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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE ARTHUR ASHE FOUNDATION AND AETNA EVENT
AUGUST 23, 1997

Good evening. Hillary and I wish we could be with all of you as you celebrate the beliefs
and achievements of Arthur Ashe and honor Rachel Robinson for her outstanding work. We are
proud to serve as honorary chairpersons of this evening’s dinner.

Arthur Ashe was a man who broke barriers both on and off the tennis court. He used the
strength of his voice and the power of his example to open the doors of opportunity for others,
fighting discrimination in America and around the world. Even as he battled a fatal disease, he
devoted himself to helping others achieve their full potential. Arthur was a true American hero,
and his grace and spirit continue to guide us.

Arthur Ashe was lucky enough to marry a true champion. Day in and day out, Jeanne
Ashe ensures that Arthur’s memory and his hard work will continue well into the future. 1’d like
to thank Jeanne for choosing to honor Rachel Robinson tonight with the first AETNA “Breaking
Barriers” award. And I'd like to thank AETNA and Harry Marmion [MAHR- mee-on], president
of the United States Tennis Association for their commitment to promoting Arthur’s legacy.

There is no person more deserving of this award than Rachel Robinson. Rachel
understands that education is the most effective means of empowerment. Through the
foundation she established in her husbands name, she has given hundreds of young people a
chance to reach their highest potential. This year, 169 Jackiec Robinson Scholars attended
colleges across the country. Through higher education, these young people are being given the
opportunity to become the future leaders of a more united America. Jackie Robinson lives on
through Rachel’s work and the lives of the students -- and our nation is stronger for it.

Rachel may agree with me that if Jackie were here with us tonight he would say we have
done a lot of good in the last 50 years, but we can do better. We have achieved equality on the
playing field and on the tennis courts, but we need to establish equality in our schools, our
boardrooms, and in our halls of government. Jackie and Arthur showed us the way to break the
barriers and become the unified America that they envisioned. Through the ongoing work of the
women they shared their dreams and lives with, Rachel Robinson and Jeanne Ashe, we are
becoming closer than ever to realizing that America.

Thank you for being here tonight.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
NATIONAL TRUCK DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK
August 17-23 1997

I’m delighted to be able to speak to you as you gather in Minneapolis to celebrate
National Truck Driver Appreciation Week. 1’d like to thank Tom Donohue for his 13 years of
service as President of the ATA. Tom, I wish you the best as you begin your tenure as president
of the US Chamber of Commerce -- they’re lucky to have you.

Trucking is an essential part of the economic rebirth that has made America the envy of
the world. With 13 million new jobs, our economy is the strongest it has been in a generation,
and it is made stronger with every mile logged by America’s truckers. Your long hours on the
road, away from home and family, form the core of an industry that generates billions of dollars
in revenues each year and employs 9 million people nationwide.

Three quarters of all the communities in this country aren’t able to ship their products by
sea, by train, or by airplane. They rely on you, and you deliver . . . literally. Each year you
travel more than 152 billion miles, hauling 5% billion tons of freight to every corner of our great
nation. You deliver virtually everything we eat, wear, and use in our daily lives. Day in and day
out, you keep America going strong.

As we prepare ourselves for the 21st Century, we know that America’s truckers will
continue to drive our success in the global economy. On behalf of all Americans, I thank you for
your hard work, your record of achievement, and your strong commitment to safety on the road.
Keep up the good work.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THEN NATIONAL RURAL LETTER CARRIERS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION
AUGUST 11, 1997

It would be nice to be with all of you in Portland today, particularly to thank your
president Scottie Hicks in person for his 40 years with the United States Postal Service. Scottie,
I wish you and Susan well as you head to Kentucky for a well-deserved retirement. I’d also like
to say hello to your Vice President of Government Affairs, Ken Parmalee, whose wife, Carole, is
doing a wonderful job here in the White House as the assistant to my Chief of Staff Erskine
Bowles.

On behalf of this nation, I want you to know that we are grateful the work you do to bring
America together. For more than a century, rural letter carriers have provided an invaluable
service to the United States, by reaching out to our most isolated communities and providing a
lifeline to our nation’s rural families. Being from a state that was mostly rural, I’ve seen the
communities you serve and I know how vital your deliveries are to the more than 26 million
families across America.

Today 1'd like to thank you not only for your work, but also for your support of the
balanced budget and the economic strategy that my administration put in place four and a half
years ago. The strategy has worked. We’ve created 13 million new jobs and our economy is
now the strongest in a generation. Postmaster General Runyon tells me that this economic
prosperity has resulted in a dramatic increase in mail volume. And it pleases me to know that
with your unique evaluated pay system, a larger workload means larger paychecks for Rural
Letter Carriers.

Last year we issued a U.S. postage stamp that commerates the Rural Letter Carriers -- and
everyday we are grateful for your service. On behalf of everyone who has benefitted from your
faithful work, I thank you for your dedication to serving rural America. God bless you.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
NAPO CONVENTION
August 11, 1997

I'am sorry that 1 cannot be there with you today, but I am pleased to have this chance to
thank all of NAPO’s members -- and especially Tom Scotto and Bob Scully -- for your support,
and for your dedication and commitment to the law enforcement goals we share.

When I ran for President in 1992, crime rates had reached alarming levels all over the
country, and too many of our people believed that violent crime was a fact of life. 1 took office
determined to change that. Together, we fought for and won a tough, smart crime bill that is
putting 100,000 new police on the streets of our communities, and giving law enforcement the
tools to turn back the tide of rising crime.

Nearly four years later, our strategy of more police, tougher punishments, and better
prevention 1s unquestionably working. Crime is down to record low levels all over the country;
and last year violent crime fell more in one year than it has since the FBI started keeping
statistics 35 years ago. And NAPO deserves a lot of the credit for this remarkable record.

- ' Ml QL Yl

Of all the measures of our success, perhaps none is more meaningful that this: last year,
we lost fewer law enforcement officers in the line of duty than in the last 40 years. But the life of
even one police officer is one too many, and that is why we must redouble our efforts to fight
juvenile violent crime and gang violence. For the families of the 116 officers who died in 1996,
we can do no less.

Last week, I signed historic legislation that balances the budget while honoring our
values, investing in our people, and giving middle class families a well-deserved tax cut. I am
proud to tell you that it will also make sure that when law enforcement officers lose their lives in
the line of duty, certain pension benefits will be free from federal income tax. And once again, |
want to thank NAPO -- especially Bob Scully -- for fighting to keep this important provision in
the tax bill.

Working together, we have proved that we can make our communities safe again for our
children, our families, and for the police officers who risk their lives for us every day. Ilook

forward to working with NAPO in the coming months and years to build on that progress.

Thank you, and God ble§; you.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
UNITED WAY’S FALL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

Since the days of Calvin Coolidge, every President has asked his fellow Americans to
suppert their.lecal United Way, and with good reason.

For more than a century, United Way has brought comfort and hope into the lives of
millions of American families. It embodies the spirit of citizen service, a spirit United Way
volunteers helped celebraté and encourage at the Presidents Service Summit in Philadelphia this
April. As | said then, the era of big government may be over, but the era of big citizenship must
now begin. As we prepare for the challenges of the 21st century, we will need the energy and
commitment of citizens from all corners of the community -- business, government, and service
organizations -- working together to help all Americans make the most of their own lives.

United Way has always led the way in building criticat community partnerships to
provide help wherever it is needed. When floods engulfed neighborhoods in the Midwest and
tornadoes swept through small towns in the South, United Way agencies and volunteers were
there, providing food, shelter and clothing to displaced families. When families are faced with
hard times, United Way agencies are there, offering the job training, child care and moral support
they need to stay together and get back on their feet. And when parents need help preparing their
young children for the challenges of school, United Way is there, bringing its wonderful early
childhood development program, “Success by Six,” to communities all across our country.

But United Way cannot act without you. It relies on the tireless efforts of thousands of
volunteers -- and on your generosity. Last year alone, nearly 300,000 people volunteered their
time to help United Way help others -- and countless more pledged their financial support.

This year, please join them, and give generously to United Way. Together, we can
accomplish what none of us could ever do alone. We can make a difference in the lives of our

neediest families, and make our communities better places for all.

Thank you and God bless you.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON =

THE NATIONAL RURAL LETTER CARRIERS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION
AUGUST 11,1997

_ It would be nice to be with all of you in Portland today, particularly to thank your
president Scottie Hicks in person for his 40 years with the United States Postal Service. Scottie,
I wish you and Susan well as you head to Kentucky for a well-deserved retirement. 1'd also like
to say hello to your Vice President of Government Affairs, Ken Parmalee, whose wife, Carole, is
doing a wonderful job here in the White House as the assistant to my Chief of Staff Erskine
Bowles.

On behalf of this nation, I want you to know that we are grateful the work you do to bring
America together. For more than a century, rural letter carriers have provided an invaluable
service to the United States, by reaching out to our most isolated communities and providing a
lifeline to our nation’s rural families. Being from a state tha@mosﬂy rural, I’ve seen the
communities you serve and I know how vital your deliveriesafe to the more than 26 million
families across America.

Today I’d like to thank you not only for your work, but also for your support of the
balanced budget and the economic strategy that my administration put in place four and a half
years ago. The strategy has worked. We’ve created 13 million new jobs and our economy is
now the strongest in a generation. Postmaster General Runyon tells me that this economic
prosperity has resulted in a dramatic increase in mail volume. And it pleases me to know that
with your unique evaluated pay system, a larger workload means larger paychecks for Rural
Letter Carriers.

Last year we issued a U.S. postage stamp that commerates the Rural Letter Carriers -- and
everyday we are grateful for your service. On behalf of everyone who has benefitted from your
faithful work, I thank you for your dedication to serving rural America. God bless you.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
YWCA’S WEEK WITHOUT VIOLENCE
AUGUST, 1997

As we prepare our nation to meet the challenges of the 21st Century, we know that our
rich diversity will be our most vital resource -- and our greatest source of strength. And we know
that our future depends on our ability to look beyond our differences, and come together as one
America. ) .

All over the world, we have seen the terrible price that people pay when they let their
differences divide them. And here at home, the destructive force of violence and hate have taken
their toll on too many of our neighborhoods, and torn too many of our families apart. But we can
do something about it.

This October 19, please join theYWCA for its third annual Week Without Violence This
campaign challenges all Americans to assume responsibility and take action against violence -- not
only for ourselves and our families, but for our neighbors and our nation.

To fulfill the promise of the 21st Century, we must move forward together with peace and
respect. [ urge you to contact your local YWCA and find out how you can participate in the
YWCA Week Without Violence this October.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE ARTHUR ASHE FOUNDATION AND AETNA EVENT
AUGUST 23, 1997

.. Good evening.. Hillary. and Fwish we could be with 21l of you as you celebrate the beliefs
and achievements of Arthur Ashe and honor Rachel Robinson for her outstanding work. We are
proud to serve as honorary chairpersons of this evening’s dinner.

Arthur Ashe was a man Who broke barriers both on and off the tennis court. He used the
strength of his voice and the power of his example 1o open the doors of opportunity for others,
fighting discrimination in America and around the world. Even as he battled a fatal disease, he
devoted himself to helping others achieve their full potential. Arthur was a true American hero,
and his grace and spirit continue to guide us.

Arthur Ashe was lucky enough to marry a true champion. Day in and day out, Jeanne
Ashe ensures that Arthur’s memory and his hard work will continue well into the future. 1’d like
to thank Jeanne for choosing to honor Rachel Robinson tonight with the first AETNA “Breaking
Barriers” award. And I'd like to thank AETNA and Harry Marmion [MAHR- mee- on], president
of the United States Tennis Association for their commitment to promoting Arthur’s legacy.

There is no person more deserving of this award than Rachel Robinson. Rachel
understands that education is the most c/f cetive means of empowerment. Through the
foundation she established in her husbgnd$ stame, she has given hundreds of young people a
chance to reach their highest potential. This year, 169 Jackie Robinson Scholars attended
colleges across the country. Through higher education, these young people are being given the
opportunity to become the future leaders of a more united America. Jackie Robinson lives on

. through Rachel’s work and the lives of the students -- and our nation is stronger for it.

Rachel may agree with me that if Jackie were here with us tonight he would say we have
done a lot of good in the last 50 years, but we can do better. We have achieved equality on the
playing field and on the tennis courts, but we need to establish equality in our schools, our
boardrooms, and in our halls of government. Jackie and Arthur showed us the way to break the
barriers and become the unified America that they envisioned. Through the ongoing work of the
women they shared their dreams and lives with, Rachel Robinson and Jeanne Ashe, we are

Jscoming closer than ever to realizing that America.

Thank you for being here tonight.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
NATIONAL TRUCK DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK
August 17-23 1997

I’m delighted 1o be able to speak to you as you gather in Minneapolis to celebrate
National Truck Driver Appreciation Week. 1'd like to thank Tom Donohue for his 13 years of
service as President of the ATA. Tom, I wish you the best as you begin your tenure as president
of the US Chamber of Commerce -- they’re lucky to have you. '

Trucking is an essential part of the economic rebirth that has made America the envy of
the world. With 13 million new jobs, our economy is the strongest it has been in a generation,
and 1t is made stronger with every mile logged by America’s truckers. Your long hours on the
road, away from home and family, form the core of an industry that generates billions of dollars
in revenues each year and employs 9 million people nationwide.

Three quarters of all the communities in this country aren’t able to ship their products by
sea, by train, or by airplane. They rely on you, and you deliver . . . literally. Each year you
travel more than 152 billion miles, hauling 5% billion tons of freight to every corner of our great

nation. You deliver virtually everything we eat, wear, and use in our daily lives. Day in and day
out, you keep America going strong.

As we prepare ourselves for the 21st Century, we know that America’s truckers will
continue to drive our success in the global economy. On behalf of all Americans, I thank you for

your hard work, your record of achievement, and your strong commitment to safety on the road.
Keep up the good work.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
NAPO CONVENTION
August 11, 1997

I'am sorry that I cannot be there with you today, but I am pleased to have this chance to
thank all of NAPO’s members -- and especially Tom Scotto and Bob Scully -- for your support,
and for your dedication and commitment to the law enforcement goals we share.

When I ran for President in 1992, crime rates had reached alarming levels all over the
country, and too many of our people believed that violent crime was a fact of life. I took office
determined to change that. Together, we fought for and won a tough, smart crime bill that is
putting 100,000 new police on the streets of our communities, and giving law enforcement the
tools to turn back the tide of rising crime.

Nearly four years later, our strategy of more police, tougher punishments, and better
prevention is unquestionably working. Crime is down to record low levels all over the country;
and last year violent crime fell more in one year than it has since the FBI started keeping
statistics 35 years ago. And NAPO deserves a lot of the credit for this remarkable record.

Of all the measures of our success, perhaps none is more meaningful that this: last year,
we lost fewer law enforcement officers in the line of duty than in the last 40 years. But the life of
even one police officer is one too many, and that is why we must redouble our efforts to fight
juvenile violent crime and gang violence. For the families of the 116 officers who died in 1996,
we can do no less.

Last week, I signed historic legislation that balances the budget while honoring our
values, investing in our people, and giving middle class families a well-deserved tax cut. I am
proud to tell you that it will also make sure that when law enforcement officers lose their lives in
the line of duty, certain pension benefits will be free from federal income tax. And once again, |
want to thank NAPO -- especially Bob Scully -- for fighting to keep this important provision in
the tax bill.

Working together, we have proved that we can make our communities safe again for our
children, our families, and for the police officers who risk their lives for us every day. Ilook

forward to working with NAPO in the coming months and years to build on that progress.

Thank you, and God ble§; you.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED FAREWELL TO JOAN LUNDEN
AUGUST 1997

Good morning, Joan! Hillary and I want to tell you how much we will miss you in the
morning. No matter how early we had to wake up -- we always knew that you had already been
up for hours!

