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Ack: Gov. Glendening; Lt. Gov. Kennedy-

Townsend [her deep personal commitment to common 

sense gun reform have made a difference in Maryland]; 

Secretary of State John Willis; House Speaker Casper 

Taylor; Senate President Mike Miller; members of 

Congress; members of the state legislature; students from 

Young Kids Against Violence and Students Together 

Against Guns. L ^ i - ^ ^ 

It is fitting that we are gathered here today, in our 

nation's oldest functioning state house, where progress 

has been the standard since our forebears walked these 

halls more than 200 years ago. 



This State House was the site of the ratification of the 

Treaty of Paris, which officially put an end to the 

Revolutionary War, and marked the birth of our new 

nation. We are here today to announce a victory in our 

effort to end another war - our ongoing struggle to reduce 

the staggering toll of gun violence in America. The 

Maryland legislature made history again last week when 

you became the first state in the nation to require buih-in 

safety locks for all new handguns - and enacted other 

common sense gun safety measures. 

The people of Maryland demanded this landmark gun 

safety legislation. And their govemment answered the 

call. Ttjg^S^^ 



And why I applaud the work of Governor Glendening, the 

members of the state legislature, and all of you. You have 

set an example for our nation by your efforts to keep guns 

off our streets and our children safe from violence. 

Maryland is not a newcomer to this movement. This 

State has already banned assault weapons and handguns 

known as Saturday Night Specials. You have already 

limited handgun sales to one per month. With this new 

law, you join a growing number of states across the 

country that are taking decisive action to make guns safer 

and to save lives. 



Last year, California passed important legislation 

limiting handgun sales to one per month, and banning 

junk guns and new generations of assault weapons. Just 

last week, Massachusetts began enforcing tough 

consumer product safety rules for guns, banning junk 

guns and requiring trigger locks and other devices to 

prevent children from firing guns. And tomorrow, I am 

traveling to Colorado to support a citizen ballot initiative 

to close the gun show loophole and require background 

checks on all gun sales. 

I am encouraged by the steps these states are taking. 

They underscore the fact that outside the beltway, 

common sense gun reform is not a partisan issue. 



But every child in America deserves that same level of 

protection. And only Congress can pass legislation that 

protects every child in every comer of our country. 

That's why I've asked Congress to enact common sense 

gun safety legislation before the one-year anniversary of 

the Columbine tragedy on April 20th. Legislation that 

requires child safety locks, bans the importation of large 

ammunition clips, and closes the loophole that allows 

criminals to buy firearms at gun shows. But for nine 

months now, Congress has been stalling. Today, 

Congress, once again, will vote on a measure simply 

calling for the House and Senate to meet and work out 

their differences on this legislation. 



Every day Congress waits to send me that bill, we 

lose 12 children - and nearly 90 people overall - to gun 

violence in America. That is why we can not - and we l^b^ 

must not -- wait for every state to pass responsible gunJ^^^J^^ 

legislation. Congress must follow the lead of states like \ 

Maryland ... listen to the people ... stand up to the gun 

lobby ... and pass national gun safety legislation without 

further delay. 

Of course, no law can prevent every death. But 

sensible gun laws do make a difference. The Brady Law 

is a perfect example of that. When we passed the Brady 

Bill, people argued that it wouldn't work because 

criminals don't buy guns at gun stores. 
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It tumed out that many of them did. All told, since the 

Brady Bill tmkmtiBa^ we have stopped more than a half a 

million guns from falling into the hands of frigitives, 

felons, or stalkers - and gun crime is down more than 35 

percent. 

At the same time, we have stepped up our 

enforcement of gun crimes. Since 1992, we have 

increased federal gun prosecutions by 16 percent. And 

my new budget calls for the largest firearms enforcement 

initiative in history, including 500 new ATF agents and 

inspectors and more than 1,000 new federal, state, and 

local gun prosecutors. 



And last month, we announced a landmark agreement 

with Smith and Wesson to reform the way guns are 

manufactured, marketed and sold. That agreement helped 

make this day possible by demonstrating that responsible 

gun manufacturers could join with us to make progress. 

The Smith and Wesson agreement did not come 

easily. Nor did the Brady Law. Nor did the bill we're 

here to sign today. But as Frederick Douglass, one of the 

great citizens of Maryland, once said, "If there is no 

stmggle, there is no progress." We succeeded in each 

case because courageous citizens and responsible leaders 

like you dared to put the interests of the American people 

above the special interests. 

8 



The nation's capitol may no longer be located here in 

Annapolis, but you have shown national leadership today. 

It is time to press ahead until common sense gun 

legislation is the law of the land. Thank you for inviting 

me to this signing. But for the sake of America's 

children, we must not stop at the State House. We have to 

take this progress all the way to the people's house, the 

White House. It's time to give all Americans the same 

protections that the citizens of Maryland received today. 

Congratulations again, thank you, and God bless you. 



