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The Democratic Governor's' Association (DGA) was founded in 1983 
to support the candidacy of Democratic Governors throughout the 
nation. The DGA provides political and strategic assistance to 
Gubernatorial campaigns. In addition, the DGA plays an integral role 
in developing positions on key state and feder-al issues that effect the 
states thi'ough the Governors' Policy Forum Series. 

The Democratic Governors' Association is an independent, voluntary 
political organization consisting of the Govei'nors of the states and 
territories who are members of the Democratic Par̂ ty. 

In 1998 the Democratic Governors' Association is ehaired'by Pue-rto 
Rioo Governor Pedro P-oasello. Sor-ving aa Vico Chaii'TD Governor— 
Fi'ank O'Bannon of Indiantk For̂ mer Gover-nors that have served as 
DGA Chair or as members of the Executive Committee include 
Pr-esident Bill Clinton (Arkansas), Ambassador Jim Blanchar'd 
(Michigan), Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt (Arizona), 
Secretary of Education Richar-d Riley (South Carolina), Ambassador 
Madeline Kunin (New Hampshire), Governor Ray Mabus 
(Mississippi), and Gover-iipr Ann Richards (Texas). 
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DGA Dinner, Washington DC 2/23/98 

Acknowledge: DGA Chair Gov. Rossello (Ro-
SAY-oh) & Maga Rossello; DG^yjig%PHV/-l5j 
Chair Gov. O^Rannon & Judy Q!Bannon. 
• Good evening, and thank you for joining us 
tonight. I 'd like to mention an issue that 
Gov. Rossello and I discussed a little earlier -
- the status of Puerto Rico. 
• In the centennial year of Puerto Rico's 
acquisition by the United States, it is high 
time we respond to the aspirations of the 4 
million U.S. citizens who live in Puerto Rico 
and allow them to determine their ultimate 
political status. They have local self-
government, but their islands are not fully a 
part of our country and they do not have 
votes in their national government. 
• There is bipartisan legislation in Congress 
to create a process for resolving this issue, a 
process that gives Puerto Ricans the power to 
vote on the long discussed options:statehood, 
commonwealth, or national sovereignty, be it 
independent or linked with the U.S. 
• I'm disappointed that some people question 
the option of statehood because of Puerto 
Rico's Hispanic culture. But we made 
Puerto Ricans citizens, drafted them, and 
extended most laws to them. We should not 
now use their culture to bar Puerto Ricans 
from voting rights and responsibilities in our 
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country if they want them. 
• This issue is not just about Puerto Rico, it 
is about who we are as a country. We are 
one America, a nation that includes a 
multitude of cultures bound by common 
ideals. We should honor every one of them. 
•Less than 700 days to 21st Century, time 
to build America within reach, strengthen 
Nation for 21st Century: Nearly l 5M new 
jobs; Unemp 4.7% -- 24 yr low; core inflat. 
lowest in 30 yrs; crime ' 5 yrs in a row, 
welfare rolls 27 yr low; fam. income *" 
$2,200; real wages *"; mid. class taxes lowest 
in 20 yrs; record homeownership. 
• An Economy that offers Opportunity: 
I st Bal Bud 30 yrs; Save Soc. Sec. 1st; min 
wage. Edu: Last yr: you can go to college - -
HOPE, Pell, Ed IRA's, loans. Now: Avg 
class size 18 with 1 OOk new teachers; school 
modernization; standards, Ed Emp Zones, no 
social promotion. Trade: 1/3 growth, record 
exports; training dislocated; fast track; IMF. 
0 A Society Rooted in Responsibility: 
Hlth Care BOR, Medicare Buy-in. Tobacco; 
FMLA; Child Care: Quality, Safet~ 
Affordability; Juv. Crime; drugs, welfare. 
• A Nation that lives by Community: 
CFR!Free TV; IRS; Clean \\Tater, food 
safety, climate change; One America. 
• The Future: 21st Century Research Fund. 
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THE PRESIDENT HASlSEEN 

PRESroENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON ' 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNORS' ASSOCIATION DINNER | 

OMNI SHORElMMB 5 : 05 j 
FEBRUARY 5, 1996 | 

Acknowledgments: Chrm, Gov. Caperton; ViceChrm, Gov. Dean; Imm: j 
Past Chrm, Gov. Camahan; Treas. Mark Weiner; ExecDir Katie Whelan. | 
Just got back from New Hampshire. Down here in Washington, we can | 
a leam a lot from the people of NH: basic American values; what's reallv [ 
on the minds of the American people; and the fine art of snow removal. 

SOTU. Two weeks ago, privilege to deliver. ^ | 
We live in an Age of Possibility : More Americans, more chances to buildxj^^^ 
future of their dreams . - ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ t ^ r ^ ^ ^ v^^?^^"^ 

' QA^5i2î V 
AMERICA IS STRONG ^ i m ^ f Z ^S" 
America's economy strong. Lowest unemp/infl 27 yrs. 7.7 M newjobs - i 
IM in autos & construction. Homeownership highest in 15 yrs. <C | 
America strongest force for peace & freedom - Northem Ireland, Mideast/] 
Bosnia. America coming together around values. Welfare rolls, poverty | cŜ  
rate, crime, teen preg, divorce - down. ! 
Great change, also great challenges. People worried about security of 
their families. Mission: American dream reality; strongest force for peace 
and freedom; continue come together around values. 
? is: How? Simple answer: Together. ! 
Era big govemment over, can't go back to era: Fend for yourselves. 
Instead: move forward to era all Americans work together, meet ! 
challenges together: in families, schools, churches... ^ \AJ\—^ UĈNTK ̂  t̂ "̂̂  

BUDGET (LAsrvUxû  
Balance budget in that spirit: 7 years, protect values, modest tax cut. 
Can't walk awav from commitments: Medicare for elderly. Medicaid for 
children, disabled, education of children, health of envirbnment. 
To Congress: pass cuts in common. Let's finish the job. 



But balancing budget is yesterday's legacy: 
SEVEN CHALLENGES for future to seize promise of age of poss: 
Cherish children, keep families together. Violence off television, parents 
have power to decide what children watch. V Chip victoiy. End tragedy 
of domestic violence. Say to all parents: sacred responsibility to 
love/raise/support child. 
Provide all Americans w/education for new century. Renew schools, 
throw college doors open wider. Standards; Choice; Computers. College 
merit schol; IM work study; right kind of tax cut: for tuition. 
Help every American willing to work achieve economic security. Raise 
minimum wage, approaching 40-year low. Protect workers' pensions. 
Access to health care, Kennedy-Kassebaum. GI Bill for workers. 
Take streets back from crime/gangs/dmgs. Crime finally declining. 
Communities, police departments coming together to take back streets. 
Crime Bill helping: 1/3 of 100,000. NH: deer season; must not repeal 
Brady Bill, 44,000;, assault weapons ban, 19. Now: more, especially for 
young. Break gangs like mob. Renew assault on drugs, home and abroad. 
Leave environment safe and clean for next generation. Generation of 
bipartisan effort: air & water cleaner, children safer. Challenge 

businesses: find cheaper ways to meet tougher standards. Strengthen 
citizens' right-to-know. 
Maintain leadership fight for freedom and peace. Middle East to Northem 
Ireland, Haiti to Bosnia, America leading world toward peace. 
Make democracy work: Shrink govemment, campaign fin. reform, j^j^^u. 

CONCLUSION ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ \ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Challenges we face as we move into future: Stronger families. Better ^ - Y V - ^ 
education. Access to health care. Safer streets. A cleaner environment. 
Together, can do all these things. Meet any challenge, achieve any goal. 
Need people like you: make sure American people know what we're 
doing, how high the stakes are. Critical year. Already done so much, but: 
Accept one more challenge: Don't stop. This is a critical election. 
Redouble your efforts. Make 1996 a great year for the Democratic party, 
and help America take the future by storm. Thank you, God bless you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release February 23, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT DEMOCRATIC GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION DINNER 

Washington Convention Center 
Washington, D.C. 

9:07 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much for that wonderflil, wonderful welcome. 
Thank you, Governor Rossello, for your remarks and your leadership. It's good to see you and 
Maga here. And let me say it's a great tribute to you and to Govemor O'Bannon and Judy 
O'Bannon and the other governors here that this is the most successful DGA fundraisers in 
history. Thank you, and thank Katie Whalen and all the staff. You did a wonderful job tonight. 

I'm delighted to be here with all the governors and a lot of former governors who came 
back to see me. We all had our pictures taken together -- ex-governors. And I began to think 
about that ex thing. I don't know how many of you saw the wonderful movie, Amistad. But it's 
a fabulous movie. But I went to the Washington premier and I was sitting back in the audience, 
and Anthony Hopkins, who is a magnificent actor, was portraying John Quincy Adams, who 
after he left the White House served eight terms in the Congress, and made the argument before 
the Supreme Court in behalf of the people who were turned into slaves on the ship and brought 
over here. But when he was preparing -- there's a great line in the movie where John Quincy 
Adams says of himself - he said, there is nothing in life more pathetic than a former President. 