For nearly 20 years, you have been a wonderful part of our mornings -- keeping us
informed about the issues that matter the most to America’s families, amazing us with your
daredevil stunts, and always presenting the news of the day in a positive light. America’s
mornings won’t be the same without you -- but we look forward to watching you in prime time!
Thanks for 20 great years on GMA . . . and enjoy the extra sleep!

]




PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE ARTHUR ASHE FOUNDATION AND AETNA EVENT
AUGUST 23, 1997

. Good evening. Hillary.and Lwish we could be with.all of you as you celebrate the beliefs
and achievements of Arthur Ashe and honor Rachel Robinson for her outstanding work. We are
proud to serve as honorary chairpersoms of this evening's dinner.

Arthur Ashe was a man who broke barriers both on and off the lenms court. He used the
strength of his voice and the power of his example to open the doors of opportunity for others,
fighting discrimination in America and around the world. Even as he battled a fatal disease, he
devoted himself to helping others achieve their full potential. Arthur was a true American hero,
and his grace and spirit continue to guide us.

Arthur Ashe was lucky enough to marry a true champion. Day in and day out, Jeanne
Ashe ensures that Arthur’s memory and his hard work will continue well into the future. 1’d like
to thank Jeanne for choosing to honor Rachel Robinson tonight with the first AETNA “Breaking
Barriers” award. And I’d like to thank AETNA and Harry Marmion [MAHR- mee- on], president
of the United States Tennis Association for their commitment to promoting Arthur’s legacy.

There is no person more deserving of this award than Rachel Robinson. Rachel
understands that education is the most effective means of empowerment. Through the
foundation she established in her husband§ Aame, she has given hundreds of young people a
chance to reach their highest potential. This year, 169 Jackie Robinson Scholars attended
colleges across the country. Through higher education, these young people are being given the
opportunity to become the future leaders of a more united America. Jackie Robinson lives on
through Rachel’s work and the lives of the students -- and our nation is stronger for it.

Rachel may agree with me that if Jackie were here with us tonight he would say we have
done a lot of good in the last 50 years, but we can do better. We have achieved equality on the
playing field and on the tennis courts, but we need to establish equality in our schools, our
boardrooms, and in our halls of government. Jackie and Arthur showed us the way to break the
barriers and become the unified America that they envisioned. Through the ongoing work of the
women they shared their dreams and lives with, Rachel Robinson and Jeanne Ashe, we are

Jcoming closer than ever to realizing that America.

Thank you for being here tonight.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
NATIONAL TRUCK DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK
August 17-23 1997

I’'m delighted to be able to speak to you as you gather in Minneapolis to celebrate
National Truck Driver Appreciation Week. 1'd like to thank Tom Donohue for his 13 years of
service as President of the ATA. Tom, I wish you the best as you begin your tenure as president
of the US Chamber of Commercé -- they’re lucky to have you. '

Trucking is an essential part of the economic rebirth that has made America the envy of
the world. With 13 million new jobs, our economy is the strongest it has been in a generation,
and it is made stronger with every mile logged by America’s truckers. Your long hours on the
road, away from home and family, form the core of an industry that generates billions of dollars
in revenues each year and employs 9 million people nationwide.

Three quarters of all the communities in this country aren’t able to ship their products by
sea, by train, or by airplane. They rely on you, and you deliver . . . literally. Each year you
travel more than 152 billion miles, hauling 5% billion tons of freight to every corner of our great
nation. You deliver virtually everything we eat, wear, and use in our daily lives. Day in and day
out, you keep America going strong.

As we prepare ourselves for the 21st Century, we know that America’s truckers will
continue to drive our success in the global economy. On behalf of all Americans, I thank you for
your hard work, your record of achievement, and your strong commitment to safety on the road.
Keep up the good work.




PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED FAREWELL TO JOAN LUNDEN
AUGUST 1997

Good morning, Joan! Hillary and I want to tell you how much we will miss you in the
morning. No matter how early we had to wake up -- we always knew that you had already been
up for hours!

For nearly 20 years, you have been a wonderful part of our mornings -- keeping us
nformed about the issues that matter the most to America’s families, amazing us with your
daredevil stunts, and always presenting the news of the day in a positive light. America’s
mornings won’t be the same without you -- but we look forward to watching you in prime time!
Thanks for 20 great years on GMA . . . and enjoy the extra sleep!




PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR -
'UNITED WAY’S FALL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

Since the days of Calvin Coolidge. every President has asked his fellow Americans to
support their losal United Way,-and with-goad reason.

IFor more than a century, United Way has brought comfort and hope into the lives of
millions of American families. It embodies the spirit of citizen service, a spirit United Way

volunteers helped celebraté and encourage at the Presidents Service Summit in Philadelphia this -

April. As 1 said then, the era of big government may be over, but the era of big citizenship must
now begin. As we prepare for the challenges of the 215t century, we will need the energy and
commitment of citizens from all corners of the community -- business, government, and service
organizations -- working together to help all Americans make the most of their own lives.

United Way has always led the way in building critical community partnerships to
provide help wherever it is needed. When floods engulfed neighborhoods in the Midwest and
tornadoes swept through small towns in the South, United Way agencies and volunteers were
there, providing food, shelter and clothing to displaced families. When families are faced with
hard times, United Way agencies are there, offering the job training, child care and moral support
they need to stay together and get back on their feet. And when parents need help preparing their
young children for the challenges of school, United Way is there, bringing its wonderful early
childhood development program, “Success by Six” to communities all across our country.

But United Way cannot act without you. It relies on the tireless efforts of thousands of
volunteers -- and on your generosity. Last year alone, nearly 300,000 people volunteered their
time to help United Way help others -- and countless more pledged their financial support.

This year, please join them, and give generously to United Way. Together, we can
accomplish what none of us could ever do alone. We can make a difference in the lives of our

neediest families, and make our communities better places for all.

Thank you and God bless you.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS TO -
THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA

August 18, 1997

Good morning. It gives me great pleasure to address you on the occasion of AF GE’s
34th national convention. I'm particularly pleased that your outstanding president, John
Sturdivant, is with you today. IKhow JGhn, and I know it takes more than a few doctors and
nurses to keep him away from a good union convention.

When I became President, 1 was determined to give the American people a government
that works better and costs less. And in the last four and a half years, Vice President Gore has
led our successful effort to reinvent government. ﬂzoda , the national governmentis smaller than
at a@ymummmmé ﬁ@@ﬁgﬁ@m ever.

\ .

We could not have met this challenge without the commitment and determination of
front-line federal workers. 1 asked AFGE to work with management in a new spirit of co-
operation and partnership to get the job done. Together, we have transformed the relationship
between government and its workers — and the American people are the beneficiaries, -

AFGE should be proud of the progress we have made. But, we know that there is still
much work to be done. Building partnerships can be difficult, but the results are well worth the
effort. Government workers are proving that at federal workplaces all over the country, like the
U.S. Mint in Philadelphia, where a partnership with AFGE is saving taxpayers more than a
million dollars a year from productivity improvements and cost reductions. I am told that the
Mint’s new motto is “if it ain’t broke, make it better anyway.” I think that speaks volumes about
both the pride government workers take in doing the job the right way -- and the importance of
the role they play in making our government work. And that is why we are committed to seeing
new partnerships like this flourish.

Thanks to AFGE, our government is smaller than ever, and working better than ever. You
are restoring the faith of the American people in government’s ability to deliver quality service at
a reasonable cost. Together, we are building a government that all Americans can look to with
pride. Thank you.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
YWCA’S WEEK WITHOUT VIOLENCE
AUGUST, 1997

As we prepare our nation to meet the challenges of the 21st Century, we know that our
rich diversity will be our most vital resource - and our greatest source of strength. And we know

that our future depends on our ability to look beyond our differences, and come together as one
America. - } '

All over the world, we have seen the terrible price that people pay when they let their
differences divide them. And here at home, the destructive force of vidlence and hate have taken
their toll on too many of our neighborhoods, and torn too many of our families apart. But we can
do something about it.

This October 19, please join theYWCA for its third annual Week Without Violence. This
campaign challenges all Americans to assume responsibility and take action against violence -- not
only for ourselves and our families, but for our neighbors and our nation.

To fulfill the promise of the 21st Century, we must move forward together with_peace and
respect. I urge you to contact your local YWCA and find out how you can participate in the
YWCA Week Without Violence this October.

ém}‘ll
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THIC WIHTE HOUSTE
WASRHINGIrON

July 31, 1997

Warm greetings to everyone gathered in New York Zity for
"The Breaking of Barriers Gala -- An Evening Honocing the Le3aly
of Arthur R. Ashe. Jr." Hillary and I are plaased to serve
as honcrary ¢hairpersons of this wonderful tribute te Arthur.
We are delignhted as well to join you in hcnoring Rachel Rcobinson
ac she receives the Voice of Conscience Award.

Azthur Agshe brought honor and distinction to American tennis
and revealed the strengsh of the human spirit. Wieh skill and
grace. he broke through the barriers of igrorance and prejudice
that would have denied him his rightful place in spor:is and in
our society. Because of his personal courage amnd conviction, the
countless young men and women he has inspired will no longer have
to overcome those barriers to succeed. The naming of the premnier
gtacdiur of the United States Tennis Association in Arthus’c honor
is a powerful restament to his dedication to excellence and his
enduring legacy as a humanitarian, educator, and athlete.

Rachel Robinson is a champion in her own right. As an
educator ard a humanitarian, she has provided educatiocnal anc
leadership opportunities for young pecple acroes oJr natior.
Thanks to her vision and determinacicn, many of Mew York's
families enjoy affordable, decent housing and a charce at thelr
own share of the American Dream. Har ongoing effarrs ro nraak
down social and economic barriers are making a real difference
in the lives of others.

Archur Ashe and Rachel Robinson have macde lasting coatri-
puctions to the African Americsn communicy and <C the life cf our
rarion. Inspired by their achievements, let us continue 1o work
rogether tC <reate a society where all of us are free o live out
our dreams. and where the arriricial barriers that rave divided
Ameyica for so long will no longer hold us back from becoming
rhe nation We were meant to be.

Best wishes for a wonderful evening.

TR Cliatuu—.
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Background Information on The Breaking Barriers Gala
Sponsored by The Arthur Ashe Foundation and Aetna Inc.

The Arthur Ashe Foundation

Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe recently founded the Arthur Ashe Foundation to carry on the legacy
of her husband. The Breaking Barriers Gala is one of the foundation’s first events. A one page
description of the foundation follows.

Background on The Voice of Conscience Breaking Barriers Award

Four years ago, Aetna and the Aetna Foundation created a series of awards called the Aetna
Voice of Conscience Awards. These awards were created as an expression of appreciation 1o
Arthur Ashe, who, after a highly successful tennis career, served on Aetna's corporate board of -
directors from 1982 until bis death in 1993. Ashe was also chairman of the board of the Aetna
Foundation, the company's philanthropic organization. The awards seek to identify and honor
people who emulate Ashe's commitment to humanitarian ideals; people who labor with little
thought to their own advancement or recognition.

This year Aetna is launching a new award, The Breaking Barriers Award, which honors
individuals in the athletic cormmunity who, through their involvement in sports, have broken
barriers or helped others to do so; and/or whose efforts off the field emulate Arthur Ashe’s values
in the areas of education, civil rights, health and human services.

This first Breaking Barriers Award will be given to Rachel Robinson for her work with the
Jackie Robinson Foundation (see enclosed). Rachel has brought the dreams of Jackie Robinson,
whose SOth anniversary in baseball we celebrate this year, to hundreds of young men and
women. The foundation provides inner-city youth with academic scholarships that will assist the
students in someday breaking barriers themselves.

Aetna and The Arthur Ashe Foundation are proud to honor Rachael Robinson whose values and
accomplishments carry on Arthur Ashe’s vision.

Details of Event:

Event: Black Tie Dinner Dance

Master of Ceremonies: Sidney Poitier

Place: Waldorf-Astoria '

Expected Attendance: 350

Invited Guests: Sports Figures, Political Figures, African American community leaders and
celebrities and friends of Arthur Ashe.
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THE ARTHUR ASHE FOUNDATION
100 Park Avenue New York, NY 10017-5516
Phone (212) 907-5900 Fax (212) 818-0820

The Arthur Ashe Foundation

Our Vision
The Arthur Ashe Foundation is a unique resource that continues and
promotes the legacy of Arthur Ashe, and the meaningful commitment to
the values embodied in his life and work as a conscience leader,
humanitarian, educator and athlete.

Qur Mission
The Arthur Ashe Foundation is dedicated to promoting respect for the
individual, eliminating racism, increasing access to health and education,
and using tennis as a vehicle for teaching life skills to
at-risk youth.

“I Rpow I could never forgive myself if 1 elected to live without humane purpose, without
trying to fielp the poor and unfortunate, witfout recognizing that perfiaps the purest joy in
fife comes with trying to felp others.”

Arthur R, Aske, Jr.

Days of Grace
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Jackie Robinson

FOUNDATION

BACKGROUND ON THE JACKIE ROBINSON FOUNDATION

The Jackie Robinson Foundation (JRF) is a public, not-for-profit national educational
foundation established by Rachel Robinson, Jackie’s wife, in 1973. The Foundation serves '
as an advocate for outstanding young adults with finandal need, and its programs are
concentrated in the field of college scholarships and leadership-skills development. JRF's
mission is to assure that the legacy of Jackie Robinson activism and commitment to sodal
justice is carried forth in the personal, community and institutional lives of young people as
they assume leadership roles throughout society.

The Foundation strives to select Jackie Robinson Scholars that embody the most cherished
characteristics of its namesake: To face tasks with determination and integrity; to be
assertive yet humble; to love with immense passion; and to be undaunted in the pursuit of
excellence. Thus, Jackie Robinson lives on and the tenets by which he lived are passed on
through Jackie Robinson Scholars.

Key Facts:

e In 1997-98 JRF is supporting 169 Jackie Robinson Scholars attending institutions across
the country

e Jackie Robinson Scholars can receive up to $20,000 scholarship awards ($5,000) per year)
and a comprehensive range of support services throughout their college years

e The graduation rate for Scholars is 92% (completion rate is 96%): highest in the country
for scholarship programs

» Corporations, foundations, assodations, and individuals support the Foundation’s
programs and special events

e The Jackie Robinson Foundation has never sought government funding

e Over 3,000 requests for application are received annually; 43 new Jackie Robinson
Scholars were selected for the 1996-97 freshman class

¢ Scholarship Selection Committees are located in New York City; Stamford, CT; Boston,
Atlanta; Chicago; and Los Angeles

« For additional information on the programs and events of JRF, please write the Jackie
Robinson Foundation at: 3 West 35% Street; New York, NY 10001. Or call (212) 290-8600.

TOTRL P.BS
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
NATIONAL TRUCK DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK
August 17-23 1997

I’m delighted to be able to speak to you as you gather in Minneapolis to celebrate
National Truck Driver Appreciation Week. 1’d like to thank Tom Donohue for his 13 years of
service as President of the ATA. Tom, I wish you the best as you begin your tenure as president
of the US Chamber of Commerce -- they’re lucky to have you.

Trucking is an essential part of the economic rebirth that has made America the envy of
the world. With 13 million new jobs, our economy is the strongest it has been in a generation,
and it is made stronger with every mile logged by America’s truckers. Your long hours on the
road, away from home and family, form the core of an industry that generates billions of dollars in
revenues each year and employs 9 million people nationwide.

As we prepare ourselves for the 21st Century, we know that
continue to drive our success in the global econom n behalf of all Americans, I thank you for

ﬁﬂard work, your record of aEﬁTefvenJe_nt,_an_(f your strong commitment to safety on the road.
Keep up the good work. And 1 just can’t resist adding: Keep on truckin’!




PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
NATIONAL TRUCK DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK

AUGUST 19, 1997

I’m delighted to be able to speak to you, as you gather to celebrate National Truck Driver
Appreciation Week. I'd like to thank Tom Donohue for his 13 years of service as President of
the ATA. Tom, I wish you the best as you begin your tenure as president of the US Chamber of
Commerce -- they’re lucky to have you.