Joshua 8. Gottheimer 
04/10/2000 05:46:13 PIVl 
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Terry Edmonds/WHO/EOP(gEOP 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS FOR MARYLAND BILL SIGNING 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
April 11, 2000 

Ack: Gov. Glendening; Lt. Gov. Kennedy-Townsend [her deep personal commitment 
to common sense gun reform have made a difference in Maryland]; Secretary of State John 
Willis; House Speaker Casper Taylor. ^Oxf-h'^'C.A^ 

It is fitting that we are gathered here today, in our^;i^ion's oldest functioning state 
house, where progress has been the standard since our fweftrthers walked these halls more 
than 200 years ago. This State House was the site of the ratification of the Treaty of Paris, 
which officially put an end to the Revolutionary War, and marked the birth of our new natior^ 
It was here that the Continental Congress raet7"aTKlwhere our founders first drafted the ^ 
language thapwauld become the-Coiistipinon. Ann^oliTwehton t<5sm^for a short period 
asourirati(5n's capit^h-^nd^ince then as Maryland's capitol, wnSre time andji^ain it has been 
a leader among the states. /tfli/i^ 

^£-are here todâ  
^Liliil 't'rp tow l id 

new handguns. / 
handguns, and pafet 
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t_sta|e in the nation to require built-in child safety locks for all 
cs testing for newly manufactured 
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In a>8tate Where gun-relaied violetrce-tak&kjjo^livesjl^^ vphirip îCî XAf-n ĵ̂ p 
people of Maryland demanded this landmark gun safety legislation. And their government , 
answered the call. That is why I am here today. And why I^plaud^tlje w o r k j o f ^ o \ ^ ^ 
Glendening, the members of the state legislature, and all of areless effonvto keep guns^i>/^ 
off our streets and our children safe from violence. ^ 

JWith theŝ  "p "̂ "^'''^filirfi" Maryland builds on some of the strongest gun laws in the 
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limittfg^andgun sales to one per month.'̂ i%idwt joinai^ growing number of states ; 
country that are taking tough action to make guns safer and ta.^^^4^m qtir^^mc 
haad*r-̂  

Last year, California passed important legislation limiting handgun sales, and banning 
junk guns and assault weapons. Just last week, Massachusetts began enforcing tough 
consumer product safety rules for guns, banning junk guns and requiring trigger locks and 
other devices to prevent children from firing guns. And tomorrow, I am traveling to Colorado 
to support a citizen ballot initiative to close the gun show loophole and require background 
checks on all gun sak 

The steps Maryland, Massachusetts, California, the citizens of Colorajlo and others 
^"tit^'ii tiaiiitairrn underscorq t̂he need for commonse^ gun legislationlr tvery child in 
Ameriqa^sepes that same level of protection. Mc^^AyCongx^ cap paso ]^gj^S^lLi|g] 

every corner of our country. OmyCht^Sm LmlTm miifn^wfl to 
tylegisTation before the one-year anniversary of the Columbine tragedy on April 

20th!̂  Legislation that requires child safety locks, bans the importation of large ammunition 
clips, and closes the loophole that allows criminals to buy firearms at gun show. 

^^^y^^ver^j^y Congress waits to send me that bill, we lose 12 children - and nearly 90 
people ~ to gun violence in America. That is why we can not - and we must not ~ wait for 
every state to pass responsible gun legislation. Congress must follow the lead of: 
Maryland and ma^.pass«g>«f common sense gun legislation in \\\{\ ruirii iljif 

Of course, no law can prevent every death. But sensible gun laws do make a 
difference. The Brady Law is a perfect example of that. When we passed the Brady Bill, 
people argued that it wouldn't work because criminals don't buy guns at gun stores. It mrned 
out that many of them did. All told, since the Brady Bill took effect, we have stopped more 
than a half a million guns from falling into the hands of fugitives, felons^or stalkers - and gun 
crime is downjnore than 35 percent. jSlnce 1992, we have increased federal gun^msecuf 

/ l ^ n j i ^ ' i r A i m i l l l ' l l i l l 1 ' '̂ ntin^T'̂ r t" fo^'^fV"- n^^r^ccQry steps to k^pp gun rnme g f j p g 

d̂oTWTT̂ y new budget calls for the largest firearms enforcement initiative in history. We are 
also expanding ballistics training to help police officers catch more criminals, and we're taking 
steps to bar law enforcement officials from selling used weapons. And last month, we 
announced a landmark agreement with Smith and Wesson to cbsiJge for the better 
guns are manufactured, marketed and sold. / 

That agreemenUJidriot come easily. Nor did the Brady Law. Nor did the bill we're 
here to sign today. all know how (intr(;nchcd special intciC5t& arc, ailU huw tr-ying each 

Bat as Frederick Douglass, one qfthe great̂ citizens of Ma£yl^d once said. 
there is no struggle, there is no progress 
here in Maryland, btitthc ipcaiyigc' shoul 

T h i r & ^ t i S ^ r f e m'̂ ^ibTSfiger be located 
ring loBd-and clear in-WashiiigtUJl, 'PL. We dll 



rntiiTr pr?R^v^fli1 until r'-'miTT 
a t̂ep in the-richt direction 
thopooplc'3 house ... the WhiLclItimsc. 

;unuiiuii yertse gun legislsrion the law of the land/ Tudd)L!-& siginngls" 
It'a time tu biiiig thai same progress tiuiu y/ui Statu Iluuic to 

I look forward to seeing you all' these, when I 
sign national legislation that gives all Americans the same protections that the people of 
Maryland received today. Congratulations again, thank you, and God bless you. 