So I got to thinking, I hope that's not true. y \ 

I like being a former governor|J_was the chairman of this group in 1980 - >^years ago. 
I'm the only person who ever served as chairman of this group who was not yet old enough to 
vote. And that's because Jim Hunt made me do it. 

But for nearly 20 years now, I have followed the fortunes of the Democratic governors. 
And I want to try to emphasize tonight one of the points that Governor Rossello made about the 
importance of the '98 elections and why it matters what the party affiliation -- but more 
importantly, what the philosophy, the values, the direction of the governors is and will be as we 
move quickly into a new century. 



I'd like to begin with a kind of a representative issue that is rather unique in American 
public life, the issue that Govemor Rossello's whole career embodies -- that of Puerto Rico. This 
is the centennial year of Puerto Rico's affiliation with the United States. And I think that it is 
time that we responded to the aspirations of the four million U.S. citizens who live there and 
allow them to determine their ultimate political status. 

The people in Puerto Rico have local self-government, but they do not have votes that 
are fully votes in their national govemment. My colleague, when I was a govemor, was Carlos 
Romero Becerra who now represents Puerto Rico in the Congress, and he does a great job. I'm 
glad to see him back there. 

I have always said that the people of Puerto Rico should decide for themselves, and 
Congress ought to give them a chance to do that, what they want their relationship to the United 
States to be. There is now a bipartisan bill making its way through the Congress to establish a 
process for resolving this issue that gives Puerto Ricans the powers to vote on the long-discussed 
options of statehood, commonwealth or national sovereignty, independent or linked with the 
United States. 

Some people question the option of statehood because of the Hispanic culture of Puerto 
Rico. And with all respect, I disagree with them. After all, this is an issue for the 21st century 
for America. 

Consider the history: We have made Puerto Ricans citizens. We have drafted them into 
the Armed Forces. We extend most laws to them, especially those that are convenient to us - the 
rest of us. To use their culture, to bar them from voting rights or responsibilities in our country if 
they so choose to seek them by majority vote is wrong. And this is not primarily about Puerto 
Rico, but about the rest of us. What are our values? What is our culture? How can we make one 
America in a world and a nation ever more diverse? We have to begin by saying, it doesn't 
matter what your ethnic or racial or religious heritage is; it matters only if you embrace the ideas 
of the founders as embodied in the Constitution, the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of 
Rights. 

I say that because I think tonight I want to bring you back to first principles. I've spent a 
lot of time over the - well, going back to at least to 1984 trying to modemize the Democratic 
Party, trying to get rid of all the things that people used to be able to say about us that would 
keep us from winning the White House, that would keep us in almost a defensive position 
constantly in the national political debate. 

I have constantly argued that we had to go beyond the debate that paralyzed Washington 
in the 1980s between those who said govemment was the problem and those who said 
government was the solution, to embrace nationally a philosophy that was embedded in the work 
of every Democratic governor I ever worked with, going back to the 1970s - the belief that 
government ought to be no bigger than necessary; ought to be as little inefficiency and ought to 
be as little bureaucracy in the government as possible, but that government should be 



progressive, should be committed to being a good partner, should be a catalyst for new ideas at 
work and, most important of all, should be absolutely unequivocally committed to giving people 
the tools they need to make the most of their own lives and to making sure everyone had a fair 
chance at their version of the American Dream. 

So I spent a lot of time on that and I think there's a lot of evidence that it works. The 
government is the smallest it's been since President Kennedy was here, but we have done more to 
open the doors of college to all Americans, for example, than ever before. We are making the 
biggest investment in child health in a generation, as Govemor Rossello said. My present 
balanced budget has the largest effort to improve kindergarten through 12th grade education in 
the history of the republic. 

So I spent a lot of time talking about how we have modemized our party and how there 
is a third way that broke the logjam of the '80s. But what I want to say to you tonight is the most 
important thing is all modernizing our party did was to give us a way of being true to the oldest 
ideals of both our party and ournation. 

Who came here and why in the beginning? A bunch of folks came here who had 
suffered all kinds of persecution - political persecution, religious persecution. And what did 
they want to do? They wanted to be rid of the arbitrary, abusive exercise of unlimited power by 
people in government. Why? Because they thought free people who could direct the 
government instead of being directed by it could do a good job of first protecting liberty; second 
~ go back and read it at the beginning - pursuing happiness; and third, forming a more perfect 
union. 

And I would argue to you that at every important time in the history of this country, our 
country's greatness has depended upon our willingness to reaffirm those three missions. We had 
to deepen the meaning of our freedom, widen the circle of opportunity, and strengthen the bonds 
of our union. 

Now, the Democratic Party may not have always been right. But in the 20th century, 
from Woodrow Wilson through Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman and John Kennedy and 
Lyndon Johnson and Jimmy Carter to the present day, I don't think you have any doubt which 
party was more constantly standing up for always, always deepening the freedom of the 
American Dream and broadening it to more people, and expanding the circle of American 
opportunity, and trying to hold this union together and make it stronger and stronger instead of 
letting it be thrown apart. I don't think you have any doubt. 

So I say to you tonight, if we're going to strengthen this country for the 21st century, we 
at the national level have to create an economy based on opportunity for all. That means we have 
to bring the light of free enterprise to the neighborhoods and the urban areas and the mral areas 
that haven't felt it yet. It means we have to give our country the best system of K-12 education in 
the world for everybody, notjust a few. It means we have to do a lot more to continue to grow 
the economy. 



Now, i f we already have 4.7 percent unemployment - the lowest in 24 years - the 
lowest inflation rate in 30 years, the highest homeownership in history. Which party is most 
likely to finish America's mission? And you know as well as I do, those of you who are 
governors or who work for govemors or who have been governors, a great deal of the remaining 
work of building this economy has to be done community by community, state by state. 

If we want, as I said in the State of the Union, a society based on responsibility - what 
does that mean? It means people ought to be able to have health care if they're good, responsible 
citizens and they're willing to do what they can for it. We ought to let people who are over 55 
who have been cast aside by their employers buy into the Medicare system and not be bereft for 
10 years when they're very vulnerable. We ought to pass the Health Care Patient's Bill of Rights. 
We ought to do more to make child care safer and more affordable and more accessible. We 
ought to do more not only to protect our streets from juvenile crime, but to open our schools 
between the time the learning in the classroom is over and the parents get home, so we give kids 
something positive to do and keep them out of trouble in the first place. These are the missions 
of building a society based on responsibility. 

Now, I can do some things with the Congress to achieve those goals. But how all these 
programs are implemented along with welfare reform ~ will welfare reform be a way of 
empowering people to move from welfare to work so that people can succeed at work and 
succeed as parents and take care of their children, or will it bejust a back-handed way to save 
money. 

Now, there are a lot of governors in the other party who have done some things I agree 
with. But, on balance, who do you think is more likely to build a society based on opportunity, 
that tries to lift everybody up and give everybody a chance, and rescue the kids that have been 
left behind, and build strong families and strong communities? I think you know the answer to 
that. And I think you're proud to be here tonight, just like I am, because of the answer to that 
question. 

If we want to build a nation that lives by community ~ what does that mean? It means 
we have to continue to improve the environment even as we grow the economy -- cleaner water, 
cleaner air, safer food, fewer toxic waste dumps. It means we have to meet our challenge of 
doing our part on the issue of global warming. And it means we have to do it in a way that uses 
technology and common sense and creativity to continue to create jobs and grow the economy 
as we improve the environment. Now, which party is more likely to do that? 

If we want to be one community, we have to be willing to reach across the divides of 
America. Look at the last 20 years. Which party has tried to win elections by bringing people 
together, and which has tried to win elections by driving a wedge through the heart of the 
American electorate? I'm proud to be here tonight with all of you, and I think you know the 
answer to that question. 

So, as I have said many times, I want to say one more time, we have to give it to our 
friends in the Republican Party. From the time Abraham Lincoln was elected until the time 



Teddy Roosevelt left office, if we are honest, we will say they did a better job than we did of 
standing for deeper freedom, wider opportunity, and a stronger union. Those were not our best 
years.But from the time of Woodrow Wilson to the present day and toward the 21st century, we 
may not have always been right, but we were always on the right side. 

And so, I ask you to think about that. I'm proud of the fact that our administration has 
done more than my two predecessors of the Republican Party in giving more power to the states. 
I'm proud of the fact that we have waived more federal rules in more areas in five years than they 
did in 12 years. I'm proud of all that because I trust the concept of the states as laboratories of 
democracy. But the more responsibilities the governors get, the more it matters who the 
governor is. 

And I want you to think about that. And when you go home tonight, I want you to ask 
yourself if you agree with my definition of what it means to be an American and to meet our 
challenges and to do the right thing at every moment of challenge and change. This is a big 
change fime. This is huge. 

You know the other night after the State of the Union address our web page had 400,000 
hits on the Internet? One web page. And, of course, there are millions upon millions of web 
pages. You know how many places there were on the web when I was elected President? Fifty -
- 50 ~ five years ago. And they all belonged to physicists. So if you could have gotten in, most 
of you would have been like me and you wouldn't have understood it. That is just a metaphor for 
how the world is changing. Knowledge, the whole volume of knowledge, doubling every five 
years. 

