mayor Menino, Youth Council members, sponsors, 

volunteers, and all the young people here today. I am pleased to welcome you 

to Boston's Fifth Annual Mayor's Youth Summit. 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four years 

ago to plan for the first Youth Suminit. I was so impressed by your energy 

and enthusiasm. Today, I am proud to see that you are as energetic as ever, 

d the Mayor's Youth Summit is still going strong. 

Your Youth Summit is an outstanding opportunity fur over a tliuusdud-* 

^iit-you to get together and find out about all the CT&at resources available to 

young people in Boston. It's a chance for you to challenge yourselves - in 

workshops and other activities designed to help you open doors to a bright 

future. 

Today is also a unique opportunity for yoi/to forge new friendships 

with each other, and with the adults who are iWe to support you. I encourage 

you to take the time to talk with each other-ralk to^omebody from a different 



neighborhood or a differeM^school. 

^ This year's theme "Health, Fitness & Wellness" is v ^ important for all 

of us - bilt-it-ilespecially/important) for young people^The choices you make 

now about your health, safety, and education will influence the rest of your 

lives. 

^V-Your city, Boston, has been a model for adolescent wellness, keeping 

the streets safe, and for giving students a state-of-the-ait education by putting 

nology to work in every classroom, in every school. 

At the bifttTT^nmual Yout-h-Sttmfflit, you will learn new ways to m 

healthy choices in your lives - whether it is eating a balanced diet, getting the 

appropriate health care, or learning study skills to achieve your fiiture goals.. 

Young peopl 

fit and well. I am con 

rest of your lives. I hope 

important that you stay healthy, 

ou will lisepe/skills you learn today for the 

1 have a great Summit. 
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John F. Kennedy, u;62 Aug. IO (326) 

English teachers for Niger, 6 English teach­
ers for Senegal, 9 medical doctors, nurses, 
technicians for Sierra Leon~13. 

Well, I must say I wish that all Americans 
could hear that litany of countries that you're 
going to, your willingness to do it. And I 
hope that when you come back that we can 
persuade you to come and serve in the 
United States Government in other areas, 
p:lrticularly in the Foreign Service, in all of 
the areas, because I think the United States 
is so heavily inrnlved in so many parts of the 
world. We are so in need of dedicated men 
and women of talent and experience, that I 
can think of no more significant recruiting 
ground than the Peace Corps .for our future 

Foreign Service Officers, for those who rep­
resent our information services and aid agen­
cies abroad. So I hope that you will regard 
this as the first installment in a long life of 
service in the most exciting career in the most 
exciting time, and that is serving this country 
in the sixties and the seventies. So we arc 
very proud to have you here. 

The White House belongs to all the peo­
ple, but I think it particularly belongs to you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. on the South 
Lawn at the White House. The trainees were intro­
duced by Warren W. Wiggins, Associate Director 
for Program Development and Operations of the 
Peace Corps. 
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Senator Muskie, my friend and former col­
league; Mrs. Smith, whom I had the great 
pleasure of st7·ving with in the Senate; Gov­
ernor Reed; Congressman Tupper; Con­
gressman Mcintire; Mr. Dolloff; Mr. Hatha­
way; our distinguished leader in the AID 
agency, Frank Coffin; Mr. Dubord; ladies 
and gentlemen: 

I want to express my very warm apprecia­
tion to you for corning out in the rain. I 
was informed before I came here that there 
is no place more beautiful than Maine when 
the sun shines. And I know that it is going 
to be one of those great weekends that we 
will all long remember, and it's off to a most 
promising start. 

But I do want to say tlut whether it shines 
or whether it rains, that I am delighted to be 
in this State and on the ocean. In coming 
to i\faine, [ follow in the footsteps of a most 
distinguished predecessor, Franklin Roose­
velt. My earliest recollection, really, of 
President Roosevelt was a picture [ saw after 
his nomination in 1932 when he came with 
his sons and sailed along the coast of l\faine, 
and a very magic picture of him sitting at 
the wheel of a sailboat. So I feel that I'm 

following in distinguished tracks when I 
come to Maine and am here today. 

I am also gbd to come because on Monday 
the people of this Stnte and country are going 
to join with the people of Canada in chris­
tening a bridge in honor of President Roose­
velt, which is one more very strong link in 
the intimate ties that bind this State and 
country, not only with our distinguished 
former President, but also with our close 
friends to the north. And I hope it will be 
possible for Canada and the United States to 
follow this step and make a park out of the 
President's home, because it will remind both 
Canada and the United States of a very 
strong and vigorous believer in the life in 
this section of the United States. 

I'm glad to come to Maine also, not only 
because Maine was once part of Massachu­
setts, but also as a New Englander [ feel a 
strong sense of satisfaction in coming back 
here. i\faine, Massachusetts, New Hamp­
shire, Vermont, Rhode Island, and Con­
nectirnt lack some of the great natural re­
sources which have brought prosperity to 
other sections of tbe country. But the great 
asset which they have, which our States do ! 1·· 

! . 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON: (Fed i n progress.) And there's been a huge decline i n the 
earnings of younger workers who are high school dropouts. You know, when you 
make adjustments f o r i n f l a t i o n and the cost of l i v i n g going up year i n and year 
out, younger workers without a high school education are making probably 20 
percent less than they were j u s t 10 or 15 years ago. So you need to go out and 
t e l l people, "Look, I know i t ' s hard r i g h t now, but you need to be t h i n k i n g 
about the long run." One of the things we've got to do that you can do f o r your 
peers, f o r other young people, that I can't do as well as you can i s to say to 
people, "Hey, the future i s not what happens i n an hour, i t ' s not what happens 
tomorrow, i t ' s not what happens next week; i t ' s what happens f i v e years from now 
or 10 years from now." 

