
In Outreach to Blacks, 
A GOP Credibility Gap 
Bush '5 Inclusive Ima^e Has Detractors 
Br TERIIV M . .NEAL 
H ii»hitii7,)/i /'o,s( itoll Untrr 

If there was one prominent black 
Democrat in the country George W. 
Bu.sh had a chance to entice to his 
sitie, it was tiie Rev. Floyd H. Flake. 
Ihf eni>,Tnalic fonner congressman 
from Queens. 

Flake had, after all, drawn the ire 
of his own party after launching a 
crusade for school vouchers and en­
dorsing Republican New York May­
or Rudolph W. Giuliani, a greatly 
disliked figure among most blacks 
in the city. So when Flake wrapped 
his arm around Bush at an event in 
Manhattan last October and called 
the Te.xas govemoi- "my homcboy," 
many political observers expected 
an endorsement to follow. 

But then something strange hap­
pened: Flake said he never heard 
from Bush or his campaign again. 
Flake eventually endorsed Vice 

President Gore, who along with 
President Clinton personaUy wooed 
him after Bush's visit. Today, 
Flake's supporters in New York ac­
cuse Bush of, e.ssentialJy, using him 
as a political prop. 

The Flake episode is a telling ex­
ample of the difficulty Bush has had 
turning his rhetoric about bringing 
new faces into the party into a reali­
ty. Despite his relentless efforts to 
portray himself as a new kind of Re­
publican, it has become increasing­
ly clear—even to the Bush cam­
paign—that overcoming decades of 
ill will between the GOP and black 
voters is going to be exceedingly 
difficult and take much longer than 
the time until the November elec­
tion. 

Adding to those difficulties is the 
perception of a number of African 
American activists that Bush's ef­

forts are superficial and designed less to ap­
peal to blacks than to send a signal to mid­
dle-of-the-road white voters that he is a not 
a scary right-winger. 

1 think he's going to have to do more 
than he's doing," Flake said. "He's going to 
have to identify some leaders that he actu­
ally has some things in common with and 
have some real discussions with them.' 

Bush campaign officials acknowledge 
that the party lacks "credibility" among 

I blacks and said that election-year rhetoric 
; would not significantly alter that To 

change long-standing voting patterns, it of­
ten takes the actions of a new president 
rather than the promises of a new type of 
presidential candidate," one top Bush aide 
said. 

Still, the campaign insists that George 
Bush is about more than symbolism or pho­
to ops and that theirs is a serious effort to 
overcome African American disaffection 
with the Republican Party. 

On April 5, a few dozen black Republican 
professionals and business leaders from 
around the country were summoned to 
Bush headquarters in Austin for a meeting 
with top campaign officials. The message 
was that Bush would not forsake the black 
vote. The meeting came on the heels of a 
bruising primary season in which Bush was 
criticized for speaking at South Carolina's 
Bob Jones University and for refusing to 
state his personal opinion about the Con­
federate battle flag. 

The group discussed how to get the mes­
sage—that Bush cared about black vot­
ers—out to the intended audience. Among 
the things, the group concluded that Bush 
needed to increase the number of black sur­
rogates speaking on his behalf, those famil­
iar with the meeting said. 

Some of the fruits of that meeting were 
seen in Washington late last month when 
retired Gen. Colin L. Powell and Condoleez-
za Rice, a national security adviser to 
Bush's father, stood with Henry A. Kissin­
ger and other GOP defense experts next to 
Bush during a news conference on defense 
issues. Afterward. Bush and the others left 
the room, handing the event over to Rice. 
Later in the week, Powell traveled to Aus­
tin, where he and Bush shared a stage and 
Powell spoke glowingly of the govemor. 

Both hmctions were designed not only to 
subtly showcase Bush's black support, but 
to send the message that he takes counsel 
from African Americans on a range of sub­
jects and would include them in his adminis­
tration much as Clinton has. 

In another step. Bush campaign officials 
are working out the details for a hmdraiser 

that will highlight the support he has re­
ceived froi. , prominent black professionals 
around the country. Longtime Bush friend 
Alphonso Jackson, a utility company presi­
dent from Dallas who is black, said the 
event wiU be integrated to send the signal 
that African Americans are a part of the 
campaign, not designated to some special 
"comer." 

At that event, and at others leading up to 
the election, Jackson and others involved in 
the planning said black Bush supporters 
will vigorously account for his character 
and defend him against suggestions of in-
sensitivity raised during the primaries. As 
he explained the strategy, Jackson launched 
into it, noting that the Confederate battle 
flag was placed over the South Carolina 
Statehouse in 1962 under a Democratic 
govemor, Emest F. HoUings, now a senator 

"If it was so offensive to Al Gore, how is it 
that he has had a long-lasting relationship 
with Fritz HoUings?" said Jackson, who 
says he raised $80,000 for Bush, including 
$65,000 from African Americans. "Why is it 
that every time [HoUings] has run, black 
people have supported him? How can we 
support Fritz HoUings, then criticize 
George W. Bush, who doesn't have a (Con­
federate] flag flying over the Capitol in Tex-
as?" 

Republicans are optimistic that Bush will 
be able to repeat some of the success he 
achieved in Texas in 1998, when he won 
more than a quarter of the black vote and at 
least 40 percent of the Hispanic vote. It 
would be seen as a stunning success—a po­
tentially devastating one for Gore—for 
Bush to approach anything close to those 
numbers natioiudly. 

I t H be hard." Bush said during an in­
terview a few months ago. I n the Hispanic 
community. Tve got a very good chance of 
repeating my successes. I think in the Afri­
can American community, it could be hard­
er.... In national politics there's still this 
strong atUchment (for blacks to the Demo­
cratic Party]. I haven't had a chance to 
prove my heart to people." 

Bush's approach has been to try to dem­
onstrate how conservative approaches to 
problems can lift aU people, reflecting the 
common Republican criticism that Demo­
crats ultimately promote divisiveness by 
peddling poUdes aimed nartowly at individ­
ual racial and ethnic groups. Bush has said 
he believes the GOP has failed by not ex­
plaining to minorities that the party repre­
sents their interests also. 

It 's a campaign that's inclusive, but 
we're not trying to put people in a bunch of 
different boxes," said Bush's campaign 
chairman. Donald Evans, who with Jackson 
organized the Austin meeting. That's not 
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hots Kill Woman, 76, 
On aily Walk in SE 
Br ARTHUR "S°ANTAN,\ fl 
1("·'h111pn11 T'nsr Srujf Wnrer Y\ 

The streets of Southeast Wash­
ington can be violent, but Grace 
Josephine Edwards still needed 
to take a walk each day. She'd had 
a stroke; she needed exercise. So, 
cane in hand, the 76-year-<Jld 
grandmother of four took her 
constitutional only in the early 
morning, when the sun wasn't as 
hot and the streets seemed quiet­
er and safer. 

She would walk no more than a 
block. from her apartment on 
10th Place SE down to Mis­
~issippi Avenue and then home. 
Too deeply rooted to movr to a 
new home, she coped with the 
dang-ers rather than fleeing them. 

Edwards wJs on her daily 
stroU yesterday, in the muggy 
stillness of 6:30 a.m .. when shoot­
ing began all around her. Rival 
groups, police said. A bullet 
struck Edwards, who fell within 
sight of her home and.,.~ied 45 

minutes later at a hospital. 
"It's just unbelievable, that this 

wonderful rerson could just be 
walking down the sidewalk so 
early in the morning, minding 
her own business, and get shot," 
said Edwards's granddaughter, 

Marquitta Miller. "How is that pos­
sible?" 

Even the neighborhood's police 
officers. who routinely confront vi­
olent episodes, were stunned by 
the loss of someone they had come 
to know through her daily walks. 
"They were devastated with her 
death." said Winston Robinson Jr., 
commander of the 7th District. 
"She should have been safe." 

The cause of the shooting was 
not clear immediately, but police 
believe one group of gunmen was 
in a rental car and the other was on 
a sidewalk in the 3400 block of 10th 
Place SE, when gunfire erupted. 
Police found the abandoned. cham­
pagne-colored 2000 Dodge Intrep­
id about two blocks away and ar­
rested a man a short time later. 
Robinson said. 

Detectives were searching for as 
many as 10 other suspects, Rob­
inson said. "We're actively pursu­
ing a number of leads in this case," 
he said. "We're hopeful that we'll 
have tnis case wrapped up in the 
next 24 hours." 

Edwards, a well-known matri­
arch of the neighborhood, was 
about 40 yards from the gunfire 
when she was struck in the back. 
Shots riddled several nearby build· 
ings, including McGogney Elemen­
tary School. 

"She walked early to stay out of 
the heat and to avoid au the people 
out there," Miller said. "She knew 
it was dangerous out there. When­
ever family came over, she was 
afraid for their life. She was afraid 
to leave the apartment during the 
day." 

One of Edwards's two daugh­
ter6, Jacqueline Phifer, said that 
she tried to persuade her mother to 
leave the neighborhood, but that 
her mother refused. Inside her 
apartment, Edwards cooked and 
sewed, friends and family said. Oc­
casionally, she would peek out the 
bedroom window to the south end 

·of 10th Place, half fearing what viG­
lence the streets held and half 
yearning to get out and walk, they 
said. 

"She was a very nice, loving per­
son," Miller said. "She was kind to 
everyone. People in the neighbor­
hood would call her Mom, and she 
considered them her sons and 
daughters." 

Edwards, a Pafr of South Cam­
lina who moved to Washington in 
the early 1960s, helped care for the 
elderly when she was younger. She 
suffered her stroke two years ago 
and began her daily walks. Police 
said she often helped them by re­
porting what she saw or heard from 
the safe perch of her bedroom win­
dow overlooking the street She 
would often call police when she 
saw something suspicious in the 
neighborhood, Lt Martin Davis 
said. 

Davis would not reveal how 
many shots were fired, but he said 
police collected numerous 9mm 
shell casings at the scene. Robert 
Lee Sanders, a former boyfriend 
who shared the first-floor apart­
ment with Edwards and helped 
care for her, said he heard what 
sounded like five shots. 

"I looked out the window," Sand­
ers said, "and she was down on the 
ground." 

It was unclear whether any of 
those involved in the shooting were 
shot, Davis said. None sought 
treatment at area hospitals. 

The neighborhood is one of the 

most crime- and drug-ridden in the 
District, he said. Gang activity is 
prevalent, but it's unclear whether 
the shooting was gang-related Da-
vis said. ' 

"We do get a lot of calls for gun­
fire. and it's a high drug-selling ar­
ea," he said. "Most of the time the 
gunfire doesn't result in any in­
juries." 
. He ~dded, "Some people that 

hved m the neighborhood for 

years-they're used to it (the vio­
lence). It erupts, then quiets down. 
and then eventually erupts again." 

A resident who asked not be 
identified said: "Every week, 
there's a shooting or a stabbing. 
People are always getting killed or 
hurt down here." She said the re­
sult is that residents have become 
apathetic about violent deaths. but 
at the same time are afraid to go 
outside. 
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HTHE U S DREAM ACADEMY is the vision of Wintley Phipps, internationally noted minister, singer, speaker, and goodwill ambas-
sldor to reach ma un^ue, positive, and powerful way youth who are at risk for future unemployment or ' " - - - f " j ; ' - ^ ^ ^ ^̂^̂^̂^ 
those who receive too little attention in our socety, namely the sons and daughters of our nation s pnson population and those fa,l-

ing in school. 

m „n»l II S Drsam Academy program siles called Dream Acatlemy learning Centers-will use a high touch approach, where youth 
! „d the^ L l r w l e s Z I d e d and supported b, caring staft. community .olunleers. and mentors, A high-tech approach Will 
make extensive use of Internet based learning programs. 

HEach center will offer a variety of effective motivational and 
learning activities, including; a comprehensive internet based 
academic curriculum, focusing on basic skills and supplemen­
tary education; CSFA's ScholarShop, a program that motivates 
students to stay in school and prepare for postsecondary educ­

tion; a values-based curriculum, encouraging a positive, meaningful, and rewardmg lifestyle; family support programs; and enrich-
ing and fun activities for youth and families. 

• Individual mentoring for personal and academic growth 
parninn centers located in churches, schools and community centers • , . • , 
earnmg centers ^ ,̂ ^^^^^^ ,̂3 distance learning and access to the latest technology and educatmnal materials 

• Incentives, tools and opportunities and hope for a bright future 
• character development 

U. S. DREAM ACADEMY 

U . S . D r e a m A c a d e m y i s n o w O N L I N E 
w w w . u s d r e a m a c a d e m v - o r g 

C h e c k u s o u t o n t h e w e b ! 



What is the Dream Academy Learning Center? 

The Dream Acadeiny Leaming Center is the tutoring center for the 21" 
Century. The center i«: equipped with state-of-the art rrinTpiiters a 
sophistical^^ Pf̂ nt/nrUint̂  cyctAm n-p°r-fast connecnon to the 
Intemet using a digital subscriber line (DSL). At the center, students, 
K-12 will have the opportunity to receive tutoring in the areas of 
Reading, Math, Science, History and Language Arts. Using an 
automated assessment, students will be given an individualized 
curriculimi that focuses on their area of weakness in order to help 
students gain mastery and comprehension of the subject area. 

What will my child learn while at the Center? 

E^ch child will take an assessment on thauaempnter. The assessment 
wilT show us where your child needs specific help and in what areas. 
We have an assessment that covers areas such as Reading, Math, 
Science, History and Language Arts. Currently, we only offer 
assessments for grades 3-6 , however, by next year, we will offer 
assessment and instmction for grades K-12. 

What other types of programs do you offer? 

Scholarshop™' this program is designed to motivate and prepare 
young people to achieve their fiill potential as students and as 
productive members of society. This program helps middle school; 
jimior high and senior high school students access information about 
college opportunities and seeks to increase the number of high school 
graduates and college-going rate of Scholarshop™ participants. 

iVork Keys™ - this computerized program has identified over 2,500 
jobs in the United States and has designed a certified training course for 
students and adults to complete. Many companies accept this training 
as proof that an individual has the skills to perform the job. Work Keys 
offers a new approach to bridge the gap between levels of job skills 
needed in the workplace and the actual skill levels of employees. 

/CbJ Mentoring - an after school mentoring program will be available for; 
participants of the Dream Academy Leaming Center. Mentors will dt 
activities with the children, help with homework, and help build self-
confidence and motivation through positive interaction and skill 
building. 

How can my child be involved? 

If your child attends the Ferebee Hope Elementary School, your child 
has the opportunity to be involved in the Dream Academy Leaming 
Center during the school day. For instmction during the school day, 
contact the elementary school to fmd out how your child can 
participate. For tutoring after school hours, please contact Wayne 

Are there courses for adults? 

We will offer computer classes for adults in the near ftiture. Please 
check back with us during the summer to find out more about enrol I in 
for a computer-training course or the Work Keys program. We want 
provide relevant courses for the adults within the Far South East 
community and would very much appreciate your comments on what 
type of programming we should consider for adult training. 

What are the hours? 

Initially, the center will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. We will extend to evening hours when we offer adult 
computer and job skills training. The Ferebee Hope Elementary 
smdents will have classes Monday - Thursday between the hours of 
10:30 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. 

How much will it cost? 

All of the courses and services offered through the Dream Academy 
Leaming Center are free of charge. 
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Public Papers of the Presidents 

Public Papers of the Presidents 

May 4, 2000 

CITE: 36 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 1000 

LENGTH: 7491 words 

HEADLINE: Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion on Reforming America's Schools in Columbus, Ohio 

BODY: 
[Barbara Blake, principal, Eastgate Elementary School, welcomed participants and out-lined 

improvements in student performance at her school. She then introduced the President, nothing that 
she had requested information on educational reform from him while he was Governor of Arkansas.] 

The President. Thank you very much, f^s. Blake. I guess I should begin by saying I'm certainly glad I 
answered that letter -- [laughter] — so many years ago. I want to thank you for welcoming me here, 

nd thank you, Mayor Coleman, for your leadership and for welcoming me also. Thank you, 
uperintendent Rosa Smith; Representative Beatty; City Council President Habash; House Minority 
eader Ford. I'd like to thank the leaders of the Columbus and Ohio Education Association, John 

Grossman and Gary Allen, who are here. And I'd like to thank all of our panelists who are here. 

I have been on a tour these last 2 days to highlight the good things that are happening in education 
in America, to highlight the reforms that make these good things possible, and most important, to 
highlight the great challenge before the United States today to turn around all low performing schools 
and give all of our children a world-class education. 

Yesterday morning I was in western Kentucky in the little town of Owensboro, which has had 
extraordinary success in turning around Its lowest performing schools. In 1996, the State identified 
175 of them. Just 2 years later, 159 — over 90 percent — had improved beyond the goals the State 
set for them. In the little school I visited, where two-thirds of the children were eligible for free and 
reduced lunches, in 4 years they had recorded the same sort of improvements that you mentioned 
here, on a trend line, which proves that income and station in life are not destiny, that all of our 
children can learn, that intelligence is equally distributed. And that means the grownups among us 
have a big responsibility to give every single one of these kids, like those beautiful, bright-eyed kids 
that I saw in this school — and I just shook hands with every one of them — have a chance to live up 
to their dreams. 

Then after I left Kentucky yesterday, I went to Davenport, Iowa, and I visited a 93-year-old high 
school finally beginning to get the renovations it needs so that students have the learning 
environment they need. Some of those school rooms didn't even have electrical outlets in the wall. 
And believe it or not, it was even hotter in the gym there than it is here today. [Laughter] So I'm just 

s cool as a cucumber now. 

his morning I was in the Nation's first charter school in St. Paul, Minnesota, which is providing an 
excellent education to students who were not succeeding in other public schools. That was the first 
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charter school in the country, established in 1992. They were basically schools within the public 
school system set up by teachers and parents and citizens with a specific, definite mission, and 
schools that can be shut down if they fail in that mission. 

here was one in the whole country, that one I visited today, in '72. We've invested $ 500 million 
since then, and there are now 1,700, providing excellence in education to special needs of the people 
and their communities. And while I was there, I actually had a Webside Chat on the Internet with 
students all across America about the challenges in education. And in a matter of about 20 minutes, 
they sent me over 10,000 questions. [Laughter] So don't let anybody say the young people of 
America are not curious. They could ask faster than I could answer. 

I really can think of no better place to wrap up my tour than here in Columbus, which has had a long 
history of educational intervention and innovation and excellence. In 1909, Columbus opened the 
Nation's very first junior high school. And now, again, you're on the cutting edge of reform and 
improvement. 

I'm here today primarily not to talk but to listen to the panelists here about what you're doing right. 
But I want to say, for the benefit of the country and through the press who are here, that this 
community has implemented high academic standards and assessments to see if the students and 
the schools are meeting those standards. They've given students help to meet those standards, from 
a f te r -schoo l programs to smaller classes. Their strategy, which is our strategy in the Clinton-Gore 
administration, of investing more and demanding more, is working. 

Now, you heard our principal talk about the advances. Just in the last 3 years, the test scores have 
skyrocketed, and the test scores themselves have gone up more than 200 percent. But I don't know 
if you listened to that — the percentage of students doing an acceptable job — listen to this — in one 
year -- she talked about 2 year ago and last year, not this year — in one year went up almost 500 
percent in reading, over 300 percent in math, and 300 percent in science — in one year. All children 
can learn. 

want to say a special word of appreciation to the teachers who I also met outside and to those of 
'you who work to improve the quality of the teacher corps. Listen to this: More than a third of these 
teachers have a master's degree and over 10 years' experience teaching. I understand your peer 
assistance and review program is helping both new and veteran teachers to do better by learning 
from each other, something I very much believe in. 

And this is very important: You have cut the attrit ion rate of first-year teachers by 40 percent. This is 
terrifically important because we have so many teachers who will be retiring in America in the next 
few years, and we have the largest number of students in our schools in history. So reducing the 
attrition rate is a big deal and something you should be very proud of. 

While there is still more work to be done here and, indeed, in every school in the country, you have 
proved that with the right ideas and the right tools, you can do what needs to be done. 

Since 1993, our administration has worked hard to make education our number one priority, not just 
in a speech but in reality. And I must say, I don't know that I have ever been more touched by 
anything I have ever seen in any school in my life as I was when I looked up — hanging from the 
ceiling on the corridor when I came down here — and you had put up a history of what our 
administration had done since January of '93 in education. I was completely blown away. I dare say 
that outside of Hillary, the Vice President, and Secretary Riley, you now know more about what we 
have done than anybody else in America. [Laughter] 

But let me just briefly review a couple of the things that I think are important. When I came in office, 
we had a $ 295 billion deficit. Interest rates were high. Unemployment was high. We had to get rid of 
he deficit. We had to keep doing things. We got rid of hundreds of programs. And as we turned a 
eficit into 3 years of surpluses, now this year we will have paid off $ 355 billion of the national debt, 
ell on our way to getting America out of debt entirely, for the first time since 1835. We have 
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doubled our investment in education and training. And I think that's very important. 

P 

But we also said to people that got Federal aid to education, "If you want this Federal aid, you have 
o have high standards for what your children should know." We've given the States the resources 
hey need to help schools implement those standards. We've required States to identify their low 

performing schools and come up with strategies to turn them around. 

W 

We've helped to reduce class size in the early grades with our program, now in its third year, to 
provide 100,000 new, highly trained teachers in the first 3 grades. I'm happy to say that 55 of those 
teachers are now in Columbus, 2 here at Eastgate. And this community has taken the average class 
size in grades one through 3 from nearly 25 down to 15. That is, doubtless, one reason you're seeing 
these big improvements in students' performance, and again I applaud you for that. 

When I became President, there was no Federal support for summer school programs. All these 
studies would show the kids that were having trouble learning forgot a lot of what they did learn over 
the summer. And then the teachers would have to spend 4, 6, sometimes as many as 8 weeks 
reviewing what was done the year before, before they could even start on what they were being held 
responsible to teach in the new year. 

We went from a $ 1 million program in 1997 to $ 20 million in '98, to $ 200 million in '99, to $ 450 
million this year. And my budget asks for a billion dollars. If the Congress will give it to me, we will 
be able to guarantee summer school opportunities to every student in every low performing school in 
the entire United States of America. It is terribly important that we pass this. 

What you have done here — I know that 30 fourth graders in this school participate in such 
programs. I said summer school; I meant a f te r - schoo l , although the funds can also be used for 
summer school. I just came from Minneapolis, where a third of all their students are now in summer 
school programs, in the entire school district. Why? Because they have so many people who are 
coming from other countries whose first language is not English. They would never even have a 

hance to not only master the language but learn what they need to learn if summer school weren't 
ade available to them. So the a f te r -schoo l and the summer school programs are important. 

We're trying to build or radically overhaul 6,000 schools and to modernize another 5,000 over the 
next 5 years — 5,000 a year. We now — when I became President, we had only 3 percent of our 
classrooms and 16 percent of our schools connected to the Internet. Today, we have nearly 75 
percent of the classrooms and 95 percent of the schools with at least one Internet connection with 
the E-rate, which the Vice President pioneered, that gives a $ 2 billion subsidy so that poorer schools 
and poorer communities can afford to have their schools log on to the Internet. 

So we're working on it. I have sent Congress an education accountability act that basically seeks to 
ratify what you're doing. I t says: Set high standards; enforce them. End the practice of social 
promotion, but don't punish the kids for the failures of the system. Give a f te r -schoo l programs; give 
summer school programs. The kids can learn. We see it here. Have a system that works. And I hope 
that this will pass this year. 

And let me just make two final points. As your principal said, I've been working at this a long time. 
I've been in a lot of schools, and I never get tired of going into them. I've shaken hands with a lot of 
kids, and I'll never get tired of shaking hands with them. They make us all perpetually young. 

But I can tell you this: There is a world of difference between what we know now and what we knew 
in 1979, when Secretary Riley and I started in education reform. And there is a world of difference 
between what we know now and what we knew in 1983, when the "Nation At Risk" report was issued 
and when Hillary and I passed our first sweeping reforms at home in Arkansas. 

Ar 

e know what works. You're seeing what works in this school. What does that mean? It means again 
hat the adults among us no longer have an excuse not to give these opportunities to every child in 

'America, because now we know what works. 
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m 
The second thing I'd like to say is, with the strongest economy in our history, the great test the 
American people face this year in the elections — and those of us who are elected officials — and as 

itizens is, what is it that we mean to do with this prosperity? If we're not going to do this now, when 
'n the wide world will we ever get around to doing it? We're in the best shape economically we've 
ever been in. We can afford to do it, no matter what anybody says. And I think we ought to get about 
the business of doing it. 

So that's why I came here, why I wanted to hear from all of you. And what the purpose of this panel 
is, is to sort of fill in the blanks of my remarks here so that we will have a clear sense of how far 
you've come, how you did it, and what we need to do from here on out. 

Thank you very much. 

Now, I would like to begin by asking your superintendent to speak a little, maybe in a little greater 
detail than I did in my remarks or even than Principal Blake did in hers, and talk about how did you 
decide to do what you're doing and what exactly are you doing to turn around low-perform ing 
schools? That's the big issue in the whole country. 

And let me just make one other comment. I've been in hundreds of schools in so many States. Nearly 
every problem you could ever dream of in American education has been solved by somebody 
somewhere. The real problem with American education is we never get our solutions to scale; that is, 
we don't take what we're doing really right for some people and keep on at it until it's being done for 
everybody, for all the kids. 

And there seems to me to be a real systematic effort here. So that's what I would like for you to talk 
about. Dr. Smith, in whatever way you want. 

[Rosa A. Smith, superintendent, Columbus Public Schools, described the district's strategy to improve 
ts schools. ] 

he President. Yes, give her a hand. [Applause] That's great. Let me just emphasize one thing she 
said because, unless you've heard people say these things a lot, it would be easy to miss. She said 
that there were three clearly defined goals, and then the second point she made I think is very 
important. She said, "We are using a research-based approach." That means — that's a nice way of 
saying what I said in more crude language, that you don't have to sort of fire a shotgun at this 
problem anymore. It 's not like we don't know what works. There is lots and lots of research available 
today as a result of the serious efforts of the last 20 years. 

And one of the reasons that we have not had the kind of systematic results that we're seeing here 
around the country is that people don't take the research and really act on it. And it's interesting, 
because there is hardly any other endeavor of your life that you would ignore that in. If you were 
starting a business and 15 people had succeeded doing a certain thing and 3 people had failed doing 
the reverse, you wouldn't say, "Well, I think I'll see if I can't make money doing what the three did. I 
think I can do it a little better." 

So I think that Columbus deserves a lot of credit. I'd like to follow up by asking your principal, 
Barbara Blake — you've been a principal for a good while. As you pointed out, you wrote me when I 
was Governor and asked me about some of the things we were doing. Why do you think what you're 
doing now is working so much better? 

[Ms. Blake attributed the improvement to smaller class size and mentor support for teachers.] 

T 

t 
The President. Just to give you some idea of what she said, I went through those numbers a minute 

go, but I can't think of how you could possibly explain a 500-percent increase in the percentage of 
ids reading at the appropriate level in a year other than more individual attention by someone who 

s a good teacher and knows how to do it. 
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Only then can we help them turn around. And so today, I am pleased to announce that I 
am directing Secretary Riley to provide me with an annual failing schools report. This 
report will tell us, for the first time, how many of our nation's public schools are failing, in 
which states they are located, and what each state is doing to turn them around. 

Second, even as we press Congress to strengthen our accountability laws, we must 
ensure that states fulflll their accountability obligations under existing law. Therefore, I 
am directing the Secretary to send teams to states to make sure that the states are meeting 
their responsibilities to turn around low-performing schools. These teams will work with 
states to apply successful reform strategies and identify federal resources, such as 
afterschool grants, which they can use to turn these schools around. 

The actions I am taking today will help us to spread the lesson we have learned during 
the last seven years to every state and every school district in America: in education, investment 
without accountability is a waste of money; accountability without investment is a waste of 
effort. Neither will work without the other. If we want our students to leam more, we need both. 

Ten years ago, when things looked pretty grim for our public schools, Al Shanker, the 
late, great head of the American Federation of Teachers, said something wise to his fellow 
teachers. He said that we have to be willing to tell the American people the bad news about our 
public schools, so that when the schools begin to tum around and we have good news to report, 
they'll believe us. Well, today, here in Kentucky, and across America, there is good news to 
report about our schools. I think the American people will not only believe us, but they'll want 
us to keep going forward with what works, until we reach what ought to be our ultimate goal: a 
world-class education for every child in America. 

Thank You. 
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for School Change Director Joe Nathan (leading charter advocate); Progressive Policy Institute 
President Will Marshall; City Academy graduate Tomas (Tom) Gonzalez 

Listening to Milo Cutter recount the stmggles she has faced to get this school off the 
ground and make it a success, it occurred to me that everybody in this audience who has worked 
in or mn a charter school probably has similar stories to tell. I know I have a few stories myself, 
after 20 years of being involved in school reform. But all you have to do is hear a young person 
like Tom Gonzalez recount his story, to realize that the struggle has been worth it. 

One of America's greatest storytellers likes to say that in his mythic Minnesota town. 
Lake Woebegone, all the children are above average. Well, having just seen the latest rise in test 
results for Minnesota school children, I'd say your whole state is heading that way. The schools 
here in St. Paul are especially impressive. Under superintendent Pat Harvey, you've put in place 
virtually all of the accountability measures I'd like to see in all of our nation's schools—from 
ending social promotion to providing afterschool to embracing public school choice. 

I've come here today, as part of my school reform tour, to talk about how charter schools 
can help fulfill what I believe must be one of the great national missions of the 21^' Century: to 
tum around our worst-performing schools, so that all of our children receive the education they 
need to make the most of their lives. 

The time is right to take on this challenge. We are at a moment of unparalleled prosperity 
and national self-confidence. We have the largest, most diverse group of students in our public 
schools in history. We have an economy in which education has become the indispensable key 
to their success in life. And after 20 years of intense experimentation with school reform—on the 
local, state, and national level—we now have overwhelming evidence about what works to tum 
around low-performing schools. Setting high standards. Demanding accountability, including 
more choice and competition in public schools. And providing the extra help for children to 
meet those high standards. In short, investing more in our schools, and demanding more of our 
schools. 



In nearby Rockford, Minnesota, for instance, there is the Skills for Tomorrow 
school, sponsored jointly by the Teamsters Union and the Business Alliance. Union and 
corporate leaders not only helped develop the school, but provide students with internships 
and take part in judging whether students have met their academic graduation 
requirements—the better to ensure that they have the skills they need to succeed. 