But every day Congress waits to send me that bill, we lose 12 children - and nearly 90 
people overall ~ to gun violence in America. That is why we can not - and we must not - wait 
for every state to pass responsible gun legislation. Congress must follow the lead of states like 
Maryland and pass national guns safety legislation without further delay 

Of course, no law can prevent every death. But sensible gun laws do make a difference. 
The Brady Law is a perfect example of that. When we passed the Brady Bill, people argued that 
it wouldn't work because criminals don't buy guns at gun stores. It turned out that many of them 
did. All told, since the Brady Bill took effect, we have stopped more than a half a million guns 
from falling into the hands of fugitives, felons, or stalkers - and gun crime is down more than 35 
percent. 

At the same time, we have stepped up our enforcement of gun crimes. Since 1992, we 
have increased federal gun prosecutions by 16 percent. And my new budget calls for the largest 
firearms enforcement initiative in history. We are also expanding ballistics training to help 
police officers catch more criminals, and we're taking steps to bar law enforcement officials 
from selling used weapons. And last month, we announced a landmark agreement with Smith 
and Wesson to change for the better the way guns are manufactured, marketed and sold. 

That agreement did not come easily. Nor did the Brady Law. Nor did the bill we're here 
to sign today. But as Frederick Douglass, one of the great citizens of Maryland once said, " I f 
there is no struggle, there is no progress." We succeeded in each case because courageous 
citizens and responsible leaders like you dared to put progress above partisanship, and the 
interests of the American people above the special interests. The nation's capitol may no longer 
be located here in Annapolis, but you have shown national leadership today. 

It is time to press ahead until common sense gun legislation is the law of the land. Thank 
you for inviting me to this State House for this momentous location. I look forward to seeing 
you all at the people's house, the White House, when I sign national legislation that gives all 
Americans the same protections that the people of Maryland received today. 

Congratulations again, thank you, and God bless you. 
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On the statTweU behind the stage arc approximately 75-80 children: 
_ 15 from Young Kids Against Violence, a youth group 

from Columbia, MD ages 5 to 12 that are organized 
against violence in our society. 
15 from Students Together Against Guns, a group of 
mostly high school students from LansdowneT̂ Saltimore ^ efl 
County). Maryland organized by Jessica Friatt. one of Jj^^^ 
the most articulate student advocates for the gun bill. J^lirT^^' 
13 students from the Park School (Baltimore City), 4 L 
who testified on behalf of the gun bill + 9 middle school 
students who worked on the bill as a project (-ifielttdfflE 
ViiwiL DLWtii'LJ'u-g<?n). 
20 students from Potomac High School (Montgomery 
County) who help with ̂ « the bill signings. 
Brian Hall, Legislative VP of MD Assoc. of Student 
Councils (recently featured in Washington Post), who 
also testified for the bill. 
Stephen Aro, who testified on behalf of the gun bill and 
operates an anti-gun website/f̂ '̂ '̂  cooĵ ^c 
15 students from Hebbville Elementary School who met 
with Lt Governor about gun violence and worked on the 
gun bill as a class project ^ O C ^ J ^ ^ ^ , ^ > 

The students will be wearing "Young Kids Against Violence" 
(gold shirts with black letters) or "Students Together Against Guns" red shirts 
with white letters) depending on their age. 

The students will remain seated during the speaking program, 
and standing during the signing ceremony. 
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Terry Edmonds 
04/10/2000 11:26:52 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Josluia S. Gottheimer/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject MD items from our weekly and last week's press statement 

FY! 
Forwarded by Terry EdmondsAWHO/EOP on 04/10/2000 11:26 AM • 

Leanne A. Shimabukuro 04/09/2000 02:08:47 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Teiry Edmonds/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject: MD itoms from our weekly and last week's press statement 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For immediate Rclciise April 4, 2000 

> 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Last night, the Maryland Legislature took an important step forward to address the 
problem ol min violence by passing commonsense gun legislation. I commend the Governor 
and tlie LeuiNlature lor their efforts to enact key gun safety measures that will, among other 
thing.s, reqtiiie built-in child safety locks on handguns, ballistics testing for newly 
maiiLiracturei. handguns to help solve more gun crimes, and safety training for handgun 
piirchiisers. 

Maryland joins a growing number of states across the country that are taking actions to 
make guns safer and to keep guns out of the wrong hands. The Congress should follow their 
lead and make passage of commonsense gun legislation its top priority. I challenge the 
Congress to enact gun safety legislation before the one-year anniversary of the Columbine 
trailedy on Ap\-\\ 20th. 
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SENATE BILL 211: RESPONSIBLE GUN SAFETY ACT OF 2000 
(As Amended) 

NEW PROVISIONS/ AMENDMENI..S 

PAGE 02 

Requires any new handguns sold in Maryland after October 1, 2000 to be sold with an external 
safety lock. 

Requires by January 1, 2003 (original bill required January 1, 2002) any new handguns sold in 
Maryland to be equipped with an integrated mechanical safety device to prevent children and other 
unauthorized users from firing the handgun. 

Increases the membership of the Handgun Roster Board from 9 to 11 members. The two additional 
members must be electrical or mechanical engineers. 

