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Rep. Sandlin Dinner 3/12/99 

Rep. Max Sandlin; Sen. Daschle; Rep . 
Marion Berry; fmr. Rep. Beryl Anthony; 
Rep. Martin Frost (who couldn't be here, 
broken ankle); State Chair Molly Beth 
Malcolm, husband Bruce; fmr. TX 
Comptroller John Sharp; fmr. TX Treasurer 
Martha Whitehead, husband Laughton; Host 
Committee mbrs.; Truman and Anita Arnold 
(hosts, owners); Leslie Howell Sandlin 
(wife) and family -- Hillary, Trey, Emily, 
Christian; Danny Maxie Band 

I'm happy to be here to support Rep. Max 
Sandlin for re-election to Congress-- to keep 
fighting for AK. 

Sandlin is committed to: 
- Education -- class size, 

construction, accountability 
- Healthcare Reform -- PBOR 
- Protecting Soc Sec/Medicare 

• 1992: New Dir, old values: op,resp,com 

• Results: $290B def=D$70B surp. Longst 
peacetime exp, unempl lwst/1957. 30 yr 
crime, 30-Welf (cut in Y2); 32-Infl; record 

· home ownership. College opp: HOPE, Pell, 
work-study.Child health: SM, highest immun 
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Arkansas State Party Dinner, 3/13/99 

Sens. Pryor. Lincoln. Bumpei 
Reps. Snyder B€0}^ Sec. Slat̂  
local elected ^ ^ ) A R St. Dem Chr. Vaughn 
McOuary: Mack McLarty: Skip Rutherford 

• I'm happy to be here to pay tribute to my 
good friend of 25 years, Sen. Dale Bumpers. 

W 

After I became PresidentJ^fi^^jnake sure 
afLdidn!!:gct qi>ig 'hoad^alg^ent around 
ashington introducing nfelcTpeople as the 

second-best Governor Arkansas ever had. 

• In 1974, Dalg/nd I were on the ballot 
together --"Butas the one who lost. It's a 
good thing, too. If I had won, I would have 
gone to Congress and most likely never 
become President. 

• Dale has been an inspiration to me since he 
fifSTrah for Governor in 1970. He has 
pushed for reform of natural resource laws, 
and stood up for the welfare of our children^ 
ancfWm€ future of America. He has always 
tried to build bridges to tomorrow over the 
fears ^^ îgnorance and conflicts of today. 

• On Dale's last official visit to the White 
House, 1 signed legislatio^^ignating Little 
Rock Central High SchooMn historic site. It 
was a milestone on the long march toward 
justice and equality, and Dale led the way. 



• Aging of 21st C America 
Save Soc Sec - 1st Priority- 62% surplus/15 
yrs (2055); work towards 75 yrs (2075) 
Medicare 15%'̂ 2020. Reform/prescr drugs 
USA Accounts 12% surpl for tax relief 
Pay Down Debt - cut debt 2/3, lowest level 
publicly held debt since 1917 
Targeted Tax Cuts - Long term, child care 

• 21st Century Schools 
Class Size-IOOK new tchrs. School 
modernization. Computers in Classrooms. 
Now, Education Accountability Act: Social 
Promotion/after school (3x); turn round 
failing schools; trained teachers; discipline; 
parent accountability 

• Strengthen Families 
Child care $2B; PBOR: FMLA ~ extend 
1OM; Equal Pay for Equal Work 

• 21st Century Economy 
New Markets ~ $15B jobs in inner-cities 
Expand Trade - freer & fairer trade 

• Crime Bill II 
Guns: Brady ^juveniles; restore 5day wait 
50K+ police; drug testing prisoners/parolees 

• Enviro livability/lands legacy 

• One America - AmeriCorps, CFR, ENDA 
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Rep. Sandiin Dinner 3/12/99 

Sen. Daschis; Rep. Berry: Rep. Anthony: 
Rep. Frost (not attend, broken ankle); state & 
local elected officials; State Chair Molly 
Beth Malcolm: Hosts: Truman and Anita 
Arnold and other Comm mbrs.; Leslie 
Howell Sandiin (wife) and family; 
Entertainment: Danny Maxie Band 

I'm happy to be here to support Rep. Max 
Sandiin for re-election to Congress. 

Sandiin is committed to: 
- Education ~ class size, 

construction, accountability 
- Healthcare Reform - PBOR 
- Protecting Soc Sec/Medicare 

• 1992: New Dir, old values: op,resp,com 

• Results: $290B def=D$70B surp. Longst 
peacetime exp, unempl lwst/1957. 30 yr 
crime, 30-Welf (cut in Y2); 32-Infl; record 
home ownership. College opp: HOPE, Pell, 
work-studv.Child health: 5M, highest immun 

America working again. But can't let 
prosperity lull us into complacency. Meet 
responsibility to 21st Century. 



• Aging of 21st C America 
Save Soc Sec - 1 st Priority- 62% surplus/15 
yrs (2055); work towards 75 yrs (2075) 
Medicare 15%^2020. Reform/prescr drugs 
USA Accounts 12% surpl for tax relief 
Pay Down Debt - cut debt 2/3, lowest level 
publicly held debt since 1917 
Targeted Tax Cuts - Long term, child care 

• 21st Century Schools - Class Size-IOOK 
new tchrs. School modernization. 
Computers in Classrooms. Now, Education 
Accountability Act: Social Promotion/after 
school (3x); turn round failing schools; 
trained tchrs; discipline; parents accountable 

• Strengthen Families 
Child care $2B; PBOR: FMLA ~ extend 
lOM; Equal Pay for Equal Work 

• 21st Century Economy 
New Markets - $15B jobs in inner-cities 
Expand Trade - freer & fairer trade 

• Crime Bill II 
Guns: Brady =4> juveniles; restore 5day wait; 
50K+ police; drug testing prisoners/parolees 

• Enviro livability/lands legacy 

• One America - AmeriCorps, CFR, ENDA 



Rep. Sandiin Reception 3/12/99 

Judge Ed Miller (co-host); State Chair Molly 
Beth Malcolm: John Rafielli: Leslie Sandiin 
(Max's wife); Host Comm & local elected 
officials. 

I'm happy to be here to support Rep. Max 
Sandiin for re-election to Congress- to keep 
fighting for AK. 

Sandiin is committed to: 
- Education ~ class size, 

construction, accountability 
- Healthcare Reform - PBOR 
- Protecting Soc Sec/Medicare 

• 1992: New Dir, old values: op,resp,com 

• Results: $290B def=l>$70B surp. Longst 
peacetime exp, unempl lwst/1957. 30 yr 
crime, 30-Welf (cut in 'A); 32-Infl; record 
home ownership. College opp: HOPE, Pell, 
work-study.Child health: 5M, highest immun 

America working again. But can't let 
prosperity lull us into complacency. Meet 
responsibility to 21st Century. 



• We oweJiktran enormous debt of gratitude 
for nearly five decades of courageous, caring 
public service to Arkansas and America, 
including his service as Governor and the 
9,477 votes he cast in the U.S. Senate. 
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America working again. But can't let 
prosperity lull us into complacency. Meet 
responsibility to 21st Century. 

• Aging of 21st C America 
Save Soc Sec - 1 st Priority- 62% surplus/15 
yrs (2055); work towards 75 yrs (2075) 
Medicare 15%^2020. Reform/prescr drugs 
USA Accounts 12% surpl for tax relief 
Pay Down Debt - cut debt 2/3, lowest level 
publicly held debt since 1917 
Targeted Tax Cuts - Long term, child care 



• 21st Century Schools - Class Size-IOOK 
new tchrs. School modernization. 
Computers in Classrooms. Now, Education 
Accountability Act: Social Promotion/after 
school (3x); turn round failing schools; 
trained tchrs; discipline; parents accountable- ^ 

• Strengthen Families 
Child care $2B; PBOR: FMLA - extend 
1 OM; Equal Pay for Equal Work 

• 21st Century Economy 
New Markets — $15B jobs in irmer-cities 
Expand Trade — freer & fairer trade 

• Crime Bill II 
Guns: Brady juveniles; restore 5day wait; 
50K+ police; drug testing prisoners/parolees 

• Enviro livability/lands legacy 

i • One America - AmeriCorps, CFR, ENDA 
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Sen. Daschle: Rep. Berry: Rep. Anthony: 
Rep. Frost (not attend, broken ankle); state & 
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Arnold atKtoIH&isQomm mbrs.; Leslie 
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America working again. But can't let 
prosperity lull us into complacency. Meet 
responsibility to 21st Century. 



• Aging of 21st C America 
Save Soc Sec — 1st Priority- 62% surplus/15 
yrs (2055); work towards 75 yrs (2075) 
Medicare 15%=i>2020. Reform/prescr drugs 
USA Accounts \2% surpl for tax relief 
Pay Down Debt - cut debt 2/3, lowest level 
publicly held debt since 1917 
Targeted Tax Cuts - Long term, child care 

• 21st Century Schools 
Class Size-IOOK new tchrs. School 
modernization. Computers in Classrooms. 
Now, Education Accountability Act: Social 
Promotion/after school (3x); turn round 
failing schools; trained teachers; discipline; 
parent accountability 

• Strengthen Families 
Child care $2B; PBOR: FMLA - extend 
1 OM; Equal Pay for Equal Work 

• 21st Century Economy 
New Markets — $15B jobs in inner-cities 
Expand Trade — freer & fairer trade 

• Crime Bill II 
Guns: Brady •=£> juveniles; restore 5day wait 
50K+ police; drug testing prisoners/parolees 

• Enviro livability/lands legacy 

• One America - AmeriCorps, CFR, ENDA 
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Judge Ed Miller (co-host); State Chair Molly 
Beth Malcolm: John Rafielli: Leslie Sandiin 
(Max's wife); Host Comm & local elected 
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I'm happy to be here to support Rep. Max 
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• Aging of 21st C America 
Save Soc Sec — 1 st Priority- 62% surplus/15 
yrs (2055); work towards 75 yrs (2075) 
Medicare 15%=i>2020. Reform/prescr drugs 
USA Accounts 12% surpl for tax relief 
Pay Down Debt - cut debt 2/3, lowest level 
publicly held debt since 1917 
Targeted Tax Cuts - Long term, child care 

• 21st Century Schools - Class Size-IOOK 
new tchrs. School modernization. 
Computers in Classrooms. Now, Education 
Accountability Act: Social Promotion/after 
school (3x); turn round failing schools; 
trained tchrs; discipline; parent̂  accountable 

Strengthen Families 
Child care $2B; PBOR: FMLA -
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• 21st Century Economy 
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• Crime Bill II 
Guns: Brady juveniles; restore 5day wait; 
50K+ police; drug testing pris6ners/parolees 

• Enviro livability/lands legacy 

• One America - AmeriConbs, CFR, ENDA 



http://www.pub.whitehouse.gov/uri-.../oma.eop.gov.us/1998/12/9/1 .te.xt. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Of f i c e of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release December 8, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT PEACE LINKS "PEACE ON EARTH" GALA 
HONORING DALE AND BETTY BUMPERS 

Cap i t a l H i l t o n Hotel 
Washington. D.C. 

:36 P.M. EST 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Ladies and gentlemen, H i l l a r y began 
by saying t h i s was a b i t t e r s w e e t moment f o r us, and indeed i t i s . 
Nonetheless, I do want t o thank a l l of you f o r making i t possible. I 
thank Joan Baker, Deba Leach and a l l the Peace Link f o l k s . I thank 
our good f r i e n d , Reverend Wogaman, f o r praying over us. God knows we 
need i t . I thank my f r i e n d , Peter Duchen, f o r being here and f o r 
p l a y i n g . 

And I want t o thank Alan Simpson f o r destroying a l l the 
stereotypes t h a t we Democrats l i k e t o have about Republicans. 
(Laughter.) He's t a l l and funny. (Laughter and applause.) And, as 
you know, he has f i n a l l y destroyed the myth t h a t Harvard i s an 
e l i t i s t i n s t i t u t i o n . (Laughter.) And maybe even t h a t i t ' s an e l i t e 
i n s t i t u t i o n . 

I thank Ann Bingaman f o r her wonderful remarks, and a l l 
the members of the Senate, the d i p l o m a t i c corps, and others who are 
here t o n i g h t ; and our wonderful f r i e n d s , David and Barbara Pryor, f o r 
being here. 

You know, the s i x of us -- we three couples -- we've 
been together a long time. I met David Pryor when he was running f o r 
Congress i n 1976. I voted f o r Dale Bumpers when he ran f o r governor 
the f i r s t time, i n 1970. We were a l l on the b a l l o t i n 1974 and I was 
the only one t h a t l o s t . (Laughter.) And — i t ' s a good t h i n g , I 
could have — i f I had won, I'd have gone t o Congress, been i n f e c t e d 
by people l i k e Simpson, and never become President. (Laughter.) 

But over these l a s t more than 20 years now, we've been 
together on countless occasions. When we were a l l i n p u b l i c o f f i c e 
-- when I was governor and they were our senators, we d i d a l l those 
parades t h a t David t a l k e d about. We d i d countless toasts and roasts. 
We even crashed i n a plane together once, nearly made every other 
p o l i t i c i a n i n Arkansas e c s t a t i c a l l at one time -- we opened a l l the 
jobs at once. (Laughter). But we walked away from i t . 

We've borrowed each other's s t o r i e s m e r c i l e s s l y -- then 
I became President and they said i t wasn't p r e s i d e n t i a l f o r me to 
t e l l jokes, so I had t o stop. I wish I had a n i c k e l f o r every time 
Dale Bumpers has c a l l e d me and said, "Now, t e l l me tha t joke 
one more time." (Laughter.) And I'd get halfway through the 
joke and he'd remember i t , and remember the punchline and s t a r t 
laughing -- I could j u s t hear the tears r o l l i n g down his cheeks, 
he'd laugh so much. 

This would be a b e t t e r place i f we had more people who 
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laugh l i k e t h a t . This would be a stronger n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l i f we 
had more people l i k e Alan Simpson and Dale Bumpers and David 
Pryor t h a t could t e l l these s t o r i e s and reach across p a r t y l i n e s . 
(Applause). 

You know, Betty and Dale were rais e d i n a t r a d i t i o n i n 
Arkansas -- a l i t t l e town i n western Arkansas where, i f you took 
y o u r s e l f too s e r i o u s l y , you were d e f l a t e d q u i c k l y . And people 
knew about you, a l l about you. And they loved you anyway. I t ' s 
easy to get away from t h a t , the more distance you get from r e a l 
l i f e i n t h i s business. So I have to t e l l you t h a t one of the 
things t h a t I am most g r a t e f u l t o both of them f o r i s remaining 
r e a l people i n every way, throughout a l l these years -- the 
laughter, the t e a r s ; the drama, the str u g g l e s ; r e a l f l e s h and 
blood, p a t r i o t i c , wonderful human beings. I t means a l o t , and 
more every passing day. 

I thank Betty f o r her v i s i o n . We've made a l o t of fun 
of a l l the things she's done w i t h Peace Links, but i f you t h i n k 
about i t , i t ' s a t r u l y astonishing t h i n g . I t proves, r e a l l y , 
that there i s such a t h i n g as c i t i z e n empowerment. And one 
person w i t h v i s i o n and enough people, l i k e Ann, ready t o be 
dragooned i n t o service, can change the course of h i s t o r y . 

Think about what we're discussing today. Today we're 
impatient because the Russians haven't r a t i f i e d the START I I 
t r e a t y , so we can negotiate another t r e a t y , so we can 
d r a m a t i c a l l y slash our nuclear arsenals f u r t h e r . And when we do, 
i t s t i l l won't be enough to s u i t Betty, but i t w i l l be p a r t l y 
because she has been pushing us a l l t h i s time, and a l l the other 
Peace Links members. (Applause.) 

I want t o thank Betty f o r something else too: t h a t she 
and Dale pioneered t h i s whole business of immunizing our 
c h i l d r e n . Last n i g h t we had a Christmas p a r t y at the White 
House, Betty, and I thought about you, because a young, handsome 
man came through the l i n e and shook hands w i t h H i l l a r y and me and 
he said -- he looked at us and he said, I want you t o know, f o r 
the l a s t three years, I have run your immunization program. And 
i t ' s been the proudest experience of my l i f e . 

He said. We've gotten tens of thousands of volunteers 
a l l across America and, f o r the f i r s t time i n our h i s t o r y , we've 
got over 90 percent of our c h i l d r e n immunized, and a l l these kids 
are going t o l i v e t h a t would not have l i v e d -- t h e y ' l l be normal, 
and would not have had normal l i v e s before. And you were the 
f i r s t person t h a t s e n s i t i z e d me t o t h a t issue. And I thank you 
fo r t h a t and I hope you're proud of t h a t achievement f o r your 
country. (Applause.) 

I want t o say j u s t a word about Dale. I have to 
f o r g i v e him, f o r one t h i n g -- I'm i n t h i s s o r t of forgiveness 
mode. (Laughter.) Dale Bumpers never f a i l s t o introduce me and 
David Pryor as the second best governors Arkansas ever had. 
(Laughter.) And I f o r g i v e him because i t ' s probably t r u e . 

He was an i n s p i r a t i o n t o David and me, as David said. 
And as I look back on his long p u b l i c career, i n c l u d i n g his 
service as governor and the 9,447 votes he cast i n the United 
States Senate, votes f o r energy conservation, votes t o preserve 
the ozone layer -- people used to make fun of Dale Bumpers about 
the ozone la y e r , the way they used t o make fun of Betty about 
Peace Links. Two days ago I got a report on the hole i n the 
ozone over the South Pole; i t ' s the biggest i t has ever been and 
i t s d u r a t i o n i s longer than any we've ever measured. And we have 
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at l e a s t made some progress on i t because he s t a r t e d g r i p i n g 
about i t so long ago. 

He stood up f o r reform of our laws on n a t u r a l resources 
and he got some things done, and we d i d n ' t get everything we 
wanted t o do done because there were too many people l i k e Simpson 
stopping us, but -- (laughter) -- e v e n t u a l l y w e ' l l get i t done. 

He stood up f o r the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the United States, 
f o r the welfare of our c h i l d r e n , f o r the f u t u r e of America. In 
his own way, j u s t as Betty d i d i n Peace Links, he was always 
t r y i n g t o b u i l d bridges t o tomorrow over the fears and ignorance 
and c o n f l i c t s of today. Always t r y i n g t o b r i n g out the best. 

And I was s i t t i n g here looking at David and Barbara and 
Betty and Dale, and I was t h i n k i n g , i t does not take long t o l i v e 
a l i f e . Time passes q u i c k l y . And a l l we can do i s make the most 
of every day God gives us. I t h i n k t h a t my days have been 
r i c h e r , and I know t h a t H i l l a r y ' s have, and I believe our p u b l i c 
service has been b e t t e r because very e a r l y on we met, came to 
know, love, admire and l e a r n from Dale and Betty Bumpers. We 
w i l l love them always. 

On Dale Bumpers' l a s t o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o the White 
House, not very long ago, a couple of weeks ago, we had t h i s huge 
gathering under a t e n t of every soul we could f i n d i n Washington 
connected to Arkansas. And I signed l e g i s l a t i o n making L i t t l e 
Rock Central High School an h i s t o r i c s i t e , a companion to a b i l l 
t h at w i l l award Congressional Gold Medals to a l l the L i t t l e Rock 
Nine who i n t e g r a t e d t h a t high school so long ago, a r e a l 
milestone on / ^ e r i c a ' s long march towards j u s t i c e and e q u a l i t y 
and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

At t h i s time, when the world needs so much from the 
Middle East to Northern I r e l a n d to the Balkans to Central A f r i c a 
to our own meanest s t r e e t s , a remembrance of what i s basic and 
good and fundamental about our n a t i o n a l l i f e -- when we need so 
badly t o be r e c o n c i l e d one t o another and t o reach out t o those 
around the world, the enduring legacy of Betty Bumpers and Peace 
Links, and Dale Bumpers' e n t i r e career as a p u b l i c o f f i c i a l , t o 
me was somehow c r y s t a l l i z e d on t h a t magic day when we celebrated 
a seminal event i n a l l of our l i v e s , and his commemorating i t f o r 
a l l time t o come. 

We w i l l remember them f o r a l l of our days w i t h 
g r a t i t u d e , thanks and laughter. God bless you both, and 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on your award. (Applause.) 

This magnificent and b e a u t i f u l award i s r i c h l y 
deserved. I t ' s also very heavy. (Laughter.) But, what the 
heck. I f John Glenn can go i n t o space, they can hold t h i s award. 
God bless you. Congratulations. (Applause.) 

END 8:50 P.M. EST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Of f i c e of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release December 8, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT PEACE LINKS "PEACE ON EARTH" GALA 

HONORING DALE AND BETTY BUMPERS 

Capi t a l H i l t o n Hotel 
Washington. D.C. 

:36 P.M. EST 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Ladies and gentlemen, H i l l a r y began 
by saying t h i s was a b i t t e r s w e e t moment f o r us, and indeed i t i s . 
Nonetheless, I do want t o thank a l l of you f o r making i t 
poss i b l e . I thank Joan Baker, Deba Leach and a l l the Peace Link 
f o l k s . I thank our good f r i e n d . Reverend Wogaman, f o r praying 
over us. God knows we need i t . I thank my f r i e n d , Peter Duchen, 
f o r being here and f o r p l a y i n g . 

And I want to thank Alan Simpson f o r destroying a l l the 
stereotypes t h a t we Democrats l i k e t o have about Republicans. 
(Laughter.) He's t a l l and funny. (Laughter and applause.) And, 
as you know, he has f i n a l l y destroyed the myth t h a t Harvard i s an 
e l i t i s t i n s t i t u t i o n . (Laughter.) And maybe even t h a t i t ' s an 
e l i t e i n s t i t u t i o n . 

I thank Ann Bingaman f o r her wonderful remarks, and a l l 
the metT±)ers of the Senate, the diplomatic corps, and others who 
are here t o n i g h t ; and our wonderful f r i e n d s , David and Barbara 
Pryor, f o r being here. 

You know, the s i x of us -- we three couples -- we've 
been together a long time. I met David Pryor when he was running 
f o r Congress i n 1976. I voted f o r Dale Bumpers when he ran f o r 
governor the f i r s t time, i n 1970. We were a l l on the b a l l o t i n 
1974 and I was the only one that l o s t . (Laughter.) And -- i t ' s 
a good t h i n g , I could have -- i f I had won, I'd have gone t o 
Congress, been i n f e c t e d by people l i k e Simpson, and never become 
President. (Laughter.) 

But over these l a s t more than 20 years now, we've been 
together on countless occasions. When we were a l l i n p u b l i c 
o f f i c e -- when I was governor and they were our senators, we d i d 
a l l those parades t h a t David t a l k e d about. We d i d countless 
toasts and roasts. We even crashed i n a plane together once, 
ne a r l y made every other p o l i t i c i a n i n Arkansas e c s t a t i c a l l at 
one time --we opened a l l the jobs at once. (Laughter). But we 
walked away from i t . 

We've borrowed each other's s t o r i e s m e r c i l e s s l y -- then 
I became President and they said i t wasn't p r e s i d e n t i a l f o r me t o 
t e l l jokes, so I had t o stop. I wish I had a n i c k e l f o r every 
time Dale Bumpers has c a l l e d me and said, "Now, t e l l me^that joke 
one more time." (Laughter.) And I'd get halfway through the 
joke and he'd remember i t , and remember the punchline and s t a r t 
laughing -- I could j u s t hear the tears r o l l i n g down h i s cheeks, 
he'd laugh so much. 
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This would be a b e t t e r place i f we had more people who 
laugh l i k e t h a t . This would be a stronger n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l i f we 
had more people l i k e Alan Simpson and Dale Bumpers and David 
Pryor t h a t could t e l l these s t o r i e s and reach across p a r t y l i n e s . 
(Applause). 

You know, Betty and Dale were r a i s e d i n a t r a d i t i o n i n 
Arkansas -- a l i t t l e town i n western Arkansas where, i f you took 
y o u r s e l f too s e r i o u s l y , you were d e f l a t e d q u i c k l y . And people 
knew about you, a l l about you. And they loved you anyway. I t ' s 
easy t o get away from t h a t , the more distance you get from r e a l 
l i f e i n t h i s business. So I have t o t e l l you t h a t one of the 
things t h a t I am most g r a t e f u l to both of them f o r i s remaining 
r e a l people i n every way, throughout a l l these years -- the 
laughter, the t e a r s ; the drama, the s t r u g g l e s ; r e a l f l e s h and 
blood, p a t r i o t i c , wonderful human beings. I t means a l o t , and 
more every passing day. 

I thank Betty f o r her v i s i o n . We've made a l o t of fun 
of a l l the things she's done w i t h Peace Links, but i f you t h i n k 
about i t , i t ' s a t r u l y astonishing t h i n g . I t proves, r e a l l y , 
t h a t there i s such a t h i n g as c i t i z e n empowerment. And one 
person w i t h v i s i o n and enough people, l i k e Ann, ready t o be 
dragooned i n t o service, can change the course of h i s t o r y . 

Think about what we're discussing today. Today we're 
impatient because the Russians haven't r a t i f i e d the START I I 
t r e a t y , so we can negotiate another t r e a t y , so we can 
d r a m a t i c a l l y slash our nuclear arsenals f u r t h e r . And when we do, 
i t s t i l l won't be enough t o s u i t Betty, but i t w i l l be p a r t l y 
because she has been pushing us a l l t h i s time, and a l l the other 
Peace Links members. (Applause.) 

I want t o thank Betty f o r something else too: t h a t she 
and Dale pioneered t h i s whole business of immunizing our 
c h i l d r e n . Last night we had a Christmas p a r t y at the White 
House, Betty, and I thought about you, because a young, handsome 
man came through the l i n e and shook hands w i t h H i l l a r y and me and 
he sai d -- he looked at us and he said, I want you t o know, f o r 
the l a s t three years, I have run your immunization program. And 
i t ' s been the proudest experience of my l i f e . 

He said, We've gotten tens of thousands of volunteers 
a l l across America and, f o r the f i r s t time i n our h i s t o r y , we've 
got over 90 percent of our c h i l d r e n immunized, and a l l these kids 
are going t o l i v e t h a t would not have l i v e d -- t h e y ' l l be normal, 
and would not have had normal l i v e s before. And you were the 
f i r s t person t h a t s e n s i t i z e d me t o th a t issue. And I thank you 
f o r t h a t and I hope you're proud of t h a t achievement f o r your 
country. (Applause.) 

I want t o say j u s t a word about Dale. I have t o 
f o r g i v e him, f o r one t h i n g -- I'm i n t h i s s o r t of forgiveness 
mode. (Laughter.) Dale Bumpers never f a i l s t o introduce me and 
David Pryor as the second best governors Arkansas ever had. 
(Laughter.) And I f o r g i v e him because i t ' s probably t r u e . 

He was an i n s p i r a t i o n to David and me, as David said. 
And as I look back on h i s long p u b l i c career, i n c l u d i n g h i s 
service as governor and the 9,447 votes he cast i n the United 
States Senate, votes f o r energy conservation, votes t o preserve 
the ozone l a y e r -- people used t o make fun of Dale Bumpers about 
the ozone la y e r , the way they used t o make fun of Betty about 
Peace Links. Two days ago I got a r e p o r t on the 

hole i n the ozone over the South Pole; i t ' s the biggest 
i t has ever been and i t s d u r a t i o n i s longer than any we've ever 
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measured. And we have at l e a s t made some progress on i t because 
he s t a r t e d g r i p i n g about i t so long ago. 

He stood up f o r reform of our laws on n a t u r a l resources 
and he got some things done, and we d i d n ' t get everything we 
wanted t o do done because there were too many people l i k e Simpson 
stopping us, but -- (laughter) -- e v e n t u a l l y w e ' l l get i t done. 

He stood up f o r the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the United States, 
f o r the welfare of our c h i l d r e n , f o r the f u t u r e of America. I n 
hi s own way, j u s t as Betty d i d i n Peace Links, he was always 
t r y i n g t o b u i l d bridges t o tomorrow over the fears and ignorance 
and c o n f l i c t s of today. Always t r y i n g t o b r i n g out the best. 

And I was s i t t i n g here looking at David and Barbara and 
Betty and Dale, and I was t h i n k i n g , i t does not take long t o l i v e 
a l i f e . Time passes q u i c k l y . And a l l we can do i s make the most 
of every day God gives us. I t h i n k t h a t my days have been 
r i c h e r , and I know t h a t H i l l a r y ' s have, and I b e l i e v e our p u b l i c 
service has been b e t t e r because very e a r l y on we met, came t o 
know, love, admire and l e a r n from Dale and Betty Bumpers. We 
w i l l love them always. 

On Dale Bumpers' l a s t o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o the White 
House, not very long ago, a couple of weeks ago, we had t h i s huge 
gathering under a t e n t of every soul we could f i n d i n Washington 
connected t o Arkansas. And I signed l e g i s l a t i o n making L i t t l e 
Rock Central High School an h i s t o r i c s i t e , a companion t o a b i l l 
t h a t w i l l award Congressional Gold Medals t o a l l the L i t t l e Rock 
Nine who i n t e g r a t e d t h a t high school so long ago, a r e a l 
milestone on America's long march towards j u s t i c e and e q u a l i t y 
and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

At t h i s time, when the world needs so much from the 
Middle East t o Northern I r e l a n d t o the Balkans t o Central A f r i c a 
to our own meanest s t r e e t s , a remembrance of what i s basic and 
good and fundamental about our n a t i o n a l l i f e -- when we need so 
badly t o be r e c o n c i l e d one t o another and t o reach out t o those 
around the world, the enduring legacy of Betty Bumpers and Peace 
Links, and Dale Bumpers' e n t i r e career aŝ  a p u b l i c o f f i c i a l , t o 
me was somehow c r y s t a l l i z e d on t h a t magic day when we celebrated 
a seminal event i n a l l of our l i v e s , and h i s commemorating i t f o r 
a l l time t o come. 

We w i l l remember them f o r a l l of our days w i t h 
g r a t i t u d e , thanks and laughter. God bless you both, and 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on your award. (Applause.) 

This magnificent and b e a u t i f u l award i s r i c h l y 
deserved. I t ' s also very heavy. (Laughter.) But, what the 
heck. I f John Glenn can go i n t o space, they can hold t h i s award. 
God bless you. Congratulations. (Applause.) 

END 8:50 P.M. EST 
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The East Room was abuzz with reporters anxious to capture the next milestone 
i n the Middle East peace process: the signing of an accord that would remove 
I s r a e l i troops from much of the West Bank. A small dispute over a few l i n e s i n 
the 4 00-page agreement held up the ceremonies. Handwritten amendments were 
added. Then the p r i n c i p a l s ( I s r a e l i Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, f a r l e f t , and 
PLO Chairman Yasir Arafat, f a r r i g h t ) and the witnesses (President Clinton, 
Jordan's King Hussein, center, and Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak) i n i t i a l e d 26 
maps of the region. F i n a l l y , on t h e i r way to the East Room, where the wives must 
have been wondering what was keeping t h e i r husbands, an aide advised Mr. 
Clinton to st r a i g h t e n h i s t i e . This set o f f a domino e f f e c t of last-minute 
cravat tune-ups. Excluding, of course, Mr. Arafat, who was, on t h i s h i s t o r i c 
day, enjoying freedom from neckwear. 