Hillary came up with this idea that we should honor the end of our service here after two 
terms with a gift to the millennium enfitled "Remembering the Past and Imagining the Future." 
We want to save Old Glory and the Declaration of Independence and the Consfitution and the 
Bill of Rights, those four things - and get communities all over America to do the same. And 
we want to have the biggest investment in the future in medical and other research in the history 
of America to look toward the future. 

But in the end all this new-fangled stuff and all this change will only work to make us a 
happier, healthier, stronger people if we end where we started. A great line from T.S. Eliot, "the 
end is in our beginning" - we have to end where we started. You be proud when you leave here 
tonight, because you belong to a party that is fighting to expand and deepen the meaning of 
freedom, and to widen the circle of opportunity, and to make this a stronger United States of 
America. I'm proud, and I'm proud of you for being here. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

END 9:25 P.M. EST 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release February 3, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT DEMOCRATIC GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL DINNER 

Omni Shoreham Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

6:40 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you. Governor Dean, 
for that wonderful introduction. And I thank the orchestra for 
playing me in. (Laughter.) Thank you. Governor Rossello, for your 
leadership in the DGA. And to our DNC General Chair, Governor Roy 
Romer, thank you for agreeing to do that. I hope it made the 
Democratic Governors feel better; it sure made me feel better when 
you did it. (Applause.) 

Our Democratic National Chairman, Steve Grossman, thank 
you for being here tonight. And thank you, Santita, for singing 
again. You got me in a good humor before I had to come out and 
speak. 

You all know that the Vice President is coming over 
later - I'm just the warm-up act. (Laughter.) But that's probably 
as it should be. At least that's what he asked me to say right 
before 1 left the White House. (Laughter.) I thank you for 
understanding why I can't be here all evening. As you know, the 
State of the Union is tomorrow night, and I hope that the governors 
who are here will be staying for it. We have a place for all of you. 

It's a very different city than it was a year ago. A 
year ago we had a cold wave ~ and a cold wave in politics so bad 
that it shut the government down. And the American people had 
something to say about it in the months ahead after that, and then 



definitively in November. And it's a lot warmer outside this year 
than it was last year. And I like it. (Applause.) 

All of you know that I have been deeply indebted to my 
own experience as a govemor and to the Democratic Govemors for many 
of the ideas that we have brought to bear over the lastroitf years. 

Jf cuuiitiy has produced 11.2 million jobs, fot- iKelnittime in 
history in a four-year presidential administration. (Applause.) We 
have ~ crime has come down in every year. The welfare rolls have 
dropped by 2.24 million, the largest amount in history. 

Inequality among working people has started back down 
again, after a 20-year increase, with particular drops for single 
parents working to support their children, the elderly, and African 
Americans. 

In thelast fouryears, thanks to the work that we have 
done together, we have, first of all, reversed our country's 
addiction to supply-side economics, and substituted for it an 
economics based on investing in people, expanding trade, reducing the 
deficit, and ultimately, balancing the budget in the right way. 
(Applause.) 

Wehave restored the family and community as the 
centerpiece of our social agenda with initiatives like the Family and 



Medical Leave law, which we celebrated the fourth anniversary of just 
this week, and which I hope to expand in this coming session of the 
Congress ~ and I hope you will help me do that. (Applause.) 

When it comes to crime and welfare we replaced rhetoric 
with action, and that's why results have flowed. We have redefined 
the role of government ~ no longer do the American people believe, 
and no longer are they being told that government is the enemy. They 
know that the role of government is to be our partner to give us the 
tools to solve our problems and to create the conditions in which 
Americans can flourish. 

And finally, we have reaffirmed the importance of our 
national community. No longer is it commonplace in our national 
politics to see victory come from dividing Americans by race, by 
gender, or in any other way. And I'm proud of that; perhaps proudest 
of all that we have rebuked the people who want to divide us as a 
nation. That's what the Democratic Party is all about. (Applause.) 

In the next four years - well, you have to wait until 
tomorrow night to hear about that. (Laughter.) But let me say that 
in the next four years I will sfill depend upon the Democratic 
Governors for your ideas; two of them you know I have embraced with 
particular vigor - the HOPE Scholarship, pioneered by Governor Zell 
Miller in Georgia - (applause) ~ and the idea of providing nafional 
certification to the most excellent teachers in America, pioneered by 
Governor Jim Hunt in North Carolina. I thank you both for that. 
(Applause.) 

What I want to leave you with is that I think in the 
last four years we've basically unlocked the potential of our country 
by fixing a lot of things that were wrong and by redefining what the 
stakes are. In the next four years we have to take initiatives to 
shape America for the next 50 years. And what I want you to think 
about when you go back home is this: It's not very often that a 
country has a period of such enormous peace and prosperity and yet, 
is still confronted by such great challenges. And what has brought 
us to this moment in history is the incredible rate and scope of 
change of the time in which we live. 

We're notjust moving into a new century and a new 
millennium, we're moving into a whole new way of doing things. It's 
changing the way family life works, it's changing the way work life 



works, it's changing the way people relate to each other in society 
and across national borders. It poses particular challenges for our 
educators, but also challenges for all the rest of us. 

We're also learning a lot of things that impose new 
responsibilities on us. I know that the Democrafic govemors heard 
from my friend, Rob Reiner, who is sitting out here at this table, 
who is passionately concemed about what happens to children from the 
fime they're born unfil they're two or three years old. We now know 
things about those years that we never knew before. And that imposes 
upon us responsibilities we never had before ~ because we now know 
we can prevent problems from occurring we didn't think we could, and 
we can unleash potential we didn't know was there, and that requires 
us to behave in a different way. 

So, tomorrow night, I'm going to try to talk about the 
next steps I think we have to take. But I want you to think in big 
terms about this. Every time a governor is elected who has real 
vision and real understanding and a real willingness to take prudent 
risks to tap the potential of this moment. We have advanced the 
cause of freedom and democracy, and we've given more people a chance 
to light up their own lives. That's really what all this is about. 

Democracies normally don't do very well in times of 
peace and prosperity. They sort of get complacent and kind of go to 



the golf course twice a week. Sounds like a good idea to me. 
(Laughter.) Unfortunately, we don't have that luxury now - not if 
we're going to do what we ought to do. 

So that's what this is about tonight. In the next two 
years we'll be seeing 38 governors races come up for a vote of the 
people, affecting 80 percent of the people who live in this country. 
And the decisions that will be made by those govemors will chart the 
course for the next century. This is a very, very important time to 
be making these judgments. And I can tell you, having now been 
President for four years and having been a governor for 12 years - I 
could tell you a lot of things about that ~ (laughter) ~ but the 
point I want to make is there are a lot of things that a President 
can do and a lot of things a President can't. There are some things 
that can and will only be done by the governors of this country, 
working with people throughout the states. It matters a great deal. 

You know that. That's why you're here tonight. But as 
you think about this tonight and tomorrow night at the State of the 
Union and the work that I'm going to help you do in the next two 
years to try to make sure we elect more people from our party to the 
statehouses to move this country forward, just remember, usually 
democracies get lazy in times of peace and prosperity. The changes a 
and the challenges of this time do not permit us to do this. If we 
do it we will regret it for a very long time. If we don't, you ain't 
seen nothing yet. 

Thank you, and God bless you. (Applause.) 

END 6:50 P.M. EST 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release February 22, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
IN TOAST AT NATIONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION DINNER 

State Dining Room 

10:30 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. Govemor and Mrs. Voinovich, Govemor and Mrs. 
Carper, ladies and gentlemen, welcome again to the White House. Hillary and I always look 
forward to this night every year. It brings back a lot of happy memories. And I'm especially 
glad to have you here this year. 

I want to begin by thanking you, all of you, for the contributions that vou have madeto 
the juccess that the United States is now enjoying. The American people have the lowest 
unemployment rate in 24 years, the lowest crime rate in 24 years, the lowest welfare rolls in 27 
years, the lowest inflation rate in 30 years. And a lot of that credit goes to you and the people 
with whom you work and the commitments that you have made to forge the right kind of 
government for this new era in which we live. 

A lot of you work every day at building a government that is smaller but more effective, 
that works as a catalyst and a partner, does actually give our people the tools they need to make 
the most of this remarkable time in which we're living. 

I also want to say I looked at the document you prepared for your meeting - I read it 
this aftemoon while I was thinking about a few other things, but I enjoyed it very much. And I 
think it shows that you agree with me that these good times impose upon us a special obligation 
to make the most of them, to strengthen our country for the century ahead. 

You know, this country was founded by people who came here seeking relief from the 
arbitrary exercise of absolute power. They thought they had a better idea. They thought that 
when free people were able to pursue happiness and work to form a more perfect union, they 
could build a truly remarkable society. And more than 200 years later, I think we'd all have to 
admit that they were right. 

1 have said many fimes, but I would like to say again, that it seems tn me that at every 
important time in our country's history we have been faithful to the basic ideas of our founders. 



no matter what the challenge was. We have always improved America when we deepen the 
meaning of our freedom, widen the circle of opportunity, and strengthen the bonds of our union. ^ • • • / 

For your contributions to that, I am profoundly grateful. I hope you enjoy this evening. 
I look forward to tomorrow. And I'd like to ask everyone here to join me in a toast to the 
governors of the 50 states and all the territories and everybody else who is here. ^ 

(A toast was offered.) 