Trucking is an essential part of the economic rebirth that has made America the envy of
the world. With 13 million new jobs, our economy is the strongest it has been in a generation,
and it is made stronger with every mile logged by America’s truckers. Your long hours on the
road, away from home and family, form the core of an industry that generates billions of dollars
in revenues each year and employs 9 million people across the nation.

CﬂT hree quarters of all the communities in this country aren’t able tom
sea, by train, or by airplane. JThey rely on you, America’s truckers.” And youdettver-—= Hrerally.
Each year you travel more than 152 billion miles, hauling 5% billion tons of freight to every
ou deliver virtually everything we eat, wear, and use in our daily

supply of blood and medicine, and our factories would be unable to produce. Day in and day out
you deliver the goods that keep America going and growing. -

On behalf of all Americans, I thank you for your hard work, your record of achievement,
and your strong commitment to safety on the road. Keep up the good work. To everyone
competing in the National Truck Driving Championships, I wish you the best of luck. And I just
can’t resist adding: keep on truckin’.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE ARTHUR ASHE FOUNDATION AND AETNA EVENT
AUGUST 23, 1997

Good evening. Hillary and I wish we could be with all of you as you celebrate the beliefs
and achievements of Arthur Ashe and honor Rachel Robinson for her outstanding work. We are
proud to serve as honorary chairpersons of this evening’s dinner.

Arthur Ashe was a man who broke barriers both on and off the tennis court. He used the
strength of his voice and the power of his example to open the doors of opportunity for others,
fighting discrimination in America and around the world. Even as he battled a fatal disease, he
devoted himself to helping others achieve their full potential. Arthur was a true American hero,
and his grace and spirit continue to guide us.

Arthur Ashe was lucky enough to marry a true champion. Day in and day out, Jeanne
Ashe ensures that Arthur’s memory and his hard work will continue well into the future. 1’d like
to thank Jeanne for choosing to honor Rachel Robinson tonight with the first AETNA “Breaking
Barriers” award. And I’d like to thank AETNA and Harry Marmion, president of the United
States Tennis Association for their commitment to promoting Arthur’s legacy.

du /f
ﬁ'here is no person more fi award than Rachel Robmso:JhRachel

understands that education is the most effective means of empowerment. Through the
foundation she established in her husbands name, she has given hundreds of young people a
chance to reach their highest potential. This year, 169 Jackie Robinson Scholars attended
colleges across the country. Through higher education, these young people are being given the
opportunity to become the future leaders of @ Iess dfvided natiom Jackie Robinson lives on
through Rachel’s work and the lives of the students -- and our nation is stronger for it.
l& Borerc e

Rachel may agree with me that if Jackie were here with us tonight he would say we have
done a lot of good in the last 50 years, but we can do better. We have achieved equality on the
playing field and on the tennis courts, but we need to establish equality in our schools, our
boardrooms, and in our halls of government. Jackie and Arthur showed us the way to break the
barriers and become the unified America that they envisioned. Through the ongoing work of the
women they shared their dreams and lives with, Rachel Robinson and Jeanne Ashe, we are
becoming closer than ever to realizing that America.

Thank you for being here tonight.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE ARTHUR ASHE FOUNDATION AND AETNA EVENT
AUGUST 7, 1997

Good evening. Hillary and [ wish we could be with all of you as you celebrate the values
and achievements of Arthur Ashe. We are proud to serve as honorary chairpersons of this
evening’s dinner.

Arthur Ashe was a man who broke barriers both on and off the tennis court. He used the
strength of his voice and the power of his example to open the doors of opportunity for others,
fighting discrimination in America and around the world. Even as he battled a fatal disease he
devoted all his might and committed the grace of his spirit to helping others achieve their full
potential. Arthur was a true American hero.

And this hero married a true champion. Day in and day out, Jeanne Ashe assures that hts—CEMut
memory and his hard work will continue well into the future. I’d like to thank Jeanne for
making the wise choice of honoring Rachel Robinson tonight with the first AETNA “Breaking
Barriers” award. And I'd like to thank AETNA and the Harry Marmion of the United States
Tennis Association for their commitment to promoting Arthur’s legacy.

There is no other person more fitting to receive this award than Rachel Robinson. Rachel
understands the true power of education as the most effective means of empowerment. Through
the work of the Jackie Robinson Foundation, she has given hundreds of young people a chance to
build the life of their dreams. This year, 169 Jackie Robinson Scholars attended colleges across
the country. Through higher education, these young people are being given the opportunity to
lead us down the road to a less divisive nation -- one which derives its power from the activism
and <ommitment fo social justice that Jackie Robinson embodied/ Rachel’s husband lives on
through her work and the lives of these young people. Our nation is stronger for her work,
her dedication, and her integrity.

Rachel may agree with me that if Jackie were here with us tonight he would say we have
done a lot of good in the last 50 years, but we can do better. We have achieved equality on the
playing field and on the tennis courts, but we need to establish equality in the boardrooms. We
need to make sure that even more of our young people from all walks of life can be like the

Jackie Robinson Scholars and finish college. We-need-to-come-together;provide-onc-another-the

toots-ef- empowerment, to break-dowrnthe walls that divide us._ Thisevening-we-are-being shown -
—the-way. |We are celebratin ues and dreams of Arthur Ashe and Jackie Robinson.

Through the work of these two women, Rachel Robinson and Jeanne Ashe, the kind o
_wirich Jackie and Arthur envisioned [Will be one which we will so true. /
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Suggested Clinton Remarks
for The Arthur Ashe Foundation & Aetna Event
August 23, 1997

Good evening ladies and gentlemen and let me add my
welcome to all of you who, through your presence tonight,
are showing your commitment to the values Arthur Ashe so
selflessly devoted his life to.

In so many ways, Arthur Ashe was a man who broke
barriers both on and off the tennis court. Not content with
just winning his own acceptance, he devoted his hife to
helping others achieve their full potential. He 1s
remembered for his commitment to social equity,
"education, health care and sports. The profound changes
Arthur inspired have impacted both the world of tennis and
our nation forever.

 The new foundation established by Jeanne Ashe assures his
memory and his hard work will continue well into the
future. And her efforts are made all the more significant by
her decision to honor Rachel Robinson tonight with the
first Aetna 'Breaking Barriers' Award. Rachel's own
foundation has brought the dreams of Jackie Robinson,
whose 50th anniversary in baseball we celebrate this year,
to hundreds of young men and women.

Aetna, too, deserves credit for establishing the Voice of
Conscience awards four years ago to honor Arthur Ashe,
the company's former director. The tremendous success of
that program -- and the more than $4 million Aetna has
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committed to promote Arthur's legacy -- has led to this next
step: The creation of the Breaking Barriers Award.

America is a nation whose growth is symbolized by
breaking barriers. In any field you can name -- science,
medicine, communications, the arts -- in every case -- our
country's achievements have required innovation, new
approaches, overcoming obstacles. None of those
successes however is as important as breaking the barrers
that keep us from working together as Americans. To
Rachel Robinson and Jeanne Ashe thank you for
continuing the work of the men who accomplished that so
brilliantly during their lifetimes.



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE ARTHUR ASHE FOUNDATION AND AETNA EVENT
AUGUST 7, 1997

Good evening. Hillary and I wish we could be with all of you as you celebrate the values
and achievements of Arthur Ashe. We are proud to serve as honorary chairpersons of this
evening’s dinner.

Arthur Ashe was a man who broke barriers both on and off the tennis court. He used the
strength of his voice and the power of his example to open the doors of opportunity for others,
fighting discrimination in America and around the world. Even as he battled a fatal disease he
devoted all his might and committed the grace of his spirit to helping others achieve their full
potential. Arthur was a true American hero.

And this hero married a true champion. Day in and day out, Jeanne Ashe assures that his
memory and his hard work will continue well into the future. I’d like to thank Jeanne for
making the wise choice of honoring Rachel Robinson tonight with the first AETNA “Breaking
Barriers” award. And I’d like to thank AETNA and the Harry Marmion of the United States
Tennis Association for their commitment to promoting Arthur’s legacy.

There is no other person more fitting to receive this award than Rachel Robinson. Rachel
understands the true power of education as the most effective means of empowerment. Through
the work of the Jackie Robinson Foundation, she has given hundreds of young people a chance to
build the life of their dreams. This year, 169 Jackie Robinson Scholars attended colleges across
the country. Through higher education, these young people are being given the opportunity to
lead us down the road to a less divisive nation -- one which derives its power from the activism
and commitment to social justice that Jackie Robinson embodied. Rachel’s husband lives on
through her work and the lives of these young people. Our nation is stronger for her work,
her dedication, and her integrity.

Rachel may agree with me that if Jackie were here with us tonight he would say we have
done a lot of good in the last 50 years, but we can do better. We have achieved equality on the
playing field and on the tennis courts, but we need to establish equality in the boardrooms. We
need to make sure that even more of our young people from all walks of life can be like the
Jackie Robinson Scholars and finish college. We need to come together, provide one another the
tools of empowerment, to break down the walls that divide us. This evening we are being shown
the way. We are celebrating the values and dreams of Arthur Ashe and Jackie Robinson.
Through the work of o women, Rachel Robinson and Jeanne Ashe, the kind of America
which Jackie and Arthur envisioned w'zlvl be one which we will someday know to be true.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Flushing Meadows, New York)

For Immediate Release April 15, 1997

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. RACHEL ROBINSON
AT CEREMONY HONORING JACKIE ROBINSON

Shea Stadium
Flushing Meadows, New York

9:39 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen, Mrs. Robinson,
members of the Robinson family: It is hard to believe that it was 50 years ago at Ebbitts Field
that a 28-year-old rookie changed the face of baseball and the face of America forever. Jackie
Robinson scored the go-ahead run that day, and we've all been trying to catch up ever since.

Today I think every American should say a special word of thanks to Jackie Robinson
and to Branch Rickey and to the members of the Dodger team who made him one of their own
and proved that America is a better, stronger, richer country when we all work together and give
everyone a chance. (Applause.) And today I think we should remember that Jackie Robinson's
legacy did not end with baseball, for afterward he spent the rest of his life trying to open other
doors and keep them open for all kinds of people. He knew that education, not sports, was the

m‘cmmﬁe took that message to young people wherever

he went.

I congratulate Rachel Robinson for continuing that mission through the work of the
Jackie Robinson Foundation, which has given hundreds of young people a chance to build the
life of their dreams. (Applause.)

I can't help thinking that if Jackie Robinson were here with us tonight he would say that
we have done a lot of good in the last 50 years, but we can do better. We have achieved equality
on the playing field, but we need to establish equality in the boardrooms of baseball and
throughout corporate America. And we need to make sure -- (applause) -- that, even as we
celebrate his brilliant successor, Tiger Woods' victory in the Masters -- (applause) -- we need



even more of our young people from all walks of life to get their master's degrees and help to
make more of their lives in this country. (Applause.)

And he would remind us -- look around this stadium tonight -- that as we sit side by side
at baseball games, we must make sure that we walk out of these stadiums together. We must
stand for something more magnificent even than a grand slam home run. We ought to have a
grand slam society, a good society where all of us have a chance to work together for a better
tomorrow for our children. Let that be the true legacy of Jackie Robinson's wonderful,
remarkable career and life.

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Mrs. Rachel Robinson. (Applause.)
MRS. ROBINSON: Thank you. (Applause.)

Mr. President, on behalf of the Robinson Family, the Jackie Robinson Foundation, Major
League Baseball and all of our constituents, we wish to express our deep appreciation to you
tonight for your presence and for the leadership that you are giving to us in crucial aspects of this
celebration.

This anniversary has given us an opportunity as a nation to celebrate together the
triumphs of the past and the social progress that has occurred. It has also given us an opportunity
to reassess the challenges of the present. It is my passionate hope that we can take this
reawakened feeling of unity and use it as a driving force so that each of us can recommit to
equality of opportunity for all Americans. (Applause.)

I believe that the greatest that we can pay to Jackie Robinson is to gain new support for a
more equitable society. And in this heady environment of unity, it is my hope that we can carry
this living legacy beyond this glorious moment. This is a great moment for all of us.

Thank you. (Applause.)

END 9:45 PM. EDT
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[ have asked my friend, Vernon Jordan, to personally deliver this letter. [ would be
honored if you and Mrs. Clinton would serve as Honorary Chairpersons for a gala dinner
on August 23, 1997 to celebrate the naming of The United States Tennis Association’s
premier tennis stadium, The Arthur Ashe Stadium.

June 27, 1997

7 1997

Dear Mr. President,

This celebration, the Breaking Barriers Gala, will be an important historic event for all
Americans. [n addition to the naming of The Arthur Ashe Stadium, the Foundation will
also celebrate the 50 anniversary of Jackie Robinson’s entering major league baseball
and the impressive victory of Tiger Woods at the Masters in Augusta. The Aetna Voice
of Conscience award will be presented to Rachel Robinson, wife/éfjackie Robinson, for
her unwavering commitment to our young people.

The Arthur Ashe Foundation is dedicated to promoting respect for the individual; the
elimination of racism; increasing access to health and/,c/ducation; and the teaching of
other life skills to at-risk youth through the sport of fennis. The Foundation hopes to

purpose. without trying 10 help the
poor and unfortunate. wiuhout
recognizing that perhaps the purest
10V in life comes wuth trying 1o help
others ~

raise $1.5 million through the Breaking Barriers Gala to support its programs for
disadvantaged youth.

Mr. President, I would be so appreciative if you and Mrs. Clinton could join me and my
daughter, Camera, on this historic day. The ribbon cutting ceremony will precede
Atthur Ashe Kid’s Day in the new stadium on the afternoon of August 23, 1 know that
your schedule is difficult but your presence and participation in this event will mark it as
one of the most important days in sports history. It will also honor the legacy of Arthur
Ashe in a most extraordinary way.

- Arthur R Ashe, Jr.
from “Davs of Grace *

I will call Vernon in the next couple of days in the hope that you and Mrs. Clinton will
at a minimum lend your names and support. We will need to finalize the invitation by
July 7" and would like to include your names as Honorary Chairs of the event. My
daughter and [ want to thank you for your consideration and want you to know that we
have tremendous admiration for you and the work that you are doing to move this
country forward.

With our sincere appreciation,

; i Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe

)
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White House Press Release

The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release February 7, 1993

Statement of the President

I am deeply saddened by the death last night of Arthur Ashe.
The embodiment of true sportsmanship, Arthur rose from the
segregated courts of Richmond, Virginia to the championship at
Wimbledon displaying grace, strength and courage every step of
the way.

Arthur Ashe never rested with fame. He used the strength of
his voice and the power of his example to open the doors of
opportunity for other African-Americans, fighting discrimination
in America and around the world.

In the last years of his life he continued his tenacious
battle for others in the face of a disease he could not beat. He
was a true American hero and a great example to us all.

-30 30 30-

To comment on this service: feedback@www.whitehouse.gov

08/04/97 11:57:19
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142ND STORY of Focus printed in FULL format.

Copyright 1993 The New York Times Company
The New York Times

February 7, 1993, Sunday, Late Edition - Final
NAME: Arthur Ashe
SECTION: Section 1; Page 1; Column 2; National Desk
LENGTH: 1937 words
HEADLINE: Arthur Ashe, Tennis Champion, Dies of AIDS
BYLINE: By ROBIN FINN

BODY :

Arthur Ashe, a tennis champion who spent his years in the sport fighting
discrimination and then spent the final year of his life seeking to broaden
public awareness on the subject of AIDS, died yesterday. He was 49.

A New York Hospital administrator, Judith Lilavois, said Ashe died at 3:13
P.M. of pneumonia, a complication of AIDS. He was admitted to the hospital on
Friday.

"An additional statement will come from his family and the hospital
tomorrow, " she said.

Ashe was the only black man to win Wimbledon and the United States and
Australian Opens.