GRAPHIC: B/W PHOTO: PHOTOGRAPHED IN WASHINGTON, D.C. BY BARBARA KINNEY THE WHITE 
HOUSE, [Yitzhak Rabin, Hosni Mubarak, King Hussein and B i l l Clinton adjusting 
t h e i r t i e s i n f r o n t of Yasir Arafat] 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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[This a r t i c l e consists of photographs--see below] 

GRAPHIC: COLOR PHOTO: CHARLES H. PORTER IV--SYGMA, STILL IN PAIN, Amateur 
photographer Charles H. Porter IV snapped the image of f i r e f i g h t e r Chris Fields 
holding one-year-old Baylee Almon--already dead--after the explosion at Oklahoma 
c i t y ' s federal b u i l d i n g drew Porter from his job at a nearby bank. "Fate and the 
Lord put me i n that place," he says. Eight months l a t e r , he s t i l l has 
nightmares. The photo at r i g h t was taken by Steve Liss at a memorial service i n 
S t i l l w a t e r , Oklahoma, f o r the 169 who died. [Chris Fields holding Baylee Almon]; 
COLOR PHOTO: STEVE LISS FOR TIME, [See caption above--boy holding American f l a g 
and candle at memorial service i n S t i l l w a t e r , Oklahoma]; B/W PHOTO: BARBARA 
KINNEY--THE WHITE HOUSE, READY FOR HISTORY'S CLOSE-UP, In September White House 
photographer Barbara Kinney caught I s r a e l i Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, King Hussein of Jordan, B i l l C l inton and the 
P.L.O.'s Yasser Arafat as they were about to enter the East Room f o r the signing 
of an accord to expand Palestinian s e l f - r u l e on the West Bank. Kinney: "An aide 
said, 'Oh, Mr. Clinton, your t i e ' s a l i t t l e crooked, you might want to f i x 
that.' He did, and out of the corner of my eye, I realized they were a l l doing 
i t , out of i n s t i n c t . " Five weeks l a t e r , Rabin was assassinated f o r his e f f o r t s 
by Yigal Amir, photographed at his f i r s t court appearance by Ziv Koren. [Yitzhak 
Rabin, Hosni Mubarak, King Hussein of Jordan, B i l l Clinton and Yasser Arafat 
adjusting t i e s ] ; COLOR PHOTO: ZIV KOREN--SYGMA, [See caption above--Yigal Amir]; 
COLOR PHOTO: JACQUES LANGEVIN--SYGMA, THE HEIGHTS OF VICTORY, Sygma photographer 
Jacques Langevin was i n the mob of j o u r n a l i s t s who on May 7 stood below a 
j u b i l a n t Jacques Chirac at his Paris campaign headquarters a f t e r his triumph i n 
the French p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n . Langevin says he was surprised to see him come 
out on the balcony: "For a minute there, I was a f r a i d he might f a l l down." On 
Sept. 9, photographer Patrick Durand was i n a d i f f e r e n t crowd i n the French 
c a p i t a l ; he took the photo above of protesters opposed to Chirac's P a c i f i c 
nuclear-testing p o l i c y . [Jacques Chirac and others on balconies]; COLOR PHOTO: 
PATRICK DURAND--SYGMA, [See caption above--protester with s t i c k e r s on sunglasses 
and forehead]; COLOR PHOTO: MYUNG J. CHUN--POOL, IF THE GLOVE FITS..., I t was 
luck that led Myung J. Chun to catch the image of O.J. Simpson at the moment of 
his a c q u i t t a l : Chun was the pool photographer chosen by l o t to be on duty that 
day. Like almost everyone else associated with the Simpson t r i a l , he too i s a 
minor c e l e b r i t y , having been interviewed by Entertainment Tonight, the BBC and 
now TIME. Tracy Wilcox, a recent college graduate working at her f i r s t job f o r 
the Panama City News Herald i n Florida, didn't expect much from a t i p that 
Simpson was playing g o l f on a l o c a l course. What she got was the f i r s t photo, of 
many, of the ex-defendant on the l i n k s . A g o l f e r herself, she was unimpressed: 
" I saw him h i t a b a l l i n the water a couple of times." [F. Lee Bailey, O.J. 
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Simpson, Johnnie Cochran Jr., Robert Shapiro, and o t h e r s ] ; COLOR PHOTO: TRACY 
WILCOX--PT̂ AMA CITY NEWS HERALD/AP, [See caption above--O.J. Simpson playing 
g o l f ] ; COLOR PHOTO: JAMES NACHTWEY FOR TIME, UPROOTED BY WAR, As Croatian troops 
retook the country's Krajina region from Bosnian Serb forces l a s t summer, James 
Nachtwey met up wi t h these Serbian women who were f l e e i n g the area. Though the 
Croatian army wasn't allowing j o u r n a l i s t s i n t o Krajina, Nachtwey had slipped 
past a roadblock by j o i n i n g a U.N. convoy. Above:Oleg Stjepanovic was there f o r 
the f i r s t wave of NATO bombing i n Serb-held Bosnian t e r r i t o r y l a s t August. 
[Serbian women]; COLOR PHOTO: OLEG STJEPANOVIC--AP, [See caption above--Aerial 
view of bombing]; B/W PHOTO: ANTHONY SUAU FOR TIME, UNDER FIRE, Russian troops 
and Chechen rebels were s t i l l b a t t l i n g i n the c a p i t a l c i t y of Grozny when 
Anthony Suau took the photograph at l e f t (which makes quite clear the 
effectiveness of Russian a r t i l l e r y ) . " I t was r e a l l y s u i c i d a l f o r [the o l d man] 
to be walking down the s t r e e t that way," says Suau. " I believe he wasn't shot 
because he was old and walking slowly with a cane. Had I walked out there, I'm 
sure i t would've been d i f f e r e n t . " The photo above, taken by Christopher Morris, 
shows a Chechen s o l d i e r running from the Presidential Palace s h o r t l y before i t 
was captured by the Russians. [Old man walking down st r e e t during gun b a t t l e ] ; 
B/W PHOTO; CHRISTOPHER MORRIS FOR TIME, [See caption above--Chechen s o l d i e r 
running]; COLOR PHOTO: PATRICK ROBERT--SYGMA, ON THE RICHTER SCALE, Patrick 
Robert took the photograph at r i g h t from a rooftop i n Kobe, Japan, s h o r t l y a f t e r 
the c i t y was devastated by an earthquake on Jan. 17. Robert got around town on a 
child's bicycle he found i n f r o n t of a f l a t t e n e d house. Kaku Kurita was able to 
get the a e r i a l view of the t o r t u r e d c i t y ' s burning skyline, above. [Wrecked 
t r a i n i n Kobe, Japan]; COLOR PHOTO: KAKU KURITA-GAMMA LIAISON, [See caption 
above--aerial view of skyline of f i r e s i n Kobe, Japan, a f t e r earthquake]; TWO 
COLOR PHOTOS: LIZ GILBERT--SYGMA, IN THE HOUSE OF DEATH, Sygma photographer Liz 
Gil b e r t captured the f u l l horror of warfare between the Tutsi and Hutu i n 
central A f r i c a . I n l a t e March she spotted government troops escorting Tutsi 
militiamen away from an e t h n i c a l l y mixed suburb of Burundi's c a p i t a l c i t y of 
Bujumbura. They had l e f t behind a charnel house. G i l b e r t took pictures f o r two 
hours of victims l i k e those depicted above. "There were no family members l e f t 
to take care of the bodies," she says. At l e f t i s G i l b e r t ' s photo of Hutu 
captives at the c e n t r a l prison i n Butare, Rwanda. [Three dead Rwandans l y i n g on 
bloody ground; Hutu prisoners i n Butare, Rwanda]; COLOR PHOTO: CHIEN-CHI 
CHANG--MAGNUM, ONE IN A MILLION, Taiwanese-born photographer Chien-Chi Chang 
didn't appreciate the irony i n t h i s image of a lone boy at Washington's M i l l i o n 
Man March of Af r i c a n Americans u n t i l a f t e r the f i l m was processed and a f r i e n d 
explained the backdrop--a C i v i l War memorial. Says Chang: " I j u s t saw him 
standing there. There was a sense of vi s u a l completeness. I t was b e a u t i f u l , 
a c t u a l l y . " The photo of almost a m i l l i o n men was taken by P.F. Bentley from Newt 
Gingrich's o f f i c e . [Boy i n f r o n t of C i v i l War Memorial]; COLOR PHOTO: P.F. 
BENTLEY FOR TIME, [See caption above--Crowd i n f r o n t of Washington Memorial] 
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Rabin gives award to Clinton, then praises UJA's top donors. 

Af t e r thanking Congress f o r passing l e g i s l a t i o n r e q u i r i n g the United States 
to move i t s embassy i n I s r a e l from Tel Aviv t o Jerusalem, I s r a e l i Prime Min i s t e r 
Yitzhak Rabin presented an award to one of the move's loudest c r i t i c s -
President Clinton. 

Rabin presented the United Jewish Appeal's Isaiah Award to Clinton f o r his 
e f f o r t s to achieve peace i n the Middle East. The presentation was made at the 
concluding gathering of 200 of the UJA's biggest donors, who e a r l i e r i n the day 
had pledged a t o t a l of $32 m i l l i o n . 

The Capitol H i l l gathering, which also featured Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert 
and a rousing r e n d i t i o n of "Hatikvah," was l a r g e l y ceremonial, but was 
well-attended by dozens of members of Congress as well as the U.S. ambassador to 
I s r a e l , Martin Indyk. 

But the four-hour s t r e t c h - from the time Rabin took the stage e a r l i e r i n the 
day to kick o f f the U.S. celebration of Jerusalem 3000 at a Capitol H i l l 
ceremony to his e x i t from the b l a c k - t i e State Department reception f o r the UJA 
donors - was marked by a diplomatic blunder and protocol gaffes. 

Unaware that the UJA evening reception i n the elegant Ben Franklin room on 
the eighth f l o o r of the State Department was black t i e , Rabin a r r i v e d i n a navy 
single-breasted s u i t w i t h a l i g h t blue s t r a i g h t - c o l l a r e d s h i r t . 

Realizing his fashion faux pas, Rabin asked a member of the White House 
advance team whether he could borrow his bow t i e . Unfortunately f o r the prime 
minister, the aide had a genuine bow t i e - one that has to be t i e d . A second 
aide rushed to the prime minister's rescue, o f f e r i n g the cl i p - o n v a r i e t y . 

Rabin proceeded to a half-hour meeting with Clinton and then to the UJA 
reception, where he gave an emotional speech thanking "President Nixon." 

Rabin quickly recovered from the blunder and presented the award to Clinton 
to the rousing cheers of those gathered i n the room. 

Clinton, i n b r i e f remarks, praised Rabin f o r his "courageous leadership and 
v i s i o n " before moving on to his next reception. 
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But Rabin stayed to address the donors. The prime minister, who had recently 
c r i t i c i z e d American Jews f o r not c o n t r i b u t i n g enough money to the Jewish state, 
thanked the UJA donors, who were attending an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Leadership Reunion, 
fo r t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s and urged them to serve as an example to t h e i r Jewish 
brethren. 

"You should serve as a model, an example to many more i n the Jewish community 
a l l over the world," Rabin t o l d the donors who had gathered i n Washington f o r 
three days of meetings. 

ETHNIC-GROUP: Jewish 

LANGUAGE; English 

LOAD-DATE: January 22, 1996 
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as naively planned and poorly equippfrd. 

KegardleuH of the po l i t i ca l f ( | i i a t i on , 

evr i i ts a l iKud lately have he<'n bre;iki i ig 

Cl i i i tn i iS way. Tht- adni inbt i . i l ion also li.is 

l . ikr i i .1 m i t i f a< I i v r in)*' in MHII I - .iirii?., c-i-

Her l»1>i.l('Y.A2<l,('ul.4 Arafat wa lh i wi th R ib in to the Blgnlnjf cereniony. 

As Israel Withdraws, 
Paleslinians to Expand 
Ride in Gaza, Jericho 

lly Ann Devnty 

Isratl and Ihi; Palestinians (i)rnuilly moved 
a step iloser toward peace in the Middle 
h-i.Ht yeslenLiy, siKninfi an accord to extend 
I'alrstiiiiaii rule on the West llank during a 
rerenHiny awash with symbols of peace and 
denunciations of violence. 

After a lasl-minute glitch that forced a 
handwrillen aniendnirnt in the 4()0-page 
agreement, 200 guests gathered in Ihe 
While lliHise l-:asl Konm to watch President _ 
Clinton i n U i v "a new chapter" in Middle 
hiast peaie. At the same table used two 
years ago to sign the piicl that officially end­
ed nearly five decades of hctttility between 
Israel and the ralestinians, Israeli Prime 
Miiiisler Yil/luk K.iliin and PLO Chairman 
Y.isser Arafat sigiutl Ihe agieenient for the 
sl:iged withdrawal <if Israeli troofis from 
most Palest inian-(vcupied areas on Ihe West 
Itaiik. 

The |iact is the first to deal with the West 
Ilaiik, the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. It builds on Ihe Cairo agreement of 
May l'J'J4. which established a bridgehead 
for Palestinian self-rule ui the Cau Strip and 
Jeri<hn, 

-Ju.st two years ago. only poets dreamt of 
it." said Kabin. his exultation mixed with 
waniings to Arafat to join forces with Israel 
in stopping oppooents who may use violence 
to thwart the iieace prtH'ess. " . . . If all the 
partners to peace-making do not unite 
against the evil angels of death by terronsm. 
all thai will remain of this ceremony are col­
or snapshots. eiii|ily mementos. Kivers of 
hatred will overflow agaui and swamp Ihe 
Middle Kast." 

Arafat, for his piirt, .said the signing dem-
oiistrale<l "Ihe irreversibility of Ihe peace 
lirocess" and said, "We most condemn and 
forswear violence totally. Kiiough killing and 
enough kiUmg of iniUH'ent people." 

With a smiling Clinton standing between 
them, Ihe two leaders replicated Ihe haixl-
shake on the While House lawn two year^ 
ago that sealed the signing of principles of 
lieace and launched Ihe iiich-by inch talka 
that producetl yesterday's pact. 

Ihe signing ol Ihe lorluously negotiated 
accortls sets in niolion a liinelable and rules 
under which Isi.ieli lii«i|is benlii wilhdraw-
iiiK wilhin 111 tl.ivs liom llinr L'H-year tvcu-

H<eSI(:NINi;A2l,('<iL I 

Increase Gincer Risk in Some Jewish Women 

men of Kuro-
abnurmality 
her odds of 

to offer widebpread genetic testing for a p ie-

disiMksilitH) (u cancer. 

hu l the researchers al;*o wamt t t that tlu-y 

do not know how much of an added cancer 

nsk the mutat ion confers. Unt i l that crit ical 

queslifMt is answered, they said, gene tests 

Jewisli leiiders ii i the I ) i^ t r lc t , Vir^:mi.i and 
Maryland. MaryUnd lias high cancer l a t r s , 
wi th lueasl cancer incidence pa i t in i l .u ly li igb 
in Montgomery O iu i i t y . Start ing al the end of 
(X'tolier, researchers will ask tlioiis;in(ls ol kc 
cal Aslikenazj Jews to donate a f rw diops of 

even if women know they are at espet'ially 
high risk. The ^^•lelltisIs :>.iid Jewish women 
as a giot ip may t»e al somrwtiat higlier ri.sk of 
bieast cancer than women ol other etluiic 
Iwckgrounds. hut t l ie (|ueblion Ins not been 
4'atelully studied. 

Rclarded Man 
Is Frml ill 
D.C. Slaying 
City IMW Forbids 



Israel and Palestinians 
Sign West Bank Accord 

N I C N I M ^ Kr»m At 

pation of the West ll . \nk. U.S. officials s;od 
the Israelis have plcdgcil to conclude Ihe 
withdrawal in IKf ciiilici, hmr iiioiiibs iH-foie 
the srx-inonib deadline. 

Thr uKriTinent oullmes e.u h step of the 
withdrnwul of Isiaeli lorces and how .̂'nvein-
ing aulhmity will Ir transferred to I'alesliii-
lanj in just iindi r a third of Ihe West llank 
that U Nme to most of its Arab |«ipiilalion. 
The arcnrd also allows for Palesiiiiiaii elec­
tions. Atioul 1 million Palestinians will get 
greater legal control over their lives in Ihe 
region but ihi- agieenieni still leaves m place 
up to 140,000 Jewish selllers whose fate will 
be derided during a round of talks to In-gin 
neirt spring. 

Arafal yesterday admonished Israel that it 
was fueling leiisioiis hy allowing a Jewish 
selllenieni in the WesI Ikmk city of Hebron 
and in otln i an as, and hv holding Palestin­
ians prisoners. 

Showing just a hint of the r.ignificant is­
sues ahead, Arafal, in an Oval (Mfice meeting 
with Clinton lliat prcce<letl the signing cere­
mony, said Ihe pact would •definitely" lead to 
a Palestinian stale. Climon avoided Ihe ques­
tion ol whether U.S. imlicy would shilt to 
support Palesliniaii stalelioixl. "We're not 
moving anywhere," he said. "We're suiipori-
ing the peace process." 

Egyptian I'resident Hosni Mubarak and 
Jordan's King Hus.s<-iii. who Ixilh have made 

Accord Slirs 
Few Pi'olcsls 
In West Bank 

A w a ialr-ll l*Ii-s^ 

H K I t R O N . West l lank. Sept 'Jft—As Isra­
el and1hf_Valesline Lil ierat ion OrgaMizalioii 
sealed a i f f e s t K i n k autonomy accord today, 
IsraeUs opposed to the agreement inarched 
here t » a t v u s e their govemmei i l of treason 
and aotirisrael protests erupted in a Palestin­
ian refugee camp. 

St i l l , tnosi Israelis and Palestinians a(>-
peared indifferent to the long-awaittMl ac­
cord. 

T h e W h i l e House s ign ing c c i e n u m y , 
hroadotol live ui the Wcsl iktnk, s4-t oft |) io-
t es l sa t . l t i e Dheishe retugee camp, home to 
15.000 i'alcslinialis. I l u n d r f d s n i resiih-nts 
tore down sections f»f a chain-link fence Ihe 
Israeb army erected around the shaiitytown 
10 prevent stones f r o m tieing thrown at Is­
raeli cars. Trcjo(>s f i f e d stun grenades to dis-
(rt-rse the protesters. 

Daniella Novis. 2 \ , watched the signing in 
a Te l A V I V subinti Jiist a lew unit's l i o n i a 
WesI llank town lhal is to Ciiine n n d f i P.ilcr.-
Iwiian cufi tr t i l liy s[ning. " I ' m tia|i|fV IM-I .inst­
il give* ine ho|K- lor a new l i i l i i n ' . " S.111I Nov­
is, an Israeli Ji-w. " I IIOIK- I can tn i s l tin- I ' . i l -
estiniaiis, tint that's something l it only know 
twniurrow." 

Ib rah im Abdeen , :18, a H e b r o n Islamic 
(treacher, said he tiacked the agreement bill 
had reservations liecause it |»«-rinitte<1 4^>ii 
Jewi:»h settlers and st»nie Israeli solilit-rs to 
leniain in Hebion, a city ot r.,Ml,0<H) Paleslin-
laiis. " I have siii>|>orteil Yassei Arafat l i m i i 
l l i e beg inn ing of the j » i o i t - s s . hut I am 
a^aiiu>t l l ie part almut l l i l i m i i . " he s.ii<l. 

Alioilt 'J,110(1 IsiaeUs uplposeil In l l ie agl i i -
nient cuiiverge<l on Hett ioi i lor a pi i i l t -s l 
limed to coincide wi lh l l ie Wl i i le House cer-
eiiioirv. Thev carr iHl [Misteis biandii lg Isr.ie-

IN-aie wi th Israel, wi lness i t l t h f accoid. A l l 
tive k' . i i lers in a )oint s laleniei i l la l l i -d mi 
Svria ,niil L-hai io i i to join the |ieace proi ess. 

Although the day held l ink- ol the i l ra i i i a l -
ic s i ' i w of history the original li.iiiilsliake hir 
peace did. the White Hons/' was awasll 111 
lo ie lgn nnllistets, loreign i lek'nalioiis . I lva l 
Olhce photo sessions and last in inn l r luea l l i -
less negotiation. 

(HIicials M i d one g l i t ch—which they dr -
scrilied as minor, and lel.ited to the language 

llie future ofjexoish 
settlers is left for the 
next round of talks. 

of Ihe ag reemen t r a t h e r than Hie s i ih-
stance—liekl op the ceremonies for 2(\ min­
utes as Ihe guests sweltered under l i levisioii 
lights in the stalely Ivasl K o i i i i . A senior o l l i -
cial said lhal as Chnton was holihiig an Oval-
(Mfice miH-ting w i t h Kabni, Ar.afat, Hussein 
and Mubarak. U.S. negotiator IkMinis Koss 
broke in to tel l Clinton a se|wrale set of talks 
put t ing the Inial touches on the laiiKiiaiie hail 
b ioken down and needed help l i o i i i l l ie lead­
ers. 

The issue, officials s^iid, was r e l a l n l to the 

t iming of the risleployiiient o l the Israi-I De­

fense I 'o rces a round H e b r o n and how it 

WMiilil IMI i lesciil ied 111 Ihe dociinli 'nts. Cl i l l -
1,10 liKik Aia la l and Kaliiii into his private 
i l i l i i i l i : l oom o i l Ihe Oval Ollicc and asked 
thi-in In IJet Ihe | n i . l . l i ln SJ-ltli-d and ,il>olll 
111 Miiiiiiles lal iT Ihey i l id , i i i | i i n i i i g ix-ii-anil-
ink changes lo the agreel l ie i i l . 

Tl ie leaders later went into the Whi l i -
Ihaise Cabinet Kooii l to ini l ial eai l i n l I ' l i 
maps onll i i i i i iK in intricate detail the land i l i -
viMiii i . The hiial sj tth-iiic i i l details rellecled 
in Ihe ii iajis weie so sensitive they weie not 
lilaile imblic. 

N i t e r , a stage crowdisl wi th hireign minis-
te is , i tr inie niinisters, piesidents and a king 
was the setting lor Ihe lornial signiii); and a 
string ol s|ieeclies that stretched lor two 
honis on l i - c i i i i i n g tlieines ol the (laKility ot 
[teace and the need for .1 concerted e l lo l t to 
sustain and exiLinil i t . 

' • loday we iii . ike a great st i ide toward the 
h i l f i l lmenl of a vision toward Ihe day when 
t w o |n-oples divided by generalloiis. hy con-
flk I , are Imunil now by |)e.ice," Clinton siiid 
at the end. "I ' lnal ly, the time is a|ii iroacliiiig 
when there wi l l lie safety in Israel's house, 
when the Palestinian jx-ople wi l l wri te their 
own destiny, when the clash of arms wil l U -
bailisheil f r o m C I H I ' S holy land." 

A f t e r the s igning , in te rna t iona l donors 
met to discuss how 10 six-ed up disbursing 
the %2A billion |ih'dgi-d to the Palestinians 
over live years. In another deveki|>meiit, as 
an incentive to Israel, Clinton p in lged lo 
wrirk wi th Congress lor wl i . i l one oft ici . i l 
called a "snhstaiilial reduction" in the iietial-
ties i l IS l iel i ig charged against its U.S. kian 
guarantees l i i r what the United States con­
siders illegal sett leineli ls . 

FOR MORE INFORMATION , O 
To read or ilownlotlil Ihe full lexl of Ihe 

iiHrecmenl, see Difiilill Ink, The I'osl's 

on line service. To learn about Ihgiltll Ink, 

call I.mi-SIO-.'iKM, Hil. 9000. 

'The Landscape 
And the Chasm 

Followinff art etcrrpts of remarks 
matte by I'rf.sulfnt Clinton. I'aU.^linf 
l.ibtnilion Or^amttitinn Chaifmnn Ya.<-
ser Arafitt and l.trofli l*nmf hUmster 
Yitihnh Hahin nl thf pfurr afionl \iytt-
inff cfremony yf.\lfrilitv nt thf Whitr 
ilou.v: 

President Clinton 

T
<(day we make a great hlnde 
toward Ihe fuini lment of a 
vision towarf l the day when 
twi> (leotjles diviite<l hy 
generations, hy conflict , are 

l>oiind now hy [leace. I ' lnally, the time is 
approaclung when there wil l lie s;dety in 
Israel's house, when the I'alestini;in 
lKM)ple wi l l wr i te Iheir own destiny, when 
the cla.sh of arms wdl he banished f r o m 
(><xrs holy land. 

T w f ) years ago, on another hti l l i . int 
S t j i l e m U - r d a y heie at th r White linns*-, 
two m r n reached across one ol history's 
widest chrisms wi th a simple liandshitke. 
That moment is etched lo iever in our 
memory. 

With the eyes of the work l uixin you. 
M r . Prime Minister , you i l o l i u t t l your 
wish lo live side hy side wnh the 
Palestinian iieople in dignity, in emp-Hhy. 
as human l»eings, as f ree men. 

And you. M r . Chairnuin, vowetl to 
wage what yuM call«-»l t ln! imri t d i f fu ult 
k i l l l e ol our lives, the i M l t I r lor |tea( e. 

In the days ol l.il->r t l u l have h-llowefl, 
you have Ixith showni profound courage 
in hruiging us to this moment, and you 
have kept your word . The enemirs of 
|>eace have fought the tide of history wi th 
ter ror and vinlt-nce. We grieve for their 
victims, and we renew our vow to 
retleem the sacrifice of those victims. 

We will defeat those who res<irt to 
I r r r o r . and we revere the delermiiui t ion 
of these leaders who chose [H-ace, who 
rejected the okl lidl>its<»l liatn-tl and 
revenge. IWause Ihey broke s<» bravely 
wi th the [Ust, the bridges have 
multiplied; bridges of c4mimunication. t)f 
commerce, t>f understamUng. Hulay the 
lan(ls* ape clunges and the c l u s m 

-narrows. 

The agreement that now wil l U : 
signeil means that I.srael's mothers ami 
fathers need no longer w o n y that their 
sons wil l face the dangers of palrol l i i ig 
Naltlusor confitHitnig the lin:,li!e ^l ieets 
lit Kaiiul lah. And d means that 
ralesliniaiis wi l l be able to decide lo i 
ibemselvi^s WILM their schools teach, 
how l l ie i r houses siiould W- built, and 
who they wil l chooa* to govern. . . . 

M r . I ' r ime Minister and M r . 
Chairman, you are showing t l u t it is not 
by wea|)ons hut by wi l l and by w o i i l t l i . i t 
<lreaiiis IH-SI U-ctniie re.diiy. Vour 
arliieveriieiit shines as .111 iiis | i i iali i>ii to 
olheis all aioiind Ibis Wi-i M who >< ek lo 
oven'ome l l i e i i own coiillicts .iin! lo 
,s«-cuie t i l l llieiil.-»cKes tlie tilessiiit^s I ' l 
| v . i . e . . 

All those wl iodou i i l the spirit ot |KMCe 
should ieiiieml»er this day and l l i is 
ex i raord i iu ry array ot leaders who have 
joined together to bring a new eia o( 
hu|te l o t h e Middle Kast. The United 
Stales is pi hud lo stand w i l t i all ot them. 
Much leinains lo Ite tlnne. bul we will 
colli iniie to walk eai h .-.tep ol the w.iy 
with llios4' who woik and 1 i^k loi 

I N M C r . . . . 

Yasser Arafat 

tu rn of 111! 
c o i i i p r i b ' ' . 
this Sin iei 
r . i lesl ini . t i . 
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Article Text: 
WASHINGTON ~ When I last interviewed Yitzhak Rabin in his office a couple of 

weeks ago, I was in the middle of asking him a question when he suddenly looked past 
me through his open door and called out to his secretary to bring him a beer. I couldn't 
help but laugh, because I couldn't imagine any other world leader who would so 
matter-of-factly interrupt an interview to order a Bud. 

But that was the secret of Yitzhak Rabin's political success, and it is a secret 
President Clinton and other politicians would do well to contemplate. Mr. Rabin had the 
most important attribute of leadership ~ authenticity. He put on no airs, he wore no 
masks, what you saw was what you got, and what you got was a man who barely 
knew how to tie a tie, whose pants were always two inches too long, who blew 
cigarette smoke in your face while you were paying him a compliment and who often 
stammered in ungrammatical Hebrew. 

He spoke his mind with such bluntness, particularly after taking the historic decision 
to make peace with Yasir Arafat, that one of his aides told me last month: 'We estimate 
that Rabin has personally insulted at least two million Israelis in the last year.' The aide 
went on to say that he expected that all two million would vote for Mr. Rabin, because 
Israelis loved it when he talked to them that way. 

What that aide was saying was that Mr. Rabin did not need a Dick Morris to tell him 
who he was, and he certainly wasn't trying to 'triangulate,' or position himself in the 
middle of the Israeli political spectrum, the way Mr. Clinton is between Democrats and 
Republicans. He knew where he was going and didn't much care what anyone else 
thought, which is why he got his opponents so angry. But it also explains why so many 
Israelis trusted him, even if they never adored him. They could see the real person 
right before their eyes. Because Israeli politics is about existence and existence is a 
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serious matter, Israelis always want to be sure that they really know, in some gut way, 
the man or woman at the top in order to be confident in their leader's judgment. 

Mr. Rabin also conveyed authenticity because his personality was forged in wars, 
where actions are everything and words are nothing, where you are judged by how 
you lead, not by whom you spin. Likud party leader Bibi Netanyahu is exactly the 
opposite. His persona was formed in media wars, on the battlefields of CNN, and there 
you are judged by whom you spin, not by how you lead ~ there your inner reality is 
nothing and your mask is everything. That is why so many Israelis inherently trusted 
Mr. Rabin and distrust Mr. Netanyahu. Mr. Rabin you could see right into. Mr. 
Netanyahu you can see right through. 

I think people instinctively measure the distance between what they believe is the 
real personality of a politician and his public mask. In Mr. Rabin's case there was no 
distance because there was no mask, and that is what gave him his credibility. 

And here we come to Mr. Clinton. If he were able to demonstrate that his changes in 
political personality from New Democrat to old Democrat and back to New Democrat 
were all the result of real-life experiences, the public might buy it, and buy him. But one 
has the sense that all these shifts are the result of real-life consultants ~ that he 
became a new man because he bought a new mask. 

Mr. Clinton's problem is that he has too little authenticity because he has too much 
empathy. He is always hugging people, feeling their pain and taking on their political 
coloration. Yitzhak Rabin never hugged anyone outside his own family. He did not feel 
your pain. He gave you pain. Mr. Clinton wants everyone to like him. Mr. Rabin knew 
that in politics you have to make real enemies if you are going to pursue real change. 
Mr. Clinton changes political identities with each season. Mr. Rabin never knew how to 
be anyone other than himself so Israelis were never in doubt about who he was, and 
since many had confidence in who he was, they were ready to follow. 

It is not too late for Mr. Clinton to learn from Mr. Rabin's political legacy. But first he 
must fire every political consultant and pollster in the White House, just clean out the 
place, and try, just once, to answer a question by himself: Who am I? What is that one 
simple and important thing for which I stand? 
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Abstract: Excerpts are provided from remarks by foreign leaders and 
friends at Yitzhak Rabin's funeral in Jerusalem on Nov 6, 1995, 
including comments by President Clinton, King Hussein of 
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Jordan and President Mubarak of Egypt. 
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Article Text: 
Following are excerpts from remarks by foreign leaders and friends at Yitzhak 

Rabin's funeral in Jerusalem yesterday, as recorded by The New York Times and the 
Federal Document Clearing House, a private transcription service. The speeches by 
Acting Prime Minister Shimon Peres and Eltan Haber were translated from the Hebrew 
by The Times and by official translators. 

PRESIDENT CLINTON 
To all the people of Israel, the American people mourn with you in the loss of your 

leader. And I mourn with you, for he was my partner and friend. 
Every moment we shared was a joy because he was a good man, and an inspiration 

because he was also a great man. 
Leah, I know that too many times in the life of this country, you were called upon to 

comfort and console the mothers and the fathers, the husbands and the wives, the 
sons and the daughters who lost their loved ones to violence and vengeance. You 
gave them strength. Now, we here and millions of people all around the world, in all 
humility and honor, offer you our strength. May God comfort you among all the 
mourners of Zion and to Israel. 

Yitzhak Rabin lived the history of Israel through every trial and triumph, the struggle 
for independence, the wars for survival, the pursuit of peace and all he served on the 
front lines. This son of David and of Solomon took up arms to defend Israel's freedom 
and laid down his life to secure Israel's future. He was a man completely without 
pretense, as all of his friends knew. 

I read that in 1949, after the War of Independence, David Ben-Gurion sent him to 
represent Israel at the armistice talks at Rhodes, and he had never before worn a 
necktie and did not know how to tie the knot. So, the problem was solved by a friend 
who tied it for him before he left and showed him how to preserve the knot simply by 
loosening the tie and pullin it over his head. 

Well, the last time we were together, not two weeks ago, he showed up for a black 
tie event on time, but without the black tie. 

And so, he borrowed a tie. And I was privileged to straighten it for him. It is a moment 
I will cherish as long as I live. 

To him, ceremonies and words were less important than actions and deeds. Six 
weeks ago, the King and President Mubarak will remember, we were at the White 
House for signing the Israel-Palestinian agreement and a lot of people spoke. I spoke. 
The King spoke. Chairman Arafat spoke. President Mubarak spoke. Our Foreign 
Ministers all spoke. And finally. Prime Minister Rabin gotup to speak and he said, 'First, 
the good news. I am the last speaker.' 

But he also understood the power of words and symbolism. Take a look at the stage 
he set in Washington ~ the King of Jordan, the President of Egypt, Chairman Arafat, 
and us, the Phme Minister, and Foreign Minister of Israel on one platform. 

'Please take a good hard look. The sight you see before you was impossible, was 



unthinkable just three years ago. Only poets dreamt of it and to our great pain, soldier 
and civilian went to their deaths to make this moment possible' ~ those were his 
words. 

Today, my fellow citizens of the world, I ask all of you to take a good hard look at this 
picture. Look at the leaders from all over the Middle East and around the world who 
have journeyed here today for Yitzhak Rabin and for peace. Though we no longer hear 
his deep and booming voice, it is he who has brought us together again here, in word 
and deed, for peace. 

Now it falls to all of us who love peace and all of us who loved him to carry on the 
struggle to which he gave life and for which he gave his life. He cleared the path. And 
his spirit continues to light the way. His spirit lives on in the growing peace between 
Israel and her neighbors. It lives in the eyes of the children, the Jewish and the Arab 
children, who are leaving behind a past of fear for a future of hope. It lives on in the 
promise of true security. 

So, let me say to the people of Israel: Even in your hour of darkness, his spirit lives 
on, and so you must not lose your spirit. Look at what you have accomplished making 
a once barren desert bloom, building a thriving democracy in a hostile terrain, winning 
battles and wars and now winning the peace, which is the only enduring victory. 

Your Prime Minister was a martyr for peace, but he was a victim of hate. Surely, we 
must learn from his martyrdom that if people cannot let go of the hatred of their 
enemies, they risk sowing the seeds of hatred among themselves. 

I ask you, the people of Israel, on behalf of my nation that knows its own long litany 
of loss ~ from Abraham Lincoln to President Kennedy to Martin Luther King ~ do not 
let that happen to you. In the Knesset, in your homes, in your places of worship, stay 
the righteous course. 

As Moses said to the children of Israel when he knew he would not cross over into 
the Promised Land: 'Be strong and of good courage. Fear not, for God will go with you. 
He will not fail you. He will not forsake you.' 

President Weizman, Acting Prime Minister Peres, to all the people of Israel, as you 
stay the course of peace, I make this pledge: Neither will America forsake you. 

Legend has it that in every generation of Jews from time immemorial, a just leader 
emerged to protect his people and show them the way to safety. Prime Minister Rabin 
was such a leader. 

He knew, as he declared to the world on the White House lawn two years ago, that 
the time had come, in his words, 'to begin a new reckoning in the relations between 
people, between parents tired of war, between children who will not know war.' 

Here in Jerusalem, I believe with perfect faith that he was leading his people to that 
Promised Land. 

This week, Jews all around the world are studying the Torah portion in which God 
tests the faith of Abraham, Patriarch of the Jews and the Arabs. He commands 
Abraham to sacrifice Yitzhak, 'Take your son, the one you love, Yitzhak.' 

As we all know, as Abraham in loyalty to God was about to kill his son, God spared 
Yitzhak. Now, God tests our faith even more terribly, for he has taken our Yitzhak. 

But Israel's covenant with God ~ for freedom, for tolerance, for security, for peace ~ 
that covenant must hold. That covenant was Prime Minister Rabin's life's work, now we 
must make it his lasting legacy. His spirit must live on in us. 

SHIMON PERES OF ISRAEL 



We have not come to seal this tomb, we have come to salute you, Yitzhak, for what 
you were. You were a courageous fighter who brought victories for your people, a 
great dreamer who forged a new reality in our region. Last Saturday night, we joined 
hands and sang the song of peace together and I could feel your uplifted spirits. 

You told me that there were warnings of a planned attempt against your life during 
this large rally. We did not know who would attack. We did not anticipate that the 
damage would be so great. But we knew that we could not fear death and that we 
could not hesitate in our effort to achieve peace. 

One day earlier we met, as was our custom, face to face. For the first time you 
pointed out to me that the work was exhausting, but that the peace was overriding. 

I was aware of your tremendous restraint and therefore also of your refusal to be 
caught up in the fanfare, even in that of peace. I was also aware of your great wisdom 
and from that stemmed your cautiousness about not revealing things before their time. 
These are characteristics of a leader, and that is what you were from the time you 
reached adulthood, a daring leader in the fonft̂ ard command posts of Israel's 
battlefields, and a great leader in the struggle for peace in the Middle East. Being a 
leader is not amusing, and you weren't necessarily a person who was easily amused. 
Seriousness became your second nature and responsibility was your first nature. That 
combination made you into a rare leader, able to move mountains and to pave roads, 
able to set a goal and to achieve it. 