I hope the guidelines I am calling for today will encourage more faith-based and 
business groups to get involved. 

The actions I am taking today are guided by the fundamental lesson we have learned 
during the last seven years: in education, investment without accountability is a waste of money; 
accountability without investment is a waste of effort. Neither will work without the other. If 
we want our students to leam more, we need both. 

Ten years ago, when things looked pretty grim for our public schools, Al Shanker, the 
late, great head of the American Federation of Teachers, said something wise to his fellow 
teachers. He said that we have to be willing to tell the American people the bad news about our 
public schools, so that when the schools begin to tum around and we have good news to report, 
they'll believe us. Well, today, here in St. Paul, and across America, there is good news to report 
about our schools. I think the American people will not only believe us, but they'll want us to 
keep going forward with what works, until we reach what ought to be our ultimate goal: a world-
class education for every child in America. 

Thank you. 
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BODY: 
Let me say ya' at' eeh — [applause] — William Jefferson Clinton yinishye — [applause] — Irish 

nishle. I am profoundly honored to be here within the four sacred mountains, especially on Navajo 
Nation Sovereignty Day. I want to thank young Myra Jodie. Didn't she do a wonderful job up here? 
[Applause] 

Thank you, President Kelsey Begaye, for your strong leadership. Thank you. Congressman Tom Udall; 
the vice president, Taylor McKenzie; Chief Justice Robert Yazzie; Speaker Edward Begay; members of 

e Navajo Tribal Council; Shiprock Council Mayor William Lee. And we have with us today the 
resident of the National Congress of American Indians, Sue Masten; thank you for being here. 

To all the honored Governors of pueblos and tribal leaders. And I thank the people who have come 
with me today: the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, Andrew Cuomo; the Interior 
Deputy Secretary, David Hayes; the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, Carl Whillock; and the person 
most responsible for working with you. Assistant Secretary of the Interior Kevin Cover. I thank him 
for all he has done. Federal Communications Commission Chairman Bill Kennard and Commissioner 
Gloria Tristani. 

And I'd like to thank the people from the White House who are here, especially Gene Sperling, who 
put together this digital divide tour, and Lynn Cutler, who is my liaison to Indian country all over the 
United States. I thank them. 

I want to thank four Members of Congress who made a long trip here today to express support for 
our goal: Senator Robert Bennett, who came from Utah; Representative Bill Jefferson, who came 
from New Orleans, Louisiana; Silvestre Reyes from El Paso, Texas; and Stephanie Tubbs Jones, who 
came from Cleveland, Ohio. 

I want to thank my friend of more than 20 years now, your former Governor, Bruce King, and his 
wife, Alice, thank them for being here. Thank you. I want to thank the renowned basketball star 
Rebecca Lobo, who came with me today. And I thank Reverend Jesse Jackson for coming. I thank all 
the high-tech leaders who are here. 

^ ^ n 

^ K n 

nd there was one young man who meant to come with me today, who could not come, a man I 
mire very much, not only for his success, but for the way he has handled adversity, Notah Begay. 

nd I think we ought to give him a big hand. [Applause] 
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I also want to recognize two young women who are here, because they were in the First Lady's 
gallery at my State of the Union Address, members of the Navajo Nation and former volunteers for 
AmeriCorps, Christina and Justina Jones. Thank you for being here. I am very proud of them and all 
the other young Dine people who have served not only the Navajo Nation but our Nation as a whole 

s AmeriCorps volunteers. 

^ 1 

m 

Let me also express my deep gratitude to the Navajo Code Talkers who provided our -- [applause]. 
Thank you, gentlemen. And I want to thank Senator Jeff Bingaman for working to ensure that you 
receive the national honors you so richly deserve. 

All Americans should know of the exploits of the young Navajo men, some as young as 15, who 
enlisted in the Marine Corps in World War I I , helped to develop an ingenious code based on your 
language, and became the communications link to and from the frontlines of the Allies in the Pacific 
war. One of our most enduring images of freedom is that of the marines hoisting the American flag 
over Iwo Jima. Well, there are many American military commanders from that conflict who will tell 
you that the United States might never have taken Iwo Jima or won countless other battles in the 
Pacific if it weren't for the bravery, the sacrifice, and the unbreakability of the code of the Navajo 
Code Talkers. 

It is fitting that we begin this day by recalling their achievements. After all, there are few people in 
America who better embody the power of communication. In fact, if you think about it, the system 
the Code Talkers used has real similarities to the beginning of the worldwide network we call the 
Internet. Both systems were developed for sending information quickly, securely, and reliably during 
times of war. Both had the power to change the course of history. But there is a cruel irony here. 

For more than 50 years after the Code Talkers were able to communicate with one another, over 
great distances in the Pacific, it is still hard to communicate between many parts of the Navajo 
Nation itself. In much of America, it takes just a modest amount of money and time to get someone 
on the Internet. But here, an astonishing 37 percent of the households are without electricity, about 
70 percent without phone service, more than half without work. 

am here because I believe the new technologies like the Internet and wireless communications can 
have an enormous, positive impact in the Navajo Nation. They can help you to leap-frog over some of 
the biggest hurdles to develop your economic and human potential. They can make great distances 
virtually disappear. They can be a vehicle for job growth, for education, for health care, for 
employment opportunities. They can be the greatest equalizers our society has ever known. 

I know the Navajo Nation has already begun to see this potential, as President Begaye said. Here in 
Shiprock, the closest public library is more than 30 miles away. Yet, thanks to your new PowerUP 
partnership, children and parents now are able to browse some of the great libraries of the world 
simply by going to the Boys and Girls Club. 

On the western side of the Navajo Nation, rural health clinics are now linked through computers to 
the finest medical specialists at the University of Arizona. Your new Navajo Able initiative, funded in 
part by the Department of Education, is providing technologies to help children with disabilities write 
and communicate on computers. At Dine College, even rural campuses have state-of-the-art 
computer labs, where students soon will conduct real-time teleconferences with professors all around 
the globe. But this is just the beginning. 

Almost 30 years ago, when I was a young man, still a student with no money and no prospect 
reasonably of becoming President, for sure — [laughter] — I first drove across New Mexico. I fell in 
love with the land and the people. I had my first opportunity to buy for my mother and the girlfriend 
who became my wife some beautiful Navajo jewelry. Now, just imagine if all the remarkable 
silversmiths and weavers of the Navajo Nation could sell their work not only in local markets but in 

ational and global markets as well. Just imagine if all remote health clinics were connected 
lectronically to major medical centers. Imagine if Dine could commute to high-tech, high-paying 

jobs in large cities just by getting on a computer here in Shiprock. Imagine if all your children had 
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access to the same world of knowledge at the same instance as children in the wealthiest 
communities in America. The potential is staggering, and we have to seize it. 

I am here today to pledge that the National Government will do its part in ways that honor your tribal 
sovereignty. Ever since I have been President, we have worked to try to empower the tribes of our 
Nation. I will never forget the day in 1994, when I had the chance to welcome leaders of more than 
300 American Indian tribes to the White House, the first t ime this had been done since President 
James Monroe's administration, in 1822. 

You know, when I was just a very young boy I used to go to the county public library in my 
hometown, in Arkansas. I can remember spending day after day reading histories of Native American 
tribes and biographies of famous chiefs. I remember once I read in the biography of Chief Joseph of 
the Nez Perce that incredible statement he made, "From this day, I will fight no more, forever." I t 
was a noble, powerful, brave thing to do. 

But as we all know, though many of your ancestors gave up fighting and gave up land and water and 
mineral rights in exchange for peace, security, health care, and education, the Federal Government 
did not live up to its end of the deal. That was wrong. And I have worked hard to change it. There is 
nothing more important to me than getting this government-to-government relationship right, but 
getting it right in a way that will empower you to lift yourselves and your children to fulfill your 
potential and your dreams, not a patronizing relationship but an empowering one, not a handout but 
a hand up, a genuine partnership so that your children can live their dreams. 

As Congressman Udall said, I did ask in the State of the Union Address for the largest budget 
increases in history for new and existing programs to assist tribal nations. That is why I traveled last 
year to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, the home of the Lakota Sioux. That is why I 
made Indian country an important focus of our new markets initiative. 

Let me tell you what that is. I believe the only way to keep this economy growing is to bring 
economic opportunity to the people and the places who have been left behind. More businesses, more 
jobs, more incomes means growth without inflation for the rest of America. People in New York City 
and Los Angeles and Seattle and Dallas and Atlanta and Miami, they all have a stake in your 
economic success. And I am here to bring that message to you, and through our friends in the media, 
to them. 

I want to give Americans who have money the same incentives to invest in underdeveloped areas in 
America we now give them to invest in underdeveloped areas of Latin America or Asia or Africa. I 
want Americans to look first to people here at home who need work and education, who need 
technology and opportunity. 

And there is no better place to begin than by bridging the digital divide. Our E-rate initiative, to 
provide discount rates to schools and hospitals and libraries that could not otherwise afford them, an 
initiative pioneered by our Vice President, Al Gore, and championed by this administration for years, 
has helped to equip every classroom in the consolidated school district with computers and the 
wiring to connect to the Internet. 

My new budget provides a major new initiative to prepare Native Americans for careers in technical 
fields. I t provides $ 2 billion in tax incentives to encourage the private sector to donate computers, 
sponsor community technology centers available to adults as well as children, and provide technology 
training for workers; $ 150 million to train every single new teacher on how to use this techno logy 
effectively in the c lass room; and $ 100 million to create 1,000 community technology centers all 
across the country, to serve all the people of the community — the old, the young, those in between, 
those with disabilities, and those without education, everyone who can benefit from tapping into this 
new technology. 

And I want you to know that I am joined here today by private sector leaders who are part of our 
national call to action. Hundreds of organizations, including all 32 tribal colleges, have answered this 

3 of 5 6/13/2000 10:16 AM 



Search - 34 Results - technology w/4 classroom and school wysiwyg://51/http://www.Iexis.com/resear...WV&_md5=4735a7bd946cf8606d550f721 ea97ebd 

pledge. And I want to highlight just some of the public and private commitments being made to 
benefit the Navajo Nation and Native Americans all across our country. 

First, and very important, our Federal Communications Chairman, Bill Kennard, is proposing to 
expand the Lifeline program to ensure that every Native American who needs it will be able to get 
basic phone service for as little as $ 1 a month. In this day and age, when we want every American 
to have access to the Internet, we must first make sure that every American has access to a phone, 
so there will be a line to hook into. 

Second, Native American Systems, headed by Robert Rutherford, a Choctaw, is committing $ 
100,000 state-of-the-art satellite communications to the Red Rock Day School, to provide equipment 
to 30 other BIA schools in other parts of Indian country. Tachyon is providing satellite Internet 
access to Dine College and the Lake Valley School. Give them a hand. [Applause] 

Compaq will provide $ 500,000 to spur the TechCorps schools partnership, which uses the Internet 
and TechCorps volunteers to help teachers make the best use of technology in the classroom. Four 
Navajo Nation schools participated in the pilot of TechCorps schools. Today I'm proud to say that 
this new commitment will make it available to all Navajo Nation schools and all K through 12 
schools nationwide for Native Americans. Microsoft will provide $ 2.75 million in software and 
technical support for the American Indian Tribal College program, which will directly benefit Dine 
College. Andersen Consulting has committed $ 100,000 to support small business in Indian country, 
something we need more of. We need access to capital, training, technological support. The capacity 
to grow small businesses in Indian country is far greater than anything we have realized to date. 
Healtheon/WebMD will provide valuable Internet sources to the medical professionals at the Indian 
Health Service facility right here in Shiprock. Let's give all these groups a big hand. [Applause] 

I began my remarks today by doing my best to introduce myself to you in the proper way, telling you 
my name and my family's clan, in your language, as best I could. Well, it's true we are from different 
clans. Your ancestors were here on this continent, here within the four sacred mountains, long before 
my ancestors even knew of the existence of this continent and this land we call America. But my 
friends, we are now all part of the same American family. We are all related, and it is t ime we acted 
like we were all related. 

We have never had a better chance to build the right kind of relationship. We have never had a 
better chance to build new connections between people, between cultures, between nations. The 
Navajo Code Talkers gave us one of history's most stirring lessons on the power of communications. 
They showed us in the most concrete way that our cultural diversity in America can be our greatest 
strength. And that is why we must do everything in our power to allow all Dine to lend their talents 
and their skills to the great enterprise of building our future together. 

Ahe' hee doo hagoane. Thank you, and goodbye. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. at the Boys and Girls Club of Shiprock. In his remarks, he 
referred to Myra Jodie, student. Steamboat Navajo Nation, AZ, who introduced the President; 
President Kelsey A. Begaye and Vice President Taylor McKenzie of the Navajo Nation; Chief Justice 
Robert Yazzie, Navajo Nation Supreme Court; Speaker Edward T. Begay, Navajo Nation Council; 
William Lee, chapter president, Shiprock local government; Notah Begay I I I , professional golfer; and 
Special Assistant to the President for Agriculture and Trade Carl S. Whillock, board member. Rural 
Telephone Bank Agency of the United States. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: May 25, 2000 
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BODY: 
The President. Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen, Hillary and I are delighted to have all 

of you here in the Rose Garden today for a subject that we care a great deal about. I thank especially 
Senator Jeffords for his leadership. Congressman Boswell, all the Members of Congress who are here. 
I thank Secretary Riley and the Attorney General for their consistent and dedicated efforts for our 
children and to improve the lives of our children. And Chief Frazier and Gloria Nava did, I thought, a 
marvelous job. 

,et me say, as Hillary and Gloria made clear, for millions of Americans, "Home Alone" is not a funny 
movie; it is a serious risk that children and parents undertake every day all across this cotmti:yi_pn 
any given school day in America, there will be as many as 15 million children left to offend for 
themselves, idle in front of the television sets or out on the streets and exposed to gangs and guns 
and drugs. 

ludsl&rrtSof violent crime by juveniles more than double in the hour a f te r school lets out, and 
Eerestingly enough, our children are also at greatest risk of becoming victims of crime in the hours 

immediately a f te r schoo l . But in communities where children have something positive to do, youth 
crime is dropping and academic performance is on the rise. 

The Justice Department and the Department of Education are today releasing a report tongvery school 
district in the country and to the public at large which shows just how much of a difference these 
a f te r -schoo l programs are making. In Chicago, for example, a program with which Hillary and I are 
familiar, the Lighthouse program is now reaching more than 110,000 children and nearly 250 schools 
around the city with intensive a f te r -schoo l instruction in reading and math. This remarkable 
program also provides children with three meals a day in the school. And I'm very proud that the 
Department of Agriculture, with its support, helps to make this possible. Since that program began, 
not surprisingly, gang activity is down, and reading and math scores are up. 

Woj iave to do_eyerything yvgran to give every community in this country the tools to follow that 
lead^Jjaday we are annour ic ing~^0 inlllKJiTTrrcompetitive grants that will help more than 300 
schools to start a f te r -schoo l programs of their own. As all of you know, they're part of the 21st 
Century Community Learning Center I n i t i a t i v e , which was sponsored in 1993 in my first year in 

Tice by Senator Jeffords. 

These grants will give now thousands more children a safe place to go before and a f t e r school and 

I of 3 6/13/2000 1:01 PM 



Search -6 Rcsults-atl 7 (after school) and initiative! Wysiwyg://! 10/http://www.lcxis.com/resea...WV&_md5=ac3c45003beaa48aeab958c30cl2caOO 

good things to do. San Francisco, for example, will use the grant specifically to target kids most at 
risk of joining gangs or using drugs. Baltimore County, which already has, as you heard, successful 
a f te r -schoo l programs, will focus on helping more children to improve their academic performance. 

ut I think it's important to note two things. One is — not withstanding the wind n l — [laughter] — 
his is a universally successful strategy. This is not complicated. This is something simple that has 

broad support, that saves lives, and improves learning. The second thing is, out there in America 
everybody has figured this out, so that for every grant we will be able to give, there were 20 schools 
that applied that aren't getting help today. So we have to do more. 

n l At this point, a gust of wind rustled the trees in the Rose Garden. 

In January, as part of my efforts to give quality affordable child care to all the families in this country 
who need it, I proposed the largest a f te r -schoo l commitment in America's history, $ 200 million a 
year over the next 5 years to expand the 21st Century Community Learning Center program, to 
reach a half a million children. Now, these programs have broad bipartisan support, and I very much 
hope that Congress soon will act to fund this request fully. Remember, there were 20 schools that 
had good programs that wanted this money for every one school on that map. We can do better, and 
we must. 

Let me also say again to Senator Jeffords, this is the kind of bipartisan support that works for our 
country. Whenever we put the progress of the American people and the future of our children ahead 
of partisan politics in Washington, America wins. And that's what we need to do. 

Tobacco Legislation 

Before we close, I just have to mention — make a couple of other points. In that spirit, I have been 
working for 6 months to craft a comprehensive, bipartisan bill to protect our children from the 
dangers of tobacco, the biggest public health problem for children in America today. As we speak, the 

epublican' caucus in the Senate is meeting behind closed doors to discuss, perhaps even to decide, 
he fate of the tobacco bill. I urge them not to turn this meeting, literally, into a smoke-filled room — 
0 protect the children and not the tobacco lobby. 

We have worked very, very hard to make this legislation fair and bipartisan. We have met the 
majority in the Senate more than halfway. They said they wanted a tax cut to be part of the tobacco 
bill sincere we were raising the price of cigarettes to discourage children from buying them. We said, 
all right. They said they wanted some money in this bill to fight drugs as well as to discourage 
children from using tobacco. We said, fine. 

Now, if there is a move to kill or gut this legislation, there can be no possible explanation other than 
the intense pressure and' the awesome influence fueled by years of huge contributions of big 
tobacco. So I again call upon the Senate majority, and indeed all those in the Senate, to pass this 
tobacco bill. Let's get it over to the House, let them have a chance to pass a bill, and let's do 
something that will give this country a chance to have a lasting public health legacy in a bipartisan 
way. 

Thank you very much. 

Q. Mr. President, what will you do if the Senate decides to pull the tobacco bill, sir? What are your 
alternatives? 

Japanese Economy 

Q. Mr. President, about Japan, how far are you willing to go to support the yen? 

he President. Let me — you all don't even need to sit back down. I'm going to answer this one 
question; then we'll visit. 
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The question was about the support of the United States for the Japanese yen. Let me say, I talked 
to Prime Minister Hashimoto last night, oh, for 20 or 30 minutes at about 11:30, our t ime. Japan is 
^very important to the world, especially to the United States and to the efforts we're making to 

upport an economic recovery in Asia, which is very important to keeping our own economic progress 
going. It is important that they take some critical steps, and as they do them, we will support them. 

I was very encouraged by the Prime Minister's statement that he intends to pursue aggressive reform 
of their banking institutions and intends to do the things that are necessary to get the economy going 
again. And therefore, I thought it was important that we support them. 

In terms of the details of our support, they are contained in Secretary Rubin's statement today, and I 
couldn't do a bit better than he had done. But we're doing the right thing, and I think the Prime 
Minister of Japan has done the right thing. And we've got a chance to turn that situation in Asia 
around before it gets any worse. And America needs a strong, growing, stable economy in Asia. And I 
am encouraged by what the Prime Minister said last night and heartened, and we're glad to help, and 
we hope we will be of some help today. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Baltimore Police Commissioner Thomas C. Frazier; Tech. Sgt. Gloria I. Nava, Texas Air 
National Guard, a parent from San Antonio, TX, whose daughter attends an a f te r -schoo l program; 
and Prime Minister of Ryutaro Hashimoto of Japan. 
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I watched Harold Ford up here giving that speech, and I though, there's a 28-year-old young guy 
with his whole life ahead of him. And I knew that he had a family that told him he had to show up in 
|he morning, that his work was school, that he was expected to learn. And I want that for every child. 

You know, I go to a lot of schools. Today when I speak to children -- I was out in Maryland or Virginia 
not long before last November, and I was talking to this group of kids, this wonderful group of kids. 
And they said, "You know, all the parents are going to come, and we just only wish we had time to 
translate your remarks into Spanish and into Arabic, because there are so many parents who can't 
understand you." That's the America of tomorrow. 

In a global society where we're trying to get other people to put aside their hatreds, to lay down the 
burdens of the past, to embrace one another, to reach across the lines that divide them, that's a 
great resource. But the challenge of giving all of the children from whatever backgrounds they come 
from the chance to make the most of that one life is more formidable than ever. Because of these 
after-school programs, a million kids will have a better chance. That's really what this is all about, a 
million more stories like those two beautiful pictures that Lissette showed us today. And that's what 
we should always, always remember. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:28 p.m. in the East Room at the White Hose. In his remarks, he 
referred to Eunice Kennedy Shriver, founder. Special Olympics; and Lissette Martinez, parent mentor, 
Frederick Funston Elementary School, Chicago, IL, and her husband, Leonard. 
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HEADLINE: Executive Order 12999 — Educational Technology: Ensuring Opportunity for All 
Children in the Next Century 

BODY: 
In order to ensure that American children have the skills they need to succeed in the 

information-intensive 21st century, the Federal Government is committed to working with the private 
sector to promote four major developments in American education: making modern computer 
technology an integral part of every classroom; providing teachers with the professional 
development they need to use new technologies effectively; connecting classrooms to the National 
Information Infrastructure; and encouraging the creation of excellent educational software. This 
Executive order streamlines the transfer of excess and surplus Federal computer equipment to our 
Nation's classrooms and encourages Federal employees to volunteer their time and expertise to assist 
teachers and to connect classrooms. 

Accordingly, by the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the provisions of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation 
Act of 1980, as amended (15 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.), the Federal Property and Administrative Services 
Act of 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 377, and the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1996, 
Public Law 104-106, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Protection of Educationally Useful Federal Equipment, (a) Educationally useful Federal 
equipment is a vital national resource. To the extent such equipment can be used as is, separated 
into parts for other computers, or upgraded — either by professional technicians, students, or other 
recycling efforts — educationally useful Federal equipment is a valuable tool for computer education. 
Therefore, to the extent possible, all executive departments and agencies (hereinafter referred to as 
"agencies") shall protect and safeguard such equipment, particularly when declared excess or 
surplus, so that it may be recycled and transferred, if appropriate, pursuant to this order. 

Sec. 2. Efficient Transfer of Educationally Useful Federal Equipment to Schools and Nonprofit 
Organizations, (a) To the extent permitted by law, all agencies shall give highest preference to 
schools and nonprofit organizations, including community-based educational organizations, 
("schools and nonprofit organizations") in the transfer, through gift or donation, of educationally 
useful Federal equipment. 

(b) Agencies shall attempt to give particular preference to schools and nonprofit organizations 
located in the Federal enterprise communities and empowerment zones established in the Omnibus 
Reconciliation Act of 1993, Public Law 103-66. 
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(c) Each agency shall, to the extent permitted by law and where appropriate, identify educationally 
useful Federal equipment that it no longer needs and transfer it to a school or nonprofit organization 
by: 

(1) conveying research equipment directly to the school or organization pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 
3710(i); or 

(2) reporting excess equipment to the General Services Administration (GSA) for donation when 
declared surplus in accordance with section 203(j) of the Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act of 1949, as amended, 40 U.S.C. 484( j ) . Agencies shall report such equipment as far as 
possible in advance of the date the equipment becomes excess, so that GSA may attempt to arrange 
direct transfers from the donating agency to recipients eligible under this order. 

(d) In transfers made pursuant to paragraph (e)(1) of this section, title shall transfer directly from 
the agency to the schools or nonprofit organizations as required by 15 U.S.C. 3710(1). All such 
transfers shall he reported to the GSA. At the direction of the recipient institution or organization, 
and if appropriate, transferred equipment may be conveyed initially to a nonprofit reuse or recycling 
program that will upgrade it before transfer to the school or nonprofit organization holding tit le. 

(e) All transfers to schools or nonprofit organizations, whether made directly or through GSA, shall 
be made at the lowest cost to the school or nonprofit organization permitted by law. 

(f) The availability of educationally useful Federal equipment shall be made known to eligible 
recipients under this order by all practicable means, including newspaper, community 
announcements, and the Internet. 

(g) The regional Federal Executive Boards shall help facilitate the transfer of educationally useful 
Federal equipment from the agencies they represent to recipients eligible under this order. 

Sec. 3. Assisting Teachers' Professional Development: Connecting Classrooms, (a) Each agency that 
has employees who have computer expertise shall, to the extent permitted by law and in accordance 
with the guidelines of the Office of Personnel Management, encourage those employees to: 

(1) help connect America's classrooms to the National Information Infrastructure; 

(2) assist teachers in learning to use computers to teach; and 

(3) provide ongoing maintenance of and technical support for the educationally useful Federal 
equipment transferred pursuant to this order. 

(b) Each agency described in subsection (a) shall submit to the Office of Science and Techno logy 
Policy, within 6 months of the date of this order, an implementation plan to advance the 
developments described in this order, particularly those required in this section. The plan shall be 
consistent with approved agency budget totals and shall be coordinated through the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy. 

(c) Nothing in this order shall be interpreted to bar a recipient of educationally useful Federal 
equipment from lending that equipment, whether on a permanent or temporary basis, to a teacher, 
administrator, s tuden t , employee, or other designated person in furtherance of educational goals. 

Sec. 4. Definitions. For the purposes of this order: (a) "Schools" means individual public or private 
education institutions encompassing prekindergarten through twelfth grade, as well as public school 
districts. 

(b) "Community-based educational organizations" means nonprofit entities that are engaged in 
collaborative projects with schools or that have education as their primary focus. Such organizations 
shall qualify as nonprofit educational institutions or organizations for purposes of section 203(j) of 
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* the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended. 

(c) "Educationally useful Federal equipment" means computers and related peripheral tools (e.g., 
printers, modems, routers, and servers), including telecommunications and research equipment, that 
are appropriate for use in prekindergarten, elementary, middle, or secondary school education. It 
shall also include computer software, where the transfer of licenses is permitted. 

(d) "Nonprofit reuse or recycling program" means a 501(c) organization able to upgrade computer 
equipment at no or low cost to the school or nonprofit organization taking title to it. 

(e) "Federal Executive Boards," as defined in 5 C.F.R. Part 960, are regional organizations of each 
Federal agency's highest local officials. 

Sec. 5. This order shall supersede Executive Order No. 12821 of November 16, 1992. 

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. This order is not intended, and should not be construed, to create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law by a party against the United States, its 
agencies, its ofricers, or its employees. 

William J. Clinton 

The White House, April 17, 1996. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 8:45 a.m., April 18, 1996] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the Federal Register on April 19. 
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LENGTH: 1924 words 

HEADLINE: Remarks on NetDay in Concord, California 

BODY: 
Thank you so very much. I want to say again how much I appreciate the wonderful welcome we 

have received here today. I thank your principal. Sheila Walker; Superintendent Allen; your fine 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Delaine Eastin; and Lieutenant Governor Davis; my good friend 
Senator Boxer; and Representative Miller. I want to say again what a good job I thought — I want to 
join the Vice President — I thought Brian DeGrassi did a good job up here. We didn't even need to 
speak alter he talked. 

|I want to thank John Gage and Michael Kaufman for originating the idea of NetDay. The country will 
long be in their debt. They have come up with something truly remarkable. And I want to thank the 
Merrills and all the wonderful volunteers here. And because of my own past I don't want to leave here 
without acknowledging your award-winning band and flag team. I thank them for being here as well. 
Thank you very much. 

And I want to thank Vice President Al Gore, who 20 years ago, 20 years ago coined the term 
information superhighway and is now helping every American child to become a part of it. I thank 
you for that. 

The Vice President and I have looked forward to coming back for this day ever since last September 
when we came to California and met with leaders of the communications industry. That day we 
challenged Californians to connect at least 20 percent of your schools to the information 
superhighway by the end of this school year. You didn't fret about it; you're simply doing it. 

Think about it. On this day March 9th, 20,000 of your fellow citizens are meeting this challenge. I am 
honored to be here with you. 

Today one out of five California schools will be wired to the future. Within 4 years every school in 
the State will be wired to the future. We are putting the future at the fingertips of your children, and 
we are doing it together in the best American tradition. 

We are living through a moment of absolutely astonishing transformation; a moment of great 
possibility. All of you know that the information and technology explosion" will offer to you and to 
the young people of the future more opportunities and challenges than any generation of Americans 
has ever seen. 

Our country is changing just as profoundly as it did when we moved from farm to factory, from the 
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country to the cities and towns 100 years ago. The microchip and the global marketplace are opening 
up undreamed-of prospects but real challenges. If we want to keep the American dream alive for 
every single person who is willing to work for it, we know that more than ever before we have to give 

II Americans the skills, the education they need to be winners in this time of change. We must not 
end our children into a 21st century unprepared for the world they will inhabit and the jobs they will 

have to fill. 

All of us are here today because we know purely and simply, that every single child must have access 
to a computer, must understand it, must have access to good software and good teachers and yes, to 
the Internet, so that every person will have the opportunity to make the most of his or her own life. 

I have spent a great deal of the last 3 years trying to open up educational opportunity and help 
educators and parents raise educational standards in America. There is more that we must do. Of 
course we need high standards and high expectations. Of course we should open the doors of college 
education to every single American who needs to go. 

That's what the new student loan program is about, which cuts costs and makes repayments easier. 
That's what the national service program is about, promoting this kind of community service in return 
for funds to go to college. That's why I believe the most important tax cut we could give in passing a 
balanced budget is to give every American family the opportunity to deduct up to $ 10,000 a year of 
the costs of college tuition. 

But whatever else we do, we must bring the information and technology revolution to every, every 
classroom in America. Every child in America sees a computer at work in a grocery store, in a video 
arcade, many at home. One of the few rooms that you can't enter in America today and know for 
sure that you will see a computer and to see computer technology is a classroom. 

V 

• 

We are changing this today in the same way our Nation has always challenged for the better, by 
working together united as one America. We understand there no generation gap between 
pid-fashion American values of hard work, teamwork, and optimism in our forward march into the 
echnological world of the 21st century. 

t( 

• 

In a way, NetDay is a mode version of an old-fashioned barnraising. Government's not doing this 
alone, nor is business, nor can schools do it alone. All of us are joining together, students, 
scientists, business leaders, engineers, parents and old-fashioned American citizens who have no 
other interests other than a love for their country, a love for their children, and a belief ill the future 
of America. What you are doing today is America at its very best, and it guaranteeing America's 
future. 

Just think about it. Today in California we are installing 6 million feet, 6 million feet of computer 
cables and plugs. That's a message that all America will hear tonight and tomorrow and be proud of, 
and hope will emulate. 