And you always have to think about not j u s t now but the f u t u r e . You've got to 
always be t h i n k i n g about your f u t u r e . That's what you have to do when you're 
young. And I know i t ' s hard when you've got a l o t of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and a l o t 
of problems, but we have simply got to get more of our young people to r e a l i z e 
that i f they don't stay i n school, then the future won't be what i t otherwise 
could be. 
Q Thank you. 
Q Good afternoon, Mr. President. My name i s Anthony Delfusa (ph), and I 
represent (Taft High ?). Mr. President, as well as you already know, we need 
stronger laws to punish those people who are caught s e l l i n g guns to our youth. 
Basically, what can you do about that? 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, i n the crime b i l l that we passed l a s t year, we 
s t i f f e n e d penalties under federal law f o r a l l gun-related offenses, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those that a f f e c t young people. And I see i t already. We get reports -- I get 
reports from the U.S. attorneys around the country that they're beginning to 
bring cases under a l l these new laws with stronger penalties. But what I thi n k 
you need to look at i s the f a c t that most laws that deter crime are passed at 
the state l e v e l , by the state l e g i s l a t u r e . And most laws then have to be 
implemented as a matter of p o l i c y by l o c a l police organizations. So what I 
think you need to do i s to have someone who knows more about i t than I do give 
you a report on what the laws are i n Massachusetts and evaluate whether you 
think the laws are strong enough, and then look at i f you think they're being 
properly enforced. 

And l e t me make one other point because t h i s goes back to something you can do. 
I've worked i n the area of law enforcement longer than most of you have been 
a l i v e . I was elected attorney general i n my state i n 1976. 

I took o f f i c e i n January of '77, and I have seen the crime wave r i s e and f a l l 
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and r i s e and f a l l i n my home area. I l i v e d i n a neighborhood, a r e a l o l d 
neighborhood of L i t t l e Rock when I was the governor of my state, and I saw the 
crime rate r i s e and f a l l , r i s e and f a l l , and the most important t h i n g that drove 
the crime rate down was neighborhood councils l i k e t h i s council. I f there were 
c i t i z e n s groups working the neighborhood, working with the police, c a l l i n g the 
police whenever strangers were i n the area, c a l l i n g police when they said there 
are people here s e l l i n g guns to kids, there are people here peddling guns out of 
the back of t h e i r cars, i t was j u s t amazing how much the crime rate could be 
driven down. 
So I th i n k you should look at the laws at the state l e v e l , t a l k to the mayor's 
people here at the l o c a l l e v e l about how they're being implemented but also see 
whether or not the young people are w i l l i n g to organize themselves i n these 
neighborhood councils i n the high- crime areas. I'm t e l l i n g you, i t does more 
than anything else I've ever seen t o lower crime. 
Q Mr. President? 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Yes? 
Q Hi. My name i s Amalo Diaz (sp), and I represent Jamaica Plains (sp). I 
noticed that often i t ' s the media that i s responsible f o r the negative p o r t r a y a l 
of young people i n our society, and I r e a l i z e that we need strong leadership to 
help convince the media that i t i s -- that there i s a l o t of good news about 
today's youth. How can you help us get that message across? 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: I don't know that I'm the best one to ask about negative 
portrayals. (Laughter.) The -- I t e l l you, one thing about being here I th i n k 
(is h e l p f u l ?). And I came here because you're doing something p o s i t i v e , and 
i t ' s newsworthy, and i t ' s d i f f e r e n t . I f you want some advice about i t , I ' l l 
t e l l you -- I ' l l give you my advice. I think you have to fo l l o w the same advice 
that -- that Senator Kennedy or Senator Kerry or Mayor Menino or the president 
has to follow, you have to always be looking f o r new ways to manifest the idea 
that most young people are good, most young people are i n school, most young 
people obey the law, most young people care about t h e i r friends and neighbors. 
And every time you do something to manifest t h a t , then that's news. That i s --
l e t me j u s t give i t to you i n crass terms because you can't blame -- (inaudible) 
-- f o r t h i s . I f you -- i f you s t a r t a program and i t ' s a good programs and you 
do i t every day f o r two years, i t ' s an important thing to do, but i t may only be 
news the day you s t a r t i t and then when you have your anniversary. 

