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Draft 09/09/99 3:45pm
Josh Michele Ballantyne

CHIEF OF STAFF JOHN D. PODESTA
TALKING POINTS FOR JANET MURGUIA FAREWELL PARTY
INDIAN TREA
September 8, 1999

¢ Let’s put first things first ... I'm glad to have this opportunity to speak about one of my
favorite people at the White House. I just wish it weren’t on the occasion of her leaving. Janet
and I have worked together for over [XX] years now [have known each other since XX], and
there’s one thing I’ve learned over the years — there’s nothing ordinary about her.

¢ [First of all, I haven’t checked this fact with the Census Bureau, but Janet must be one of
the only Hispanic women to grow up in Kansas City. And she’s definitely the only Hispanic
Kansan with an identical twin and a brother who’s about to become a Democratic-appointed
federal judge.]

¢ There’s nothing ordinary about Janet’s boisterous and identifiable laugh. And she keeps
that laugh — even during the most difficult budget negotiations -- even when these negotiations
are with Dick Armey.

. She’s the only one aside from Kris Engskov, the President’s Aide, who knows how to get
the President out of a room even when he’s surrounded by a gang of eager congressmen.

. And she’s the only White House staffer I know who — instead of hanging a picture of the
President and herself — has a photo with Jimmy Smits.

* All kidding aside, for four years now, Janet has been an extraordinary advisor to the
President and to the entire Administration. From the budget to crime to health care, she’s worked
tirelessly — or as her staff would say, endlessly — to advance the President’s agenda.

. Janet, as Dorothy said in the Wizard of Oz, there’s no place like home. I know I speak on
behalf of everyone in this room when I say that this will always be your home — and you’re
always welcome back.
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CHIEF OF STAFF JOHN D. PODESTA
TALKING POINTS FOR JANET MURGUIA FAREWELL PARTY
INDIAN TREATY ROOM
September 8, 1999

¢ Let’s put first things first: I’'m glad to have this opportunity to speak about one of my favorite
people at the White House. Janet and I have worked together for over [XX] years now [have
known each other since XX], and there’s one thing I’ve learned over the years — there’s
nothing ordinary about her.

¢ First of all, now I haven’t checked this fact with the Census Bureau, but Janet must be one of
the only Hispanic women to grow up in Kansas City. And she’s definitely the only Hispanic
Kansan with an identical twin and a brother who’s about to become a Democratic-appointed
federal judge.

¢ There’s nothing ordinary about Janet’s boisterous and identifiable laugh. And she keeps that
laugh — even during the most difficult budget negotiations -- even when these negotiations
are with Dick Army.

¢ She’s the only one aside from Kris Engskov, the President’s Aide, who knows how to get the
President out of a room even when he’s surrounded by a gang of eager congressmen.

¢ And she’s the only White House staffer I know who — instead of hanging a picture of the
President and herself - has a photo with Jimmy Smits.

¢ All kidding aside, there really is nothing ordinary about Janet Murgia. For over four years
now, she has been an extraordinary advisor to the President and to the entire Administration.
From the budget to crime to health care, she’s worked tirelessly — or as her staff would say,
endlessly — to advance the President’s agenda.

¢ Janet, as Dorothy said in the Wizard of Oz, there’s no place like home. Dorothy’s right —
there really isn’t. I know I speak on behalf of everyone in this room when I say that this will
always be your home — and you’re always welcome back.



CHIEF OF STAFF JOHN D. PODESTA
TALKING POINTS FOR JANET MURGUIA FAREWELL PARTY
INDIAN TREATY ROOM
September 8, 1999

¢ Let’s put first things first: I’'m glad to have this opportunity to speak about one of my
favorite people at the White House. Janet and I have worked together for [more than] over
[XX] years now [have known each other since XX], and there’s one thing I’ve learned over the
years — there’s nothing ordinary about her.

* First of all, now I haven’t checked this fact with the Census Bureau, but Janet must be
one of the only Hispanic women to grow up in Kansas City. And she’s definitely the only
Hispanic Kansan [is she from Kansas City, Kansas or KC, Missouri?] with an identical twin
and a brother who’s about to become a Democratic-appointed federal judge. [stressing the color
of her skin, rather than the content of her character, rubs me the wrong way.]