Requires the Handgun Roster Board to review the status of personalized handgun technology 
(original bill established a Commission on Personalized Handgun Technology) and submit an 
annual report to the Govemor and to the General Assembly beginning July 1, 2002.' 

Requires ballistics fingerprinting of shell casings from new handguns prior to sale (original bill 
also required projectiles). Fireann dealers will be required to collect and provide certain handgun 
identification information to the Maryland State Police. 

Requires the Maryland Police Training Commissjon to adopt regulations for a certified fireanns 
safety training course by January 1, 2001 and requires an applkant for a regulated firearms 
purchase, rental, or transfer made on or after January l, 2002 to complete a safety training course. 
An individual may take a course offered by the Commission or by a certified jndividual or 
organization (original bill did 11ot specify that the course was to be conducted by the Maryland 
Police Training Commission free of charge or by a certified individual or organization). 

RETAINED FROM THE ORIGINAL BILL 

Enhances existing gun laws and increases enforcement to protect children by placing a mandatory 
minimwn sentence of 5 years for the illegal possession of a firearm by a felon previously 
convicted for a violent crime or drug offense. This penalty is similar to the federal penalty used by 
·federal prosecutors in Project Disarm and Project Exile. 

Provides "CeaseFire" grant funds to enforce existing gun laws and innovative local law 
enforcement initiatives and programs, such as the Federal DISARM Program and Baltimore City's 
Fireanns Investigation and Violence Enforcement Unit. 

Prohibits any person who as a juvenile committed a violent delinquent act from possessing a 
handgun until age 30. 

Requires that all guns seized, confiscated and subject to forfeiture to or by any law enforcement 
agencies in the State be destroyed or be retained for official law enforcement use. 
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To: 

Fu# 

From; 

Subject: 

COMMENTS: 

FAX TRANSMISSION 
OFFICE OF 

LT. GOVERNOR KATHLEEN KENNEDY TOWNSEND 
State House, 100 State Circle 
Annap0lis, Maryland 21401 

(410) 974-2804 / 1 800 811-8336 
Fax: (410) 974-5882 

Josh Gottheimer Date: 4/10/00 

202A56-2505 Pages: _ 4 _ including cover sheet 

Adam Gelb, Policy Director 

Maryland Gun Bill Signing Speech 

Here is a summary of the bill, and a short list of Maryland Firsts. 
Still looking for clips from passage of our 1996 gun law; will send as soon a.s I can. 
Suggested remarks re Kathleen: 

PAGE 01 

"Under Kathleen's leadership, Maryland has become the model for innovations in our fight against 
crime. She knows the pain that guns can bring to our families and communities, and she has 
turned that knowledge into common sense reforms that have saved lives and made our 
communities safer. 

"She started the First state with a community service requirement for high school graduation. She 
made Maryland the first state to systematically target crime hotspots with a comprehensive 
strategy of enforcement and prevention~ and the first to put all criminal offenders into a system 
that uses both the carrot of treatment and the stick of drug testing to break the cycle of crime and 
addiction. She led the creation of the first statewide Office of Character Education, to help 
parents teach children honesty, fairness and respect for others. And, long before she became Lt. 
Governor, she began developing the Police Corps, a federally-funded college scholarship program 
for officers in the tradition of her family. The Maryland Police Corps is the largest program in the 
country, and like the Peace Corps her father and uncle championed 40 years ago, it calls upon a 
generation of young Americans to dedicate itself to building peace and security, right here at 
home. 

"Kathleen has literally redefined what it means to be a Lt. Governor. In fact, she has done more 
for Maryland as Lt. Governor than most Governors have done for their States." 

Thanks, Josh ... 
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\y every comer of our country. [That's why I've asked Congress to enact common sense gun 
^ safety legislation before the one-year anniversary of the Columbine tragedy on April 

20ttTr]Legislation that requires child safety locks, bans the importation of large 
ammunition clips, and closes the loophole that allows criminals to buy firearms at gun 
shows. 

But every day Congress waits to send me that bill, we lose 12 children - and 
neariy 90 people overall ~ to gun violence In America. That is why we can not - and 
we must not ~ wait for every state to pass responsible gun legislation. Congress must 
follow the lead of states like Maryland and pass national guns safetey legislation 
without further delay 

Of course, no law can prevent every death. But sensible gun laws do make a 
difference. The Brady Law is a perî ect example of that. When we passed the Brady 
Bill, people argued that It wouldn't work because criminals don't buy guns at gun stores. 
It turned out that many of them did. All told, since the Brady Bill took effect, we have 
stopped more than a half a million guns from falling Into the hands of fugitives, felons, ^^.^ 
or stalkers - and gun crime is down more than 35 percent. ^-S^IVO-^A^O 

At the same time, we have stepped up our enforcement o^-^Oficrimes. Since 
1992, we have increased federal gun prosecutions by 16 perc^t. And my new budget 
callsJoLihe largest firearms enforcement initiative In history, ̂ e are alsojexganding 
ballistics trainlng-to help police officers catch more criminals, and-wc<fetaklng stcfis'to 

V . -baHaw onforcement ciffirials frnm Rf.lling uood woapona: And last month, we N 
I p announced a landmark agreement with Smith and Wesson to change for the better the 

C -̂̂ ^̂ cAl̂ lway guns are manufactured, marketed and sold. 