I want to say a special word of thanks, as the Vice President did, to the business leaders all across 
the State, from Sun Microsystems to AT&T, MCI Netcom, America Online, the Scholastic Network, 
Apple, which is donating computers, Netscape, and Microsoft giving free software -- we're having 
trouble with these speakers. Just pretend you hear even if you don't. [Laughter] I want to ask every 
one of you to stop and give a special applause to every single business in California that is supporting 
this endeavor today. This i; corporate citizenship at its best. I thank the IBEW and all the labor 
organizations that are helping today. 

There are some truly impressive things being done by students today. In San Diego, one class sold 
cupcakes to pay for the cost of their NetDay kit. All across the State, teenagers today will be able to 
teach their parents a thing or two about the Net. In Palo Alto, one school which was wired a short 
ime ago, this NetDay is providing the first time many parents will see their child's classroom. But 
fter the classroom is wired, the parents are painting the classrooms and repairing a decayed 

building. 
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I say that to make this point. One of the most probing comments I have seen in reading the press 
out here in California in preparing to come is that some have said "Well should the President and the 
yice President, should the State be emphasizing computers in all the classrooms when some of our 

chool buildings are falling down, some of our play yards in disrepair." My answer to you is yes. If 
everybody has those skills, our school districts will be wealthier and better. But we do not have to 
choose; the same volunteers that are wiring the schools can also fix them up. And I hope people will 
do it all across California. 

• 

I also want to thank the teachers that are working today. And what I think is a real picture of what is 
so special about today, the teachers on strike in Oakland are putting their pickets down and 
participating in NetDay. 

We are trying to do our part. In the telecommunications bill I signed a few weeks ago, thanks to the 
long efforts of the Vice President and many in the Congress, there is a guarantee that schools and 
libraries and hospitals will all be able to be hooked up at affordable rates. And last month I 
announced a $ 2 billion techno logy literacy challenge to help communities all across this country get 
the right kind of computers in every classroom and every library by the end of the century. 

But more than anything else, we need volunteers, trained teachers, good software. That is what we 
are celebrating today as well. I cannot think of a single endeavor which has involved so many 
different Americans from so many different walks of life to do something that is so clearly in the 
interest of every single American citizen. And again let me say to all of you who are here, thank you. 
Thank you for the enthusiasm. Thank you for the numbers. Thank you for your commitment. 

I want to make just one more point, and I want to emphasize something the Vice President said. The 
other question which has been raised is whether or not somehow this advance of t echno logy will 
vide our people more, whether or not the poor children or the poor school districts will be left 
behind, whether or not this will inevitably give greater advantages to those who already enjoy them. 
Let me just give you one story that will refute that, I hope, forever. 

Last month, I had the opportunity with the Vice President to visit the Christopher Columbus Middle 
School in Union City, New Jersey. Just a few years ago the schools there were so bad the State was 
on the verge of taking them over and taking them away from the local school board and the parents. 
But it was a revitalized community effort, involving Bell Atlantic and all the local citizens we celebrate 
here in California today, that put computers in every 7th grad, classroom and in every s tuden t ' s 
home in a school district that had a low per capita income where most of the families are first 
generation immigrant families. 

New Jersey is one of the wealthiest States in America, and in a matter ff just a couple of years in this 
far-from-wet thy school district with first generation immigrants, the children have an attendance 
record, a graduation rate, and most import ant of all, test scores that are above the State average. 
Technology is going to liberate Americans and bring them together, not hold them back. 

And that's what I want to happen to California. Look at this sea of faces here. You are America's 
present and America's future. Now the children will not only be able to access the Magna Carta and 
the Declaration of Independence, they will be able to, how uncomfortably it might be, follow how 
Congressman Miller and Senator Boxer vote — [laughter] — and send e-mail to me and the Vice 
President, telling us what mistake we have made that day. 

To the younger people in this audience, I hope you will never forget this day. Someday your children 
will marvel at the idea that there ever was a classroom without a computer. You can tell them you 
were a pioneer. Just as our parents and grandparents built our schools and libraries and highways 
for their children, you will leave your children a legacy of opportunity along the information 

uperhighway. 

The 21st century is America's for the taking if we are bold enough and strong enough and confident 
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enough to go forward together. 

w We will make the best of this new techno logy together. We will educate our children with it, improve 
ur businesses with it, make our Government more democratic with it, and build a brighter, freer, 
ore prosperous future with it. That is the American way. 

Let the future begin. Thank you, and God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:04 a.m. at the Ygnacio Valley High School. In his remarks, he 
referred to Paul Allen, superintendent. Mount Diablo School District; Lt. Gov. Gray Davis of 
California; John Gage, director, science office. Sun Microsystems; Michael Kaufman, director, 
information services, KQED; Charlie and Margie Merrill, volunteers; and Brian DeGrassi, student, 
Ygnacio Valley High School. 
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HEADLINE: Remarks Announcing the Technology Learning Challenge Grants 

BODY: 
Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for your outstanding work on this issue. And thank you. Secretary 

Riley and Secretary Brown, for your work as well. 

I want to say a few more things about the people behind me and those in front of me, but if I 
might, in the beginning, I think it would be appropriate for me to make a few comments about 
what has happened to the Amtrak train in Arizona. 

We believe it was a case of sabotage. And I am profoundly outraged by it. I want to make it clear 
that we will do everything we can with the Federal Government to catch whoever is responsible. I 
am determined that we will make sure that in the United States we will have the tools, the means 
we need to keep the American people safe. We will get to the bottom of this. We will punish those 
who are responsible. We will not tolerate acts of cowardice like this in the United States, regardless 
of the motive. And when I know more about it, I'll be glad to comment more about it. 

I have just finished a meeting, along with the Vice President and other members of our 
administration, with leaders who are here behind me, leaders of many of the American companies 
on the cutting edge of the information age. They are helping to lead our Nation into the world of 
the 21st century as the strongest economic power in the world. 

Two and a half weeks ago in California, I met with some other business leaders, and I called on the 
representatives of business, government, teachers, schools, parents, students to become involved 
in a high-tech venture with a guaranteed return. I asked for a national public-private partnership 
to connect every classroom in America to the information superhighway by the year 2000. 

This today, this meeting, is the next step. Today these business and education leaders have joined 
with me to launch a partnership that will ensure that every child in America is technologically 
literate for the dawn of the 21st century and that every child in America has the resources, the 
means, by which to become technologically literate by the dawn of the 21st century. 

The idea that every child deserves the opportunity to build a bright future has been at the heart of 
America's education system and America's entire value system. Education is the way we keep the 
promise of the American dream to all of our children without regard to their circumstances. 

Today, that means computers, knowing how to make the most of them, having teachers who can 
work with students to make the most of them, and having the right software to make the 
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computers make sense. Technological literacy must become the standard in our country. Preparing 
children for a lifetime of computer use is just as essential today as teaching them the basics of 
reading, writ ing, and arithmetic. 

This isn't just computers for computers' sake. We're going to work together to help our schools use 
techno logy to revolutionize American education so that all children will be able to learn better and 
teachers will be able to be more effective. 

In the next few months, the leaders here behind me will be working with us to produce a plan 
based on the four pillars I outlined in California: modern computers in every classroom, accessible 
to every student from kindergarten through the 12th grade; connections from every classroom to 
the incredible educational resources flowing throughout the world; teachers in every classroom 
who are trained to make the most of new techno logy to educate every student -- and I want to 
emphasize, one of the most important aspects of the technological revolution is the opportunities 
being opened to children so many Americans had given up on and schools that too many 
Americans had given up on -- and finally, a rich array of educational software and information 
resources. 

Today I'm announcing three steps forward that show we are turning these principles into reality. 
First, we're awarding Technology Learning Challenge Grants to 19 communities. In each 
community there's a partnership of educators, businesses, libraries, museums, and community 
groups that have come together to retool their schools for the 21st century. They are matching 
these g ran ts . They are committing hardware and software, hard work, and know-how. For 
example, in Dover, Delaware, Bell Atlantic, Lightspan Partnership, and the State education 
department are linking homes and schools through family TV sets to improve reading and 
arithmetic in the early grades. This is how these partnerships will work. 

Let me say that it costs a very modest amount of money. This is one of the discussions we have to 
have in the weeks ahead as we continue our progress toward a balanced budget. We can balance 
the budget without cutting back on our commitment to our educational future. For a very small 
amount of national money, we are leveraging much larger amounts of local resources. And I would 
say again, this is the kind of thing that the Nation ought to be doing now in the area of education 
and the sort of thing I will be trying to preserve as we negotiate the shoals of the budget 
discussions. 

The second thing I want to announce is a private sector effort making a difference in one State is 
now going nationwide. We must rely on the expertise of millions of Americans working in the 
high-tech professions. The Technology Corps brings private sector volunteers into our schools so 
that they can bring techno logy into our classrooms. It's already working in Massachusetts where 
it was started by Gary Beach, who is here with us today, to connect Massachusetts schools. And 
now we want to do this around the country. 

Finally, we're launching the American Technology Honor Society to harness the high-tech skills of 
exceptional students so they can help to expand their own school's use of technology. We have to 
remember that people born in the information age are more comfortable with it than people like 
me, who weren't. [Laughter] 

The American Techno logy Honor Society will be rooted in the National Honor Society, and it will 
be run by the National Association of Secondary School Principals. Communities, businesses, and 
governments; parents, teachers, and students — this could be the largest merger in history, with 
no questions from the Justice Department. [Laughter] Certainly it will be the most important 
partnership for the future in the United States today, working together to put a computer in every 
classroom and a computer whiz at every desk. 

Every child in America deserves the chance to get the high-tech know-how to unlock the promises 
of the 21st century — every child in America. And thanks to the statesmanship and vision of the 
people who are here with me today and many like them all around America, we are going to forge 
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a partnership to do just that. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:28 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
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We've removed the ceihng above our dreams. There are no more impossible dreams. 

~ Jesse Jackson ~ 

There are those that look at things the way they are, and ask why? I dream of things that 
never were, and ask why not. 

~ Robert F. Kennedy ~ 

If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be. 
Now put the foundations under them. 

~ Henry David Thoreau 

We grow great by dreams. All big men are dreamers. 

~ Woodrow T. Wib 

The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams. 
~Eleanor Roosevelt-

If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and eni 
has imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected... 

-Henry David Thoreau-

feavors to live the life which he 

Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you've imagined. 
-Henry David Thoreau-



Expansion Plan 
For 

Dream Academy Learning Centers 

Working together with a resource development/marketing group called the Jetson Group 
in Washington, D.C., we have developed three basic plans for expansion oflhe Dream 
Academy Learning Centers. 

• 

We have developed a partnership with leading affordable, multi-family 
housing group, Edgewood Management Corporation who has a proven 
commitment to providing quality services to its' residence. Edgewood 
currently has 20 community centers located within their properties and desires 
to partner with an organization that provides technology and educational 
services to children and youth. Edgewood has 93 properties along the 
northeast corridor that will be equipped with the wiring for computer and 
Internet access. As part of the collaboration they will donate the space for the 
centers and we will set up and operate Dream Academy Learning centers in 
these 93 sites. 

Number and location of sites: 
76 sites located throughout Maryland, Washington, D.C, and Virginia 
5 - New Jersey 
3 - Pennsylvania 
3 - Kentucky 

- Oklahoma 
- Missouri 
- Ohio 
Texas 

- New York 

Demographics: multi-family units consisting of low-income families received 
Section 8 housing assistance; many units are located in urban cities and a few 
rural communities. 
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Dream Academy Learning Center 
At 

Ferebee Hope Community Services Center 

Location: 3855 8"̂  Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 

Phone: a89<mS29m 

Director: Wayne Harris, MSW 

Assistant: Cuiiuitl^ uitu utuiiig Fui pujitiuii 

Grand Opening: March 6, 2000 

Number of Students: 140 

Programs Offered: 

Academic Curriculum 

> Grade Range: 2'"' - 5"' grades 
> Fourth and fifth grades work on The Learning OdysseyTM curriculum 
> 2 and 3̂  grades currently working on CD-ROM based reading and math 

programs and the Internet for drills and games 
> By the end of August all grades will work on The Learning Odyssey™ 

curriculum 
> 10 students per class 

> Schedule of classes: Monday-Friday ^'^"^^'^/-j/-';:x-j 

10:30 - 11:15 AM ' ^ - • ^ • - ^ - - v , . 

1:35-2:15 PM 

2:20-3:05 PM 

Mentor Program: After school mentoring program designed to help increase: self esteem 
respect and concern for the surrounding community, promote healthy social development' 
and motivate and inspire participants to do well in school. 

College Preparation: Scho/arshop"^ a pvogram of CSFA, is a curriculum and resource 
center designed to motivate and prepare young people to achieve their full potential as 
students and as productive members of society. 



Job Skills Training: Teaching work skills to young adults through the Internet using the 

ZflZ ^̂ '"'̂  '' ' ' ' ̂ "̂  ^̂ -̂  P-P'̂  ^ -
Parent Classeŝ  Teach basic and advanced computing to the parents of participants who 
are trying to obtain or improve skills for employment advancement. P ^ wno 

Parent Outreach 

> Director to make at least one home visit per year 

> Host a Parent Night program 

> Offer Parent computer classes 

> Send home meaningful quarterly reports 

> Encourage parents to come into the center to talk with Director about child's 
progress 

> Invite parents to community service seminars 

Community Outreach 

> Host community services seminars - 10 throughout the year - where parents and 
students are invited to come learn more about and interact with community 
services providers in their community. 

> Invite community businesses and service providers to present at community 
service seminars 

> Participate in community events, i.e.. Community Day in July 

> Recruit mentors from community employers, schools, assisted living facilities 
police athlete league, etc. 
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hildU 
E-Knowledge Leaders Overview 

\ . - (|̂ t>» The Learning Odyssey allows learners to progress naturally in 
ryf\ an interactive environment that is tailored to nneet 

' individual needs. TLO includes: 

^ . tA^^^< v\t • Compretiensive curriculum that exceeds national 
ivV.Y^^ , and state standards 

V-*^ vX̂  V'^* Optional placement testing of the student 

B ^ i : ^ J^^^^C^ \ ) ^ • '^^''y student lessons (over 600 lesson activities per 
. grade) 

^flj^ * Educational Internet links that stimulate the student 
(content controlled) 

• Immediate interaction between ChildU teacher and 
c- -; . student via email 

7 ™ • Self assessment provides immediate feedback 

• Benchmark assessments 

--"-^^i-l^--/-:- • Optional end-of-year standardized testing 



hildU 
Curriculum 

E-Knowledge Leaders 

The Learning Odyssey curriculum structure is firmly based on the highest 
academic standards and focuses on achievement of both skills and 
knowledge. 

Content Standards: Content standards are the primary structural unit of the 
TLO curriculum. Content standards refer to what students should know and 
be able to do in each of the academic areas. 

Performance Standards: Each content standard is associated with 1 to 30 
performance standards that describe how learners will demonstrate that 
they ore mastering that content standard. 

TLO provides eight subject areas that meet these content standards: 

•Language .Art 
Arts -Music 
•Math •Technology 
•Science -Life Skills 

; : •Social Studies 



hUdU 
E-Knowledge Leaders 

Findings by the American Association ofScfiooi 
Administrators ("PreDarina Schools and Snhnni <?ixcf^rv^c 
for the 21 Century^: 

Customized Learning Environment 

"Schools must offer flexibility that enables 
teachers to create different learning 
environments not limited by seat time, but 
what is actually learned." 

Self Learning 
"All children should be engaged in 
continuous self-learning and possess the 
know-how to access information sources 
without the immediate help of teachers." 

Around the Clock Education 
Schools must become "digital hubs, which 
will be open electronically 24 hours a day 
seven days a week, 365 days a year..." 



The 

Lm G 3 j r n I n Q Ihe fonowing sources were consulted in the 
' development of conte 

Ttie Learning Odyssey. 

m'^^fmm m m m M M ^ 
1 y ^ g j ^ C / ^ / y ® development of content standards for 

• N a t i o n a l Counc i l of Teachers o f Eng l ish and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Read ing Assoc ia t ion (1996) 
Standards for the English Language Arts. Urbana, Illinois and Newark, Delaware. 

• N a t i o n a l Counc i l f o r the Social S tud ies . (1994). Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
Washington, D.C. 

°^ of Mathematics. (1989). Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for 
School Mathematics. Reston, Virginia. 

• A m e r i c a n Assoc ia t ion fo r t he A d v a n c e m e n t of Science. (1993). Benchmarks for Science 
Literacy: Project 2061. New York: Oxford University Press. 

• G e o g r a p h y Educat ion S tandards P ro jec t . (1994). National Geography Standards. Washington, 

•Cen te r f o r Civic Educat ion. (1994). National Standards for Civics and Government. Calabasas 
Lalirornia. 

•Core K n o w l e d g e Foundat ion . (1995). Core Knowledge Sequence. Charlottesville, Virginia. 

^ N e w S t a n d a r d s Pro ject . (1997). Performance Standards, Vol. 1 . , Elementary School. Washington, 

• I n t e r n a t i o n a l Soc ie ty for Techno logy in Educat ion. (1998). National Educational Technology 
Standards for Students. Eugene, Oregon. 



hildU 
E-Knowledge Leaders 

Headquartered in Bloomington, Indiana, AIT has pioneered both the 
design and application of a variety of new classroom technologies and 
programs. AIT has also emerged as a leading source of new ideas and 
policies in education and technology. 

AIT projects have received support from federal and private institutions 
corporate sponsors and other partners. They have worked cooperatively 
with these groups to develop more than thirty-five major curriculum series 
in twenty-five years. 

AIT currently offers more than 160 leaming resource products Amona 
them are: ^ 

• Slim Goodbody 
• Minds on Science 
• Head to Toe 
• Math Works 



Biographical Sketcti of Wintley A. Phipps 

Mr. Wintley Augustus Phipps was born in Trinidad, West Indies and raised in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada. He matriculated througti Ctiristian academy 
(Kingsway College), then through Oakwood College of Huntsville, Alabama 
where he received his Bachelors of Arts Degree in Religion. He received a 
Masters of Divinity Degree from Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan. 

Mr. Phipps is a spirit-filled preacher, world-renowned vocal artist, and innovative 
initiator of special projects. He is the founder and president of the U.S. Dream 
Academy, Inc, a non-profit organization dedicated to providing an on-line, values-
based, interactive, tutorial and remedial education courseware to at risk children 
and youth through community Family Learning Centers. 

He currently serves on the Board of Directors of Citizens' Scholarship Foundation 
of America and has served on several boards such as the Council for Religious 
Freedom, Prison Fellowship Ministries and also served as a member of the 
Children, Youth and Families Initiative Advisory Team for PFM. He served as the 
Assistant to the President of Oakwood College in Huntsville, Alabama, Assistant 
to the President of Bowie State College in Bowie, Maryland, and later became 
the founder the International Institute for Religious Freedom. 

Mr. Phipps has been the featured speaker and performer at many notable 
occasions world wide. He has sung for Presidents William Jefferson Clinton and 
Ronald Reagan at several of their Prayer Breakfasts. He performed for both the 
1984 and 1988 National Democratic Convention, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
television special, Dr. Robert Schuler=s Hour of Power Telecast, The Billy 
Graham Crusades, the Vatican, the National Easter Seal Telethon, the Spicer 
College Celebration, the Son City Crusade, the Rosa Parks Birthday Celebration, 
and special guest soloist at Diana Ross' wedding ceremony in England. He also 
conducts gospel music lectures on several continents such as Europe, Australia, 
Africa and the United States. 

Mr. Phipps has performed on Saturday Night Live as well as Sunday Live and 
has been the special guest on the Oprah Winfrey Show and CBS Nightwatch. 
Mr. Phipps was nominated for a Grammy Award in 1988 and again 1989. He is 
the author of the book Power of A Dream (1996), founder of Songs of Freedom 
Publishing Company and Coral Records Recording Company 

Mr. Phipps is currently serving as the Pulpit Pastor of the Seabrook Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in the Potomac Conference. He is also serving as the 
Assistant to the President for Congressional Affairs for the General Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists. 



Mr. Wintley A. Phipps is married to the lovely Linda Diane Galloway Phipps (an 
RN) and they have been blessed with three fine sons: Wintley Augustus, II, 
Winston Adriel, and Wade Alexander. 



Bio for C. Diane Wallace Booker, Esq. 

C. Diane Wallace Booker currently serves as the Vice President for Operations and 
Finance for the U.S. Dream Academy and is an officer of the organization. 

Ms. Wallace Booker received her bachelor of science degree in Communications and 
graduated cum laiide from Bowie State University in 1992. She received her Juris Doctor 
degree from the University of Maryland School of Law in 1996. While in law school Ms. 
Wallace Booker was a legal advocate for at-risk children and their families who suffered 
from lead paint poisoning while living in sub-standard housing. She also participated in 
the Law & Health Care Program where she developed an interest in equality and health 
care issues for the poor, women and the elderly. 

Before coming to the Dream Academy, Ms. Wallace Booker worked for the Howard 
County Circuit Court where she implemented the first Family Law Case Management 
system for the county while building her private law practice in Maryland. 

Ms. Wallace Booker first became interested in the Dream Academy after a providential 
meeting occurred between her and Mr. Phipps. From that meeting, grew a desire to assist 
Mr. Phipps with his dream of changing lives in a positive and powerful way. In 1998, 
Ms. Wallace Booker began working as a volunteer and helped to shape the Dream 
Academy during the developmental stages. Soon, she was working tlill-time for the 
Dream Academy heading up the operations, finance and fund-raising functions of the 
organization and serving as in-house counsel. 

"This is one of the most exciting times in my life, 1 am achieving my dreams of helping 
to create opportunities for children and youth who have so much potential yet so little 
opportunities to refine their skills and talents. We are building a vehicle that will create 
opportunities for refinement not only in academics, but also in the area of technology ." 



U.S. Dream Academy 
Board of Directors 

March 23,1999 - March 2000/2001 

Delbert W. Baker, Ph.d serves as the current president of Oakwood College, a historically black 
college located in Huntsville, Alabama, 

Admiral Barry Black, Presidential appointee to serve as Chief of Chaplains for the United States 
Navy. Admiral Black was the first African-American to hold this position and is in charge of all 
Navy Chaplains worldwide. 

Dr. Benjamin Carson, world-renowned pediathc neurosurgeon. Dr. Carson is currently the Chief 
of Pediatric Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University Hospital 

Mssr. Graham Ferguson Lacy, British financier who resides in the Isle of Man, United Kingdom. 
Mr. Lacy is a successful businessman and minister. 

Mr. Melvin Ming, is the Chief Financial Officer and Vice President of Administration and 
Operations for The Musuem of Television and Radio. Mr. Ming has made his name in saving 
non-profit organizations from bankruptcy and maintaining good financial standing. 

Dr. Deborah Myers, MSW & Phd, is a social worker for the Disthct of Columbia and has had 
many years expehence working with at-risk children and youth. Ms. Myers has also recently 
completed her doctoral degree in Divinity at Howard University. 

Mr. William Nelson, President of Citizen's Scholarship Foundation of America (CSFA). CSFA is 
the nation's largest private-sector scholarship foundation in the country and is ranked the number 
one educational non-profit organization in the country by the Journal of Philanthropy. Mr. Nelson 
serves as the Chairman of the Board for U.S. Dream Academy, Inc. 

Dr. Cynthia Powell-Hicks, a psychologist who owns and operates Hudson Lyndsey Psy Med, 
Inc., Foster Home Finders and Group Home for Abused Children. 

Benjamin Reaves, D. Min, Vice President of Ministhes for Adventist Health Care and the former 
Chairman of the Board for the United Negro College Fund. 

Dr. L'Tonya Sloan, President and Founder of The Ed-Tech Group, a consulting firm that 
specializes in education technology and the evaluation of educational program effectiveness 

Mr. Jody Victor, President & CEO of Marker Man Productions, a worldwide distribution company 
and member of the Board of Directors for the Amway Corporation. 

Mr. Calvin Wiese, President of HealthMagic, Inc., a company that has pioneered the 
development of online, Internet based personal health management tools. Mr. Wiese is the 
former Chief Financial Officer for Adventist Health System, which includes the Florida Hospital, 
the largest hospital in the country, based on admissions. 

Ms. Carol H. Williams, founder and president of Carol H. Williams Advertising Agency, a multi-
million dollar business, who is most famous for the Secret™ advertising campaign, "strong 
enough for a man, but made for a woman" and many other popular campaigns. 



Dr. David Williams, Senior Research Scientist and Professor of Sociology at The University of 
Michigan, Institute for Social Research. Dr. Williams has authored numerous research reports on 
the effects of racism on the health of African Americans and various other topics related to the 
health of African Americans. 
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spotiight on excellence 

'Dancing Chicago sculptures" 
by lakeysha D., age 15, 
Lawrence Hall Youth services, 
Chicago, used with 
permission. 

Building Dreams for Children of Prisoners 

William Ne/sen and wintley Phipps 

Among tiie casualties tiiat result from locking up millions of adults are tiie citildren of these prisoners. These 
youngsters are often unfairly stigmatized by the criminal status of their parent and are at great r/sit for scliool 
failure and delinquency. This article describes the innovative Dream Academy project, which is using "liigh 
tech and high touch" interventions to reach this population. 

F
ar too often, children of prisoners become pris­
oners themselves. Statistics have shown that the 
children of prisoners are six times more likely 
than other children to be incarcerated at some 
point in their lives. In fact, more than two thirds 

of the juveniles in our nation's criminal justice system ei­
ther have a parent or other close family member in prison. 
These facts suggest that a primary concern for adults try­
ing to help troubled kids in the new millennium must be 
the sons and daughters of those adults who are currently 
in our criminal justice system. Reaching this vulnerable 
group of young people with the proper and necessary ser­
vices will have a profound impact on the families of pris­
oners and could potentially reduce the high rate of 
incarceration in this country. The U.S. incarceration rate of 
672 inmates per 100,000 residents is higher than that of any 
Dther country except Russia. 

The exact number of children of prisoners is unknown; 
however, conservative estimates have placed it at upwards 
of 1.5 million. The U.S. Department of Justice reported that, 
as of the end of 1998, more than 1.8 million men and women 
were behind bars in this country, including 1,178,978 state 
prisoners, 123,041 federal inmates, and approximately 
592,000 in local jails. 

Needs of the Children of Prisoners 

The needs of the children of prisoners are numerous and 
complex. When a parent is incarcerated, the child experi­
ences feelings of loss; trauma; and physical, social, and 
emotional problems, including failure in school and delin­
quency (Adalist-Estrin, 1995). In addition, these children 
often feel penalized or rejected by society and become 

reclaiming children and youth 8:4 winter 2000 0 pp. 239-241 239 
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Gospel Star 
Ministering 
To Children 
Most at Risk 

STAN SIMPSON 

W
itli his riveting bass 
tiaritone and soulful 
gospel singing. 
Wintley Phipps is 

Indml blessed 
The ordained minister Crom 

Maryland has appeawd on 
"Oprali." "Saturday Ntght Live" 
and "Soul Train." He was a 
featured performer at the 1984 and 
1988 National Democratic 
conventions, has sung duets with 
Patti LaBelle and Melissa 
Manchester and soloed at Diana 
Ross' wedding. 

If Fay Allen got gajne. Wintley 
Phipps got pipes. 

But it wasn't until he Joined the 
national Prison Fellowship 
Ministries and began performing 
for pri.soners across the country 
tliat he found his true calling -
educating children of prlsonurs 
and young people deemed "at 
risk" 

Phipps, at the request of ttie 
prison ministry group and along 
with several scholars, conducted a 
study last year on the "life 
oufcomes"of children of prisoners. 

They found that 80 percent to 70 
percent of juveniles in Jail are 
children or relatives of convicts. 
Eighty porcant of prison males are 
liJgh school dropouts, or 
f\inctlonally illiterate. Most ar* 
African Americans or Latinos. 

"It blew me away." said Phipps, 
44,» short sturdy, balding man 
with a warm smile. I met him af̂ er 
his performance at a leadership 
seminar at the University of 
Maryland two weeks ago. 

"A lot cif us Ar'W K rrsllv 
imrlPist.Tinl U'h9t tint ni"3t\5 VMitil 
wp rpflUy spo !t," he .^lid "II *v?r. 
not until I wpni into Ampri'-J-'s 
pri.sons thflt I .'WW wliat s mi 
Riiii how m.inv .Aĵ ican AniPfic t̂is 
arp ly-'iind those br̂ rs t rp l̂iJed 
somrthitiK hfld he rlon"* " 

Fhipvw last year formpd U S 
Dream Arailpmy lt\r , a iionptofit 
edunatinn program, to provirie 
l-ctnpr|if(l nftrr srhcol tutnritlB for 
kids who havp ttxiviblc reaclin? ard 
wltlng 

The ntganlzflti'̂ n, wtiich 
s'X'kin^ roip'.nstF ^IK1 iJnvatP 
dollars, pl.ms tn partner unth 
chimhes or f chools and use 
interactive eduniional soflwaie 
feuturing the Bible as it.s tending 
source. Hie teachcj s and tutors 
would hp IVid by the acndrriiy The 
prugt;am would he an option?! on 
putting to rp?l ixjtential debates 
about rhiirch and ptate 

,K (fotl i-enfpi-pd ciUrii'uluni 
would tp.ir.h literae-,, rhat aciet 
builfllriK, lioRlth education and 
ILfestjle altornnti\ e5 to dnig.';. 
t0b?irr,0 (Wld g.TtlR";. 

'•Yo\i have to inrre.i.«p the 
dpnsity of cat inn, lonng adult-s in 
(lie llfp orbit of these kids." Phipp? 
paid "F-vpry time they turn around 
tiipy've got to huinp into sotripbody 
who Is crnzy about them Rnd about 
God. and obout Rootl thlnps." 

Phipps believea as do L that if 
you can get yoiuig pwpio excited 
about reading and more spiritually 
centered much of ovu- literacy 
problem would he ellminaMl. If so, 
the nation's e.rvIo<ling p ison 
jwpulation. which has doubled In 
the past >Tars, might actually be 
reduretl. 

Of Connecticut"̂  appi oximately 
16,000 iiunates, 71 peirent are 
African Amriicans and LiUnos. 
Tlu-ee-quarters of the entire 
population don't have higher than 
a iZfh Rrade education. 

Jesse Jackson, who spoke at 
Trinity College rncently, sairl 
across urbar. America he sees two 
things: "second class schools and 
first class jails." The reading levels 
and dropoiit rate? in Hartford's 
schools are among the worst in tlie 
.itate. Meanwhile, In the past 
decade, Connecticut d'omped more 
than $1 billion Into prison 
expansion and construction. 