END 10:34 P.M. EST 



So tonight let us renew our pledge to work in partnership for the good of all our people. 
It is in that spirit that I ask you all to stand now as I offer a toast to Govemor and Mrs. Carper 
and to all of the governors and their spouses, and to our beloved United States. 
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m I had the o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the f i r s t tim%-,^ 
I t e r havinq been on the other end of i t f o r \ 

THE PRESIDENT: Good evening, l a d i e s and gentlemen, and 
welcome t o the White House, again f o r many of you, and f o r the 
f i r s t time f o r some. This i s always one of my f a v o r i t e evenings 
of the year; one of H i l l a r y ' s f a v o r i t e evenings; a chance t o see 
ol d f r i e n d s and t h i n k about o l d times and look t o the f u t u r e . 

TWI years ago, whei 
host t h i s dinner, a f t e r navmg 
years, I pledged t o you t h a t I would take the experiences t h a t 
had shared together and s t r i v e t o form a new p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h 

the governors and w i t h the st a t e s . A f t e r two years, I t h i n k i t ' s 
f a i r t o say t h a t we have made good on t h a t pledge. And t o n i g h t , 

,1 want t o renew t h a t pledge as we debate the as t o n i s h i n g range of 
Nspportunities and challenges t h a t are ahead of us. ~-

I also want t o thank those of you who have gone out of your 
way t o give me the o p p o r t u n i t y t o make good on the pledge when 
you thought we were s l i p p i n g a l i t t l e . (Laughter.) And I want 
to thank those of you who have acknowledged what you thought we 
were doing r i g h t . I n p a r t i c u l a r , two of the governors, not of my 
pa r t y , who went through the l i n e t o n i g h t and complimented the 
p a r t n e r s h i p of the f e d e r a l government and various agencies I 
appreciate very much. 

I t h i n k every American now wants government t o expand 
O p p o r t u n i t y and t o shr i n k bureaucracy; t o empower people t o make 

most of t h e i r own l i v e s ; t o enhance our s e c u r i t y , but not t o 
do those t h i n g s t h a t i t ought not t o do. Working i n p='--<-̂ '̂ >-°>T̂ p 
w i t h us, many of you have pioneered ways t o reform h e a l t h careyi-ctua>^• 
aiTd—tii ' n-nrt-wp I rare • tree of f e d e r a l r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s , 
wV|in]n hpH p-rP'T;-i mi.ql y en^^cumhered yon We have done our p a r t to^ be 
good p a r t n e r s . We have reduced the d e f i c i t ; we have reduced the 
^T-y'^Q-f the^ gr-'-i'-e.T-nment; we nave reduced r e g u l a t i o n m important 

We have also done what we could t o improve our performance. 
I c i t e d i n the State of the Union, and I c i t e again, something 



t h a t those of you who have had the misfortune t o have d i s a s t e r s 
know, which i s t h a t the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and 
a l l those who work i n the d i s a s t e r area -- the Department of 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , HUD, and others -- are no longer a d i s a s t e r when 
d i s a s t e r occurs. They are there working i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h you. 
And we want t o do more of t h a t . 

I n t h a t s p i r i t now, we begin a new year of debate; working 
on welfare, perhaps the most important t h i n g we can do from the 
p o i n t of view of a l l the people of a l l of our s t a t e s , without 
regard t o p a r t y , or region, or race, or income. 

We had a very good meeting yesterday w i t h a b i p a r t i s a n group 
of governors, l o c a l o f f i c i a l s , members of Congress, and I thank 
those of you who p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

The Vice President w i l l also be presenting a second round of 
r e i n v e n t i n g government proposals which w i l l cut f u r t h e r spending 
and reduce the f e d e r a l r o l e , and give more r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t o 
the s t a t e . And as you know, we are proposing a tax r e l i e f 
package which focuses p r i m a r i l y on education and g i v i n g people 
tax reductions i n r e t u r n f o r educating t h e i r c h i l d r e n and 
themselves. 

I hope as we go forward, we can agree on the t h i n g s which we 
don't t h i n k the f e d e r a l government should be doing. And I hope 
w e ' l l also be agreeing on some things we t h i n k we should do. 
There i s a p l a i n n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t i n p r o t e c t i n g the e s s e n t i a l 
needs of the c h i l d r e n of t h i s country. We c l e a r l y can do some 
thi n g s r i g h t , i n a non-bureaucratic, c r e a t i v e way. And I t h i n k 
the best example of t h a t i s AmeriCorps, our n a t i o n a l service 
program, which has worked c l o s e l y w i t h many of you i n t h i s room 
t o n i g h t . 

I want t o close by s a l u t i n g your d i s t i n g u i s h e d Chair, 
Governor Dean, and Judy, and a l l of you f o r a l l you have done. 
For those of you who have worked w i t h H i l l a r y and w i t h me over 
the years, and w i t h the members of our Cabinet, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those who are former governors -- and I see Governor B a b b i t t , and 
Governor R i l e y here -- l e t me say t h a t there i s no more rewarding 
experience than being able t o reach across the l i n e s t h a t d i v i d e 
us t o f e e l t h a t we are r e a l l y making a d i f f e r e n c e i n peoples 
l i v e s ; t h a t we are g i v i n g the American people a government t h a t 
i s leaner, but not meaner; one t h a t r e a l l y does help them make 
the most of t h e i r own l i v e s . I t h i n k t h a t ' s why we a l l got i n t o 
t h i s work, and i f w e ' l l j u s t keep t h a t i n mind, I t h i n k when 
we're a l l done, w e ' l l be very proud. 

I ' d l i k e t o propose a t o a s t t o the Chair of the N a t i o n a l 
Governors Asso c i a t i o n and t o h i s f i n e w i f e , and t o a l l the 
governors and t h e i r spouses t o n i g h t . 



To the governors and t h e i r families, thank you, 

(A toast i s offered.) (Applause.) 

ENDS:52 P.M. EST 
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ASSOCIATION DINNER 
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Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen ~ Governor and Mrs. Carper. Govemor and Mrs. 
Leavitt ~ welcome again to the White House. 

When Huey Long was Governor of Louisiana, he rebuilt the governor's mansion as an 
exact replica of the White House. When they asked why he did it. Long said, "so I'll get used to 
living in it." So I'd like to welcome everyone except Governor Foster to the White House today. 

All kidding aside, Hillary and I always look forward to this night every year. It brings 
back many happy memories. As you know, I have a deep appreciation and respect for governors 
and the work you do. I guess it's only natural, because before I was President Clinton, I was 
Governor Clinton, and I count that experience as one of the great blessings of my life. 

Seven year ago, when I had the opportunity for the first time to host this dinner, after 
having been on the other end of it for 12 years, I pledged to you that I would take the experiences 
that we had shared together and strive to form a new partnership with the governors and with the 
states. After seven years, I think it's fair to say that we have made good on that pledge. And 
tonight, I want to renew that pledge as we debate the astonishing range of opportunities and 
challenges that are ahead of us. 

As I told the Congress last month, the State of the Union is strong. Our economy is 
thriving, with nearly 18 million newjobs, wages rising at more than twice the rate of inflafion, 
the highest home ownership in history, the smallest welfare rolls in 30 years, and the lowest 
peacetime unemployment since 1957. And we could not have done these things if we hadn't 
done them togehter- by reaching across party lines to meet our common challenges. 

I look forward to working together to make the right choices for future generations ~ to 
make sure we don't squander our historic opportunity to save Social Security and Medicare, and 
pay down the debt. We can make good on that opportunity, while making tax relief like USA 
Accounts, and while making targeted tax cuts in areas from urban investment to clean energy 
technology, and from child care to long-term care. That is the way we should use our surplus: 
We should invest it. Invest it in America's future. 

The plan I presented calls on all of us ~ notjust Congress, but all of us - to act now to 
take advantage of this fte^igg moment of opportunity ~ and to give all of our people the tools 
they needs to make the most of their lives. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. Governor and Mrs. Thompson, 
Governor and Mrs. M i l l e r , l a dies and gentlemen, welcome back t o the 
White House. I t ' s always a d e l i g h t t o have a l l of you here. I 
look forward t o i t every year, but I e s p e c i a l l y look forward t o i t 
t h i s year. 

As a l l of you know, we are l i v i n g through a time of enormous 
change and great opportunity. I rather t h i n k the founding f a t h e r s 
would enjoy what i s going on here today because we are debating a 
l o t of f i r s t p r i n c i p l e s of American government; what should 
government do, which l e v e l of government should do i t , what are our 
u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e s . These are questions t h a t governors l i v e w i t h 
i n a very p r a c t i c a l and immediate way every s i n g l e day. And they 
are questions t h a t , f r a n k l y , I have r e l i s h e d being a p a r t of t h i s 
p u b l i c debate i n America. 

We are obviously moving i n t o a time t h a t i s very d i f f e r e n t 
from any the American people have ever l i v e d i n before. Our 
economy i s changing. We are now c l e a r l y i n a g l o b a l v i l l a g e t h a t 
w i l l be dominated f o r the r e s t of our l i f e t i m e s by in f o r m a t i o n and 
technology. That requires c e r t a i n changes i n government, as w e l l . 