That agreement did not come easily. Nor did the Brady Law. Nor did the bill. 
we're here to sign today. But as Frederick Douglass, one of the great citizens of 
Maryland once said, "If there is no struggle, there is no progress." We succeeded in 
each case because courageous citizens and responsible leaders like you dared to put 
the interests of the American people above the special interests. The nation's capitol 
may no longer be located here in Annapolis, but you have shown national leadership 
today. / 

It is time to press ahead until common sense gun legislation is the law of the / 
land. I look forward to seeing you all at the White House, when I sign national 
legislation that gives all Americans the same protections that the people of Ma^^nd 
received today. . 

( ,^AA 
Congratulations again, thank you, and God bless you. \ ^ ^lU'^ 



Across the country, o\hQr̂ avc follQjtjt̂ ^yQULlead -

and we're aslang otlTer i o j ^ us as well. 

Oi.̂  states aftd cities are sending a cjear messa_£e to 

Washington. The argument is over. Gun safety measures 

work, and do not interfere with the interests of ordinary 

hunters and sportspeople. ^ if s time for Congress to 

build on our proven success and pass common-sense 

national gun-safety legislation. I have asked Congress to 

finish ti e gun bill and send it to me by the anniversary of 

the Columbine tragedy, Aprjj_20th. That deadlinecan 

still bejnet. F^^^f^salcei>£gurjMdr^^ 

to stop llie delay and catch up with America. ^ 



enacl eonTincnjii:iisi.- giin-SMfalX-lijWS. Thi-̂ p hip-.irtis;-,in efforts only underscorehow 
oil I ()l'[OLicl he uun lobby and the Congre.ssional leadership have become in opposing real 
re I o mi. ^riu-.' also remind us that we need national legislation to keep guns out of the wrong 
hands in~5\' :i v slate. 

Of coarse, no law can prevent every gun death. But sensible gun laws do make a 
difleience. When we passed the Brady Bill, people argued that it wouldn't work because 
criminals dcii't buy guns at gun stores. It turned out that many or them did. Jusntris-week. 
wc i e ;̂(iU l̂-44eHirsT-crrnTu1^^ on the instant background check system we put in place 
undci- ihe ]',:..L\y l_aw - over the strong opposition of the NRA. The report shows that in its 
firsi year, ilu insiaiii check system stopped neariy 180,000 illegal gun sales - and 95% of all 
checks vvci ompleted in two hours or less. Al]_tolc[, since we passed the Brady Law in 
1993. we h- • c st()p|->ed more than a half a million Pirns from falling into the hands of fugitives, 
feloiisr^^TT-iikers - and gun crime is down more than 35 percent. 

Alio 1 cr argument you'll hear is that we have to enforce laws on the books. Well, the 
fact is. we : I Siuce 1992, we have increased federal gun prosecutions by 16%. And my 
new huduci calls for the largest firearms enforcement initiative in history. 

But I is absurd to say that we must do punishment and ignore prevenrion. We need 
boih. SLI|-)]' ) e I said (o you that I wanted to take all metal detectors out of airports, on the 
nutidii ihai ' ' 9 percent of the people who walk through them are law-abiding citizens who 
don i dcscr i to he inconvenienced. Suppose 1 said that instead of metal detectors, we should 
jiisi add 10 . ars to (he sentence the next time someone blows up an airplane. Unfortunately, 
thai is Ihe kii.d of destructive logic we are hearing from the NRA. 

The c pponents of reform havpnm^ojjjj^ sensible arguments - so now they^want to run 
oui iiv.-"? îT^7 -̂̂ —'-an'̂  1'"̂  < 'QiT̂ 7̂mr.<:enafnrs and Representative in Congi^ss. Let 
them know ii.at we can't wait for action when a dozen children are dying from gunfire every 
day. I .cl l i ! : ii know lhat you want .sensible gun-safety legislation by the anniversary of the 
Coluiiihiiic I igedy. Lei ihem hear your voice. Thanks for listening. 

# # # 
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Goo 1 morning. Today, I want to report to you on our efforts, and those of many 
others, to r. c uce the staggering toll of gun violence in America. And 1 want to implore you to 
make our d ii iocracy work, by making your voice heard in this critical narional debate. 

A nij.ith from now, Littleton, Colorado, will mark the one-year anniversary of the 
shooting spite that horrified an entire nation. 1 have met with the parents of smdents who 
were killed liiat day - as with the parents of six-year-old Kayla Rolland and other young 
schoolchildren lost forever to senseless gunfire. So many of the grieving parents have made 
the same pK;; : Î lease - make it harder for criminals and children to get their hands on guns. 

Lasi \ car. witii a tie-breaking vote by Vice President Gore, the Senate passed a bill that 
would go a I' ng way toward answering that plea - by requiring child safety locks, banning the 
imporiatioii ( f large ammunition clips, and closing the loophole that allows criminals to buy 
firearms al in shows. Unfortunately, the House passed much weaker legislarion. Even more 
disturbing, i ore than eight months have gone by and the Congress has taken almost no action 
to complelc ; bill. 