Militant in his convictions but mild in his manner, this slim, bookish and
bespectacled athlete never thought himself a rebel and preferred information to
insurrection.

Since he believed his singular success carried inherent responsibilities,
Ashe, during his decade-long professional tennis career and beyond it, dedicated
himself to dismantling the barriers of poverty, privilege, racism and social
stereotyping. Even the fact of his own mortality became a cause celebre, and
Ashe, in the headlines again, conducted his final campaign against the ravages
of AIDS.

Ashe, who said he believed he contracted H.I.V., the virus that causes AIDS,
through a transfusion of tainted blood during his second round of heart-bypass
surgery in 1983, first learned of his infection after he entered New York
Hospital for emergency brain surgery in September 1988. He was hospitalized
after he suffered paralysis of his right arm, the one that served up 26 aces the
day he became the 1968 United States Open champion. The surgery and a subsequent
biopsy revealed the presence of toxoplasmosis, a parasitic infection linked to
AIDS.

In recent weeks, Ashe had been hospitalized with pneumocystis pneumonia,
according to an AIDS researcher. Two weeks ago, he stayed in Manhattan, where he
lived, rather than travel to Boston to receive an award.
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FOCUS

He appeared short of breath in a videotape that he made to be shown in the
place of his appearance. But Ashe was as passionate as ever, speaking of a visit
to South Africa he had made and how a young boy had told him that he was the
first free black man he had ever seen.

Disclosed Illness Under Duress

Ashe chose not to publicize his condition, preferring to protect his
family's privacy and being well aware of the inevitable demands such a
disclosure would place on a man of his celebrity.

He did not disclose his condition until April 8, 1992, and then only after
being told that USA Today intended to publish an article about his illness as
soon as it could confirm it. But after making his public admission, Ashe spent
the rest of his days campaigning for public awareness, including a speech on the
floor of the United Nations on World AIDS Day on Dec. 1.

When he made his reluctant admission, Ashe said: "I have good days and bad
days. My ratio of good days to bad days is about six to one. I don't think
anybody in my stage of this would be able to go through with no bad days. But I
didn't want to go public now because I am not sick."

Sick, in Ashe's terminology, meant being bedridden and nonfunctional. As an
avid golfer, prominent speaker, occasional columnist for The Washington Post,
television commentator for HBO and ABC sports, author of a three-volume history
of the black athlete in America, and a noted participant in countless civic
projects and protests, Ashe hardly went into retreat in the four years that
followed his AIDS diagnosis.

Compiling the 1,600-page treatise "A Hard Road to Glory," published in 1988,
was a major project. Ever in icy control on the tennis court, Ashe was just as
assiduous about remaining in control of himself and his emotions in his
off-court life.

Begins AIDS Program

Just before being stricken by a mild heart attack, his third, in early
September 1992, Ashe assembled tennis luminaries at the United States Open to
inaugurate a 15-month, $5 million fund-raising effort on behalf of his namesake
foundation to combat AIDS. With that project safely in the works, he traveled to
Washington, where he was part of a group whose members were arrested while
protesting the Bush administration's treatment of Haitian refugees.

For Ashe, the handcuffs were nothing new; this longtime friend to Nelson
Mandela and the first black athlete to be granted a visa (but not hotel
accommodations) to compete in South Africa, in 1973, was arrested in 1985 as he
protested South Africa's policy of apartheid.

But devoting himself to becoming a human billboard in the fight against AIDS,
the only cause to impose itself upon him against his will, was a role Ashe
always understood he would eventually accept with his usual poise.

Only the fact that the timing of his public pledge to help eradicate AIDS was
beyond his control bothered him. As the father of a daughter, Camera, now 6,
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named for her mother's profession, Ashe didn't want his limited time to be spent
working overtime, which happened to be his only way of working, to help halt the
spread of this disease. He did not want his to become a one-issue existence.

But once the announcement was a fait accompli, Ashe's initial anger
dissipated and he seemed almost relieved: nothing like a valid cause to set
Ashe's competitive juices simmering.

"The foundation was something I always knew I wanted to do, long before I
went public on April 8," said Ashe, who continued to refer to that date as the
beginning of his life as an AIDS activist and the end of his relatively
"unfettered" existence as a former tennis champion with a sports, business and
family agenda.

Gonzalez Is Role Model

The shy yet eloquent Ashe, who listed the tennis star Pancho Gonzalez as his
only sports idol, did not set out to become a role model for young black
athletes. But because he dared to stand by his convictions, that is precisely
what happened.

Unlike baseball's Jackie Robinson, who acted as conduit for the rites of
passage of a stream of deserving black baseball players, Ashe was the only black
tennis player of his era. It was a position that left him feeling ostracized at
times, he said, by both blacks and whites.

"It's an abnormal world I live in," he told Sports Illustrated's Frank Deford
in 1966. "It's like I'm floating down the middle. I'm never quite sure where I
am . . . It does bother me that I'm in this predicament, but I don't dwell on
it, because I know it will resolve itself."

But Ashe served as a beacon for future generations of black tennis players.

"He's always been for black players someone to look up to and someone who
says, 'You can do it, it doesn't matter where you come from or how you look,' "
said Zina Garrison-Jackson, a product of Houston's public parks system who
reached a career-high ranking of No. 4 in the world in 1989.

"Arthur showed you what is possible to be accomplished," she said. "I always
wanted to follow in his footsteps, and nobody can forget that he made the
footsteps: I can really appreciate the time that he made his breakthrough in. It
was harder then for a minority player to break in, especially in our sport, but
he did it to the hilt."

According to Pam Shriver, a many-time Grand Slam doubles champion and herself
a frequent commentator on a wide range of topics, Ashe's example of grace under
pressure was not lost on the women players campaigning for equality in their
workplace. "He was a voice for all the minorities, and that goes for women,
too," she said. He brought a level of conscience to the game, whether he was
speaking on South Africa or inner-city minorities or exclusionary policies
anyplace. Arthur's influence on tennis didn't fade after he left the sport. "

Began at Age 7
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Arthur Ashe, the son of a parks policeman, was born in Richmond on July 10,
1943. His mother died when he was 6.

He played his first tennis at the age of 7 on the courts at Brookfield Park,
the segregated playground adjacent to his home. By the time he was 14, he had
found a patron in Dr. Walter Johnson, a Lynchburg, Va., physician with two
decades of experience in assisting black tennis prodigies.

Ashe reached the semifinals of the junior national championships on his first
try in 1958. He won the indoor singles title in 1960 and 1961, and completed his
high school years at Sumner High School in St. Louis in order to train full-time
there with Richard Hudlin. In 1962, as the fifth-ranked junior in the nation,
Ashe received a full scholarship to U.C.L.A. While a student there, he attracted
the attention of Pancho Gonzalez and Pancho Segura, both of whom helped refine
Ashe's serve-and-volley game and the unflappable temperament that vaulted him to
three Grand Slam tournament singles titles. They also encouraged his penchant
for experimentation: At one time, Ashe accumulated 16 variations of the backhand
in his stroke repertory.

In 1963, he joined the United States Davis Cup Team, and by 1966, the year of
his graduation from U.C.L.A. with a B.S. in business administration, he was
described by the renowned tennis teacher Harry Hopman as "the most promising
player in the world."

Ashe, while still a 25-year-old amateur fulfilling a three-year Army stint,
inaugurated the Open era by winning the 1968 United States Open at Forest Hills.
He defeated Tom Okker in the final, marking the first time a black man had won a
Grand Slam event, one of the sport's four major tournaments. 1In 1970, he won
the Australian Open.

In 1975, making his final-round opponent even more manic than usual by calmly
closing his eyes and meditating through every changeover, he defeated Jimmy
Connors in the Wimbledon final. Ashe also collected doubles titles at the
Australian and French Opens and Wimbledon.

The Grand Slam titles and ensuing endorsement contracts helped make Ashe, who
earned $1,584,909 in prize money, tennis's first black millionaire, but wealth
didn't distract him from the social issues of his day. In 1973, on his third
attempt, he was granted a visa to South Africa, and helped integration efforts
there. In 1974 he helped found the Association of Professionals Tour, a players’
union, and served as its president until 1979. He played on the Davis Cup team
for 10 years, won three championships, and later served as its captain from
1981-84 after heart problems forced his retirement in 1980.

Ashe suffered his first heart attack in July 1979, just after conducting a
clinic for underprivileged children in New York City. In December of that year,
he underwent a quadruple bypass operation, and in 1983 he underwent a double
bypass, again at St. Luke-Roosevelt Hospital. Ashe discovered he had AIDS 18
months after Federal health officials recommended the testing of any patients
who had received blood transfusions between 1978 and 1985.

Hall of Fame Induction
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In 1988, the same year he learned he had AIDS, Ashe helped create inner-city
tennis programs for youths in Newark, Detriot, Atlanta, Kansas City and
Indianapolis. He was inducted into the Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport, R.I., in
1985, and last year Mayor David N. Dinkins, a longtime friend, proclaimed August
30, the date of Ashe's kickoff for his $5 million AIDS fundraiser, Arthur Ashe
Day in New York City.

Ashe served on the board of directors of Retna Life & Casualty and the United
States Tennis Association, as chairman of the National Heart Association in
1981-82, and had recently rejoined the Board of Trustees of the National
Foundation for Infectious Diseases. He also held corporate posts with Head
Sports USA and Le Cog Sportif USA.

Besides his daughter, survivors include his wife, Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe.
GRAPHIC: Photo: Arthur Ashe in a photograph taken a week before he died. (Steve
Berman, 1993) (pg. 1);

Arthur Ashe, above, receiving congratulations after he defeated Jimmy Connors in
the singles final at Wimbledon in 1975. (Associated Press); He was joined by his
wife, Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, at a news conference in New York in April 1992,
where he announced that he had contracted AIDS. (Angel Franco/The New York
Times) (pg. 43)

Chart: "Arthur Ashe in the Spotlight"

Aug. 1, 1963: Becomes the first black to be named to a United States Davis Cup
team.

June 21, 1965: Leads U.C.L.A. to the N.C.A.A. tennis championship.

Aug. 25, 1968: Becomes the first black to win United States men's singles
championships.

Sept. 9, 1968: Wins the first United States Open title.

Dec. 12, 1968: Is ranked No. 1 by the United States Lawn Tennis Association.
June 30, 1969: Is banned from South African championships.

Jan. 28, 1970: Is refused a visa to compete in the South African Open.

Oct. 31, 1973: Granted an entry visa to compete in the South African Open in
Johannesburg.

Nov. 24, 1973: Becomes the first black to reach final of the South African Open.
1974-1979: President of the Association of Tennis Professionals.

July 5, 1975: Becomes the first black to win the men's singles title at
Wimbledon.

Dec. 21, 1979: Undergoes quadruple bypass heart surgery.

April 16, 1980: Announces his retirement from competitive tennis.
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Sept. 7, 1980: Named captain of the Davis Cup team. The United States wins
championships under him in 1981 and 1982.

June 21, 1983: Undergoes double bypass heart surgery.

March 21, 1985: Named to the International Tennis Hall of Fame and is inducted
on July 13.

Sept. 16, 1988: Ashe is released after a one-week stay in a New York hospital
after having a "severe bacterial infection" in his head.

April 8, 1992: Announces he contracted the AIDS virus from a blood transfusion
during heart bypass surgery. He said he tested positive for H.I.V. three and a
half years ago before he underwent brain surgery but decided to announce it
because he heard that rumors were circulating about his condition.

(Source: The Associated Press) (pg. 43)
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There can be no greater gift than that of holding out hope for those who have
felt hopeless. Arthur Ashe possessed that rare gift, the ability to inspire. On
Saturday, at 3:13 P.M. in a room in New York Hospital, Arthur Ashe died at age
49.

It is not stretching a point to say that his gift lives on. Few men or women
leave such a legacy; Arthur Ashe was one such extraordinary human being.

"The more I read about the world of tennis, and Arthur Ashe's role in it,
the more I began to dream of its possibilities," Mark Mathabane wrote in his
autobiography, "Kaffir Boy," recalling the period around 1970 when he was a
young black child living under the tyranny of apartheid in South Africa.

Mathabane had discovered tennis after having been given an old wood racguet
by a white woman he worked for.

"What if I too were someday to attain the same fame and fortune as Arthur
Ashe?" Mathabane wrote. "Would whites respect me as they did him? Would I be as
free as he? The dreams were tantalizing, but I knew they were only dreams.
Nevertheless, I kept dreaming; after all, what harm could that do me?"

Ashe, by his intelligence, his dignity, his courage and his commitment,
fought fights on several fronts, most recently against AIDS, which it is
believed he contracted from a blood transfusion during a heart operation 10
years ago. )

He organized the Arthur Ashe Foundation for the Defeat of AIDS. But he also
battled for an end to discrimination, in regard not just to race but to gender
as well.

"He was a voice for all the minorities," Pam Shriver, a tennis player, said
yesterday. "And that goes for women, too. He brought a level of conscience to
the game, whether he was speaking on South Africa or inner-city minorities or
exclusionary policies any place. Arthur's influence on tennis didn't fade after
he left the sport."

Ashe retired as an active tennis player in 1980, after a brief comeback after
he had suffered a heart attack. The fact that he was the first black man to win
the United States Open, in 1968, and Wimbledon, in 1975 -- he is still the
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only black man to have won either event -- was the crown of his tennis career.
But the hope he offered many by all of his achievements was perhaps an even
greater glory.

"He's always been, for black players, someone to look up to and someone who
says, 'You can do it; it doesn't matter where you come from or how you locok,' "
said Zina Garrison-Jackson, a black woman from Houston who is a prominent tennis
competitor.

Ashe sought to bring light into the darkness of ignorance by virtue of
education, and he often rankled some.

"I have become convinced," he said, "that we blacks spend too much time on
the playing field and too little in the libraries."

Ashe also understood that athletics were often a way to gain the attention of
young people, in order that they might indeed embrace education. He helped start
the Safe Passage Foundation, a concept under which youths could achieve a
productive adult life by combining sports and academics. It took root in about
eight cities, from Kansas City, Mo., to Newark.

Fencing, Anyone?

As of January, in Newark alone, 1,870 students -- two-thirds of them between
the ages of 4 and 13 -- were being taught golf, tennis and fencing, and being
made to understand the significance of education.

"He touched the lives of thousands of children and young people by
encouraging them to stay in school and to play tennis, which he viewed as a
lifetime sport," said Mayor Sharpe James of Newark.

Ashe was also the author of a three-volume book on the history of blacks in
sports, "A Hard Road to Glory," published in 1988. It is a scholarly work, and
it suited Ashe's bent: A graduate of U.C.L.A., he once said that had he not been
a professional tennis player, he might have become a college English or
philosophy professor.

While Ashe played tennis to win, and played for money, he still maintained
principles. One can't remember Ashe behaving other than as a gentleman. He said
he admired the Greek athletic ideal, "a level that really was to be exalted.”
But Ashe was realistic enough to know "that this wasn't always the case.”

Ashe also understood that he was often the focal point in a tennis setting,
often the lone black in a sea of white. He was a symbol and a role model,
whether he wished to be or not. Nevertheless, he took seriously this position
that had been thrust upon him.

Ashe remembered where he came from, Richmond, where as a boy he was not
allowed to play in tournaments with whites. And he remembered why he had one
tennis idol, Pancho Gonzalez, an outsider like himself.

And he always remembered and adhered to the advice his grandmother once gave
him: "Never embarrass yourself."
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In his early years as a tennis standout, Ashe appeared shy and reluctant to
take stands. It seemed enough for him to make his way up the ladder of the game,
without having to combat the social issues. But he soon became involved. In
1970, for example, he began a publicized and controversial campaign to obtain a
visa to play tennis in South Africa. When the South African Government turned
him down, solely because of his color, Ashe was angered.

At a news conference in London, he said that he would "like to drop the
H-bomb on Johannesburg," where the South African Open was held. Some --
including a friend and rival of Ashe's, Rod Laver -- thought this was going too
far.