I did not know that these were the last hours of the cooperation between us ~ a 
cooperation that knew no limits. I felt as if some distant grace fell upon you and you 
were suddenly able to breathe easily at the sight of the sea of friends who came to 
support the path you had chosen and congratulate you for it. The summit to which you 
led us broadened, and from it we could view the new tomorrow, the vision of the future 
promised to the new generation of Israeli youth. 

Yitzhak, the youngest among Israel's generals, Yitzhak the greatest of Israel's 
peacemakers, the suddenness of your departure shed light on your many deeds. You 
were unlike anyone else, nor did you want to imitate anyone. You were not a jolly sort. 
You demanded a lot, first of all from yourself and therefore also from your fellow men. 

You did not accept failure, nor were you afraid of successes. You knew every detail, 
and you saw the big picture. And each of the details remained beside you throughout 
the entire process, and that led to great decisions and intense activity. 

You promised to change the orders of priority, and indeed a new order emerged. 
Priorities encouraging development were adopted. Junctions were opened, roads were 
paved. Unemployment dropped, waves of immigration were absorbed. Production 
grew, investments increased. The education budget doubled and science was 
promoted. 

Above all, perhaps as the basis for it all, strong winds of peace began to blow. Two 
agreements with our Palestinian neighbors were achieved. I saw how much the 
Palestinian people and their leaders ~ who are represented here ~ were moved. 
These two agreements will enable them to hold democratic elections and they will 
enable us to free ourselves from the necessity of ruling another nation, just as you 
promised.... 

Leah is at this time without you, but the entire nation is with her and the family. I see 
our people very distressed, a nation with tears in their eyes. The nation also knows 
that the bullet that murdered you cannot and will not kill the ideas you advocated. 

You did not leave us a will, but you left us a path which we will follow with 
5 



determination and faith. The nation is crying. I hope these will be tears for unity, tears 
for peace among us, and peace with our neighbors. 

I see our Arab neighbors, and I would like to say to them that the peace is 
irreversible for both of us. None of us can stop, postpone or hesitate about peace, 
which must be comprehensive and inclusive of old and young. 

From here, Yitzhak, in Jerusalem where you were born, where the three greatest 
religions in history were founded, let us quote the words of our matriarch Rachel, 
whose death occurred on the same date on which you fell: Keep thy voice from 
weeping, and thy eyes from tears, for thy work shall be rewarded and there is hope for 
thy future, said the Lord. 

Goodbye, my eldest brother, the bringer of peace. We will add and continue to carry 
this peace, for near and far, that you wanted and expected in your life and death. 

EITAN HABER, SPEECHWRITER 
Yitzhak, this is the final speech. There will not be another one. For a whole 

generation, more than 35 years, you were my teacher, counselor, and leader. You 
were my father. You were asked to sing a song of peace just five minutes before this 
inhuman person shot you; and you were given a piece of paper with the words of the 
song written down on it. 

Once again, you sang off key. AftenA^ard, you folded the paper carefully in four, and 
at the end of the rally inserted it, as always, into the pocket of your jacket. 

Your blood oozed onto that piece of paper and covered the words of the song of 
peace on that lyric sheet. 

Your blood cries out to us from that sheet. I ask to read the lyrics of a song that could 
have been written yesterday, after you sang there and after they shot you. This is that 
sheet of paper: 

Let the sun rise, the morning shine. 
The most righteous prayer will not bring us back. 
Who is the one whose light has been extinguished. 
And buried in the earth; 
Bitter tears will not wake him, will not bring him back. 
No song of praise or victory will avail us. 
Therefore, sing only a song of peace. 
Don't whisper a prayer ~ 

sing aloud a song of peace. 

Yitzhak we miss you. 

KING HUSSEIN OF JORDAN 
My friends, I had never thought that the moment would come, like this, when I would 

grieve the loss of a brother, a colleague and a friend, a man, a soldier, whom 1 trust on 
the opposite side of a divide, whom I respected as he respected us ~ a man I came to 
know because I realized as he did, that we have to cross over the divide, establish a 
dialogue, get to know each other and strive to leave for those who follow us a legacy 
that is worthy of them. And so we did. And so we became brethren and friends. 

I've never been used to standing, except with you next to me, speaking of peace, 
speaking of our dreams and the hopes of generations to come that must live in peace, 
enjoy human dignity, come together, work together to build a better future, which is our 



right. 
Never in all my thoughts did it occur to me that my first visit to Jerusalem in response 

to your invitation, and the invitation of the Speaker of the Knesset, at the invitation of 
the President of Israel, would be on such an occasion. 

You lived as a soldier, you died as a soldier for peace. 
And I believe it is time for all of us to come out openly and to speak of peace. Not 

here today, but for all the times to come. We belong to the camp of peace. We believe 
in peace. We believe that our one God wishes us to live in peace, and wishes peace 
upon us, for these are his teachings to all the followers of the three great monotheistic 
religions, the children of Abraham. 

Let's not keep silent. Let our voices rise high to speak of our commitment to peace 
for all times to come. And let us tell those who live in darkness, who are the enemies 
of life, and through faith and religion and the teachings of our one God, this is where 
we stand. This is our camp. Maybe God will bless you with the realization that you 
must join it, and we'll pray that He will. But othenwise, we are not ashamed, nor are we 
afraid, nor are we anything but determined to continue the legacy for which my friend 
fell, as did my grandfather in this very city when I was with him and but a boy. 

He was man of courage ... and he was endowed with one of the greatest virtues that 
any man can have. He was endowed with humility. He felt, with those around him, an 
evolution of responsibility. He placed himself, as I do, and have done often, in the 
place of the other partner to achieve a worthy goal. And we achieved peace, an 
honorable peace and a lasting peace. 

He had courage, he had vision and he had a commitment to peace. And standing 
here, 1 commit before you, before my people in Jordan, before the world, myself to 
continue to do my utmost to insure that we leave a similar legacy. And when my time 
comes, I hope it will be like my grandfather's and like Yitzhak Rabin's. 

For his spirit ~ and I try and make sense for the people of Jordan, my family, the 
people of Israel ~ decent people throughout the world feel today. So many live and so 
many inevitably die. This is the will of God, this is the way of all, but those are fortunate 
and lucky in life, those who are great are those who leave something behind and you 
are such a man, my friend. 

The places in my country, among the majority of our people, and our armed forces 
and people who once were your enemies are somber today and their hearts are 
heavy. Let's hope and pray that God will give us all guidance, each in his respective 
position, to do what he can for the better future that Yitzhak Rabin sought with 
determination and courage. 

PRESIDENT MUBARAK OF EGYPT 
It is with deep regret that we assemble here today to pay our last respects to Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin, a courageous leader and a recognized statesman. His earnest 
efforts to achieve peace in the Middle East are a testament to his vision - which we 
share ~ to end the suffering of all the peoples of our region. 

He defied the prejudices of the past to tackle the most complicated of problems, 
namely, the Palestinian problem, in a forthright manner. The success he achieved in 
this regard has firmly laid the foundations of peaceful coexistence between 
Palestinians and the Israelis in a climate of trust and mutual respect. These 
achievements have undoubtedly established him as a true hero of peace. 

The untimely loss of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at this important juncture in the 



history of the Middle East has dealt a severe blow to our noble cause. We must, 
therefore, redouble our efforts and reaffirm our obligation to continue the sacred 
mission to achieve a just and lasting peace. 

We must deprive those treacherous hands, hostile toward our goal, from reaping the 
rewards of their vile actions. Only through our unwavering commitment to this objective 
can we truly honor the memory of this fallen hero of peace. 

And I could say that the best memorial for Yitzhak Rabin is to continue what he 
started, which is the peace process. For as we mentioned several times, peace is so 
precious for the whole people all over the world. 

On this sad occasion, ladies and gentlemen, I extend the condolences of the people 
and the Government of Egypt and my personal condolences to the Government and 
the people of Israel and the family of Mr. Yitzhak Rabin. 

Caption: 
Photos: President Clinton told mourners, 'Israel's covenant with God ~ for freedom, 

for tolerance, for security, for peace ~ that covenant must hold.' He noted, 'That 
covenant was Prime Minister Rabin's life work.' His voice sometimes breaking, he 
spoke to thousands.; Eitan Haber, speechwriter for Yitzhak Rabin, reads from the 
bloodstained text of the 'Song of Peace' that the slain Prime Minister had in his pocket 
when he was killed. (Reuters; Associated Press) 
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PRESIDENT WnXIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT THE LTITLE ROCK CENTRAL H. S. BILL SIGNING 

THE WHITE MOUSE 
November 6,1998 

Acknowledge: tlic First Lady; Sec. Slateii Sen. HtitcWilsmu R«ps. Bcnnic Thpmpson. Vic 
I, Grogoiy Mfifikfi; Mayor Jim Daiky; Eastern H. S. Choir, 

^ . want to aay a special thank you to my good ftiend Sen. Dale Bimpga^Last month. Sen, 
Bump^ gave a final - and. as always, brilliant - speech on the Senate floor. In it, he mentioned 
an inspiring teacher who once stopped him when he was reading out loud and said to the whole 
class, "Doesn't he have a nice voice? Wouldn't it be tragic if he didn't use that talent?" I think it's 
fair to say that Sen. Bumpere has done that teacher proud using that eloquent, impaasioned voice 
and his other imnwrnse talents to make sure that millions of children could make use of their own 
God-given talentaf&c owe him an enormous debt of giatitudftfor nearly five decades 6f̂  
courageous, caring-public service to Arkansas and to America.̂  } 

And now I want to thank six otlier true American heroes: My good fiiend Ernie Qiscai. 
Elizabeth Hokford. Carlotta Walls LaNier. Terrence Sohflda. Jefferson Hamas, Minyean [minnie-
jean] Brown Trickev. And 1 want to send my best wishes to three who could not be here: Melba 
PatillQ [pah-TIL-oh] fieals. rTlnn̂ Rav Karlmark. and Thelma MolhCTShfld [mother-shed] Siail- In 
September, 1957, these nine men and women - then just teenagers scekmg to develop their own 
talents at a'quality pubUc school -- risked their lives and changed America forever. Daisy Bfltea said 
it best: "Only through the unbelievable oubage at Little Rock was the world brought to a sharp 
realization of the shameful discrimination by the world's greatest demoaacy." 

Because of their couiage - and that of their parents and the leaders and community 
members, both black and white, who helped guide their way - Central High has become a hallowed 
symbol for our nation... a place eveiy bit as sacred as Gettysburg and Independence Hall. And that 
is why, in a few moments, I will officially designate Central High as America's newest National 
Historic Site. 

The first time the Fû t Lady and 1 had the privilege of meeting with all the members of the 
Little Rock Nine was 30 years after they walked bravely into the den of rwial hostility, and like 
Daniel, tamed the beasts of anger, incomprehension, and fear. I was Governor at the time, and I 
asked these heroes to come to the Governor's Mansion so they would know, once and for aU, that 
the office that had once blocked their way now welcomed them with open arms. 

Last year, the First Lady and I honored the Little Rock Nine on the very steps they had 
climbed to raise our nation closer to its highest ideals. It was one of the most important and moving 
days of my entire Ufe. For as long as 1 live, I will never forget watching each of them climb tĥ ise 
steps once again, and cross proudly, emotionally, through the doors held wide open for their return. 

Today, wc meet at the White House. And, at least for me, the swirl of memories and 
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"Yehuda A m i c h a i ^ L i f e of Poetry 1948-1994". 
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SPECIAL TO THE JEWISH TIMES 

By Yehuda Amichai. Translated from the Hebrew by Benjamin Harshav and Barbara 
Harshav. 

HarperCollins, 477 pgs., $30. 

Yehuda Amichai's extraordinary c o l l e c t i o n of poetry epitomizes Ezra Pound's 
famous dictum that " l i t e r a t u r e i s news that stays news." Last week the poet, 
frequently touted as a candidate f o r the Nobel Prize i n l i t e r a t u r e , read his 
poem "Wild Peace" at the Nobel Peace Prize ceremonies i n Oslo honoring Yasser 
Arafat, Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres. The poem echoed a recurring theme i n Mr. 
Amichai's poetry: the very public sphere of war encroaching on an i n d i v i d u a l ' s 
private world. ^ 

" I know that I know how to k i l l , / I am m^wn up./ And my son plays with a toy 
gun that knows/How to open and close i t s ^ ^ ^ ^ a n d say ' Mama.'/Peace/Without the 
commotion of tu r n i n g swords i n t o plowsha^^^Bithout/words, without/The sound of 
heavy seals ... "Let i t be," the poet con^jPred, "Like w i l d flowers, /Suddenly, 
an imperative of the f i e l d : /Wild peace." 

Chief among Mr. Amichai's many l i t e r a r y feats i s his remarkable a b i l i t y to 
remain an e s s e n t i a l l y autobiographical poet while imparting larger t r u t h s about 
the h i s t o r y and the fate of the Jewish people. He i s also a modern prophet who 
eschews the rol e by claiming to be "a poor prophet. Like a poor boy with 
only/Two colors: I paint my l i f e i n war/And i n love, i n clamor and i n silence." 
Much of Mr. Amichai's poetry centers on the anguish brought on by the four wars 
in which he fought. In a sequence of poems e n t i t l e d "Jerusalem 1967," Mr. 
Amichai r e f l e c t s on I s r a e l i c h i l d r e n "growing up hal f i n the ethics of t h e i r 
fathers/And h a l f i n the teaching of war." 

The calamitous t r a n s i t i o n he made from a closeknit, r e l i g i o u s l y observant 
household to a turb u l e n t , secular adulthood i s revealed i n the long 
autobio-graphical n a r r a t i v e "The Travels of Benjamin the Last, of Tudela." I n 
the poem the speaker looks back on his l i f e from the perspective of middle age. 
He frequently quarrels with "the sweet invented God of my childhood" whose 
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at least î ade some progress on i t because ha started griping 

t*:nH <'pr raform Q£ our laws on natura3^^jsanrcg»_yi_ 
ana he^ot^omTthiiSirdo^^ get everything ^ 
wanted to do done because there were too many psopla l ike Simpso, 
stopping U3, but - (laughter) - eventually we ' l l get i t done. 

r H ^ 3tood up feior-ffirTonstiturttwi nf thajlnirpiii fftfttaa.^ /• 
Hor the w«irare of our chi ldren,rlor the future of America^* meriea^* i n ^ 

LCW^ignoraiye 

\jo\ 

And I was s i t t i n g here looking at David and Barbara and 
Betty and Dale, and I was thinking, i t do«a not take long to li^wi 
I l i L Time passes quickly. And a l l we can do is Mke the mosK 
of every day God givca us. I think that my days have bean 
richer, and 1 know that Hillary's have, and I balieve our public 
'arvice has been better because very early on we matr came to 
know, love, admire and learn from Dale and Betty Bumpera. We 
w i l l love them always. 

6n Dale P-umriP^-' ^ o f f i c i a l v i s i t to^f^n "> '̂'̂ «' 
House, not ver^lnng agQ^ya-wapltj of waaK-s a<jo, we 

"Tift _ _ _ tasliillQtuTi 
connect^ tê tej&ft»***. aignaa a.BgiBi.â j.u» waH IiHt^^" 
u e , e , y r ^ ^ ^ High school B J l j j l e r g r t g ' g l ^ B . ^ *"."!'^f?^i!^!^iiSi!"L 
t h a T m r ^ I c I g a i U l x e - - ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a l l ^ t h a - L l I ^ R o c k 

At this time, when the world natdij. go in.uch from the . LxS^^^A^ 
Middle East t o Northern Irela n d t o the Balkans t o Central A f r i c a Q 
to our own moaneat Streets, a remembrance of what ia basic ana 
good and fundamental about our national l i f e - when ^J^J " 
badlv to be recofrtJUad one to another and to reach out to those 
"rouL t h r w o r l c H h ^ ^ 
LiT*k«^-J«fcD«ierB™?err-fSSi^^ 

Wo w i l l remember them for a l l of oar days with 
gratitude, thanks and laughter. God bleaa you both, 
congratulations on your award. (Applause.) 

This magnificent and beautiful award i s richly ^ ̂  
deserved. I t ' s also very heavy. (Laughter.) But, what the 
hack. I f John Glenn can go into space, they can hold this award-
God blesa yoci. Congratulations. (Applause.) 

and 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

cjfficB of the Press SecrBt«ry 

For Immediate Release 
Oeceniber 8, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT ^ A^UJ^sn^'^'^-^ 
AT PEACE LINKS "PEACE ON EARTH" GALA ^ 
HONORINCS DALE AND BETTY BUMPERS 

Capital Hilton Hotel 
Washington. D.C. 

8:36 P.M. EST 

PRESIDENT CLINTON; Ladies and gentlemen, Hillary began 
bv saying thla was a bittersweet moment for us/ and indeed i t i=• 
Scne?h«lLs, I do want to thax,k a l l of you for making " P°"^J1« . ̂  
?S"nk Joan Baker, Deba Leach and a l l the Peace Link .̂ ^̂ ''̂ ' „̂  
our good triend. Reverend Wogaman, for praying over us. GodJthowa we 
need i t . I thank my friend, Peter Duchen, for being here and for 
playing. 

And I want to thank Alan Simpson for destroying a l l the 
stereotypes that we Democrats like to have about Republicans, 
(iauqhte? ) He's t a l l and funny. (Laughter and applause.) And, as 
i o H n o " he has f i n a l l y destroyed the myth that Harvard .s an 
e l i t i s c i n a t i t u t i o r i . (Laughter.) And maybe even that i t 3 an e l i t e 
i n s t i t u t i o n . 

I thsnk Ann Bingaman tor her wonderful remarks, and a l l 
the members of the Senate, the diplomatic corps, 
here tonight; and our wonderful friends. David and Barbara Pryor, for 
being here. 

You know, the six of us — we three couples — we've 
beea together a long tiitie. I met David Pryor when ho was running f ^ r ^ 
CcjQre°rin 197 6.Tl ^otod for Dale Bumpera whan he tan for governor/ 
t ^ f t r s t t i i e , inK970. We were a l l on the ballot i« ̂ ^JJ « f \ 
the only one that lost. (Laughter.) And - i t ' s a ^ ^ o f J ^ i ^ | i s L c ^ 
cSLdUve i f I had won, I'd have gene to J S 2 ^ " " ' , r J ^ t S ! ? r ^ 
brp^5pI^l>.B-tTnnpFnn, -ighd never become Preaident. (Laughter.) 

But over these iaat more than 20 yeara now, we'va been 
together on countless occosions. When we *11 in dS thJse 
- When 1 was governor and they ware our senators, we did a l l those 
parades that David talked about. We did countless ̂ o*«t8 and roasts. 
So even crashed i n e plane together once, nearly made every other 
polItiCian i n Arkansas ecatatic a l l at one time --we opened a l l the 
jobs at once. (Laughter). But we walked away from i t . 

[we've borrowed each other's stories m e r c i l e s s l ^ ^ ^ - ; ; ^ ^ — 
.cSi. Pres?dens--ax^ \ T harfjno Pre8ldent_JEmia_-niey tn»j.i3..ifch wagu n -̂v— —- ^ 

I L r r - ^ ^ j S ^ B s ^ c r T h a d ^ ^ ^ * - I wish I had a nicicQl for every tlmo 
\ ulle Bum5?W-iTa^«lled mrlnd Said, "NOW, t e l l me that joke 
)J oSe mo^'^SeT (Laughter.) And I'd get halfway through the 

joke and he'd remember i t , ytfCremember P^^^^^^^^jf"^,*^"^ 
i a u g h i n a ^ ^ I could j u g j l h e " ĥe tears r o l l i n g down^is cheeks. 

This would be a batter place i f wo had more people who 
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lauqh l i k e that. This would be a stronger national capital i f we 
had more people l i k e Alan Simpson and Dale Bumpars and David 
Pryor that could t e l l these stories and reach across party lines. 
(Applause). 

You know, Betty and Dale were raised i n a tradition i n 
Arkansas ~ a l i t t l e town i n western Arkansas where, I f you took 
yourself too seriously, you were deflated quickly, ^nd people 
know about you, a l l about you. And they loved you anyway.. I t s 
easy ?o g=t awLy from that, the more distance you get trom real 
l i f l in this business.rso I have to t e l l you that one of the 
things that I am most ^ a f u l to both of them for is remaining 
real people in every way, throughout a l l these V^^f* . 
laughter, the tears; the drama, the struggles; real flesh and 
blood, p a t r i o t i c , wondcTsful human beings. I t means a l o t , and 
more every passing day. \ 

I thank Betty for her vision. We've made a lot of fun 
or a l l the things she's done with Peace Links, but i f you think 
about i t , i t ' s a truly astonishing thing, i t proves, reaily-
that there is such a thing as citizen empowerment. And one 
parson with vision and enough people, l i k e Ann, ready to be 
dragooned into service, can change th* course of history. 

Think about what we're discuasing today. Today we're 
impatient because the Russians haven't r a t i f i e d the START I I 
treaty, so we can negotiate another treaty, SO we can 
dramatically slash our nuclear arsenals further. And when we do, 
i t s t i l l won't be enough to suit Betty, but i t w i l l be partly 
because ahe has been pushing US a l l this time, and a l l the other 
Peace Links members. (Applause.) 

I want to thanie Betty for something else too: that she 
and Dale pioneered this whole buslne?.?. of. immunizing our -
children. Last night we had a Christmas party at the White 
House, Betty, and I thought about you, because f yow?- handsome 
man came through the line and shook hande with Hillary and me and 
h« said -- he looked at us and he said, I want you to know, for 
the last three years, I have run your inmiunizatlon program. And 
i t ' s been the proudest experience of my l i f e . 

He said, We've gotten tans of thoueands of volunteers 
a l l across America and, for the f i r s t time i n 
got over 90 percent of our children Ininunizad, and aU these kids 
are going to l i v e that would not have lived -- they'll be ^omal, 
and would not ĥ »va had normal lives before. A n V n ^ ^ ^ J l n l !cu 
f i r s t person that sensitieed me to that issue. And 1 thank you 
for that and I hope you're proud of that achievement for your 
country. (Applause.) 

I w,int to say Just a word about Dale. J have to 
forgive him, tor one thing - I'm i n this «ort of f«9iv»""» 
modi. (Laughter.) Dale Bumpers never f a i l s to introduce me and 
David Pryor as the second beat governors Arkansas ever had. 
( t i u g h S ) And I forgive him because i t ' s probably true. 

^ W» an inspiration to Dim id BRfTnr», e^r^^B^A-^-M - ] 
T,̂ js=as I look back on his long public career, including his J 

Xr,w«rnor and the 9 447 votes he cast in the United service as governor ana ^ ^ ^ 
statas Senate v<araa--g»B>̂ »Tn5tt}y mn,i»4.«BUiuu,-ffotes to preserve 
t h e ^ t ^ S ^ l 7 ? i ^ — ^ S S ^ ^ DaleBumESXi^^t 

T t^H^ 'fTn»-.davs a<iD^gpt a-TMort on the hole i n tne 
Peace J i-Tk A e biflaestxir>6aa aver been and 
ozone over the South fOJ-S, i t e/tne WJ>H»('=«>̂ *>- ̂ -T ^ ....̂  V.«„A 
i t s duration is longer than anS^we've Svflp/meaaiIr5a7---AGdj^ave 
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE CITIZENS OF TUCSON 

ON MEDICARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

Tucson Convention Center 
Tucson, Arizona 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you. I was j u s t 
wondering i f Esther would agree to go back to Washington w i t h me. 
(Applause.) That was amazing. 

Thank you f o r your wonderful welcome. I had no idea 
when I got here t h a t I was coming t o a place so large or so b e a u t i f u l 
or completely f u l l , w i t h a good crowd outside. And i t ' s a r e a l 
testament t o your good c i t i z e n s h i p . You can't imagine, as 
Congressman Kolbe said, what t h i s weather looks l i k e t o us. I t has 
been f r e e z i n g i n Washington. And I come here, and I'm so r t of a 
sports fan — you've got three teams i n spring t r a i n i n g ; you've got 
t h i s great g o l f tournament going on here. And here you are w i t h me. 
Thank you very much. I'm very g r a t e f u l . (Applause.) 

I'd l i k e t o thank Mayor M i l l e r f o r meeting me at the 
a i r p o r t and being here today. And he and his wife met me, and i t ' s 
her b i r t h d a y today -- I hope she's enjoying t h i s unusual c e l e b r a t i o n 
of her b i r t h d a y . (Applause.) 

I thank County Supervisor Sharon Bronson f o r her remarks 
and her presence here today. And Congressman Kolbe, thank you f o r 
crossing d i s t r i c t and par t y l i n e s t o be here w i t h us today. We 
appreciate i t very much. (Applause.) I thank my good f r i e n d , Ed 
Pastor, and his wif e f o r t h e i r f r i e n d s h i p and support and leadership 
over the years. I thank him f o r t h a t . (Applause.) 

I know Attorney General Janet Napolitano and several 
l e g i s l a t o r s and t r i b a l leaders and others are here. I thank them 
for being here. (Applause.) I t h i n k the Di r e c t o r of the Pima 
County Council on Aging, Marian Lupu i s here. (Applause.) I was 
t o l d before I got here t h a t Linda Ronstadt and Cece Peniston are 
here, and i f they are, thank you f o r being here. And i f they're 
not, I'm g i v i n g them free p u b l i c i t y . That's okay, too. (Laughter.) 

You know, I'm d e l i g h t e d to be back i n Arizona, I'm 
de l i g h t e d to be here. Ed t o l d me th a t I am the f i r s t President 
to come t o Tucson since President Ford. I f t h a t ' s t r u e , the 
others d i d n ' t know what they were missing, I can t e l l you t h a t . 
(Applause.) I'm not sure, but I believe t h i s i s the f i r s t time 
I've had the o p p o r t u n i t y i n Arizona t o thank the people of 
Arizona f o r t h e i r support f o r the Vice President and me i n 1996, 
and I'm very g r a t e f u l f o r t h a t . (Applause.) 

This s t a t e i s l i v i n g proof that the great era of 
westward expansion d i d not end a century ago; i t i s s t i l l going 
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on. And when I look out here at a l l of you, I am reminded that 
when /America looks to the west, i t s t i l l sees the f u t u r e . We see 
i n Arizona the glimpses of America's f u t u r e , and the seismic 
s h i f t s i n population, and growth you are already undergoing. 

The Mayor mentioned H i l l a r y -- the one t h i n g -- (applause) -- I 
wanted to say t h i s -- the one t h i n g H i l l a r y said t o me t h i s morning, 
only h a l f kidding, before I l e f t -- I said, you know, look at t h i s 
-- t h i s speech begins by saying, Arizona i s the m i r r o r of the f u t u r e , 
a l l these s h i f t s i n population. She said, yeah, there's another way 
i t ' s a m i r r o r of the f u t u r e , too; the women are i n charge at l a s t . 
(Applause.) I t h i n k my p o l i t i c a l career j u s t got i n there under the 
wire. That's what I t h i n k . (Laughter.) 

Let me say to a l l of you, we've had a good time today 
and I am d e l i g h t e d to be here. But I do want to take a few 
moments t o have a serious discussion w i t h you about what I 
believe we should be doing i n t h i s l a s t year of the 20th century. 
And I t h i n k i t i s t e r r i b l y important, because the United States 
i s so f o r t u n a t e today t o have the longest peacetime expansion i n 
our h i s t o r y and the lowest peacetime unemployment since 1957 and 
a l l the other economic i n d i c a t o r s you know w e l l . We're i n our 
second year of budget surpluses a f t e r 30 years of d e f i c i t s . 
Welfare r o l l s are about h a l f what they were s i x years ago. We 
are so f o r t u n a t e . 

But the tendency i s f o r people i n p u b l i c l i f e and 
p o s i t i o n s of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and f o r c i t i z e n s at large, a f t e r 
having gone through d i f f i c u l t and challenging times, when things 
get a whole l o t b e t t e r and ordinary f o l k s can f i n a l l y begin to 
f e e l I t -- to see i t i n the highest home ownership i n our 
h i s t o r y , f o r example -- the tendency i s t o say, whew, and t o 
relax, and t o b a s i c a l l y j u s t enjoy t h i s moment or t o t h i n k about 
other t h i n g s , or t o get d i s t r a c t e d . And I believe t h a t would be 
an e r r o r . 

And I ask you t o come here today t o j o i n w i t h me i n 
t h i n k i n g s e r i o u s l y about our f u t u r e , because t h i s p r o s p e r i t y we 
have and t h i s confidence we have gives us not only an 
opp o r t u n i t y , but an o b l i g a t i o n t o t r y t o deal w i t h the long-term . 
challenges America faces. That's what I attempted to t a l k t o the 
American people about i n the State of the Union. I want to 
mention a few of them today and then focus on the ones th a t have 
already been discussed. 

There's one other person, though, I w i l l not f o r g i v e 
myself i f I don't introduce -- a native of Arizona and a very 
important member of my personal White House s t a f f , Mr. Fred 
Duval. So I wanted to introduce Fred. Thank you very much. 
(Applause.) 

One of the b i g challenges you face i n Arizona t h a t a l l 
7\merica w i l l have t o face i s , how do we preserve the environment 
as we grow the economy; how do we maintain what you a l l came t o 
C a l i f o r n i a -- I mean, Arizona — f o r i n the f i r s t place. 
(Laughter.) While you have sustained record -- economic growth. 
I f you moved here from C a l i f o r n i a , i f you're not l i k e Esther and 
you weren't born here, i f you moved here, i t puts you i n an 
awkward p o s i t i o n t o say you wish other people would stay home, 
doesn't i t ? So the question i s , how do we sustain growth as a 
country, knowing we're going t o put more pressure on our n a t u r a l 
resources, and knowing we have l o c a l problems l i k e p reservation 
of greenspace, other n a t u r a l h e ritage, q u a l i t y of water, q u a l i t y 
of a i r , not having t o x i c s i t e s — and t h a t ' s a l l somehow 
connected to a l o t of g l o b a l problems l i k e the warming of the 
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c l i m a t e . 

This i s a major challenge. I know tha t you are working 
on i t . When the Mayor met me at the a i r p o r t he gave me a s h i r t 
t h a t I'm going t o t r y t o wear out t o spring t r a i n i n g when I leave 
you -- on the B e l l o t a Ranch, which you have preserved, I t h i n k 10 
or 12 miles from here -- the kind of t h i n g we ought to be doing 
more of. (Applause.) 

And so one example of what we're t r y i n g to do to help 
you deal w i t h the f u t u r e i s the l i v a b i l i t y agenda th a t I t a l k e d 
about a l i t t l e b i t i n the State of the Union, t h a t the Vice 
President and I developed, t h a t w i l l give communities new t o o l s 
and new resources t o deal w i t h whatever the major challenge i s i n 
any community to making i t more l i v a b l e -- whether i t ' s reducing 
t r a f f i c congestion, or saving greenspace, or promoting smart 
growth. 

We also have to recognize t h a t we're not yet g i v i n g a l l 
of our c h i l d r e n a world-class education, so i n the State of the 
Union I t a l k e d a l o t about how we can b u i l d a 21st century 
education f o r every American c h i l d , from p u t t i n g more teachers i n 
the schools -- (applause) -- to b u i l d i n g or modernizing 6,000 
schools, t o having more summer school and a f t e r - s c h o o l programs, 
to having more charter schools and I n t e r n e t hook-ups f o r a l l of 
our classrooms. (Applause.) These things are very important. 
And Arizona has growth challenges and d i v e r s i t y challenges there 
as w e l l . 

We t a l k e d a l o t about — i n the State of the Union, I 
t a l k e d a l o t about the need to b r i n g economic o p p o r t u n i t y t o the 
communities and the people t h a t s t i l l haven't been part of the 
recovery, whether they're i n urban areas, or i s o l a t e d r u r a l 
areas, or Native American reservations. We have a program now --
i f we can't get investment i n there now when unemployment i s low 
and when money i s ample, i f we can't get p r i v a t e investment t o 
prove fre e e n t e r p r i s e w i l l work f o r a l l Americans who w i l l work, 
w e ' l l never get around t o doing t h a t . So I t h i n k t h a t i s a very 
important t h i n g f o r us t o do now, and I hope you w i l l support 
t h a t . (Applause.) 

But f o r the next few years, a l l of these major 
challenges w i l l be overshadowed by two great decisions: how do 
we deal w i t h the aging of America; and what are we going to do 
now t h a t we f i n a l l y have a budget surplus, what are we going t o 
do w i t h i t ? And I want you t o t h i n k about t h a t . 

You know you are on the c u t t i n g edge of the aging of 
America. Here i n Pima County alone, there are an enormous number 
of people over 65. The number has doubled j u s t since 1980 -- the 
number of Americans over 65 i n the e n t i r e country w i l l double 
w i t h i n 30 years. L i f e expectancy i s already 76 years-plus i n 
America. I f you get t o be 65 years o l d , your l i f e expectancy, on 
average, i s already over 80, w e l l over 80. People over 80 are 
the fastest-growing group of Americans. Esther's j u s t one of the 
crowd there. (Laughter.) And her f a m i l y . 

So what does a l l t h a t mean? Well, i t means tha t before 
you know i t , there w i l l only be two people working f o r every one 
person drawing Social Security. I t means even before t h a t , there 
w i l l be many, many more people on Medicare -- and the older you 
get, the more you tend t o access health services. And even 
staying healthy o f t e n costs money. 

I f you look at t h a t , when the baby boomers r e t i r e we 
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had to wait two generations. I t ' s not u n t i l -- t h i s group that's 
now i n the schools today i s the only group of Americans more 
numerous than the baby boom generation. I'm the oldest of the 
baby boomers, I was born i n 1946 --

Q Me, too. (Laughter.) 

THE PRESIDENT: I t looks b e t t e r on you. (Laughter.) 
And those of us i n the next 18 years are the so-called baby boom 
generation. We r e t i r e , there w i l l be two people drawing --
working f o r every one person drawing Social Security. And even 
before t h a t , as I said, there w i l l be great pressures put on the 
Medicare program because we're l i v i n g longer, and we have more 
access t o high-tech medicine, but we access i t more. 

Another t h i n g t h a t ' s important f o r you t o remember i s 
that Social S e c u r i t y i s not j u s t a retirement program, i t ' s an 
insurance program. One-third of the investments t h a t are paid 
out i n Social S e c u r i t y go to people who become disabled, or t o 
the s u r v i v o r s of people who die prematurely from accidents, 
disease and other t h i n g s . And when you t h i n k about what you're 
g e t t i n g out of Social Security, p a r t i c u l a r l y i f you're not 
drawing i t yet, don't f o r g e t t h a t every year -- you have the 
equivalent of a term insurance p o l i c y t h a t ' s issued every year 
against d i s a b i l i t y or death. 