Bui 1 is week there were some signs of progress. House members from both parties 
voicd on W: inesday to push Congressional negotiators to meet and begin to resolve their 
differences ) \ this crucial legislation. This vote was a modest measure, but it sent a big 
message. ;i said lo Republican leaders: If you want to oppose gun-safety legislation, then 
staiul up an 1 ;ay so. But don't kill this bill with stall tactics. It's time for a public debate. It' 
s liinc for ;!: ion. 

All ; ^ ross the nation, the same message is coming through loud and clear, FrortL 
Colorado lo \4arylaiid to New York, Governors and leaders from both parties are moving to 



Good morning. Before I begin, I want to welcome 

today's news that another state has stepped forward with 

commonsense gun safety initiatives. Last year, California 

passed e ome of the strongest gun laws in the country -

banning Junk guns, limiting handgun sales to one per 

month, and broadly banning assault weapons. Since then, 

we have seen a groundswell of similar state actions across 

the country. Toa^y, Massachusetts begins enforcing 

tough consumer product safety rules for guns, banning 

junk guns and requiring trigger locks and other devices to 

prevent children froiTifinng_guns. As we speak, the 

Maryland state legislature is considering a bill requiring 

all new handguns sold there to be equipped with child 

safety locks. 
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Ack: Gov. Glendening; Lt. Gov. Kennedv-Tov^/nsend [her deep personal 
commitment to common sense gun reform have made a difference in Maryland]; 
Secretary of State John Willis; House Speaker Casper Taylor. 

It Is fitting that we are gathered here today, in our nation's oldest functioning 
state house, where progress has been the standard since our forebears walked these 
halls more than 200 years ago. This State House was the site of the ratification of the 
Treaty of Paris, which officially put an end to the Revolutionary War, and marked the 
birth of our new nation. We are here today to announce a victory in our effort to end 
another war our ongoing struggle to reduce the staggering toll of gun violence in 
America. The Maryland legislature made history again last week when you became the 
first state In the nation tofoqyi^ built-inghtfAafety locks for all new handguns - and 
enacted other common ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The people of Maryland demanded this landmark gun safety legislation. And 
their government answered the call. That is why I am here today. And why I applaud 
the work of Governor Glendening, the members of the state legislature, and all of you. 
You have set an example for our nation by your efforts to keep guns off our streets and 
our children safe from violence. 

Maryland Is not a newcomer to this movement. This State has already banned 
assault weapons andge^handguns known as Saturday Night Specials. You have 
already limited handgun sales to one per month. With this new law, you join a growing 
number of states across the country that are taking decisive action to make guns safer 
and to save lives. uflP^^fcaT 

X ^ \/-fcnrtyear. CaliforBja-passed importantlegislatiorVlimiting handgun sale<and 
/ . f a n n i n g junk guns and^fsault weapons. Just last week, Massachusetts began 

f enforcing tough consumer product safety rules for guns, banning junk guns and 
' requiring trigger locks and other devices to prevent children from firing guns. And 

\ tomorrow, I am traveling to Colorado to support a citizen ballot initiative to close the gun 
show loophole and require background checks on all gun sales. 

I am encouraged by the steps these states are taking. They underscore the 
-pC neeafor common sense gun legislation. But every child in America deserves that same 

level of protection. And only Congress can pass legislation that protects every child in 



I will k visilifig Colofado-next̂ weekrto support a citizen 

ballot initiative to close the gun show loophole and 

require background checks on all gun sales, .̂ îdj 

encQurageothers tofollow the path these states have set. 

. . . . 

T^^^rw©eks^o, my Administration announced a 

landmark agreement with Smith and Wesson to change 

for the l)etter the way guns are manufactured, marketed 

and sole . Al̂ ^ îSy^JO^CallfbrQî ^ 

including yĉ Hr neiĝ î or̂ n̂-MateoJCeunt}̂ — 
pledged, wHen they buy JnsTorThetF^eliee^rces, 

to support maniifactiirers who adopt high standards for 

gun sal id dealer rW)onsibility, 
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Ack: Gov. Glendening; Lt. Gov. Kennedy-Townsend [her deep personal commitment to 
common sense gun reform have made a difference in Maryland]; Secretary of State John Willis; 
House Speaker Casper Taylor. 

It is fitting that we are gathered here today, in our nation's oldest functioning state house, 
where progress has been the standard since our forebears walked these halls more than 200 years 
ago. This State House was the site of the ratification of the Treaty of Paris, which officially put 
an end to the Revolutionary War, and marked the birth of our new nation. We are here today to 
announce a victory in our effort to end another war ~ our ongoing struggle to reduce the 
staggering toll of gun violence in America. The Maryland legislature made history again last 
week when you became the first state in the nation to require built-in child safety locks for all 
new handguns - and enacted other common sense gun safety measures. 

The people of Maryland demanded this landmark gun safety legislation. And their 
government answered the call. That is why I am here today. And why I applaud the work of 
Governor Glendening, the members of the state legislature, and all of you. You have set an 
example for our nation by your efforts to keep guns off our streets and our children safe from 
violence. 