"I don't think that was a very helpful thing to say," Laver said at the time.
"I've never felt you should mix sports and politics."

Promising Results

But Ashe's stand was inspiring for others, like Mathabane, the young South
African, who did become a promising junior player.

In 1973, Ashe got the visa to South Africa.

"His coming meant so much to blacks in South Africa, who literally worshipped
American blacks who proved that they could triumph in a white man's world, a
world that many of us believed was booby-trapped with all sorts of obstacles
designed to sink blacks deeper into the mire of squalor and servitude, where
white people wanted them to belong," wrote Mathabane, who with particular help
from Stan Smith, one of Ashe's best friends, left South Africa in 1978 with a
tennis scholarship to Limestone College in Gaffney, S.C.

Another young player was literally discovered in Africa by Ashe, at a tennis
clinic in Cameroon, and went on to compete at tennis's highest level.

Yesterday, that player, Yannick Noah, said:

"It was thanks to him that I could have a career in tennis. It was him who,
when I was young, gave me the dream."

Ashe continued his fight to end apartheid in South Africa, and when Nelson
Mandela was released from prison and journeyed to the United States, the first
person he wanted to meet was Arthur Ashe.

Just five months ago, Ashe was arrested in Washington while taking part in a
demonstration against the United States' treatment of Haitian refugees.

Humble Approach

About his role as a leader, and particularly as a black leader, Ashe once
said:

"Others are more important, more cosmic, and whereas I don't see myself as
Jackie Robinson or even a Rosa Parks, neither a trail blazer nor a pawn of
history, I do think I'm just a little bit of progress."
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"He was being humble when he said that," the Rev. Jesse Jackson said
yesterday. "But Arthur Ashe was in that tradition of great leaders. He earned

that status not by proclaiming it, but by living it."

Time, meanwhile, will determine Ashe's role in history, and his legacy. From
here, it loocks considerable.

GRAPHIC: Photo: Arthur Ashe with his daughter, Camera, in a photograph taken at
their home in Manhattan last year. (Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe)
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WE have nine years and 363 days to come up with a stamp. Shall it be the
dignified and lean young Arthur Ashe, or shall it be the dignified and lean
middle-aged Arthur Ashe?

Shall it be the let's-not-call-attention-to-ourselves short hair of the 50's,
or the modified black-is-beautiful Afro of the 70's, or back to the board-room
short hair of the 90's again? That's the only decision to be made about the
mandatory Arthur Ashe stamp, as soon as he is eligible, the stamp that will
honor an American hero who never got to see his daughter graduate, or cheer the
next black tennis champion, or become President of the United States.

Arthur Ashe never got to grow old gracefully, which of course is the only
way he would have grown old. AIDS got him Saturday afternoon. It had invaded him
when he wasn't looking, when he thought he was going in for a heart operation.

So now the United States and the rest of the world are deprived of an
international resource, an activist and a writer and a gentle man -- two words,
gentle man.

This was a black man who did not lose his dignity when confronted by racism,
overt or subtle. His demeanor reminded us that it has generally been black
Americans who have taught white Americans how to be dignified in the face of
frustration. He earned the right to be anguished at the sight of the Rodney King
riots in Los Angeles, to cry out, "That is not us," because by and large, it was
not.

This was a man who did not lose his dignity when dealing with two egomaniacs
like John McEnroe and Jimmy Connors on the very same Davis Cup team. And he was
a role model in big things like dying of an uninvited plague.

We are all diminished today by the loss of our modest hero, which leads me to
the subject of the National Research Council. Last Friday, this private adviser
to the Government released a study that said, "the AIDS epidemic will have
little impact on the lives of most Americans or the way society functions, "
according to a recent article.

We should not necessarily blame the messenger. The National Research Council
may indeed be right. The United States might continue to produce cellular
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telephones and situation comedies and to fight wars for helpful oil suppliers as
if nothing had happened.

But it is my distinct impression that in the first generation of AIDS, our
national gene pool has been lowered, particularly among people in the arts who
made us laugh and cry and care. I defy this National Research Council to say our
lives are not in some way lessened.

Now the world has lost Arthur Ashe. Until recently, I suspect, AIDS was
psychologically written off by some in big government and big industry and big
medicine because it affected only "them" -- the "socially invisible," as the
National Research Council called them, the gay men, the needle-sharers, the
poor, the people of color.

Arthur Ashe was of color, a black man from Virginia, but in his death he was
bring-it-all-home mainstream. A celebrity, a man of some means, who apparently
caught AIDS from big-time heart surgery. You couldn't even pass him off as
merely an athlete, because he had long since transcended his accomplishments in
the privileged playgrounds of Wimbledon and Forest Hills. He had become a
historian, an organizer, a voice, a conscience. He was Arthur Ashe, for
goodness' sakes, and AIDS got him, too.

He said he wanted to live 10 more years with AIDS, but his last major
realistic goal was to finish his book, with the help of Arnold Rampersad. The
book will be called "Days of Grace" and will be published by Knopf in early
July.

On Thursday, Arthur finished the revisions toc the last two chapters and he
walked around the corner and he mailed the pages to Rampersad. On Friday, he
went to the hospital. On Saturday, he died.

Oh, yes, I wanted to tell you about the first and last times I met Arthur
Ashe. The first time was at Forest Hills, when I was a young reporter, and I
tried to interview him about being a black tennis player, and he politely
pointed out that he was walking to a court to play a match. Politely, that was
the key word.

The last time was last summer at Flushing Meadows, a few days after he had
been arrested in a demonstration in Washington. ("All arranged," he reassured
us. "No problem.") He sat weakly in the press box and chatted with me for an
hour, and then politely gave interviews to French and German broadcasters he
surely could have ducked. Politely, that was the key word.

Now I want to know this: With whom am I going to schmooze in the press box
when I really want to understand tennis -- or life? He wrote for The Washington
Post, but he would explain things to a guy from The Times. That was Arthur
Ashe. Please do not tell me he was socially invisible.
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The rise of Arthur Ashe in tennis, crowned by his Wimbledon victory in 1975,
took on the stature of a fable. He was a black man in a sport that seemed a
metaphor for racism -- a sport played by white people in white clothes at white
country clubs -- and for a time he was the best there was. He was also a rare
champion who believed that personal success imposes broad responsibilities to
humanity.

Mr. Ashe's life was linked to two of the great social scourges of his day:
racism and AIDS, the disease that led to his death last weekend. He confronted
them head on -- driven, until the end, by the unselfish and unswerving
conviction that he was duty bound to ease the lives of others who were similarly
afflicted.

In 1970 Mr. Ashe began a public campaign against apartheid, seeking a visa
to play in the South African open. Three years later he won that fight and
became the first black man ever to reach the final of the open. His appearance
inspired young South African blacks, among them the writer and former tennis
player Mark Mathabane. In his memoir, "Kaffir Boy," Mr. Mathabane wrote that the
more he learned about Mr. Ashe the more he dreamed of freedom:

"What if I too were someday to attain the same fame and fortune as Arthur
Ashe?" Mr. Mathabane wrote. "Would whites respect me as they did him? Would I be
as free as he?" That dream came true when Mr. Mathabane won a tennis scholarship
and immigrated to America.

Mr. Ashe took his crusade to America's inner cities as well, where he
established tennis clinics and preached tennis discipline and provided hope to
the young people who most needed it.

He contracted AIDS through a transfusion of tainted blood during heart-bypass
surgery a decade ago. He learned of his infection in 1988, but did not disclose
it until last April, after USA Today told him it planned toc publish an article
about his illness. After his public admission, Mr. Ashe campaigned vigorously on
behalf of AIDS sufferers and started a foundation to combat the disease.

Mr. Ashe did not waste his fame; he used it to leave a mark on the social
canvas of his time. For this, ‘he remains a model champion.
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WHY, WHEN we knew Arthur Ashe's health was precarious, did the news of his
death from pneumonia last Saturday hit us like a ball peen hammer between the
eyes? Why did the announcement of this gentle man's passing force even the
raucous Madison Square Garden crowd.at the Riddick Bowe-Michael Dokes fight into
unwonted reflection, never to quite return to that fray?

In part, surely, we reel because, even with AIDS and a history of heart
attacks, Ashe didn't seem to be sick. He, of all men, hid things well. His
gentility shielded us from appreciating his risk. '

In greater part, Ashe's illness had made us take stock. His 49 years of
achievement in tennis, philanthropy and human rights led this magazine to name
him its Sportsman of the Year for 1992. As all of us reflected on the magnitude
of those achievements, it now seems, we were measuring our loss, calculating the
blow. Ashe, with his usual luck, is the first SI Sportsman to pass from this
green and clamorous world. His life's merit is now felt in its sudden,
blindsiding absence.

He lay in state in Virginia's capitol, at his Richmond birthplace, the
Richmond where his father taught him to help others and where his coach, Dr.
Robert Johnson, taught him his exquisite manners and unshakable calm. I know
what Ashe would ask. He would ask that we keep this occasion in perspective.

He was almost comical, last November, in his insistence that he had gotten his
life in such order, had provided so well for his wife, Jeanne, and his daughter,
camera, had given such clear direction to his many foundations, that if he were
to be taken unexpectedly, "it won't cause disruption." He was not trying to
dismiss the emotional cavern he would leave, just straining to be practical. He
had done all he could do.

Perhaps the man he was, an independent soul, not given to ideolatry, could
never fully understand how he could have been taken into so many hearts, so many
minds, so many social consciences. Perhaps he could never fully realize what he
meant to ug. So, now it feels like the thing to do is tell him.

Ashe was the best at leaving every shot behind. He played each stroke as if
it were for life and death and then instantly abstained from regret or
celebration because there was another shot to play. It was inefficient, even
self-destructive to waste energy raging at himself or his opponent or the
umpire, even though to do so is wholly human. Too, he learned early that his
unnatural cool was often so unsettling that it could be a tactical weapon.
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So at his best he was a wonderful paradox. Compared with the antics of his
racket-throwing, blaspheming opponents, Ashe's blithe shrugging off of errors
and injustices seemed almost lackadaisical, as if he didn't care. Yet his was
the truer picture of focus. He cut his losses and moved on, unharmed by them.

That rational practice shaped his life. He pointedly noted the dearth of
trophies in his apartment. You had to hunt to find mementos of his 1968 U.S.
Open and 1975 Wimbledon singles championships. "I want to look forward, and
trophies draw you back," he said in November. "And I don't want my daughter to
think her daddy was just an athlete."

Always, in attending to such thorny evils as apartheid, AIDS and the
pathology of the American inner city, Ashe was a reasonable man, more
disciplined by logic than almost anyone he dealt with. In this was his
activist's strength, and in this he was an anomaly, belonging to an earlier time
and a simpler, harder ethic.

In sporting deportment Ashe was a contemporary of Joe DiMaggio, just barely
tipping his cap to acknowledge the crowd after a home run, or of Jim Brown,
calmly handing the ball to the official in the end zone, a trail of writhing
would-be tacklers sufficient testimony to his work well done. Ashe was of a time
when the core of the American athlete was a sense of fair play. He believed he
had control of his own behavior and therefore responsibility for his character.

In this crucial sense he played his game quite opposite to how he lived. He
played serve-and-volley tennis, attacking and reacting, hitting or missing on
instinct. Yet off the court, even a single second away from furious, frustrating
exchanges, his replies were always considered, always balanced. Enlightened
disinterest is rare. To find it in a champion athlete is almost beyond what is
given to human nature.

Ashe, of course, was given to self-possession as a child, and then had it
hardened by his father and coach into carbon-steel control because he was a
pioneer, America's first great black male tennis player. Johnson taught him at
the age of 11 to accept the handicap of linesmen being against him and
instructed him to play any shot that was an inch or two outside the lines as if
it were good.

After our Sportsman profile ran, we received a letter from a reader, George
L. Miller Jr. of Savannah. It said: "During the late '60s, Ashe played in a
grass-court tournament at the Merion Cricket Club outside Philadelphia. At that
time, spectators were permitted to watch the first-round matches at courtside. I
stood by the net post and could have called every shot. Ashe's opponent was
cheating him blind; I had never seen such flagrant calls. I became so upset by
this exhibition that I almost spoke up. After one particularly bad display, I
happened to catch Ashe's eye. Almost imperceptibly, he shook his head and
winked! I've never forgotten that incident."

His grades were good at UCLA, but he was not especially scholarly then, just
a quick cram. It was later, while traveling the world, that he read voraciously,
talked exhaustively and became a thorough intellect and writer. His three-volume
work, A Hard Road to Glory (1988), is the definitive documentation of
African-American sporting history. When he learned that I had been a philosophy
major and recognized at least a few of the arcane literary references and
obscure theclogians that cropped up in his stream of consciousness, the
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Sportsman story was assured of success.

He was a real writer. He enjoyed gnawing on issues, mulling over different
ways of thinking about fundamental concerns. After our interviews he asked how
long I would take to draft the story. During those days he called at odd times,
once while he was racing for a plane in Minneapolis, one writer assisting
another with a project that had caught his fancy. "I don't know what you're
emphasizing," he would say, "but something just popped into my head apropos of
your question about good works and just rewards. . . ." No other subject has
ever done that.

On many topics -- the question of innocent suffering, to take a timely
example -- he had no fixed belief. "There are dozens of relevant
interpretations, " he said. "But no definitive answer. That's one we have to

straighten out with the Creator."

In my notebook I find the following passage, mysteriously unused in the
Sportsman profile, perhaps because of its heroic tone: "It was his consciousness
that stayed with you. When he turned his open, bespectacled, deceptively
tranquil gaze upon an event or an argument, it got turned over and over in a
blazing tungsten light. But this was an illumination shaded by all the elements
of that Ashe consciousness, the capacity of an information junkie to equal the
complexity of the world, sort it out, deal with the worst of it, fix it and see
the way on."

Not that he made any claim to moral superiority or even to leading a
perfectly defensible life. He picked his spots, leaving causes for later, or for
others. Once I asked him about the cigarette money that permeates tennis. Did he
know the number of deaths caused by the product he was involved in promoting?
"Three hundred thousand a year," he said. "Yes, it's a hell of a problem. I have
no defense. I have no answer." It was a difficult topic for a Virginian whose
slave forebears picked tobacco, whose family has tobacco leaves emblazoned on
its crest. Perhaps that issue would have been next. I looked forward to bugging
him about it, because his last words to me, on the phone, were "Let's keep in
touch.™"

He felt from his reading that an AIDS breakthrough would come in about two
years. He seemed sure to make it. I remember him waiting to address some
foundation executives and wolfing down my fruit salad when I paused to take
notes. "You're the one who has the appetite of an AIDS patient," he said,
winking.

He was offhand to the end. He had gone into New York Hospital for two weeks
in early January for pneumonia, had recovered well and was resting at home. He
made his last public appearance on Feb. 2, and the next day became ill with a
fever. Pneumonia, unopposed by his AIDS-weakened immune system, progressed
rapidly for 48 hours. During his last day he was without his voice because he
was on a ventilator, but he scribbled notes to his doctors, to Jeanne and to his
lawyer and friend of 25 years, Donald Dell. He died with equanimity at 3:13 in
the afternoon, Feb. 6, bearing onward a list of questions he very much wants
answered.

"He fought hard, and as in his tennis days, it was always how he played the
game," said Jeanne, getting it exactly right.
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An autopsy was done. "It is what Arthur Ashe would have wanted," said Dr.
Henry Murray. "I'm almost half waiting for him to call me back and ask what it
showed. "

"I remember,"” said Dell, "being in the basement of Andy Young's house in
Atlanta in 1968, talking about the black movement, and a young guy yelled out,
'Arthur, you've got to be more outspoken, more aggressive.' And he said, 'Jesse,
I'm just not arrogant, and I ain't never going to be arrogant. I'm just going to
do it my way.' "

Adrift, I find myself staring again at a photograph Jeanne took to accompany
the Sportsman profile. Arthur is standing on expensively groomed greensward,
helping Camera swing a golf club, perhaps a nine-iron, at a bright-orange golf
ball. A foot behind the ball there is a divot, and a foot to one side there is
another. Eighteen inches beyond, there is a third. In the clear, hilarious story
of those divots is the essence of Ashe. Camera had torn up the turf here and
there and then back there, while her father stayed patiently above her, knowing
each wild miss was necessary for the child to learn. The effect is that the
viewer becomes the child and feels the comfort, the blessing of being so gently
guided, so loosely loved.