But every time somebody holds up a l i q u o r store or shoots somebody on the 
st r e e t , that's a new and d i f f e r e n t story. See what I mean? So you may --
you've got a l o t more new people, but i t might not be a new t h i n g . So I t h i n k 
one of the things you ought to do i s to think about i n t h i s Youth Council how 
many d i f f e r e n t things are now going on i n Boston that are good news that show 
young people i n a p o s i t i v e l i g h t , and how many of them have been w r i t t e n about 
i n the papers? How many of them have been on the l o c a l news? What did you do 
to get the p o s i t i v e story out? And you ought to have one person on your council 
whose job i t i s to always be t h i n k i n g of some new thing you're doing that hasn't 
yet been portrayed. And what you w i l l f i n d i s that over time -- you can't t u r n 
t h i s around over nigh t , but over time, i f you're steady about i t , you w i l l 
slowly balance the scales and people w i l l say hey, we've got problems, but most 
of our kids are good kids. 
Q Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q Hello. My name i s -- (inaudible) -- on the Youth Council. Programs l i k e --
(inaudible) -- they're very important to kids f o r they provide job t r a i n i n g and 
apprenticeship (funds ?) and there are many kids out there that w i l l b e n e f i t 
from these programs. So b a s i c a l l y what I'm asking you, i f you could p r i o r i t i z e 
more school-to- work programs and programs l i k e that i n your administration. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON: The answer i s I w i l l . And you have to ask the Congress to do 
that same. 
Now we were -- Senator Kennedy and Senator Kerry and I were t a l k i n g on the way 
up here. We have cut a l o t of spending from the federal budget --a l o t . But 
we've t r i e d to spend more money on education and on job t r a i n i n g programs, 
s t a r t i n g w ith Head S t a r t , and including more affordable college loans and these 
school- to-work programs which t r a i n young people to move i n t o jobs and get 
education while they're doing i t . And we are j u s t now -- we j u s t s t a r t e d that 
program l a s t year and we're j u s t now expanding i t , and I'm r e a l l y hoping that 
the new Congress w i l l agree to t h i s approach, cut the in e s s e n t i a l spending, but 
put more money i n t o education, because that's r e a l l y the key to our economic 
future as a country. 
Q Thank you. 
Q Mr. President, I have a question also. My name i s Elizabeth S u l l i v a n and I 
write f o r -- ( i n a u d i b l e ) . Often we hear about after-school programs to keep 
kids away from drugs and gangs, but too many times these seem to be 
sports-oriented and geared towards boys, while there are a l o t of g i r l s programs 
that o f f e r -- (inaudible) -- and jobs t r a i n i n g . So what kind of -- (inaudible)? 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, most of those decisions have to be made by the l o c a l 
school d i s t r i c t s and the l o c a l communities. What we do i s to t r y to provide 
funds, l i k e f o r example i n the crime b i l l , one of the more controversial parts 
of the crime b i l l was a fund that Congress voted f o r and that I supported to 
provide c i t i e s , f o r example, monies that they could use i n after-school programs 
and other preventive programs to t r y to give young people something p o s i t i v e to 
do. 

The content of those programs, exactly -- whether there are enough programs f o r 
g i r l s -- (of f mike) -- and ones f o r boys and a l l t h at, a l l those are things that 
you have to work out here. So, my answer to you i s , that's what t h i s youth 
council i s f o r . You should, i f the c i t y controls the programs, t a l k to the c i t y 
about i t . I f there are l o c a l -- l o c a l groups who make the decisions but don't 
work f o r the mayor, c a l l them i n t o your council and ask them to come t e s t i f y . 
T e l l them what you don't l i k e about the program. 
In other words, use the power of t h i s council, you're t a l k i n g about making news, 
you've got a format. The next time you c a l l a council meeting, these f o l k s w i l l 
come cover you -- I won't have to be here. (Laughter.) The mayor won't have to 
be here. And bring them i n and say "Look here, these a f t e r school programs are 
fi n e but they're not good enough." There's t h i s preconception that only boys 
need i t , and g i r l s do too and here's what we need. And that -- you ought to use 
the power of t h i s council. You ought to th i n k about everything you would change 
in t h i s community, i f you should wave a magic wand, and remember that you have a 
public forum to do i t . Now that's what the mayor's given you. 
Q Mr. President, my name's V i c k i Shahiri (ph) and I work -- (inaudible) -- I was 
recently accepted at Oxford and I was j u s t wondering i f you could t e l l me what 
i t ' s l i k e over there? (Laughter.) 
MAYOR MENINO: T e l l him what high school you went t o . T e l l him the background 
high school. 
Q I went to ACC -- (inaudible.) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: And you're going to s t a r t over there next year? 
Q Yeah. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: What college w i l l you be in? Do you know yet? 
Q (Wadham?) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Good f o r you. I know r i g h t where i t i s . I t h i n k y o u ' l l l i k e 
i t a l o t . They're very nice people. The programs generally involve more 
reading and more essay w r i t i n g and less conventional classroom work than the 
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American programs do. So that young people coming out of American high schools, 
even out of a very good programs, sometimes have to work harder to sort of 
d i s c i p l i n e themselves to do more reading alone. You'll have to f i n d some f r i e n d 
to make sure you do a l l that because i n general the system requires you to do 
more work on your own. 
You know when you come back y o u ' l l be the greatest w r i t e r -- y o u ' l l be able to 
write --
MAYOR MENINO: And why don't you t a l k a l i t t l e about what ACC is? Why i t ' s so 
special you're going to Oxford? 
Q ACC i s program f o r j u n i o r s and seniors i n high school who wish to go to 
college, and -- (inaudible) -- there's a hundred of us altogether. 
MAYOR MENINO: A l t e r n a t i v e --
Q Yes. I t ' s a l t e r n a t i v e to l i k e a regular high school. 
I explained --
PRESIDENT CLINTON: What do you want to explain. Ma'am? (Laughter.) 
MAYOR MENINO: (Off mike) -- the high schools we have i n the v i c i n i t y . Young 
fol k s l i k e t h i s young woman here, and i t ' s an accomplishment, a rea l 
accomplishment f o r a youngster from that school to go to Oxford. I t ' s r e a l l y --
you're r e a l l y not t a l k i n g as much about how -- what an accomplishment i t i s f o r 
yourself. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: You're being very modest, that's what he's saying. 
(Laughter.) 
MAYOR MENINO: (Inaudible) -- the Boston public schools always take a h i t from 
the public and we have a young woman here who's taken t h i s achievement, a goal 
that most other young people w i l l not achieve, (inaudible) -- a pr i v a t e school 
e i t h e r , a p r i v a t e high school. Your achievement, and that's --
(Cross t a l k ) 
(Laughter.) 
(Cross t a l k . ) 