A l l over America, I meet people who l i t e r a l l y would not 
be able to get along were i t not f o r these b e n e f i t s . So here's 
the problem: Everybody l i k e s Social Security, everybody l i k e s 
Medicare, and we can't sustain the programs unless we make some 
changes -- both changes i n the s t r u c t u r e of the program and 
i n v e s t i n g more money. 

Now, thank goodness we now have a surplus. We're i n 
the second year of surpluses and we p r o j e c t t h a t , on average, 
w e ' l l have them f o r at le a s t another 25 years. That doesn't mean 
that we won't have bad economic years, but on average, year i n 
and year out, w e ' l l have them, and t h a t ' s good. (Applause.) 

Now, i n the State of the Union address, as Esther said, 
I proposed s e t t i n g aside f o r 15 years 62 percent of the surplus 
f o r Social S e c u r i t y and 15 percent of i t f o r Medicare. And I'd 
l i k e to t a l k a l i t t l e about t h a t . I propose to do i t i n a way 
that would enable us t o pay down the n a t i o n a l debt w i t h the 
surpluses -- (applause) -- but as we pay the debt down, t o commit 
the money th a t we're using t o pay the debt down when i t comes 
back i n , when i t ' s manifested i n the out-years, to commit f u t u r e 
years money t o Social Security and Medicare. 

Now, i f we do t h a t , every young person i n the audience 
should be f o r t h a t -- not j u s t because i t would guarantee t h a t 
you would get Social S e c u r i t y and Medicare, but because i f you 
pay the debt down, as I ' l l say more about i n a minute, i t w i l l 
immeasurably strengthen the American economy. And keep i n mind, 
i t i s the st r e n g t h of our economy t h a t i s enabling us to have 
t h i s whole conversation today. I f we s t i l l had 8 percent 
unemployment and a $ 2 0 0 - b i l l i o n d e f i c i t , we'd be l e t t i n g somebody 
else t h i n k about t h i s down the road. 

Now, I want to say, f i r s t of a l l , t h a t I am very 
encouraged t h a t there are more and more members of Congress l i k e 
the two here, Ed Pastor and Jim Kolbe, who are committed to 
seeking reasonable s o l u t i o n s t o these challenges, and who want to 
set aside -- there seems now t o be broad agreement among leaders 
and r a n k - a n d - f i l e members i n both p a r t i e s of Congress t o set 
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aside the l i o n ' s share of the surplus to save Social Security. 

There seems t o be, now, some movement i n the Republican 
m a j o r i t y away from having a large across-the-board tax cut i f i t . 
would take away from the surplus' a b i l i t y t o save Social 
Security. We don't yet have t h a t kind of agreement on s e t t i n g 
aside some of the surplus f o r Medicare, and I t h i n k we should. 
And I'm going t o keep pushing f o r t h a t , because I t h i n k i t ' s 
important, and I ' l l e x p l a i n more about that i n a moment 
because I t h i n k we have to have both Social Security and Medicare 
f i x e d by the end of t h i s year. (Applause.) 

Now, I can t e l l you -- i f you look at what t h i s surplus 
i s p r o j e c t e d t o be over the next 15 years, i f we d i d what I asked 
there would s t i l l be a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of money, out of which 
you could have ta r g e t e d tax cuts, which I t h i n k the best are the 
USA accounts, the savings accounts I proposed, because most 
people need help saving f o r t h e i r r etirement. But you could have 
a ta r g e t e d tax cut. You could have investments f o r defense, f o r 
education, f o r medical research. There's s t i l l money there. 

But keep i n mind: when you save money, i f i t doesn't 
m a t e r i a l i z e , you j u s t d i d n ' t save q u i t e as much as you meant t o . 
Once you give the tax cut, the money's gone. So we're g i v i n g i t 
back to you, and i t was a l l your money i n the f i r s t place. And 
that's good. But i f you want us t o f i x Social Security and 
Medicare, you should want us t o make sure t h a t we invest enough 
to do t h a t . And i f we do i t -- (applause) -- thank you. 

Now, l e t me j u s t t e l l you b a s i c a l l y what I propose t o 
do. What I propose to do i s t o take 62 percent of the surplus, 
commit i t t o Social Security and pay the debt down. And what I 
believe we should do i s t o invest a modest amount of t h i s i n the 
p r i v a t e sector, the way every other retirement plan does. The 
Arizona State retirement plan does; every municipal retirement 
plan does; every p r i v a t e plan does. But I don't want t o see the 
government having too much inf l u e n c e over the stock market, so I 
proposed t o set up a t o t a l l y independent board -- l i k e every 
other retirement plan has -- t h a t no p o l i t i c i a n can have any 
inf l u e n c e over, and then t o l i m i t the aggregate amount of our 
investments t o about 4 percent. I t w i l l never get over 4 percent 
i n the next 20 years. 

There's some d i f f e r e n c e s about t h a t , but i f you do i t , 
y o u ' l l increase the r a t e of r e t u r n on Social Security. When only 
two people work and one person draws, you have t o f i n d some way 
to do i t . Mr. Kolbe's got a d i f f e r e n t way he t h i n k s i s b e t t e r . 

But here's the poi n t I want t o make: I f you set aside 
62 percent of the t r u s t fund f o r Social Security, i t w i l l extend 
the l i f e of the Social Security t r u s t fund to 2050 -- maybe 
another year or two, depending on how much longer the economy 
stays i n good shape. But there are three other things we need t o 
do, and I want you to t h i n k about i t . 

Number one, h i s t o r i c a l l y , to have a good retirement 
system w i t h Social Security, we've always thought we ought t o 
have i t a l i v e f o r 75 years. Number two, the r a t e of poverty 
among s i n g l e e l d e r l y women i s over 18 percent, nearly twice the 
general r a t e of poverty among seniors, and we need t o make some 
adjustments i n the program t o l i f t them out of poverty, I t h i n k . 
(Applause.) 

Number three, I t h i n k i t ' s a mistake, when more and 
more seniors are l i v i n g longer and l i v i n g h e a l t h i e r , t o continue 
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the earnings l i m i t a t i o n on Social Security, that l i m i t s what 
people can earn. (Applause.) And i n t e r e s t i n g l y enough, i f you 
l i f t the earnings l i m i t a t i o n , i t a c t u a l l y costs the t r u s t fund 
money i n the short run because a l o t of people s t a r t c o l l e c t i n g 
t h e i r Social Security. But w i t h i n a matter of a few years, i t 
s t a r t s making money, because even r e t i r e d people who earn income 
pay taxes on i t , so a f t e r a c e r t a i n period i t w i l l a c t u a l l y s t a r t 
r e p l e n i s h i n g the Social Security t r u s t fund. 

Now, t o do t h a t , t o do th a t we w i l l have t o make some 
other changes. And t o do t h a t , we w i l l have t o make some changes 
tha t w i l l be perhaps somewhat c o n t r o v e r s i a l , t h a t w i l l have t o be 
made i n a b i p a r t i s a n fashion. But the changes won't be nearly as 
dramatic, nearly as big and nearly as troublesome as they would 
be i f we d i d n ' t commit the surplus i n the f i r s t place. 

So I hope that you w i l l support t h i s idea of committing 
the surplus and then you w i l l t e l l -- we're down i n Ed's d i s t r i c t 
now -- t e l l him t h a t you know he wants t o preserve Social 
Security, you know he wants t o take care of the people t h a t have 
to be taken care of, and you w i l l t r u s t him t o go up there and 
make some decisions t h a t may be somewhat c o n t r o v e r s i a l today, but 
10 or 20 years from now w e ' l l a l l be thanking goodness th a t the 
Congress of the United States was w i l l i n g t o do what i t takes to 
save Social S e c u r i t y f o r 75 years. And I t h i n k t h a t ' s important. 
(Applause.) 

Now, l e t me say furthermore, on Medicare, here's the 
problem. We've made a l o t of changes i n Medicare t o t r y t o cut 
down on fraud and abuse, and there was a bunch of i t . Right now, 
the t r u s t fund i n Medicare i s stable f o r 10 years; t h a t ' s the 
good news. Here's the bad news. Ten years i s not enough; we 
ought t o s t a b i l i z e i t f o r 20 years. And as probably most of you 
have noticed, i n f l a t i o n and the cost of health care has gone way 
down the l a s t few years. Health insurance premiums have not been 
going up very f a s t . We've got them back i n l i n e w i t h i n f l a t i o n . 

When I became President, f o r many years before t h a t , 
health insurance premiums had been going up at three times the 
rate of i n f l a t i o n . But a l o t of the savings, the easy savings 
that could be squeezed out f o r managed care -- and some not so 
easy, which i s why I'm f o r the p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t s --
(applause) -- a l o t of those savings have been squeezed out. So 
t h i s year, i t i s estimated t h a t h e a l t h insurance premium costs 
w i l l increase about 7 percent, whereas the general rat e of 
i n f l a t i o n w i l l be j u s t a l i t t l e over 2 percent. 

So you can see t h a t t h a t ' s a r e a l problem. We can't 
sustain the present budgeted costs of Medicare. We're going t o 
have to put some more money i n i t . I f we put 15 percent of the 
surplus aside f o r Medicare f o r 20 years, 15 years, we could take 
the t r u s t fund out from 2010 t o 2020. 

Now, I would also l i k e t o see us begin t o work i n t o 
Medicare a p r e s c r i p t i o n drug b e n e f i t , which I t h i n k would 
d r a m a t i c a l l y improve i t . (Applause.) But keep i n mind, the 
program doesn't have enough money now. We've got t o be c a r e f u l 
how we do i t because you could spend a whole l o t of money i n a 
hurry and give people who may not need i t the b e n e f i t . But i f 
you t h i n k about i t , we're spending -- we've had a remarkable 
b i p a r t i s a n consensus. You know, you wouldn't t h i n k we ever 
agreed on anything, I'm sure, out here -- (laughter) -- once i n a 
great while we agree on something. And one of the things t h a t 
we've had r e a l agreement on ever since I've been i n Washington, 
for the l a s t s i x years, has been t o d r a m a t i c a l l y increase 
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spending f o r medical research. And some of the f i n d i n g s are 
brea t h t a k i n g . 

We've uncovered the genes th a t give a strong 
p r e d i s p o s i t i o n to breast cancer. We've done nerve 
t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n s i n l a b o r a t o r y animals from legs to spines t h a t 
have a c t u a l l y cured broken s p i n a l cords i n la b o r a t o r y animals. 
Just unbelievable things t h a t have breat h t a k i n g p o t e n t i a l f o r the 
f u t u r e . But i f we're i n v e s t i n g a l l t h i s money t o t r y t o come up 
wi t h medicine, f o r example, th a t helps to keep people w e l l or to 
cure c o n d i t i o n s that were formerly incurable, t h a t d r a m a t i c a l l y 
improve the q u a l i t y of l i f e , we want to be able to b r i n g those 
i n t o the l i v e s of the /American people. 

And i f you're worried about people, i n e f f e c t , as we 
get older p u t t i n g enormous burdens on the h o s p i t a l costs, which 
i s a l l the money i s -- you know, h o s p i t a l and doctor v i s i t s -- i f 
we can work out the r i g h t sort of p r e s c r i p t i o n drug b e n e f i t , 
w e ' l l a c t u a l l y save money over the long run because people w i l l 
stay out of the h o s p i t a l , t h e y ' l l stay out of c o s t l y medical 
care, they w i l l stay healthy. (Applause.) So we have t o work 
hard to kind of get t h i s r i g h t . 

So again, my proposal i s , set aside 15 percent of the 
surplus f o r Medicare; take the t r u s t fund out t o 2020; but 
recognize we're going t o have t o make some changes there f o r the 
same reason we have t o make some changes i n Social Security, and 
e s p e c i a l l y i f we want t o add a p r e s c r i p t i o n drug b e n e f i t f o r the 
people who r e a l l y need i t . 

Now, t h a t ' s the general o u t l i n e of my proposal. But I 
also want t o emphasize, i f you save the surplus f o r 15 years --
we save a l i t t l e over three-quarters of t h i s surplus f o r 15 years 
and used i t t o buy i n t o p u b l i c l y - h e l d debt, and to pledge the 
fu t u r e revenues t o Social Security and Medicare, here's what 
would happen. We would go from a n a t i o n a l debt t h a t today was 
quadrupled between 1981 and 1993, we quadrupled the debt -- and 
i t was 50 percent of our annual income -- today i t ' s down t o 44 
percent of our annual income. I n 15 years, i t w i l l be down to 7 
percent of our annual income. The l a s t time i t was 7 percent of 
our annual income was 1917, r i g h t before we went i n t o World War 
I . 

What does t h a t mean to you i n p r a c t i c a l terms? This i s 
where I want the young people i n the audience t o l i s t e n . I t w i l l 
mean tha t the Congress t h a t meets 15 years from now, instead of 
having t o take a I3-plus-cents of every d o l l a r you pay i n taxes 
r i g h t o f f the top t o pay i n t e r e s t on the debt, w e ' l l be spending 
2 cents of every d o l l a r you pay i n taxes to pay i n t e r e s t on the 
debt. (Applause.) 

In the e a r l y years, most of the d i f f e r e n c e w i l l go t o 
f i x Social S e c u r i t y and Medicare. But over time, t h a t ' s a huge 
amount of money t h a t can be invested i n the needs of f u t u r e 
generations. I t can be p r o v i d i n g f o r tax cuts; i t can be 
pr o v i d i n g f o r anything out i n the country when we get t h i s debt 
o f f . 

But what I want the young people t o understand here, 
e s p e c i a l l y i s i f we s t a r t paying t h i s debt down and we go a l l the 
way, i f we stay on t h i s t r a j e c t o r y we could be debt-free f o r the 
f i r s t time i n 2018. That's j u s t 19 years from now. And i n the 
meanwhile -- (applause) -- w e ' l l have lower i n t e r e s t rates, 
higher investment, more investment i n new business and new jobs, 
home mortgage rates w i l l be lower, c r e d i t card payments w i l l be 
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lower, car payments w i l l be lower, student loan rates w i l l be 
lower, and the economy w i l l grow f a s t e r . (Applause.) Now, I 
want you t o t h i n k about i t . Why w i l l t h a t happen? Because the 
government w i l l not be going i n and t a k i n g up a bunch of money 
every year t o finance the d e f i c i t . So i n t e r e s t rates w i l l go 
down, savings w i l l go up, investment i n our f u t u r e w i l l go up. 

So t h i s proposal i s good f o r younger people f o r two 
reasons: This i s not -- f o r one t h i n g , people on Social Security 
now don't have t o worry, i t ' s going t o be f i n e f o r 30 years; you 
don't have t o worry. Now, you do, most of you on Medicare, have 
to worry because i t ' s not going t o be f i n e a f t e r 10 years i f we 
don't f i x t h a t . 

But every /American of every age should care about t h i s . 
Why? Well, f o r one t h i n g , I can t e l l you as the oldest of the 
baby boomers, I spend a l o t of time, I stay i n touch w i t h the 
people I grew up w i t h , a l o t of them. Most of them are j u s t 
middle-class people, the kind of people who l i v e here i n Tucson. 
And my whole generation i s obsessed w i t h the thought t h a t our 
retirem e n t , because we're such a large group, would put an 
unacceptable burden on our c h i l d r e n and t h e i r a b i l i t y t o educate 
and r a i s e our grandchildren. And i f we f i x Social Security and 
Medicare, then our c h i l d r e n w i l l have more of t h e i r disposable 
income i n those years t o b u i l d t h e i r f a m i l i e s ' , t h e i r q u a l i t y of 
l i f e and t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s f u t u r e . That's why t h i s i s not j u s t a 
seniors' issue. 

Secondly, i f we pay down the debt, the major b e n e f i c i a r i e s of 
those changes w i l l be the younger people. You know, there's been 
a l o t of t r o u b l e i n the world economy the l a s t couple of years. 
Last year i t was t e r r i b l e . I have worked very hard to t r y t o t u r n 
i t around. I w i l l do everything I can t h i s year to make some major 
s t r i d e s forward, because a l o t of our p r o s p e r i t y depends upon the 
p r o s p e r i t y of our t r a d i n g partners. 

But our a b i l i t y t o c o n t r o l what happens beyond our 
borders i s somewhat l i m i t e d , as a l l of you understand. I can 
t e l l you t h i s : I f we pay t h i s debt down, whatever bad times come 
i n the f u t u r e won't be as bad as they would have been by a long 
shot. (Applause.) And whatever good times come i n the f u t u r e 
w i l l be much b e t t e r than they would have been because of t h i s . 

So I say again, I haven't t r i e d to give you a 
t r a d i t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l speech today, we're j u s t having a t a l k . 
And I appreciate how -- (applause) -- I very much appreciate how 
quiet you've been and how you've l i s t e n e d t o t h i s . 

There are some promising signs i n Washington. I met 
wi t h the leaders of both p a r t i e s i n both Houses, a couple of days 
ago. There's some i n d i c a t i o n t h a t there i s — I t h i n k there i s 
an agreement t h a t we have t o use the l i o n ' s share of the surplus 
to save Social S e c u r i t y . There i s , I t h i n k , some movement toward 
reaching some consensus about the nature of tax cuts, i f they 
ought t o be targeted and b e n e f i t the people t h a t need i t most, 
and t r y t o not get i n the way of saving Social Security. We're 
not there on Medicare yet, and the Medicare problem w i l l come 
soon. 

But we need to hear -- the people of t h i s country need 
to make a de c i s i o n . And t h i s i s maybe a f a i r l y complicated 
scenario I've l a i d out f o r you. I know i t would be a l o t more 
popular to say, we've got a surplus, i t ' s your money,- I'm j u s t 
going t o give i t back t o you. And then you could a l l cheer, and 
I could go home, we'd go watch baseball or do something else. 
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(Laughter . ) 

But what I want t o say t o you i s , t h i s i s a high-class 
problem. This i s nothing t o wring your hands about. The reason 
we have t h i s Social Security and Medicare problem i s because 
we've got the best medical science i n the world and because we're 
a l l l i v i n g longer. This i s not an occasion f o r hand-wringing. 
The older I get, the b e t t e r I l i k e t h i s problem. (Laughter.) 
This i s a high-class problem. 

But we have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o the f u t u r e . This 
country's s t i l l around here, a f t e r more than 200 years, because 
whenever the chips are down and we had to make a decision about 
what kind of country we were going t o be and what f u t u r e we were 
going to have, we d i d the r i g h t t h i n g . And we kept going 
forward. (Applause.) 

And the decisions t h a t we make -- not j u s t i n the 
Congress and the White House, but as a people -- about whether 
we're w i l l i n g t o take on the challenge of securing Social 
Security f o r the 21st century; whether we're w i l l i n g to do the 
same t h i n g f o r Medicare; and whether we're w i l l i n g to save a 
s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t of t h i s surplus t o do those t h i n g s , and to pay 
t h i s debt down, w i l l shape, i n large measure, what America i s 
l i k e f o r the young people i n t h i s audience, and t h e i r 
counterparts throughout the United States. 

This i s a wonderful time t o be i n the United States. 
We can a l l be g r a t e f u l . Because the t r u t h i s , no one -- not even 
the President -- could have pr e d i c t e d t h a t the r e s u l t s of our 
attempts t o reduce the d e f i c i t , to b r i n g i n t e r e s t rates down, 
would have produced these r e s u l t s . And no one can claim sole 
c r e d i t f o r i t . This i s a shared achievement of the /\merican 
people. And we should be proud of i t . (Applause.) 

So as we go back t o Washington and we go back t o work, 
I ask you here -- and I ask you t o t a l k t o your f r i e n d s and 
neighbors i n Arizona, when you're on your phone w i t h your f r i e n d s 
and f a m i l y members throughout the country, I want you t o t e l l 
them about t h i s meeting today. And i f you don't remember 
anything else, j u s t remember, i f we save about three-quarters of 
t h i s surplus f o r Medicare and Social Security, and i f we pay the 
debt down w i t h the surplus, and then i f we have the courage to 
make some decisions t h a t may sound a l i t t l e tough -- to save 
Social S e c u r i t y f o r 75 years, f i x Medicare f o r 20 years, and get 
the debt down t o where i t ' s v i r t u a l l y nonexistent -- America i s 
going t o be a stronger, b e t t e r place. 

These programs w i l l be there, these programs w i l l be 
there f o r the next generation of Americans, .but America w i l l be 
there. America w i l l be there -- b r i g h t e r , b e t t e r , stronger than 
ever before. 

Thank you, and God bless you. (Applause.) 

END 1:08 P.M. MST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Of f i c e of the Press Secretary 
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT, 
THE VICE PRESIDENT, 

SENATOR TOM DASCHLE, AND REPRESENTATIVE DICK GEPHARDT 
AT UNITY MESSAGE EVENT 

Li b r a r y of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 

11:35 A.M. EST 

REPRESENTATIVE GEPHARDT: Mr. President, Mr. Vice President, 
and members of the House and Senate, I would l i k e t o c a l l t h i s j o i n t 
caucus of House and Senate Democrats to order. 

Mr. President, Mr. Vice President, welcome. We are at a 
point i n our h i s t o r y t h a t comes pos s i b l y once or twice i n everyone's 
l i f e . I t ' s a p o i n t where leaders are faced w i t h the o p p o r t u n i t y to 
make a de c i s i o n t h a t w i l l echo a generation i n t o the f u t u r e and w i l l 
help decide what kind of world we w i l l leave t o our c h i l d r e n and our 
grandchildren. 

We are faced w i t h a great challenge. I t i s a challenge 
of whether we do the r i g h t t h i n g f o r our country and choose the 
long-term over the short-term. I t i s a challenge of whether we can 
r i s e to the occasion and make the choices f o r our f u t u r e that w i l l 
leave a strong legacy t o those who w i l l bear the mantle of leadership 
i n the next century. I t i s a challenge t h a t I am confident t h a t we 
w i l l meet. 

We have seen f i r s t h a n d what f i s c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y can 
br i n g to our country and our economy. We are c u r r e n t l y enjoying the 
harvest of the seeds we planted i n 1993, when Democrats, without a 
s i n g l e Republican vote, made the d i f f i c u l t and courageous choice t o 
put our long-term i n t e r e s t s of the United States of America ahead of 
short-term p o l i t i c s . (Applause.) 

We took a step i n 1993 tha t has led t o the b r i g h t e s t 
economic outlook i n a generation; perhaps even i n our l i f e t i m e s . I n 
f a c t , we have the best combination of high growth and low i n f l a t i o n 
since a f e l l o w Missourian, one of my heroes, Harry Truman, was i n the 
White House. 

In 1993, Democrats d i d n ' t pass the buck. We bucked the 
conventional Republican wisdom, and we should be proud of what we 
helped create i n 1993. (Applause.) 

This year, as we look over the horizon t o the f a i n t 
glimmer of a new century, we face yet another challenge. We have to 
decide as a n a t i o n whether we w i l l p l a n t the seeds of growth t h a t 
w i l l continue i n t o the next century. As Democrats, we are unite d by 
our desire t o l i v e up t o t h a t great challenge. We want 
to invest t h i s surplus, a surplus borne of the hard work and 
labor of America's working f a m i l i e s . We want t o make sure t h a t 
f u t u r e r e t i r e e s w i l l be r e l i e v e d of a crushing debt burden th a t 
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nearly b u r i e d our economy a l i v e . We want t o make sure t h a t 
i n t e r e s t rates remain low f o r the next generation, so t h a t 
entrepreneurship and home ownership w i l l continue t o f l o u r i s h . 
We want nothing less than t o pass on the American Dream t o a new 
generation — no less than what our parents gave to us. 

And we want to help address the challenges t h a t face 
working f a m i l i e s on a d a i l y basis. We want t o help l i f t the 
burdens t h a t make r a i s i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n the '90s so d i f f i c u l t 
and s t r e s s f u l . We want t o enact a strong p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of 
r i g h t s t o ensure t h a t f a m i l i e s — (applause) — a strong 
p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t s t o ensure t h a t f a m i l i e s get the hea l t h 
care they pay f o r and t h a t they deserve. When a c r i s i s s t r i k e s , 
you want h e a l t h care and you want i t t o be there, and you want i t 
to work. Every American should have th a t r i g h t . 

These r i g h t s must be strong and they must be enforceable, and 
they must be r e a l . And Democrats w i l l be f i g h t i n g to pass a b i l l 
t hat w i l l do tha t job. (Applause.) 

We want t o increase income s e c u r i t y f o r hard-working 
f a m i l i e s . Even though the n a t i o n a l bank account continues t o 
improve, too many f a m i l i e s s t i l l l i v e paycheck t o paycheck. We 
w i l l work t o increase the minimum wage so t h a t the hardest 
working Americans at the bottom of the ladder have a f i r m g r i p up 
i n t o the middle class. (Applause.) 

And w e ' l l also strengthen enforcement of equal pay 
laws, so t h a t mothers get the pay they deserve and the support 
they need f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s . This i s a world where most 
f a m i l i e s depend on two wage earners. Equal pay f o r equal work i s 
not a luxury, i t ' s a necessity. And we're going to make sure i t 
becomes a r e a l i t y . (Applause.) 

So, my f r i e n d s , we have a l o t t o accomplish. This i s 
an ambitious agenda, and we can't do i t alone. I n these next two 
years we want t o j o i n w i t h Republicans t o pass l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t 
makes a d i f f e r e n c e i n the l i v e s of working f a m i l i e s , and t o 
d e l i v e r the help t h a t they've been w a i t i n g f o r . We want t o make 
progress now, t h i s month, t h i s year, t h i s session. We can't 
a f f o r d t o waste another year or two, mired i n p a r t i s a n wrangling 
and g r i d l o c k . I f you're depending on your health insurance, t h i s 
year you want i t t o be there. I f you're working on the minimum 
wage, you need a l i v i n g wage now. 

We can work together. I t ' s what the American people 
want; i t ' s what they expect. And i t ' s w i t h i n our grasp i f we put 
the n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t above p a r t i s a n s h i p . We w i l l be judged by 
our progress, our a c t i o n , our accomplishment -- not by our words. 
We can take advantage of t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o r i s e above the past 
and in v e s t i n our f u t u r e t o create a new century of p r o s p e r i t y 
and s e c u r i t y f o r a l l of our people. 

On behalf of a l l Democrats I'd l i k e t o thank the three 
i n d i v i d u a l s who are here t o j o i n w i t h us today i n t a l k i n g about 
r e a l issues and r e a l - l i f e challenges. They're here t o t e l l us 
about how Democrats have helped t o make a r e a l d i f f e r e n c e i n the 
l i v e s of people a l l over t h i s country, and how we can s t i l l do 
more to make sure t h a t the next century i s t r u l y the best 
century. They're here t o i n s p i r e us about the success t h a t 
Americans continue t o achieve, and to ra i s e our v i s i o n towards 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s t h a t remain f o r t h i s great nation. And they're 
here t o po i n t the way towards the f u t u r e . 
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That's how a l l of us here today have worked t o b u i l d 
t h i s agenda. We have l i s t e n e d , a l l of our members -- House 
Democrats, Senate Democrats -- have been out i n these l a s t months 
r e a l l y l i s t e n i n g , a c t i v e l y l i s t e n i n g t o the people -- t o t h e i r 
hopes, t h e i r dreams. And we have heard t h e i r c a l l . We have 
always been the p a r t y of the people. And tha t i s why we have 
three c i t i z e n s here today t o t a l k about t h e i r agenda and our 
agenda. 

Their eloquence and s p i r i t r e f l e c t s the soul of t h i s 
great n a t i o n . I t ' s important f o r a l l of us t o l i s t e n and be 
guided by them, f i r s t and foremost. 

Our f i r s t guest i s Maureen Marshall, a teacher at 
S p r i n g f i e l d Elementary School i n Fa i r f a x County, V i r g i n i a . She 
has been teaching f o r eight years, working w i t h 5th and 6th 
graders, and also teaching spe c i a l education classes. She's here 
to t e l l us about the importance of small class size i n the e a r l y 
grades and how i t makes such a c r i t i c a l impact i n ch i l d r e n ' s 
l i v e s . 

Our second guest i s Edwin Bobeale, a 4th generation 
graduate of Tuskegee. P e l l grants helped him earn a bachelor's 
and master's degree and pursue his career w i t h a chemical company 
i n Delaware. He's here t o t a l k about the importance of keeping 
up a strong f e d e r a l r o l e i n supporting higher education of our 
young people. 

And our l a s t guest i s Michael Saylor, founder, president and CEO 
of a company c a l l e d MicroStrategy. Michael w i l l t a l k about the 
economy and how the economy has helped his company and many others 
f l o u r i s h , and why i t ' s important t o reduce the debt t o keep our 
economy strong i n the f u t u r e . 

Now i t ' s my pleasure t o present Ms. Marshall. Give her 
a great b i g Democratic welcome. (Applause.) 

SENATOR DASCHLE: Edwin, Maureen and Michael, on behalf 
of the House and Senate Democratic Caucuses, we thank you f o r 
being here t h i s morning. You are American success s t o r i e s 
p e r s o n i f i e d . (Applause.) Mr. President, Mr. Vice President, we 
are honored and very d e l i g h t e d w i t h your presence w i t h us t h i s 
morning. 

Before I begin a few comments, l e t me salute my partner 
i n the House of Representatives -- I could not have a more 
courageous, a more eloquent, a more powerful leader than I have 
i n the next Speaker of the House, Dick Gephardt. (Applause.) 

This i s t r u l y a u n i t e d Democratic Party t h a t stands 
here today. I also want t o acknowledge the tremendous work of 
White House Chief of S t a f f John Podesta, he's as good as they 
come, and he's here, as w e l l . (Applause.) 

Mr. President, as others have already said t h i s 
morning, s i x years ago w i t h your leadership we made a decision t o 
do the r i g h t t h i n g f o r America. We passed a plan t o balance the 
fede r a l budget. And, today, as our three guests a t t e s t , t h i s 
n ation i s reaping the b e n e f i t s . America i s working again. And 
a f t e r years of postponing our hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s , Americans 
are again f i l l e d w i t h hope and renewed optimism. 

We've gone from the l a r g e s t d e f i c i t i n our nation's 
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h i s t o r y to the l a r g e s t surplus. We now have the best o p p o r t u n i t y 
i n our l i f e t i m e t o deal w i t h some of the biggest s o c i a l and 
economic challenges on our horizon. We cannot squander t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y , and today Democrats stand u n i t e d t o say we w i l l not. 
(Applause). 

P u t t i n g f a m i l i e s f i r s t means Social Security and 
Medicare f i r s t . We support your plan t o invest 62 percent of the 
surplus i n Social Security, and another 15 percent i n Medicare, 
Mr. President. Social Security and Medicare are two of our most 
sacred commitments t o America. I t i s our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y now t o 
ensure t h a t t h i s country respects those commitments, and we w i l l 
do so. (Applause.) 

We need t o make sure Social Security and Medicare w i l l 
be there -- f o r our parents and f o r our c h i l d r e n . I n v e s t i n g 77 
percent of the surplus i n Social Security and Medicare w i l l 
enable us t o do t h a t . I t w i l l allow us t o pay down the debt, to 
save hundreds of b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s i n i n t e r e s t payments, and 
keep the i n t e r e s t low f o r those mortgages and college loans t h a t 
every working American pays. 

But /Americans understand t h a t there are d i f f e r e n c e s 
among us i n Congress -- those d i f f e r e n c e s between Republicans and 
Democrats. And Republicans have already a r t i c u l a t e d a d i f f e r e n t 
plan. They say they'd l i k e t o set aside 62 percent of the 
surplus f o r Social Security, but t h e i r plan today doesn't include 
a n i c k e l f o r Medicare. A f t e r the 62 percent, t h e y ' l l use what's 
l e f t of the surplus f o r a tax cut t h a t overwhelmingly b e n e f i t s 
the w e a l t h i e s t Americans. 

We've analyzed t h a t plan. We now know t h a t people 
who make $800,000 a year w i l l save $20,000 a year i n taxes. But 
f a m i l i e s who earn $38,000 or less a year -- 60 percent of a l l 
/American f a m i l i e s -- w i l l save 27 cents a day. You can't achieve 
big dreams w i t h small change. 

We bel i e v e America's f a m i l i e s deserve b e t t e r than 27 
cents a day. They deserve good schools f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . I f 
they're s i c k , they deserve whatever treatment t h e i r doctor says 
they need, not however l i t t l e t h e i r HMO i s w i l l i n g t o pay. 

Democrats have always believed t h a t i f you work hard 
a l l your l i f e you ought to be able t o r e t i r e w i t h d i g n i t y and 
s e c u r i t y . You shouldn't have t o fear t h a t growing o l d means 
becoming a burden on your c h i l d r e n or anyone else. That i s why 
we fought to create Social Security and Medicare i n the f i r s t 
place. That's why we fought over and over and over to pr o t e c t 
them. 

I t a l k t o people i n South Dakota who t e l l me they're 
worried t h a t they don't have the luxury -- the luxury -- of 
r e t i r i n g . Well, Democrats believe we don't have the luxury of 
ig n o r i n g the coming retirement c r i s i s e i t h e r , and we w i l l not do 
t h a t . (Applause.) 

We need t o strengthen America's retirement s e c u r i t y and 
we're committed t o doing t h a t t h i s year. People between the ages 
of 55 and 65, who don't have the access t o a group health 
insurance plan or who lose t h e i r insurance when they're l a i d o f f 
or t h e i r p l a n t closes, ought t o be able t o buy i n t o Medicare, and 
we want t o make t h a t happen. (Applause.) 

Early r e t i r e e s , who were promised h e a l t h b e n e f i t s t h a t 
are canceled, ought t o be able t o buy i n t o t h e i r former 
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employer's group health plan, too. People between 55 and 65 are 
twice as l i k e l y as someone j u s t 10 years younger to experience 
major h e a l t h problems; they have less access to health coverage 
and they're at a greater r i s k of l o s i n g t h e i r h ealth coverage. 
And they're the fastest-growing age group i n America today. Over 
the next 10 years they w i l l increase by 60 percent. We need to 
close t h i s gap now, before i t gets any worse. 

We must help f a m i l i e s cope w i t h the emotional and 
f i n a n c i a l s t r a i n of c a r i n g f o r the e l d e r l y , the i l l and disabled 
i n t h e i r f a m i l y . And one good way t o do i t i s t o do what the 
Democratic agenda c a l l s f o r , w i t h a $1,000 a year long-term tax 
c r e d i t t o reduce the cost of long-term care. I t ' s time we passed 
that l e g i s l a t i o n , t h i s year, i n 1999. (Applause.) 

Care-giving i s a hard job. Two-thirds of a l l f a m i l y 
caregivers today have t o cut back t h e i r hours or take unpaid 
leave from work. The value of the care they provide i s worth 
b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s . A $1,000 tax c r e d i t i s the l e a s t they 
deserve, and i t ' s the r i g h t kind of tax cut f o r /America's 
f a m i l i e s . 