In other words, If we don't try a 
n«w approach, our capital city's 
public sc-hools will end up sendnij 
as a farm system fbr our .Jells 



SUMMER 1999 

PEOPLE-POWERED 
SOLUTIONS TO 
COMMUNITY 
PROBLEMS 

VOLUME 3 • NUMBER 1 

U.S. Dream Academy 
The brainstorm of minister and 

motivational speaker Wintley 
Phipps, U.S. Dream Academy hopes 
to combat the odds against chil­
dren with parents in prison. 

The Academy will operate before-
and after-school family learning 
centers designed to help children 
achieve economic skills, health edu­
cation, basic academic skills, and 
character building and moral educa­
tion through an Internet-based cur­
riculum. Initially, it will be offered 
for kindergarten to grade 6. 

A mentor will be assigned to 
each child to help him or her 
through the computer-based learn­
ing program. Ideally, each site will 
serve 20 children, with computers 
for each. "It's high-tech and high-
touch," says vice president C. Diane 
Booker Wallace. 

U.S. Dream Academy is now decid­
ing on pilot sites for the program, 
which has been in development the 

past five years. All the information 
needed to establish a Dream 
Academy would be available on-line, 
from how to recruit volunteers to 
fundraising and curriculum. The goal 
is to link all elements of the commu­
nity to the academies, from schools 
and churches to hospitals and the 
legal system. Current partners include 
the Citizens' Scholarship Foundation 
and the National Association of 
Former Foster Care Children. 

Children with a parent in prison 
are six times more likely to 
become prisoners themselves, 
Wallace says. "When these kids 
fall behind in school, there's no 
one to take the time to get them 
up to speed." Among prison popu­
lations, illiteracy is nearly 80%, 
she says. "We're trying to inter­
vene, to break that cycle." 

U.S. Dream Academy, 800-USDREAM; 
www.usdreamacademy.org 



THE U.S. DREAM ACADEMY 

Thank you for your interest in the U.S. Dream Academy, an organization dedicated to 
making America a better place by starting with the most significant members of society: our 
children. While America has always been the land of opportunity, too many children are faced 
with problematic home lives, resulting in a general lack of support and educational guidance. 
Specifically, the children of our nation's prisoners 
are often victims of unfortunate circumstances. They are more likely to drop out of school and 
much less likely to pursue educational opportunities. 
Research shows that the children of prisoners have a higher incidence of 
under-achievement in school and social settings, as well as a tendency to incur 
problems with the law. 

The U.S. Dream Academy is here to stop this vicious cycle and show that with the 
right tools and guidance, a child can achieve anything, regardless of how they got 
their start in life. By giving youths education, encouragement, and confidence, we can 
provide them with the hope and opportunity they need to become great achievers. 
Please take a moment to read over our mission, goals, and the rest of our web site. 
You'll see that the U.S. Dream Academy is already making a difference, and the more 
support we get, the greater impact we'll have on bettering the lives of our nation's 
children. 

U.S. DreamAcadeniyJ 
6395-DobbnrRoad^ite 202 ^ 
Columbia, MD 21045\ , / 
800) USDREAM ) 

Wintley Phipps. President, C E O ^ 
C. Diane Wallace-Booker, VP Operations 
Timothy Henderson, Director - Programs and Technology 
Devie Phipps, Office Manager 



HISTORY 

Rising to a challenge by members of Cengre^ to hel^ensure that America's children 
would not fall behind in the infonnation ageVWintley PhippMbrmed a vision within his heart to 
create a values-centered Intemet based leaHiin^TwegrafnTor at-risk children and youth. This 
vision would place special emphasis on the children of prisoners and those children in danger of 
school failure due to a lack of proper academic, social, and financial support. 

The U.S. Dream Academy was founded in 1998 in the state of Florida as a 501(c)(3)non-
profit organization. A small well-trained staff, headquartered in Columbia, Maryland directs the 
U.S. Dream Academy and reports to a national 17 member board. In addition to overseeing the 
work of each Dream Academy Leaming Center, developing new sites as the program grows and 
linking every youth member and family via the Intemet, the staff will oversee constant 
curriculum refinement as well as continuing training for staff and volunteers. 

Our primary goal is to empower at-risk children and youth to achieve their dreams by 
provide enrichment and basic skills training in three critical areas: 

Academic tutoring and enrichment for students falling behind in school. 
Siocial enrichment through values-centered mentoring programs, and 

Tgchnolo^ifiaLgnrichment through the use and mastery of computers and the 
Intemet. 

This mission will be mainly carried out in "Dream Academy Leaming Centers" where 
students will have access to a personal computer, the Intemet (with security features) and our 
website. Under the guidance of a Center Director each child will use a self-paced, individualized 
tutorial program that identifies key skills that he/she may be missing and focus on bringing that 
child up to grade level and beyond. Also, each child will be paired with a mentor for social 
enrichment. 

"A Child without a Dream is a Child without a Future" 



MISSION STATEMENT 

Empower at-risk children and youth to maximize their potential by 
providing them with academic, social and values enrichment through 

supportive mentoring and the use of technology. 

PURPOSE/ VISION 

To make a positive difference in people's lives by providing them with educational 
support, social enrichment, skills enhancement and values training. 

KEY GOALS 

Academic 
Enhance the academic performance and capabilities of children and youth that are 
experiencing difficulty in school by offering valuable tutoring and academic support. 

Social 
Instill values and enrich the lives of children and youth by offering them confidence-
building mentoring programs. 

Technological 
Provide both youth and adults with the computer skills necessary to succeed in today's 
technology-focused society. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

January 19, 2000 

MEETING WITH WINTLEY PHIPPS 

DATE: January 20, 2000 
LOCATION: Oval Office 
EVENT TIME: 9:45am - 10:00am 
FROM: Karen Tramontane 

Bruce Reed 
Eric Liu 

I. PURPOSE 

To fulfill Wintley Phipps' request to meet with you to discuss the U.S. Dream Academy. 

I I . BACKGROUND 

You will be meeting with Wintley Phipps. Phipps is President of the U.S. Dream 
Academy, an extended leaming time program for at-risk youth. As you know, he is also 
a Grammy-nominated singer and a minister. Phipps was last at the White House last 
November 9, to sing at the ceremony honoring the Little Rock Nine. This memo 
provides background on the U.S. Dream Academy, describes the nature of his request, 
and lays out three options for action. 

U.S. Dream Academy 

The Academy is an after-school program in Columbia, Maryland for students who are 
academically at-risk. The Academy works primarily with students whose parents are 
incarcerated. Research indicates that these children are likely to become incarcerated 
themselves: more than 60 percent of people currently incarcerated come from families 
where there was criminal activity. The U.S. Dream Academy works to break this cycle. 

Churches play a major role in the Academy's work, which has a significant faith and 
values component. Phipps also wants private sector entities to play a greater role, 
particularly because he is focusing on teaching technology skills and using technology to 
deliver high-quality content. There are substantial costs associated with these activities. 

Last year the Department of Labor's Employment and Training Administration awarded 
the academy a one-year grant of $100,000 that Phipps is hoping to renew for two 
additional years. NFL Charities have also donated $15,000, and Exxon has provided 
$25,000 in computer equipment. The Academy is now using this funding to start a 



demonstration site in Southeast Washington, DC that Phipps hopes to open this spring. 
Phipps' long-term vision is to start academies in cities across the country, linking them 
interactively and using online content for instmction. 

Meeting Agenda 

This meeting is the outgrowth of a letter that Phipps sent you recently asking to meet and 
discuss the U.S. Dream Academy. Phipps needs more funding to get the demonstration 
site off the ground. He is planning to brief you on developments to date and ask you for 
additional support. 

Possible Suggestions for Phipps 

• After-school: Because the academy provides supplemental learning, Phipps may be 
able to work with local schools and secure an after-school/summer school grant from 
the 2P' Century Community Learning Centers program at the Education Department. 
The fact that the program is not housed in a school may be problematic, but you can 
suggest that Phipps pursue this source. Bear in mind, however, that this program ~ 
like the Labor Department program that currently funds the Academy — is mn on a 
competitive basis, and that there are no guarantees he would be able to secure a grant. 

• Charter schools: Although charter school laws vary by state, in many states what 
Phipps is creating would qualify as a charter school. You can suggest that he 
investigate trying to open the U.S. Dream Academy as a charter school and access 
funds that way. In the District of Columbia, where his demonstration site is located, 
charter schools receive 100 percent of the per-pupil expenditure. 

• Your personal support: A show of support from you, indicating that you share 
Phipps's commitment to the Academy's mission, could also help him as he works to 
secure private sector support. You could offer to write a letter, record a video, or in 
some other way publicly indicate support for the academy. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

YOU 
Wintley Phipps, President, U.S. Dream Academy 
Karen Tramontane 
Bmce Reed or"Eric Liu 
Andrew Rotherham 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Closed press. 



V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

YOU will greet Wintley Phipps and have a brief meeting with him. 
Wintley Phipps will depart. 

VI . REMARKS 

None required. 
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flTHE U S DREAM ACADEMY Is the vision ol Wintley Phipps, internationally noted minister singer '^''^''''^^^^^^^^^ 

ing in school. 

make extensive use ot Internet based learning programs. 

HEach center will offer a variety of effective motivational and 
learning activities, including; a comprehensive internet based 
academic curriculum, focusing on basic skills and supplemen­
tary education; CSFA's ScholarShop, a program that motivates 
students to stay in school and prepare for postsecondary educ-

,ion; a values-basad curnculum, encouraging a positive, meaninglul, and rewarding lifestyle; lamily support programs; and ennch-
ing and fun activities lor youth and families. 

. Individual mentoring for personal and academic growth 

Incentives, tools and opporlunilies and hope lor a bnght future 
• charac ter development 

U. S. DREAM ACADEMY 

U . S . D r e a m A c a d e m y i s n o w O N L I N E 
w w w - u s d r e a m a c 3 d e m y . o r g 
C h e c k u s o u t o n t h e w e b ! 
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What is the Dream Academy Learning Center? 

The Dream Academy Leaming Center is the tutoring center for the 21" 
Century. The center is equipped with state-of-the art computers, a 
sophisticated networking system, and super-fast connection to the 
Intemet using a digital subscriber line (DSL). At the center, students, 
K-12 will have the opportunity to receive tutoring in the areas of 
Reading, Math, Science, History and Language Arts. Using an 
automated assessment, students will be given an individualized 
curriculum that focuses on their area of weakness in order to help 
students gain mastery and comprehension of the subject area. 

What will my child learn while at the Center? 

Each child will take an assessment on the computer. The assessment 
will show us where your child needs specific help and in what areas. 
We have an assessment that covers areas such as Reading, Math, 
Science, History and Language Arts. Currently, we only offer 
assessments for grades 3-6, however, by next year, we will offer 
assessment and instruction for grades K-12. 

What other types of programs do you ofler? 

Scholarshop'" '̂xhis program is designed to motivate and prepare 
young people to achieve their fiill potential as students and as 
productive members of society. This program helps middle school; 
junior high and senior high school students access information about 
college opportunities and seeks to increase the number of high school 
graduates and college-going rate of Scholarshop^^ participants. 

Work Keys^ - this computerized program has identified over 2,500 
jobs in the United States and has designed a certified training course for 
students and adults to complete. Many companies accept this training 
as proof that an individual has the skills to perform the job. Work Keys 
offers a new approach to bridge the gap between levels of job skills 
needed in the workplace and the actual skill levels of employees. 

^ 1 Mentoring - an after school mentoring program will be available foi 
^ — / participants of the Dream Academy Learning Center. Mentors will 

activities with the children, help with homework, and help build sell 
confidence and motivation through positive interaction and skill 
building. 

How can my child be involved? 

If your child attends the Ferebee Hope Elementary School, your chil 
has the opportunity to be involved in the Dream Academy Leaming 
Center during the school day. For instruction during the school day, 
contact the elementary school to find out how your child can 
participate. For tutoring after school hours, please contact Wayne 
HamMSeatei Diiunui atttfliy«a-a?afl^itaaB. 

Are there courses for adults? 

We will offer computer classes for adults in the near future. Please 
check back writh us during the summer to find out more about enrolli 
for a computer-training course or the Work Keys program. We wan 
provide relevant courses for the adults within the Far South East 
community and would very much appreciate your comments on wha 
type of programming we should consider for adult training. 

What are the hours? 

Initially, the center will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monda 
through Friday. We will extend to evening hours when we offer adu 
computer and job skills training. The Ferebee Hope Elementary 
students will have classes Monday - Tnursday between the hours of 
10:30 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. 

How much will it cost? 

.All of the courses and sen ices offered tlu-ougli the Drudni Academy 
Leaming Center are free of charge. 

c 
n 
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Expansion Plan 
For 

Dream Academy Learning Centers 

Working together with a resource development/marketing group called the .letson Group 
in Washington, D.C, we have developed three basic plans for expansion of the Dream 
Acadeiny Leaming Centers. 

We have developed a partnership with leading affordable, multi-family 
housing group, Edgewood Management Corporation who has a proven 
commitment to providing quality services to its' residence. Edgewood 
currently has 20 community centers located within their properties and desires 
to partner with an organization that provides technology and educational 
.services to children and youth. Edgewood has 93 properties along the 
northeast corridor that will be equipped with the wiring for computer and 
Internet access. As part of the collaboration they will donate the space for the 
centers and we will set up and operate Dream Academy Learning centers in 
these 93 sites. 

Number and location of sites: 
76 sites located throughout Maryland, Washington, D.C, and Virginia 
5 - New Jersey 
3 - Pennsylvania 
3 - Kentucky 
2 - Oklahoma 
2 - Missouri 
2 - Ohio 
1 - Texas 
1 - New York 

Demographics: multi-family units consisting of low-income families received 
Section 8 housing assistance; many units are located in urban cities and a few 
rural communities. 
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Dream Academy Learning Center 
At 

Ferebee Hope Community Services Center 

Location: 3855 g•h Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 

Phone:~ 

Director: Wayne Harris, MSW 

. 11'411\ ~-\1:..r \ ~1..1 r\C.c::a.<o, '2.~ 
Assistant: Gu11c1uly mtc1 ••cwmgvr f'6Sthe" 

Grant.I Opening: March 6, 2000 

NumberofStudents: 140 

Programs Offered: 

Academic Curriculum 

>:- Grade Range: 2"11 
- 5111 grades 

>:- fourth crnd fifth grades work on The Learning Odyssey™ curriculum 
~ 211

d and 3rd grades currently working on CD-ROM based reading and math 
programs and the Internet for drills and games 

~ By the end of August all grades will work on The Learning Odyssey™ 
curriculum 

>:- I 0 students per class 

~ Schedule of classes: Monday - Friday 

10:30- 11:15 AM 

1:35-2:15PM 

2:20 - 3:05 PM 

Mentor Program: After school mentoring program designed to help increase: self esteem, 
respect and concern for the surrounding community, promote healthy social development, 
and motivate and inspire pa11icipants to do well in school. 

Co//egl! Preparulivn: SchvlarshopTM a program ofCSFA, is a curriculum and resource 
center designed to motivnte and prepare young people to achieve their full potential as 
students and ns productive members of society. 

p.4 
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Job Skills Training: Teaching work skills to young adulrs through the Internet using the 
WorkKeys curriclum to test aptitude and ability and prepare young people for a career in 
over 2.500 different areas. 

Parenr Classes: Teach basic and advanced computing to the parents of participants who 
are trying to obtain or improve skills for employment advancement. 

Parent Outreach 

~ Director to make at least one home visit per year 

~ Host a Parent Night program 

~ Offer Parent computer classes 

~ Send home meaningful quarterly reports 

);. Encourage parents to come into the center lo talk with Director about child's 
progress 

~ Invite parents to community service seminars 

Community Outreach 

~ Host community services seminars- 10 throughout the year- where parents and 
stu<..lents are invited lo come learn more about and interact with community 
services providers in their community. 

);. Invite community businesses and service providers to present at community 
service seminars 

~ Participate in comi11Unity events, i.e., Community Day in July 

~ Recruit mentors from community employers, schools, assisted living facilities, 
police athlete league, etc. 

04/13/2000 
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^ ^ ^ p \ Ad Learning Odyssey allows learners to progress r^aturally in 
1 ^ ^ ^ r)(^ an interactive environment that is tailored to meet 

S ^ . 1 ^ ' 1^ individual needs. TLO includes: 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ «^ ^Jf ̂  • Compretienslve curriculum that exceeds national 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ v j ^ t ^ vo^ , and state standards 

i ^ ^ ^ M ^ V ^ V* ^ Optional placement testing of the student 

' M m m ^ i m - : ^ ^ 6 ^ C/>̂  V* • Daily student lessons (over 600 lesson activities per 
^ m m m ! ^ . ^ ' ^ S ^ , ^ ^ grade) 

^ v ^ ^ : XXV• • Educational Internet links that stimulate the student 
^ i ^ C ^ (content controlled) 

-i;: ;̂  ^ , • Immediate interaction between ChildU teacher and 
c 

3 

student via email 

J ^ ' S S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' assessment provides immediate feedback 

' : j ' ^ i : : ^ ^ i ^ ^ - '-',:r̂  • Benchmark assessments 

? ' S ^ J ^ I F ^ : S"; '^^^ ' ' * Optional end-of-year standardized testing 
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The Learning Odyssey curriculum structure is firmly based on ihA hinhoci 

o ^ k n o w r e d g e ' * ° " ' ° ' * ' " " ^ " ^ ^ ° " ochievemen^orbl^^kllJs^^^^^^^^ 

^ S ' ^ I l c l J ^ T ^ ; ^ ? ? ' the primary structural unit of the 

Performance Standards: Each content standard is associated with 1 to '̂ n 

they are mastering that content standard. 

TLO provides eight subject areas that meet these content standards: 

^ J-̂ ~-v--.Jl̂  •• :\v -Language -Art 
. '^^s 'Music 

- ^ m ^ ' ' : - '^""^^ -Technology 
S :^m:^----::^--r - . - : -Science .i ife Skills 
i - : : • : ;̂  • -Social studies 
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Biographical Sketch of Wintley A. Phipps 

Mr. Wintley Augustus Phipps was born in Trinidad, West Indies and raised in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada. He matriculated through Christian academy 
(Kingsway College), then through Oakwood College of Huntsville, Alabama 
where he received his Bachelors of Arts Degree in Religion. He received a 
Masters of Divinity Degree from Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan. 

Mr. Phipps is a spirit-filled preacher, world-renowned vocal artist, and innovative 
initiator of special projects. He is the founder and president of the U.S. Dream 
Academy, Inc, a non-profit organization dedicated to providing an on-line, values-
based, interactive, tutorial and remedial education courseware to at risk children 
and youth through community Family Learning Centers. 

He currently serves on the Board of Directors of Citizens' Scholarship Foundation 
of America and has served on several boards such as the Council for Religious 
Freedom, Prison Fellowship Ministries and also served as a member of the 
Children, Youth and Families Initiative Advisory Team for PFM. He served as the 
Assistant to the President of Oakwood College in Huntsville, Alabama, Assistant 
to the President of Bowie State College in Bowie, Maryland, and later became 
the founder the International Institute for Religious Freedom. 

Mr. Phipps has been the featured speaker and performer at many notable 
occasions world wide. He has sung for Presidents William Jefferson Clinton and 
Ronald Reagan at several of their Prayer Breakfasts. He performed for both the 
1984 and 1988 National Democratic Convention, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, 
television special. Dr. Robert Schuler=s Hour of Power Telecast, The Billy 
Graham Crusades, the Vatican, the National Easter Seal Telethon, the Spicer 
College Celebration, the Son City Crusade, the Rosa Parks Birthday Celebration, 
and special guest soloist at Diana Ross' wedding ceremony in England. He also 
conducts gospel music lectures on several continents such as Europe, Australia, 
Africa and the United States. 

Mr. Phipps has performed on Saturday Night Live as well as Sunday Live and 
has been the special guest on the Oprah Winfrey Show and CBS Nightwatch. 
Mr, Phipps was nominated for a Grammy Award in 1988 and again 1989. He is 
the author of the book Power of A Dream (1996), founder of Songs of Freedom 
Publishing Company and Coral Records Recording Company 

Mr. Phipps is currently serving as the Pulpit Pastor of the Seabrook Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in the Potomac Conference. He is also serving as the 
Assistant to the President for Congressional Affairs for the General Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists. 
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Mr. Wintley A. Phipps is married to the lovely Linda Diane Galloway Phipps (an 
RN) and they have been blessed with three fine sons: Wintley Augustus, II, 
Winston Adriel, and Wade Alexander. 
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Bio for C. Diane Wallace Booker, Esq. 

C, Diane Wallace Booker currently serves as ttie Vice President for Operations and 
Finance for the U.S. Dream Academy and is an officer of the organization, 

Ms Wallace Booker received her bachelor of science degree in Communications and 
graduated ctim laude tirom Bowie State University in 1992. She received her Juris Doctor 
degree fi-om the University of Maryland School of Law in 1996, While in law school Ms 
Wallace Booker was a legal advocate for at-risk children and their families who suffered 
from lead paint poisoning while living in sub-standard housing. She also participated in 
the Law & Health Care Program where she developed an interest in equality and health 
care issues for the poor, women and the elderly. 

Before coming to the Dream Academy, Ms, Wallace Booker worked for the Howard 
County Circuit Court where she implemented the first Family Law Case Management 
system for the county while building her private law practice in Maryland, 

Ms Wallace Booker first became interested in the Dream Academy after a providential 
meeting occurred between her and Mr, Phipps. From that meeting, grew a desire to assist 
Mr Phipps with his dream of changing lives in a positive and powerful way. In 1998, 
Ms Wallace Booker began working as a volunteer and helped to shape the Dream 
Academy during the developmental stages. Soon, she was working full-time for the 
Dream Academy heading up the operations, finance and fijnd-raising functions of the 
organization and serving as in-house counsel, 

"This is one of the most exciting times in my life, I am achieving my dreams of helping 
to create opportunities for children and youth who have so much potential yet so little 
opportunities to refine their skills and talents. We are building a vehicle that will create 
opportunities for refinement not only in academics, but also in the area of technology." 
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U.S. Dream Academy 
Board of Directors 

March 23,1999 - March 2000/2001 

Delbert W. Baker, Ph.d serves as the current president of Oakwood College, a historically black 
college located in Huntsville, Alabama, 

Admiral Barry Black, Presidential appointee to serve as Chief of Chaplains for the United States 
Navy. Admiral Black was the first African-American to hold this position and is in charge of all 
Navy Chaplains worldwide. 

Dr. Benjamin Carson, world-renowned pediatric neurosurgeon. Dr. Carson is currently the Chief 
of Pediatric Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University Hospital 

Mssr. Graham Ferguson Lacy. British financier who resides in the Isle of Man, United Kingdom 
Mr. Lacy is a successful businessman and minister. 

Mr. Melvin Ming, is the Chief Financial Officer and Vice President of Administration and 
Operations for The Musuem of Television and Radio. Mr. Ming has made his name in saving 
non-profit organizations from bankruptcy and maintaining good financial standing. 

Dr. Deborah Myers, MSW & Phd, is a social worker for the District of Columbia and has had 
many years experience working with at-risk children and youth. Ms. Myers has also recently 
completed her doctoral degree in Divinity at Howard University. 

Mr. William Nelson, President of Citizen's Scholarship Foundation of America (CSFA). CSFA is 
the nation's largest private-sector scholarship foundation in the country and is ranked the number 
one educational non-profit organization in the country by the Journal of Philanthropy Mr Nelson 
serves as the Chairman of the Board for U.S. Dream Academy, Inc. 

Dr. Cynthia Powell-Hicks, a psychologist who owns and operates Hudson Lyndsey Psy Med 
Inc , Foster Home Finders and Group Home for Abused Children. 

Benjamin Reaves. D. Min, Vice President of Ministries for Adventist Health Care and the former ; 
Chairman of the Board for the United Negro College Fund. 

Or. L'Tonya Sloan, President and Founder of The Ed-Tech Group, a consulting firm that 
specializes in education technology and the evaluation of educational program effectiveness 

Mr Jody Victor, President & CEO of Marker Man Productions, a worldwide distribution company 
and member of the Board of Directors for the Amway Corporation. 

Mr. Calvin Wiese, President of HealthMagic, Inc, a company that has pioneered the 
development of online, Internet based personal health management tools. Mr. Wiese is (he 
former Chief Financial Officer for Adventist Health System, which includes the Florida Hospital, 
the largest hospital in the country, based on admissions. 

Ms. Carol H. Williams, founder and president of Carol H. Williams Advertising Agency, a multi-
million dollar business, who is most famous for the Seeder" advertising campaign, "strong 
enough for a man, but made for a woman" and many other popular campaigns. 
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Dr. David Williams, Senior Research Scientist and Professor of Sociology at The University of 
Michigan. Institute for Social Research. Dr. Williams has authored numerous research reports on 
the effects of racism on the health of African Americans and various other topics related to the 
health of African Americans. 
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The Washington Times, March 19, 1997 

Copyright 1997 News World Communications, Inc. 
The Washington Times 

• View Related Topics 

March 19, 1997, Wednesday, Final Edition 

SECTION: Part C; METROPOLITAN TIMES; IF YOU ASK ME; Pg. C2 

LENGTH: 508 words 

HEADLINE: If there's a problem, check the foundation 

BYLINE: Patricia Wolfe; SPECIAL TO THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

BODY: 
One of the advantages of working in Annapolis during the Maryland General Assembly is having 

the opportunity to attend the legislative prayer breakfasts. These monthly, nondenominational 
meetings are planned by a group of legislators who recognize the need to maintain a base of spiritual 

nchors as they perform their work in government. The prayer breakfasts are held at the Loews Hotel 
'and usually include a prominent Christian legislator or musician whose inspirational messages are 
used to shine real light onto an often dark arena. 

Recently, we were treated to music and a message by a gentleman by the name of W in t l ey Phipps. 
Mr. Phipps is from Trinidad and now works with the Virginia-based Prison Ministries program. Mr. 
Phipps has a golden singing voice that sends shivers down your spine, but the 15 minutes of wisdom 
he shared with us before he sang was equally moving. 

He told us the story of a high-rise office building that developed a structural crack on its 14th floor. 

Understandably, the people who worked there were concerned and began searching for the architect. 
After many hours of searching on the upper floors, they found him in the basement, peering with his 
flashlight into one of its dark corners. 

"The building's falling apart!" the people told him. "There's a crack up on the 14th floor!" 

"I know," replied the architect, looking back into the corner. 

"Then what are you doing down here?" they asked. "We need you where the damage is!" 

The architect turned from his work and told them patiently, "If a building's falling apart, we need to 
examine its foundations. Look what I've found." 

m 
s it turned out, a security guard had decided to build a garage onto his own home. In an attempt to 
ave the cost of building materials, he had been chiseling bricks one at a time out of the base of the 
igh-rise and taking them home. 
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"Now," said the architect, "the building is so weak at its base that it can no longer support itself. 
Even though the crack is on the 14th floor, the problem is here in the foundation." 

r. Phipps concluded his tale with a verse from the 11th Psalm that asks the question, "If the 
undation be destroyed, what can the righteous do?" 

He then drew a parallel from the high-rise problem in his story to the problems we face today. He 
challenged the legislators to remember that trying to patch the crack on the 14th level is senseless if 
the foundation is crumbling underneath. 

"Look to the foundations," he told them. "The foundations of faith in a personal God, family and the 
freedom to pursue one's dreams. When these weaken, the structure begins to crumble and problems 
appear on our 14th floor." 

At the close of Mr. Phipps' presentation. House Speaker Casper Taylor told the 75 or so assembled 
guests, "I believe I've just heard the most important message I'll hear during the 1997 General 
Assembly." 

Ah, Mr. Speaker, how right you are. 

* Patricia Wolfe is legislative aide to Delegate Nancy Jacobs, Harford County Republican. 
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May 17,2000 

By REBECCA S. WEINER 

Making Sure Brand-New Teachers Know 
Technology 

T op executives from the technology industry are looking to 
improve technology training for teachers at the source: 
colleges and schools of education. 

Four months into the effort, the organizers of the Washington-based 
CEO Forum ~ made up of executives from Apple Computer, 
America Online, Discovery Communications, IBM and others ~ say 
they are surprised at how quickly teacher educators are adopting 
their program. 

"There were some people, when we started, who told us not to 
bother because schools of education are too intractable," said Ken 
Kay, the CEO Forum's executive director. 

The group has created the Teacher Preparation School Technology 
and Readiness (STaR) Chart, a self-evaluation tool for institutions 
that train teachers. Nearly 250 of the nation's 1,500 schools and 
colleges of education have committed to using the chart to evaluate 
their ability to give teachers technology skills. 

States with major concentrations of 
" F a c u l t y a n d technology companies and 

, , . , , J researchers have the most colleges 
s t u d e n t s s h o u l d committed to using the 
h a v e as m u c h self-evaluation tool. North 

- , , Carolina leads With 18 institutions, 
t e c h n o l o g y as t h e y California has 15, Texas has 13 
n e e d . " and New York has l l . 

"A line ought to be drawn in the 
sand, and no young person ought to graduate not knowing how to 
use technology," Kay said. 

The STaR Chart rates each institution's ability to prepare technology 
savvy teachers by asking schools to rate themselves in such areas as 
the quality of computer facilities and technology use in the 
curriculum. 

Edna Szymanski, dean of the University of Maryland at College 
Park's College of Education, said the STaR Chart is an integral part 
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of a planning process the college started a year ago. 

"By 2004, all of our graduates are going to be technically 
competent," she said, adding that the college is considering some 
type of technology exit exam for graduates. 

Stan Bennett, director of technology and teaching research and 
outreach at the University of Maryland at College Park, said all of 
the college's department heads were given a copy of the STaR Chart 
to help develop plans for meeting technology training goals. The 
college is training faculty and student mentors to help each other 
learn how to use new technologies in a teaching environment. 
Research has shown that teachers whose professors use technology 
are more likely to use it in their own classrooms, Bennett said. 

In the past, Bennett said, training has focused on separate pieces of 
software and hardware, rather than on how to integrate all of them 
into the curriculum. "The way we frequently teach technology is like 
teaching people how to build a house by taking Screwdriver 101 or 
Drilling 101, then testing in the end to see if they can build a house," 
he said. 

Bennett said the college has used the STaR Chart to help identify 
and repair its weaknesses. Already, the college is creating mobile 
technology carts that professors can roll into a classroom for specific 
lessons, rather than having to depend on a static campus computer 
lab. 