Q I t ' s a college-bound program that you have to take a tes t -- a math t e s t to 
get i n t o and an essay, and the goal of the school i s to prepare you to go to 
college. And you have to take the SAT before you go make -- during your j u n i o r 
year. You have to w r i t e a big long paper before you get i n -- (laughter) --
about books that -- (inaudible) -- that you don't know anything about. You 
know, i t ' s l i k e ("The Words of Godly Man" ?) and s t u f f l i k e that and --
Q (Inaudible.) (Laughter.) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Prepared you w e l l , didn't they? (Laughter.) 
Q Yes, my name i s Marcus Merrick (sp). I represent the South End. I would l i k e 
to thank you f o r the federal assistance that you provided our c i t y that has 
helped Mayor Menino put more cops on duty. But also, we need more police 
o f f i c e r s that are t r a i n e d to deal with a l l other d i f f e r e n t cultures i n our 
c i t i e s -- (i n a u d i b l e ) . 
MAYOR MENINO: We did get a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , Mr. President, and I j u s t sent --
(inaudible) -- new pol i c e o f f i c e r s i n the c i t y of Boston. You've been h e l p f u l i n 
that. And the d i v e r s i t y of the Boston --as Boston changes, new police o f f i c e r s 
who come on the force have to also speak the language of the new in d i v i d u a l s 
coming. Because of the action of the president and our two U.S. Senators now we 
have money i n our i n the c i t y budget now f o r that service. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: I t ' s a huge challenge, though, because a l o t of our urban 
areas now have so many d i f f e r e n t r a c i a l and ethnic groups. Los Angeles County, 
our country's biggest county, i n one county alone has people from over 150 
d i f f e r e n t r a c i a l and ethnic groups. So, i t ' s going to be a big challenge f o r us 
to make sure that we t r a i n our police o f f i c e r s not j u s t i n the language, but 
also i n the ways of t h i n k i n g of people, you know, because i t ' s so easy f o r 
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people who have d i f f e r e n t ways of r e l a t i n g to each other to misunderstand one 
another. And i t ' s very important that our police o f f i c e r s get that kind of 
t r a i n i n g . We're going to have to work harder. 
MAYOR MENINO: And the other t h i n g that was done i n the c i t y because of the 
d i v e r s i t y of the c i t y , we have English as a Second Language on our municipal 
channel to t r y to get the newcomers i n our c i t y --
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Great. 

MAYOR MENINO: -- i n t o a job. I mean, my grandparents came here, they spoke 
I t a l i a n , and they worked construction. They didn't have to speak English. But 
how many jobs do you have i n the c i t y now where you don't have to speak English? 
Well, now we have t h i s on our cable TV network twice a day, and we're having i t 
i n church basements and school h a l l s a l l throughout the c i t y of Boston as we 
deal with the d i v e r s i t y , j u s t l i k e you did under t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n to have 
b i l i n g u a l p o l ice o f f i c e r s . 