We must increase the number of Americans w i t h p r i v a t e 
pensions, and get r i d of the i n e q u i t i e s i n the pension system 
that leave so many e l d e r l y l i v i n g at near poverty. Our agenda 
w i l l help -- by making i t easier f o r small businesses to s t a r t 
pension plans, and f o r employees to c o n t r i b u t e t o them. We'll 
also i n v e s t 12 percent of the surplus i n USA accounts t o enable 
working f a m i l i e s t o save f o r t h e i r own retirement i n p r i v a t e 
accounts. 

And f i n a l l y , we need tougher p e n a l t i e s f o r c r i m i n a l s 
who use t e l e m a r k e t i n g fraud and other schemes to take advantage 
of older Americans. We w i l l not l e t the generation that saved 
democracy lose t h e i r l i f e savings t o swindlers. That w i l l not 
happen i f we have anything to say about i t . (Applause.) 

We've come a long way i n s i x years. America i s working 
again. We're daring t o dream again. We have the greatest 
o p p o r t u n i t y i n our l i f e t i m e t o make those dreams come t r u e . 
Democrats are determined, and we are u n i f i e d . America's f a m i l i e s 
need us, and want us, t o enact t h i s agenda, t o seize t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y now. 

I t i s now my great pleasure, and high personal honor, 
to recognize and t o introduce, the President of the United States 
Senate, Al Gore -- our f r i e n d , Al Gore. (Applause.) 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, la d i e s and 
gentlemen, colleagues. And, Tom, thank you -- you have a way 
w i t h a l i n e -- (laughter) -- the t i m i n g and rhythm were 
impressive. 

Let me begin by expressing my sincere and hardy thanks 
to Tom Daschle f o r not only his f r i e n d s h i p t o me and t o a l l of us 
here, but f o r his t r u l y e x t r a o r d i n a r y e f f o r t s as the Senate 
Democratic leader. I don't know when we have ever had i n the 
United States Senate a Democratic leader who has been able t o put 
together the kind of u n i t y , the kind of ideas, the kind of agenda 
th a t Tom Daschle has formed. Every day he f i g h t s f o r what's 
r i g h t f o r the f a m i l i e s of South Dakota and f o r the United States 
of America. We are very lucky t o have such a great Democratic 
leader i n Tom Daschle. Thank you, Tom. (Applause.) 

I was t r y i n g t o f i g u r e out a way t o pause and work i n 
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the word " m a j o r i t y " i n j u s t the r i g h t way there, but we're 
working on t h a t r i g h t now. (Laughter.) 

And l e t me also say a word of s p e c i a l thanks f e l t I 
know i n the hearts of every person here t o Dick Gephardt f o r his 
remarkable leadership of the House Democratic Caucus and f o r h i s 
remarkable a r t i c u l a t i o n of Democratic values and i d e a l s a l l 
across t h i s country. No one has worked harder t o keep our p a r t y 
and our whole country focused on the issues t h a t r e a l l y matter t o 
working f a m i l i e s -- a strong economy, a world-class education, a 
nation w i t h healthy f a m i l i e s and l i v a b l e communities where every 
c h i l d has a chance to l i v e out his or her dream. 

Dick i s a wonderful f r i e n d to a l l of us here. He i s a 
s p e c i a l f r i e n d t o me, and he i s a great, great Democratic leader 
and the next Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
(Applause.) 

I , too, want to thank Maureen Marshall and Edwin 
Bobeale and Michael Saylor f o r t h e i r wonderful statements and the 
way they embody i n t h e i r l i v e s the s t o r i e s of the l i v e s of so 
many m i l l i o n s of Americans -- s t o r i e s t h a t are connected t o t h i s 
agenda f o r 1999 t h a t we're t a l k i n g about here today. 

I , too, want to thank my partner i n the White House, 
John Podesta, who does such a great job, and also his whole team 
i n the White House. He's got a t e r r i f i c team of men and women, 
and I want to s i n g l e out Larry Stein, who i s the Congressional 
Li a i s o n , House and Senate, and the others who are here. 

And we're c l e a r l y at a f o r k i n the road here. I t h i n k 
i t was t h a t great statesman. Yogi Berra, who famously said, when 
you come to a f o r k i n the road you should take i t , and t h a t ' s 
what we're proposing t o do i n t h i s meeting. 

Together, we have fought hard and s u c c e s s f u l l y on 
behalf of America's f a m i l i e s during these l a s t s i x years. We 
have brought our n a t i o n t o a moment of great p r o s p e r i t y , a time 
described by many economic experts now as a time w i t h the 
strongest economy i n the e n t i r e h i s t o r y of the United States. We 
have greater economic o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a l l Americans. There are 
problems t h a t remain t o be addressed and we're keenly aware of 
t h a t . That, too, i s one of the reasons why we're here. We have 
both the o b l i g a t i o n and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o make the r i g h t 
choices f o r America's f a m i l i e s . 

Now, t h i s i s not an e l e c t i o n r a l l y . This i s the 
beginning of a congressional term. And I want to compare i t t o 
what happened a f t e r the e l e c t i o n of 1992, when B i l l C l i n t o n and I 
asked our country t o take a new d i r e c t i o n and make a new s t a r t . 
I t was the year f o l l o w i n g , i n 1993, t h a t the very d i f f i c u l t 
d e c ision had t o be made and we asked a l l Americans to j o i n i n the 
change t h a t we thought was e s s e n t i a l f o r our country. 

We should never f o r g e t t h a t while Republicans, along 
w i t h independents and Democrats out i n the heartland of our 
country, said, yes, i t ' s time f o r a change, the dynamics w i t h i n 
the Republican Party i n the Congress worked i n a way t h a t 
prevented any Republican i n the House or the Senate from v o t i n g 
f o r change. Not one, i n e i t h e r chamber. We provided a l l of the 
votes f o r the economic plan t h a t i s now responsible f o r t h i s 
h i s t o r i c p r o s p e r i t y and progress and momentum i n America. And we 
should remember t h a t . (Applause.) 

I t was the closest of margins i n both Houses and, I 

6 of 14 3/1 1/99 1 1:47 AM 



http://www.pub.whitehouse.gov/uri-...//oma.eop.gov.us/1999/3/3/3.text. 

believe i t was Dick Gephardt who cast the deciding vote i n the 
House of Representatives, and i t was Tom Daschle who rounded up 
the votes t o give me a chance to vote i n the Senate. But my 
point i s t h i s : We demonstrated, i n 1993 and since t h a t time, the 
u n i t y of purpose t h a t i s e s s e n t i a l to move our country i n the 
r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . Well, the American people have endorsed these 
p o l i c i e s , and our agenda. And they d i d so again i n the e l e c t i o n s 
of 1998. 

Now, i n the f o l l o w i n g year, i n 1999, we're asking the 
/American people t o stay w i t h t h i s agenda, and t o help us enact 
the changes t h a t are needed now. We have the u n i t y of purpose --
as a group, as a p a r t y , as a c o l l e c t i o n of men and women wi t h 
dreams and hopes f o r the f u t u r e of t h i s country. 

I would say t h a t I t h i n k t h a t the u n i t y of purpose t h a t 
you're seeing demonstrated here today i s i n contrast t o some 
dissonance and d i v i s i o n on the other side, and I'd ask the 
American people t o take t h a t i n t o account when you hear the 
debates on the f l o o r of the House and the f l o o r of the Senate, 
and when you judge the comparative value of the agenda t h a t we're 
t a l k i n g about here, and what those on the other side are t a l k i n g 
about. Once again, we ask f o r the support of the American 
people, i n c l u d i n g Republicans and independents and Democrats, t o 
help us pass t h i s agenda. 

And f i r s t on the agenda i s , as Dick and Tom have said, 
using the surplus not f o r some r i s k y scheme, but, instead, t o 
save Social S e c u r i t y f i r s t and p r o t e c t Medicare; because now i s 
the time t o make c e r t a i n t h a t those programs are going t o be i n 
s o l i d shape on i n t o the f u t u r e f o r decades to come. 

Now i s the time t o make sure t h a t a l l Americans get the 
best health care, and not j u s t the cheapest health care. That's 
why we want t o pass the l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t has been described to 
you. Now i s the time t o create jobs and b u i l d more l i v a b l e 
communities, by keeping our environment clean. Now i s the time 
to p r o t e c t /Americans' privacy amid the new t h r e a t of t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n age. I read i n the newspaper t h i s morning where some 
person said, w e l l , p rivacy i s gone, you might as w e l l get used to 
i t . Well, i t ' s not and we can't allow t h a t . We can p r o t e c t the 
privacy of American f a m i l i e s i n t h i s e l e c t r o n i c age. 

There's no reason why people of a l l p a r t i e s can't j o i n 
us t o get t h i s agenda passed. And we have to s t a r t w i t h a c l e a r 
p r i n c i p l e . The key i n '93 was f i s c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . That's 
what made i t tough. We knew t h a t i t would be a l i t t l e time 
before the change r e a l l y grabbed hold and, yes, our p a r t y paid a 
p o l i t i c a l p r i c e while the returns were s t i l l coming i n , while we 
implemented the p o l i c i e s t h a t have borne such f r u i t . 

But we cannot t u r n back from t h a t f i s c a l d i s c i p l i n e . 
We have -- we s t a r t e d w i t h the l a r g e s t budget d e f i c i t i n the 
h i s t o r y of our country and, thanks t o Democrats, we now have the 
l a r g e s t budget surplus i n the h i s t o r y of the country. That's 
progress. (Applause.) 

Now, what do we do w i t h t h a t surplus? What do we do 
wi t h these good times? Well, the obvious answer i s , we need t o 
use the good times t o prepare f o r the f u t u r e , t o invest i n our 
people. No r i s k y schemes; no casino p o l i c i e s of the kind t h a t we 
saw i n previous a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s , but good common sense. And t h i s 
p a rty i s the p a r t y of s o l u t i o n s , and t h a t ' s why, again, we're 
asking the /American people t o l e t us solve these problems. 
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Let me spend j u s t a moment on one issue. I t h i n k most 
of us here are agreed t h a t education i s the top p r i o r i t y f o r 
i n v e s t i n g i n the f u t u r e . And I t h i n k most Americans understand 
that there are two basic reasons why i t has t o be the top 
p r i o r i t y . F i r s t , we're obviously i n an Information Age, when 
in f o r m a t i o n i s a bigger part of the economy, and l e a r n i n g has t o 
be the key s t r a t e g i c s k i l l . 

Look at the want ads, and i t ' s abundantly obvious t h a t 
the m i l l i o n s of jobs t h a t are opening up now -- so many of them 
which can't be f i l l e d today -- require s p e c i f i c s k i l l s i n 
handling i n f o r m a t i o n and in f o r m a t i o n technology. But you have t o 
have the base of educational attainment t h a t the three speakers 
who j o i n e d us t h i s morning demonstrate i n t h e i r l i v e s , i n order 
to get those s k i l l s , and then to hold down those jobs. 

The second reason why education has to be the top 
p r i o r i t y i s tha t the generation of young people i n America today, 
18 and under, has j u s t passed by the baby boom, and now they're 
the l a r g e s t generation i n American h i s t o r y . 

There are a couple of books now on the b e s t s e l l e r l i s t 
about t h i s generation of World War I I veterans -- "the greatest 
generation," i t ' s been c a l l e d , those who won World War I I . Well, 
a f t e r they won World War I I , they came home and they saw the baby 
boomers crowding i n t o the schools, and they saw that we were 
unprepared as a nat i o n t o give them the q u a l i t y of educational 
experience they deserved. And so what d i d they do? They b u i l t 
new schools. They h i r e d new teachers. They gave them the best 
t r a i n i n g . They stocked the l i b r a r y shelves w i t h the best and 
l a t e s t textbooks. They passed the G.I. B i l l . They invested more 
in education than ever before. 

And now the p r o s p e r i t y t h a t we are reaping i s i n 
s i g n i f i c a n t measure based on the investments t h a t were made years 
ago i n education t h a t we were able t o take advantage of i n 
p u t t i n g together the economic plan of 1993. Well, the challenge 
f a l l s to us now. Since the generation of c h i l d r e n i n K through 
12 i s l a r g e r even than the baby boom, and since they're i n 
crowded classrooms and portables and b u i l d i n g s t h a t are f a l l i n g 
down around t h e i r ears i n some cases, w i l l we r i s e t o tha t 
challenge the way the World War I I veterans rose to the 
challenges f a c i n g the baby boomers? 

The answer t h a t a l l of us are given here w i t h t h i s 
agenda t h a t we present t o the /American people today i s a 
resounding, yes. And i t ' s not j u s t i n r h e t o r i c . We have 
s p e c i f i c programs: h i r e 100,000 new teachers. We made the down 
payment l a s t year, but l e t ' s go the r e s t of the way. And we're 
going t o have a s p e c i f i c measure introduced w i t h i n days by 
Senator Murray and Senator Kennedy, t o have an amendment voted on 
to reduce class size down t o an average of one t o 18 i n the e a r l y 
grade. That's the f i r s t vote on the Democratic agenda. 
(/Applause. ) 

Secondly, we have a s p e c i f i c b i l l t o give l o c a l 
communities, through the form of a tax cut, i n t e r e s t - f r e e bonding 
a u t h o r i t y f o r $25 b i l l i o n worth of new school c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
re p a i r , t o give our c h i l d r e n the modern, well-equipped classrooms 
and school b u i l d i n g s t h a t they deserve. Let's pass t h i s item on 
the Democratic agenda. (Applause.) 

And as pa r t of the education agenda we want to end 
s o c i a l promotion, provide students the i n t e n s i v e help i n school 
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and a f t e r school -- a f t e r school, during t h a t vulnerable window. 
(Applause.) We know how vulnerable c h i l d r e n are during t h a t 
period of the day. And we need a f t e r - s c h o o l programs and other 
programs to give them enhanced op p o r t u n i t y . And we need to 
f i n i s h the job t h a t was s t a r t e d three years ago and connect every 
s i n g l e classroom and l i b r a r y t o the Information Superhighway. 
We've made tremendous progress, l e t ' s f i n i s h t h a t job. 
(Applause.) 

Now, make no mistake about i t — l e t me conclude my 
t a l k on t h i s education agenda by saying t h a t we understand that 
there are those on the other side who t h i n k t h a t money i s the 
complete answer to everything. We believe t h a t the investments 
of money need t o be accompanied by the investments of time and 
heart and involvement. And where the f e d e r a l r o l e i s concerned, 
when we a l l o c a t e new funds to these p r i o r i t i e s we should say our 
c h i l d r e n deserve a c c o u n t a b i l i t y f o r the large investment t h a t 
we're making i n education. We believe we ought t o measure 
performance and make c e r t a i n t h a t we r e a l l y are s o l v i n g these 
problems. We know what works, and the evidence i s a l l around us 
i n every s t a t e represented here; i n every congressional d i s t r i c t 
represented here. We know what works, and we know how t o keep i t 
going i n 1999. 

Now, l a d i e s and gentlemen, i t ' s my honor t o introduce 
to you the one person who has worked harder than anyone t o focus 
on the r i g h t p r i o r i t i e s f o r America's and f u t u r e . He i s the one 
person at the heart of our economic progress, the person who l a i d 
the foundation f o r one of the greatest j o b - c r e a t i n g engines our 
nation has ever known. 

I'm pleased t o introduce my f r i e n d , /America's President, B i l l 
C l i n t o n . (Applause.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. (Applause.) Thank you very 
much. Thank you. 

Thank you very much, l a d i e s and gentlemen. This has 
been a wonderful morning f o r me. When I l i s t e n e d to Maureen 
Marshall and Edwin Bobeale and Michael Saylor speak, I was again 
confirmed i n my c o n v i c t i o n t h a t our p r i n c i p a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y here 
i s to give the American people the t o o l s , and create the 
cond i t i o n s w i t h i n which they can make the most of t h e i r own 
l i v e s . And i f we do t h a t , they w i l l do i t every time. These 
three people represent more than 200 m i l l i o n Americans who 
deserve our best e f f o r t s . 

I want t o thank Senator Daschle and Congressman 
Gephardt f o r t h e i r t r u l y outstanding leadership, f o r t h e i r 
personal f r i e n d s h i p , and f o r t h e i r honest commitment to the cause 
tha t we meet to discuss today. 

I thank the Vice President f o r being the best partner 
and f r i e n d , advisor and prodder any President could ever have. I 
can't b e l i e v e he passed up a chance to remind us a l l today t h a t 
i n 1993, he cast the decisive vote on the budget plan, and 
whenever he votes, we win. (Applause.) 

You know the r e a l , s o r t of p o l i t i c a l s t o r y out of t h i s 
meeting today may be t h a t we w i l l have to r e t i r e t h a t famous o l d 
W i l l Rogers quip, " I don't belong t o an organized p o l i t i c a l 
p arty, I'm a Democrat." The f a c t i s we are organized and we are 
unit e d . (Applause.) And we are u n i t e d around an agenda f o r 
America's f u t u r e -- to meet the long-term challenges of t h i s 
country at the edge of a new century and new millennium; to b u i l d 
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on what we have done f o r the l a s t s i x years. 

The new agenda i s rooted i n the same ide a l s with which 
we began i n 1993 -- to b r i n g o p p o r t u n i t y t o every American, to 
challenge every A-nerican to be a responsible c i t i z e n , and t o 
b u i l d a community of a l l American c i t i z e n s . 

When you look around at t h i s Democratic Caucus, the 
members of the House and the Senate, as the speakers were 
speaking, I had the op p o r t u n i t y t o j u s t scan both sides of t h i s 
wonderful room today. You a l l r e a l l y do look l i k e America. You 
t h i n k l i k e America, and you r e f l e c t America. (Applause.) As 
perhaps the only one of you who i s t e r m - l i m i t e d , and t h e r e f o r e , 
faces the prospect of making the most of t h i s next two years and 
leaving the r e s t t o you, I f e l t enormously good, not j u s t f o r my 
party, but f o r my country, t o look at a l l of you, t o know what I 
know about a l l of you, t o know about your backgrounds and your 
perspectives and your experience and your commitment, and t o see 
how i n t h i s caucus we have bridged every d i v i d e of America t h a t 
w i l l help us t o b r i n g our country together and go forward. And 
I'm very proud t o be here w i t h you today. 

Let me say t h a t when I ran f o r President i n 1991 and 
1992, I used t o say something t h a t seems almost strange today. I 
said, one of the reasons th a t I l e f t a job at home tha t I loved 
and undertook t h i s campaign i s t h a t I did n ' t want t o see my 
daughter's generation grow up t o be the f i r s t generation of 
/Americans not t o do as w e l l economically or i n terms of q u a l i t y 
of l i f e as t h e i r parents had done. Nobody worries about t h a t 
anymore, but we d i d then. 

And what we had before t h a t was more than a decade i n 
which the leaders of the other p a r t y t a l k e d tough, but took the ̂  
easy way out. We were unashamed t o be compassionate, unashamed 
that we cared about those who needed a hand up i n l i f e . But we 
were u n a f r a i d , when i t came down t o i t , to take the tough 
decisions t h a t cost many of our f e l l o w Democrats t h e i r seats i n 
Congress, but gave the American economy and the /American people a 
new lease on the 21st century. (Applause.) 

So what we came here today to t a l k about b u i l d s on what 
has happened i n the l a s t s i x years. I t b u i l d s on our way of 
approaching our p o l i t i c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s here, to put people 
ahead of p a r t i s a n s h i p , and common sense ahead of ideology. Now, 
we've already t a l k e d about how we turned the red ink t o black — 
that t h a t helped t o produce the longest peacetime expansion i n 
our h i s t o r y , the lowest peacetime unemployment since 1957. 

We ought t o poi n t out t h a t we d i d i t i n a way tha t 
looked t o the f u t u r e -- not only reducing the d e f i c i t , but 
doubling our investment i n education and t r a i n i n g ; p u t t i n g 
100,000 more p o l i c e on our s t r e e t s ; making dramatic increases i n 
medical research; immunizing 90 percent of our c h i l d r e n from 
basic childhood diseases f o r the f i r s t time ever; p r o v i d i n g 
m i l l i o n s and m i l l i o n s of people w i t h the b e n e f i t of the Family 
and Medical Leave law; and making our environment cleaner. We 
showed, i n other words, th a t we could balance the budget and 
honor our common values as Americans. 

Now t h a t , t o use Senator Daschle's phrase, /America i s 
working again, the question i s , what s h a l l we do? And we're here 
to say t h a t , as proud as we are of the record of the l a s t s i x 
years, t h i s i s not a time t o boast about the past, but t o f u l f i l l 
our solemn duty t o the next generation, t o meet the long-term 
challenges our nat i o n faces. 

10 of 14 3/1 1/99 1 1:47 AM 



http://www.pub.whitehouse.gov/uri-...//oma.eop.gov.us/1999/3/3/3.text. 

We're f o r stronger f a m i l i e s , w i t h our c h i l d care 
program and our a f t e r - s c h o o l l e a r n i n g ; f o r a strong, enforceable 
p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t s ; f o r the b i p a r t i s a n l e g i s l a t i o n t o help 
people w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s move i n t o the workplace; f o r tax r e l i e f 
to help f a m i l i e s provide long-term care; f o r an increase i n the 
minimum wage and equal pay f o r men and women; and more free 
e n t e r p r i s e i n our poorest inner c i t y and r u r a l communities. 

We're f o r 50,000 more p o l i c e on the s t r e e t , and b e t t e r 
technology f o r p o l i c e , e s p e c i a l l y i n the areas where crime i s 
s t i l l too high. We stand together t o pass the Earth on t o our 
c h i l d r e n w i t h our l i v a b i l i t y i n i t i a t i v e , f o r less t r a f f i c 
congestion and more greenspace. We stand together, as the Vice 
President has said, f o r strong, modern, more accountable schools; 
f o r g i v i n g teachers l i k e Maureen the support they need t o do even 
b e t t e r . 

Last w i n t e r , as has already been said, we issued our 
c a l l , f o r the f i r s t time, f o r 100,000 more h i g h l y - t r a i n e d 
teachers, t o b r i n g class size down i n the e a r l y grades. And l a s t 
f a l l , the Republicans i n Congress f i n a l l y agreed t o make a 
s i g n i f i c a n t down payment toward t h a t goal. Now, i n the next few 
days, the Senate w i l l vote on whether t o f i n i s h the job of h i r i n g 
100,000 new teachers t o reduce class size. I t w i l l be our f i r s t 
big chance t h i s year to prove to the American people t h a t we are 
prepared t o put people over p a r t y . Let's say p o l i t i c s stops at 
the schoolhouse door. (Applause.) 

Now, I'd also l i k e t o ask t h a t p o l i t i c s stop and t h a t 
the Republican m a j o r i t y i n Congress stand w i t h us i n meeting the 
greatest challenge we face, the aging of America. L i f e 
expectancy i s r i s i n g , the number of older Americans w i l l double 
by the year 2030. There w i l l be only two people working f o r one 
person drawing Social Security by tha t time. Even before then, 
because people over 80 are the f a s t e s t growing group of Americans 
as a percentage of our country. Medicare w i l l run out of money 
w i t h i n nine years. 

Now, I p a r t i c u l a r l y appreciated what Edwin Bobeale said 
about t h i s being an issue facing younger, as w e l l as older, 
/Americans; and not only because younger /Americans would l i k e t o 
know they w i l l have health care i n retirement when they reach 
t h e i r r etirement years, but also because the q u a l i t y of l i f e 
of the c h i l d r e n of people on Medicare and Social Security, and 
t h e i r a b i l i t y t o r a i s e t h e i r grandchildren, w i l l be d i r e c t l y 
dependent upon whether they had t o take needed resources away 
from t h e i r own f a m i l y t o care f o r t h e i r parents i n ways t h a t 
previous generations have not. This i s a b i g issue. 

But I want t o say again -- and I f e e l i t ' s a greater 
c o n v i c t i o n as I grow older by the day -- t h i s i s a high-class 
problem. We face t h i s challenge because we're l i v i n g longer. We 
face t h i s challenge because of the f r u i t s of the medical research 
that the Congress has funded. We should not be hand-wringing 
here, we should be embracing t h i s w i t h j o y. This i s the 
i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t of our e f f o r t s t o not only lengthen l i f e , but 
to improve i t s q u a l i t y . And because the Democrats took the lead 
so many years ago -- f i r s t i n Social Security and then i n 
Medicare -- we have a spec i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o the /American 
people t o take the lead i n r e s o l v i n g t h i s . (Applause.) 

Now, l e t me r e s t a t e c l e a r l y our p r i n c i p l e s and where I 
th i n k we are i n t h i s debate now -- because how we resolve these 
issues w i l l shape how we resolve the other issues i n t h i s session 
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of Congress. F i r s t , we should devote 52 percent of the surplus 
f o r the next 15 years to saving Social Security; to guarantee the 
soundness of Social Security f o r the next 55 years; and t o enable 
us to make f u r t h e r choices, some of which w i l l be d i f f i c u l t , t o 
extend Social S e c u r i t y f o r 75 years, provide help f o r e l d e r l y 
women -- many of whom are i n poverty -- and l i f t the earnings 
l i m i t on people on Social Security. 

Second, we should devote another 15 percent of the 
surplus to Medicare, t o secure t h a t v i t a l program u n t i l the year 
2020. And, again, I believe we should go f u r t h e r , w i t h broader 
reforms t o strengthen and improve Medicare and t o meet the 
greatest growing need of our seniors -- a f f o r d a b l e p r e s c r i p t i o n 
drugs. (Applause.) 

I f we do t h i s , t h a t w i l l s t i l l leave funds f o r other 
investments or f o r tax reduction. I believe we should devote 
over $500 b i l l i o n of t h i s surplus t o give working f a m i l i e s tax 
r e l i e f , c r e a t i n g u n i v e r s a l savings accounts -- USA accounts --
t h a t w i l l help a l l /Americans share i n the nation's wealth and 
b u i l d nest eggs f o r retirement. I f we do these things — saving 
Social Security, saving Medicare, empowering more Americans to 
save f o r t h e i r own retirement -- we w i l l f u l f i l l our h i s t o r i c 
challenge t o meet the d i f f i c u l t i e s and the o p p o r t u n i t i e s of the 
aging of America i n a way t h a t provides a stronger economy and 
more s t a b l e f a m i l i e s f o r our c h i l d r e n . 

I f we use the surplus t o save Social Security and 
strengthen Medicare, we w i l l , f o r the next 15 years and beyond, 
be paying down the n a t i o n a l debt, i f we f o l l o w the proposal t h a t 
we have made. We can reduce p u b l i c l y - h e l d debt to i t s lowest 
l e v e l since 1917, before we moved i n t o World War I . 

Let me say, f o r a member of Congress what th a t means 
i s , 15 years from now. Congress w i l l be a l l o c a t i n g only 2 cents 
of every tax d o l l a r t o pay i n t e r e s t on the debt, instead of the 
13 cents you have to take o f f the top today, before you can pass 
another b i l l t o do another t h i n g . That means -- and again, I was 
glad t o hear Michael Saylor, who t o l d t h a t astonishing s t o r y of 
his company s t a r t i n g w i t h $132 and winding up w i t h 1,000 
employees and hundreds of m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s of wealth t h a t have 
been created. You remember what he said? He said what they need 
from government i s a responsible set of r a t i o n a l decisions that 
keep i n t e r e s t rates low and the economy strong. That i s the most 
important t h i n g . 

And i f we do t h i s , we w i l l d r i v e down i n t e r e s t rates 
f o r the next 15 to 20 years. We could a c t u a l l y have our country 
completely out of debt, under t h i s p o l i c y , i n 18 years. And i n a 
world i n which the economy of other countries i s obviously 
t r o u b l e d at the moment, and i n which f u t u r e events are not 
p r e d i c t a b l e , we know one t h i n g f o r sure: i f we pay down t h i s 
debt, and things are t r o u b l e d beyond our borders, w e ' l l do a l o t 
b e t t e r and i n t e r e s t rates w i l l be a l o t lower than they otherwise 
would have been. I f things go w e l l i n the g l o b a l economy, 
because of our e f f o r t s and others, we w i l l do even b e t t e r than we 
otherwise would have done. 

And we know t h a t the success of the /American economy 
has r e i n f o r c e d the budget decisions made i n 1993. We have got t o 
keep t h i s going. So I say, take care of Social Security, take 
care of Medicare, pay down the debt, keep the economy going. 
These things are the most important things we can do f o r our 
c h i l d r e n i n the 21st century. (Applause.) 
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Now, l e t me say where I t h i n k we are now. I have, 
f r a n k l y , been g r a t i f i e d to see t h a t Republican leaders have 
q u i c k l y j o i n e d us i n supporting the f i r s t idea, d e d i c a t i n g 62 
percent of the surplus t o save Social Security. At l e a s t , I 
believe the word they used was " s e t t i n g aside" 62 percent of the 
surplus, and I ' l l come back t o t h a t i n a moment. I've been 
f u r t h e r encouraged t o see some of the Republicans backing away 
from the i r r e s p o n s i b l e across-the-board tax cut that i s too 
c o s t l y , i n favor of standing w i t h us f o r targeted tax cuts 
b e n e f i t t i n g mostly middle-class working f a m i l i e s . 

Last week, the m a j o r i t y leaders i n Congress a c t u a l l y 
placed an ad i n USA Today, w i t h a nice l e t t e r promising t o save 
Social Security, to give our c h i l d r e n the world's best schools, 
to t a r g e t tax r e l i e f t o the middle class. That was the most 
welcome news I've read i n USA Today, i n terms of progress, since 
the NBA s t r i k e ended. (Laughter.) And I was encouraged by i t . 

But I want t o make i t clear, there are s t i l l strong 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n our approach, and we must resolve them i n a way 
that b e n e f i t s the /American people — i n the Vice President's 
words, th a t b e n e f i t Republicans and independents and Democrats 
a l i k e . We have to do what's r i g h t f o r the country. 

F i r s t , while the Republicans are j o i n i n g me i n t a l k i n g 
about s e t t i n g aside a s u b s t a n t i a l part of the surplus f o r debt 
reduction and, presumably, f o r Social Security -- and we welcome 
that -- they s t i l l have said nothing about how they would extend 
the l i f e of Social Security and whether they would dedicate a l l 
62 percent of t h i s surplus f o r t h a t purpose. And tha t i s very 
important. 

Second, I ask the Republican m a j o r i t y to j o i n us i n 
devoting a p o r t i o n -- 15 percent -- of the surplus t o save 
Medicare. Now, t h i s i s very important. They have not done th a t 
so f a r . And, as you see from the d i f f i c u l t i e s of others who have 
struggled w i t h these issues, and the f a c t t h a t h ealth care costs 
are beginning t o r i s e again, we cannot secure Medicare as a 
guarantee f o r our seniors w i t h any reasonable set of reforms, and 
keep i t a recognizable, u n i v e r s a l program, unless we also invest 
some more money i n the program. 

You can t a l k t o any h o s p i t a l t h a t ' s administering 
programs t h a t have Medicare p a t i e n t s . You can t a l k to any 
doctor. You can t a l k t o anybody who's dea l t w i t h t h i s program. 
We must have more money. So I ask those — e s p e c i a l l y those who 
s t i l l maintain t h a t somehow, out of the surplus, they can a f f o r d 
a very large across-the-board tax cut -- where w i l l they f i n d the 
resources t o extend the l i f e of Medicare? 

I am not opposed t o responsible reforms t h a t enable us 
to secure Medicare f o r an even longer period, and to begin t o add 
t h i s p r e s c r i p t i o n drug b e n e f i t so tha t we can r e a l l y help people 
who need i t . But I'm t e l l i n g you, we cannot deal w i t h the 
Medicare problem without a greater investment of money. 

So, l e t ' s say, use the budget surplus to save Social 
Security, t o save Medicare, t o pay down the debt. Then we can 
have an honest and p r i n c i p l e d disagreement about how much and 
what kind of tax cut we need w i t h the r e s t -- about how much 
should go t o education; how much should go t o defense; how much 
should go t o medical research. But the f i r s t and most important 
things are save Social Security, save Medicare, pay down the 
debt, secure the f u t u r e of our c h i l d r e n . (Applause.) 
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Now, we stand today u n i f i e d . We stand today w e l l aware 
of the challenges before us. But we stand today beleaguered by 
beepers and message machines. (Laughter.) This i s my l a s t l i n e 
I want t o say about t h i s . W i l l Rogers also used t o say something 
that we do not have t o disregard. He used t o say -- and I quote 
-- "You've got t o be an o p t i m i s t to be a Democrat, and you've got 
to be humorous t o stay one." (Laughter.) 

Well, I urge you, l e t ' s b r i n g a new energy t o t h i s 
session of Congress. When we get r e a l l y f r u s t r a t e d by what seems 
to be excessive p a r t i s a n s h i p , l e t ' s remember these three f i n e 
/American c i t i z e n s who t a l k e d t o us today, and the s t o r i e s they 
t o l d , and the hundreds of m i l l i o n s of people they represent. 
Let's keep our optimism, our good cheer, our resolve and our 
un i t y , to give them the 21st century they deserve. 

Thank you and God bless you. (Applause.) 

END 12:23 P.M. EST 
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MACHINISTS AND 

AEROSPACE WORKERS, UNITED AUTO WORKERS, 
AND UNITED STEEL WORKERS OF AMERICA 
UNIFICATION LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 

Washington Convention Center 
Washington. D.C. 

6:45 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: I would l i k e t o , f i r s t of a l l , thank you 
fo r the wonderful, warm welcome, to express my deep respect and 
support f o r the lAM President Tom Buffenbarger, and a l l of the lAM 
o f f i c e r s ; the UAW Executive VP Ruben Burks -- I know Steve Yokich i s 
i n Germany now -- and a l l the UAW members here; and the Steel Workers 
President George Becker, and a l l the Steel Workers here; and of 
course, everyone up here on the p l a t f o r m w i t h me. 

George Becker would give his voice, his heart and his 
l i f e f o r h is members. And he nearly gave his voice t o n i g h t . 
(Applause.) 

I came here t o do a number of thin g s , but I'd l i k e t o 
s t a r t w i t h f i r s t things f i r s t . The f i r s t t h i n g I want to do i s to 
say a simple, profound thank you. Thank you. (Applause.) Thank you 
fo r your support. Thank you f o r the f i g h t you have waged. Thank you 
fo r the miles we have walked together these l a s t s i x years. 