"Faculty and students should have as much technology as they 
need," he said. "If you have stationary labs, people aren't likely to 
use them and it's wasteful." 

Gary Galluzzo, dean of George Mason University's Graduate School 
of Education in Fairfax, Va., helped test the chart before its 
introduction in January. He said the final result is indispensable for 
tracking the school's progress. 

"We plan to use it annually to see where we P H u C d t i o n 
are," he said. "We prepare the people who L - u u v a i i v i i 
prepare the work force. Our obligation is to internet links of interest 
make sure every teacher leaves here to readers otlHe 
prepared." Education column 

Kay said colleges and schools have been Technolo' in the 
eager to participate, in part because the chart Classroorn 
does not aim to "grade" them. "When we : z ^ Z Z I 
started, we were going to do a report card or 
a grade, but the education groups were resistant to it," he said. "Part 
of it was to make it not threatening enough so they'll use it." 

The other goal of the chart, Kay said, is to introduce business 
concepts into education. The chart is a way to guide the colleges 
and schools in their planning and rate the success of those plans, 
much as companies would. 

"We were suggesting schools do no different than businesses do," he 
said. 
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One main difference between academia and the business world, 
however, is the rate of change. Bennett said he thinks it will take up 
to 10 years for faculty to buy fully into a technologically integrated 
curriculum, one in which the Internet and other technology is a 
crucial part of the education process. Galluzzo expects it to take his 
institution five to seven years to meet its goals. "The real key piece 
is moving all of us humans along," he said. 

Galluzzo added that the current emphasis on teacher training at the 
White House, in Congress and in the technology industry would 
help speed along the process. 

The EDUCATION column is published weekly, on Wednesdays. 
Click here for a list of links to other columns in the series. 

Related Sites 
These sites are not part of The New York Times on the Web, and The Times has 
no control over their content or availability. 

• CEO Forum 

. STaR Chart (5IK PDF file, requires Adobe Acrobat) 

• University of Maryland at College Park's College of 
Education 

• George Mason University's Graduate School of Education 
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THE HARTFORD COURANT, March 17, 1999 

Copyright 1999 The Hartford Courant Company 
THE HARTFORD COURANT 

March 17, 1999 Wednesday, STATEWIDE 

SECTION: MAIN; Pg. A3 

LENGTH: 556 words 

HEADLINE: GOSPEL STAR MINISTERING TO CHILDREN MOST AT RISK 

BYLINE: Stan Simpson; Courant Columnist 

BODY: 
With his riveting bass baritone and soulful gospel singing, Wintley Phipps is indeed blessed. 

The ordained minister from Maryland has appeared on "Oprah," "Saturday Night Live" and "Soul 
Train." He was a featured performer at the 1984 and 1988 National Democratic conventions, has 
sung duets with Patti LaBelle and Melissa Manchester and soloed at Diana Ross' wedding. 

If Ray Allen got game, Wintley Phipps got pipes. 

But it wasn't until he joined the national Prison Fellowship Ministries and began performing for 
prisoners across the country that he found his true calling -- educating children of prisoners and 
young people deemed "at risk." 

Phipps, at the request of the prison ministry group and along with several scholars, conducted a 
'study last year on the "life outcomes" of children of prisoners. 

They found that 60 percent to 70 percent of juveniles in jai l are children or relatives of convicts. 
Eighty percent of prison males are high school dropouts, or functionally ill iterate. Most are African 
Americans or Latinos. 

"n^blew me away," said Phipps, 44, a short, sturdy, balding man with a warm smile. I met hirn after 
his performance^at a leadership_sel]2inaI.atJJ:te4:^f^^ of Maryland two weeKS ago. 

"A lot of us don't really understand what that means until we really see it," he said. "It was not until I 
into America's prisons that I saw what's going on and how many African Americans are behind 
b^rs. I realized something had to be done." 

st year formed U.S. Dream Academy Inc., a nonprofit education program, to provide 
i^l after-school tutoring for kids who have trouble reading and writ ing. 

The organization, which is seeking corporate and private dollars, plans to partner with churches or 
chools and use interactive educational software featuring the Bible as its reading source. The 
eachers and tutors would be paid by the academy. The program would be an optional one, putting to 
rest potential debates about church and state. 
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A God-centered curriculum would teach literacy, character building, health education and lifestyle 
alternatives to drugs, tobacco and gangs. 

'You have to increase the density of caring, loving adults in the life orbit of these kids," Phipps said. 
"Everytime they turn around they've got to bump into somebody who is crazy about them and about 
God, and about good things." 

Phipps believes, as do I, that if you can get young people excited about reading and more spiritually 
centered, much of our literacy problem would be eliminated. If so, the nation's exploding prison 
population, which has doubled in the past 12 years, might actually be reduced. 

Of Connecticut's approximately 16,000 inmates, 75 percent are African Americans and Latinos. 
Three-quarters of the entire population don't have higher than a 12th-grade education. 

Jesse Jackson, who spoke at Trinity College recently, said across urban America he sees two things: 
"second-class schools and first-class jails." The reading levels and dropout rates in Hartford's schools 
are among the worst in the state. Meanwhile, in the past decade, Connecticut dumped more than $1 
billion into prison expansion and construction. 

In other words, if we don't try a new approach, our capital city's public schools will end up serving as 
a farm system for our jails. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON OFFERS SUPPORT TO THE DREAM ACADEMY 

In January 2000, President Bill Clinton 
initiated a meeting with U.S. Dream Academy 
president and founder Wintley Phipps, to be 
held in the Oval Office, in order to discuss the 
future initiatives and action plans for the Dream 
Academy. Proclaiming his full support of the 
U.S. Dream Academy to provide children of 
incarcerated parents with high quality 
educational resources, President Clinton 
reaffirmed the need for additional govemment 
assistance for traditionally underprivileged families. He stated that the plight of 
prisoners and the families they leave behind would be an important focus 
during his final year of administration. In the President's own words, "It has 
not received enough attention." 

President Clinton recommended several govemment aid opportunities, and 
he also suggested several ways in which his personal involvement could be 
addressed. We at the U.S. Dream Academy were hoagred wjtbJh&chance to 
speak with Presideht Clinton, and we anticipate working with him in the near 
and distant future. 
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Exxon Oil Corporation fulfills dreams at 
Ferebee Hope Community Services Center. 

In October 1999, Exxon Company, U.S.A., headquartered in 
Houston, Texas under the executive leadership of Mr. Ansel Condray, 
presented the U.S. Dream Academy with a check for $25,000 to fully 
equip our first demonstration site in Washington, D.C, with state of 
the art computers, wiring, Internet connections and printers. 

In a letter from Mr. Ansel Condray presenting the donation to the 
Academy, Mr. Condray wrote: 

"For almost 100 years, Exxon has sustained a commitment to caring 
for the community. A significant part of that effort is dedicated to 
providing educational opportunity for children. We welcome this 
opportunity to join with the U.S. Dream Academy in this educational 
outreach effort." 

Ansel Condray, President 
Exxon Company, USA 

CONTACT US I EMPLOYMENT | OUR PARTNERS | SITE MAP | NEWSROOM 
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Director 
On March 13, 2000, the Dream Academy Learning Center at Ferebee Hope 

Community Services Center officially welcomed the center's first Director, Mr. 
Wayne P. Harris. Harris has been a long time supporter of the Dream Academy 
and was a social worker with Child & Family Services Agency prior to accepting 
the position as Director. 

"Wayne is a natural fit for this position - his passion for helping children, his 
social work and teaching background and extensive knowledge of the southeast 
community - made him a perfect candidate, we are blessed to have him 
working on our team" said C. Diane Wallace Booker, Vice President. 

Mr. Harris received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Finance from Howard 
University in 1989. He received a Master of Social Work degree in 1998 from 
Howard University, with a concentration in Family and Child/Community 
Organization. 

Before coming to the U.S. Dream Academy, Mr. Harris worked for several 
social services agencies including the Child & Family Services for the LaShawn 
General Receivership as the assistant to the Housing Liaison. Mr. Harris has 
taught in the Prince Georges and Montgomery County Public Schools. He has 
worked as a Manager and Financial Services Broker for the Congressional 
Financial Corporation. 

" I feel blessed by this opportunity and honored that Wintley Phipps thought 
enough of me to allow me to share in a dream that is so precious to him. The 
U.S. Dream Academy staff and consultants have invested an enormous amount 
of time and energy into this project, and I feel honored to have been chosen 
for this position. I feel confident that my skills and experience will be 
appropriately matched with the challenges of this position." 

Related Stories: 
New Learning Center opens in Southeast Washington, DC 
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NFL Charities Help Chiidren Learn with a 
Grant to Develop Curriculum 

In November, 1999, NFL Charities joined the U.S. Dream Academy to 
help children excel in school and achieve their dreams by donating 
$15,000.00 toward curriculum development. 

NFL Charities is a non-profit organization created by the member clubs 
of the National Football League to enable teams to collectively make 
grants to charitable and worthwhile caused on the national level. 
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Department of Labor Partners with the 
Dream Academy 

In June of 1999, the United States Department of Labor under the 
leadership of Secretary Alexis Herman, granted the Dream Academy a 
one-year $100,000 grant to design and implement our first 
demonstration site in the Washington, D.C. area. This purpose of the 
site is to "provide an array of comprehensive services which focuses 
on eliminating the cycle of incarceration for youth and young adults." 

The demonstration site is located in far southeast Washington, D.C, 
at the Ferebee Hope Community Services Center operated by Child 
and Family Services Agency. 

We are pleased and excited to be working along with the Department 
of Labor to help reduce the number of youth and young adults 
entering the prison system and help train youth for employment. 
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Public Papers of the Presidents 

Public Papers of the Presidents 

June 17, 1998 

CITE: 34 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 1143 

LENGTH: 1325 words 

HEADLINE: Remarks on the 21st Century Community Learning Center Initiative and an Exchange 
With Reporters 

BODY: 
The President. Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen, Hillary and I are delighted to have all 

of you here in the Rose Garden today for a subject that we care a great deal about. I thank especially 
Senator Jeffords for his leadership. Congressman Boswell, all the Members of Congress who are here. 
I thank Secretary Riley and the Attorney General for their consistent and dedicated efforts for our 
children and to improve the lives of our children. And Chief Frazier and Gloria Nava did, I thought, a 
marvelous job. 

Let me say, as Hillary and Gloria made clear, for millions of Americans, "Home Alone" is not a funny 
movie; it is a serious risk that children and parents undertake every day all across this country. On 
any given school day in America, there will be as many as 15 million children left to offend for 
themselves, idle in front of the television sets or out on the streets and exposed to gangs and guns 
and drugs. 

Incidents of violent crime by juveniles more than double in the hour a f t e r school lets out, and 
interestingly enough, our children are also at greatest risk of becoming victims of crime in the hours 
immediately a f te r schoo l . But in communities where children have something positive to do, youth 
crime is dropping and academic performance is on the rise. 

The Justice Department and the Department of Education are today releasing a report to every school 
district in the country and to the public at large which shows just how much of a difference these 
a f te r -schoo l programs are making. In Chicago, for example, a program with which Hillary and I are 
familiar, the Lighthouse program is now reaching more than 110,000 children and nearly 250 schools 
around the city with intensive a f te r -schoo l instruction in reading and math. This remarkable 
program also provides children with three meals a day in the school. And I'm very proud that the 
Department of Agriculture, with its support, helps to make this possible. Since that program began, 
not surprisingly, gang activity is down, and reading and math scores are up. 

We have to do everything we can to give every community in this country the tools to follow that 
lead. Today we are announcing $ 40 million in competitive grants that will help more than 300 
schools to start a f te r -schoo l programs of their own. As all of you know, they're part of the 21st 
Century Community Learning Center Initiative, which was sponsored in 1993 in my first year in office 

y Senator Jeffords. 

• 
These grants will give now thousands more children a safe place to go before and a f te r school and 
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good things to do. San Francisco, for example, will use the grant specifically to target kids most at 
risk of joining gangs or using drugs. Baltimore County, which already has, as you heard, successful 
a f te r -schoo l programs, will focus on helping more children to improve their academic performance. 

But I think it's important to note two things. One is - not withstanding the wind n l — [laughter] — 
this is a universally successful strategy. This is not complicated. This is something simple that has 
broad support, that saves lives, and improves learning. The second thing is, out there in America 
everybody has figured this out, so that for every grant we will be able to give, there were 20 schools 
that applied that aren't getting help today. So we have to do more. 

n l At this point, a gust of wind rustled the trees in the Rose Garden. 

In January, as part of my efforts to give quality affordable child care to all the families in this country 
who need it, I proposed the largest a f te r -schoo l commitment in America's history, $ 200 million a 
year over the next 5 years to expand the 21st Century Community Learning Center program, to reach 
a half a million children. Now, these programs have broad bipartisan support, and I very much hope 
that Congress soon will act to fund this request fully. Remember, there were 20 schools that had 
good programs that wanted this money for every one school on that map. We can do better, and we 
must. 

Let me also say again to Senator Jeffords, this is the kind of bipartisan support that works for our 
country. Whenever we put the progress of the American people and the future of our children ahead 
of partisan politics in Washington, America wins. And that's what we need to do. 

Tobacco Legislation 

Before we close, I just have to mention — make a couple of other points. In that spirit, I have been 
working for 6 months to craft a comprehensive, bipartisan bill to protect our children from the 
dangers of tobacco, the biggest public health problem for children in America today. As we speak, the 
Republican' caucus in the Senate is meeting behind closed doors to discuss, perhaps even to decide, 
the fate of the tobacco bill. I urge them not to turn this meeting, literally, into a smoke-filled room --
to protect the children and not the tobacco lobby. 

We have worked very, very hard to make this legislation fair and bipartisan. We have met the 
majority in the Senate more than halfway. They said they wanted a tax cut to be part of the tobacco 
bill sincere we were raising the price of cigarettes to discourage children from buying them. We said, 
all right. They said they wanted some money in this bill to fight drugs as well as to discourage 
children from using tobacco. We said, fine. 

Now, if there is a move to kill or gut this legislation, there can be no possible explanation other than 
the intense pressure and' the awesome influence fueled by years of huge contributions of big 
tobacco. So I again call upon the Senate majority, and indeed all those in the Senate, to pass this 
tobacco bill. Let's get it over to the House, let them have a chance to pass a bill, and let's do 
something that will give this country a chance to have a lasting public health legacy in a bipartisan 
way. 

Thank you very much. 

Q. Mr. President, what will you do if the Senate decides to pull the tobacco bill, sir? What are your 
alternatives? 

Japanese Economy 

Q. Mr. President, about Japan, how far are you willing to go to support the yen? 

'he President. Let me -- you all don't even need to sit back down. I'm going to answer this one 
question; then we'll visit. 
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The question was about the support of the United States for the Japanese yen. Let me say, I talked to 
Prime Minister Hashimoto last night, oh, for 20 or 30 minutes at about 11:30, our time. Japan is very 
important to the world, especially to the United States and to the efforts we're making to support an 
economic recovery in Asia, which is very important to keeping our own economic progress going. It is 
important that they take some critical steps, and as they do them, we will support them. 

I was very encouraged by the Prime Minister's statement that he intends to pursue aggressive reform 
of their banking institutions and intends to do the things that are necessary to get the economy going 
again. And therefore, I thought it was important that we support them. 

In terms of the details of our support, they are contained in Secretary Rubin's statement today, and I 
couldn't do a bit better than he had done. But we're doing the right thing, and I think the Prime 
Minister of Japan has done the right thing. And we've got a chance to turn that situation in Asia 
around before it gets any worse. And America needs a strong, growing, stable economy in Asia. And I 
am encouraged by what the Prime Minister said last night and heartened, and we're glad to help, and 
we hope we will be of some help today. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Baltimore Police Commissioner Thomas C. Frazier; Tech. Sgt. Gloria I. Nava, Texas Air 
National Guard, a parent from San Antonio, TX, whose daughter attends an after-school program; 
and Prime Minister of Ryutaro Hashimoto of Japan. 
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HEADLINE: Remarks on Funding for Quality After-School Programs 

BODY: 
Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President. I want to thank all those who have spoken before and all 

of you who are here. I say a special word of appreciation to the Members of the Congress who have 
come, the members of the education community, the employees of the Department of Education. 

I want to thank Congressman Ford for his stirring speech. I was looking at Congressman Ford, 
thinking, you know, I was 28 once. [Laughter] And when I ran for Congress at that age I got beat. I 
see why he got elected. [Laughter] 

'l thank Senator Kennedy for his lifetime of literally an example of unparalleled service in the United 
States Senate and Secretary Riley, who has been my friend since we started our governorships 
together over 20 years ago now. And I'm glad to see Mrs. Shriver here, and I thank the family of 
Congressman King for coming, my colleague in the Irish peace process. We're glad to see all of them. 

But most of all, I want to thank Lissette Martinez and Leonard for showing up and reminding us while 
we're all here today, because they were great. When she held her children's pictures up here, I 
though, if those kids and their parents are the future of America, we're going to be just fine. We're 
going to be just fine. 

Even though the definition of well-educated was very different over 200 years ago when this country 
was founded, our Founding Fathers thought it was of pivotal importance. In 1787, they declared that 
all new territories set aside land for public schools, establishing the principle that public education, 
though a State and local responsibility, must always be a national priority. 

In 1862, President Lincoln signed the legislation creating the land grant college system. In 1944, the 
GI bill gave millions of returning veterans tickets to what became the first mass middle class in the 
history of the world. In 1958, the launch of Sputnik led to Federal funds to improve science and math 
education in our country. In 1965, Federal support for education expanded further to bring minorities 
and the poor, long shut out of the classroom, inside to the full benefits of public education. At each of 
these turning points in our history, our country strengthened public education to match the 
challenges of the times. 

ow in our time, as others have said, we face another challenge, the emergence of a global economy 
hat is fast-paced, technologically sophisticated, driven by information and, at the same time, the 

emergence in our country of a breathtakingly diverse group of young people, diverse by race and 

j , f4 6/12/2000 6: 



Search - 3 Results - headline (afterschool or after school) wysiwyg://65/http://www.lexis.com/rcsear...Wk&_md5=912ea7626a08fD452blf67fc9b06b087 

ethnic background, by religion, by culture, by income, by circumstances. 

We now have an economy in which the workplace is no longer just for men but also for women; tlttd 
work day is no longer bound by the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and the workplace is increasingly at 

)home. When I became President 6 years ago, only 3 million Americans were earning their living a ; 
home. When I ran for reelection, the number was 12. Today there are about 20 million Americans 
earning their primary income out of their homes. This is a stunning statistic. [ 

To meet the challenges of this new economy with our new society, we have to rely on our old values, 
but we have to make sure that we manifest them in modern ways. That means our public schools 
must change. They must teach our children while reflecting the way we work and live now and will 
work and live in the 21st century. 

In the last 6 years we have worked hard on this, with the help of all of you in this room and those 
whom you represent throughout the United States. Forty-eight of our 50 States have now adopted 
tougher academic standards which we called for when the Goals 2000 program passed back in 1994. 
Thousands of schools have become safer, better learning environments, cracking down on gangs and 
guns, violence and discipline, adopting school uniforms and other systems designed to create a 
better, more equal learning environment. 

The percentage of students who report being threatened or injured at school nationwide is down. 
We've begun to organize an army of tutors to help elementary school children learn to read and 
middle school and high school students to prepare for college. And I'm very proud of all the young 
people all across America who are working in these tutoring and mentoring programs. 

We've dramatically increased our investment in early childhood learning through the Head Start 
program. We're making real progress in connecting every classroom and library to the Internet by the 
year 2000. And as Secretary Riley said, the e-rate for which the Vice President fought so hard means 
that we've not only hooked up those classrooms, but they can actually afford to log on. 

ast fall, we fought for and won from Congress a down payment on 100,000 new highly trained 
eachers to reduce class sizes in the early grades, and we made a beginning on our proposal to offer 

to pay off the college costs of young people who will go into our most underserved areas and teach 
for a few years when they graduate from school. I hope the new Congress will keep up the payments 
so we can keep the teachers going. And I hope they will work with me to build or modernize 5,000 
schools. 

The charter school movement, which I have championed since 1992, is growing. When I took the 
oath of office as President, there was one charter school in the whole United States, a public schoo 
organized by parents or teachers within the school system but free of a lot of the bureaucratic 
limitations that are on so many schools. In 1996, there were 700. There are now about 1,000. We 
are well on our way to our goal of having 3,000 by the year 2000. 

All these efforts and others are beginning to show up in SAT scores, which are up; math scores, 
which have risen in nearly all grades nationwide; even on a lot of the international tests, when we 
didn't do so well for years and years, our younger people are tending to do better and better. 

We should be pleased and thankful, but we should not be fooled into complacency. Why? First, 
reading scores have hardly budged and many of our foreign competitors are improving their schools 
faster than we are. Secondly, while our children do very well on these international test scores in 
elementary school and reasonably well in middle school, by the time they're in high school they're 
rankings have dropped dramatically. 

« 

We know we have more to do. We know that a majority of our schools have not kept pace with the 
ew family patterns and work patterns which dominate America. We know that more and more 
arents are being drawn into the work force. On any given day, as many as 15 million school children 
re left to fend for themselves at home, idle in front of the television or out on the streets, vulnerable 

to gangs, drugs and crime. On any given day when school lets out, juvenile crime goes up, and also 
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the number of children themselves victimized by crime. On any given day when school lets out, tens 
of millions of working parents look nervously at the clock, hoping and praying their children will be 
okay. ^ 

I I t is no secret that I believe that the best way for our Nation to meet these challenges is to expaner 
the number and improve the quality of our after-school programs. With quality after-school, parents 
and educators will be given the tools they need to succeed; students learn their lesson in the 
schoolhouse, not on the street; youth crime and victimization plummet. Quality o f t e r ^ h o o l 
pr.Qgrams both enhance opportunity and bolster responsibility. In so doing, they strengthen our 
communities; theyf iohor our values; tney benefit our naTiUrr: 

That's why I've supported grants for these kinds of quality programs through the 21st Century 
Community Learning Center Initiative, first introduced by Senator Jeffords from Vermont, 
championed by Senator Kennedy and Senator Boxer, Congresswoman Lowey from New York and 
others. 

Two years ago, this program received $ 1 million from Congress. Then it grew the year before last to 
$ 40 million, and then last year, to $ 200 million, in the budget I signed, serving a quarter of a 
million children. Yet, the demand for quality after-school nrngramq^ the bipartisan support it has 
gained, and its potential to transform public education in America and the futures of our children far, 
far outweigh the investment we have made to date. 

Therefore, today I am pleased to announce that in the new budget I will present to Congress this 
year, we will triple our investment in academically enriched after-school programs to give over 1 
million children across America somewhere to go. 

Now, you heard Lissette talking about the Chicago system. It's one I particularly favor. And last year 
I asked the Congress to set aside some funds that we could give to other school systems to help to 
adopt the comprehensive approach they have there. That is, no social promotion; more parent 
involvement in the schools; high standards but don't flunk anybody because the system is failing the 
kids; don't say the kids are fail ing; give them the after-school programs; give them the summer 
school programs; give them the tools they need to succeed. So we are going to give priority to 
communities that end social promotion in the right way. 

She talked about that eighth grade test. Hillary and I, when we were working together in Arkansas on 
education, made our State the first State in the country to have an eighth grade exit exam. But I 
never saw it as a way of identifying children who were failing. I thought it would identify the schools 
that were failing and give the children a chance to succeed. And that's what they believe in in 
Chicago, and what we should believe in everywhere. 

So I'm looking forward to working with all the Senators and House Members who care so much about 
this, both to improve after school programs and to end social promotion but to do it in the right way. 
We have to do everything in our power — after school, smaller classes, better teachers, modernized 
facilities, Internet hookups, summer programs — to help our kids succeed. We have to have high 
standards not only for students but for the preparation of our teachers and for the performance of our 
schools. And I'll have more to say about that later. 

Scarce dollars should not be spent on failed policies. If we've learned anything, Hillary and Dick Riley 
and I, after 20 years and more of working at this, listening to teachers and parents, going into 
schools, it is what Congressman Ford said: We do believe all children can learn. And that gives a 
much greater urgency to this work. 

Look, this is not really just about making the American economy strong or even making sure that 
when we baby boomers retire we'll be supported by two workers that made Bs or better instead of a 
1.7. [Laughter] I t makes a good point. But that's not really what this is about. Everybody just gets 

ne chance. Everyone just has one life. This is about giving people a chance to make the most of that 
one life. This is about the sure knowledge we have that the rest of us will just be fine; everything is 
going to work out all right if we give our children the chance to make the most of their lives. 
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BODY: 
Thank you very much. Thank you, Frederic Rosen, and thank you, Jason Chudnofsky. I am 

delighted to be here. I want to thank Director Tony Streit and the young people from Street-Level 
Youth Media who went on my tour with me over in the other part of the McCormick Center to see 
some of the new wonders of the information technology revolution. I want to thank those who have 
come with me here today on this last stop of this part of our new markets tour, including several 
Members of the United States Congress: Jan Schakowsky from Chicago; Stephanie Tubbs Jones from 
Cleveland; Silvestre Reyes from El Paso, Texas; and Representative Bill Jefferson from New Orleans. 

I want to thank Secretary of Transportation Rodney Slater, Federal Communications Chair Bill 
Kennard, Reverend Jesse Jackson, Bob Johnson — the president of Black Entertainment Television --
and Gene Sperling and Maria Echaveste, who operate this program for me out of the White House. 

I am glad to be the first President to address this conference, but I am quite sure I will not be the 
last. Information technology has accounted for about 30 percent of this remarkable economic growth 
we've had, even though people directly working in IT only account for about 8 percent of our 
employment. 

What we have tried to do in Government is to provide the conditions and give people the tools to 
make the most of this phenomenal new era in human affairs. What you and people like you all across 
this country have done, have made the most of that — the balanced budget, the Telecommunications 
Act, doubling our investment in education and training, and dramatically increasing basic research, 
opening trade to new countries. And it's given us the longest economic expansion in history, the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rates ever recorded, the lowest female 
unemployment rate recorded in 40 years, poverty down to a 20-year low, the lowest welfare rolls in 
30 years, the lowest overall unemployment in 30 years. That is the good news. 

And it was brought about primarily by this incredible environment and the gifted people who have 
made the most of this celebration of ideas and innovation and ingenuity. But as Mr. Rosen said when 
he introduced me, what I have been focused on now in the last year-plus of my term as President is 
the people and places who have been left behind in this phenomenal new economy, and I have for 
two reasons. One is, I think that all of us would like to see every American who is willing to work for 
it have a chance to be a part of this astonishing new era of enterprise. I think, just on pure ethical 
grounds, we all sense that the American values require that everybody be given a fair chance to 
participate. But secondly, I think it is in our economic interest to do it. 
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You know, we spend a lot of time in Washington discussing how in the world can we keep this 
economic expansion going? It's already the longest economic expansion in history, far longer than 
any other one that did not include a major war. How long can it go? What will happen? How will it 
come to an end? Will we really have inflation that will somehow bring an end to this long boom? 

Well, it's clear to me that if we want it to continue, we have to do more to find new markets. New 
markets mean creating new businesses and new employees, as well as new customers. And if you do 
both, it means you can have growth without inflation. So this idea of closing the d ig i ta l d i v ide is 
good social policy. It 's good personal ethics. But it's also very, very important for our continued 
economic expansion as a nation. 

So I came here today to ask you to set another trend, to devote more t ime and technology, more 
ideas and energy, to closing the d ig i t a l d i v ide , the growing gap between those who have the tools 
and skills and motivation to succeed in the economy, which you've come here to explore and 
celebrate and push the frontiers of, and those who do not have those at this t ime. 

Now, over the past year I have been to a lot of these places. I have been to the hills and hollows of 
Appalachia, to the heart of the Mississippi Delta. I've been to Englewood here in inner-city Chicago 
and to East Los Angeles. I've been to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, the home of the 
Oglala Sioux. I have tried everywhere to shine the spotlight on the potential, not the problems, of 
these places. 

Yesterday we began our third new markets tour in East Palo Alto, California, right in the heart of 
Silicon Valley, because I wanted the American people to know that, even there, there are a lot of our 
fellow citizens who are not yet fully participating in the information age. 

Yesterday we also went to Shiprock, Navajo country, in the far north of New Mexico, and saw the vast 
differences, the literal vast distances, literal distances in this case that have to be overcome to build 
an information infrastructure that all of America is a part of. We visited a community living in the 
place where their forebears have been for more than a thousand years. We celebrated the Navajo 
Code Talkers, who were very instrumental in America winning World War I I with our Allies in the 
Pacific because they developed a unique means of communication. They transferred messages back 
and forth in Navajo, and the language was so different from any code or any known language that 
our adversaries in World War I I couldn't break it. And it's quite ironic that a people whose major 
contribution to the modern world was helping us to win World War I I based on unique 
communications now live in a place where 70 percent of them don't even have telephones. 

I was introduced by a young woman, a 13-year-old young girl who won a contest - really, a bright 
young woman -- and she won this contest, and she won a computer. And she found that she couldn't 
get on the Internet because she didn't have a telephone line in her home. 

Next week we're going to rural North Carolina to discuss the prospects of broadband communications 
and what it might do to open opportunities in poor, rural, isolated places. And then in a couple of 
months we will have a part of this d ig i t a l d i v ide tour devoted solely to the potential that web 
accessibility offers to disabled Americans to participate more fully in the educational and economic 
life of the United States. 

Now, this is all sobering at one level, but increasingly hopeful to me, because I honestly believe that 
the new information economy has the potential, at home and around the world, to lift more people 
out of poverty more quickly than at any previous period in all of human history; and that tapping that 
potential is actually in our enlightened self-interest. 

And that's why I came here today, because I need your help and your support, because now we've 
come through all these years of this remarkable economic expansion. We have finally seen even 
income inequality begin to diminish over the last 2 1/2 years, as more and more Americans at the 
lower end of the income scale begin to fully participate in the economy. We have a very important 
choice before us. And only with your help can America make the right choice to make sure that no 
one is left behind; to use these new technologies to widen the circle of opportunity rather than 
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allowing the d ig i t a l d i v ide to widen the lines of division in education, race, income, and region. I will 
say again, it's not only morally the right choice. It 's not just good social policy; it is imperative, in my 
judgment, if we're going to keep the economy growing, to find new places where we create not only 
new customers but new businesses and new employees. 