Now perhaps some of these people are newcomers. Here we get a job, and when you 
have a job, a job i s the greatest equalizer we have i n t h i s country, and that's 
very important. I t e l l you, that's important to the c i t i e s now, e s p e c i a l l y as 
the country's face changes. 
(Sister ?) why don't you say ask a few questions? 
Q I have no questions. Mayor, you know that. 
Q Does anyone else have any other issues? 
MAYOR MENINO: Yes, they do. 
Q My name i s Meg O'Brien (sp?). I'm from Dorchester (?). Mr. President, before 
I ask my question, my dad wants me to l e t you know, about the November e l e c t i o n : 
This too s h a l l pass. (Laughter.) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: I t already has. Thank you. 
Q Okay. In Boston, Northeastern --
PRESIDENT CLINTON: T e l l your dad he can send me a message any time! (Laughter.) 
Q Okay. In Boston, Northeastern University has created a model of scholarships 
and other supports to help inner c i t y kids get to and stay i n college. We want 
kids i n other c i t i e s to have the same opportunities. As president, can you urge 
colleges across the country to do what Northeastern has done? 
MAYOR MENINO: I ' l l explain to you about Northeastern. Last year when I gave my 
State of the City message I talked about anybody who maintained a B average 
through high school would get f i n a n c i a l help from the mayor's o f f i c e . And 
Northeastern U n i v e r s i t y has come through i n the l a s t two months: To any student 
who maintains a B average f o r four years of high school, w i l l get a grant up to 
$2,000. I f they need more, t h e y ' l l give more. But also i f they make -- i f 
they're i n the top 5 pe r c e n t i l e of t h e i r class, they maintain 1150 on t h e i r 
SATs, t h e y ' l l pay f o r t h e i r f u l l t u i t i o n , and that's what the young woman was 
t a l k i n g about. 
I think you tal k e d about i n your State of the Union message about college kids. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: F i r s t of a l l , l e t me say I applaud Northeastern f o r doing i t , 
because the cost of a college education has gone up quite a l o t i n the l a s t 
several years. And I'm doing what I can to make i t more affordable. 
Let me t e l l you the two things that we have done, and what we've t r i e d to get 
others to do as w e l l . The f i r s t t h ing we did was to take the e x i s t i n g student 
loan programs, and Congress passed a b i l l that enables us to l e t that student 
loan program be administered i n a d i f f e r e n t way, d i r e c t l y by colleges l i k e 
Northeastern, so that the i n t e r e s t rates w i l l be lower, the costs w i l l be lower, 
and your repayment terms w i l l be bet t e r . A l o t of young people don't want to 
borrow money to go to college because they think, "Gee, i f I get out and I 
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just make a modest wage, I won't even be able to repay the loan." 
So under the new rules, you can borrow money to go to college and then you can 
l i m i t the amount of your repayment every year to a c e r t a i n percentage of your 
income. So we've made available more loans. In ad d i t i o n to t h a t , through the 
National Service Program -- you see a l o t of these young people i n the c i t y here 
around here -- some of them are a f f i l i a t e d with our National Service program, 
and they're earning almost $5,000 a year f o r every year they work i n the service 
program toward t h e i r college education. 
Now what we've done i s to t r y to challenge the colleges and u n i v e r s i t i e s around 
the country to match t h a t . And t h i s year we're -- we're -- I'm t r y i n g to pass 
-- and I hope the Congress w i l l pass --a b i l l that provides f o r a deduction 
from a person's income taxes f o r the cost of paying t u i t i o n to any i n s t i t u t i o n 
of education a f t e r high school, two year or four year. 
So these are the things I'm t r y i n g to do to make college more affordable. When 
we do these things, that makes i t more possible f o r colleges l i k e Northeastern 
to go out and take t h e i r own i n i t i a t i v e s and to do more. 

But that has to be done b a s i c a l l y state by state and college by college because, 
as the president, what I have to do i s t r y to set up a network of things that 
w i l l work everywhere i n the country. 
MAYOR MENINO: We have many law firms i n our c i t y who set up endowments to help 
with the gap ( i n financing ?) also, which i s h e l p f u l to these young people as 
they go through t h e i r process of going i n t o college. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: I t ' s the best money y o u ' l l ever spend. 
Q Does anyone have any other questions i n regards to colleges and f i n a n c i a l aid. 
I know we're a l l college bound. 
Then I'd j u s t l i k e to thank you from a l l of us f o r what you're doing about 
helping us get f i n a n c i a l aid. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you. But l e t me j u s t say one other t h i n g about t h i s . 
I said t h i s before i n a d i f f e r e n t way. Having a college education has always 
been an advantage. When Senator Kerry and Senator Kennedy and I went to 
college, i t was an advantage, but i t ' s a much bigger advantage today than ever 
before because i n the information age, there are fewer jobs that you can perform 
with no education and j u s t a willingness to work hard. I t ' s also true -- I want 
to emphasize t h i s because one of you talked about t h i s e a r l i e r -- even f o r the 
young people who don't go to four-year colleges, they need to be i n the 
school-to-work program. There needs to be something that gives almost everybody 
-- nearly 100 percent of the young people -- the incentive to get out of high 
school and then get two more years of some sort of education and t r a i n i n g . 
And meanwhile, we' l l keep doing everything we can t o make college more 
affordable because I thi n k the great advantage t h i s nation has -- and Boston has 
ce r t a i n l y seen i t because you have such a wonderful array of i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
higher education -- i s that we have a higher percentage of our people going to 
these i n s t i t u t i o n s of higher education than any other country i n the world, and 
they're higher q u a l i t y . And what we've got to do i s f i g u r e out how to make i t 
possible f o r young people to know about i t , to believe i n themselves, and then 
to have the money necessary to go. 
Q Thank you, Mr. President. 