Maryland is not a newcomer to this movement. This State has already banned assault 
weapons and cheap handguns known as Saturday Night Specials. You have already limited 
handgun sales to one per month. With this new law, you join a growing number of states across 
the country that are taking decisive action to make guns safer and to save lives. 

Last year, California passed important legislation limiting handgun sales, and banning 
junk guns and assault weapons. Just last week, Massachusetts began enforcing tough consumer 
product safety rules for guns, banning junk guns and requiring trigger locks and other devices to 
prevent children from firing guns. And tomorrow, 1 am traveling to Colorado to support a citizen 
ballot initiative to close the gun show loophole and require background checks on all gun sales. 

I am encouraged by the steps these states are taking. They underscore the need for 
common sense gun legislation. But every child in America deserves that same level of 
protection. And only Congress can pass legislation that protects every child in every corner of 
our country. That's why I've asked Congress to enact common sense gun safety legislation 
before the one-year anniversary of the Columbine tragedy on April 20th. Legislation that 
requires child safety locks, bans the importation of large ammunition clips, and closes the 
loophole that allows criminals to buy firearms at gun shows. 
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LENGTH: 947 words 

HEADLINE: Md. Votes Built-in Locks for Handguns; NRA Fails to Block Glendening Package 

BYLINE: Daniel LeDuc , Wash ing ton Post Staff Writer 

BODY: 

Jhe House of Delegates voted last night to make Mary land the first state in the nation to require 
uilt-in locks for all new handguns, handing Gov. Parris N. Glendening a major political victory and, 

advocates said, giving national gun control efforts a significant boost. 

The 83 to 57 vote at 9:46 p.m. came after nearly three hours of debate, with gun enthusiasts 
packing the gallery to cheer and applaud legislators who attacked the proposal. 

The Senate passed the legislation Friday, and Glendening (D) said he will sign it soon. Beginning Oct. 
1, all new handguns sold in the state would have to come with separate trigger locks, and after Jan. 
1, 2003, all new handguns would have to have a built-in lock. 

"It's a very significant step forward for public safety," said Joseph Sudbay, political director of the 
advocacy group Handgun Control. "It once again puts Mary land in the forefront." 

Approval of the legislation darkened a day already made gloomy for groups defending gun 
ownership. New consumer safety rules that took effect in Massachusetts ban cheap handguns, 
mandate that serial numbers be made more difficult to alter, require safety warnings on handguns, 
and require that those guns be equipped with locks designed to prevent unauthorized use. [Details, 
Page A15.] 

Mary land lawmakers approved the requirements for handguns despite some misgivings about some 
aspects of the legislation, including questions about whether it would force the opening of sealed 
juvenile criminal records and whether the language of the proposal, which had been hastily rewritten 
in the Senate, actually mandated the built-in locks. Some gun control proponents argued that a 
simple safety, now found on many handguns, could meet the requirements of the bill. 

he National Rifle Association's Mary land lobbyist, Greg Costa, said that "this bill is so poorly written 
that there's debate among even gun control advocates who say it doesn't do what they want it to do. 
[Glendening] doesn't want to do it right. He wants a photo opportunity with President Clinton." 
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Mary land already has enacted bans on assault weapons and cheap handguns known as Saturday 
night specials. In Glendening's first term, the legislature responded to his urging by limiting people to 
a single handgun purchase per month. 

This year, Glendening originally proposed mandating that only high-tech, personalized handguns be 
sold in the state, but he could not generate the necessary political support. Gun owners, led by the 
NRA, argued that the technology isn't feasible. 

In a last-ditch effort to derail the legislation, opponents tried last night to amend it to include police 
officers, who are exempt from the new requirements. When that failed, they tried to get exceptions 
to the mandates for armored car guards and people with physical disabilities who might have trouble 
manipulating locks. 

"How in the world are they supposed to be able to defend themselves when this kicks in?" said Del. 
George W. Owings I I I (D-Calvert). 

Those efforts failed, too. Supporters and opponents split primarily along geographic lines, with 
lawmakers from the Washington suburbs and Baltimore favoring the proposal and rural legislators 
voting against it. 

Over the past four days, the NRA paid for a wave of television commercials that blanketed the state 
urging lawmakers not to vote for the measure. But Glendening said the effort backfired, gaining votes 
for the proposal among House members. 

"Gun manufacturers can make safer guns , and they should be required to make safer guns . That's 
the substantive message. The political message is that the NRA is on the wrong side," said 
Glendening, who took a congratulatory call from the president a half-hour after last night's vote. 

• 

lendening's proposal also would require firearm manufacturers to a provide Mary land police with a 
hell casing from each handgun sold in the state to help trace weapons used in crime. It would set 

minimum five-year sentences for some gun violations, require gun buyers to take two hours of 
safety training and prevent anyone convicted of a violent crime as a juvenile from owning a handgun 
until age 30. 

Mary land 's new restrictions come as other states also consider new control measures. 

New Jersey's Republican Senate President Donald DiFrancesco proposed last week mandating 
personalized smart guns for that state. At least three western states are planning ant i -gun 
referendums this year. 

Those actions follow an agreement announced two weeks ago by the nation's largest handgun 
manufacturer. Smith & Wesson, and the federal government. Smith & Wesson said it will begin 
installing built-in locks on its new handguns within two years and market a personalized smart gun 
within three. 