I also came here t o support the merger of these three 
great streams of /American labor, j o i n i n g i n t o a new r i v e r of two 
m i l l i o n strong. (Applause.) Throughout the 20th century, a l l throe 
of you have been at the f o r e f r o n t i n the s t r u g g l e f o r human progress 
in America -- the workers at River Rouge and Republic Steel shed 
t h e i r blood f o r more than t h e i r own r i g h t s and t h e i r own f a m i l i e s . 
Their s a c r i f i c e gave a l l of us c o l l e c t i v e bargaining and the minimum 
wage . 

The founders and members of your three unions gave us 
things a l l working people now take f o r granted as e s s e n t i a l elements 
i n a humane s o c i e t y — vacations, health care, pensions, grievance 
procedures. You have continued t o lead the f i g h t f o r a l l /Americans 
-- the f i g h t to create Medicare to c i v i l r i g h t s , to p r o t e c t i n g our 
nation against the Contract With America. The UAW, the Steel 
Workers, the Machinists have provided the minds and muscles f o r a 
progressive s o c i e t y i n our country. 

Now, i n t h i s season of renewal and r e b u i l d i n g f o r 
/America, the house of labor i s growing stronger. The c r e a t i o n of a 
mighty new i n d u s t r i a l union -- not j u s t a merger, but a new 
org a n i z a t i o n — w i l l set the stage f o r even greater progress --
for your members, f o r your f a m i l i e s , and f o r a l l the r e s t of 
/America i n the 21st century. 

I believe you have an opp o r t u n i t y and, t h e r e f o r e , a 
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duty, every b i t as r e a l as t h a t which was seized by the great 
generations t h a t preceded you a h a l f - c e n t u r y ago. The labor 
pioneers had i t hard. They wore t h e i r scars proudly. They were 
not always the easiest of p e r s o n a l i t i e s . But i n s p i t e of t h e i r 
contentiousness, I l i k e to t h i n k t h a t Walter Reuther, P h i l i p 
Murray and Thomas Talbot are up i n heaven shaking hands at t h i s 
new merger. (Applause.) 

I thank you a l l f o r the strong support you have given 
not only to me.and the F i r s t Lady and the Vice President, and our 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , but to our Democratic Party, e s p e c i a l l y i n 1998. 
I ' l l never f o r g e t the sense of pr i d e I shared on e l e c t i o n night 
w i t h John Sweeney, when he was at the White House and we r e a l i z e d 
t h a t , f o r the f i r s t time since 1822, the President's p a r t y had 
won seats i n the House of Representatives i n the s i x t h year of an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . (Applause.) You might be i n t e r e s t e d t o know 
that the l a s t time t h a t happened, i n 1822, the other p a r t y 
disappeared. (Laughter.) (Applause.) We won't be tha t lucky. 
(Laughter.) But i t c e r t a i n l y i s a good i n c e n t i v e t o continue the 
f i g h t . 

I want to thank you f o r your commitment t o make your 
voices heard, t o advance the issues and the candidates t h a t are 
pro-worker and pr o - f a m i l y . For s i x years, as George said, we've 
been on a journey together -- to renew our nation, to restore the 
/American Dream. For decades, our nation was b u f f e t e d by the 
winds of economic change, wages f o r working f a m i l i e s stagnated, 
working people f e l l f u r t h e r behind. Beginning i n 1993, together 
we put i n place a new economic s t r a t e g y to put our people f i r s t . 
Because of what you have done, America i s working again -- w i t h 
the longest peacetime expansion i n h i s t o r y , the lowest peacetime 
unemployment since 1957, nearly 18 m i l l i o n new jobs, the lowest 
welfare r o l l s i n three decades. And f i n a l l y , a f t e r three decades 
of stagnation, i n j u s t the l a s t three years wages are r i s i n g at 
twice the ra t e of i n f l a t i o n . 

Things are not a l l as they ought to be, but c l e a r l y , at 
long l a s t , we have begun t o move aggressively i n the r i g h t 
d i r e c t i o n . Together, as has already been noted, we stood up 
against the congressional m a j o r i t y t h a t was absol u t e l y determined 
to s t r i p away the v i c t o r i e s and undermine the r i g h t s of working 
people. 

I was proud to stand w i t h you also to defeat the 
Paycheck P r o t e c t i o n Act i n C a l i f o r n i a . (Applause.) I was proud 
to stop every piece of a n t i - l a b o r l e g i s l a t i o n sent to me by the 
Congress. We knew the Team Act would undermine c o l l e c t i v e 
bargaining, so we said, no. We knew the Republican comp time 
b i l l would be u n f a i r t o working people, so we said, no. We knew 
that safe pensions and a strong OSHA are v i t a l t o working people, 
so when Congress t r i e d t o undermine them, we said, no. 
(Applause.) 

A f t e r 12 years i n which my predecessors exploded 
d e f i c i t s and quadrupled our n a t i o n a l debt, a l l the while t a l k i n g 
about a balanced budget, and accusing my party and our f r i e n d s i n 
organized labor of being the b i g , i r r e s p o n s i b l e spenders, we 
a c t u a l l y balanced the budget. (Applause.) And d i d i t i n the 
r i g h t way -- while nearly doubling our investments i n the 
education and t r a i n i n g of our people, and having b i g increases i n 
things l i k e medical research. 

We're i n the second year of surpluses, w i t h years and 
years more p r o j e c t e d i n the f u t u r e . /America i s working again. 
But, as I said i n my State of the Union address, t h i s i s not a 
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time f o r complacency. For one reason, as a l l of you here know, 
e s p e c i a l l y the s t e e l workers, we are l i v i n g i n a very dynamic and 
somewhat t r o u b l i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic environment, where 
things can change overnight. For another, i n a world t h a t i s 
changing t h i s f a s t , we have t o take advantage of t h i s moment of 
p r o s p e r i t y to deal w i t h the b i g challenges f a c i n g /America i n the 
21st century. We cannot r e s t u n t i l /America works f o r every 
/American; u n t i l p r o s p e r i t y extends t o every working f a m i l y i n 
every community. /America must do more. 

/Among other t h i n g s , we must remain a great i n d u s t r i a l 
n a t i o n. (Applause.) So I'd l i k e t o t a l k t o you t o n i g h t about 
three aspects of our challenge. F i r s t of a l l , before the baby 
boomers r e t i r e , and w i t h l i f e expectancy increasing at a dramatic 
r a t e , w i t h people over 80 being the fastest-growing part of our 
population i n percentage terms, we must use t h i s moment, and t h i s 
surplus, to save and strengthen Social Security and Medicare f o r 
the 21st century. 

Now, here i n Washington there i s now a great debate 
about what t o do w i t h the surplus and how i t should be applied, 
and whether, t o Social Security and Medicare. I won't take time 
t o n i g h t t o t a l k about the competing v i s i o n s of Social Security, 
and how we should deal w i t h t h a t , but I w i l l work w i t h you on 
t h a t . What I want t o t a l k about i s , what should be our f i r s t 
p r i o r i t y w i t h the surplus? I believe i t should be to save Social 
Security and Medicare, and i n so doing -- (applause) -- and i n so 
doing, t o pay down the n a t i o n a l debt t h a t was quadrupled i n the 
12 years before I took o f f i c e . 

Now, I am pleased t h a t even though we w i l l have our 
disagreements about what to do w i t h Social Security, the 
Republican leadership i n Congress has agreed t h a t we should set 
aside 62 percent of the surplus t o save Social Security. I t h i n k 
i t ' s important t h a t we do i t i n the r i g h t way -- we should put 75 
years of l i f e on the t r u s t fund; we should do something about 
e l d e r l y women whose poverty r a t e i s twice the ra t e of seniors; 
and we ought t o l i f t the earnings l i m i t so t h a t seniors who want 
to work can do t h a t . (Applause.) 

Now, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , we do not agree on whether t o set 
aside another 15 percent of the surplus t o save Medicare. Of 
course, we w i l l have our disagreements about how Medicare should 
be reformed -- I t h i n k i t should be reformed and kept solvent f o r 
20 years, and also we should add a p r e s c r i p t i o n drug b e n e f i t t o 
the Medicare program. (Applause.) And I don't want t o k i d you, I 
t h i n k because of the numbers of people t h a t are going to r e t i r e i n 
the baby boom generation, and because we're a l l l i v i n g longer, and 
because of medical advances which at le a s t i n t h e i r e a r l y years are; 
more expensive, we w i l l have t o make some f u r t h e r reforms i n Medicare, 
even i f we do what I want. 

But i f we set aside 15 percent of the surplus f o r the 
next 15 years f o r Medicare, we can at lea s t guarantee t h a t i t ' s 
a l l r i g h t u n t i l 2020. I f we don't, w e ' l l be faced with possible 
changes i n Medicare t h a t could undermine the u n i v e r s a l i t y of the 
program and i t s absolute r e l i a b i l i t y f o r seniors and f o r the 
c h i l d r e n and grandchildren of seniors who don't have t o pay those 
out-of-pocket medical expenses. So t h i s i s a huge issue. 

Now, our f r i e n d s i n the other p a r t y say t h a t we ought 
to j u s t reform Medicare, and maybe s h i f t some of the costs t o 
seniors -- who may not be able t o a f f o r d i t -- and maybe get away 
from Medicare as a defined b e n e f i t program. I am against t h a t . 
I do not want t o see Medicare turned from a defined b e n e f i t 
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be changed fundamentally i n i t s character. And l e t ' s pay down 
t h i s debt t o keep /America's economy strong. (Applause.) 

Now, the second t h i n g we have to do i s t o keep the 
economy growing, and t o deal w i t h c r i s e s as they occur. We have 
to have a s t r a t e g y t o keep the g l o b a l economy working f o r 
Anericans, as w e l l as t o increase the economic development here 
at home. 

For the f i r s t f i v e years of my presidency, 30 percent 
of our economic growth came from increasing exports, and 
manufacturing employment i n /America increased. But l a s t year, 
because of the g l o b a l f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s , which has l e f t Russia, 
most of Asia, i n a deep recession, and has slowed growth 
d r a m a t i c a l l y i n most of L a t i n /America, the manufacturing sector 
i n our country was h i t very hard. We saw many, many jobs l o s t , 
and we know many more than those that were l o s t are s t i l l 
threatened. I n d u s t r i a l Anerica i s h u r t i n g now. 

I have worked hard t o l i m i t t h i s g l o b a l f i n a n c i a l 
c r i s i s , t o t r y t o r i g h t the things t h a t are out of whack; to help 
our t r a d i n g partners r e t u r n t o economic growth i n an healthy way 
so they could buy our products instead of dump on our markets. 
We need a 21st century f i n a n c i a l and t r a d i n g system th a t l i m i t s 
the cycle of boom and bust, t h a t strengthens s o c i a l s a f e t y nets, 
that works f o r o r d i n a r y working people and t h e i r f a m i l i e s i n 
every country. In short, the United States must lead a crusade 
to put a more human face on the g l o b a l economy. 

While we are doing t h a t -- and I expect to spend an 
enormous amount of time t h i s year working on t h a t , so t h a t we can 
reduce the l i k e l i h o o d t h a t w e ' l l have years i n the f u t u r e l i k e 
the l a s t year has been -- we cannot l e t other economies' 
d i f f i c u l t i e s be a j u s t i f i c a t i o n or an excuse f o r them t o v i o l a t e 
trade laws and engage i n u n f a i r trade p r a c t i c e s . (Applause.) 

Make no mistake about i t , i t was not economic 
d i f f i c u l t y and the d e c l i n i n g value of currency which made f o r e i g n 
good cheaper, which p r e c i p i t a t e d the present c r i s i s i n s t e e l . 
This was not an o r d i n a r y economic event. We know i t was the 
r e s u l t of u n f a i r trade p r a c t i c e s . We have used t o o l s t h a t are 
unprecedented i n t h i s kind of dispute t o respond. 

The Secretary of Commerce speeded up consideration of 
the dumping cases. We j u s t announced t h a t both Japan and B r a z i l 
have been dumping s t e e l i n t o our markets. We've put them on 
notice t h a t the surge i n exports i s unacceptable, and t h i s means 
that anyone who imports s t e e l from Japan or B r a z i l must pay large 
deposits or post s u b s t a n t i a l bonds to the U.S. Customs Service. 
Paying these d u t i e s w i l l l i k e l y reduce f u r t h e r u n f a i r s t e e l 
imports from these c o u n t r i e s . 

We've also made i t c l e a r to Korea i n no uncertain terms 
tha t they cannot f i l l the void w i t h u n f a i r trade p r a c t i c e s , and 
so f a r they have been responsive, though w e ' l l continue t o watch 
i t c l o s e l y . 

As you know, we're i n neg o t i a t i o n s w i t h Russia on a 
comprehensive agreement to reduce t h e i r s t e e l imports t o the 
United States. The goal of a l l these actions i s t o get imports 
back to t h e i r p r e - c r i s i s l e v e l s when our s t e e l i n d u s t r y was 
competing j u s t f i n e w i t h everybody i n the world. And again, i f 
we have a f a i r p o l i c y and we don't have u n f a i r p e n e t r a t i o n , t h a t 
w i l l happen. 
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Now, I know t h a t f o r a l o t of hard-pressed p l a n t s , 
workers, f a m i l i e s , communities, these trade laws work too slowly. 
But we are a c c e l e r a t i n g the pace at which they w i l l work t o the 
maximum a b i l i t y t o do so. December numbers show a 32-percent 
decline i n s t e e l imports across-the-board, a 67-percent decline 
i n h o t - r o l l e d s t e e l . 

Now, I would j u s t l i k e t o make one observation about 
t h a t . For a l l those people who said that a l l these imports were 
j u s t the product of ordinary economic a c t i v i t y and, t h e r e f o r e , we 
shouldn't do anything, the f a c t t h a t they could cut h o t - r o l l e d 
s t e e l exports from t h e i r countries t o us 67 percent i n one month 
p r e t t y w e l l destroyed the argument t h a t i t was ordinary economic 
a c t i v i t y t h a t l e d t o them i n the f i r s t place. (Applause.) 

In the case of Japan, we have made i t clear t h a t i f 
t h e i r exports don't r e t u r n t o p r e - c r i s i s l e v e l s , we're prepared 
to take appropriate a c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g s e l f - i n i t i a t i o n of trade 
cases, something t h a t i s almost unprecedented. I w i l l work very 
c l o s e l y w i t h you as we move forward. This has been a tough year 
for the s t e e l workers, and f o r many other manufacturing workers. 
We need t o do more. And we w i l l keep at i t u n t i l we t u r n the 
c r i s i s around. 

The challenge we face, however, goes beyond s t e e l . We 
have to make sure t h a t the world economy works f o r everyone. As 
George said i n his opening remarks, we've had some disagreements 
about t h i s i n the past. Trade has d i v i d e d /Americans f o r a long 
time. I want you t o know, however, t h a t I am determined to do 
whatever I can t o f i n d common ground on t h i s issue t h a t w i l l 
enable labor and business, environmentalists and government i n 
tha t United States t o work together. 

I support open markets because i t has given us higher 
incomes and more jobs, and f o r the f i r s t time i n anyone's memory, 
now the United States has the lowest unemployment r a t e i n the 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e world. Even lower than Japan. No one can remember 
a time when tha t was the case. I t ' s been a very, very long time. 

Now, the r i g h t kind of trade i s good f o r working 
f a m i l i e s . And when a f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s h i t s our t r a d i n g partners, 
we can see the devastating e f f e c t i t has on them and on others 
here at home. But again I say we can't allow i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic competition or a d v e r s i t y elsewhere t o become a race t o 
the bottom here at home or i n any other country. 

My goal has got to be to l e v e l the world up, not l e v e l 
I t down. We have got to -- (applause.) That means we have t o 
press f o r more open markets t h a t have stronger safeguards f o r 
workers, not weaker ones -- f o r health and safety, f o r c h i l d r e n , 
f o r a clean environment. A trade t h a t honors the r i g h t s of 
workers and the d i g n i t y of work, th a t respects core labor r i g h t s . 
We have t o do t h a t . 

We should do more not only through the trade framework, 
but w i t h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l labor organizations t o race labor 
standards around the world and t o lead the world community to 
conclude a t r e a t y t h a t bans c h i l d labor everywhere i n the world. 
(Applause.) 

Now, i f we save Social Security and Medicare, i f we can 
keep the economy going i n the midst of a l l these t r o u b l e s , the 
t h i r d t h i n g t h a t we have to do i s t o make sure t h a t the economy 
works f o r a l l of our people and t h a t a d v e r s i t y can be q u i c k l y 
overcome. I f we can't do i t now, when w i l l we ever do i t ? 
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That's why we ought t o increase the minimum wage again — 10 
m i l l i o n working f a m i l i e s need i t , and we ought t o do i t . 
(Applause.) 

That's why we should expand the Family and Medical 
Leave law t o cover 10 m i l l i o n more workers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 
I t i s not broad enough i n i t s coverage. (Applause.) I f we can't 
a f f o r d i t now, when w i l l we ever get around t o doing i t ? 

And t h a t ' s why we have to recognize, also, t h a t there 
are people i n t h i s country, i n urban communities and r u r a l areas, 
-- who have not f e l t any upturn i n the l a s t s i x years. That's 
what my New Markets I n i t i a t i v e i s a l l about. 

You know, we have a l l kinds of devices t o help 
encourage /Americans to invest i n developing countries overseas, 
that aren't present here. One of the things t h a t I have proposed 
i s an /American Private Investment Company, modeled on our 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation, t h a t would enable us to 
give both tax c r e d i t s and loan guarantees t o people who would 
invest i n high unemployment areas i n /America — t o put i n new 
plants and new businesses; t o create new markets and new jobs. 
(Applause.) 

Let me j u s t give you an example of how i t would work, 
because I'm going t o need your help t o pass t h i s . New York C i t y 
-- while America has a 4.4 percent unemployment r a t e , the 
unemployment r a t e i n New York C i t y i s about 9 percent. Now, when 
you consider how low i t i s i n some places i n New York C i t y , t h a t 
means i n a l o t of b i g urban centers, i t ' s w e l l over 10 percent. 
I f t h i s whole plan passes, and a group of people got together, 
f o r example, under these laws that I have proposed, t o spend $300 
m i l l i o n and open a pla n t i n a high unemployment area i n Brooklyn 
or the Bronx, or they wanted t o -- t o use Congressman Rangel's 
f a v o r i t e example -- they wanted t o r e h a b i l i t a t e Yankee Stadium 
instead of moving i t away, and h i r e c o n s t r u c t i o n workers who l i v e 
i n the Bronx t o do i t — suppose they wanted t o do t h a t . Under 
our plan, i f t h i s law passes, they put up $300 m i l l i o n ; the f i r s t 
$100 m i l l i o n they get a 20 percent tax c r e d i t f o r . The second 
$200 m i l l i o n , they'd have a loan guarantee f o r , which means 
they'd only have $75 m i l l i o n at r i s k f o r the $300 m i l l i o n 
investment. 

That's a good deal. The best untapped markets f o r 
Ajnerican business are here i n America, and i t w i l l lower 
everybody else's threshold of anxiety; i t w i l l create economic 
op p o r t u n i t y . I t ' s good f o r the s t e e l workers. I t ' s good f o r the 
machinists. I t ' s good f o r the auto workers, because i f those 
people have jobs, t h e y ' l l buy more of everything. And I want you 
to help me pass i t . (Applause.) 

I also ask you to help me strengthen our education 
system, to f i n i s h the job of c u t t i n g class sizes by p u t t i n g 
100,000 new teachers i n t o our schools; to pass our proposal to 
b u i l d or modernize 6,000 schools. (Applause.) 

And I ask you to do something t h a t w i l l be q u i t e 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l . I hope you w i l l support me i n t h i s . Every f i v e 
years, we pass an a u t h o r i z a t i o n law which sets the terms under 
which we give your tax money back t o p u b l i c schools. And i t ' s 
about $15 b i l l i o n a year now tha t we give t o schools, to help 
them do t h e i r work. We now know -- from teachers, from 
p r i n c i p a l s , from parents, from students themselves, from worlds 
of research -- what works i n the schools and what doesn't. We 
know t h a t every problem i n /American education has been solved by 
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somebody somewhere. But we know something else: Our kids -- a 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e sample of our kids, represented by race, income 
and region, scores at the top of the world i n the 4th grade math 
and science t e s t s , drops to the middle of the world by the 8th 
grade, and i s nearly at the bottom by the 12th. 

Now, those c h i l d r e n do not get dumber as they get 
older. That means we are not doing w e l l enough by them, and we 
have to do b e t t e r . We have to make sure a l l these kids can read 
w e l l i n elementary school no matter what t h e i r f a m i l y background, 
or where t h e i r f o l k s came from. (Applause.) 

So I say, we need to change the terms i n which we give 
out t h i s money. Not because the f e d e r a l government makes i t up 
i n a room somewhere, but because the schools have t o l d us what 
works. We ought t o end s o c i a l promotion, but we ought to do i t 
by saying, we want to end s o c i a l promotion, but we don't want to 
declare the kids f a i l u r e s because the system's f a i l i n g them. So 
we ought t o provide more funds f o r summer school programs, f o r 
a f t e r - s c h o o l programs, f o r t u t o r s -- keep the kids out of 
t r o u b l e , o f f the s t r e e t s , i n the schools l e a r n i n g , but make sure 
they know something when they go from grade t o grade. 
(Applause.) 

The teachers' organizations have asked us repeatedly t o 
make one requirement t h a t every school has not only a w r i t t e n , 
reasonable d i s c i p l i n e p o l i c y , but can prove i t ' s being enforced. 
That's important. 

They ought t o i d e n t i f y schools t h a t are f a i l i n g , and 
tu r n them down or shut them down. Every s t a t e t h a t ' s done t h i s 
has found t h a t they hardly have t o shut any schools down, because 
they get turned around once they know tha t they're going to be 
shut down unless they do t u r n around. 

These are elemental things that have worked i n 
community a f t e r community a f t e r community. I t h i n k parents ought 
to get a repo r t card on every school, every year, that t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n are i n . (Applause.) I t h i n k i f we do these th i n g s , 
y o u ' l l be amazed at the r e s u l t s w e ' l l have f i v e years from now, 
when we have t o reauthorize t h i s a i d again. 

But t h i s w i l l be r e a l c o n t r o v e r s i a l . Some people w i l l 
say i t ' s too tough on the kids t h a t come from poor backgrounds. 
I t h i n k t h a t ' s s e l l i n g them short. They can do j u s t f i n e , i f 
they have good schools. (Applause.) And I ' l l t e l l you 
something, i f they get out of school without a good education, 
the world's going t o be r e a l tough on them. And so we need to 
help them. 

And then some of our f r i e n d s i n the other p a r t y w i l l 
say, w e l l , here's the President t r y i n g t o micromanage the 
schools; we j u s t want t o give them the money; we're not t r y i n g to 
t e l l the schools what t o do. Well, t h a t would be true i f I had 
j u s t sat i n my o f f i c e one day and come up w i t h t h i s and thought 
i t sounded good. This i s what the people at the grass-roots 
l e v e l have said and done and proved works. And i t i s simply 
wrong f o r us t o keep s u b s i d i z i n g f a i l u r e , when we can invest i n 
success. So I ask you t o help us. (Applause.) 

There's two other th i n g s , very q u i c k l y . I want you to 
help me t h i s year do what we did n ' t do l a s t year, and pass a 
strong, enforceable p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t s . (Applause.) Now, 
a l o t of you know -- a l o t of you know, or you're about t o f i n d 
out i n very d i f f i c u l t ways th a t a f t e r years of moderate i n f l a t i o n 
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i n health care costs those premiums are going up again, even f o r 
managed care. And i f you're going t o pay f o r health care, you 
ought t o be able to get health care. I f you need to see a 
s p e c i a l i s t , you ought to be able t o see one. I f you have options 
f o r h e alth care, you ought to know what your options are. I f 
you're i n another town and you get h i t i n an accident, you ought 
to be able t o go t o the nearest emergency room, not one t h a t ' s 
halfway across town. (Applause.) I f you're i n the middle of 
treatment w i t h a doctor, you ought t o be able t o continue the 
treatment even i f you change health care providers. These are 
elemental t h i n g s . 

The l a s t t h i n g I want to say, i f you want the economy 
to work f o r everybody -- I want to come back t o something I said 
before -- I know t h i s i s an a l i e n concept; i f I had been running 
f o r President i n 1992 -- and many of you d i d so much f o r me --
and I said, look, you vote f o r me and s i x years from now I ' l l be 
coming back to you t e l l i n g you what great things w i l l happen i f 
we pay down the n a t i o n a l debt, you would have decided t h a t I 
needed a t r i p t o a doctor, not t o be elected President. But we 
can t a l k about t h a t now. 

We want the economy t o work f o r everyone. You don't 
know what's going t o happen beyond our borders. I am doing my 
best to t u r n t h i s s i t u a t i o n around, t o do everything I can to 
make sure we don't have another year l i k e the year we j u s t had i n 
the g l o b a l economy, wi t h a l l the trade problems and other things 
that came down on us. But i f , God f o r b i d , we continue t o have 
these kinds of problems, don't we want the strongest demand we 
have here at home? Don't we want t o be able t o -- and i f we do 
more to p r o t e c t our markets from u n f a i r trade p r a c t i c e s , then i t 
s t i l l means t h a t we're going t o have to generate more economic 
a c t i v i t y here at home. 

I f you pay down the debt, what w i l l happen? I n t e r e s t 
rates w i l l stay down, much lower than they otherwise would, no 
matter what happens around the world. That means lower home 
mortgage payments; i t means lower car payments; i t means lower 
business loans; i t means lower student loans; i t means lower 
c r e d i t card payments. I t means greater investment i n the 
Ajnerican economy, more jobs, and lower prices and higher 
consumption. That's what i t means. 

Now, I do not know what i s going t o happen everywhere 
i n the world i n the next two years, much less a f t e r I'm gone. 
But I know t h i s : I f y o u ' l l go along w i t h t h i s and y o u ' l l help me 
do t h i s , f o r the next 15 years, every s i n g l e year the i n t e r e s t 
rates i n /America and the economy i n /America w i l l be i n b e t t e r 
shape, no matter what happens, than they would have been i f we 
don't do i t and we give away t h i s money r i g h t now. So I ask you 
to help me do t h i s . This i s the r i g h t t h i n g t o do f o r the United 
States of /America. (Applause.) 

F i n a l l y , l e t me j u s t say there are a l o t of changes 
going on i n the world. No one can p r e d i c t the f u t u r e w i t h any 
c e r t a i n t y . T e l l you the t r u t h , i t ' s a l l worked out a l i t t l e 
b e t t e r , u n t i l t h i s l a s t patch i n the road f o r us, than I thought 
when I was running. But I knew we were doing the r i g h t t h i n g s . 

One of the things we know i s , i f we put the American 
people f i r s t -- i f we t h i n k about how people can balance work and 
family, i f we t h i n k about how we can preserve the d i g n i t y of 
work, i f we t h i n k about how we can give every c h i l d the r i g h t to 
l i v e up t o his or her God-given capacity -- i f we do the r i g h t 
t hings, then i n the tough times w e ' l l do b e t t e r than we otherwise 
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would have, and i n the good times w e ' l l soar. 

The /American labor movement has helped t h i s country to 
do the r i g h t t hings — year i n and year out, decade i n and decade 
out. I n j o i n i n g together, I am convinced you have done the r i g h t 
t h i n g f o r your members, and t h e i r f a m i l i e s , f o r the 21st century. 
And I am convinced t h a t you w i l l do the r i g h t things f o r /America. 

Thank you, and God bless you. (Applause.) 

END 7:23 P.M. EST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Of f i c e of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 19, 1999 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

United States C a p i t o l 
Washington. D.C. 

9:10 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, members of 
Congress, honored guests, my f e l l o w /Americans: Tonight, I have the 
honor of r e p o r t i n g t o you on the State of the Union. 

Let me begin by s a l u t i n g the new Speaker of the House, and 
thanking him, e s p e c i a l l y t o n i g h t , f o r extending an i n v i t a t i o n to two 
specia l guests s i t t i n g i n the g a l l e r y w i t h Mrs. Hastert: Lyn Gibson and 
Wei Ling Chestnut are the widows of the two brave C a p i t o l H i l l p o l i c e 
o f f i c e r s who gave t h e i r l i v e s to defend freedom's house. (Applause.) 

Mr. Speaker, at your swearing-in, you asked us a l l to work 
together i n a s p i r i t of c i v i l i t y and b i p a r t i s a n s h i p . Mr. Speaker, 
l e t ' s do e x a c t l y t h a t . (Applause.) 

Tonight, I stand before you t o report t h a t /America has created the 
longest peacetime economic expansion i n our h i s t o r y -- (Applause) --
with nearly 18 m i l l i o n new jobs, wages r i s i n g at more than twice the 
rate of i n f l a t i o n , the highest home ownership i n h i s t o r y , the smallest 
welfare r o l l s i n 30 years, and the lowest peacetime unemployment since 
1957. (Applause.) 

For the f i r s t time i n three decades, the budget i s balanced. 
(Applause.) From a d e f i c i t of $290 b i l l i o n i n 1992, we had a surplus of 
$70 b i l l i o n l a s t year. And now we are on course f o r budget surpluses 
f o r the next 25 years. (Applause.) 

Thanks to the pioneering leadership of a l l of you, we have the 
lowest v i o l e n t crime rat e i n a quarter century and the cleanest 
environment i n a quarter century. /America i s a strong force f o r peace 
from Northern I r e l a n d t o Bosnia to the Middle East. 

Thanks to the leadership of Vice President Gore, we have a 
government f o r the Information Age. Once again, a government that i s a 
progressive instrument of the common good, rooted i n our oldest values 
of o p p o r t u n i t y , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and community; devoted to f i s c a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ; determined t o give our people the t o o l s they need to 
make the most of t h e i r own l i v e s i n the 21st century -- a 2 I s t century 
government f o r 21st century America. 

My f e l l o w /Americans, I stand before you t o n i g h t to report t h a t the 
stat e of our union i s strong. (Applause.) 

/America i s working again. The promise of our f u t u r e i s l i m i t l e s s . 
But we cannot r e a l i z e t h a t promise i f we allow the hum of our p r o s p e r i t y 
to l u l l us i n t o complacency. How we fare as a nation f a r i n t o the 21st 
century depends upon what we do as a nation today. 
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So w i t h our budget surplus growing, our economy expanding, our 
confidence r i s i n g , now i s the moment f o r t h i s generation to meet our 
h i s t o r i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the 21st century. 

Our f i s c a l d i s c i p l i n e gives us an unsurpassed o p p o r t u n i t y to 
address a remarkable new challenge -- the aging of /America. With the 
number of e l d e r l y /Americans set t o double by 2030, the baby boom w i l l 
become a senior boom. So f i r s t , and above a l l , we must save Social 
Security f o r the 21st century. (Applause.) 

Early i n t h i s century, being o l d meant being poor. When President 
Roosevelt created Social Security, thousands wrote t o thank him f o r 
e l i m i n a t i n g what one woman c a l l e d the "stark t e r r o r of penniless, 
helpless o l d age." Even today, without Social Security, h a l f our 
nation's e l d e r l y would be forced i n t o poverty. 

Today, Social Security i s strong. But by 2013, p a y r o l l taxes w i l l 
no longer be s u f f i c i e n t to cover monthly payments. By 2032, the t r u s t 
fund w i l l be exhausted and Social Security w i l l be unable t o pay the 
f u l l b e n e f i t s older /Americans have been promised. 

The best way to keep Social Security a r o c k - s o l i d guarantee i s not 
to make d r a s t i c cuts i n b e n e f i t s , not t o ra i s e p a y r o l l tax rates, not t o 
dr a i n resources from Social Security i n the name of saving i t . Instead, 
I propose t h a t we make an h i s t o r i c decision t o invest the surplus t o 
save Social S e c u r i t y . (Applause.) 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , I propose t h a t we commit 60 percent of the budget 
surplus f o r the next 15 years t o Social Security, i n v e s t i n g a small 
p o r t i o n i n the p r i v a t e sector, j u s t as any p r i v a t e or s t a t e government 
pension would do. This w i l l earn a higher r e t u r n and keep Social 
Security sound f o r 55 years. 

But we must aim higher. We should put Social Security on a sound 
f o o t i n g f o r the next 75 years. We should reduce poverty among e l d e r l y 
women, who are nearly twice as l i k e l y t o be poor as our other seniors. 
(Applause.) And we should e l i m i n a t e the l i m i t s on what seniors on 
Social Security can earn. (Applause.) 

Now, these changes w i l l require d i f f i c u l t but f u l l y achievable 
choices over and above the dedication of the surplus. They must be made 
on a b i p a r t i s a n basis. They should be made t h i s year. So l e t me say to 
you t o n i g h t , I reach out my hand t o a l l of you i n both Houses, i n both 
p a r t i e s , and ask t h a t we j o i n together i n saying t o the Ajnerican people: 
We w i l l save Social Security now. (Applause.) 

Now, l a s t year we wisely reserved a l l of the surplus u n t i l we knew 
what i t would take to save Social Security. Again, I say, we shouldn't 
spend any of i t not any of i t — u n t i l a f t e r Social Security i s t r u l y 
saved. F i r s t t hings f i r s t . (Applause.) 

Second, once we have saved Social Security, we must f u l f i l l our 
o b l i g a t i o n t o save and improve Medicare. Already, we have extended the 
l i f e of the Medicare t r u s t fund by 10 years — but we should extend i t 
f o r at l e a s t another decade. Tonight, I propose t h a t we use one out of 
every $6 i n the surplus f o r the next 15 years t o guarantee the soundness 
of Medicare u n t i l the year 2020. (Applause.) 

But, again, we should aim higher. We must be w i l l i n g t o work m a 
b i p a r t i s a n way and look at new ideas, i n c l u d i n g the upcoming report of 
the b i p a r t i s a n Medicare Commission. I f we work together, we can secure 
Medicare f o r the next two decades and cover the greatest growing need of 
seniors -- a f f o r d a b l e p r e s c r i p t i o n drugs. (Applause.) 
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You know, our c h i l d r e n are doing b e t t e r . SAT scores are up; math 
scores have r i s e n i n nearly a l l grades. But there's a problem. While 
our 4th graders outperform t h e i r peers i n other countries i n math and 
science, our 8th graders are around average, and our 12th graders rank 
near the bottom. We must do b e t t e r . Now, each year the n a t i o n a l 
government invests more than $15 b i l l i o n i n our p u b l i c schools. I 
believe we must change the way we invest t h a t money, to support what 
works and t o stop supporting what does not work. (Applause.) 

F i r s t , l a t e r t h i s year, I w i l l send to Congress a plan t h a t , f o r 
the f i r s t time, holds states and school d i s t r i c t s accountable f o r 
progress and rewards them f o r r e s u l t s . My Education A c c o u n t a b i l i t y Act 
w i l l r e q u i r e every school d i s t r i c t r e c e i v i n g f e d e r a l help t o take the 
f o l l o w i n g f i v e steps. 