* There’s nothing ordinary about Janet’s boisterous and identifiable laugh. And she keeps
that laugh — even during the most difficult budget negotiations -- even when these negotiations
are with Dick Army. [spelled Armey, isn’t it?)

. She’s the only one aside from Kris Engskov, the President’s Aide, who knows how to get
the President out of a room even when he’s surrounded by a gang of eager congressmen.

. And she’s the only White House staffer I know who — instead of hanging a picture of the
President and herself — has a photo with Jimmy Smits.

* All kidding aside, there really is nothing ordinary about Janet Murgia. For [more than]
over four years now, she has been an extraordinary advisor to the President and to the entire
Administration. From the budget to crime to health care, she’s worked tirelessly — or as her staff
would say, endlessly — to advance the President’s agenda.

¢ Janet, as Dorothy said in the Wizard of Oz, there’s no place like home. Dorothy’s right -
there really isn’t. I know I speak on behalf of everyone in this room when I say that this will
always be your home — and you’re always welcome back.
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ET MURGUIA FAREWELL PARTY
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[have known each other since XX],'and there’s one thing I’ve learned over the years — there’s
nothing ordinary about her.

) There’s nothip§ ordinary about Janet’s boisterous and identifiable laugh. And she keeps
that laugh — even dyfing the most difficult budget negotiations -- even when these negotiations
are with Dick Ar

. She’s the only one aside from Kris Engskov, the President’s Aide, who knows how to get
the President out of a room even when he’s surrounded by a gang of eager congressmen.

. And she’s the only White House staffer I know who - instead of hanging a picture of the
President and herself — has a photo with Jimmy Smits.

klj‘ W
. All kid mg aside, sheresealliuisamtiein, nary-about Janst-Musgie: For over four

years now, has been an extraordinary adv1sor to the President and to the entlre
Administration. From the budget to crime to health care, she’s worked tirelessly — or as her staff
would say, endlessly — to advance the President’s agenda.

. Janet, as Dorothy said in the Wizard of Oz, there’s no place like home. DoFotiys-rightn.
know I speak on behalf of everyone in this room when I say that this will
always be your/fhome — and you’re always welcome back.
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@ Michele Ballantyne 09/07/99 01:48:22 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Joshua S. Gottheimer/WHO/EOP@EOP

cc: Fern MechlowitzZWHO/EOP@EOP
Subject: Re: do you have list of john's september speaking? )

Here's the list of events for which JDP will need talking&dnts/remarks:
7

Wed. 9/8 Janet Marguia farewell (needs jokes)
Thurs 9/9 IGA Outreach meeting
is i Iking points that should be sent to me cob today -

opeful yyou can review and comiment
Mon /13 Natlo s_Union

prepare (revie

ed by 15 mins Q&A - OPL is supposed to 55 :
RIT ‘”‘OQ e A
Fri 9/1 Italian American Dinner in NYC o 7

He's receiving an award - will need brlef thank you remar

Thurs 9430 WH Fellows Alumni Meeting and Reunion ('-U
}\M |

| will let you know as soon as | know any details about these events. Than

oy A e



Biography
Janet Murguia

Janet Murguia serves as Deputy Assistant to the President and the Deputy Director for
Legislative Affairs for the White House. Prior to her February 1998 promotion to Deputy
Director, she served as the House Liaison for White House Legislative Affairs. She began her
work with the White House Legislative Affairs as a Special Assistant to the President for
Legislative Affairs and had served in this position since her appointment on January 25, 1994. In
her current position, she provides policy-making and strategic advice to the President; she serves
as the chief Deputy liaison between the White House and the Congress and works to advance the
Clinton Administration’s legislative initiatives in Congress.

During her five year tenure as President Clinton’s liaison to the U.S. Congress, Murguia
has been directly involved with managing several legislative accomplishments including
intiatives related to: health care, the environment, telecommunications, immigration, education,
welfare reform, trade, taxes, child care, Puerto Rico, and Mexico certification.

Murguia holds a J.D. from the University of Kansas School of Law, which was conferred
in 1985. She also received a Bachelor of Science degree in journalism and a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Spanish from the University of Kansas. She is a member of the Kansas Bar
Association and the American Bar Association.

Prior to her position at the White House, Murguia served as Legislative Counsel to
former Kansas Congressman Jim Slattery.
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