I b e l i e v e d when I came here, and I bel i e v e more s t r o n g l y 
today, t h a t the great questions before us are how we can make the 
American dream a v a i l a b l e t o a l l Americans who are w i l l i n g t o work 
f o r i t , how we can come together t o deal w i t h our challenges and 
our problems as one community amidst a l l our d i v e r s i t y , and how we 
can maintain the leadership of our great country f o r peace and 
freedom throughout the world. 

We have many challenges, and I t r i e d t o deal w i t h those^^at 
some l e n g ^ i n the State of the Union address. One of our grea't^st 
chalTenqes i s t o give the American people a government t h a t 
commands t h e i r _cnnfi dence and t h a t does i t s p a r t i n meecJjKj_-Diri 
-nromnri prohl emsT We have reduced the size of the governmerit^in 
the l a s t three years, i t ' s now as small as i t was i n 1965. Next 
year i t w i l l be as small as i t was when President Kennedy was 
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Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen ~ Govemor and Mrs. Carper. Govemor and Mrs. 
Leavitt ~ welcome again to the White House. 

When Huey Long was Governor of Louisiana, he rebuilt the governor's mansion as an 
exact replica of the White House. When they asked why he did it. Long said, "so I'll get used to 
living in it." 

All kidding aside, Hillary and I always look forward to this night every year. It brings 
back many happy memories. As you know, as a former Govemor, I have a deep appreciation 
and respect for governors and the work you do. I count that experience as one of the great 
blessings of my life. 

Seven years ago, when I had the opportunity for the first time to host this dinner, after 
having been on the other end of it for 12 years, I pledged to you that I would take the experiences 
that we had shared together and strive to form a new partnership with the govemors and with the 
states. After seven years, I think it's fair to say that we have made good on that pledge. And 
tonight, I want to renew that committment as we debate the astonishing range of opportunities 
and challenges that are ahead of us. 

As I told the Congress last month, the State of the Union is strong. Our economy is 
thriving, with nearly 18 million newjobs, wages rising at more than twice the rate of inflation, 
the highest home ownership in history, the smallest welfare rolls in 30 years, and the lowest 
peacetime unemployment since 1957. And we could not have done these things if we hadn't 
done them together - by reaching across party lines to meet our common challenges. 

/ " ^ \ 

The plan I presented calls on all of us - notjust Congress, but all of us ~ to act now to 
take advantage of this moment of opportunity - and to give all of our people the tools th^y needs 
to make the most of their lives. 

As I've said so many times before, this success stems not only from the hard work oft 
American people and the work we're doing here in the nation's Capitol. It also stfems ft<4^ t«-
+aFgejiieasiire from the work you are doing in the capitols of our states. F^f«twfSilh©vatitmsjin 
education, reforms in welfare -Wv*^ .oi.^»v6*^ i-v. 4^<*^ C/^-x. <-'^^»^ 

So tonight let us renew our pledge to work in partnership for the good of all ourp^ple. / 
It is in that spirit that I ask you all to stand now as I offer a toast to Governor and Mj«: Carper ^̂1 

3̂  



and to all of the governors and their spouses, and to our beloved United States. 
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Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen ~ Governor and Mrs. Carper. Govemor and Mrs. 
Leavitt ~ welcome again to the White House. 

When Huey Long was Governor of Louisiana, he rebuilt the governor's mansion as an 
exact replica of the White House. When they asked why he did it. Long said, "so I'll get used to 
living in it." 

All kidding aside, Hillary and I always look forward to this night every year. It brings 
back many happy memories. As you know, as a former Govemor, I have a deep appreciation 
and respect for governors and the work you do. I count that experience as one of the great 
blessings of my life. 

Seven years ago, when I had the opportunity for the first time to host this dinner, after 
having been on the other end of it for 12 years, I pledged to you that I would take the experiences 
that we had shared together and strive to form a new partnership with the governors and with the 
states. After seven years, I think it's fair to say that we have made good on that pledge. And 
tonight, I want to renew that committment as we debate the astonishing range of opportunities 
and challenges that are ahead of us. 

As I told the Congress last month, the State of the Union is strong. Our economy is 
thriving, with nearly 18 million newjobs, wages rising at more than twice the rate of inflation, 
the highest home ownership in history, the smallest welfare rolls in 30 years, and the lowest 
peacetime unemployment since 1957. And we could not have done these things if we hadn't 
done them together ~ by reaching across party lines to meet our common challenges. 

The plan I presented calls on all of us - notjust Congress, but all of us ~ to act now to 
take advantage of this moment of opportunity ~ and to give all of our people the tools they needs 
to make the most of their lives. 

As I've said so many times before, this success stems not only from the hard work of the 
American people and the work we're doing here in the nation's Capitol. It also stems from in 
large measure from the work you are doing in the capitols of our states. From innovation in 
education...to reforms in welfare...to improvements in health care, we need to 

So tonight let us renew our pledge to work in partnership for the good of all our people. 
It is in that spirit that I ask you all to stand now as I offer a toast to Governor and Mrs. Carper 



and to all of the governors and their spouses, and to our beloved United States. 
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0^ 

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen ~ Governor and Mrs. Carper. Governor and Mrs. 
Leavitt ~ welcome again to the White House. 

When Huey Long was Governor of Louisiana, he rebuilt the govemor's mansion as an 
exact replica of the White House. When they asked why he did it. Long said, "so I'll get used to 
living in it." i So Td lik9 fp lO ovoryono o?(copt-Governor Fo***< • m ili ' ' Wlljl'^ ^MiCffjfld^y. 

All kidding aside, Hillary and I always look forward to this night every year. It brings 
b̂ack many happy memories. As you knowi I have a deep appreciation and respect for governors 
and the work you do. I ̂  il^ Ij "MMTTTnil, VjiT'.iiiSH liLrpiL I waa Prccidcnt Clhitun. Hvas-

/ 

GoverfigrglTT^n, and I count that experience as one of the great blessings of my life. 

inity for th the first time to host this dinner, after Seven year ago, when I had the opportunity 
having been on the other end of it for 12 years, I pledged to you that I would take the experiences 
that we had shared together and ŝ Sfe to form a new partnership with the govemors and with the 
states. After seven years, I think i ^ fair to say that we have made good on<that̂ ledge. And 
tonight, I want to renew t^al^ls4^ as we debate the astonishing range of opportunities and 
challenges that are ahead of us. t 

As 1 told the Congress last month, the State of the Union is strong. Our economy is 
thriving, with nearly 18 million newjobs, wages rising at more than twice the rate of inflation, 
the highest home ownership in history, the smallest welfare rolls in 30 years, and the lowest 
peacetime unemployment since 1957. And we could not have done these things if we hadn't 
done them togehter- by reaching across party lines to meet our common challenges. 

I look forward to working together to make the right choices for future generations - to 
make sure we don't squander ourJjistefitroppQrtunity to save Social Security and Medicare, and, 
pay down the debt. We capAxia^ good on that Opportunity, while making tax relief like^ 
Accounts, and whilejM^ng targeted tax cuts in Areas from urban investmenttojJeafienergy 
technology, andjfom child care to long-term care\That is the waĵ jye-shtJuId use our surplus: 
We should>rtvest it. Invest it in America's future. 

The plan I presented calls on all of us — notjust Congress, but all of us — to act now to 
take advantage of this moment of opportunity ~ and to give all of our people the tools they needs 
to make the most of their lives. j j ^ e^t^i^ "̂Is ĉ ô̂ l 



So tonight let us renew our pledge to work in partnership for the good of all our people. 
It is in that spirit that I ask you all to stand now as I offer a toast to Governor and Mrs. Carper 
and to all of the governors and their spouses, and to our beloved United States. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Ell G. Att ie/OVP 

cc: 
Subject: other governor humor 

When Huey Long was governor of Louisiana, he rebuilt the governor's mansion as an exact replica 
of the White House. When he was asked why he did it, he said, "so I'll get used to living in it." 
So I'd like to welcome everyone except Governor Foster to the White House today. 



You're a l l welcome to stay awhile, music w i l l be out i n the 
foyer. I t ' s been a wonderful evening for H i l l a r y and for me. And, 
again, you're welcome and I look forward to seeing you tomorrow. 
Thank you. Thanks again, i t was great. (Applause.) 

END 11:15 P.M. EST 



fivery single problem has been solved by somebody somewhere. Aad we.have simply get to do a 
better job of replicafing success. • 
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l i v i n g i n t h i s house. We have also given an unprecedented amount 
of power back t o s t a t e and l o c a l governments and t o i n d i v i d u a l 
c i t i z e n s . We are about t o do some more of t h a t . And t h a t i s 
obviously what you are here t o work on and t r y t o reach common 
agreement among yourselves f i r s t , and then w i t h the leaders of 
Congress and the White House. I am loo k i n g forward t o t h i s . 

The t h i n g I wish more of our c i t i z e n s knew i s how hard we are 
working t o do the r i g h t t h i n g over great issues of high p r i n c i p l e . 
This i s not a normal p o l i t i c a l debate. I t i s a profoundly 
important discussion of the d i r e c t i o n our country w i l l take, and 
what a l l our r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w i l l be i n seeing t h a t t h a t d i r e c t i o n 
i s achieved i n a way t h a t b e n e f i t s a l l the American people. 