F i r s t , a l l schools must end s o c i a l promotion. (Applause.) No 
c h i l d should graduate from high school w i t h a diploma he or she can't 
read. We do our c h i l d r e n no favors when we allow them to pass from 
grade to grade without mastering the m a t e r i a l . 

But we can't j u s t hold students back because the system f a i l s 
them. So my balanced budget t r i p l e s the funding f o r summer school and 
a f t e r - s c h o o l programs, to keep a m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n l e a r n i n g . (Applause.) 

Now, i f you doubt t h i s w i l l work, j u s t look at Chicago, which 
ended s o c i a l promotion and made summer school mandatory f o r those who 
don't master the basics. Math and reading scores are up three years 
running -- w i t h some of the biggest gains i n some of the poorest 
neighborhoods. I t w i l l work, and we should do i t . (Applause.) 

Second, a l l states and school d i s t r i c t s must t u r n around t h e i r 
worst-performing schools -- or shut them down. (Applause.) That's the 
p o l i c y e s t a b l i s h e d i n North Carolina by Governor Jim Hunt. North 
Carolina made the biggest gains i n t e s t scores i n the nation l a s t year. 
Our budget includes $200 m i l l i o n t o help states t u r n around t h e i r own 
f a i l i n g schools. 

Thir d , a l l states and school d i s t r i c t s must be held responsible 
f o r the q u a l i t y of t h e i r teachers. The great m a j o r i t y of our teachers 
do a f i n e job. But i n too many schools, teachers don't have college 
[najors -- or even minors -- i n the subjects they teach. New teachers 
should be required to pass performance exams, and a l l teachers should 
know the subjects they're teaching. (Applause.) This year's 
balanced budget contains resources t o help them reach higher standards. 

And t o a t t r a c t t a l e n t e d young teachers to the toughest 
assignments, I recommend a s i x f o l d increase i n our program f o r college 
scholarships f o r students who commit to teach i n the inner c i t i e s and 
i s o l a t e d r u r a l areas and Indian communities. Let us b r i n g excellence i n 
every part of /Ajiierica. (Applause.) 

Fourth, we must empower parents, w i t h more i n f o r m a t i o n and more 
choices. In too many communities, i t ' s easier to get i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
q u a l i t y of the l o c a l restaurants than on the q u a l i t y of the l o c a l 
schools. Every school d i s t r i c t should issue report cards on every 
school. And parents should be given more choices i n s e l e c t i n g t h e i r 
p u b l i c schools. (Applause.) 

When I became President, there was j u s t one independent p u b l i c 
charter school i n a l l Anerica. With our support, on a b i p a r t i s a n basis, 
today there are 1,100. My budget assures t h a t e a r l y i n the next 
century, there w i l l be 3,000. (Applause.) 

F i f t h , to assure t h a t our classrooms are t r u l y places of l e a r n i n g . 
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and to respond to what teachers have been asking us to do fo r years, we 
should say t h a t a l l states and school d i s t r i c t s must both adopt and 
implement sensible d i s c i p l i n e p o l i c i e s . (Applause.) 

Now, l e t ' s do one more t h i n g f o r our c h i l d r e n . Today, too many of 
our schools are so o l d they're f a l l i n g apart, or so over-crowded 
students are l e a r n i n g i n t r a i l e r s . Last f a l l . Congress missed the 
opp o r t u n i t y t o change t h a t . This year, w i t h 53 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n i n our 
schools. Congress must not miss t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y again. I ask you to 
help our communities b u i l d or modernize 5,000 schools. (Applause.) 

I f we do these things -- end s o c i a l promotion; t u r n around f a i l i n g 
schools; b u i l d modern ones; support q u a l i f i e d teachers; promote 
innovation, competition and d i s c i p l i n e -- then we w i l l begin t o meet our 
generation's h i s t o r i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o create 21st century schools. 
(Applause.) 

Now, we also have to do more t o support the m i l l i o n s of parents 
who give t h e i r a l l every day at home and at work. The most basic t o o l 
of a l l i s a decent income. So l e t ' s r a i s e the minimum wage by a d o l l a r 
an hour over the next two years. (Applause.) And l e t ' s make sure that 
women and men get equal pay f o r equal work by strengthening enforcement 
of equal pay laws. (Applause.) 

That was encouraging, you know. (Laughter.) There was more 
balance on the seats. I l i k e t h a t . Let's give them a hand. That's 
great. (Applause.) 

Working parents also need q u a l i t y c h i l d care. (Applause.) So, 
again t h i s year, I ask Congress t o support our plan f o r tax c r e d i t s and 
subsidies f o r working f a m i l i e s , f o r improved safety and q u a l i t y , f o r 
expanded a f t e r - s c h o o l programs. And our plan also includes a new tax 
c r e d i t f o r stay-at-home parents, too. They need support, as w e l l . 
(/Applause . ) 

Parents should never have to worry about choosing between t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n and t h e i r work. Now, the Family and Medical Leave Act -- the 
very f i r s t b i l l I signed i n t o law -- has now, since 1993, helped 
m i l l i o n s and m i l l i o n s of /Americans to care f o r a newborn baby or an 
a i l i n g r e l a t i v e without r i s k i n g t h e i r jobs. I t h i n k i t ' s time, w i t h a i l 
the evidence t h a t i t has been so l i t t l e burdensome t o employers, to 
extend Family Leave t o 10 m i l l i o n more /Americans working f o r smaller 
companies. And I hope you w i l l support i t . (Applause.) 

F i n a l l y on the matter of work, parents should never have t o face 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n the workplace. So I want t o ask Congress t o p r o h i b i t 
companies from r e f u s i n g t o h i r e or promote workers simply because they 
have c h i l d r e n . That i s not r i g h t . (Applause.) 

/ViTierica's f a m i l i e s deserve the world's best medical care. Thanks 
to b i p a r t i s a n f e d e r a l support f o r medical research, we are now on the 
verge of new treatments to prevent or delay diseases from Parkinson's to 
Alzheimer's, to a r t h r i t i s to cancer. But as we continue our advances i n 
medical science, we can't l e t our medical system lag behind. Managed 
care has l i t e r a l l y transformed medicine i n America -- d r i v i n g down 
costs, but threat e n i n g t o d r i v e down q u a l i t y as w e l l . 

I t h i n k we ought t o say t o every /American: You should have the 
r i g h t t o know a l l your medical options -- not j u s t the cheapest. I f you 
need a s p e c i a l i s t , you should have the r i g h t to see one. You have a 
r i g h t to the nearest emergency care i f you're i n an accident. These are 
things t h a t we ought t o say. And I t h i n k we ought to say, you should 
have a r i g h t to keep your doctor during a period of treatment, whether 
i t ' s a pregnancy or a chemotherapy treatment, or anything else. I 
believe t h i s . 
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Now, I've ordered these r i g h t s t o be extended to the 85 m i l l o n 
/Americans served by Medicare, Medicaid, and other f e d e r a l health 
programs. But only Congress can pass a p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t s f o r a l l 
/Americans. (Applause.) Now, l a s t year. Congress missed t h a t 
o p p o r t u n i t y and we must not miss th a t o p p o r t u n i t y again. For the sake 
of our f a m i l i e s , I ask us to j o i n together across p a r t y l i n e s and pass a 
strong, enforceable p a t i e n t s ' b i l l of r i g h t s . (Applause.) 

As more of our medical records are stored e l e c t r o n i c a l l y , the 
thre a t s t o a l l our privacy increase. Because Congress has given me the 
a u t h o r i t y t o act i f i t does not do so by August, one way or another, we 
can a l l say t o the /American people, we w i l l p r o t e c t the privacy of 
medical records and we w i l l do i t t h i s year. (Applause.) 

Now, two years ago, the Congress extended health coverage t o up to 
f i v e m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n . Now, we should go beyond t h a t . We should make 
i t easier f o r small businesses t o o f f e r health insurance. We should 
give people between the ages of 55 and 65 who lose t h e i r health 
insurance the chance t o buy i n t o Medicare. And we should continue t o 
ensure access t o f a j n i l y planning. 

No one should have to choose between keeping health care and 
taking a job. And, t h e r e f o r e , I e s p e c i a l l y ask you t o n i g h t to j o i n 
hands to pass the landmark b i p a r t i s a n l e g i s l a t i o n -- proposed by 
Senators Kennedy and Je f f o r d s , Roth and Moynihan -- to allow people w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s to keep t h e i r h ealth insurance when they go to work. 
(Applause.) 

We need t o enable our p u b l i c h o s p i t a l s , our community, our 
u n i v e r s i t y health centers to provide basic, a f f o r d a b l e care f o r a l l the 
m i l l i o n s of working f a m i l i e s who don't have any insurance. They do a 
l o t of t h a t today, but much more can be done. And my balanced budget 
makes a good down payment toward t h a t goal. I hope you w i l l t h i n k about 
them and support t h a t p r o v i s i o n . 

Let me say we must step up our e f f o r t s t o t r e a t and prevent mental 
i l l n e s s . No American should ever be a f r a i d — ever -- t o address t h i s 
disease. This year, we w i l l host a White House Conference on Mental 
Health. With s e n s i t i v i t y , commitment and passion. Tipper Gore i s 
leading our e f f o r t s here, and I'd l i k e t o thank her f o r what she's done. 
Thank you. Thank you. (Applause.) 

As everyone knows, our c h i l d r e n are ta r g e t s of a massive media 
campaign t o hook them on c i g a r e t t e s . Now, I ask t h i s Congress to 
r e s i s t the tobacco lobby, to r e a f f i r m the FDA's a u t h o r i t y t o p r o t e c t 
our c h i l d r e n from tobacco, and to hold tobacco companies accountable 
while p r o t e c t i n g tobacco farmers. 

Smoking has cost taxpayers hundreds of b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s under 
Medicare and other programs. You know, the states have been r i g h t about 
t h i s -- taxpayers shouldn't pay f o r the cost of lung cancer, ejnphysema 
and other smoking-related i l l n e s s e s -- the tobacco companies should. So 
to n i g h t I announce that the Jus t i c e Department i s preparing a l i t i g a t i o n 
plan t o take the tobacco companies t o court -- and wi t h the funds we 
recover, t o strengthen Medicare. (Applause.) 

Now, i f we act i n these areas -- minimum wage, fa m i l y leave, c h i l d 
care, health care, the safety of our c h i l d r e n — then we w i l l begin to 
meet our generation's h i s t o r i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to strengthen our f a m i l i e s 
f o r the 21st century. 

Today, /America i s the most dynamic, competitive, j o b - c r e a t i n g 
econojny i n h i s t o r y . But we can do even b e t t e r -- i n b u i l d i n g a 21st 
century economy that embraces a l l Americans. 
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Today's income gap i s l a r g e l y a s k i l l s gap. Last year, the 
Congress passed a law enabling workers t o get a s k i l l s grant t o choose 
the t r a i n i n g they need. And I applaud a l l of you here who were part of 
t h a t . This year, I recommend a f i v e - y e a r commitment i n the new syst.em 
so t h a t we can provide, over the next f i v e years, appropriate t r a i n i n g 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a l l /Americans who lose t h e i r jobs, and expand r a p i d 
response teams t o help a l l towns which have been r e a l l y hurt when 
businesses close. I hope you w i l l support t h i s . (Applause.) 

Also, I ask your support f o r a dramatic increase i n f e d e r a l 
support f o r a d u l t l i t e r a c y , to mount a n a t i o n a l campaign aimed at 
helping the m i l l i o n s and m i l l i o n s of working people who s t i l l read at 
less than a 5th grade l e v e l . We need to do t h i s . (Applause.) 

Here's some good news: In the past s i x years, we have cut the 
welfare r o l l s nearly i n h a l f . (Applause.) Two years ago, from t h i s 
podium, I asked f i v e companies to lead a n a t i o n a l e f f o r t t o h i r e people 
o f f welfare. Tonight, our Welfare to Work Partnership includes 10,000 
companies who have h i r e d hundreds of thousands of people. And our 
balanced budget w i l l help another 200,000 people move to the d i g n i t y and 
pride of work. I hope you w i l l support i t . (Applause.) 

We must do more to b r i n g the spark of p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e to every 
corner of /America -- t o b u i l d a bridge from Wall Street t o Appalachia to 
the M i s s i s s i p p i Delta, t o our Native /American communities -- w i t h more 
support f o r community development banks, f o r empowerment zones, f o r 
100,000 more vouchers f o r a f f o r d a b l e housing. And I ask Congress to 
support our bold new plan t o help businesses r a i s e up t o $15 b i l l i o n i n 
p r i v a t e sector c a p i t a l to b r i n g jobs and o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o our inner 
c i t i e s and r u r a l areas -- w i t h tax c r e d i t s , loan guarantees, i n c l u d i n g 
the new Ajnerican Private Investment Company, modeled on the Overseas 
Private Investment Company. (Applause.) 

For years and years and years, we've had t h i s OPIC, t h i s Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation, because we knew we had untapped markets 
overseas. But our greatest untapped markets are not overseas -- they 
are r i g h t here at home. And we should go a f t e r them. (Applause.) 

We must work hard to help b r i n g p r o s p e r i t y back to the f a m i l y 
farm. (Applause.) As t h i s Congress knows very w e l l , dropping p r i c e s 
and the loss of f o r e i g n markets have devastated too many fam i l y farms. 
Last year, the Congress provided s u b s t a n t i a l assistance t o help stave 
o f f a d i s a s t e r i n American a g r i c u l t u r e . And I am ready t o work w i t h 
lawmakers of both p a r t i e s to create a farm safety net t h a t w i l l include 
crop insurance reform and farm income assistance. I ask you t o j o i n 
w i t h me and do t h i s . This should not be a p o l i t i c a l issue. Everyone 
knows what an economic problem i s going on out there i n r u r a l Anerica 
today, and we need an appropriate means to address i t . (Applause.) 

We must strengthen our lead i n technology. I t was government 
investment t h a t l e d to the c r e a t i o n of the I n t e r n e t . I propose a 
28-percent increase i n long-term computing research. 

We also must be ready f o r the 21st century from i t s very f i r s t 
moment, by s o l v i n g the so-called Y2K computer problem. (Applause.) 

We had one member of Congress stand up and applaud. (Laughter.) 
And we may have about that r a t i o out there applauding at home, i n f r o n t 
of t h e i r t e l e v i s i o n sets. But remember, t h i s i s a b i g , big problem. 
And we've been working hard on i t . Already, we've made sure t h a t the 
Social S e c u r i t y checks w i l l come on time. (Applause.) But I want a l l 
the f o l k s at home l i s t e n i n g t o t h i s t o know that we need every s t a t e and 
l o c a l government, every business, large and small, to work with us to 
make sure t h a t t h i s Y2K computer bug w i l l be remembered as the l a s t 
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headache of the 20th century, not the f i r s t c r i s i s of the 21st. 
(Applause.) 

For our own p r o s p e r i t y , we must support economic growth abroad. 
You know, u n t i l r e c e n t l y , a t h i r d of our economic growth came froin 
exports. But over the past year and a h a l f , f i n a n c i a l t u r m o i l overseas 
has put t h a t growth at r i s k . Today, much of the world i s i n recession, 
w i t h Asia h i t e s p e c i a l l y hard. This i s the most serious f i n a n c i a l 
c r i s i s i n h a l f a century. To meet i t , the United States and other 
nations have reduced i n t e r e s t rates and strengthened the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Monetary Fund. And while the t u r m o i l i s not over, we have worked very 
hard w i t h other nations t o contain i t . 

At the same time, we have to continue t o work on the long-terjn 
p r o j e c t , b u i l d i n g a g l o b a l f i n a n c i a l system f o r the 21st century t h a t 
promotes p r o s p e r i t y and tames the cycle of boom and bust t h a t has 
engulfed so much of Asia. This June I w i l l meet w i t h other world 
leaders to advance t h i s h i s t o r i c purpose. And I ask a l l of you t o 
support our endeavors. 

I also ask you t o support c r e a t i n g a f r e e r and f a i r e r t r a d i n g 
system f o r 21st century /America. (Applause.) 

I'd l i k e t o say something r e a l l y serious to everyone i n t h i s 
chamber i n both p a r t i e s . I t h i n k trade has d i v i d e d us, and d i v i d e d 
Americans outside t h i s chamber, f o r too long. Somehow we have to f i n d a 
common ground on which business and workers and environmentalists and 
farmers and government can stand together. I believe these are the 
things we ought to a l l agree on. So l e t me t r y . 

F i r s t , we ought to tear down b a r r i e r s , open markets, and expand 
trade. But at the same time, we must ensure th a t o rdinary c i t i z e n s i n 
a l l c o u n t r i e s a c t u a l l y b e n e f i t from trade -- (Applause.) — a trade 
that promotes the d i g n i t y of work, and the r i g h t s of workers, and 
p r o t e c t s the environment. We must i n s i s t t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l trade 
organizations be more open to p u b l i c s c r u t i n y , instead of mysterious, 
secret things subject to w i l d c r i t i c i s m . 

When you come r i g h t down to i t , now t h a t the world economy i s 
becoming more and more i n t e g r a t e d , we have to do i n the world what we 
spent the b e t t e r p a r t of t h i s century doing here at home. We have got 
to put a human face on the g l o b a l economy. (Applause.) 

We must enforce our trade laws when imports u n l a w f u l l y f l o o d our 
nation. (Applause.) I have already informed the government of Japan 
that i f t h a t nation's sudden surge of s t e e l imports i n t o our country i s 
not reversed, America w i l l respond. (Applause.) 

We must help a l l manufacturers h i t hard by the present c r i s i s w i t h 
loan guarantees and other incentives t o increase /American exports by 
nearly $2 b i l l i o n . I'd l i k e t o believe we can achieve a new consensus 
on trade, based on these p r i n c i p l e s . And I ask the Congress again t o 
j o i n me i n t h i s common approach and to give the President the trade 
a u t h o r i t y long used -- and now overdue and necessary -- to advance our 
p r o s p e r i t y i n the 2 I s t century. (Applause.) 

Tonight, I issue a c a l l to the nations of the world t o j o i n the 
United States i n a new round of g l o b a l trade n e g o t i a t i o n s to expand 
exports of services, manufacturers and farm products. Tonight I say we 
w i l l work w i t h the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labor Organization on a new i n i t i a t i v e 
t o r a i s e labor standards around the world. And t h i s year, we w i l l lead 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to conclude a t r e a t y to ban abusive c h i l d 
labor everywhere i n the world. (Applause.) 

I f we do these things — invest i n our people, our communities. 
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our technology, and lead i n the glob a l economy -- then we w i l l begin t o 
meet our h i s t o r i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o b u i l d a 21st century p r o s p e r i t y f o r 
/Ajiierica. 

You know, no nation i n h i s t o r y has had the o p p o r t u n i t y and the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y we now have to shape a world that i s more peaceful, more 
secure, more f r e e . A l l /Americans can be proud t h a t our leadership 
helped to b r i n g peace i n Northern I r e l a n d . A l l /Americans can be proud 
that our leadership has put Bosnia on the path t o peace. And wi t h our 
NATO a l l i e s , we are pressing the Serbian government to stop i t s b r u t a l 
repression i n Kosovo -- (Applause.) -- t o b r i n g those responsible t o 
j u s t i c e , and to give the people of Kosovo the self-government they 
deserve. 

A l l /Americans can be proud t h a t our leadership renewed hope f o r 
l a s t i n g peace i n the Middle East. Some of you were w i t h me l a s t 
December as we watched the P a l e s t i n i a n National Council completely 
renounce i t s c a l l f o r the d e s t r u c t i o n of I s r a e l . Now I ask Congress t o 
provide resources so t h a t a l l p a r t i e s can implement the Wye Agreement --
to p r o t e c t I s r a e l ' s s e c u r i t y , to st i m u l a t e the P a l e s t i n i a n economy, to 
support our f r i e n d s i n Jordan. We must not, we dare not, l e t them down. 
I hope you w i l l help. (Applause.) 

As we work f o r peace, we must also meet t h r e a t s to our nation's 
s e c u r i t y -- i n c l u d i n g increased dangers from outlaw nations and 
t e r r o r i s m . We w i l l defend our s e c u r i t y wherever we are threatened, as 
we d i d t h i s summer when we struck at Osama bin Laden's network of 
t e r r o r . The bombing of our embassies i n Kenya and Tanzania reminds us 
again of the r i s k s faced every day by those who represent /America to the 
world. So l e t ' s give them the support they need, the safest possible 
workplaces, and the resources they must have so /America can continue to 
lead. (Applause.) 

We must work t o keep t e r r o r i s t s from d i s r u p t i n g computer networks. 
We must work t o prepare l o c a l communities f o r b i o l o g i c a l and chemical 
emergencies, t o support research i n t o vaccines and treatments. 

We must increase our e f f o r t s to r e s t r a i n the spread of nuclear 
weapons and m i s s i l e s , from Korea t o Indi a and Pakistan. We must expand 
our work w i t h Russia, Ukraine, and the other former Soviet nations to 
safeguard nuclear m a t e r i a l s and technology so they never f a l l i n t o the 
wrong hands. Our balanced budget w i l l increase funding f o r these 
c r i t i c a l e f f o r t s by almost t w o - t h i r d s over the next f i v e years. 

With Russia, we must continue t o reduce our nuclear arsenals. The 
START I I t r e a t y and the framework we have already agreed to f o r START 
I I I could cut them by 80 percent from t h e i r Cold War height. 

I t ' s been two years since I signed the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty. I f we don't do the r i g h t t h i n g , other nations won't e i t h e r . I 
ask the Senate t o take t h i s v i t a l step: Approve the t r e a t y now, t o make 
i t harder f o r other nations t o develop nuclear arms, and t o make sure we 
can end nuclear t e s t i n g forever. (Applause.) 

For nearly a decade, I r a q has de f i e d i t s o b l i g a t i o n s t o destroy 
i t s weapons of t e r r o r and the m i s s i l e s to d e l i v e r them. America w i l l 
continue to contain Saddam -- and we w i l l work f o r the day when I r a q has 
a government worthy of i t s people. (Applause.) 

Now, l a s t month, i n our ac t i o n over I r a q , our troops were superb. 
Their mission was so f l a w l e s s l y executed that we r i s k t a k i n g f o r granted 
the bravery and the s k i l l i t required. Captain J e f f T a l i a f e r r o , a 
10-year veteran of the A i r Force, flew a B-IB bomber over I r a q as we 
attacked Saddam's war machine. He's here w i t h us t o n i g h t . I'd l i k e to 
ask you to honor him and a l l the 33,000 men and women of Operation 
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Desert Fox. 

Captain T a l i a f e r r o . (Applause.) 

I t i s time t o reverse the decline i n defense spending t h a t began 
i n 1985. (Applause.) Since A p r i l , together we have added nearly $6 
b i l l i o n to maintain our m i l i t a r y readiness. My balanced budget c a l l s 
fo r a sustained increase over the next s i x years f o r readiness, f o r 
modernization, and f o r pay and b e n e f i t s f o r our troops and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s . (Applause.) 

We are the h e i r s of a legacy of bravery represented i n every 
community i n /America by m i l l i o n s of our veterans. America 's defenders 
today s t i l l stand ready at a moment's notice t o go where comforts are 
few and dangers are many, to do what needs to be done as no one else 
can. They always come through f o r /America. We must come through f o r 
them. (Applause.) 

The new century demands new partnerships f o r peace and s e c u r i t y . 
The United Nations plays a c r u c i a l r o l e , w i t h a l l i e s sharing burdens 
Ajnerica might otherwise bear alone. /America needs a strong and 
e f f e c t i v e U.N. I want t o work w i t h t h i s new Congress to pay our dues 
and our debts. (Applause.) 

We must continue t o support s e c u r i t y and s t a b i l i t y i n Europe and 
Asia -- expanding NATO and d e f i n i n g i t s new missions; maintaining our 
a l l i a n c e w i t h Japan, w i t h Korea, without our other Asian a l l i e s ; and 
engaging China. 

In China, l a s t year, I said t o the leaders and the people what I'd 
l i k e to say again t o n i g h t : S t a b i l i t y can no longer be bought at the 
expense of l i b e r t y . (Applause.) But I'd also l i k e to say again to the 
/American people: I t ' s important not t o i s o l a t e China. The more we 
brin g China i n t o the world, the more the world w i l l b r i n g change and 
freedom t o China. (Applause.) 

Last spring, w i t h some of you, I t r a v e l e d t o A f r i c a , where I saw 
democracy and reform r i s i n g , but s t i l l held back by violence and 
disease. We must f o r t i f y A f r i c a n democracy and peace by launching Radio 
Democracy f o r A f r i c a , supporting the t r a n s i t i o n to democracy now 
beginning t o take place i n Nigeria, and passing the A f r i c a n Trade and 
Development Act. (Applause.) 

We must continue t o deepen our t i e s t o the /Americas and the 
Caribbean; our common work t o educate c h i l d r e n , f i g h t drugs, strejigthen 
democracy and increase trade. I n t h i s hemisphere, every government but 
one i s f r e e l y chosen by i t s people. We are determined t h a t Cuba, too, 
w i l l know the blessings of l i b e r t y . (Applause.) 

The /Ajnerican people have opened t h e i r hearts and t h e i r arms t o our 
Central Ajnerican and Caribbean neighbors who have been so devastated by 
the recent hurricanes. Working w i t h Congress, I am committed to help 
them r e b u i l d . When the F i r s t Lady and Tipper Gore v i s i t e d the region, 
they saw thousands of our troops and thousands of /American volunteers. 
In the Dominican Republic, H i l l a r y helped to rededicate a h o s p i t a l t h a t 
had been r e b u i l t by Dominicans and /Americans, working side-by-side. 
With her was someone else who has been very important t o the r e l i e f 
e f f o r t s . 

You know, sports records are made and, sooner or l a t e r , they're 
broken. But making other people's l i v e s b e t t e r , and showing our 
c h i l d r e n the tr u e meaning of brotherhood -- that l a s t s forever. So, f o r 
far more than baseball, Sammy Sosa, you're a hero i n two countries 
t o n i g h t . Thank you. (Applause.) 
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So I say t o a l l of you, i f we do these things -- i f we pursue 
peace, f i g h t t e r r o r i s m , increase our strength, renew our a l l i a n c e s --
we w i l l begin t o meet our generation's h i s t o r i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to b u i l d 
a stronger 21st century /America i n a f r e e r , more peaceful world. 

As the world has changed, so have our own communities. We must 
make them safer, more l i v a b l e and more unit e d . This year, we w i l l reach 
our goal of 100,000 community p o l i c e o f f i c e r s -- ahead of schedule and 
under budget. (Applause.) The Brady B i l l has stopped a quarter m i l l i o n 
felons, f u g i t i v e s and s t a l k e r s from buying handguns. And, now, the 
murder r a t e i s the lowest i n 30 years and the crime r a t e has dropped f o r 
six s t r a i g h t years. (Applause.) 

Tonight, I propose a 21st century crime b i l l t o deploy the l a t e s t 
technologies and t a c t i c s t o make our communities even safer. Our 
balanced budget w i l l help put up to 50,000 more p o l i c e on the s t r e e t , i n 
the areas hardest h i t by crime -- and then t o equip them w i t h new t o o l s , 
from crime-mapping computers t o d i g i t a l mug shots. 

I f 
We must break the deadly cycle of drugs and crime. Our budget 

expands support f o r drug t e s t i n g and treatment, saying t o prisoners: 
you stay on drugs, you have t o stay behind bars. And to those on 
parole: I f you want t o keep your freedom, you must stay free of drugs. 
(Applause.) 

I ask Congress t o restore the five-day w a i t i n g period f o r buying a 
handgun -- (Applause.) -- and extend the Brady B i l l to prevent j u v e n i l e s 
who commit v i o l e n t crimes from buying a gun. (Applause.) 

We must do more t o keep our schools the safest places i n our 
communities. Last year, every /American was h o r r i f i e d and heartbroken by 
the t r a g i c k i l l i n g s i n Jonesboro, Paducah, Pearl, Edinboro, S p r i n g f i e l d . 
We were deeply moved by the courageous parents now working t o keep guns 
out of the hands of c h i l d r e n and t o make other e f f o r t s so that other 
parents don't have to l i v e through t h e i r loss. 

A f t e r she l o s t her daughter, Suzann Wilson of Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
came here to the White House w i t h a powerful plea. She said, "Please, 
please, f o r the sake of your c h i l d r e n , lock up your gun. Don't l e t what 
happened i n Jonesboro happen i n your town." I t ' s a message she i s 
passionately advocating every day. 

Suzann i s here w i t h us t o n i g h t , w i t h the F i r s t Lady, 
thank her f o r her courage and her commitment. Thank you. 

I'd l i k e to 
(Applause.) 

In memory of a l l the c h i l d r e n who l o s t t h e i r l i v e s to school 
violence, I ask you to strengthen the Safe and Drug-Free School Act, t o 
pass l e g i s l a t i o n t o require c h i l d t r i g g e r locks, t o do everything 
possible to keep our c h i l d r e n safe. (Applause.) 

A century ago. President Theodore Roosevelt defined our "great, 
c e n t r a l task" as "leaving t h i s land even a b e t t e r land f o r our 
descendants than i t i s f o r us." Today, we're r e s t o r i n g the Fl o r i d a 
Everglades , saving Yellowstone, preserving the red rock canyons of 
Utah, p r o t e c t i n g C a l i f o r n i a ' s redwoods and our precious coasts. But 
our most f a t e f u l new challenge i s the t h r e a t of glob a l warming. 1998 
was the warmest year ever recorded. Last year's heat waves, floods and 
storms are but a h i n t of what f u t u r e generations may endure i f we do 
not act now. 

Tonight I propose a new clean a i r fund t o help communities reduce 
greenhouse and other p o l l u t i o n , and tax i n c e n t i v e s and investments to 
spur clean energy technology. And I want t o work with members of 
Congress i n both p a r t i e s t o reward companies th a t take e a r l y , v o l u n t a r y 
a c t i o n to reduce greenhouse gases. (Applause.) 
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A l l our conuTiunities face a preservation challenge, as they grow 
and green space shrinks. Seven thousand acres of farmland and open 
space are l o s t every day. I n response, I propose two major i n i t i a t i v e s : 
F i r s t , a $ l - b i l l i o n L i v a b i l i t y Agenda t o help communities save open 
space, ease t r a f f i c congestion, and grow i n ways th a t enhance every 
c i t i z e n ' s q u a l i t y of l i f e . (Applause.) And second, a $ l - b i l l i o n Lands 
Legacy I n i t i a t i v e t o preserve places of n a t u r a l beauty a l l across 
America -- from the most remote wilderness t o the nearest c i t y park. 
(Applause.) 

These are t r u l y landmark i n i t i a t i v e s , which could not have been 
developed without the v i s i o n a r y leadership of the Vice President, and I 
want to thank him very much f o r his commitment here. (Applause.) 

Now, t o get the most out of your conmiunity, you have to give 
something back. That's why we created /AmeriCorps -- our n a t i o n a l 
service program t h a t gives today's generation a chance to serve t h e i r 
communities and earn money f o r college. 

So f a r , i n j u s t four years, 100,000 young Americans have b u i l t 
low-income homes w i t h Habitat f o r Humanity, helped to t u t o r c h i l d r e n 
w i t h churches, worked w i t h FEMA to ease the burden of n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s , 
and performed countless other acts of service t h a t have made /America 
b e t t e r . I ask Congress t o give more young /Americans the chance t o 
fo l l o w t h e i r lead and serve /America i n /AmeriCorps. (Applause.) 

Now, we must work to renew our n a t i o n a l community as w e l l f o r the 
21st century. Last year the House passed the b i p a r t i s a n campaign 
finance reform l e g i s l a t i o n sponsored by Representatives Shays and Meehan 
and Senators McCain and Feingold. But a p a r t i s a n m i n o r i t y i n the Senate 
blocked reform. So I'd l i k e t o say t o the House: Pass i t again, 
q u i c k l y . (Applause.) And I'd l i k e t o say t o the Senate: I hope you 
w i l l say yes t o a stronger /American democracy i n the year 2000. 
(Applause.) 

Since 1997, our I n i t i a t i v e on Race has sought to bridge the 
divi d e s between and among our people. I n i t s report l a s t f a l l , the 
I n i t i a t i v e ' s Advisory Board found t h a t /Americans r e a l l y do want to b r i n g 
our people together across r a c i a l l i n e s . 

We know i t ' s been a long journey. For some, i t goes back to 
before the beginning of our Republic; f o r others, back since the C i v i l 
War; f o r others, throughout the 20th century. But f o r most of us a l i v e 
today, i n a very r e a l sense, t h i s journey began 43 years ago, when a 
woman named Rosa Parks sat down on a bus i n Alabama, and wouldn't get 
up. She's s i t t i n g down w i t h the F i r s t Lady t o n i g h t , and she may get up 
or not, as she chooses. We thank her. (Applause.) Thank you, Rosa. 
(Applause.) 

We know t h a t our continuing r a c i a l problems are aggravated, as the 
P r e s i d e n t i a l I n i t i a t i v e said, by opp o r t u n i t y gaps. The i n i t i a t i v e I've 
o u t l i n e d t o n i g h t w i l l help to close them. But we know that the 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n gap has not been f u l l y closed e i t h e r . D i s c r i m i n a t i o n or 
violence because of race or r e l i g i o n , ancestry or gender, d i s a b i l i t y or 
sexual o r i e n t a t i o n , i s wrong, and i t ought t o be i l l e g a l . Therefore, I 
ask Congress to make the Employment Non-Discrimination Act and the Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act the law of the land. (Applause.) 

Now, since every person i n America counts, every American ought to 
be counted. We need a census that uses modern s c i e n t i f i c methods t o do 
t h a t . (Applause.) 

Our new immigrants must be part of our One America. A f t e r a l l , 
they're r e v i t a l i z i n g our c i t i e s , they're energizing our c u l t u r e , they're 
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b u i l d i n g up our economy. We have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o make them welcome 
here; and they have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to enter the mainstream of /Ajnerican 
l i f e . That means l e a r n i n g English and l e a r n i n g about our democratic 
system of government. There are now long w a i t i n g l i n e s of immigrants 
th a t are t r y i n g to do j u s t t h a t . Therefore, our budget s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
expands our e f f o r t s to help them meet t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I hope you 
w i l l support i t . (Applause.) 

Whether our ancestors came here on the Mayflower, on slave ships, 
whether they came to E l l i s I s l a n d or LAX i n Los Angeles, whether tliey 
came yesterday or walked t h i s land a thousand years ago -- our great 
challenge f o r the 21st century i s t o f i n d a way to be One /Ajnerica. We 
can meet a l l the other challenges i f we can go forward as One /Ajnerica. 