Now, I believe we've got to find the right combination of incentives and initiative to bridge this 
divide. The distances that exist are, in some cases, as I said, they're physical. They're also 
educational, and they're cleariy economic. But on every one of these new markets trips, we have met 
people who are eager for opportunity. And like the young people here today who made this tour with 
me, they demonstrate that ability and drive and dreams are evenly distributed throughout the human 
race and throughout American society. It is opportunity which is still not evenly distributed. 

Everywhere I have been, I find Americans who are not at all interested in charity but very interested 
in opportunity, not a handout but a hand up. We can only tap the potential of these new workers, 
these new business owners, these new learners, if we work together. Over and over again over the 
last 7 years, I have found, in some of our most important endeavors, the only thing that really works 
is the right kind of public-private partnership. 

I'll just give you one example. We have the lowest welfare rolls in 30 years. The welfare rolls have 
been cut roughly in half since I became President. And part of it is the laws that have been passed, 
including the Welfare Reform Act of 1996, which required people who could work to work, but also 
invested more money in child care for their children and transportation so they could get to work, 
and kept their kids in food and medicine while they were making the transition. 

But part of it was this remarkable partnership now that numbers over 12,000 businesses, people who 
committed that they would personally go out and find people, help them move from the welfare rolls, 
give them the training, give them the support they needed to succeed. And these people alone, just 
the 12,000 people in our partnership, have hired hundreds of thousands of people from the welfare 
rolls, many of whom were difficult to place but have succeeded. No Government mandate could have 
gotten that done. If we hadn't had the public-private partnership, it would not have worked nearly as 
well as it has. 

The Vice President has worked for more than 7, or about 7 years now, in our partnership with the 
auto companies and the auto workers on the new generation vehicle, and we put a lot of money into 
it. But we couldn't develop a car in the Government. And yet you see — if you noticed in the last 
Detroit auto show, they're showing cars that they expect to market in the next year or 2, including 
larger cars that get 70 to 80 miles a gallon. We have research going on now into the production of 
biofuels, not just from corn but from agricultural waste products, even from grasses. And if we ever 
get the conversion level down to about 1 gallon of gasoline for 8 gallons of fuel, biofuel, and then you 
get in a 70-mile-an-hour gas car, you'll be driving a car that gets over 500 miles a gallon in 
conventional terms. That will change the energy future of America and the world forever and will 
prove something I deeply believe, that we can conquer the challenge of global warming and continue 
to grow not only our economy but the developing economies of the world. 

All of this has to be done in partnership. And that's basically what I propose for closing the d ig i t a l 
d iv ide and creating new markets throughout America. What we want to do is to be a catalyst, to 
provide investment incentives and the kind of framework and tools that will enable people in the 
private sector to do what is in their interest anyway. 

We believe that tax incentives and loan guarantees can leverage private sector investment in 
distressed areas; get capital flowing to people in neighborhoods it might otherwise miss, having 
basically nothing to do necessarily with high technology investment. 

Today, if you want to invest in a poor area of Latin America or Asia or Africa, we have a framework 
set up that could get you a combination of tax breaks and loan guarantees to lower the risk of doing 
that. Why? Because we think that we have an obligation as Americans to help poor people around the 
worid develop stable lives. We know it promotes democracy; it promotes peace; it promotes 
environmental cleanup; it undermines the destablizing forces at work in the world. All I'm trying to 
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do, in terms of the law, is to give Americans who have money to invest the same incentives to invest 
in poor areas in America we give them today to invest in poor areas in Latin America or Africa or 
Asia. I think that's the right thing to do. 

Last fall the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Dennis Hastert, and I came here to Chicago, 
met with Reverend Jackson and Congressman Bobby Rush and others, and we pledged to work 
together on a bipartisan initiative to spur investments in new markets. We are making real progress 
on our end of the deal. The House of Representatives took a very important step last week toward 
creating the American Private Investment Companies that I've proposed to spur as much as $ 1.5 
billion in private investment in our hard-pressed communities. Now, I understand Speaker Hastert is 
going to be with you tomorrow, and I think you will see, if this is part of the discussion, that his 
commitment is genuine. This should not be a partisan issue. 

Every American - Republican, Democrat, independent, green party member, whatever -- every 
American has got a vested interest in seeing that every other American has the chance to live up to 
his or her God-given potential. So this is very, very important. And the main thing that we want to do 
with this portion of the new markets initiative is to make sure that we can get some investment in 
areas where people literally are isolated, where we need local, community-based investment, 
because you can't just say, well, we'll give them an education. They can hop on the subway or get in 
their car and drive to a job. But we also have to have a comprehensive approach that gives 
individuals the ability to bridge the d ig i ta l d i v ide , to create businesses which are far distant because 
technology permits them to overcome distances, and to get the education and training they need in 
the first place to succeed. 

Now, what have we done in that? Well, when the Congress adopted the Telecommunications Act a 
few years ago, we insisted -- the Vice President and I did - on something called the E-rate, the 
power of the Federal Communications Commission to set the E-rate. I t is now worth over $ 2 billion, 
and it gives discounts to schools, to libraries, public institutions, so they can afford to be a part of the 
Internet. And it's had a huge impact. 

When I became President, only 3 percent of our classrooms, about 11 percent of our schools, were 
connected to the Internet. We've been working on this hard, now, for 6 years. Today, over two-thirds 
of our classrooms and 95 percent of our schools are connected, including 90 percent of very poor 
schools. And we'll be, by the end of the year, we'll probably be at 100 percent of the schools 
connected, except for those whose physical facilities are literally in too much disrepair to have a 
connection. 

I know that may be hard for some of you to believe, but it's true. We have cities where the average 
school building is 65 years of age or more. We have - there are schools in New York City that are 
still heated by coal-fired furnaces. But by and large, this E-rate has really worked. 

We have a $ 450 million technology literacy challenge, which is designed to make sure that we try to 
match contributions from others who put technology into our schools. Our budget offers $ 2 billion in 
new tax incentives to help bridge the d ig i t a l d i v ide , to get the technology into the schools and into 
the rural communities, into community computing centers — and things like that can be available to 
adults as well as children. 

We provide $ 150 million to train new teachers to use technology in the classroom, so that they 
aren't repeatedly embarrassed by their students knowing more than they do, and so that they can 
actually make the most of i t ; and $ 100 million to create more technology centers in 1,000 
communities across the country. 

Today I can tell you that 214 of these community technology centers will be created this year alone 
and 136 more will be expanded. These are very important because they are not only available to 
young people but also to adults who can use such centers after work and themselves acquire these 
skills. It's very, very important that we recognize that this cannot be solely the province of the school 
years. We have got to do more to bring adults who have been left on the other side of the d ig i t a l 
d i v ide into the economic mainstream. We are going to expand our investment in these centers by 
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about $ 86 million from State, local, private, and Federal sources together. 

Not far from here, on Chicago's West Side is one of these centers. I mentioned the young people I 
met today from there, at Street-Level Youth Media. They spend a lot of their t ime there. They are 
here in this audience today. They can access the Internet and a lot more. They can have classes in 
website design, projects in video production, and, most important, the chance to apply their skills in 
real work for real wages. Every child in America should have this opportunity, and we are trying to 
give it to every child in America. 

If the budget passes, we will have 1,000 of these neighborhood networks next year. That is double 
the number we have now in the country. These computer learning centers are the fruit of 
public-private partnership under the leadership of the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. They have already helped residents of some of our poorest neighborhoods move from 
welfare to work, increase their earnings, even start their own businesses. 

One of the things that is totally unappreciated about the nature of the Internet revolution is the 
extent to which it gives people who are otherwise completely out of the economic mainstream, who 
could never have access to the kind of up-front capital it would take to start a traditional business 
and rent a big office space, the chance to actually earn money on the net. The first t ime I discovered 
this was when some of my friends at eBay told me that they now have 30,000 people making a living 
off eBay — not working for the company but making a living buying and selling and trading — and 
that the profiles indicated to them that a very substantial number of these people had previously 
been on welfare. 

So again I will say, if you believe that there is an equal distribution of intelligence, ability, and 
dreams throughout the population, and if you have seen in your own lives what this has done for you 
and for this economy, it seems to me that closing the d ig i ta l d i v ide is one of the most important 
things we could do that would have the quickest results in alleviating the kind of poverty which is 
inexcusable in the kind of economy we're experiencing today. 

Let me also say that — I made a joke about it earlier, but I think the idea of having teachers who are 
really able to make the most of technology in the classroom, and teach their students, is something 
that's very important. Everybody I have ever worked with on this in the last several years — all the 
heads of all the companies that have tried to really help our schools continue to hammer this. 

I got a letter from the deans of more than 200 colleges and universities, pledging to jo in in that 
effort, holding themselves responsible for results, being willing to test their progress with a tool 
designed by the CEO Forum on Education and Technology, a forum that includes a lot of the 
companies that are represented in this auditorium today. But this is a big deal. This is a serious 
commitment that we haven't had in the past. And I want to thank the Forum on Education and 
Technology and these 200 deans for what they want to do to train our teachers. 

But this is just the start. So here is what I came to do really. I want to ask you to do the following 
things. First of al l , if you are not already a part of it, I hope that the companies, everyone 
represented here from the largest to the smallest, would support our national call to action, which I 
issued 2 weeks ago. Its basic goals are to provide 21st century learning tools for every child in every 
school and to create digital opportunity for every family and every community. 

I have asked for businesses and schools and community groups and volunteers to enlist in the effort. 
More than 400 organizations have signed on in the first 2 weeks, and they are already doing amazing 
things. Many of you have been working at this for some years now, to help in education and in 
economic development. But if you are not part of this, I hope you will become part of this. I hope you 
will do more than sign a pledge. I hope you will commit to fulfill it. 

I want you all to ask if there is anything you are not doing that you could do to give our schools 
computers and high-speed connections, to design the educational software our children need to 
succeed, to make sure our teachers are as comfortable in front of a computer as in front of a 
chalkboard. Again I say, many companies are leading this effort today, but we need more. The 
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biggest problem in American education and the biggest problem in combating poverty and creating 
economic opportunity is not that there are no good ideas. Every problem in American education today 
has been solved by somebody somewhere. 

I remember when I started running for President and I was coming to Chicago, there was a woman 
here from my home State of Arkansas who was principal of a junior high school that was in a 
neighborhood with the highest murder rate in the State of Illinois. And you had to ask to get into this 
junior high school. They had 150 mothers and 75 fathers in that school every week. They had a strict 
no-weapons policy; if you had one, you were history. They had a zero dropout rate. The kids went on 
to high school and did well, and a phenomenal percentage of them went on to college. And I could 
give you lots of examples like that. 

The problem we have — and in terms of closing the digital divide and education and economics, 
there are examples everywhere. The problem we have in America with social change is getting things 
to scale, is reaching a critical mass of people. That's why I came here today. This is a critical mass of 
the IT community. And you need to reach a critical mass of the at-risk kids and the communities 
where economic and educational opportunities are needed to close the digital divide. 

The second thing I want to ask you to do, so that today's students can become tomorrow's success 
stories, is to expand internships and to deepen your talent pool. I just received a survey that I read 
just the day before yesterday indicating that, even making allowances for differences in education, 
women and minorities are still comparatively under-represented in most IT occupations. We can do a 
lot to close the d ig i ta l d iv ide just by equalizing the representation once people do have the 
education and skills they need. 

The third thing I would like to ask you to do is to recognize, as I said before, there is a limit to what 
the Federal Government can do. I intend to set up a framework and to try to provide the necessary 
tools and to generate as much activity as I can. But we need more partnerships at the local level with 
the schools, with the local communities, with the local community groups, and with local 
government. I think you will find that if you are not involved in this kind of work, there is more 
interest in it than ever before, and people are eager for help. 

If we work together, we can empower people with the tools and the training they need to lift 
themselves out of poverty. If we work together, we can give people the ability to use new technology 
to start new businesses. If we work together, we can close the d ig i t a l d i v ide and open digital 
opportunities. 

I am asking you to do this because you can. I am asking you to do this because it's right. And I am 
asking you to do this because America needs it to have a continually growing economy. 

The productivity increases generated by information technology in the IT companies themselves, and 
then through application throughout the economy, is what has enabled us to continue to grow at 4 
percent and to keep inflation down. I am doing my best to open new markets around the world and 
to keep our markets open, which helps to keep inflation down and to grow. But the best opportunity 
we have are all those people out there that are dying to be part of what the rest of us may take for 
granted. 

And I can tell you, I have lived longer than most people who do very well in the work that you do. 
Our country has never had an economy like this. The last t ime we had anything close was in the 
1960's. I t came apart over the competing claims and crises in civil rights and the war in Vietnam and 
the attempt to finance all that and deal with the problems of the poor. I see a lot of people who are 
gray-headed like me out there nodding their heads. 

And when it happened, when I grew up in it, I thought that economy would last forever. I just took it 
for granted that we were the most productive economy in the world; we were going to win the cold 
war; we'd solve the civil rights problems in the courts and the Congress, and everything would be 
hunky-dory. And then boom, one day it was gone. 
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And I've waited 35 years, as a citizen, for our country to have the chance to give ail our people the 
future of our dreams for our children. That's the chance we've got now. And I know you're very busy. 
I know you have a lot of other things to do, but I don't know how many years we'll ever have to wait 
again until a moment like this comes along. 

I can't do it alone. The Federal Government can't do it alone. But if we all do it together, there is 
nothing we can't do. We will never, ever, ever have a better chance, and, therefore, a more profound 
responsibility, to close the digital divide. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the Arie Crown Theater at the McCormick Place 
Convention Center. In his remarks, he referred to Frederic D. Rosen, chairman, Key3Media Group, 
Inc., who introduced the President; Jason Chudnofsky, president, SOFTBANK COMDEX, Inc.; Tony 
Streit, administrative director, Street-Level Youth Media; Rev. Jesse Jackson, civil rights activist; and 
Myra Jodie, student. Steamboat Navajo Nation, AZ. 
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BODY: 
The President. Good morning. I want to thank Mayor Wilson for making us welcome today. And 

thank you, Magda Escobar, for all you have done. I also want to recognize some other people who are 
here with us today. Reverend Jackson, thank you for coming. Carly Fiorina, the president of 
Hewlett-Packard; and Robert Knowling, the president of Covad, thank you for being here. Rebecca 
Lobo, thank you for being here. We're glad to see you. 

I'd like to also acknowledge the presence in the audience of Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development Andrew Cuomo; the Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, Bill 
Kennard; and many Members of Congress -- Representative Zoe Lofgren, Representative John 
Conyers, Representative Bill Jefferson, Representative Barbara Lee, Representative Silvestre Reyes, 
Representative Stephanie Tubbs Jones, Representative Anna Eshoo -- I think that's all the Members 
of Congress who are here. 

I'd like to thank Gene Sperling and Maria Echaveste. And I want to recognize especially the man who 
helped us avoid the Y2K problem, a distinguished Republican Senator from Utah, Bob Bennett. Thank 
you for coming. Senator Bennett. We're glad to see you. 

I'd also like to thank all the civil rights leaders who are here, the high-tech CEO's, the foundation 
directors. And I'd like to thank Julian Lacey, who is here, for helping us kick off our national call to 
action for digital opportunity. I know that all of you know Julian. Thank you. 

I want to thank AOL for webcasting today's event live. And I'd like to say a special word of 
appreciation to one person who is not here who helped us to develop our entire approach to closing 
the d ig i ta l d i v ide . Vice President Al Gore. I thank him as well. 

Now, I will be brief because I want to get on to the questions. But I want to tell you why we're here. 
This is a very fortunate time for our country. We have the strongest economy in history. We have the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rates our country has ever recorded and the 
lowest female unemployment rate in 40 years. But we all know there are people and places that have 
not fully participated in this new economy. 

I have been to a lot of those places on my d ig i ta l d i v ide tour — I mean, my new markets tours --
because I see these places as places of opportunity, places of new markets. If we can create new 
employees, new businesses, new jobs, new opportunities, we can keep the American economy going. 
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This is one of those fortunate times when, by doing the thing that is morally right, we actually help to 
keep America's economic expansion churning forward. It's going to take the efforts of government, 
business, and the community sector to succeed. 

This is our third new markets tour. When I leave you, I'm going to northern New Mexico, to the Ship 
Rock Navajo Reservation. And tomorrow I'll be in Chicago, meeting with representatives of every 
aspect of the high-tech industry in America. I wanted to begin here in East Palo Alto, because even 
here in Silicon Valley there are many people who could be left behind, and because you're doing so 
much to make sure you're not left behind. And we ought to be giving a helping hand. 

I don't think there is a better place in America to show what can be done to reach out to our children 
who are at risk of falling behind. We can see that here at Plugged In , at the Silicon Valley Project, at 
the new Cisco Sun Academy, where graduates are virtually assured of good jobs that pay up to $ 
70,000 a year. In a few minutes, I will announce some other things that corporate leaders here today 
are prepared to do to help this city on the move, move even faster. 

Let me just briefly ask you to remember the history of this community. A hundred and fifty years ago 
East Palo Alto got its start as a community called Ravenswood. Ravenswood was a good candidate to 
become the last stop on the transcontinental railway, something that was very important in the 
industrial age. Unfortunately, plans changed, the railroad bypassed Ravenswood altogether, and it 
was a decision that had repercussions for the people who lived in this community for a century or 
more. 

Today, we're in another t ime of fundamental economic transformation, but we can do it very 
differently because, unlike the railroads of the industrial age, the trade routes of the information age 
can run through every city, every town, every community. And in fact, the more communities they 
run through, the better it works. 

No one has to be bypassed this time around. The choice is in our hands. We can use new technology 
to extend opportunity to more Americans than ever before; we can truly more more people out of 
poverty more rapidly than ever before; or we can allow access to new technology to heighten 
economic inequality and sharpen social division. 

Again I say, the choice is ours. But I want to reiterate a point I made earlier. The truth is that doing 
the right thing will accelerate the strength of this powerful economic engine. Every economist knows 
that new technologies will continue to drive rapid economic growth only if they continue to spread to 
all sectors of our economy. 

I have made closing this d ig i t a l d iv ide a big priority. I t is a big priority in our budget and a big 
priority for trying to enlist the energies of our fellow citizens. That's why I issued a national call to 
action, to enlist the support of businesses, State and local governments, community groups, 
foundations, schools, and volunteers. Already, more than 400 organizations have signed on to our 
call. 

To reach these broad national goals, all of us are going to have to do our part. In addition to our $ 
2.25 billion E-rate initiative, which allows us to hook up every school and library in the country to the 
Internet, including those who can't afford it on their own - and our new $ 450 million Technology 
Literacy Challenge, which helps to provide to poor areas the computers, the software, the teacher 
training, and the Internet access that's so important. I'm asking Congress for $ 100 million for 
community technology centers like Plugged In , $ 150 million to help train all new teachers to use the 
technology and the Internet in the classroom, and $ 2 billion in new tax incentives for computer 
donations and contributions to our schools, our libraries, and community technology centers. 

But the important announcement is the one I want to make today. Corporations in this area have 
committed over $ 100 mill ion to help you do what you do best. Gateway will provide technology 
training to 75,000 teachers, including every single teacher here in East Palo Alto. Novell will donate $ 
20 million in software for nonprofit organizations devoted to helping underserved Hispanic 
organizations. Hewlett-Packard will invest $ 15 million in a new digital village initiative to help three 
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underserved communities, starting here in East Palo Alto. 

Qualcomm is giving back to the city where it's based, San Diego, with a $ 25 million commitment, 
including $ 7 million -- this is important — to improve math and science education among all of our 
young people. PowerUP, a partnership of AOL, Gateway, and several other companies that brings 
technology to young people in schools and community centers, is going to expand from 19 to 250 
sites nationwide. AmeriCorps, a strong partner of PowerUP, will assign 400 of our young volunteers to 
work at these sites. AOL is going to provide 100,000 accounts for use at these sites, a commitment 
worth $ 26 million every year. 

Applied Materials has pledged a million dollars for projects such as a new high-tech job training 
center for the people of East Palo Alto. And they are going to be in partnership with the city and with 
Reverend Jackson's Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, which has an office right around the corner here. I 
promised Jesse I would promote his job site, too, you see, around the corner. 

AT&T is committing $ 1.2 million to support the Academy of Information Technology, which is 
dedicated to helping high school students prepare for high-paying jobs in the high-tech industry. 
Cisco will invest $ 1.4 million to expand its Cisco Network Academy program to 10 more underserved 
communities. People PC has agreed to donate 300 new multimedia computers to the East Palo Alto 
Schools. 

I want to thank all these corporations and all their leaders for their new commitments, and I want to 
thank Covad for leading an effort to increase minority participation in the high-tech industry. We are 
nowhere near where we ought to be on that. 

Now, the commitments of governments and corporations are only part of the equation. The rest 
requires motivation, and that's what I want us all to focus on for the rest of our time here. Frankly, 
all the computers and software and Internet connections in the world won't do much good if young 
people don't understand that access to new technology means access to new learning opportunities, 
new job opportunities, new entrepreneurial opportunities, access to the new economy. 

That's why I am very pleased that the Kaiser Family Foundation is going to create a major public 
service campaign to inspire young people to get on computers and get on-line. The ads will air on 
NBC, ABC, CBS, Fox, BET, Univision, MTV, the Cartoon Network, and other major channels. They will 
feature Magic Johnson and Rebecca Lobo, who will highlight new technologies and the fact that 
they're not only fun, they can open a lot of doors in life. BET.com will also air their own PSA's, 
encouraging African-Americans to use the Internet and participate. Let's give them all a hand. That's 
great. [>4pp/ause] 

Now, let me just say this. I want to thank the people at Plugged In again, Magda and all the others. 
Places like this can change lives forever. You come in, learn how to design webpages or set up 
networks or just how to use the Internet as a tool for discovery. That gives you the power to control 
your future. 

I want to show you something. I f you haven't done this, I want to urge you all to take a look at the 
classifieds from yesterday's San Jose Mercury News. There are 10,000 technology-related jobs 
advertised in this paper. If they could be held by every unemployed or underemployed person in East 
Palo Alto, this would be a better country today. So whether it's finding a high-tech job or serving as a 
teacher or just being a more effective parent, every young person needs to know how to use this 
technology. I t will serve you well, no matter what you do. 

Now I'd like to begin our discussion by asking Rebecca Lobo a question that I hope will help us to 
understand what's involved here in getting young people to actually commit themselves to becoming 
technologically literate. 

A lot of people, Rebecca, across the country look up to you because you're tal l . [Laughter] And they 
also look up to you because you're a great basketball player, a great human being, and therefore, a 
great role model. They see the life you have; they'd like to have a career in professional sports. But a 
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lot of kids have to find their stardom somewhere else. There are only so many people who can make 
it in sports, but everybody can make it in life. So I'd like to know how you would speak to children to 
try to persuade them how to become technologically literate, why they should master computers and 
the Internet. What would your message be? 

[Rebecca Lobo, a player for the Women's National Basketball Assocation New York Liberty, said that 
children should follow their dreams and that access to the Internet offers a way to find paths to 
success.] 

The President. I'd like to - is it on? I'm still technologically challenged, right? [Laughter] I want to 
ask Reverend Jackson a question. You've been involved in the civil rights revolution all your life. We 
were just in Selma together. When Dr. King died, he was moving the civil rights revolution to a new 
stage, the stage of economic opportunity. And you have spent most of the last 30-plus years trying 
to extend that opportunity to people who have been left out and left behind. What do you think this 
new technology means to your prospects of succeeding at the work of the last 30 years? 

[Civil rights leader Rev. Jesse Jackson recalled young America came alive in the civil rights 
movement of the fifties and sixties to achieve social change. He announced an up-coming 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition conference in East Palo Alto to energize youth, parents, and churches to take 
advantage of technology and to close the digital divide.] 

The President. Thank you. 

I would like to ask a question of Carly Fiorina. One of the things that bothers me about being 
President is that I can - I'm a fairly high-energy person, so I can go to a place like East Palo Alto, 
and we can get everybody together, and we can get all these commitments, and people can follow 
through on their commitments. But I'm always worried that somehow there will be a gap between 
this moment and when people's lives really change. And I would like to know what you think it will 
really take for the information revolution to permeate this community and others like it, to the extent 
that we really will be able to guarantee equal opportunity to all these kids if they master the 
fundamentals of the information revolution. 

[Carly Fiorina stated that there is a constant war for talent in the high-tech industry and the need for 
skilled personnel would continue because it is a growth industry with no end in sight; she said that 
information technology and the Internet could be the great equalizer and erase barriers of t ime, 
distance, and prejudice; however, without those tools, skills, and access, the d ig i ta l d i v ide would 
become greater.] 

The President. Thank you. Let me just say — I just want to follow up on something. I want you to 
think about this. We're all sitting here talking about this, with 10,000 job vacancies being advertised 
in the paper yesterday in this area. If we don't do this now, when are we ever going to get around to 
it? Do you think we'd be having this meeting if the unemployment rate were 10 percent in America, 
or 10 percent in California? This is the time we've got to do this. 

We're back in Washington today debating legislation about how much — not whether but how much 
— we have to raise the cap on visas to bring in people from other countries who are trained in these 
skills. And I'm pro-immigration. I'm all for this. We've got to do it. We've got to keep these industries 
going. We've got to do the right thing. But I'm also trying to make sure when we do it, we get more 
investments to train people here to do those jobs, because you can do it. 

And I just want to say something to the local folks here and to the kids who are here. You've got to 
decide whether you believe intelligence is equally distributed in this world — I do; whether you 
believe ability is equally distributed - I do. I mean, not for everything; I couldn't play basketball like 
Rebecca. But everybody can do something, and everybody can learn this. 

I just got back from India, a country with a per capita income of $ 450 a year. And I was in a poor 
village where I saw women who were almost il l iterate, had never even been given the privilege of 
going to school, getting on computers, calling up their government's webpage, getting information 
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about how to take care of their newborn babies in remote villages because they had a computer with 
a good printer to take the software, give it to them, they could take it home. 

This can change the way the world works, and it can save you and your children from having to wait 
30 years to move into the mainstream. It can be done in a matter of months or a year. But you have 
to believe it, and you have to take advantage of it. And if we can't do it where there's 10,000 job 
vacancies in the paper, we will never get around to doing it. 

I would like to ask Bob Knowling to talk a little bit about - to be more specific here. What kind of job 
opportunities are available for minorities, for example, who may come from poor homes or poor 
neighborhoods or poor communities, if they get the skills and the training they need? And what do 
you think is the most important thing they could do and we could do to bridge this gap? 

[Robert E. Knowling, Jr., noted that the industry offered a wide variety of job opportunities, but 
women and people of color often got through the educational process and then did not get the jobs. 
He said high-tech businesses should stop merely paying lip service to diversity in hiring, and he 
hoped the next t ime the President visits, there will be only a few job vacancies remaining.] 

The President. Good deal. 

President's Use of Internet 

[Magda A. Escobar, executive director. Plugged In Enterprises, began the question-and-answer 
session with the community members in the audience, and a 9-year-old asked how the President 
used the computer and the Internet.] 

The President. Mostly -- let me tell you what, you know what I did? At Christmas-time I actually 
ordered Christmas presents with the computer. I confess, I don't use it much for E-mail, but that's for 
very personal reasons. When I want to talk to my daughter, for example, I get on the phone and call 
her. If you work for the Government, you don't use E-mail very much unless you want it all in the 
newspaper. [Laughter] 

So I mostly use — and the other thing I do is I try to find new sites. When I hear about something 
new, I try to get onto it. For example, when I learned that now up to 30,000 people were making a 
living off eBay — I'm always reluctant to give one company a free commercial here but -- and that a 
lot of them had once been on welfare, I wanted to look at it and figure out, how were these people 
making a living? 

So for me, I'm almost like you, I'm still trying to learn about all this, and I'm so interested in what its 
possibilities are. But the only thing I get personal benefit out of is shopping, because it's hard for me 
to move around very much. [Laughter] 

Let me say, I also wanted to thank ~ I forgot to say something — I wanted to thank the Costano 
Elementary Choir. They sang before I got here. So let's give them a big hand. Thank you very much. 

High-Tech Industry and Community Development 

[Ms. Escobar noted that America Online was broadcasting the event live on the Internet and 
questions were being submitted from 17 locations across the country. She read a question about 
what students could do to attract high-tech industries to their area.] 

The President. You should answer that. 

[Ms. Fiorina answered that high-tech industries go where there is skilled labor, where the education 
system will continue to develop skilled labor, where the tax system is encouraging, and where 
transportation systems enable growth.] 

Reverend Jesse Jackson. Mr. President? 
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The President. Go ahead, Jesse. Let me just answer that question real quick, though, because this is 
important. People ask me this all the t ime. 

The truth is, everything Carly said is right. Therefore, if you really want high-tech jobs in your area 
and you don't have them, you need to examine your school system and then get someone who 
understands all these factors that she just mentioned, to come into your community and help you 
develop a specific plan for all the changes you need to make to get it done. This is not something 
that can be done in a speech; I used to do this for a living when I was a Governor. This is about 
having a specific plan — what are you going to do; what's the list of people you're going to contact; 
who's going to do the work? 

So if the students who asked me this question are really interested in it, your community needs a 
plan. And then somebody needs to be charged with carrying it out, and then somebody else needs to 
be checking on them to make sure they're doing it. I t is like every other endeavor: you've got to 
have a plan, and then you've got to execute it. 

[Reverend Jackson reiterated that many pockets in the Nation are fundamentally disconnected and 
need a combination of structural universal access, motivation, and access to capital for 
entrepreneurship.] 

The President. I agree with that. 

Any other questions in the audience here? Go ahead. 

Future Technology 

[A 9-year-oid girl asked what technology would be in the future.] 

The President. Well, I certainly can't answer that. Who wants to answer that? Bob, you want to 
answer that question? 

[Mr. Knowling suggested that smart cards and smart chips would replace money and devices for 
Internet access would become more mobile. He said that globalization would increase, and the 
Internet revolution would make the Industrial Revolution pale in comparison. Ms. Fiorina added that 
young people would help figure out the future, and technology would become personalized and 
nonintrusive.] 

The President. I also think what you will see is that -- two things — I think all communications, 
information, and entertainment systems will merge. So people will be carrying around things that are 
telephones or faxes or televisions, you know, calling up movies, everything else in one little thing 
they can carry around with them. I think you will have that. 

And the other thing I think will happen is there will be a radical alteration in the relationship of 
energy to work, which will enable us to dramatically improve the protection of the global environment 
and generate a whole different kind of jobs than we've ever had before. I think those are the two 
things that will happen over the next 20 years. 

There was one other — I promised the lady over here — that young woman, yes, I promised her. 