Advocates of more stringent restrictions on guns said the legislative initiatives, including 
Mary land 's , are a sign of a national change in attitude. They said that while the public has always 
longed for more restrictions on guns , the shootings at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo., in 
Michigan and elsewhere finally have pushed action. 

"You build and build and build greater amounts of evidence, and then finally you get to the tipping 
point and bam, change comes very rapidly," said Stephen Teret, director of the Center for Gun Policy 
and Research at Johns Hopkins University. "I think we've come to the tipping point." 

Handgun Control's Sudbay said that as the various states begin to line up, it could eventually force 
meaningful gun control from Congress. He noted that assault weapons bans and the Brady Bill first 
were enacted in state legislatures before gaining approval in Washington. 
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bill signing the day before, this event will demonstrate the widespread public support for common sense 
gun safety legislation. 

Wednesday, April 12 - MSNBC Town Hall Meeting, Denver, CO: 
While in Colorado, you will participate in an MSNBC town hall on gun violence entitled, "Up in Arms: 
What Should Americans Do?" The forum will be moderated by Tom Brokaw and take place at the 
University of Denver. The town hall provides you with another opportunity to communicate to the 
American people how important it is for Congress to pass the common sense measures stalled in 
conference committee. 

Thursday, April 13 - Address ASNE Convention, DC: 
We are working with the Press Office, the Chief of Staff s Office and the policy offices to develop a 
strong message strategy for your address at the ASNE Convention. We are currently discussing various 
options including privacy. 

Friday, April 14 - Address Education Writers Conference, Atlanta, GA: 
We are working with the Press Office, DPC and others to prepare for your address to the Education 
Writers Association conference in Atlanta, Georgia. At this conference, you will unveil a new 
Department of Education report detailing the tremendous progress made by your Administration on 
school reform. You will highlight Administration accomplishments in the areas of early childhood and 
higher education, but will primarily focus on the progress made in K- 12. To demonstrate your continued 
commitment to further school reform, you will announce your May "Education Tour." This event, which 
will be attended by hundreds of education reporters, will generate significant coverage of your education 
message and leadership in regional media markets across the country. Coverage of this conference will 
likely highlight your education agenda in the context of the 2000 elections. 

Friday, April 14 - Tape Radio Address: 
Given the upcoming anniversary of the Columbine tragedy, we are planning for next week's radib address 
to focus on your leadership in taking action to curb youth violence. 

Siturday, April 15 - Earth Day Event: 
W the policy process is complete, we are planning a major event in Northern California on Ap/il 15 to 
announce that you are taking action on USDA's recommendation to use the Antiquities Act to protect one 
of America's most historic natural treasures, the Sequoia National Forest. In advance of E ^ h Day, this 
event will demonstrate your leadership in protecting our natural treasures for futurejgnefations and also 
;ymbolize the progress and remaining challenges of a 30-year effort to protect otffheahh and 

environment. 
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Program: Senate President Mike Miller 
Speaker Casper Taylor 
Lt. Governor Kathleen Kennedy-Townsend 
Governor Parris Glendening 
POTUS 

In his remarks, POTUS will refer to the pen he brought 
with him from the White House. Glendening will sign the 

bill with the pen and hand it back to the President. 
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Fin~t. '5i1J9~r re·Hn~ry in the U.S. ~t~li'.r-t.esdi in Baltimon~ in 17134·. 

I 
~irst m~tallic ~riti~g pens made in ~eltkmore in 1810. 

. i 
First ~leY~tor ope~~t~d by mechanical po~er i~vent~d and 
rnal"\Lt.f.,c:t~tr'Ed in fitllltirnon~ in 1956. ! 

i 
First ~hole~a1• icu 
~il~ de~l~r, who in 
1,,1,ii;irig '&l.lr"fllUG Milk. 

cr·.eam dt~~ler was Jac:\:;Jb Fu'5sel gf B£lltimcr~, .a 
1951 st.~ted m~king rce ~ream ~s a ~e~ns Qf 
Co~te ~Q.60 per Qu~~t. 

i 
First elgetri~ ~arlin9 in ~he U.S. cp~ra~~d betwsen aaltimore and 
H~mpden, 1995, ( 

I 

Fir$t buildi~g i" Ameri~a e~preesly b~il~ ~s ~ v.M.C.A. w~~ 
erec~ed in •altimora in 1esq. ! 

Fir•t outdoor ~olo g~me pl~cyed At nigh~ was held July 2, 1~31, 
in B~ltirndre. i 

i 
~n Amcric;e. Na~ built in An/na.poli::i in 

I 
' 

1751. 

F~r$t st~~m-po~ored rQilro~d in Ame~ica jbeg~n op~ration from 
Balti~or~ in 1930. i 

; 
I 

F'ir.-•t. deme1nd .f.or woman's suffr~ge i11 th~ New "1orld z;;.a.me ofrcim 
Mistress M$~garet Brtin~, St. Mar~·s Cit~, 1647. 

' i 
Tl"le Ms.ryl.and State Ho~lse. be9:...1n in 1?72.I is the i;:ilde~t .c~~:!t,;\l 
building in t~e United 5t3te~·still in ~egislative use. 
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