GRAPHIC: Picture 1, ARTHUR ASHE 1943-1993 descColor cover., COVER PHOTOGRAPH BY
MICHAEL O'NEILL; Picture 2, NO CAPTION descBlack and white: Arthur Ashe., AP
(1966); Picture 3, NO CAPTION descColor: Arthur Ashe teaching Camera Ashe how to
play golf., JEANNE MOUTOUSSAMY-ASHE

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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White House Press Release

President Presents Medal Of Freedom To Ashe

The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release June 22, 1993

President Presents Medal Of Freedom To Ashe

(Washington, Dc) President Clinton awarded a posthumous
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian
honor, to tennis great Arthur Ashe at the National Sports Awards
Ceremony at Constitution Hall Sunday night.

Presenting the medal to Ashe's widow, Jeanne, the President
noted that Ashe, "battled his way to the top rung of
international tennis -- and he did it with an inner strength and
outward dignity that marked his game every bit as much as that
dazzling crosscourt backhand."

Speaking earlier Sunday at the White House, the President
called Ashe, "An extraordinary man who lived by the words, "Thou
shalt not close a door behind you.'"”

The National Sports Awards will be telecast tonight on Nbc.

# # 4

To comment on this service: feedback@www.whitehouse.gov
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THEN NATIONAL RURAL LETTER CARRIERS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION
AUGUST 11, 1997

It would be nice to be with all of you in Portland today, particularly to thank your
president Scottie Hicks in person for his 40 years with the United States Postal Service. Scottie,
I wish you and Susan well as you head to Kentucky for a well-deserved retirement. I’d also like
to say hello to your Vice President of Government Affairs, Ken Parmalee, whose wife, Carole, is
doing a wonderful job here in the White House as the assistant to my Chief of Staff Erskine
Bowles.

On behalf of this nation, I want you to know that we are grateful the work you do to bring
America together. For more than a century, rural letter carriers have provided an invaluable
service to the United States, by reaching out to our most isolated communities and providing a
lifeline to our nation’s rural families. I’ve travelled to every one of our 50 states, [’ve seen the
communities you serve and I know how vital your deliveries are to the more than 26 million
families across America.

Today I’d like to thank you not only for your work, but also for your support of the
balanced budget and the economic strategy that my administration put in place four and a half
years ago. The strategy has worked. We’ve created 13 million new jobs and our economy is
now the strongest in a generation. Postmaster General Runyon tells me that this economic
prosperity has resulted in a dramatic increase in mail volume. And it pleases me to know that
with your unique evaluated pay system, a larger workload means larger paychecks for Rural
Letter Carriers.

Last year we issued a U.S. postage stamp that commerates the Rural Letter Carriers -- and.
everyday we are grateful for your service. On behalf of everyone who has benefitted from your
faithful work, I thank you for your dedication to serving rural America. God bless you.
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It would be nice to be with all of you in Portland today, particularly to thank your
president Scottie Hicks in person for his 40 years with the United States Postal Service. Scottie,
I wish you and Susan well as you head to Kentucky for a well-deserved retirement. I’d also like
to say hello to your Vice President of Government Affairs, Ken Parmalee, whose wife, Carole, is
doing greatanerk-here-inthe-White House as the assistant to my Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles.
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Today I’d like to thank you not only for your work, but also for your support of the
balanced budget and the economic strategy that my administration put in place four and a half
years ago. The strategy has worked. We’ve created 13 million new jobs and our economy is
now the strongest in a generation. Postmaster General Runyon tells me that this economic
prospen&;has resulted in a dramatic increase in mail volume%And it pleases me to know that
with tb{‘e unique evaluated pay system W larger workload means larger paychecks for
Rural Letter Carriers.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON T L&
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
THE NATIONAL RURAL LETTER CARRIERS ASSOCIATION
92ND ANNUAL CONVENTION
AUGUST 1, 1996

I’m sorry 1 can’t be with you in person today, but I’'m very glad to have this opportunity
to speak to you about the issues you and I care about so much, and about the choice America is
facing in November.

100 years ago, rural America was remote and isolated from our nation’s cities. Traveling
in their horse drawn buggies from farm to farm, your predecessors helped to bring America
together as a nation. Now, the men and women of the National Rural Letter Carriers Association
travel more than 2.8 million miles every day in four wheel drive vehicles and family cars to bring
mail service to more than 25 million families across America.

Today you are celebrating the issuance of a U.S. postage stamp that commemorates those
100 years of vital service -- this pin I’'m wearing shows it. Under the direction and leadership of
your President -- Scottie Hicks -- the Rural Carriers will go forward into the 21st century stronger
than ever. I salute you for your dedication.

Almost four years ago, we began a journey together -- a journey to restore America’s
working families, to give them a sense of economic security and well being that was being lost.
We have worked to make government reflect the values working people have long struggled for -
- values your movement continues to represent: Opportunity. Responsibility. Community. Fair
treatment on the job. The chance to make a decent living, and to support your families.

We have made real progress in the past four years. 4.4 million people have become
homeowners. Exports have surged to record levels. The combined rate of unemployment,
inflation and mortgages is the lowest in three decades. We’ve cut the deficit by over half -- so
that it is now the smallest since 1981. The economy has created 10 million new jobs. And real
wages, which had fallen for a decade, have begun to rise again. America’s economy is the
soundest it has been in a generation.

That’s a record to build on, not to rest on. We must make sure America keeps working
for working families. That’s why I vetoed the Republican budget that undermined Medicare,
Medicaid, education and the environment. That’s why I fought for the Family and Medical Leave
Act. That’s why I expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit, to give a tax cut to more than 15
million working families. That’s why I have fought so hard to make Congress do the right thing
and increase the minimum wage.

I’ve fought to make sure that you won’t lose your health insurance if you lose your job, or
if someone gets sick. I’ve fought to make sure you can keep saving for your retirement when you
change jobs. And I'll continue to oppose efforts to let corporations raid workers’ pension funds.
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My administration is pro-family, pro-worker and pro-union. I strongly support collective @
bargaining for private and public employees. Congress tried to make replacement workers, unsafe
workplaces, and company unions the law of the land. 1 wouldn’t let them. They tried to -
undermine prevailing wage laws. 1 wouldn’t let them. 1 will continue to use my veto pen to stop
the Republicans in Congress from attacking America’s working families and the unions that
represent them.

You and your families, and the millions of working families like you, are the heart and soul
of the American Dream. We have {p keep working together, not just to preserve what’s been
won, but to continue to fight forbetter jobs, higher wages, more growth, and more justice.

I believe this is a moment of remarkable promise for our nation. 1 believe that if we
continue to hold to our most basic values -- opportunity, responsibility, community -- then the
21st century can be the next American century. You’re more than doing your part, and 1 am
determined to be your partner. Thank you and God Bless you.
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- NRLCA Fact Sheet

National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association

Issue: Balanced Budget Agreement

The National Rural Letter Carriers’ have consistently advocated the position that the
Federal budget should be balanced. We could support the Congress’ and the President’s
efforts to achieve a balanced budget, provided sacrifices required of Rural Letter
Carriers/federal employees and retirees are not greater than other members of society.

Two years ago when Congress proposed radical changes to our retirement systems, we
supported a proposal to increase our contributions by %% over 3 years, rather than see
our pension benefits changed. The recent agreement appears to have once again utilized
that proposal. a

The agreement appears to have dropped the COLA delay of three months each year for
our retirees. We applaud this action.

CPI is not changed by legislation. The budget anticipates the Bureau of Labor Statistics
will make statistical improvements that will cause CPI to be lower than its current
measurements. The corrections are expected to be 0.3 percentage points starting in 2000
and continuing thru 2002.

The National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association members are more affected by the
CPI than any other organization in the country.

e The NRLCA collective bargaining agreement has a COLA provision based upon CPI.

e NRLCA retirees receive a COLA based upon CPI.

e Most Rural Letter Carriers drive their own cars to deliver the mail and receive a
reimbursecment from the U.S. Postal Service. Periodic adjustments to the
reimbursement are based upon CPI.
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Therefore, the integrity of the CPI is of crucial importance to our organization.

We are optimistic about the agreement, however we retain a healthy skepticism about
agreed upon changes to CP1. Budget negotiation participants believed the CPI changes
are a politically volatile issue. Consequently our skepticism is about any downward
adjustment in the CPI which budget negotiators privately agree upon, and is not subject to
public scrutiny. :

NRLCA is also concerned about changes to Medicare. It is the primary health benefit
provider for our retirees over sixty-five years of age. We will be monitoring the changes
as the Congressional Committees work on the finer details of reforming the Medicare
program.

Position

NRLCA believes the balanced budget agreement asks our members to make sacrifices
we previously agreed to with respect to increased retirement contributions, but we remain
skeptical concerning CPI assumptions and will not be able to support the agreement if
eventual legislation mandates CPI reductions.
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Greetings Friends...I'm sorry | could not be with you at the 93" annual

~ convention of the National Rural Letter Carriers Association in Portland, Oregon.
Your conventions have a great tradition as family gatherings as well as forums
for conducting the union’s business.

I'd like to send a special greeting to your President, Scottie Hicks, on his
retirement and thank him for his years of support to this Administration. Vice
President Gore and | send our gratitude to Scottie for his leadership in support of
our administation's position on issues of concern to Rural Letter Carriers. After

 almost 40 years of service to the U.S. Postal Service and 20 years as a state
and national leader in the Union, Scottie and his wife; Susan, are about to
embark upon a well earned retirement. Hillary and | send them every good wish
in their new capacity in Moorehead, KY

| understand Carole Parmelee, wife of your Vice President for Gov't. Affairs here

~ in Washington, is the Executive Ass't. to Erskine Bowles, my Chief of Staff.
Many behind the scenes people, like Carole, have helped us attain this historic
balanced budget agreement with Congress.| thank Carole for her devotion and
hard work.

Early in my administration we put in place a plan to reduce the budget defecit.
That plan has laid the groundwork for 51/2 years of growth of our national
economy. Our economy’s growth is the kind we have not experienced in several

' decades. This has made the future brighter for almost every American
household.

As a result of this administration’s economic policies , Postmaster General
Runyon has told me mail volume continues to grow, in large part because of the
economic expansion we enjoy. | am especially pleased that this added mail
volume results in increased evaluated pay for Rural Letter Carriers.

We have now signed into law a historic plan to balance the federal budget by the
year 2002. | applaude you for your willingness to sacrifice for the wellbeing of the
entire nation . No one likes to sacrifice, but your patriotism in accepting changes
to your pensions is acknowledged by your President

| thank you for your support and | send you my best wishes



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS
NATIONAL RURAL LETTER CARRIERS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION

I’m sorry I can’t be with you in Portland today, but I’'m pleased to offer my
congratulations on the continued success of your organization. [ would especially like to thank
Scottie Hicks for his nearly 40 years of dedication to the U.S. Postal Service. Hillary and I wish
Scottie and his wife, Susan, well as they embark on a well-deserved retirement. [ would also like
to send a special hello to your Vice President of Government Affairs, Ken Parmelee, whose wife,
Carole, is doing great work at the White House as my Chief of Staff’s Executive Assistant.]

Rural Letter Carriers provide an invaluable service to our country; bringing mail and
information to the nation’s most isolated rural communities. You have come a long way from
the horse drawn buggies of a century ago -- now covering over 2.9 million miles a day to reach
over 26.3 million families. Rural Letter Carriers have been helping to bring America together for
over 100 years.

Last week I signed into law this nation’s first balanced budget in a generation. It comes at
a time of great economic prosperity -- America’s economy is the envy of the world. With this
economic growth has come a consistent increase in mail volume, and I am especially pleased that
this added volume has brought increases in evaluated pay for Rural Letter Carriers. This balanced
budget will spur economic growth and expand opportunity for all Americans. Had it not been for
the support of organ nizations like yours this historic bipartisan achievement would not have been

pos51ble WAY WC&\(,

On behalf of everyone who has ever benefited from your tireless efforts I thank you for
your continued dedication to serving rural America. | wish you continued success.
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NATIONAL RURAL LETTER CARRIERS' ASSOCIATION

1630 Duke Street, 4th Floor Alexandna, Virginia 2231 4-3465 Phone: (703) 584-5545

KEN PARMELEE
VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

FAITHMARIE FAMULARO
LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVE

TO: Heather
FROM: FaithMarie Famularo
DATE: August 4, 1997

The current membership is 96,142.

The President did a video for last year's convention, celebrating 100 years of
rural free delivery.

Attached is the latest news article on the budget from our magazine, info on the
Auxiliary, and Scottie Hicks' Bio.

Please let me know if this helps and if you need more info.



AUG-04-97 MON 12:35 NRLCA

A

FAX NO. 7035488735 P. 02

Balanced Budget Agreement

Rural Carvier EMA tax velief is finally a veality

-=-fter-six-long hard-fought years; NRLCA:carriers

will finally -have -an--Equipment- Maintenance

"> lo_wﬂc_tax-.4simpliﬁcationiprovisib‘n-“s“igl'xec]?y

President_Clinton., The_provision_was_included in_the

Taxpayer Relief'Conference Report, one of the two bills

comprising.-the. balanced -budget -agreement that recent-
ly-passed both the House and Senate’

The Housc of Representatives passed the bill on
Wednesday, July 30, and the Senate, on July 31.
Opposition was slim in each house as Democrats and
Republicans both claimed victory for the compromise.

In addition to the EMA provision, other components
which will directly affect NRLCA members include:

* A one half of one percent (.5%) increased retirciment
plan contribution for active carriers phased in over
three years commencing in 1999. The incremental
increases will be a quarter of one percent in 1999, a
tenth and a half of one percent increase in 2000 and
a tenth of one percent increase in 2001. The increas-
¢s are temporary and will be expiring and returning
to current contribution levels in 2002;

* No COLA delay for retirees’ pensions for the next
five years;

* Permanent formula of government contribution for
Federal Employees’ Health Benefit Program, stabi-
lizing premiums. (See the related StOry on page xxx
of the August 9, 1997 National Rural Letter
Carrier magazine.);

* No legislative change to Consumer Price [ndex.

Other key provisions in the budget affecting all
Americans are:
° Expanded health coverage for children;

* Tax credits for college tuition;

* A $400 per child tax credit beginning in 1998 and
increasing to $500 per child in subsequent ycars;
and,

* The restoration of benefits for lcgal immigrants
already in the country when last year’s welfare
reform law was enacted.

Avom.. -0 A INNY

The last time Congress and the President balanced
the federal budget was in 1969.

Postal and federal employces were asked to absorb $5
billion in curs in this budget balancing legislation. Two
years ago cuts proposed for federal and postal employee
pensions and health benefits totaled $10 billion.
Although no one enjoys cuts or reductions, the current é
agreement is a definite improvement over the proposals
of just two years ago.

Two years ago the year was 1995 and Republicans
had taken control of the Congress for the first time in
40 years, and budget cutting was a top priority. NRLCA
could have opposed everything proposed by the
Administration and the Congress, and changes would (
have been made without our being involved.

The proposals for active carriers were to change retire-
ment computation from High-3 to High-5 years of ser-
vice and increase the age of cligibility. The proposals for
retirees included changing the computation on health
insurance, which would have cost rural carrier retirees
enrolled in self-only coverage $4,700 over seven years
and for family coverage $9,300 over seven years.
Additionally, retirees were faced with options to cut
COLA by CPI minus 1 percent, have COLAs paid only
to annuitants under a certain income level, or a COLA
delay of three months.