You know, barely more than 300 days from now, we w i l l cross t h a t 
bridge i n t o the new millennium. This i s a moment, as the F i r s t Lady has 
said, "to honor the past and imagine the f u t u r e . " 

I'd l i k e to take j u s t a minute to honor her. For leading our 
Millennium P r o j e c t , f o r a l l she's done f o r our c h i l d r e n , f o r a l l she has 
done i n her h i s t o r i c r o l e t o serve our nation and our best i d e a l s at 
home and abroad, I honor her. (Applause.) 

Last year, I c a l l e d on Congress and every c i t i z e n t o mark the 
millennium by saving /America's treasures. H i l l a r y has t r a v e l e d a l l 
across the country to i n s p i r e r e c o g n i t i o n and support f o r saving places 
l i k e Thomas Edison's Inv e n t i o n Factory or H a r r i e t Tubman's home. Now we 
have to preserve our treasures i n every community. And t o n i g h t , before 
I close, I want to i n v i t e every town, every c i t y , every community to 
become n a t i o n a l l y recognized "millennium community," by launching 
p r o j e c t s t h a t save our h i s t o r y , promote our a r t s and humanities, prepare 
our c h i l d r e n f o r the 21st century. 

Already, the response has been remarkable. And I want to say a 
special word of thanks to our p r i v a t e sector partners and t o members i n 
Congress of both p a r t i e s f o r t h e i r support. Just one example: Because 
of you, the Star-Spangled Banner w i l l be preserved f o r the ages. In 
ways large and small, as we look to the millennium we are keeping a l i v e 
what George Washington c a l l e d "the sacred f i r e of l i b e r t y . " 

Six years ago, I came to o f f i c e i n a time of doubt f o r /America, 
wi t h our economy t r o u b l e d , our d e f i c i t high, our people d i v i d e d . Some 
even wondered whether our best days were behind us. But across t h i s 
country, i n a thousand neighborhoods, I have seen -- even amidst the 
pain and u n c e r t a i n t y of recession -- the r e a l heart and character of 
/America. I knew then t h a t we /Americans could renew t h i s country. 

Tonight, as I d e l i v e r the l a s t State of the Union address of the 
20th century, no one anywhere i n the world can doubt the enduring 
resolve and boundless capacity of the /American people to work toward 
that "more p e r f e c t union" of our founders' dream. 

We're now at the end of a century when generation a f t e r generation 
of Anericans answered the c a l l t o greatness, overcoming Depression, 
l i f t i n g up the dispossessed, b r i n g i n g down b a r r i e r s to r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e , 
b u i l d i n g the l a r g e s t middle class i n h i s t o r y , winning two world wars and 
the "long t w i l i g h t s t r u g g l e " of the Cold War. We must a l l be profoundly 
g r a t e f u l f o r the magnificent achievement of our forbearers i n t h i s 
century. 

Yet, perhaps, i n the d a i l y press of events, i n the clash of 
controversy, we don't see our own time f o r what i t t r u l y i s -- a new 
dawn f o r /America. 

A hundred years from t o n i g h t , another /American President w i l l 
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stand i n t h i s place and report on the State of the Union. He -- or she 
-- (Applause) -- he or she w i l l look back on a 21st century shaped i n so 
many ways by the decisions we make here and now. So l e t i t be said of 
us then t h a t we were t h i n k i n g not only of our time, but of t h e i r time; 
t h a t we reached as high as our i d e a l s ; t h a t we put aside our d i v i s i o n s 
and found a new hour of healing and hopefulness; t h a t we j o i n e d together 
to serve and strengthen the land we love. 

My f e l l o w Anericans, t h i s i s our moment. Let us l i f t our eyes as 
one nation, and from the mountaintop of t h i s /American Century, look 
ahead to the next one -- asking God's blessing on our endeavors and on 
our beloved country. 

Thank you and good evening. 

END 10:27 P.M. EST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Of f i c e of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release February 3, 1999 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO /AARP NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

The W i l l a r d Hotel 
Washington. D.C. 

2:00 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, and good morning. Thank you, Mr. 
Perkins -- or, good afternoon. Don't t e l l anybody. (Laughter.) Don't 
t e l l anybody I d i d n ' t know what time i t was. (Laughter.) 

Thank you, Mr. Perkins, f o r your memory of th a t — I d i d say t h a t , 
about counting. Mr. McManus, Tess Canja, Margaret Dixon, John Rother, 
Horace Deets -- thank you e s p e c i a l l y f o r representing the AARP so w e l l 
i n dealing w i t h the White House over the l a s t s i x years. 

I was glad to be i n v i t e d to come over here today. You know, i t ' s 
rare t h a t a President gets t o speak t o an org a n i z a t i o n of which he's a 
member. (Laughter.) As I said repeatedly a couple years ago, I had 
mixed f e e l i n g s about t h a t , when you c a l l e d my a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t that 
I was aging. (Laughter.) But I don't have mixed f e e l i n g s about the 
record the /AARP has established f o r 40 years, c a l l i n g a t t e n t i o n to the 
challenges of aging t o a l l /Americans. 

Those challenges, today, are more profound than ever as we look 
forward t o the baby boom becoming a senior boom -- the number of seniors 
doubling by 2030. We owe i t t o 21st century /America, t o the c h i l d r e n 
and the grandchildren of the baby boom — as w e l l as t o a l l the seniors 
-- to meet those challenges and t o meet them together. 

I remember, i n 1992 when I was a candidate f o r President, I came 
to your convention i n San Antonio, and t a l k e d about the kind of /America 
I wanted t o work w i t h you t o b u i l d -- an /America i n which we honor our 
o b l i g a t i o n s t o older /Americans without burdening younger /Americans. An 
Anerica w i t h i t s f i s c a l house i n order and i t s f u t u r e s hining b r i g h t l y . 
When I took o f f i c e , we charted a new course t o achieve t h a t kind of 
Anerica w i t h f i s c a l d i s c i p l i n e , more investments i n our people, more 
trade f o r our goods and services around the world. 

In the past s i x years, the /American people have worked hard and 
cojne f a r . We know now th a t we have the longest peacetime expansion i n 
h i s t o r y ; nearly 18 m i l l i o n new jobs; wages r i s i n g at twice the r a t e of 
i n f l a t i o n ; the highest home ownership i n h i s t o r y ; the lowest welfare 
r o i l s i n h i s t o r y ; and now, the lowest peacetime unemployment r a t e since 
1957. Last year, f o r the f i r s t time i n three decades, the red ink 
turned to black w i t h a $70 b i l l i o n surplus. We p r o j e c t one s l i g h t l y 
l a r g e r than t h a t t h i s year, and p r o j e c t i n g them on out f o r about a 
generation, as we have ended the s t r u c t u r a l d e f i c i t s t h a t caused our 
na t i o n a l debt t o quadruple between 1981 and 1992. 

I want t o thank you f o r your hard work over these past s i x years 
f o r standing strong f o r b i p a r t i s a n progress on the issues of great 

concern to you. Now, I ask you t o stand w i t h me and t o say, we must 
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meet the great challenges of the next century. We must use t h i s 
p r o s p e r i t y , we must use t h i s confidence, we must use t h i s p r o j e c t e d 
surplus t o save Social Security, t o strengthen Medicare, to meet the 
challenges of the aging of /America. 

In my State of the Union address, I l a i d out a f o u r - p o i n t plan to 
do t h a t : saving Social Security; strengthening Medicare; p r o v i d i n g tax 
r e l i e f t o help Americans save f o r t h e i r own retirement; and a tax c r e d i t 
to help f a m i l i e s w i t h long-term care f o r aging, a i l i n g and disabled 
r e l a t i v e s . These w i l l help our country t o honor our duties t o people 
today, and to uphold our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o f u t u r e generations. 

On Monday, I sent my new balanced budget t o Congress -- the f i r s t 
budget of the 21st century -- to implement t h i s plan. F i r s t , i n the 
budget we dedicate the l i o n ' s share of the surplus t o saving Social 
Security and t o strengthening Medicare. Both are important, and I'd 
l i k e to e x p l a i n why. 

I proposed th a t we invest 62 percent of the surplus to save Social 
Security, and the surplus -- excuse me, f o r the next 15 years. I am 
very pleased that members of Congress i n both Houses and both p a r t i e s 
have agreed t h a t t h i s i s the r i g h t t h i n g t o do. As you know, I have 
proposed i n v e s t i n g a small p o r t i o n of the t r u s t fund i n the p r i v a t e 
sector, to do i t i n a way t h a t any p r i v a t e or s t a t e government pension 
would do. I agree w i t h /AARP tha t we abs o l u t e l y have t o i n s u l a t e any 
investment of the surplus from p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e . And I believe we 
can, j u s t as other p u b l i c pension funds do. 

I was i n New York l a s t n i g h t , t a l k i n g t o several people there i n 
the investment community who came up to me and said they thought I was 
r i g h t and they hoped t h a t we wouldn't l e t i n i t i a l c r i t i c i s m stop us from 
o f f e r i n g a plan which would demonstrate t o the American people that you 
could run t h i s investment j u s t l i k e any other p u b l i c pension investment 
i s run. And I am confident t h a t we can do t h a t . 

I f we do t h i s , we can earn a higher r e t u r n and keep Social 
Security sound f o r 55 years. Now, a l l of you know t h a t from the 
beginning we have measured the f i n a n c i a l health of Social S e c u r i t y by 
asking i f i t w i l l be sound f o r 75 years i n t o the f u t u r e . I do believe 
we have t o take steps t o strengthen Social Security f o r 75 years. I 
have looked at the options, believe me -- i t ' s a l o t easier t o go from 
55 to 75 than i t i s to go from where we are now, 2032 t o 75. 

I also believe we have to improve the program by reducing poverty 
among e l d e r l y women who are twice as l i k e l y t o be poor as married 
couples on Social Security. I believe we should e l i m i n a t e the l i m i t s on 
what seniors on Social Security can earn. This costs the t r u s t fund 
some money i n the short run, but over the long-term i t w i l l a c t u a l l y 
strengthen the retirement systems of the country and, more i m p o r t a n t l y , 
i t w i l l strengthen the q u a l i t y of l i f e of people i n t h e i r l a t e r years. 

Now, doing these things w i l l r e q u i r e some d i f f i c u l t choices, but 
they are c l e a r l y achievable. You know b a s i c a l l y what the range of 
options i s and I know what i t i s , as w e l l . To make them, i t i s clear 
what we have to do. We have got t o work together across p a r t y l i n e s to 
make these decisions. We have t o work together across generational 
l i n e s t o make these decisions. But t h i n k of how w e ' l l f e e l i f we liave 
Social S e c u r i t y secure f o r 75 years, i f we l i f t the earnings l i m i t and 
i f we do something t o reduce the deeply t r o u b l i n g r a t e of poverty among 
si n g l e e l d e r l y women, who are growing i n numbers at a very r a p i d r a t e . 

I have t o l d the American people and members of Congress i n both 
Houses of both p a r t i e s -- I've met w i t h dozens of them, l i t e r a l l y --
that I am ready to make these choices and t o make them w i t h them, and i t 
i s time to get on w i t h the job. Now, I f e e l p r e t t y good about where 
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we are w i t h t h a t , because of the i n i t i a l p o s i t i v e support f o r s e t t i n g 
aside the surplus p o r t i o n f o r Social Security. I wanted to come here 
today t o t e l l you what I said i n the State of the Union I was very 
serious about -- I do not t h i n k i t i s enough. We a l l know t h a t Medicare 
i s going to have f i n a n c i a l t r o u b l e w e l l before Social Security does, 
unless we do something about i t . 

Now, i f you look at -- where i s my chart -- there i t i s . 
(Laughter.) What I propose i s t o take 62 percent of the surplus, which 
you see there f o r Social Security -- maybe I ' l l b r i n g i t up a l i t t l e 
c l oser. (Laughter.) You may be able t o see i t j u s t f i n e , but I can see 
b e t t e r from here. (Laughter.) And then to take 15 percent, about a 
l i t t l e less than $1 i n every $6 of the surplus, and commit i t to 
Medicare. 

Now, some of those who agree w i t h us on Social Security do not 
agree t h a t we should do t h i s . They would use the e n t i r e r e s t of the 
surplus f o r tax cuts. I believe we can only meet our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to 
the f u t u r e by saving Social Security and Medicare. Now, President 
Kennedy, who f i r s t proposed Medicare, once said, "To govern i s t o 
choose." And so we should have a great n a t i o n a l debate about the 
choices involved i n managing t h i s surplus. A f t e r a l l , we haven't had 
one i n 30 years, and i t ' s a l i t t l e unusual f o r us. 

Yesterday, we learned of a proposal t h a t would make a very 
d i f f e r e n t choice about what t o do wi t h the surplus. The plan would 
spend w e l l over $1 t r i l l i o n over the next 15 years on a tax proposal 
that would b e n e f i t c l e a r l y the w e a l t h i e s t /Americans -- who have, I might 
add, done q u i t e w e l l as the stock market has v i r t u a l l y t r i p l e d i n the 
l a s t s i x years. I'm happy about t h a t ; we should a l l be. But we ought 
to look at t h i s proposal against t h a t background. I t would do t h i s 
before Medicare has been secured, and i n a way that would prevent us 
from spending 15 percent of t h i s , or i n v e s t i n g 15 percent, of t h i s 
surplus i n Medicare. 

Now, t o govern i s t o choose. I believe t h a t ' s the wrong choice; I 
believe t h i s i s the r i g h t choice. You, the /American people, and the 
'United States Congress w i l l have t o decide. This i s the l a t e s t i n a 
rathe r long series of large and r i s k y tax proposals that we have heard 
over the years. I f we had adopted even one of the large ones, we 
wouldn't have the surplus we enjoy today. 

We cannot r e t u r n t o the o l d p o l i c i e s of d e f i c i t and debt. Quite 
apart from our o b l i g a t i o n s t o deal w i t h the aging of /America, the 
strength of our economy i s premised on our demonstrated d i s c i p l i n e and 
d r i v i n g down p r o f l i g a t e d e f i c i t spending, d r i v i n g down i n t e r e s t rates, 
g e t t i n g p r i v a t e investment up, generating o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r the /Ajnerican 
people . 

I b e l i e v e the /American people should have tax r e l i e f ; i n a few 
moments I ' l l t a l k a l i t t l e b i t about what I t h i n k the best way t o do 
th a t i s . I be l i e v e there are things we can and we must do t o help 
f a m i l i e s . And I believe our targeted tax cut f o r the USA account i s 
e s p e c i a l l y important. I ' l l say more about i t i n a moment. 

But, f i r s t of a l l , anyone who hopes to invest the surplus or to 
spend i t on other programs, or t o spend i t with a tax cut, must f i r s t 
t e l l America's f a m i l i e s : What i s your plan t o preserve and strengthen 
Medicare i n the 21st century? (Applause.) I was always taught from 
childhood, as most of you were, th a t you may want to do a l o t of things, 
but you have to do f i r s t things f i r s t . To me. Social Security and 
Medicare, w i t h t h e i r looming f i n a n c i a l challenges, are the f i r s t things, 
and we have t o take care of them f i r s t . 

I want t o work w i t h you t o strengthen Medicare. I want to work 
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with the r e s u l t s of the Medicare Commission th a t Senator Breaux i s 
c h a i r i n g . I n the b i p a r t i s a n balanced budget we reached i n 1997, we 
extended the l i f e of the Medicare t r u s t fund by 10 years. But no one 
s e r i o u s l y believes t h i s i s adequate, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h more and more 
people q u a l i f y i n g f o r Medicare. 

To s t a b i l i z e Medicare, we should extend i t s l i f e u n t i l 2020. To 
t r u l y strengthen Medicare f o r the long-term, we w i l l have to take 
f u r t h e r steps. That means comjnitting a percentage of the surplus to the 
t r u s t fund. I t also means committing ourselves to meaningful reforms 
th a t w i l l meet the demands of the 21st century. 

I am frank t o t e l l you t h a t some people have said, w e l l , the 
President, by committing t h i s amount of money from the surplus to 
Medicare to the t r u s t fund, i s t r y i n g t o convince people that we can 
j u s t go on forever without making any changes i n Medicare. That i s 
simply not t r u e , and I don't want to pretend t h a t t h a t ' s t r u e . But 
n e i t h e r do I believe we should be i n the p o s i t i o n of making reforms or 
changes th a t we might l a t e r r e g r e t , simply because we haven't s t a b i l i z e d 
the t r u s t fund when we have the funds t o do i t . These funds should 
support meaningful reform and prevent permanent damage to Medicare and 
to the people who depend upon i t and are e n t i t l e d to r e l y on i t . 

So here's what I t h i n k we should do, w i t h regard to at l e a s t basic 
p r i n c i p l e s , as we look forward t o the 21st century Medicare program. 
Did they change the chart? Good. (Laughter.) 

F i r s t , /Americans should be able t o count on Medicare and know i t 
w i l l be there when they need i t . I have proposed to use, as I said, 
about one of every s i x d o l l a r s i n the surplus f o r the next 15 years to 
j u s t simply guarantee the soundness of the Medicare fund u n t i l the year 
2020. Without these new resources. Medicare spending would have to 
plummet s i g n i f i c a n t l y below the p r i v a t e sector average. No one believes 
we can have t h a t happen without s e r i o u s l y weakening a program th a t 
m i l l i o n s of older /Vmericans need. 

Second, /Americans on Medicare should be able t o count on a modern, 
competitive system th a t maintains h i g h - q u a l i t y care and top-notch 
service by drawing on the best p r i v a t e sector p r a c t i c e s . Third, 
/Ajnericans on Medicare, e s p e c i a l l y /Unericans w i t h lower incomes, should 
be able to count on a defined set of b e n e f i t s and p r o t e c t i o n s without 
having t o worry about excessive new costs they can't begin to a f f o r d . 

Fourth, /Americans on Medicare should be able to count on a b e n e f i t 
t h a t many have long waited f o r , and t h a t w i l l a c t u a l l y cut our cost over 
the long run, and lengthen l i f e , and lengthen the q u a l i t y of l i f e : 
p r e s c r i p t i o n drugs. (Applause.) 

Now, I believe we ought to use the savings that reforms i n 
Medicare can create to provide t h i s p r e s c r i p t i o n drug b e n e f i t . Yes, i t 
w i l l be more c o s t l y on the f r o n t end, but over the long run i t i s bound 
to save money. I t w i l l keep people out of the h o s p i t a l . I t w i l l keep 
people away from more expensive medical procedures. I t w i l l lengthen 
l i f e and i t w i l l lengthen the q u a l i t y of l i f e . 

I want to thank e s p e c i a l l y Senators Kennedy and Rockefeller f o r 
t h e i r leadership on t h i s issue. I look forward to working w i t h members 
of both p a r t i e s . But keep i n mind -- w i t h i n these p r i n c i p l e s , my view 
of Medicare i s : take 15 percent of the surplus, make sensible reforms, 
add the p r e s c r i p t i o n drug b e n e f i t . A l l three w i l l be r e quired t o t r u l y 
strengthen Medicare f o r the 21st century. 

Now, as I said before, we know the /American people have worked 
very hard t o replace the era of budget d e f i c i t s w i t h an age of budget 
surpluses. They deserve to b e n e f i t from t h a t , and they deserve some tax 
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behind by the economic expansion. And I hope you w i l l a l l support t h a t , 
because, keep i n mind, t h a t helps the whole economy. We have to keep 
f i n d i n g new ways to growth t h i s economy, even w i t h a low unemployment 
r a t e , t h a t doesn't spark i n f l a t i o n . And t h i s i s c l e a r l y the best way we 
can. 

Now, I t h i n k t h i s tax r e l i e f i s good f o r Ajnerica. We can a f f o r d 
i t . I t i s a l l paid f o r -- a l l t h i s tax r e l i e f I mention, except f o r the 
USA Account -- every other b i t of t h i s tax r e l i e f I mentioned i s paid 
f o r i n the balanced budget. I t has nothing t o do w i t h t h i s surplus. I t 
w i l l not have anything t o do w i t h undermining our f i s c a l s t r e n g t h . 

I simply t h i n k we have to use the surplus i n a way t h a t honors our 
most profound r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t o our parents, t o our c h i l d r e n , to our 
grandchildren, and I t h i n k t h a t we cannot waste a penny of i t u n t i l we 
have saved Social Security and Medicare f o r the 21st century. 

As I pointed out i n the State of the Union address, there i s 
another enormous b e n e f i t t h a t w i l l come from saving the surplus i n t h i s 
way. I t w i l l enable us to buy back a l o t of the n a t i o n a l debt held by 
the p u b l i c . And t h a t i s very important. Why? In 1981, our t o t a l 
n a t i o n a l debt amounted to about 26 percent of our annual income. In 
1992 i t had quadrupled i n d o l l a r s , and i t was about h a l f our n a t i o n a l 
income. When I got the budget charts, i t was projected t o go as high as 
75 or 80 percent of our n a t i o n a l income -- a very dangerous s i t u a t i o n . 

Now, the n a t i o n a l debt has dropped from 50 percent down to 4 4 
percent of our income, but i f -- i f -- we save the money I recommend f o r 
Social S e c u r i t y and f o r Medicare f o r 15 years, our n a t i o n a l debt w i l l 
drop to seven percent of our n a t i o n a l income. That's the lowest l e v e l 
since 1917, before the United States entered World War I . 

Now, what does th a t mean i n p r a c t i c a l terms, to an average family? 
I t means tha t we w i l l have lower i n t e r e s t r a t e s ; lower home mortgage 
rates; lower car payment ra t e s ; more investment; a dramatic increase i n 
n a t i o n a l savings; and more economic growth. I t also means tha t i f we 
have a l l the f i n a n c i a l i n s t a b i l i t y you see around the world -- and I 
want to make i t cl e a r t h a t the f i n a n c i a l i n s t a b i l i t y t h a t we saw, f o r 
example, i n Asia, came p r i m a r i l y not out of i r r e s p o n s i b l e government 
spending p o l i c i e s -- a l o t of those people had balanced budgets but 
there was j u s t t u r m o i l i n the f i n a n c i a l markets because of banking 
systems and investment p a t t e r n s . That undermines our a b i l i t y to grow, 
when our t r a d i n g partners get i n t r o u b l e . 

We need to know that we have some insurance against t h a t s o r t of 
t r o u b l e here at home, so we can keep plugging ahead, even as we t r y t o 
help our f r i e n d s around the world get back on t h e i r feet and s t a r t 
growing again. So t h i s i s an enormous insurance p o l i c y . 

The l a s t t h i n g I want to t e l l you i s t h i s : You can be t h i n k i n g 
about what your successors around t h i s t a b l e w i l l be debating 15 years 
from now. Today, when we draw up a budget, the f i r s t t h i n g we have to 
do i s take i n t e r e s t payments on the debt o f f the t a b l e . Right? Some of 
you may own t h a t debt -- you may have government bonds. We'ye got to 
pay you before we can do anything. 

Today, t h a t takes over 13 cents of every s i n g l e tax d o l l a r . 
F i f t e e n years from now, i f we do t h i s , i t w i l l take 2 cents of every tax 
d o l l a r . Once we secure Social Security and Medicare, t h i n k what you 
could do w i t h t h a t d i f f e r e n c e -- i n tax cuts, or investments i n 
education, or whatever you t h i n k i t ought to be spent on. This i s a 
very important issue. 

So, seven years ago, I said t o you that i f we worked together we 
could leave our c h i l d r e n a nation t h a t i s stronger, f r e e r , and w e a l t h i e r 
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than the one we i n h e r i t e d . Today, we a c t u a l l y have the chance to do 
t h i s . Today we have a chance t o deal w i t h the aging of /America -- a 
challenge f a c i n g every advanced society on earth -- i n a way t h a t i s 
d i g n i f i e d , t h a t has genuine i n t e g r i t y ; t h a t w i l l strengthen not only the 
l i v e s of seniors but w i l l strengthen the l i v e s of t h e i r c h i l d r e n and 
grandchildren. I t i s an enormous opportunity, and an enormous 
opp o r t u n i t y . 

I ask you t o j o i n w i t h me t o make sure t h a t our country meets t h a t 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Thank you, and God bless you. 

END 2:25 P.M. EST 
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Schedule of the President 
for 

Friday, March 12,1999 
Final Schedule 

8:45 am- BRIEFING 
9:00 am OVAL OFFICE DINING ROOM 

Staff Contact: Ann Lewis, Bruce Reed, Megan Moloney 

9:00 am- TAPE RADIO ADDRESS 
9:20 am OVAL OFFICE 

Staff Contact: Ann Lewis, Bruce Reed, Megan Moloney 
WHITE HOUSE PHOTO ONLY 

Note: There will be approximately 15 civil rights and community 
advocates, law enforcement representatives and Department of 
Justice staff members in attendance. 

Upon conclusion of the taping, the President will greet guests and 
depart. 

9:25 am THE PRESIDENT departs The White House via Marine One en route 
Andrews Air Force Base 
[fhght time: 10 minutes] 

Note: This departure is closed to staff and guests. 

9:35 am THE PRESIDENT arrives Andrews Air Force Base 

9:50 am THE PRESIDENT departs Andrews Air Force Base via Air Force One en 
route Hope Municipal Airport 
[flight time: 2 hours, 55 minutes] [INTERCHANGE] 
[time change: -1 hour] 
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11:45 am THE PRESIDENT arrives Hope Municipal Airport 

Greeters: Representative Jay Dickey 
Attorney General Mark Pryor 
State Representative Sandra Rodgers 
State Treasurer Jimmie Lou Fisher 
State Auditor Gus Wingfield 
State Land Commissioner Charlie Daniels 
State Senator Jim Hill 
State Senator Stanley Russ (T) 
State Senator Bill Walters (T) 
Mayor Dennis Ramsey 
Vice Mayor David Johnson 
City Director Charles Sharpe 
City Director Willie Walker 
City Director Robert "Bobbie" Doodle Franklin 
City Director John Winemiller 
City Director Don Shill 
County Judge Wallace Martin 
County Clerk Velora Bright Haltman 
County Treasurer Margie Vickers 

12:00 pm- OPEN AIRPORT ARRIVAL 
12:45 pm TARMAC 

Hope Municipal Airport 
Staff Contact: Nancy Hernreicli 
Event Coordinator: Aviva Steinberg 
OPEN PRESS 

The President makes brief remarks, works a ropeline and departs. 



12:50 pm THE PRESIDENT departs Hope Municipal Airport via motorcade en 
route Clinton Birthplace Foundation 
[drive time: 10 minutes] 

1:00 pm THE PRESIDENT arrives Clinton Birthplace Foundation 

Greeters: Elaine Johnson, Executive Board 
Charlene Clark, Executive Board 
Betty Jo Hays, Executive Board 
Paul Henley, Executive Board 
Parker Westbrook, Executive Board 
Stan Jackson, Executive Board 
Sallie Graves, Executive Board 
Kat Young, Executive Board 
Gloria Hicks McFadden, Executive Board 
Sammy Crabtree, Executive Board 
Al Fink, Executive Board 
William H. Bowen, Executive Board 
Beckie Moore, Executive Board 
Joe Purvis, Executive Board 
Rose Crane, Development Consultant 

1:05 pm- TOUR HOUSE 
1:35 pm CLINTON BIRTHPLACE FOUNDATION 

Staff Contact: Nancy Hernreich 
Event Coordinator: Aviva Steinberg 
CLOSED PRESS 

The President, accompanied by Joe Purvis, Rose Crane and Beckie 
Moore, tours the House. 



1:45 pm- CLINTON BIRTHPLACE FOUNDATION DEDICATION 
3:00 pm HOPE, ARKANSAS 

Remarks: Jeff Shesol 
Staff Contact: Nancy Hernreich 
Event Coordinator: Aviva Steinberg 
OPEN PRESS 

Off-stage announcement of the President, accompanied by Mayor 
Dennis Ramsey, Joe Purvis and Tillman Ross. 

The President proceeds down steps of house and down walkway in yard 
to podium. 

Mayor Dennis Ramsey makes brief welcoming remarks and introduces 
Tillman Ross. 

Tillman Ross gives the Invocation. 

The Hope High School and Yerger Junior High School Choirs, who will 
sing " I Still Believe in a Place Called Hope." 

Joe Purvis makes brief remarks and introduces the President. 

The President makes remarks. 

Four children from the William Jefferson Clinton Primary School present 
the President with a commemorative quilt. 

The President works a ropeline and proceeds to visitor's center. 

3:05 pm- TOUR VISITOR'S CENTER/POLICE AND DRIVER PHOTOGRAPHS 
3:20 pm VISITOR'S CENTER 

Staff Contact: Nancy Hernreich 
Event Coordinator: Aviva Steinberg 
CLOSED PRESS 
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3:25 pm THE PRESIDENT departs Clinton Birthplace Foundation via motorcade 
en route Location TBD 
[drive time: 10 minutes] 

3:35 pm THE PRESIDENT arrives Location TBD 

3:35 pm- HOLD 
3:55 pm LOCATION TBD 

4:05 pm THE PRESIDENT departs Location TBD via motorcade en route Four 
Points Hotel, Texarkana, Texas 
[drive time: 35 minutes] 

4:40 pm THE PRESIDENT arrives Four Points Hotel 

Greeter: Representative Max Sandiin 
Leslie Sandiin 
Edward Miller, Host Committee Chair 
Brent Langdon, Host Committee Chair 
Julia Peck Mobley, Host Committee Chair 
Lou Wahlstrom, General Manager, Four Points Hotel 

4:45 pm- RECEPTION FOR REPRESENTATIVE MAX SANDLIN 
5:20 pm BALLROOM 

Four Points Hotel 
Remarks: Josh Gottheimer 
Staff Contact: Minyon Moore 
Event Coordinator: Aviva Steinberg 
POOL PRESS 

Note: There will be approximately 350 guests in attendance. 

Off-stage announcement of the President, accompanied by 
Representative Max Sandiin and Leslie Sandiin. 

Representative Max Sandiin makes brief remarks and introduces the 
President. 

The President makes remarks, works a ropeline and departs. 

5:20 pm- POLICE PHOTOGRAPHS 
5:25 pm HALLWAY 

Four Points Hotel 

5:30 pm THE PRESIDENT departs Four Points Hotel en route The A-Bar Ranch 
[drive time: 20 minutes] 

Note: This event is "dressy western" attire. 
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5:50 pm THE PRESIDENT arrives The A-Bar Ranch 

Greeters: Truman Arnold 
Anita Arnold 

5:55 pm- PHOTO RECEIVING LINE 
6:20 pm MAIN RESIDENCE 

The A-Bar Ranch 
Staff Contact: Minyon Moore 
Event Coordinator: Aviva Steinberg 
CLOSED PRESS 

The President will pause for photographs with approximately 40 guests. 

6:25 pm THE PRESIDENT departs Main Residence via motorcade en route Tent 
[drive time: 5 minutes] 

6:30 pm THE PRESIDENT arrives Tent 

6:35 pm- SANDLIN DINNER 
7:45 pm OUTDOOR TENT 

The A-Bar Ranch 
Remarks: Josh Gottheimer 
Staff Contact: Minyon Moore 
Event Coordinator: Aviva Steinberg 
PRINT REPORTER ONLY 

Note: There w i l l be approximately 300 guests in attendance. 

The President, accompanied by Truman Arnold, Anita Arnold, 
Representative Max Sandiin and Mrs. Sandiin, is announced into the 
tent. 

The President proceeds to his seat. 

Truman Arnold makes brief welcoming remarks and introduces 
Representative Max Sandiin. 

Representative Max Sandiin makes brief remarks and introduces the 
President. 

The President makes remarks and departs. 

7:50 pm THE PRESIDENT departs Tent via motorcade en route Main Residence 
[drive time: 5 minutes] 
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7:55 pm THE PRESIDENT arrives Main Residence 

Staff Note: Transportation w i l l be provided to the Four Points Hotel for those staff not 
staying overnight at the A-Bar Ranch. 

DOWN FOR THE EVENING 

BC RON PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS 

HRC RON THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, DC 
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WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF SPEECHWRITING 
SPEECH ASSIGNMENTS 
March 12 - March 26,1999 

POTUS TO CENTRAL AMERICA-- 1 
1 Fri 3/12 T: Departure Statement, DC Lowell 1 

1 Fri 3/12 Taoe Radio Address -- Dolice training Jordan 1 

1 Fri 3/12 Hone Dedication ("boyhood home), Hope. AR Jeff 1 

1 Fri 3/12 Sandiin Dinner, Texarkana, TX Josh 1 

1 Fri 3/12 Sandiin Receotion, Texarkana. TX Josh 1 

1 Fri 3/12 FLOTUS Publisher Event Paul 1 

1 Sat 3/13 DNC Receotion, AK Josh 1 

1 Sat 3/13 AR State Party Dinner-- Josh 1 

NEW WEEK^ ' 1 

1 Men 3/15 Meeting with NATO SYG Solna NSC 1 

1 Mon3/15 Firefighters Association Event ^ ~ Paul 1 

1 Mon 3/15 Millennium Lecture Series Event June 1 

1 Tues 3/16 DNC Brunch. Palm Beach, FL Josh 1 

1 Tues 3/16 DNC Dinner, Stuart, FL Josh 1 

1 Wed 3/17 FLOTUS St. Patrick's Dav Receotion June 1 

1 Wed 3/18 FLOTUS Rabin Center Event Lowell J 

Tluirs3/18 Radio and TV Correspondent Dinner JS/MW/ 
JT 1 

1 Thurs3/18 Rabin Center Event NSC 1 

1 Thurs 3/18 USA Account Message Event Lowell 1 

1 Thurs 3/18 Speech Preo 1 
1 Fri 3/19 T: Press Conference — opener: gun tracing Michael 1 

1 Fri 3/19 DNC Receotion. WH Josh 1 

1 Fri 3/19 Women's Grouo Meeting - closed press n/a 1 

1 Sat 3/20 Live Radio Address Jordan 1 



Speech Schoiliile 9/28-10/31 

Sat 3/20 Gridiron Dinner JS/MW 
/JT 

NEW-WEEKS • A-.: ^ ..--r 

Tues 3/23 Fundraising Dinner " Josh 

Tues 3/23 T: Unity Message Event -l̂ AFSME-Coriference Paul 

Tues 3/23 T: Medicare Event TBD 

Wed 3/24 Ron Brown Awards Geremonv # ' ^ June 

Thurs 3/24 WH Dinner TBD 

Thurs 3/25 Consumer Firianciaf Right to Know Event, 
Cincinnati OH 

Jeff 

Thurs 3/25 DNC Lunch, OH ^ - Josh 

Thurs 3/25 DNC Dinner. NV Josh 

Fri 3/26 Taoe Radio Address Jordan 

Fri 3/26 DNC Dinner, CA Josh 