MAYOR MENINO: We have (Michael's ?) birthday i s today. PRESIDENT CLINTON: 
Your birthday, r i g h t ? Is i t your 18th birthday? 
MAYOR MENINO: You -- (inaudible) -- r e g i s t e r to vote today, too, r i g h t ? 
Q Yeah. (Laughter.) 
MAYOR MENINO: We need you next time. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Good f o r you. Happy Birthday. 
Q Thank you, Mr. President. 
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MAYOR MENINO: This woman here has a question, Mr. President. Ask the question. 
Q You had to put me on the spot. (Laughter.) 
MAYOR MENINO: You t o l d me you had a question. 
Q I said I was t h i n k i n g of one. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: (Inaudible) -- my pen p a l . 
Q I do have a question, Mr. President. Do you a c t u a l l y see these l e t t e r s ? 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: (Inaudible.) 
Q Well, besides -- (laugh t e r ) . 
MAYOR MENINO: You'll be surprised (what we see ?). 
Q She was worried a l l t h i s afternoon that you were going to whip that out. 
(Laughter.) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: The answer i s , as you might imagine, with a country w i t h 250 
m i l l i o n people, I do not see personally a l l the l e t t e r s that come to me. We 
have so many l e t t e r s coming i n t o the White House that i t requires l i t e r a l l y --
we have hundreds of volunteers working at the White House who help us sort our 
mail, who help to read our mail. A l o t of r e t i r e d m i l i t a r y people come i n every 
day and help us. We have a whole group of people who know my positions on 
cer t a i n issues who help to w r i t e our l e t t e r s when people w r i t e us about c e r t a i n 
issues. 

But, what happened to your l e t t e r i s t h i s . I have -- I mean, before I was 
coming what happened to your l e t t e r i s -- I have i n my correspondence operation, 
every week they p u l l out a c e r t a i n number of l e t t e r s that are e i t h e r especially 
moving because of the personal s t o r i e s involved or that represent a large number 
of l e t t e r s I'm g e t t i n g on a c e r t a i n subject. So that even though I'm president 
and I've got, you know, m i l l i o n s of people w r i t i n g to me a l l the time, I have a 
good f e e l i n g f o r what's going on. I also get a summary every week of how many 
l e t t e r s came i n , what the subjects were about, what people said, whether they 
were pro or con a c e r t a i n issue. But the most -- the th i n g I love every week, I 
love reading the mail that I get and I read the l e t t e r s and sign them, and i n 
that way t r y to r e a l l y stay i n touch with what people are t h i n k i n g . 
MAYOR MENINO: Well, maybe -- Chrissy (sp), read the l e t t e r . 

Q "Dear President B i l l C linton: Hello, my name i s Chrissy Foster. I recently 
saw you on TV t a l k i n g about your health care plan. I r e a l l y f e e l that you are 
t r y i n g to do a good job. I t ' s j u s t that some people r e a l l y don't understand 
you." (Laughter.) 
MAYOR MENINO: That's why i t was a special l e t t e r . (Laughter.) 
Q " I t h i n k i t ' s an excellent idea. Keep up the good work. Now, the re a l reason 
why I'm w r i t i n g t o you" -- I wrote you a l e t t e r January 15th, 1993. I t was on 
violence. About f i v e of my friends had been murdered i n the past two years. I 
wrote you asking i f you could f i n d some way to stop violence and get most of the 
guns and knives o f f of the s t r e e t . 
You then wrote me back June 2nd, 1993, t e l l i n g me about your concern about 
violence as the president and a parent. You t o l d me that we a l l have to work 
together to f i g h t t h i s . "Together," quote, "together you and I can make a 
difference." Those were your exact words. 
I know ( y o u ' l l be meeting ?) the rest of the young kids out i n the room, but 
when I heard the president of the United States took time out of his busy 
schedule to w r i t e to me and t e l l me that he cares about what i s going on, that 
touched me. I looked (inside to see ?) that l e t t e r , I decided to do p o s i t i v e 
things with my community. Your l e t t e r inspired me to sign up f o r the Mayor's 
Youth Council i n my c i t y . (Inaudible) -- I'm on the Youth Council? I represent 
(Mission H i l l , H i l l View ?). We meet with Mayor Thomas Menino every month, 
s t a r t i n g i n September. Well, I j u s t wanted to say thank you. Your l e t t e r made 
me r e a l i z e , though one of your s t a f f wrote i t , that you -- (laughter) --
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(inaudible) -- the president cares. I f he cares, then the teenagers of America 
should s t a r t caring. 
I f e e l i f everyone knew that President B i l l Clinton r e a l l y did care, takes time 
out to w r i t e c h i l d r e n l e t t e r s , then maybe they would s t a r t l i s t e n i n g knowing 
someone higher up r e a l l y cares f o r them. Thank you again. I hope to be hearing 
from you again. Sincerely, Chrissy Foster (sp)." (Applause.) 
Q Mr. President, I'd l i k e to thank you f o r coming and g i v i n g us the recognition 
for the Youth Council and I hope that these happen i n other c i t i e s throughout 
the nation. I would l i k e to ask you i f you could videotape a message f o r the 
youth of Boston to be played at our youth summit i n March. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Sure. 
Q I f there's any way possible today. 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Were you t r a i n e d i n Senator Kennedy's o f f i c e ? (Laughter.) 
Yes, I'd be happy to . We'll do i t while we're here, maybe we can do th a t . 
MAYOR MENINO: Is there any other -- you have the president now. (Laughter.) How 
many young people i n America have a president i n f r o n t of them? What's the 
other -- any other question you have to.ask him, you r e a l l y would l i k e t o ask 
him. 
Q I have more or less a general question that I want to ask. Mr. President --
Q You're going to regret t h i s ! 
(Cross t a l k , laughter.) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: What's your name? 
MAYOR MENINO: Watch out f o r t h i s guy! 
Q He wants your job! (Laughter.) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Some days I'd l i k e to give i t to you -- but not --
Q As president of the United States, most of us know and we've heard the story 
of how you shoved your way through to shake President Kennedy's hand. What 
advice would you o f f e r to other young adults that are s t r i v i n g to become i n 
p o l i t i c s ? PRESIDENT CLINTON: I would recommend that you do three things. He's 
probably doing a l l three of them already. I would recommend, f i r s t of a l l , that 
you do everything you can to develop your mind, that you learn to t h i n k and you 
learn to learn. That i s some of you may be strong i n math, maybe you're strong 
i n science, maybe you l i k e English, maybe you l i k e h i s t o r y ; there's no --
contrary to popular b e l i e f , i n my view there i s no p a r t i c u l a r academic 
d i s c i p l i n e that you have to have to be a successful public servant. But i t ' s 
important that you learn to learn because you have to know about a l o t of 
d i f f e r e n t things that are always changing. 