High-Tech Industry Internships 

[The next questioner asked i f the President would help the community's youth receive internships in 
Silicon Valley. Ms. Fiorina interjected that Hewlett-Packard's internship program had been successful 
for both the company and interns. ] 

The President. How old are the interns? When do you start? 
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Ms. Fiorina. Most of them start at the end of their high school years and in their college years. I don't 
think we have interns much younger than 15 or 16. 

The President. Let me just say this. Maybe one of the things that the mayor could do is to sort of 
scout the interest in the high schools of the community and then talk to some of the companies about 
it. I'll bet you could arrange for some intern or intern-like programs for kids in their high school years 
so at least they could be exposed to these companies and see what it is they need to do. And we 
could come out with something good here. 

Internet Access in Low Income Areas 

[Ms. Escobar read a final question from the Internet about plans to help children from poor 
neighborhoods get access to the Internet. ] 

The President. Well, right now, what we are trying to do is to make sure all the schools are wired. 
And when we started, only about 3 percent of our schools were, 1993. Now, we're up to 95 percent of 
the schools in the country have at least one Internet connection, including 90 percent of the schools 
in low income areas. Surprisingly enough, some of our schools, believe it or not, can't be wired 
because they are so dilapidated, which is why I've been trying to get a school construction initiative 
passed through Congress. 

This may be hard for you to believe out here, but there are schools in New York City that are still 
heated by coal-fired furnaces. In Philadelphia, the average school building is 65 years old. And there 
are literally some of our poorest schools in our poor neighborhoods that we are physically unable to 
wire. But apart from them, by the end of this year, we should be at 100 percent of the schools. 

Then what I think we need to do is to look at some of the things that have been done, for example, 
by Lucent and others in Union City, New Jersey, where they are trying to put more computers and 
Internet connections into the homes of first generation immigrants so that they can — the parents 
can E-mail the principals and the teachers and learn and actually having — my goal is — it can't be 
done while I'm still President, but I'm going to keep working on it — my goal is to have the 
penetration of computers and Internet access in this country to equal the penetration of telephone 
usage. That's what our goal ought to be. We ought to not quit until we get there. 

Ms. Escobar. Mr. President, we actually have time for one last question from the audience. 

Audience member. Hello. 

The President. No, let this lady go, and then I'll take yours. No, this lady first and then you. Okay, go 
ahead. 

Audience member. Hi, Mr. President. My parents both voted for you. [Laughter] 

The President. Thank you very much. 

Diversity in Science and Engineering 

[The audience member asked about programs to promote more access to science and engineering for 
African-American females. ] 

The President. Well, I mentioned one of them in my announcement, but I think that beyond what we 
have talked about here, I think generally there needs to be a greater emphasis among young female 
students and among minority students on science, engineering, mathematics education. And we 
actually have some initiatives to invest in that, to do more outreach, do more recruitment, get more 
people involved in these programs, to encourage more people to go on to college to major in these 
programs in the 21st century science and technology initiative that the Congress has. And I think it's 
about a $ 3 billion initiative. I think it has very broad bipartisan support, and I expect it to pass. 
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* But I think we need to continue to just work on recruitment and then make sure that the kids that 
are interested in it take the courses in high school they need to take to get into the college majors. 
But I hope - that's one of the things that I was talking about. You know, we don't have enough 
women or minorities in a lot of these technology fields. But there are a lot of other fields related to 
science and engineering where we need more. I was talking to a young woman yesterday, who is a 
classmate of my daughter's at Stanford, about that, in the engineering area. 

I think a lot of it, too, is making people believe they can do it. You know, in that sense, there is a 
parallel to the — you know, a few years ago, we had a lot of talented women basketball players, but 
they didn't imagine that they could have a pro league that could work. But it does now, and so 
Rebecca has got a whole different life than she would have had if she had been an all-American 
college basketball player 20 years ago. She wouldn't have had the life she now has. And that's — 
someone imagined it, and then they went around putting it together. 

And I think it's even easier if we could just get more talent into the science and technology and 
engineering fields. And I think the main thing is recruitment and then making sure the young women 
and other people who have been left out actually do the preparatory work they need to get into the 
majors. I think the companies will recruit them coming out of college if they get there in the first 
place. 

Now, I promised this lady she could ask her question. 

President's Visit 

[In lieu of a question, the audience member welcomed the President and other dignitaries on behalf 
of the East Palo Alto community. ] 

Ms. Escobar. We have received hundreds of E-mails from students across the country. And once the 
President gets back, I understand he will be responding to them. 

The President. Yes, we want to respond to all the E-mails. 

Ms. Escobar. Great, wonderful! 

The President. Anything else? Let me say to all of you — I'd like to ask you to give a big hand to 
Senator Bennett and all the Members of the House of Representatives that are here. I thank them for 
coming. [Applause] One of the things I've noticed after 7 years of being President is that the 
President gets to give the speeches, but if the Congress doesn't appropriate the money, it's just a 
speech. So I think their interest in being here is very encouraging, indeed. 

I want to thank all the chief executive officers of all these companies who are here, because much of 
the work that will be done and much of the work that will be done and much of the commitment that 
has been made today comes from them. So give them a hand as well. [Applause] 

And let me urge you again not to get discouraged, to work on this, and to remember that as big as 
the challenges seem, there are other people for whom the challenges are greater. I will just give you 
one example. When we get to the Shiprock reservation today, we will be at a place where only 20 
percent of the residents have telephones. Now, you can't be on the Internet if you don't even have a 
line. The last Indian reservation I visited, the unemployment rate was 73 percent. 

The one thing you have here is physical proximity, and you ought to make the most of it. I'm out 
there trying to figure out how to help other people overcome physical distance, from Appalachia to 
the small towns of the Mississippi Delta to these Native American reservations. You've got the 
proximity. These people showed up here today for you. And now, to some extent, the community, the 
schools, you've got to make the most of this. They want to be here to help you, and you can do it. 

Thank you very much, and God bless you. 
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* NOTE: The President spoke at 9:07 a.m. in the parking lot at Plugged In. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mayor Sharifa Wilson of East Palo Alto, CA; Julian Lacey, manager, Plugged In Enterprises; and 
Earvin (Magic) Johnson, former National Basketball Association player. 
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HEADLINE: Remarks on Efforts To Bridge the Digital Divide 

BODY: 
Thank you very much. First of all, Julian, I thank you for your introduction, for your remarks, and, 

mostly, for the power of your example. I find very often when we do these events in the White 
House, by the t ime I get up to talk, everything that needs to be said has already been said. And I 
certainly thank you. 

I want to thank you. Senator Barbara Mikulski, for being the first Member of Congress to talk to me 
about the d ig i ta l d i v i de . And once I realized you were interested in it, I stopped worrying about 
whether we would address it — [laughter] — because no one will every say no to the Senate's 
sparkplug of energy. I want to thank Secretary Herman for her support. And Secretary Glickman, 
thank you for being here. Harris Wofford, the leader of our national service movement; and Gene 
Sperling, my National Economic Adviser, who has pushed this whole d ig i t a l d i v ide issue so 
passionately. 

I want to thank the Members of Congress who are here. Over to my left. Senator John Breaux, my 
neighbor from the Mississippi Delta, where we are very interested in the potential of the computer 
and the Internet. And we just had a large delegation of House Members that have come in. They've 
been voting, and I'm glad they're here. I hope I have all their names, but I'd like to introduce them: 
Representative Maxine Waters, Representative Bart Stupak, Representative Ellen Tauscher, 
Representative Lucille Roybal-Allard, Representative Silvestre Reyes, Representative John Larson, 
Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson, Representative Zoe Lofgren, Representative Ruben Hinojosa. 
Thank you all for being here. Did I get everybody? Thank you. And Elijah Cummings from Maryland --
he's on the front row. 

I'd also like to thank Governor Angus King from Maine for being here. He is working to create an 
endowment fund in Maine to provide portable computers and Internet access to all seventh graders, 
so they can actually be taken home. 

There are many other distinguished Americans here who have worked on this. Bob Johnson, the head 
of BET, thank you for being here. And I want to acknowledge the presence of former Governor of 
West Virginia Gaston Caperton, now the head of the College Board. West Virginia, under his 
leadership, was the first State to provide computer access to all elementary school students. So we're 
glad to have you here, sir. And I thank you all for being here. 

I want to talk about what we're doing now as we set the stage for the administration's third new 
markets tour, which will begin in the week of April the 16th. But before I begin, I would like to 
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.acknowledge two very important developments yesterday in America's ongoing fight to protect our 
children from the dangers of guns falling into the hands of criminals and children, one of them in 
Senator Mikulski's home State of Maryland. 

Last night I called Governor Glendening and Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend to 
congratulate them and the Maryland Legislature for passing legislation requiring built-in child safety 
locks on new handguns, ballistics testing for new guns, and safety training for gun purchasers. And 
yesterday Massachusetts began enforcing tougher consumer product safety rules, banning junk guns 
and requiring trigger locks. Next week I'm going out to Colorado to support a citizen ballot initiative 
there that would close the gun show loophole. 

These are all great efforts, and I think it's worth pointing out that they are bipartisan efforts in these 
States. Colorado, for example. Republican registration has gone up in the last 6 or 7 years, and this 
ballot initiative today is overwhelmingly in the lead on the ballot. So this should not be a partisan 
issue in Washington, DC, if it is not a partisan issue in the rest of the country. 

And again I say, I challenge the Congress to send me the commonsense gun safety legislation by 
April the 20th, the anniversary of the Columbine tragedy. We have to close the gun show loophole 
and require child safety locks and ban the importation of large scale ammunit ion clips that make our 
assault weapons ban a mockery. I t requires national legislation, as well. So congratulations to 
Maryland and Massachusetts, and I thank the people in Colorado, but we still have to do our job 
here. 

Now, I cannot imagine a better place for us to kick off our next chapter in the new markets effort 
than here in the East Room, for it was in this very room nearly two centuries ago that Thomas 
Jefferson and his personal aide, Meriwether Lewis, laid maps on this floor to chart the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. 

Today we are here again to chart a new expedition, to open new frontiers of possibilities for America, 
the digital frontiers. Our mission is to open that frontier to all Americans, regardless of income, 
education, geography, disability, or race. This is a fortunate time for the United States. We have the 
strongest economy in our history, the lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rates on 
record, the lowest female unemployment rate in 40 years. 

But we all know there are people and places that have been left behind. Over the last year I have 
traveled to many of these places. I have been to Appalachia and the Mississippi Delta, to the inner 
cities of Newark and Watts, to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. Every place I have 
gone I have seen how we could do more to bring the benefits of free enterprise and empowerment, 
with private sector and community organization cooperation, for new businesses, new jobs, new 
training and education that will make a real difference in people's lives. 

I want you to understand that while most people talk about the d ig i t a l d i v ide — and it is real, and it 
could get worse — I believe that the computer and the Internet give us a chance to move more 
people out of poverty more quickly than at any t ime in all of human history. That's what I believe. 
But it won't happen by accident. We'll have to work to make it happen. 

On this upcoming new markets tour, we will focus specifically on how to pool resources to help 
communities get access to and take best advantage of the tools of the information age. We will visit 
your hometown of east Palo Alto, a community where 20 percent of the residents still live below the 
poverty line, to show that even in the heart of Silicon Valley there is still a substantial d i g i t a l d i v ide 
but that things are being done about it. 

We will visit Ship Rock, New Mexico, a small town in the Navajo Nation, to demonstrate the unique 
challenges faced by geographically remote Indian reservations. I will speak at the influential COMDEX 
Conference in Chicago, where I'll talk to representatives of every major computer and Internet 
company in America and ask them to join our cause. 

And then the following week I will go to North Carolina, where we will discuss the importance of 
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connecting rural America to the same high-speed, broad-band networks now proliferating in 
metropolitan areas. 

On all these stops, I will make the case that new technologies can be an incredible tool of 
empowerment in schools, homes, businesses, community centers, and every other part of our civic 
life, arguing that if we work together to close the d ig i ta l d i v ide , technology can be the greatest 
equalizing force our society or any other has ever known. 

Imagine if computers and Internet connections were as common in every community as telephones 
are today, if all teachers had the skills to open students' eyes and minds to the possibilities of new 
technologies, if every small business in every rural town could join worldwide markets once reserved 
for the most powerful corporations -- just imagine what America could be. 

Let me say, first of all, I see Congressman Jefferson and Congressman Rush and Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson Lee. There may be other Representatives, but as they come in, I'll try to acknowledge 
them. There's a ton of interest in this. 

Let me give you an example. You know, I just got back from India, a country of 900 million people 
with a per capita income of $ 450. We think we have challenges. But I saw what you could do there 
to close the d ig i ta l d i v i de , to use technology in an affirmative way. 

I went to a little village in Rajasthan called Nayla - typical low income Indian village. And in the 
public building, the village's public building, there is a computer with software where the programs 
are in both English and Hindi and can be adapted to other local languages as the case may be. And 
the first thing I saw was a mother who had just given birth to a child come in. And they have all the 
public information from the Federal and State government on this computer. 

So she goes — she brings up the Health Department's page on newborn babies. And there's so much 
visual -- there's such a good visual component to this software that you could be almost illiterate and 
still work it. And she identifies the instructions that any new mother might want to have, and then 
she pushes a few buttons, and there's a printer. She prints it out, and she now has information just 
as good as she could get if her baby were born at the Georgetown Medical Center here, and she were 
going home. 

Then I met with this women's dairy cooperative - keep in mind, in this little village in India, where 
every transaction, every t ime they brought milk in, it was all entered on the computer, what the fat 
content was, what the volume was, what the price was. And every t ime the milk was sold, it was 
entered, so that they got a regular computerized record of not only what they had put in but what 
they got out. 

Then I went to Hyderabad, which is sort of a high-tech center of India. But in that whole State, you 
can now get 18 public services on the computer, on the Internet. Nobody goes to a revenue office to 
buy their license anymore. You can get a driver's license on the Internet. Now, Governor, if you do 
that, you can be Governor for life. They'll repeal the term limits, repeal everything. [Laughter] 

My point is that you can see the potential of this for even the poorest people in the world is truly 
explosive. That's why we want these 1,000 computer centers out there, because we don't want to 
wait even for all the schools to do this right. We want adults in rural areas, in isolated areas, in poor 
areas, to be able to come in and access the same sort of services, and use them and get the same 
sort of information and access. 

The potential of this is truly staggering. We need not see the d ig i ta l d i v ide as a threat. I t is the 
greatest opportunity the United States of America has ever had to lift people out of poverty and 
ignorance. 

But I will say again, if you look at the whole history of economic development, whenever there's a 
change in the paradigm, there's a divide that opens, because some people are well positioned to take 
advantage of the new economy. It happened when we moved from being an agricultural nation to an 
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* industrial nation. Some people are well-positioned to take advantage of it, and others aren't. So new 
divides always open when the dominant way of making a living in any society changes. But this 
empowerment tool gives us a chance not only to close the divide quickly but to actually lift poor 
people in a way that has never before been possible. 

I just got back from northern California, and I learned that now — I met with some people from a lot 
of different computer companies, but the people from eBay told me that there are now 30,000 
people-plus, making a living just trading on eBay, not working for the company, and that many of 
them used to be on welfare. So it's important that we see this not only for the problem it presents, 
but for the phenomenal opportunity that it presents, important that we see it not only as a way to 
close a gap so people don't fall further behind but a way to give people a tool that will enable them to 
leap further ahead. But again I say, it won't happen by accident. I t requires government, business, 
educators, librarians, civil rights, religious leaders, labor union leaders — thank you, Mr. Bahr, for 
being here today -- community-based organizations, foundations, volunteers. Everybody has got to 
work together. 

Today I want to issue a national call for action on digital opportunity, to help us achieve two vitally 
important goals. First, to bring 21st century learning tools to every school. That means we have to 
finish the job of connecting every classroom to the Internet, ensuring that all students have access to 
multimedia computers, creating more high quality educational software, helping all teachers learn 
how to make the best use of these tools. And this is very important. 

Again, I want to thank the Members of Congress here who have supported our efforts in the 
aftermath of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, to create the E-rate, which has made it possible 
for the schools, no matter how poor they are, to have access to the Internet. 

The second goal is to expand efforts far beyond our schools, to give every citizen Internet access at 
home, by bringing technology centers and high-speed networks to every single community, by 
helping adults to gain the skills to compete for IT jobs, and inspiring more people to appreciate the 
great value of getting on line. 

Today is the opening of this national call to action. More than 400 organizations already have signed 
the pledge, and this is just the beginning. For the rest of the year we will try to inspire hundreds, 
indeed, thousands, more to sign up. We will work with Congress across party lines to build support 
for budget and legislative initiatives to meet these goals. And you heard Senator Mikulski outline 
some of them. We have to be willing at the national level to do our part. This is a worthy Federal 
investment. 

is During the new markets tour, we'll have an opportunity to announce many commitments tied to th 
call to action. Today I'd just like to review four of them, all of them vivid illustrations of the kind of 
visionary partnership and barn-raising spirit that we are working to foster. 

First, to reprieve something Senator Mikulski mentioned, AmeriCorps will make an enormous 
contribution to closing the d ig i ta l d iv ide by marshaling the power of active citizen volunteers. 
Thanks to the leadership of Senator Mikulski and Harris Wofford, AmeriCorps is committing $ 10 
million to recruit 750 new members to serve in a brand-new E-Corps. The E-Corps will be a large 
battalion of volunteers, trained and devoted exclusively to projects like providing technical support to 
school systems and teaching computer literacy to adults and children. 

The Corporation for National Service will also unleash the power of students helping students by 
providing funds to allow 90,000 high school students to get involved in d i g i t a l d iv ide projects as 
part of their educational curriculum. 

Most young people I know can run circles around me and most people my age when it comes to 
computers and the Internet. AmeriCorps is going to tap their capacity so that they can help others in 
their communities to close the digital divide. 

Second, to help get AmeriCorps' E-Corps off to a running start, Yahoo will donate a million dollars in 
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* , Internet advertising to attract potential E-Corps members with hightech skills. 

Third, in partnership with the YWCA, 3Com is launching an innovative initiative called NetPrep GYRLS 
— g-y-r-l-s. Currently less than 30 percent — listen to this — less than 30 percent of our computer 
scientists and programmers are women. NetPrep GYRLS will help to right this imbalance offering free 
computer network training and certification to hundreds of high school girls across our country. 

Fourth, the American Library Association has pledged to greatly expand the information literacy 
programs of its members in at least 250 communities. So this is just the beginning, but I want to 
thank the people who were involved for these four initiatives. There will be many more, but I thank 
you very much. 

I've heard Harris Wofford, who worked with Martin Luther King and who was in Selma with me the 
other day and was in Selma 35 years ago, when the first march took place, say that making sure all 
young Americans share in the opportunity and promise of America is the unfinished business of the 
civil rights movement. 

I t is appropriate that we are meeting here on this subject 32 years to the day after Martin Luther 
King was assassinated in Memphis. He was there working to lift the economic fortunes of 
disadvantaged people. I think if he were with us today, he would therefore say closing the d ig i t a l 
d iv ide is a righteous cause. 

In his last Sunday sermon, he ended with a prayer that said, "God grant us all a chance to be 
participants in the newness and magnificent development of America." That's what this is all about. 
We need more people Julian. We need more people like you, not only clapping for people like Julian 
but helping them to live their dreams. 

We do that when we help young people, when we help seniors in rural America get medical advice 
over the Internet, when we create tools that allow people with disabilities to open new doors of 
possibility. We give our neighbors a chance to participate in this astonishing American renaissance. 
We have done something that would have made Dr. King proud. And the new technology of the 
digital age gives us a chance to do it for more people, more quickly, more profoundly, than at any 
t ime in human history. It 's up to us to seize that opportunity. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. in the East Room at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to computer skills teacher and website developer Julian Lacey, who introduced the President; 
Harris Wofford, Chief Executive Officer, Corporation for National and Community Service; Robert L. 
Johnson, chairman and chief executive officer, BET Holdings, Inc.; Gov. Parris N. Glendening of 
Maryland; and Morton Bahr, president. Communication Workers of America. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release February 2, 2000 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
ABOUT THE DIGITAL DIVIDE 

Ballou Senior High School 
Washington, D.C. 

11:35 A.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Now, all of you sitting out here in this audience, you 
know, some of us speak in public for a living; others don't. I thought Darnell was terrific. Didn't 

you think he did a good job? 

I am so glad to be here today with all of you at Ballou Senior High School. I thank the 
band for playing for us earlier today - I thought you all did a great job. And I thank Dr. Durham 
and Dr. Bridges for welcoming me here and for giving me a track and field jacket, which I will 
wear happily. I thank the students who met me. 

I want to say a special word of thanks to the Chairman and CEO of America On-Line, 
Steve Case; and for Epic Learning's President, David Sterling. I thank them for what they said 
here today and for the commitment they have to giving you and young people like you all over 
this country a chance to live your dreams by making sure you have access to the technological 
future that ought to be within reach of every American. They don't have to do this; they're doing 
this because they know it is the right thing to do. And I thank them for being here. 

I want to talk a little today about what our job is in the govemment, what my job as 
President is, what Washington's job should be, to make sure that we can have more stories like 
the ones I saw from the students today that Darnell introduced me to. And I want to thank all the 
students that showed me what they were doing to either repair or to work with computers. But 
nothing that the President proposes that costs any money can be done unless the Congress goes 
along. And there is an enormous amount of interest in the United States Congress today in both 
parties, in both the Senate and the House, to do something about this. 

And there is a big delegation from Congress here, so I want to introduce them. I'd like to 
ask them to stand, and I hope you will express your appreciation to them. First of all. Senator 
Bob Bennett, from Utah, who headed our Y2K efforts in the Congress. Thank you, sir. 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters from Califomia. Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee from 
Texas. Congressman Bill Jefferson from Louisiana. Congressman Adam Smith from 



Washington. Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher from Califomia. Congressman David Wu from 
Oregon. And your representative in Congress, Eleanor Holmes Norton. Thank you. 

Did I miss anybody? And I want to thank your wonderful Mayor, who was once a 
member of our administration, Mayor Anthony Williams. Stand up, there. Thank you very 
much. 

I want to just mention a couple of other people. First of all, thank you. Superintendent 
Ackerman, for welcoming me. I want to thank Harris Wofford, who is the head of the 
AmeriCorps program, and Vista. The AmeriCorps-Vista volunteers are working to help solve 
this problem of the digital divide all over America. They're young people who are going back 
into our schools, going back into our community, helping people who otherwise wouldn't have a 
chance, and eaming some money themselves for college. Some of you might want to consider 
joining AmeriCorps when you get out of high school. 

Stand up. Senator Wofford. Thank you very much. 

I want to thank Angela Lee from AT&T and Julie Evans from NetDay for the work they 
have done to help cormect all of our schools to the Intemet. I want to thank three people in our 
administration - Gene Sperling, my National Economic Advisor, who has worked so hard on 
this; Secretary Daley, who is speaking in Harlem on this issue today; and I want to thank Vice 
President Gore for reasons I'll say in a moment, but he had a great deal to do with what we have 
been able to accomplish over the last six years. 

I just got a wonderful tour from Damell, and a chance to leam how technology is 
enhancing your educational mission. And as Steve Case said, it will only increase when you 
become one of these power-up sites. I learned every freshman is taking a computer literacy 
class. I leamed students are going on-line to get help with their homework and leam what they 
need to do to prepare for college. I leamed that you can chat in foreign languages with people 
around the world and work on projects with scientists from our Naval Research Lab. 

I was particularly pleased to leam about Epic Leaming's long-term commitment to help 
students toward certificates in high-tech careers, and about the way companies like 3M, AT&T 
and Cisco, along with the AFL-CIO, are working to give you additional hardware, software, and 
teacher training. 

One thing that I think may be a down side from the students' point of view ~ it occurred 
to me when I was driving through the snow today ~ is that once we get everybody wired, you'll 
still have to go to school even when you can't get here, because you can just go on the Intemet. 
But I think it's worth the sacrifice to give you a better future 

I wanted to say to you — to give you some examples. When we talk about bridging the 
digital divide, what do we mean? We mean that everybody ought to have access to a computer; 
everybody ought to have access to the Intemet; everybody ought to know how to use it and then 
we ought to make it possible for people to make the maximum use of it. I want to just give you 



some examples of what this incredibly profound change in our society has wrought in individual 
lives. 

Victor Shen is a high school junior in Whittier, Alaska. He dreams of becoming a 
professional mathematician, but he lives in a small school in our largest but most mral state. So 
his school doesn't offer college-level calculus. His town is so remote that he's cut off from the 
whole rest of the world for several months every winter. But he will soon have the chance to 
take the classes he needs to pursue his dream of becoming a mathematician by getting on-line. It 
wouldn't be there. 

It ought to be there for every person like him, in every mral area and every inner-city 
neighborhood in the entire United States of America. There are lots of Victor Shens out there. 
There are people in this high school who could become professional mathematicians, 
professional scientists. There are people like you in every community in this country - no one 
should be shut out of this. 

Listen to this. Two years ago, a man named Clinton Johnson lost his little bakery on 
125th street in Harlem in New York City. He had no savings to support his wife and two 
children. But he found a community technology center near his home, leamed HTML code and 
got himself a good job as a web developer. 

Dale O'Reilley, a grandmother of two from Medford, New Jersey, was diagnosed nine 
years ago with Lou Gehrig's Disease. Now, even though she can no longer move or speak, a 
special laptop computer allows her to give voice to her thoughts, and she continues to write 
newspaper articles for the Philadelphia Inquirer. 

The areas in America with the highest unemployment are our Native American 
reservations. I visited last year the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, the home of 
the Oglala Sioux. The unemployment rate there is over 70 percent. 

We're all looking for new ways for them to find things to do. They have very gifted 
artists and crafts and making Native American products. This year, I ordered Christmas gifts 
from the Pine Ridge reservation over the Intemet. They would never be able to market their 
products across this nation ~ never, ever. They wouldn't have the money to do it. But because 
they have a web page, people like us can find them and help them to build their dreams. 

And before we came out here, I was talking to Steve about ~ I spent some time a few 
months ago with the executive of E-Bay out in Northem Califomia. Some of you may have 
found E-Bay on the Net. It's a trading site. And the company's gone like crazy, because people 
love to buy and sell things. It's like an old-fashioned community like the farmers' market used to 
be in my hometown on Saturday moming. And people buy and sell all kinds of things on E-Bay. 
There are now over 20,000 Americans making a living, not working for E-Bay, but buying and 
selling on the site, and many of them used to be on welfare. They found a way through the Net 
to empower themselves through their minds to have a different future. 



Now, this is just the beginning. We have only scratched the surface. Imagine what it will 
be like when every single child in this country can just stretch a hand across a keyboard and pull 
up every book ever written, every painting ever created, every symphony or jazz piece ever 
composed. When high-speed wireless networks bring distant leaming and telemedicine to every 
mral area in this country. When even the smallest business can compete worldwide just because 
they have access to people across the world through the Net. 

This is the future we are trying to build. In 1994, when Vice President Gore and I 
sponsored the first NetDay to begin to hook all of our schools and all of our classrooms up to the 
Intemet, only 3 percent of the classrooms in America were wired. Since then, the public and the 
private sectors, through generous grants, through NetDays, volunteer work, and through the steep 
discounts that schools can get in access charges, thanks to the so-called e-rate, which the Vice 
President pioneered — since then, we've gone from 3 percent of our classrooms connected to over 
half of our classrooms connected. And 90 percent of the schools in the United States today have 
at least one connection to the Intemet. That's a big step forward, and I'm proud of that. 

But as you have already heard, there is still a big digital divide in this country. And it 
mns through income first ~ low-income families are far less likely to have access to the Intemet 
and computers. There is also, for reasons we don't entirely understand, there is a separate racial 
and ethnic component to it. Among low-income families, African American and Hispanic 
families are less likely than other low-income families to have computers and to be hooked up to 
the Intemet. 

We also know that people who live in mral areas, regardless of their race, are far, far less 
likely to own computers, and to be wired to the Net - even though they, in some ways, need it 
more than anybody else because of their physical isolation. And that this is most pronounced in 
Indian country in the United States. 

Eventually this digital divide will deprive businesses of the workers they need. That's 
why I was so glad to see people training here, to leam how to use and to repair computers. It 
could also widen inequality in our society between people, based on who's connected and who's 
not. 

Now, at a time when our country has the longest economic expansion in history and the 
lowest unemployment rate in 30 years, and the lowest minority unemployment rates ever 
recorded, we must close the digital divide. We have worked too hard to tum this country around 
and to get it going in the right direction, to let all this generation of young people wind up with 
greater inequality, when we have a chance to have greater equality of opportunity in America 
than ever in our history. 

Some of you may know that I have been going around America holding what I call New 
Markets tours, to make the argument that with all the prosperity of the country, now is the time 
to recognize and be honest about the fact that not every community has felt the economic 
prosperity of the last few years, and that is our obligation, to bring economic opportunity to all 
the neighborhoods, and all the mral areas, and all the Indian reservations, where they don't know 



there has been a recovery because it hasn't changed their lives. If we don't to it now, we will 
never get around to doing this. Now is the time to do it. 

In April, I am going to 

lead one of these New Markets tours, focused only on this issue — closing the digital 
divide. What can we do to have the kind of stories I saw in your classroom today and every 
classroom and every neighborhood, among every group in every community in the United 
States? And I've asked Congress to help me. And I want to talk a little bit about what I think our 
job is. 

First of all, we ought to have a goal ~ I believe in having big goals. If you have big goals 
and you work towards them, even if you don't quite get there, you look around and you find 
you've come a long way. If you don't have big goals, you don't get much done. What should our 
big goal be? Our big goal should be to make connecfion to the Intemet as common as connection 
to telephones is today. That's what our big goal ought to be. 

And I think we should start by making sure that every community has a technology 
center that serves not just young people, but adults as well. Yes, you can clap for that - that's all 
right. I don't want to take credit for this. We started doing this two years ago because 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters from Califomia, who is here today, who was then chairman of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, brought this idea to our attention. She said, you ought to have 
community technology centers everywhere for the adults, for the people who aren't in the 
schools. They need access to this, too. 

These centers were working so well that we tripled our investment in them last year. And 
I have given Congress a budget that will triple our investment in them again so we can have 
1,000 community centers with computers serving the adults of America who otherwise would 
not have access to them. Thank you very much, Congresswoman Waters, and I hope we can 
pass it. 