NRLCA state presidents, in Washington, DC at that
time two years ago for the annual State Presidents’
Legislative Seminar, faced with tough choices opted for g/
contributing more into the CSRS and FERS retirement
Systems in order to prevent any change to pension
computation or eligibility age. Retiree groups and
NRLCA, together, opposed the health benefit premium
changes vigorously, and Congress dropped that propos-
al. Retiree organizations chose COLA delays as the best
of threc unpleasant options and NRLCA, which works
closely with those organizations on legislative matters,
very reluctantly accepted their choice. K

We agreed to fair and equitable sacritices of our mem-
bership when compared to what was being asked of
other American citizens. We’ve worn a victory for active
and retred cartiers around the country as all those pro-
visions we fought for which direct affect our members
were included in the final compromise agreement.

ANTY
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
OF
2¥. . SCOTTIE B. HICKS

Curtertt rembasipnumberis Qg 142,

Scottie B. Hicks of Kentucky was re-elected to serve for a third term as
President of the National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association in Charleston, West
Virginia, on August 9, 1996. Currently, the Association represents over

3,000 members and has an annual operating budget of 9 million dollars.

Scottie was elected to the National Board in 1985, and served as the
Regional Representative for the Western Region, plus a portion of the Central
Region. In 1986, he served as the Regional Representative of the Southern
Region, plus a portion of the Eastern Region.

In 1987, he was elected Secretary-Treasurer and served in that capacity
for four years. In 1991, he was elected Vice President of the National Rural

Letter Carriers’ Association and served in that position for three years.

Scottie began his postal career as a substitute carrier in 1959, and was
appointed as a regular carrier in Morehead, Kentucky, in 1966. He served the
Kentucky Rural Letter Carriers’ Association in all offices - from local president,

state executive committee, plus local, area and state steward.

Throughout his Postal Service career, Scottie has been an active

participant in the QWL/EI Process since its inception in 1983. Scottie served
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NATIONAL AUXILIARY

Our state Auxiliary president, Jesse
Estes, was honored with a boutonniere.
We were pleased to have Lynda with us
again,

She is almost a ncighbor to us; but,
being from Arkansas, she pronounces
some of her words differendly, I may be at
the tail-end of her list of Kansas friends. I
apologized to Lynda for trying to help a
young man get into her room one night.
The hotel gave him a key and the same
room number as hers on his map. The
young man was lost and could not find
his way back to the lobby desk, so 1
helped him again. T didnt stay and tuck
him in and didn’t see him roaming the
halls after that; so I guess the hotel found
him a vacant room.

The Sunday evening memorial service
began at 7 with Dorothy Westerhouse
leading the singing, accompanied by
Rosetta McFarland. Leola Little gave
the invocation, and Duanc Lirtle pre-
sented a short sermon. The memorial
service  to  remember  our past
Association, Auxiliary and Junior mem-
bers was led by Joe Ney, with Retha
Keely and Dara Burgess. Vocal solos
were sung by Holley Ney and Dara
Burgess. The Juniors talent show fol-
lowed the service. We have some talent-
ed young pcople, and we were glad to
have some newcomers this year.

The Association and Auxiliary met in
joint sesston on Monday morning at
8:30. The Ausiliary retired to their busi-
ness session after hearing addresses from
NRLCA Director of Labor Relations
Leo Root and from Wilbur Wood, who
is with Adanta Postal Credit Union.

Midgic Cailteux, Third District presi-
dent, called the 7lst Annual
Conventon of the Kansas Auxiliary to
order. President Jesse Estes presided
over the convention. Lynda Wise
addressed the Auxiliary and spoke about
the Americanism program chosen by
National President Kathy Clayron. She
led a question-and-answer session on
patriotic songs.

Diana Shunn, from St Joseph-Via
Christi Regivnal Medical Center in
Wichita, spoke to the Auxiliary about
child abuse injuries. She told how hos-
pital personnel determine what injuries
are caused by abusc and how they iden-
tfy the types and probable causes of
cach injury. They work to protect young
patients from further abusc.

Harley Smith was the toastmaster at
the Monday cvening banquet. The
“Jensens™ western band entertained
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after the dinner and Prescntadons were
concluded.

The Juniors visited the Tucsday
morning Auxiliary session. They were
introduced, and each displayed his/her
poster or essay. They were awarded
Prize money according to the state
judging results, Lynda Wise installed
the new Junior officers. Dayle Elder, the
daughter of Doug and Diane Elder of
Olathe, will be the new president.
During the convention, the Juniors vis-
ited the zoo, the Rolling Hills Refuge
and Conservaton Center, lunched at
McDonalds, and had a pizza party.
They enjoyed swimming and the game
room in the hotel.

Sharon Bartels was installed by Lynda
Wise as our new Auxiliary president.
The Association chose Val Burgess of
Lebanon as Kansas Rural Letter Carrier
of the Year.

The Auxiliary was plecased that the
Association voted to go with the family
membership plan in Kansas. We are
eager and excited about the advantages
it will allow us as an Auxliary to func-
tion without extreme financial concerns.

I am gerting excited abour the
national convention in Portland and can
hardly wait to learn about the programs
for 1997-98.

(Submirted by Retha Keely, KS Aux)

North Carolina ZZ://

A Trbute to Our Teachers—

As-the Americanism_portion. of the
Auxiliary program, President: Kathy
ngytgn;cgtcféﬁgghsr;ipﬁré&iar.ioh,
along _with=farmer—appreciation;=and
‘patriotic-Tusic~Joyce Batchelor, North
Carolina Auxiliary Board member, has
had the responsibility of recognizing
teachers. At the Fall Booster Mectng,
Joyce made the following presentagon.

“Teachersmrold-and-shape. the-lives of
young people. Our educators are faced
with the challenging job of preparing the
young to be successful in 2 world that will
onc day be theirs. Teachers are so vital to
our society. They provide our youth with
hope for tomorrow, with excellent role
models, but most importanty, with the
education to achieve wharever might
seem out of reach.

“Whether it bec a concerned algebra
tcacher who encourages staying after class
for extra help or a PE teacher who knows
to push you to vour limit in order for vou
10 make the soccer team, teachers always
have a lasting cffect. A single word of

Praisc or criticism can determine the road
one may decide to take.,

“This pocm written by a former
teacher explains the art of teaching and
how a pat on the back, or a word of
praisc may derermine how a person
achieves.”

Teaching Is An Art
By Connit Mintz

Many say teaching is a Jift from abaye;
As educators, we know §t% an extension
of love.

For we know thar to be an effective one,

Tou must nurture a child’s mind from
the day he is born.

Teaching bim 10 be the best that be can

And doing so with patience, leading
bim by the hand.

In pursuit of knowledge, teachers Auide
young minds, :

And all the while being sensitive and
kind. '

Others snay choose their occupations for
moncey alone,

Buz as cducators we are paupers, thar is
surely known.

For reachers don’r seck silver or Fold,

We strive to make berter cirizens—
that’s what our future holds.

Our rule that we all know and strive
Sor,

Is o never stop trying and helping our
students seck more.

More in lift than just to achirve,

By being the best they can be, they truly
succeed.

Because happiness comes only through
bard work and sweat,

Our profession is honorable and that
we must not forger.

For we hold the future in our hands
every day,

By molding young minds as we would
mold & bull of clay.

We’re mothers, baby-sirters, dactors,
housekeepers, bookkeepers, all rollcd up in
one,

What other profession would allow us
such fun?

So when we go to work each day,

Resmember that a teacher tavght you
the right things to say.

Many people come and go in our Iives,

Bur s grear teacher vow’ll vemember
through good and bad times,

So rejoice, be happy and stand proud
today,

For the rewards of teaching far out-
wesgh the pay.

(Submirred by Harrier Lineberger, NC Aux)
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Minnesota

As a grandmother of 10 and an cle-
mentary school teacher retired after 34
years of working with children, the
words of this year’s motto, “It shouldn’t
hurt to be a child,” really strike home.

Each of thc many children I have
worked with through the years was pre-
cious in his or her own way. Some were
physically challenged:; just to be in
school was a great effort. Such determ-
naton! Others came from homes where
it was not much fun to go home ar
night. To provide some love and arten-
ton during the day was such a privilege.

I think back ro what Miss Stella
Woad, the founder of the college 1
attended, said when she addressed onc
of our classes: “When you begin to work
with a child, take that child’s hand in
yours; compare the size; and think of
how much that child has to learn as you
look at the size difference.” She was
teaching us to have patience. Another

quote from her is, “Think of a child -

walking in a crowd of grownups. For’
them, it’s like walking around in a forest
of legs.” She was teaching us that chil-
dren are so vulnerable, so small com-
pared to us adults. _

The faith and trust of a child is
strong. There is faith in their eyes, love
in their touch, and hope in their arg-
rude. My 4-year-old granddaughter,
who lives a long way from us, told her
mother the leaves whispering in the
breeze was God's way of letting
Grandpa and Grandma talk to her so
that she never gets lonesome. We, as
adults, must find ways to not squelch or
discourage this faith and positiveness.
Children add to the wonder of being
alive and keep us young.

Listen and acknowledge children.
Provide structure for success. Provide
opportunities to create responsibility.
Reinforce positive behavior and, above
all, be a posidve role model. :

(Submirred by Gen Svare, MN Aux Exec Bd)

Missouri
The - Amcricanism—portion—of the

1996-1997 Auxiliary-prograrii is getting
“back: to-basics—Ir-is-threefold i nature,

T P P L NP P e
combmmg-tcachcr—apprc_cu_uon.-@nn_g{;
appreciation;--and - patriotism through

“Patriotic music_a.nd_it.s:hist_&ry. For the
teacher appreciation porton, I have
selected a poem that T feel best illus-

April 5, 1997

trates President Kathy Clayton’s state-
ment that “teaching is the only occupa-
tion which makes all other occupa-
tions—lawyers, bankers, merchants,
mail carriers—possible,”

Molders of the Future
By Margarer Rorke

Most folks well worth the memory,
Have statues carved in stone. :
Rut teachers mold thejr moaumecnts
In living flesh and bone.

The student who goes out in life
And makes a well known name,
Admits unto the heart of it all,
Some teacher shares the fame.

I never heard a pianist
With talent true and rare,
But in the shadows I can sec,

A teacher standing there.

No skillfid doctor ever saved
The lives of buman kind,
Without thé secds some teacher stored,

" Within that fertile mind.

-No actor, writer, carpenter, |

No boxer you'll allow,
Pursues his chosen field unless -

-Some teacher showed him how, S

Lawyers, doctors, engineers,

All who are beloved by men, :
Remember what some teacher taughr
And quote it now and then.

Yes, teachers mold their monuments
They build them year by year.

Not like the ancient pyramids,

So awesome and austere.

Which time and time will wear away
But spurning solemn stone

Our teachers mold etcrnally

In living flesh and bone.

(Submitted by Noreen Whistenberg, MO Aux)

North Carolina

The Farmer—Our Provider of Food.
America’s life has always evolved around
the farmer. The early settlers to our
great nation werc farmers first and then
providers of other services.

Early farmers provided not only fruits
and vegetables for their families, they
furnished meat and milk from the cows

NarionaL AuxiLiary

they raised. The farmers would raise
wheat and corn tor their cows in order
to provide their families with milk and
meat.

Farming began with the oxen or mule
pulling the plow through the field; it is
now being done with various forms of
tractors, combines, plows, and other
modern machinery and equipment,

Over the years, farms increased in size
and variery from the carly settlers. From
the carly days of varied <rops to provide
for their families, farmers have become
specialized business people. A farm
today may be a vegetable farm, a small
grain farm, a cattle farm, or some form
of specialized agricultural product.
From the early days of farming to pro-
vide for their immediare farmily mem-
bers, farmers now send their products of
food across our naton and around the
world.

Farming has become a decreasing
business without a great furure. Farmers
have been degraded at times, But, cach
of us should remember the farmer and
not put the farmer down—he fecds you
three dmes a day!

Having grown up on a farm in rural
North Carolina, I greatly appreciate and
love the farmer. I take great pride in say-
ing thar I grew up on a farm. There
were many ames that [ remember the

. long hours my father spent in the ficlds

gathering grain or plowing a field by the
lights on the tractor. One fall the rains
prevented my father from gathering his
crop of corn. Late in the winter when
the ground had frozen, he rode his
combine to the fields to gather the corn.
Remembering that my father would
work all night to gather in the crops
because the next day the weather fore-
€ast was for rain is something I will
always keep in my heart.

As you ride through the countryside
and sce the ever decreasing number of
farms in our naton, a special prayer
should be said for all the farmers who
provide food for many people.

We must remember the farmer is still
the backbone of America today.
Without the farmer, how would you
cat? The grocery stores would not be
able to provide the large varicty of fruits,
vegetables, and meats for our nadon.

As our seasons change, remember
that cach is important for the farmer as
he plants and gathers in his crops to help
feed his family and our great nadon.
The farmer is a member of our family.
(Submitred by Harriet Linzberger, NC Jr Sponor)
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What the Auxiliary Means to Me
By Joyce Griffin, Texas
Past Nationg] Auxiliary Presidens

I'am happy to be an Auxiliary member. Lartend as many meetings as I can and
try to do my part to the best of my ability. I look forward to each stare and
'+ mational convention—nor only for the wealth of informaton | glean from the

- informative and interesting programs, but also for the fellowship with friends I

Auxiliary means membership. [ am Proud to be the wife of a retired

rura] carrier. [ hold my head high when I amp asked what my husband did for a
. living. He was happy in his work, doing a service to his fellow man. He took
.. pride in doing his job to the best of his ability. I am proud to be the Auxiliary
. .member of a rural letter carrier.
.. Auxiliary means participation. [ feej it is my durty to become as informed as
2~ is possible abour o i i '

ur organization. By reading che

__._._:fAuxiliary means family. [ am clated when I can rell pcople we are a family
'Qrganization, and that our children are always welcome and have their own part

as much as you let yoursclf. The more you participate, the more fricnd-

* ships and accomplishments you wil] experience. Everyone leads a busy life, but
- working the Auxiliary into your schedule will be rewarding.

S m————— . .

T o —— oy g



AUG-04-97 MON 12:41 NRLCA FAX NO. 7035488735 P. 07

NATIONAL AUXILIARY

Church, Home, School & Work—The Basics of Life
By Kathy Clayton, National Awuxiliary President

. g f WhaF do we mean by the ‘ba:ia.of life™ People cverywhere are rying to get back to
Klﬂdn&fs aM the basics of life. When our gencraon was young, our parents taught us the meaning of

honesty, integrity and dignity. Are thesc traits things of the past?
C . At church we learned to be kind to cach other and reat each other with respect, honor
ommztmmt and dignity. We were taught to love and honor God and to be trustworthy, responsible
o and sincere about our belicfs and to stand up for them. At home we were taught to pro-
to C thrm tect our fanﬂy and to help provide for their needs. We were taught to respect our par-
ents. In addition we were taught to be proud of who we were and to uphold our family

name. At school we learned to share, not hit people, and play fair. We were taught to
respect our teachers, love our country, and show pamiotism through the singing of all

1996-97 Officers of the those wonderful old patriotic hymns. At work we were taught to put forth an effort to
Am:ilimy of the NRLCA do our part. Our parents taught us to put in a full day’s work and to expect a full day’s
: pay.
President Do Americans still practice these values today? What is the American value system of
Kathy Clayten ' the 1990s? Do the parents of today take their children to church and teach them the
500 Hwy. 30 West Golden Rule? Or do the parents of today teach them to “do unto others before they can
New Albany, MS 386522405 dountoyou™ - - 4

(601].534-5240 At school are children learning to share and respect cach other? Or do they learn by
L me . watching others hit, slap, shout and curse one another. Somctmes it seems as though
/‘V'we Presidert ' parents teach their children to be violent and destroy property. Maybe they do not do i
= tyndo Wise - intentonally, !)ut children d(.) what they see others do. Parents, teach your child by exam-

f_ | “Roue 1, Bax 16 ple and by doing, not by telling them what you expect.