I am l o o k i n g forward t o our discussion tomorrow! morning, t o 
a l l the times t h a t we have together, and I know t h a t a l l the 
members of the Cabinet and the White House are, as w e l l . To each 
of every one of you who has p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t r y i n g t o formulate the 
new p o l i c i e s , and t r y i n g t o reach across p a r t i s a n and other 
d i v i s i o n s t o reach common ground, I thank you again f o r t h a t . To 
each and every one of you who has had a good working p a r t n e r s h i p 
w i t h our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , I thank you f o r t h a t . 

I look forward t o f u r t h e r progress. I do b e l i e v e t h a t the] 
American people are now l i v i n g , and w i l l move i n t o a f u t u r e , which] 
i s characterized by greater p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r more people than have 
ever l i v e d i n t h i s society. And what we have t o do i s t o make sure 
t h a t we can go forward together, and t h a t every s i n g l e one of our 
c i t i z e n s who i s w i l l i n g t o do what i t takes can r e a l i z e those 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n h i s or her own l i f e ; and t h a t a l l of our c h i l d r e n , 
w i t hout regard t o t h e i r race, t h e i r income, t h e i r region, t h e i r 
s t a t i o n i n l i f e , have a chance t o be a l i v i n g embodiment of the 
American Dream. * 

I f we keep t h a t as our goal we can bridge our differences 
And when we leave here, and when the work of t h i s year i s done, we> 
w i l l be much b e t t e r prepared t o reap the b e n e f i t s of t h a t age of 
p o s s i b i l i t y . I t i s i n t h a t s p i r i t t h a t I ask you a l l t o stand now 
as I _ o f f e r a t o a s t t o Governor and Mrs. Thompson and t o a l l tY}e 
governors and t h e i r spouses, arid t o our beloved United States 

(A t o a s t was offe r e d . ) (Applause.) 

* * * * * 

THE PRESIDENT: -- ( i n progress) -- Gary Morris, thank you, 
Gary Hooker. We are doubly blessed t o n i g h t t h a t Gary j o i n e d us 
because he j u s t got married, and he's s t i l l here. And h i s w i f e , 
E l i z a b e t h i s here; thank you f o r coming. Please stand up. 
(Applause.) This man has a great g i f t and I'm so glad he shared i t 
w i t h us t o n i g h t . 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
_ \ _ X'^-'^n 

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen ~ Govemor Miller 

and Mrs. Miller, Govemor Voinovich and Mrs. Voinovich ~ 

and welcome to the White House. Hillary and I look forward 

to having you here every year, and it is especially nice to see 

you tonight. 



- 2 - THE PRESIDENT 

When I hosted this dinner for the first time 4 years ago, 

pledged to form a partnership with you based on our comm 

experiences and our mutual goals. And in the 4 years since 

then, we have more than honored that'pledgeTlus^^ 

what wê ve-achieved by working together: ouFnaHonaT 

govemment is the smallest it has been since President 

Kennedy was in office. 



Our [economy 

of our pe 

welfare, 

gest it ĥ abeen in 30 years, mor 

n 

itties ̂ te safer. AVe could not have 

few^r^Df ourj 

done these things if we hadn't done them together - by 

reaching across party lines to meet our common challenges 
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On Tuesday, I will go before the Congress and the people 

of the United States to report on the state of our union, and on 

my plan to prepare America for the 21st century. 
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It%-a^Iah that calls on all of us -- notjust Congress, but 

all of us - to act now to take advantage of this fleeting 

moment of opportunity: to, balance the budget and still invest 

n our future, to bring all (if our people into the American 

mainstream, and to give i l of our people the tools they need to 

the most of their lives. 



-6-

You are an essential part of that plan, and I am committed 

to listening to your concems as we put it into action. 

It has been said that "it is a community of purpose that 

constitutes society." We are that community of purpose. 
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And we must continue to work together in the coming 

days and months - the American people want us to, they are 

counting on us to, and they deserve nothing less from us. So 

tonight, let us renew our pledge to work in partnership for the' 

good of all our people. 
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And now I would like to ask you to join me in a toast, to 

Govemor Miller and Mrs. Miller, to Govemor Voinovich and 

Mrs. Voinovich, and to all the govemors and their spouses. 
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The Mayflower Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

8:47 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you, Loretta. Thank you, Katie. 
Thank all of you who had anything to do with this fundraiser. This is an exercise of true ' I 
affection because Howard Dean would probably win next year if none of us gave him a penny. ^ 
But I am delighted to be here. 

Senator Leahy and I were standing back there when Howard was giving his remarks, and 
he said, he suffered through 16 years of Republican leadership, the deficit was going up before I 
came in. And I said, you know, Pat, it was really only 12 years, it just seemed like 16. 

I'd like to say a special word of thanks, too, to Senator Pat Leahy, who is truly one of the 
finest people in the entire United States Congress and one of the most effective. Whether the 
issue is economic policy, agriculture policy, social policy, foreign policy, his passion to remove 
the scourge of land mines from the Earth, Pat Leahy is always there. And we can be proud that 
he represents not only the state of Vermont, but all of America very well. 

I'd also like to say that whatever it is that Howard Dean knows, or whatever it is that he 
eats for breakfast every morning, i f l could give it to every other Democratic office holder and 
would-be office holder, we would immediately become the majority in the Congress and we 
would have about 35 governors. I have to tell you, I think a big part of it is just producing for 
people, actually doing what you say you're going to do at election time. And I very much 
appreciate what he said about what we've tried to do here in Washington. 

One of the - I'm delighted - I love to do fundraisers and events for Democratic 
governors or the Democratic Governors Association in Washington because one of the things 
that I learned when I moved to Washington and what I feared was that people don't think that 
those of us who have been govemors exist out there. And we might as well be in a zoo 
somewhere. 

When 1 came to Washington, I would read editorials from the prominent newspapers 



saying that if you cared about the deficit and crime and welfare, you were stealing Republican 
issues. And I said, now, wait a minute, the last time I checked, the debt of this country 
quadrupled under a Republican President, crime was going up when I took office and the welfare 
rolls were expanding. And since I've been in office, we've cut the deficit by 92 percent, crime 
has gone down every year, and the welfare rolls have dropped by three million. I think those are 
American issues the Democratic Party has done very well on, and I don't understand all this. 

Out in the country, you know, Democrats care about the deficits and welfare reform and 
safe streets. And you know what? Democrats care about them in Washington, too. We passed a 
crime bill in 1994 overwhelmingly with Democratic support with a little Republican support. 
We passed the economic program in 1993 only with Democrats. And we began the welfare 
reform effort through the Executive Branch, as Howard Dean said; then I vetoed two bills first 
because I refused to take away the guarantee of health care and nutrition from children, and I 
wanted to have enough money for child care if we were going to require people to go to work. 
So we got it right and the results were good for America, and I'm proud of that. 

But one last point I want to make. This has been a very good year for the United States 
in Washington. We had an enormous effort to pass the balanced budget that has things that I 
think every Democrat in this country and every American ought to be proud of It's the biggest 
investment in health care for poor children since 1965 - Howard talked about that ~ biggest 
investment in education since 1965, biggest investment in helping open the doors of college 
to all Americans since the G.I. Bill 50 years ago. Substantial reforms of Medicare, including 
efforts to improve what we're doing in diabetes that the Diabetes Foundation says are the most 
important advances in the care of diabetes since insulin was developed 70 years ago. We have 
added 12 years to the Medicare trust fund and given our seniors more choices. This was a big 
deal. 

We also are working on expanding NATO to ensure our partnership in security in 
Europe. We've passed the Chemical Weapons Convention, a big issue. One of the big disputes 
we're having with Saddam Hussein now and these inspectors is that these inspectors in Iraq have 
found enough potential chemical, biological and incipient nuclear technology, more than was 
destroyed in the Gulf War. We want to wipe the prospect of chemical warfare off the face of the 
Earth. We don't want a bunch of terrorists with laboratories in briefcases going from airport to 
airport wreaking havoc in the world of the 21 st century that our children will live in. We took a 
big step toward that. So this has been a good year. 

But in addition to my affection for Governor Dean and my gratitude to the people of 
Vermont for voting for Bill Clinton and Al Gore twice by big margins - and my desire to help 
members of my party, I want --1 think it's very important that you understand that even though 
sometimes I get the feeling around here many people don't remember that the governors or the 
mayors or the county officials, for that matter, are really out there doing a lot of things -- the 
governors are especially important for the strategy that I'm pursuing for America to succeed. 

We got $24 billion for children's health; that's good. What's step two? The governors 
have to design a program that works. And I promise you every governor with any sense in this 



country without regard to party is going to wonder what Howard Dean is going to do with the 
money because they know that Vermont has done the best job of expanding health care coverage 
for children. So it matters who the governor is. 

You can put more money into education, but the governors have to decide how it's going 
to be spent. We won a huge battle which we're going to be really highlighting in the next couple 
of days when we sign the appropriations bills ~ to get the Congress after months and months of 
contentious fighting to embrace the notion that we ought to have national standards of academic 
excellence and national exams in reading and math for elementary students and 8th graders. But 
what happens afterwards? Education is the primary province of the states. The federal 
government can facilitate national excellence in education; the govemors have to ensure it. 