The second th i n g I would recommend you do i s more of what you're doing here. I 
don't t h i n k i n the -- over the long run people do very well i n public service 
unless they l i k e people and are r e a l l y interested i n them, d i f f e r e n t people, 
people who are d i f f e r e n t from you. Find out what you have i n common, what your 
differences r e a l l y are. 
And the t h i r d t h i n g that I would recommend that you do i s to look f o r 
opportunities to be a leader -- working i n t h i s group, working i n your school, 
working f o r people who are running f o r o f f i c e . You can work i n the mayor's next 
campaign or something. These things r e a l l y matter. That's what I did. I mean, 
I came -- I came from a family with no money or p o l i t i c a l influence 
p a r t i c u l a r l y . I had a good education, I had a l o t of wonderful f r i e n d s , I was 
interested i n people and I had a chance to work i n campaigns and to do other 
things that gave me a chance to get started. This i s a great country that i s 
r e a l l y open to people of a l l backgrounds to be successful i n public l i f e . But 
you need to - - you need to learn, you need to care about people, and then you 
j u s t need the experience. 

Q Thank you, Mr. President. At t h i s time we would l i k e to give you a token of 
our appreciation. (Michael ?). 
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Q Mr. President, on behalf of the (National ?) Council of the City of Boston and 
the young adults of t h i s nation, I'd l i k e to present you with t h i s cap. And 
Chrissy (sp) i s also going to present you with a sweatshirt. (Laughter, 
applause.) 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you. 
END 
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President William J. Clinton 
Videotaped Remarks To 

The City of Boston's Fifth Annual Youth Summit 

Good Morning, Mayor Menino, Youth Council Members, sponsors, volunteers, and all 
the young people here today. I am pleased to welcome you to Boston's Fifth Annual Mayor's 
Youth Summit. 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four years ago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. I was so impressed by your energy and enthusiasm. Today, I am proud to 
see you are as energefic as ever, and the Mayor's Youth Summit is sfiU going strong. 

You are establishing the highest standards of responsibility and community service and 
showing your friends, classmates and peers that it's good to take an active role in your future and 
in the well-being of your community. Through your hard work, determination and enthusiasm, 
Boston will certainly stand out as an urban leader as all of us prepare for the twenty-first century. 

Your Youth Summit is an outstanding opportunity to get together and find out about all 
the plentiful resources available to young people in Boston. It's a chance for you to challenge 
yourselves-in workshops and other activities designed to help you open doors to a bright future. 

This year's theme "Health, Fitness & Wellness" is important for all of us-especially for 
young people. Today, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your lives-whether it 
is eating a balanced diet, getting the appropriate health care, or learning study skills to achieve 
your future goals. The decisions you make now about your health, safety and education will 
influence the rest of your lives. I am confident each and every one of you will select the correct 
path. 

Your City, Boston, has been a model for adolescent Wellness, keeping the streets safe, 
and for giving students a state-of-the-art education by putting technology to work in every 
classroom, in every school. 

1 am proud of you, and you should be proud too. You are showing your peers and fellow 
citizens that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of your 
city. President Kennedy once said, "Ask not what your county can do for you, but what you can 
do for your country." You are fulfilling his envisionment of community service for our country. 
America depends on acfive citizens like you. Thank and God bless you. 
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Thank you, Karla Moses for the great mtroduction. And thank you to Mayor Tom JP* 
Menino, Superintendent of Schools Thomas Payzant, Boston Latin Headmaster Michael ^ 

AC ConteEipasQs_[cQnctem-poss;Osel̂ -and-Sî ^ tor all your hard work iHTnakisfUhis 
a realit 

And to all the members of the Youth Council, sponsors, volunteers and all the yoimg 
people participating m today's event - welcome to Boston's second annual Mayor's Youth 
Summit. 

Last year, the first Youth Sumpit-WJ 
ôung people fromthrougl\putBp8t6ngatherei 

take part in activities designeg^ help tum 
tomo 

You carried the spuit of cooperation and involvement that defined the Youth Simmiit 
with you throughout the year ~ in substance abuse education, health programs and education 
partnerships. -̂ Wttetew^ww#pi>ywiwwjBri mora pcerttadorD and iinpn>iMirtiwî "CTipBHried 
^«BitaM«iif»ryou are pavmg the way for a brighter future for yoimg people not only in 
Boston, but also throughout Ameng 

Yoirare establishing the highest standards of responsibility and community service 
and showing your friends, classmates and peers that it's good to take an active role in your 
futare and in the well-bemg of your conmiunity. Through your hard work, determination 
and enthusiasm, Boston will certainly stand out as an urban leader as all of us prepar^or the 
twenty-first cenmry. 