Second, we want to join with the private sector to bring more computers and Intemet 
access into the homes of low-income people. Public-spirited members of the high-tech 
community have already helped us ~ pledged to help us on this. I know of at least two places in 
America where there is a serious program, thanks to the private sector, not only to hook up all 
the classrooms, but to give more low-income students' parents computers in their homes and 
make sure they know how to e-mail the school, and keep working back and forth on the 
homework, on the progress of life in school. 

In one of these districts in particular, in New Jersey, where a lot of the students are first-
generation immigrants whose parents' main language is not English, there has been an explosion 
in student performance, in part because the Net has enabled the parents who are working all day, 
who are busy, who hardly have enough money to support their children, but because they're 
connected, they can be directly involved through e-mail in their children's education. It made a 
big difference. And we need to recognize that as much as we can do with the community 



centers, which we ought to do now, eventually we're going to have to give home access to low-
income people just like the rest of us have, and I think we should be working on it. 

Third thing I want to do is to ask Congress to give private companies a couple of billion 
dollars - that's a lot of money ~ in tax incentives to get them to build and support these 
conmiunity technology centers, donate quality computers and provide computer training. 

Fourth, I want to do more to give ~ this is a big issue - I bet you notice this here; I bet 
some teachers know this - we must do more to give quality technology training to all of our new 
teachers in America, to make sure they're as good with computers as they are with textbooks. 
You can have all the computers in the world, and if the kids know more about it than the teachers 
- which is often the case, at least, if they're as technologically challenged as I have been in my 
life — we'll be behind. 

Why should we expect teachers, who did not grow up in the computer age, to just know 
everything they should know to teach the kids everything they can teach to maximize this? We 
should do more. We owe it to the teachers of this country to give them all the training they need 
to maximize all this hardware and software that we're doing our best to put at their fingertips, 
and at the use of their students. 

Next thing we need to do is bring high-speed networks to underserved communities. 
Businesses are looking for high-speed Intemet access when they consider new sites. One of the 
problems I've got in trying to convince people that, even with tax incentives, they ought to go to 
isolated areas is, they don't have high-speed Intemet access, and time is money. So it's very 
important to do that. 

And finally, we want to triple our investment in our Commerce Department's Technology 
Opportunity Program, to create innovative applications of technology for all low-income 
communities. For example, we want to have health information systems that raise childhood 
immunization rates in inner cities. We want to have mentoring for at-risk youth that can be done 
via the Intemet. We believe there are a lot of things that can be done to lift the lives of low-
income people, and to bring benefits to them that normally aren't there, i f we just think about it 
and we give people the tools who live in these communities to think about it and find ways to 
maximize their future. 

It would be a terrible irony of our time if these tools, these information revolutionary 
tools that are breaking down barriers all over the world — and I'll just give you one more fact ~ 
when I became President ~ now, to the kids, this seems like a long time ago, but for the adults, it 
won't be — when I became President seven years and two weeks ago, there were 50 — 50 sites on 
the Worldwide Web — 50. Today, there are over 50 million. And it's the fastest-growing means 
of communication in history by far. Nothing even comes close. 

And as a result, I told somebody the other day — you know, I come from a small town in 
mral Arkansas, and I've got a cousin that plays chess once or twice a week with a guy in 
Australia. I mean, it's unbelievable. This is the kind of things that's going on. This tool is 
breaking down barriers between nations and cultures, and enabling us to come together, and it's 



opening up all these wonderful opportunities. It would be a tragedy if we allowed this 
instmment that is also breaking down barriers to build up new barriers to people living their 
dreams simply because they didn't have access to it. That's what this whole thing is about. 

There are kids in this gym today who, in a fomier time, might never have been able to 
even think about getting an education in some sort of esoteric technology or scientific subject 
that will see something on the web that will spark your interest, and that you will then be able to 
pursue, could change your whole life. It would be wrong for you not to have that opportunity. 

There are people here today who will understand that they can use this tool to make a 
living and to create economic opportunity in this part of Washington, D.C. that's never been 
there. It would be wrong for you not to have that opportunity. There are people here today who 
can find out infomiation about things that already exist. 

I saw — one young woman was looking at the questions she should ask in going to 
college. Every one of you should know that already on the books, we have passed tax credits, 
scholarships and loans so that at least two years of college is affordable to everybody in America 
now. I don't care how poor you are. And if the Congress passes the legislation before them now, 
four years of college will be affordable to everybody in America, I don't care what your income 
is. You need to know that. 

And it will be tragic if this instmment, that has done more to break down barriers 
between people than anything in all of human history, built a new wall because not everybody 
had access to it. That's what this whole deal's about. 

Steve Case and I were talking when Damell was up here talking, and he said, you know, 
I'm not little anymore, and he did that sort of, oh, shucks, routine, you know? I told Steve Case, I 
said, boy, he is really good. And Steve said, yes, I'm glad I don't have to follow him. I want 
every American to have a story like Damell's. And this tool means that we don't have to give up 
on anybody. We don't have to leave anybody behind. We can all go forward together in the 
most exciting age this country has ever known. And we're here to tell you we will do our best to 
make sure you go. 

And I want to close, as Mr. Case did, by saying, it doesn't matter what technology you 
put before you ~ to the students ~ if you don't do your part. You've still got to be able to read. 
You've still got to be curious enough to want to leam. You've still got to be disciplined enough 
to be willing to work. But if you get your heart and your mind engaged, there should be no 
barrier to letting you live your dreams tomorrow. And we're going to do our best to take the 
barriers down. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 

END 12:01 P.M. EST 
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SECTION: WHITE HOUSE BRIEFING 
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HEADLINE: PRESIDENT W I L L I A M CLINTON REMARKS TO THE THIRD WAY CONFERENCE 
SESSION ONE: EQUALITY AND OPPORTUNITY 

PALAZZO VECCHIO FLORENCE, ITALY 

BODY: 
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, first of all, let me say that I think. Prime Minister D'Alema, the 

morning session is well-named. We are concerned about equality and opportunity in the new 
economy. 

Let us begin with the proposition that the new economy is powered by a revolution in technology, 
especially in information and telecommunications; and exponentially enhanced by the growing global 
trade. The new economy does best in a highly entrepreneurial environment where people with new 
ideas have access to capital and low barriers to establishing a growing business. More than in any 
previous time of economic expansion, job growth is disproportionately higher in the private, as 
opposed to the public, sector. 

Now, the good news is that there is an extraordinary potential for the growth of jobs, businesses and 
wealth. We have in the United States been blessed, for example, with a stock market that has more 
than tripled in the last seven years. But this is not free of challenges, both within and among nations. 

Even though, for example, in our country we have the lowest poverty rate in 20 years, and the 
lowest poverty rate among households headed by single parents — principally women -- in over 40 
years, we know that there are the following problems with the new economy if you just have a 
laissez-faire policy. Number one, the skill gap among people with high levels of education and low 
levels will lead to even more dramatic income inequality. 

Number two, in a highly volatile environment where lots of jobs are being created and lots of jobs 
are being lost, it requires a special attention to the transition assistance needed to give people the 
skills and other support they need to move from one job to another. 

Number three, there will be people and places that are completely left behind; I mentioned this in 
my remarks last night. The United States has the lowest unemployment rate we've had in 30 years, 
but if you look at some of our inner-city neighborhoods — the remote mountain places in Appalachia, 
for example, the Mississippi Delta, the Native America, the American Indian reservations — you find 
unemployment rates anywhere from three to 12 times the national average. 

l o f 3 11/30/1999 3:38 PM 
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So if you wish to promote equality and opportunity, there must be a strategy first to close the skills 
gap, which means that there's a role for government here. We have to spend more money, not less, 
than ever before on education; it needs to start sooner; it needs to last for a l ifetime; and it needs to 
be focused much more rigorously on results, so that it's not just a question of spending money, but 
you're actually getting a higher return for the money that's being spent. 

Number two, there needs to be a system of lifetime learning for people in transition. You have people 
at the age of 50 changing jobs now. They can still do quite well, but they have to have help and 
support. Number three, there needs to be a system for getting capital to those people and places 
that are left behind. 

Let me just give you an example. One of the big debates we're having in America now is how long we 
can keep this economic expansion going. I t is already the longest peacetime expansion in our 
history; in February, it will be the longest economic expansion in American history, including World 
War I I . 

I believe that this is happening — I'd like to tell you it's because of my policies -- I believe it's 
happening because we have underestimated the productivity gains of technology, and 
underestimated the power of open borders and open trade to restrain inflation -- which permits these 
economic expansions to go on, if you have good policies. 

Now, how can we continue to grow the economy? You can bring investment to the places that are left 
behind. So I have before the United States Congress, now, a proposal essentially to set up the 
equivalent in America of our Export-Import Bank and our Overseas Private Investment Corporation to 
give American investors the same incentives to invest in the poorest areas in America we give them 
to invest in the poorest areas of Latin America or Africa — not to take away the foreign incentives, 
but to mirror them in the very poor areas of our country. I think this is something that all advanced 
countries should look at. 

Finally, let me say there is a big problem with the so-called d ig i t a l d i v i de . The people who have 
access to the Internet and technology have enormous advantages, and it has to be closed. We are 
now hooking up all of our classrooms to the Internet, and we should finish next year; but I think we 
should shoot for a goal in the developing countries, the developed countries, of having Internet 
access as complete as telephone access within a fixed number of years. I t will do as much as 
anything else to reduce income inequality. 

Last point I want to make: there are not just problems in this economy dealing with equality and 
opportunity; there are opportunities, too, and let me just mention two. 

Number one, technology has permitted us to say for the first t ime since the Industrial Revolution it is 
no longer necessary to grow an economy to burn more greenhouse gasses to burn up the 
atmosphere. I t is now possible to grow an economy and actually use less greenhouse gasses and put 
less strain on the economy. That opens up the opportunity not only to save the environment, but to 
create literally millions of new jobs around the world. 

Number two, the Internet itself offers opportunities for people who don't have access to traditional 
jobs to make money. There is an American company that perhaps some of you have used, called 
eBay, and it's basically a place on the Internet where you can buy anything. It 's like a great 
international market on the Internet. There are now over 20,000 people, including a lot of people 
who are on welfare, who are making a living on eBay -- making a living on eBay. 

So there are opportunities as well as problems in this economy. We should not be depressed about it. 
We should just realize that governance requires new policies. 

Mr. Prime Minister, you asked us to talk about the domestic issues first, and there are a whole lot of 
global issues I'd like to deal with but, this is what I would like to say about the domestic issues. We 
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have to deal with more investment in education; more investment in transition aid; a strategy to get 
capital to people in places left behind; a strategy to close the d ig i t a l d i v i d e ; and we have to make 
the most of the new technologies, especially in the environmental areas, and the new opportunities 
for isolated people and places to make money because of the Internet, not in spite of it. 

Thank you. (Applause.) 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
RADIO ADDRESS ON TECHNOLOGY GRANTS AND EDUCATION BUDGET 

BERLIN, GERMANY 
June 3, 2000 

Good moming. Earlier this week, I attended a summit with European leaders to focus on 
the opportunities and challenges of the new economy. One of those challenges is bridging the 
digital divide and helping all ourpeople make the most of technology's promise. Today, I want 
to talk'U'ith you about new steps our Administration is takmg to help Amenca's students and 
teachers do just that. 

I'rnjroud of tlTe_grogress we've made over the last s;even ypars tn pyp̂ p̂H p|r>f̂ f̂ cg tr» | 
technology n̂ our scHools7 In 1994, only three percent of our classrooms were connected tn tMe 
Infemet. Today, thanks in large part to the e-rate program championed by Vice President Qore, 
more tHan half our classrooms are wired and V5 percent ot our schools have at least one Intemet 
connectiflp. That's a big step, but there's more to do—and it's about more than computers and 
connections. Access is important, but it's only a means to an e i | ^ The ultimate purpose of 
corqputers in the clissroom is to boost stuaeni performance andnelp children leam. Uaat can 
nnjvjiappen if teachers have the training to best use technology. 

Today, two out of three teachers with access to a computer say they don't feel well 
prepared to use it in class. We owe it to America's children to help their teachers become as 
comfortable with a computer as they are with a chalkboard. And we need to start early. With 
rising student enrollment and teacher retirements, America will need more than two million new 
teachers in the next ten years. We ought to make sure that every one of them can use a computer 
to help students meet high standards. CAL. AVJV. 

We're taking steps to do that. Earlier this year, the deans of over200^11eges of A 
education committed to work with my Administration to meet this goal. T^day, i-am-:^ cii^isaX-^ 

g $128 million in new three-year technology grants to help tomorrow's teachers 
prepare 21^' centurv snid^nts. 

We are awarding 122 grants to teacher colleges and other partners in every region of the 
country. These resources will train new teachers to use technology to improve student 
arhievemgnt A grant to Westem Michigan University, for example, will be used to build 
partnerships with business leaders and local school districts to help future teachers use 
technology in the classroom. San Diego State University is receiving a grant to develop 
advanced technologies to improve student reading and reach educators throughout Califomia. 

Combined with past grants, today's awards will help train as many as 600,000 new 
tenrlrcri nntinnwidf, My^udget for the cominp ynv-A'̂ \\h\<'"} <̂ \\T in'î '̂ r?tmF;rLLin quality 
technology training to reach cJne million teachers by 2004. 



Unfortunately, Congress has failed to provide the resources to meet that target. The 
House budget would deny hundreds of thousands of future teachers the training they need to use 
technology to help students meet challenging academic standards. Their budget also denies the 
funding I requested to create up to 1,000 new community technology centers that help young 
people and adults gain critical technology skills. 

In too many ways, the education budget making its way through Congress simply doesn't 
make the grade. It invests too little in our schools and demands too little from them. In order to 
pay for large and irresponsible tax breaks, it fails to address some o f our schools' most pressing 
needs—from increasing accountability, to building and modemizing schools, to improving 
teacher quality and reducing class size. 

I n t h i s t i m e o f u n p r e c e d e n t e d p r o s p ^ p t y , thexa in n n rftf ir.nn t n t l m i - f r h a n p n n i i r r h i l r l r p n 

a n d o u r s c h o o l s . I ' m c a l l i n g o n C o n g r e s s t o pass a h i iHgPt j rha t r g f l p r l s n n r v n l n o s nnH p u t ' ; 

ediication tirst—a budgeTlhai StrenglhCttii accountability and helps tum around low-performing 
.schools...reduces class size and increases after-school opportunities...closes the digital divide 
and opens doors to help disadvantaged children gear up for college.. .rebuilds crumbling schools 
and boosts teacher quality. I f Congress sends me a budget that fails that test, I w i l l veto it. 

I hope Congress wi l l work wi th me to pass balanced, responsible budget that invests in 
our children. Instead o f widening the divide in technology and education, we can widen the 
circle o f opportunity for every American. Now is the time to get it done. 

Thanks for listening. 

# # # 
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It is a delight to be here today. I'm told that I am the first sitting President to visit 
Owensboro since Harry Truman. President Tmman always did have good taste. I know you that 
a terrible tomado came through here in January. We tried to do our part in Washington to help. 
But while the physical scars are still evident, I can see that the spirit of this community remains 
strong. Even your wonderftil Panthers bounced back, and almost won the championship again 
this year. 

Flying in today from Louisville by helicopter, over the farms and wooded hills of this 
beautiful state, I got a view of Kentucky that few Kentuckians have the privilege of seeing—and 
if you do get the chance I highly recommend it. On the ground here in Owensboro, I've been 
given a view of school reform that few Americans have ever seen. And so I am here today, on 
the first stop of a two-day school reform tour, because I want the American people to understand 
that there are places in this country that have met one of our nation's most perplexing challenges: 
how to bring educational excellence to public schools, even in the most economically 
disadvantaged communities. Now, it's time to bring the reforms we know work to every low-
performing school in America. 

I'm here in Kentucky this moming to show how an entire state can identify and tum 
around its low-performing schools with high standards, accountability, and investments to help 
schools meet those standards. Later today, I ' l l be in Davenport, Iowa, to highlight the 
importance of having modem school buildings for our children. Tomorrow, I ' l l visit the nafion's 
first charter school in St. Paul, Minnesota, where the public schools are thriving with more 
competition and accountability. I ' l l finish up tomorrow in Columbus, Ohio, where the schools 
are doing everything right, including raising teacher quality—and getting good results in the 
classroom. 

Ever since Sec. Riley and I were young govemors 20 years ago, we've been wresting 
with the challenge of how to improve education, especially in disadvantaged communities. It's a 
challenge govemors are still working on. Just today. Gov. Carper of Delaware is signing 
landmark school accountability legislation in his state. It's a challenge Gov. Patton has been 
working on it ever since he was a member of the Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence 



in the 1980s. I remember talking to him about Kentucky's education reform experiment in 1992 
when he was Lt. Govemor and I was mnning for President. So I've been keenly aware of 
Kentucky's efforts, and for those who are less familiar, let me summarize them. 

First, beginning in 1990, you set high standards for what all Kentucky school children 
should know. Second, you identified the schools where year after year students failed to leam 
enough to meet those standards. Third, you held these schools accountable for tuming 
themselves around, with real consequences for failure, from dismissing principals and teachers to 
allowing parents to transfer their children into higher-performing public schools. And fourth, 
you provided the investment necessary to help these schools tum around, from more teacher 
training to high-quality preschool, afterschool and summer school for students. 

The results have been nothing short of extraordinary. The vast majority of the dozens of 
schools identified by the state as low-performing have improved—and some, like Audubon, have 
improved dramatically. You went from 12 percent of you students meeting or exceeding the 
state standard on writing tests 57 percent meeting or exceeding the standard. From 5 percent 
meeting or exceeding the state reading standard to 70 percent; and from zero students meeting or 

exceeding the state standards in science to 64 percent. Audubon is now the 1best-performing 
elementary school in the state, despite the fact that two-thirds of your students qualify for free 
and reduced-price school lunch. In fact, throughout the state, 10 of the top 20 best-performing 
elementary schools in science are schools where half the students are eligible for free and 
reduced-price school lunch. You've proven, beyond a doubt, that poverty need not be destiny— 
that all our children are capable of leaming at high standards in the public schools. 

I believe that tuming around failing schools should be one of our great national mission 

of the 21 St Century. The moment is right. America is at a point unparalleled prosperity and 
national self-confidence. We have the largest, most diverse group of students in our public 
schools in history. We have an economy in which education has become the indispensable key 
to success in life. And after 20 years of intense experimentation with school reform—on the 
local, state, and national level—we now have overwhelming evidence about what works to tum 
around low-performing schools. Setting high standards. Demanding accountability. And 
providing the extra help for children to meet those high standards. In short, investing more in 
our schools, and demanding more of our schools. 

This is the strategy Vice President Gore and I have followed for seven years. 

Since 1993, we've cut hundreds of federal programs in order to reduce the deficit and 
improve the economy. Yet we've also nearly doubled investment in education and training. 
We've required states to set academic standards for what their students should know, and als< 
provided more resources to help states create and implement higher standards. We're reducini 
class sizes in the early grades with the help of 100,000 new, highly-trained teachers-^iSTm 
delighted that Audubon has used some of that money to hire a new teacher, CrystalDavidson. 
I'm especially delighted that you refer to her as the "Clinton teacher." 

When I became President, there was only one independent public charter school in the 
whole nation: City Academy in St. Paul, Minnesota, which I ' l l be visiting tomorrow. Today, 



Wintley Phipps is fond of saying, "A child without a dream is a child without a 
future." Because of your work, the children in this room have the opportunity to follow their 
dreams, and, in this time of unprecedented economic growth, we have the chance to fulfill 
them. Thank you again for all you have done, and continue to do every day. God bless you. 
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remade the landscape of America and connected us all more closely. And today it is still bringing 
Americans together. 

echno logy is cleariy transforming our world, and it is creating a range of possibilities for the young 
eople behind me and the young people in this audience that are literally unimaginable. Many of you 

people who are s tuden ts at the University of Tennessee who are here and the younger s t u d e n t s 
from high schools and the middle schools , the elementary schools , you will be doing work that has 
not been invented yet. Some of you will be doing things that have not even been imagined yet. And 
it is up to i j s to see that every onp nf yn^l hag tho hf^r pnt i ih ln rhnnc&Jn develop vour talents and to 

fyour drea 

This is what has been happening: change at a rapid rate. Again, even if you look back on it, it's 
almost unimaginable. Consider this: There is today more computer power in a Ford Taurus you drive 
to the supermarket than there was in Apollo 11 when Neil Armstrong took it all the way to the Moon. 
Isn't that amazing? Cell phones, faxes, laptop computers, pagers: they were the stuff of science 
fiction a few years ago. They're now everywhere, and if you don't have one, don't know how to work 
one, you're sort of out of step. These days you can take notes on a computer pad which converts it 
into a typed text and sends it to the Internet and transmits it to a computer all across the world. 

The young people today will live out their lives, in short, in a century that will change like this 
constantly. And that's why I say they will do work that not only has not been invented yet but some 
of it has not been imagined yet. 

Our cutting edge industries like microchips, biotechnology, and aerospace once again lead the worid. 
I'm proud of that, and that's good news for Americans. When it comes to these new techno log ies , 
our Nation is on the right track, and that's one of the reasons we're the worid's leading exporting 
country again, one of the reasons we have as many jobs as we do, one of the reasons that more than 
half of our new jobs are in higher wage categories, because we are on the cutting edge of positive 
change. 

• o let me say again, we must stay on the cutting edge of positive change. I am determined that we 
will continue to invest in science and techno logy . More research in America — most research is 
conducted by businesses and universities, but we all know that Government has an important role to 
play. 

Of the 12 Americans who won the Nobel Prize last year, all 12 had received Government support for 
their research. This year, the Nobel Prize winners have just been announced in physics and 
chemistry. Of the three who won this year in physics and two who won in chemistry, all five received 
Federal funding from the National Science Foundation. Cutting back on research at the dawn of a new 
century where research is more important than it has been even for the last 50 years would be like 
cutting our defense budget at the height of the cold war. We must not do it, and we will not do it. We 
must protect the future of the young people here in the audience. 

One of the marvelous things we have learned about research is that it's not necessarily going to 
benefit just a particular category in which it was undertaken, that ideas don't stay in boxes anymore, 
that they all become more interrelated, the more you know and the more you learn. For example, the 
Department of Defense has a dual applications program that makes military research available for 
commercial use. The Commerce Department has a advanced techno logy program that works with 
hundreds of high-tech firms to create jobs and new techno log ies , and let me just give you one 
example of this. 

The research we've done in defense and intelligence and in our space program on imaging, which is 
very, very important, knowing exactly where you are and what you're seeing, is playing enormous 
benefits in the medical research area, and it may help us to identify incipient cancers before they 

evelop to a problem stage in a way that may drastically improve the cure rate for cancer and almost 
^e t the identification down to the point where cure and prevention become merely indistinguishable 
in the moment. This is the sort of thing we have to be thinking about all of the t ime. 
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This is the strategy Vice President Gore and I have followed for seven years. 

Beginning in 1993, we cut hundreds of federal programs in order to reduce the deficit and 
improve the economy. Yet we also nearly doubled investment in education and training. We 
required states to set academic standards for what their students should know, and also provided 
more resources to help states create and implement higher standards. We're reducing class sizes 
in the early grades with the help of 100,000 new, highly-trained teachers-and I'm delighted that 
the St. Paul district has used these resources to hire 23 new teachers, bringing the average class 
size in your early grades to 18. We've dramatically increased federal investment in afterschool 
and summer school. And with the help of Vice President Gore's E-rate program, we now have 
nearly three-quarters of all classrooms in America connected to the Intemet, up from only 3 
percent in 1993. We'll probably reach 100 percent by the end of the year, with one major 
exception: those schools that are literally too old and dilapidated to be wired for the Intemet. 
And yesterday in Davenport, Iowa I talked about the need to modemize our school building. 

This strategy—investing more in our schools, and demanding more accountability from 
our schools—has also guided our policy on charter schools. When I became President, this 
school. City Academy, was the only charter school in the country. I wanted to see thousands 
more created, but that wasn't going to happen without substantial investment from the federal 
govemment, because charter schools require significant start-up costs. So we have invested 
nearly half-a-billion dollars since 1994 in new charter schools. As a result, today there are over 
1700 charter schools, and we are well on our way to meeting our goal of 3000. Everyone here 
today ought to be proud of that. And I'm proud to be with you on national charter schools week. 

The strategy of more investment, and more accountability, is producing real results.-Math 
and reading scores are rising^crooc the country„^dth some of the greatest gains in some of the 
most disadvantaged communities. Last year, for the first time in history, the high school 
graduation rate for Afiican Amencan students was the same as the graduation rate for white 
students. Todav_67 percent of all high school graduates now go on to college, up 10 percent 
since 1993. We've made that pn«̂ «̂ ih1p with-the-targont Qxpansion-ofcollege opportunity since 
theGI bill, incliming the cr^inn nf out HOPF npholnrrhip tav prcrlits. educationjJ^As, more-
-affof3able student loans, and more Pell Grants. And it's worth noting that scores on college 
entrance'exams are rising even'aslnore students from disadvantaged backgrounds are taking the 
test. 

We have proven that we know how to lift the educational attainment of our most 
disadvantaged students. Yet there are sfill thousands of schools that fail to give children the 
education they need to enter the mainstream of American prosperity. To tum those schools 
around, we need what the Vice President has called a revolution in education—a revolution 
govemed by the strategy that has brought us to this point. 

Charter schools have a crucial role to play in that revolution. Schools like City Academy 
provide altemative paths to success for students who have fallen through the cracks. At the same 
dme, they often provide the kind of competitive energy that leads school districts to strengthen 
accountability and improve leaming in traditional schools. Studies show that charter schools are 
at least as racially and economically diverse as public schools—in fact here in Minnesota they 



are even more diverse than average. And surveys show the vast majority of parents with kids in 
charter schools think their children are doing better academically in their charter schools than 
they were in their previous schools. It's no wonder there are long waiting lists to get into most 
charter schools. 

Not all charter schools are doing a good job. But unlike traditional public schools, or 
even most private schools, charter schools can be held accountable i f they fail to provide quality 
education. Every state should have charter school laws that encourage this kind of 
accountability. Unfortunately, some states have laws that are so loose that failing charter schools 
are allowed to remain open. Others have laws that are so restrictive that it's almost impossible to 
open a charter school. Minnesota's charter law strikes the right balance—encouraging the 
growth of charter schools but holding those schools responsible for results. 

We must built that level of accountability into the entire public school system. That is 
why I have sent Congress an Education Accountability Act, to fundamentallv chan^ethe way the 
federgfgovemment irn^estsiiTour^^ - to siippnrtmore of what we know worksT and to stop 
supportingwhatJft£©4a^©w-do^^ have also asked Congress to double the investment 

tadelaitfall in my Education Accountability Fund, to tum around low-performing schools, 
or shut them down. School districts can use this money to make the kind of sweeping systematic 
changes that have been proven effective in tuming around low-performing schools in states like 
Kentucky, which I talked about in my visit there yesterday. 

But if, for whatever reason, a school doesn't tum around, my Education Accountability 
Fund can be used to allow parents to transfer their students out of these failing schools and into 
better-performing public schools, including charter schools. 

Now, there are those who say we should use vouchers to help students in failing schools 
go to private schools. But charter schools provide the choice and competition that proponents of 
vouchers say they want. And charter schools, unlike private schools, are accountable to the 
public for results. I believe we should be working to make all public schools more accountable, 
not diverting energy and money away from public schools into unaccountable private schools. 

And for those who say charter schools drain money from public schools, I say: charter 
schools are public schools. And charter schools can help save public schools. 

For charter schools to fulfill that role, we must create more of them. Today, I am 
taking action to do just that. First, I am pleased to announce over $137 million in grants to 
help support new and existing charter schools in 31 states, plus the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico. 

Second, I am directing the Secretary of Education to develop guidelines for how 
employers and faith-based groups can be actively involved in starting and supporting 
charter schools. While charter schools must be nonsectarian in their admissions and 
practices, faith-based groups can play a positive role. And employers can provide much-
needed space and other resources to help charter schools get started. 



with the help of federal investment, there are over 1700 charter schools, and we are well on our 
way to meeting our goal of 3000. 

With the help of Vice President Gore's E-rate program, we now have nearly three-
quarters of all classrooms in America connected to the Intemet, up from only 3 percent in 1993. 
We'll probably reach 100 percent by the end of the year, with one major exception: those schools 
that are literally too old and dilapidated to be wired for the Intemet. Later today in Davenport, 
Iowa I ' l l be talking about the need to modemize our school building. 

\ 
Our strategy of investing more and demanding more is producing real results. Math and \ 

reading scores are rising across the country, with some of the greatest gains in some of the most 
disadvantaged communities. Last year, for the first time in history, the high school graduation 
rate for Afiican American students was the same as the graduation rate for white students. 
Today, 67 percent of all high school graduates now go on to college, up 10 percent since 1993. 
We've made that possible with the largest expansion of college opportunity since the GI bill, 
including the creation of out HOPE scholarship tax credits, education IRAs, more-affordable 
student loans, and more Pell Grants. And it's worth noting that scores on college entrance exai 
are rising even as more students from disadvantaged backgrounds are taking the test. 

We have proven that we know how to lift the educational attainment of our rngst \ 
Hi.sa(tcawtage£lshidfinTs^Jf^ there are sfill thousands of schooIsThat fall tlTgiye'children the\ 
education they^eed to enter the mainstreaitn^TAmerkaD prospelr^ TfTfurn those schoola 
around, wê neê  what the Vice President has called a revolution in education—a revolution 
govemed by the strategy that has brought us to this point—of investing more, and demanding 
more. 

That is why I have sent Congress an Education Accountability Act, to fundamentally \ 
change the way the federal govemment invests in our schools — to support more of what we \ 
know works, and to stop supporting what we know does not work. It would require all states that 
accept federal money to do what Kentucky has done. Identifying low-performing schools, and/ 
investing in tuming them around. Ending social promotion, but investesting in afterschool, \ / 
summer school, and reading tutors for children who need it. Putting reasonable discipline codes 
in every school, and a qualified teachers in every classroom. Empowering parents with report 
cards on the performance of every school. 

I have also asked Congress to double the investment we made last fall in my Education 
Accountability Fund, to tum around low-performing schools, or shut them down. School districts 
can use this money to make the kind of sweeping systematic changes that have been proven so 
effective here in Kentucky. 

But if, for whatever reason, a school doesn't tum around, my Education Accountability 
Fund can be used to allow parents to transfer their students out of these failing schools and into 
better-performing public schools, including charter schools. 

To make this accountability strategy work nationwide, we must have the courage to 
do what Kentucky has done. We must identify those schools that are failing their students. 
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