In the environment, we're trying to clean up 500 toxic waste dumps and prove we can 
have clean air, clean water and safe food and grow the environment. We can provide ftands, we 
can have federal standards; but in the end, the specific work is largely done in the states. 

And as we move into this new era where we have to have more flexibility, more 
partnerships and more common sense, in which we want to reject the kind of ideological false 
choices we're often confronted with in the political debates here, the partnership that exists and 
the quality of it and the quality of the people that do the work at the state level - the partnership 
with the federal government will be critical in terms of how Americans actually get to live and 
what kind of world our children actually grow up in. That's what this is about. 

So in so many ways the governorship is more important than ever before. We have tried 
to give more responsibility to the states. We've also tried to give them more things to do. And it 
has succeeded in places like Vermont, which have had visionary leadership. 

I can only hope and pray that every governor will do the job that I know that he will do ~ 
in health care, in education, in the environment, in building a solid future for our children. 
You're going to help him to do it by your presence here tonight, and I'm very grateful to you. 
Thank you. 

END 8:55 P.M. EST 
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I don' t presume to be a speechwriter or policy advisor - but I do have some strong instincts about 
what will work for the Governors Roundtable remarks. Thus, I would like to lay out a suggested 
construct for the Presidents remarks for you to adopt, consider, edit, or reject as you wish. 

I. Opening 
1. former colleagues - 16th (?) NGA mtg I have attended etc. 
2. Memory of Gov. Chiles - whose civility left a mark on all of us... 

II. Six Years of a Successful partnership - Effective federalism. 
1. As a former Governor, I understand the federal/state role. 
2. Our record demonstrates this: 

Unfunded Mandates Bill 
COPs program 
CHIP program 
Welfare reform 

3. Last year we met in this room and you presented the fol lowing goals: 
Transportation Finance - Govs Schafer and Patton made this case for you and 

working together we passed it - all 27 billion. 
Internet taxation (Gov Leavitt and Romer made this case and we worked together to 

get this passed) 
Workforce development Act - Gov Ridge (?) presented this and I signed it. 
Regulatory Reform - Gov ? presented this and I signed Thompson-Levin 

4 . Through the year we worked on other issues successfully together: 
PICA Ruling - Treasury has opined that states are not required to pay PICA for 

workfare - major cost savings to states. 



Cost Allocation - Congress required us in the Ag Research Bill to allocate your costs, 
and after hearing clearly from you we accepted your state-by-state methodology for doing so. 

EPA Air regs- We were required to issue new standards but - after hearing from you 
- the states were given significant tools of flexibility. 

Each of these issues presented federalism issues and we respected the states role. 

III. Our Budget is a Win for States 

Prior to the release of our budget we met with you and you expressed t w o priorities, (1) 
don't cut existing commitments, and (2) invest in kids. 

Our budget does that - and more - for the states 

a. fully funds SSBG 
b. no Medicaid cuts 
c. Head Start increase 
d. COPs increase 
e. Welfare increase - emphasis on fatherhood per your lead 
f. School Modernization initiative 
g. Class size initiative 
h. Livability initiative 

These budget commitments reflect both the importance of the level of funding , but 
are consistent wi th our effective federalism - they give you the tools and flexibility to do your job 
(livability, welfare, SSBG). 

IV. Looking Ahead: Preparation for the 21st Century Economy 

As we look ahead, using this partnership - this effective federalism - that has worked to 
tackle welfare, children's health etc. how to we prepare our workforce for the 21st Century 
economy. Theme of partnership - accountability and flexibility . Two components: (1) Workforce 
training, and (2) Education Accountabil ity 

Workforce Training - describe our initiative 

Education Accountabil i ty /Flexibility 
a. We have learned from the states : examples. Ridge, Hunt, etc. 

b. We can't have any failing schools... federal role to assure that 

c. We won ' t tell you how to do it - only that you find a way to do it - and we will 

give you the flexibility to do that: 
ED-Flex - break out of reauthorization 
Teacher Block Grant 

V. Additional tools of flexibility - NPR initiative (Oregon plan) 
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The Associated Press State & Local Wire 

The materials i n the AP f i l e were compiled by The Associated Press. These 
materials may not be republished without the express w r i t t e n consent of The 
Associated Press. 

December 1, 1998, Tuesday, PM cycle 

SECTION: Business News 

LENGTH: 359 words 

HEADLINE: TWA, Machinists begin t a l k s 

DATELINE: ST. LOUIS 

BODY : 

Trans World A i r l i n e s has begun 11 days of contract negotiations i n hopes of 
averting a s t r i k e by i t s union Machinists. 

The National Mediation Board was supervising the t a l k s , which began today at 
an undisclosed l o c a t i o n under a news blackout. 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Association of Machinists f o r months has been seeking to be 
released from mediation, which i s necessary to t r i g g e r a 30-day countdown f o r a 
s t r i k e . The union has said that f a i l u r e to reach a labor agreement by Dec. 11 
w i l l do that by p u t t i n g the t a l k s at an impasse. 

A f t e r that date, the three members of the mediation board would s t i l l have to 
decide whether f u r t h e r negotiations would be hopeless. 

Under the Railway Labor Act, a i r l i n e unions can't s t r i k e u n t i l they go 
through several mandatory steps, including the 30-day cooling-off period. 

The machinists represent 16,500 TWA employees. I t s members include a l l 
unionized workers at TWA except p i l o t s and dispatchers. 

TWA and the union have been i n contract t a l k s since February 1997, and 
mediators have been involved since July 1997. The machinists are n e g o t i a t i n g 
separate contracts f o r f l i g h t attendants; mechanics and passenger-service 
workers. 

TWA has not made a w r i t t e n pay proposal to the machinists because the union 
wants the company to guarantee that i t w i l l not close operations, such as 
maintenance bases or hubs, company spokesman Jim Brown said. 

"What the union has demanded i s that we not close anything, period," Brown 
said. "We cannot run a business that way." 

TWA employees are seeking repayment f o r b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s i n concessions 
they gave up t o b a i l out the a i r l i n e during troubled times. TWA has said i t w i l l 
give the machinists raises that w i l l b r ing t h e i r pay closer to p a r i t y w i t h 
industry average. 
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August 5, 1998, Metro E d i t i o n 

SECTION: Pg. 2D 

LENGTH: 77 words 

HEADLINE: Machinists say no to contract 

SOURCE: Associated Press 

BODY: 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Association of Machinists (lAM) said Tuesday that four of 
f i v e bargaining u n i t s r e j e c ted a t e n t a t i v e contract with Northwest A i r l i n e s . 

lAM D i s t r i c t 143 President Keith Foster said the union has contacted the 
a i r l i n e and the National Mediation Board to schedule f u r t h e r t a l k s . 

Foster said mechanics, baggage handlers and o f f i c e and se c u r i t y workers 
rejected the deal by margins of 70 to 80 percent. Results w i l l be released 
today. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: August 7, 1998 
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1999 NGA COMMITTEES 

NGA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Govemor Thomas R. Carper, Delaware—Chairman* 

Governor Michael 0. Leavitt, Utah—Wee Chairman* 

Governor Dirk Kempthorne, Idaho 
Governor Frank Keating, Oklahoma 
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Governor Gary Locke, Washington 

Finance Committee 

Governor Michael O. Leavitt, Utah—Chair 

Governor Thomas R. Carper, Delaware 

Governor John Engler, Michigan 

Governor Howard Dean, M.D., Vermont 

Legal Affairs Committee 

Governor Mel Carnahan, Missouri—Chair 

Governor Benjamin J. Cayetano, Hawaii 

Governor Lincoln Almond, Rhode Island 

Smarter Kids Task Force 

Governor Thomas R. Carper, Delaware—Co-Chair 

Governor Michael O. Leavitt, Utah—Co-C/ia/r 

Accountability 

Governor Tony Knowles, Alaska 
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Governor John G. Rowland, Connecticut 

Extra Learning Opportunities 

Governor Frank O'Bannon, Indiana 

Governor William J. Janklow, South Dakota 

Education Technology 

Governor Paul E. Patton, Kentucky 

Governor Don Sundquist, Tennessee 

Information Technology Task Force 

Governor Gary Locke, Washington—Co-Chair 

Governor Jim Geringer, Wyoming—Co-Chair 

Governor Jane Dee Hull, Arizona 

Governor John G. Rowland, Connecticut 

Governor Paul E. Patton, Kentucky 

Governor Angus S. King, Jr., Maine 

Governor Jeanne Shaheen, New Hampshire 

Governor James S. Gilmore III, Virginia 

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCE 

Governor George E. Pataki, New York —Chair 

Governor Jeanne Shaheen, New Hampshire—Vice Chair 

Governor Tauese P. Sunia, American Samoa 

Governor Jane Dee Hull, Arizona 

Governor John G. Rowland, Connecticut 

Governor Jeb Bush, Florida 

Governor Carl T.C. Gutierrez, Guam 

Governor Benjamin J. Cayetano, Hawaii 

Governor Bill Graves, Kansas 

Governor Paul E. Patton, Kentucky 
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• 
Governor Mike Johanns, Nebraska 