In my State of the Union, I talked about how otir cotmtry is facing many challenges, 
and how the only way we will meet these challenges is by working together in our schools, 
our businesses, om: houses of worship, our civic organizations and in our government at all 
levels. When we are divided we defeat ourselves, when we are imited we never fail. What 
you are doing m Boston is a good example of how much can get done when everyone works 
together and does their part. 

So keep up the good work. All of the great things that you are doing give me hope 
for America's future. Take advantage of the wonderful opportunities that this day - and 
every day of your young lives — provides. 
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HEADLINE: Young people promote p o s i t i v e values a t Hub's t h i r d annual Teen Summit 

BYLINE: By Beth Rogers and Stacey U r i c h 

BODY: 

More than 1,400 teenagers gathered y e s t e r d a y t o promote v o l u n t e e r i s m , 

community awareness and p o s i t i v e p o r t r a y a l s of yo u t h a t the t h i r d annual Mayor's 

Youth Summit. 

"Today we are c e l e b r a t i n g Boston's youth. I f you take the time t o l i s t e n t o 
our young people you w i l l f i n d out t h e y are doing a l o t of p o s i t i v e t h i n g s f o r 
our c i t y , " Mayor Thomas M. Menino t o l d the crowd gathered a t the Boston L a t i n 
School. "The f a c t t h a t we have over 1,400 young people here today who are t a k i n g 
time from a Saturday t o a t t e n d the summit proves j u s t how committed our young 
people a r e . " 

Teen o r g a n i z e r s from the Mayor's Youth C o u n c i l and the Boston Youth 
Connection Program hosted the annual event, t h a t a t t r a c t e d groups from Greater 
Boston as w e l l as teen v i s i t o r s . 

Youngsters were moved and grooved by the words of keynote speaker E r i c Davis 

of the Chicago-based rap group " S l i c k Boys." 

Davis had a tough c h i l d h o o d on the s t r e e t s of Chicago, and he was shot t w i c e 
b e f o r e t u r n i n g h i s l i f e around as a c o l l e g e s t u d e n t , p r o f e s s i o n a l a t h l e t e , and 
c u r r e n t Chicago p o l i c e o f f i c e r . His experiences were the i n s p i r a t i o n f o r the 
t e l e v i s i o n show "New York Undercover." 

"He enjoys b e i n g a p o l i c e o f f i c e r , but he d i d n ' t want t o j u s t l o c k up and 
a r r e s t k i d s , " s a i d Sandy Holden, Youth Summit spokeswoman. "He wanted t o t a l k t o 
ki d s not i n v o l v e d i n any crime and share h i s s t o r y . " 

Photo Caption: HEARTFELT MESSAGE: Rapper-cop E r i c Davis t a l k s t o teens. S t a f f 

photo by J u s t i n Ide 
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President William J. Clinton 
Videotaped Remarks To 

The City of Boston's Fifth Annual Youth Summit 

Good Morning, Mayor Menirio^Jfouth_Coi]ncil Members, sponsors, volunteers,̂ and all 
tlieyoung people l)^today. I am pleased to welcome you to Boston's Fifth Annual Mayor's 
Youth Summit. 

I remember meeting with a group of Boston's young people four years ago to plan for the 
first Youth Summit. I was so impressed by your energy and enthusiasm. Today, I ain-firu^ to 
see you are as energetic as ever, an4̂ the Mayor's Youth Summit is still going strot 

iion~T0il certfttttW stand out as an urban leader̂ ! 
Sy^uoughvour hard work, determination anB'ei'llhusiaijm, 

Your Youth Summit is aif\outstaNdinsOT)portunity to get together andjind out abĉ ut all 
the plentiful resources available tcxycmnĵ êopl̂ ^̂ in B^on. It's a chance 
yourselves-in workshops and other activities designed toJigl^Jyoii^jpsrHloors to a bright future. 

This year's theme "Health, Fitness & Wellness" is important for all of us^spedaUy f(3? 
young people. T(3jî y, you will learn new ways to make healthy choices in your lives^hether it 
is eating a balanced diet, getting the appropriate health care, or learning study skills to achieve 
your future goals. The decisions you make now about your health, safety and education will 
influence the rest of your lives, -f-arrreenfident each and every one of you ^vill select the CQiE£Ct__x̂  

atli. 

Your City, Boston, 
and for giving students a st̂  
classroom, in every sch 

*s bperTa'model for adolescent Wellness, keeping the streets safe, 
of-the-art education by putting technology to work in every 

l"am-pfetnfxrfyou, and you should be piotid too. You are showing your peeib-aiid Ftllow 
Crti2ens.that it is crucial to take an active role in shaping your future and the well-being of your 

^ r̂tyr. President Kennedy once told a group of young volunteers just like yourselves, "1 hope you 
willVegard this as the first installment in a long life of service." I wish the same for you. -You arê  
fuTmlThg his errvisionmcnt of community acr̂ 'ico for outirniintry. America depends on active 
citizens like your. Thank and God bless you. 
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