Governor Kenny C. Guinn, Nevada 

Governor Christine T. Whitman, New Jersey 

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio, Northern Mariana Islands 

Governor Frank Keating, Oklahoma 

Governor Lincoln Almond, Rhode Island 

Governor William J. Janklow, South Dakota 

Governor Don Sundquist, Tennessee 

Governor George W. Bush, Texas 

Governor James S. Gilmore III, Virginia 

Lead Governors on Indian Gaming 

Governor William J. Janklow, South Dakota 

Governor Howard Dean, M.D., Vermont 

NGA Staff Contact: Tim Masanz, (202) 624-53 JI 

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

Governor James B. Hunt Jr., North Carolina—Chair 

Governor Mike Huckabee, Arkansas—Vice Chair 

Governor Don Siegelman, Alabama 

Governor Gray Davis, California 

Governor Roy E. Barnes, Georgia 

Governor Frank O'Bannon, Indiana 

Governor Tom Vilsack, Iowa 

Governor Argeo Paul Cellucci, Massachusetts 

Governor John Engler, Michigan 

Governor Mel Carnahan, Missouri 

Governor Bob Taft, Ohio 

Governor John A. Kitzhaber, Oregon 

Governor Tom Ridge, Pennsylvania 

Governor Pedro Rossello, Puerto Rico 

Governor Jim Hodges, South Carolina 

Governor Gary Locke, Washington 

Governor Tommy G. Thompson, Wisconsin 

Lead Governors on Fatherhood 
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Governor Tom Ridge, Pennsylvania 

Governor Pedro Rossello, Puerto Rico 

Lead Governors on Health 

Governor John A. Kitzhaber, Oregon 

Governor Michael O. Leavitt, Utah 

Lead Governors on Welfare Reform 

Governor Frank O'Bannon, Indiana 

Governor Tommy G. Thompson, Wisconsin 

NGA Staff Contact: Nolan Jones, (202) 624-5360 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

Governor Parris N. Glendening, Maryland—Chair 

Governor Edward T. Schafer, North Dakota—Wee Chair 

Governor Tony Knowles, Alaska 

Governor Bill Owens, Colorado 

Governor Dirk Kempthorne, Idaho 

Governor George H. Ryan, Illinois 

Governor Mike Foster, Louisiana 

Governor Jesse Ventura, Minnesota 

Governor Marc Racicot, Montana 

Governor Gary E. Johnson, New Mexico 

Governor Howard Dean, M.D., Vermont 

Governor Charles W. Turnbull, Virgin Islands 

Governor Cecil H. Underwood, West Virginia 

Governor Jim Geringer, Wyoming 
NGA Staff Contact: Tom Curtis. (202) 624-5389 

NGA Senior Staff 

Raymond C. Scheppach, Executive Director—(202) 624-5320 

John Thomasian, Director, Center for Best Practices—(202) 624-7881 

Laura W. Shiflett, Director, Office of Administration and Finance—(202) 624-5329 

Noel Milan Director, Office of Public Affairs—(202) 624-5352 
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Douglas P. Champion, Director, Office of Management Services—(202) 624-7872 

Vacant, Director, Office of State-Federal Affairs—(202) 624-

Tim Masanz, Director, Economic Development and Commerce Group—(202) 624-5311 

Thom Rubel, Director, Economic Development and Commerce Policy Studies Division—(202) 624-7740 

Nolan Jones, Director, Human Resources Group—(202) 624-5360 

Randolph A. Desonia, Director, Health Policy Studies Division—(202) 624-5319 

Thomas W, Curtis, Director, Natural Resources Group—(202) 624-5389 

Vacant, Director, Natural Resources Policy Studies Division—(202) 624-5346 

Dane Linn, Director, Education Policy Studies Division—(202) 624-3629 

Evelyn Ganzglass, Director, Employment and Social Services Policy Studies Division—(202) 624-5394 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J . CLINTON 
REMARKS ON LONG-TERM CARE TAX CREDIT 

DOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
February 18, 1999 

Acknowledgnnents: Gov. Shaheen; Beth Dixon; Karen Goddard; Shawn 
Minott i ; David Robar; other panelists TK 

I want to thank the Governor for her remarks, and I especially want to thank 
her for all she's doing to improve the quality and availability of health care here in 
New Hampshire. I think her proposals are good ones. And I think they will go a 
long way toward helping the people of New Hampshire meet the challenges of 
health care in the 21st Century. 

Today, our panelists will discuss a number of these challenges: from the 
rights of patients to the concerns of small businesses providing coverage; and from 
the health care needs of children to those of the elderly and people wi th disabilities. 
My administration has been working for six years now to make progress in these 
areas; and my latest balanced budget renews that commitment. We remain 
focused on the future. And that is why I want to talk this morning about meeting 
the greatest challenge of the new century: the aging of America. As the Baby 
Boom becomes the Senior Boom, long-term care will become a growing need. So it 
is more important than ever that we help families provide that essential kind of care 
for their loved ones. In my balanced budget, I have proposed and paid for a 
long-term care tax credit of $1,000 to help families do exactly that. 

I will say more about that proposal in a moment. But first, let me paint the 
larger picture, and say that a long-term care tax cut is exactly the kind of tax cut 
we should be making. As you know, we are engaged in a great national debate 
right now about how to use the budget surplus. Now, we can all agree that 
America should have tax cuts. But there are two very different ways we can go 
about it. First, there is the old way - failed and full of risk ~ that some Republicans 
are trying to resurrect. They are saying: splurge today, save tomorrow. That's not 
the approach that Vice President Gore and I have proposed. Our approach says 
invest today, save for tomorrow. Our kind of tax cut doesn't destroy our fiscal 
discipline, but preserves it. Our kind of tax cut is not indiscriminate, but is, instead, 
targeted to meet people's real needs for the future. Above all, our kind of tax cut 
allows us to meet our responsibility to future generations ~ and to invest the lion's 
share of the surplus in saving Social Security and Medicare first. 

Even some Republican moderates, like Congresswoman Nancy Johnson, see 
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the wisdom in this approach, in targeted tax cuts. I look forward to v w l ^ y ^ j ^ i u T ^ 
tb«m-to make the right choices for future generations -- to jnake sure we don't 
squander our historic opportunity to save Social Security and Medicare, and pay 
down the debt. As I said in my State of the Union Address one month ago, we can 
make good on tha t oppnrt i in l tyr whi le prnviHing tax relief likp USA Ar rnh tn ts . and 
while making targeted tax cuts in areasjrgm urban investment to clean energy 
technology, and from child care to loncpterm care That is the way we sheuld use 
our ^urpjus: We should inves t jL Invest it in Amnnnn'o futuj-P 

As I have said: In the future, in the 21st Century, America will be an aging 
nation. And as the ranks of the elderly grow, so do the numbers of vulnerable 
Americans who cannot fend for themselves. Already, millions of households are 
caring for elderly relatives and neighbors and people with disabilities. It is the cycle 
of life. Our parents worked and saved and sacrificed for us in our youth; adult 
children are working and saving and sacrificing for their parents in old age. 

Providing long-term care at home is, more and more often, a common choice, 
but it is rarely an easy one. We heard about these challenges at the Family 
Conference the Vice President hosted in Nashville last summer; and he is now 
helping to lead our efforts by holding a series of forums across the nation. We 
have seen that out-of-pocket expenses can be high, since long-term care is rarely 
covered by private insurance or Medicare. Moreover, caregivers who hold jobs 
outside the home ~ and that is a vast majority ~ may have to take unpaid leave or 
work fewer hours to fulfill all their responsibilities. 

We have taken steps to ease the burdens on these families in a number of 
ways: by strengthening Medicare, by extending the trust fund, by promoting 
prevention and cracking down on fraud and abuse. But the aging of America in the 
21st Century will require more of us. The long-term care tax cut I proposed last 
month would help to meet the needs of individual families, empowering them to do 
what is best, showing them how very much we value the work they do. And it is 
only one part of our comprehensive long-term care initiative: I have also proposed a 
national Caregiver Support Program, as well as new steps to help Medicaid pay for 
home- and community-based care. Caregiving is a vital and sacred compact among 
generations ~ and one we should recognize and reward as a nation. 

There is more we must do to improve health care in America. We should join 
together across party lines to pass a strong, enforceable Patients' Bill of Rights ~ as 
well as the landmark legislation proposed by Senators Jeffords, Kennedy, Roth, and 
Moynihan to allow people wi th disabilities to keep their health insurance when they 
go to work. Congress should also pass my plan to help small businesses insure 
their employees, since it is the smallest companies that often face the greatest 
diff iculty in providing coverage. And we must keep working until our uninsured 
kids have the coverage they need and deserve. In 1 997, we passed the largest 
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investment in children's health in a generation, helping extend coverage to up to 5 
million children; and now, in states across the country. Governors like Jeanne 
Shaheen are working to find and enroll every single eligible child. In this way, we 
are all working together to build a stronger and healthier America for the 21st 
Century. 

I know our panelists have some important perspectives to share. I am 
looking forward to starting that discussion. 

[The President asks the panelists a question TK.] 