The result of all this? Poor church attendance, violence in the home, corrupton in gov-

v H , AR 723489712 - : o
# Hughes 2348971 crnment, lazy employees with an unwillingness to work, and inadequate schools.

# 50 L}:{!_ﬁi}?-'isﬂ o
y - ]

g A Preachers cannot be expected to preach and help the youth of today to be better indi-

viduals unless they are firss taught at home. Teachers canniot be held responsible for teach-
ing kindness, honesty, integriry and Aignity to children who do not see it pracdced at
home.

Parcnts often parent the way they were parcnted. The furure of America is in the home.
It will always be true that the most powerful instructor of life is the one who rocks the
cradle. Back to the basics is a very simple concept. America is only as good as the home life.
Before we can have a good America, we must first have good homes, filled with parents
who know right from wrong and will teach it to the youth. Setting a good cxample and
providing our children with love, kindness and understanding will pay more than any
‘paycheck. Tr will reap rewards untold and produce a strong responsible child who will

{207) 5826073 - become a productive adult who will ultimately help to carry on the principles this nation
N f was built upon. Let’s all get back to the basics of life—church, home, work and school.
. S ated. Wri . ! est, thany, MS

__ \Exz Lfiuti‘,l_’ e Com mittee 3&(5 15';14; ;oo;n;ntnr: are appreciatea. Write me at 500 Stare Hiwy. 30 West, New Albany

R i g T A Godd Name Is Rather To Be Chosen

T B)ee ountry Club Rood - - By Betty Goodrich, National Auxiliary Exec. Comms.
L +Hood River, OR 970319734 ) Detty ? Y
_fl_:*_r' 5 [5 93)' 386'3005 ( ;_'"' "’ Proverbs 22:1—A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches. -

It is far better to have people give you a good name than it is to have great wealth, We

Socrefury. are much better off doing good deeds, helping people rather than tearing them down or
B;g; ?ood':‘c"h knocking them around, saying kind words to encourage the down and outs, building up
ose M

an abused child rather than causing him to have even lower sclf-esteem, helping children
have a good life by working with community outreach or similar programs, checking on
the sick or the shut-ips.

I could go for an hour on these good deeds, but you all know what they are, and I fecl

Versailles, KY 40383
(606) 8734309

M‘"‘b‘" surc many of you do these daily. When we do any, or all, or other good deeds, we arc
Danny Wright choosing a good name for oursclves.
10127 E Avenue S8 God tells us to choose a good name rather than riches. We can make a good name for
Litlerack, CA 935439633 ourselves by constantly striving to live the life our savior would have us lead, a life of ser-
(805) 9443350 ;

vice to our fellow man. We can survive this world with lictle wealth, but we have to have
good Christian values and a good name; or we will surely be a flop in the future when
we face our Master, '

Proverbs 22:1—A good name is rather to be chosen than Arear riches.

16 The Nationa! Rural Letter Carrier
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derful memories of our fagaike anc

shared. As adults, we tryt

i
2

Each year, close to thid Hi 1 re

H A

abuse arc filed in the Uml?qd
being abused come from T AT and cultural backgrounds
and all sociocconomic Jevels %Mq :"than 1,200—three chil-
dren a day—die. For m; y of those who live, the hurts inflict-
ed on them as children infludEas: -€ntire lives—and yours.
Child abuse is damage ta 2 W
sonable cxplanation. Chiid
physical injury, neglect, sexal
abusc. Child abuse can be gﬁ;p

children in America.

pérﬁ of suspected child
~The children suspected of

ild for which there is no rea-
¢ includes non-accidental
molestation, and emotional
b e occurrence; but more
often child abuse is a patteen of ehavior involving regular
physical atracks or étﬁ%'
Countless adults are trapp:
violence. el
The financial cost sodietyl
child abuse is enormous
wasted individual potéri
Treating the victims of &
wholcsome, happy exist: ;
saving lives. It will also say;
on children and on-famulies’ar
tonally harmful and ‘offen’
Recovery. chances get worse th

to persist. Ry X i3 _

Child abuse is a ‘CW roblem. The National
Committee to Prevent Gl “(NCPCA) belicves that
abuse can only be prevented thrigligh activities at the commu-
nity or local level. Life- th—is what it’s all about. It

shouldn’t hurt to bc" ‘s chifd -%.‘:.

TR NN .
adepnvation or molcstation.
¥ their history into acts of social

b

‘4

pi., cally, mentally, and emo-
ofig “lasting or permanent.
donger the problem is allowed

EREA ot
Safety in Our‘,_,_‘ Linc
By Betty Goodrich -
National Auxiliary Comm. Secretary
ittle; things happened because you,
as an adult, let yomgunglm%csnr had too many things
going on in your lifc '\__\‘i'_f!i”,qg aime for safety rules to be fol-
lowed? The answer, I am'sure, ' many. How many of you have
taken 2 hot dish out of ._thq"jq:}y_cn,"plaé'cd it on the stove, and
turned around five seconds later to move it with your bare
hands. Ouch! Or have yOl';j;r:'!:a__'.{:h"cd_under the lawnmower to
grab a stick caught or somé feaves clogging the mower with-
out turning it off. Ouch! Get the picture?

The lesson learned is #Wﬁ)‘h‘P Your mind on what is hap-
pening around you. Small dnldrcn in'the home remind us to
have cleaning supplies, tédicines, knives, guns and marches
locked up or out of reach of the children. Lawnmowers should

How many times havchtt.lq

&

January 25, 1997 :

be run only by adults or children old enough to handle a sit-
uanon. No one should be ourside when the mower s being
run, as mowers pick up and hurl objects that cause curs, bruis-
€S or cven death if they strike a person in the right place.

mind stray for one second. How Quickly they move and dart
around. Childproof your home and your mind. Don’t let any-
thing distract you where children’s safety is concerned.

Let's move along to driver safery. How easily a driver can be
distracted by a child, an adult, or the radjo. Common sense
tells us to be ever alert to situations around us. Anticipate the
car in front stopping suddenly, the car approaching a stop sign
and not stopping, a child darting out in the street to retrieve
a ball. Always drive defensively. Keep your mind alert to all sit-
uations.

What T am really Uying to say to you is always have your
mind filled with safety rules for al| occasions and practice them
each day. If there is a patch of ice on the sidewalk, walk
around; don’t wait until you are lying on the ground and then
say, “I wish I'd gone around that ice.” It’s oo late after you
are down! Keep very alert minds to all situations, and good
common sense safety will risc to the situation. Train your mind
to common sense safety.

Teachers Educate the World
By Danny Wright
National Auxiliary Executive Committee

Teachers everywhere have the same basic goal—to help chil-
dren learn and grow. Think for 3 moment abour the teachers
you have had and the ones you like best. What is it that makes
them ourtstanding? Is it their patence and sympathedc under-
standing of your problems or their consideration of you as an
individual? Have you been impressed by their friendly but firm
handling of children day after day? Or perhaps you appreciate
how their keen sensc of humor has smoothed over tense and
anxious moments in the classroom. While cveryone agrees
that teachers need to love children, love alone is not cnough.

To carn the coveted title of teacher, onc must possess very
special qualides, abilities, attitudes and skills. Teachers are
highly respected members of society who have a fine com-
mand of language, an expert knowledge of their subjects, and
find their work decply rewarding. They are well organized
people and are willing to spend many hours at home planning
lessons and correcting papers.

Hency Adams said, “A teacher affects eternity; he can never
tell where his influence stops.” An inspired student may trave|
to the moon, or research the deepest oceans. He may join the
Peace Corps and educate people in Third World countries. He
may write books that are read and loved or respected the
whole world over, He may become a doctor, a scientist, or a
diplomat. He may compose music or paint picrures thac aston-
ish the world. A teacher whose ¢nthusiasm for learning carries
over to others can influence thousands of students to achjeve
goals far beyond our greatest expectatons.

Teaching as a career has always been challenging and
rewarding. Along with physicians and the clergy, teachers
rightfully claim membership in onc of the noblest professions
in the world.
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A Patriotism—Whg¢ Is It
By Larvy Shows,
: .1) rogram o‘f‘ National Auxiliary Execytiy, Committee Chuiy
o Itz’z‘ine.&’ and “I was just doing my job,” stated the ydung-scmor airman. This js 4 story
C mmitmt about a young map serving in the U.S. Ajr Force as an cmergency medical tech.

nician starioned at Kunsan Air Base in South Korea on June 17, 1995,

" to Chiurm While on duty, this young man was the first to respond to a Republic of Korea

Air Force F-5 ajrcraft accident at the end of the air base runways. Initially, it wag

1996-97 Officers of the tl"xat the pilot was still with the ajrc‘raft, a call for “medic” went out. The young

Auziliary g of the NRLCA airman .rusha# to .Lhc alrcraft, despite the hazards of unexploded ordnance and

ar-to-air missiles in the area Plus the potental of 3 fuselage explosion due to

President leaking fuel. The young airman was able to tengd to the immediate medical needs

Kathy Clayton of the injured and unconscious pilot. The pilot, who had sustained a large head

New S00 H M.é.'.?ga\zﬁe;tg 05 laceration, had to be physically cut from his seat harpess straps, lifted from the

(1691|534 5240 4\ damaged cockpit, and evacuated to a safer arca. The base commander, also at

i { o the scene, was highly impressed with the actions of the medic and wrote a Lerter
I_"‘"V’.kd?rosid_om of Commendation for the airman’s file. The paperwork

/). . bynda V_Yifc e was forwarded all the way through the chain of

command.
Nearly one year later, this airman received a .o
promotion to staff sergeant and was stationed ;
at RAF Lakenheagh, England. He was R
informed that he would reccive the Airman C
Medal, one of the highest awards for hero- * '
(217K 23 ism, for his actions in Korea. The award cer-
y €mony took place on September 14, 1996 E
The Under-Secretary of the Ajr Force read .
the citation, which stated that by hijs coura-. A
geous acton and humanirarian regard for his fel-

Roy :
l:uulu.llgc'l ’-, ME 0434 9232

Fe _ lowman, thjs young man had reflected great c_rc__cli_i"t'. . .
BEEY ( 07 );22'6.073 A ."'." upon himself and upon the United States Air FOI'CC ,
Exec Pfl’ﬂ; iramitte ., . ‘During this time, the young man was informed of_hj;l_:gfandfath—cr’s death. He
.;3 ,"/ i v/ / e SR was asked to serve as a pallbearer at the funeral on Scp_tclf_r__lber 17. Tightly sched-
'-,;,f,'_: ‘g(i J8paisonn) } uled flight arrangements were made, and the young man made it home a day

: '-_gll Cﬁéc;& Roud -i// \:_ : pror to the funeral. It was here that I believe this young man demonstrared to
o d Rivar, OR 970319754 = % all of us what patriotism is all about. The medal thar the young sergeant had just

Y UTU541) 3863005 - received for “courageous action and humanitarian regard for his tellowman”
' ' was pinned onto his grandfather’s suit and buried with the casker. The young
Be:a:chh man stated that “it seemed the right thing to do, as Grampa was always my

222 Rose Hil hero.” : _ ‘
Versailles, KY 40383 Patriotism—what is ip> Patriotism is doing the job that we were trained to do
(606) 873-4309 just like the young person of this story. Or, it may be helping out , neighbor
next door, befriending a stranger at a meeting, becoming involved in our com-
Da':: mvl:/:rh' munity. These are just a few of the ways that a person shows humanitarian
10127 EYAvenge s8 regard to our fellow beings, This, in wrn, demonsirates that we love our coun-

Litlerock, CA 93543.9633 try and defends the honor of being a land of compassionate people.

(805) 9443350 This story was a little difficult to write at times, because the young man men-

172
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as MSC Co-Chairperson, as well as Co-Chairperson of the Central and Western
Regional Committee. Currently, he is serving as Co-Chair of the National

Joint Steering Committee.

He has received Outstanding Service Awards from the Kentucky Rural
Letter Carriers’ Association, Boy Scouts, PTA, Little League Baseball, Red

Cross, plus he has been involved in other church and civic activities.

Mr. Hicks is married to the former Susan Richards and they have three
sons and three daughters. They currently reside in Arlington, Virginia, with

one daughter.
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NATIONAL RURAL LETTER CARRIERS' ASSOCIATION

1630 Duke Street, 4th Fioor

Alexandria, Virginia 22314-3465 Phone: (703) 684-5545

KEN PARMELEE
VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

FAITHMARIE FAMULARO
LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVE
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Historical Interest—

1903=National _Rum_l-Lett;eg Carriers’ Association organized-

lmﬂ—gwfgtflgl r([:uwt:ll‘ication “The RFD News” purchased

1910—Successfully defeated the “contract system.”

1917—Nati'onal President Fred White forced out of the
service for his activity on behalf of rural carriers.

1921—Slogan “Service With A Smile” adopted.

1922—Past National President White reinstated.

1924—Ladies’ Auxiliary organized.

1938—National Office established in Washington, D.C.

1943—"The National Rural Letter Carrier” purchased by
the Association.

l947—Gogl of 100% membership based on number of routes
achieved.

1948—Secretary made a full time resident officer.

1955—Established Health Insurance program.

1958—Vice President made a full-time resident officer.

1960—Established Rural Carrier Benefit Plan.

—Automobile Insurance Program sponsored.

1964—Offices of NRLCA moved to 1750 Pennsylvania
Avenue, N.-W., Washington, D.C.

l%&——l;:g:sn publication of NRLCA magazine at Editors

—Life Insurance Plan adopted.
1972—NRLCA offices of secretary and treasurer combined
llngt;,} office of secretary-treasurer, effective August,
1974—¢ position of pimctor of Labor Relations was estab-
lished asa res!dent National Officer, effective August,
1975, increasing National Board to 8 members.
1975—Estabh§hed an NRLCA Committee on Political
Education. :
1976—0n March 5, 1976, the NRLCA surpassed the 55,000
membership level. :
1977—Dues Withholding Program for retired rural camiers
was implemented. ’
—NRLCA withdrew from Postal Labor Negotiating
Committee,
1978—NRLCA reached an all-time high i i
80,000 meched gh in membership of

1979—A position of Director of Governmental Affairs was
established.

1981—The NALC attempt to raid the NRLCA membership
faited miserably. Only 3% of rural carriets showed an
interest.

—PMG Bolger's attempt to force one Postal Union was
denied by the National Labor Relations Board.
1982—The Political Education Committee was redefined as
the Political Action Committee.

1983 —Rural cartiers officially purchase and move into new
headquarters building located in historic, Old Town
Alexandria, Virginia.

—NRLCA reached an all-time high in membership of
65,000 members.

1985—Smithsonian Institution selected the NRLCA as one
of 13 organizations to participate in the Ninth Annual
Trees of Christmas exhibit.

1986—Smithsonian Institution recognizes and honors Rural
Delivery with a new permanent exhibit in the National
Museum of American History.

1990—Sold headquarters building at 1448 Duke St., Alexan-
dria and purchased larger building at 1630 Duke St.
for slightly more than five miltion dotlars.

1991—First National Postal History and Philatelic Museum
established in Washington, D.C.

—NRLCA membership reaches an all-time high of
80,000 at the end of its fiscal year, June 30, 1991.

1993—*The National Rural Letter Carrier” becomes a bi-
monthly publication and has a new format.

—Rural Carriers retain suburban rural routes following
triparite arbitration.

—Postal Service decided to place USPS-owned long life
vehicles on nearly 12,000 rural routes.

1994—Dues Withholding Program for relief cartiers was
implemented.

1995—Two positions of Assistant to the Executive Commit-
{eemen were established to handle Step 3 grievances.

1996—NRLCA membership reaches an all time high of

93,000 members.

—Rural Free Delivery reaches centennial milestone after
humble beginnings in Charles Town, West Virginia in
October 1896.

—RED first-class 32¢ commemorative stamp issued
August 7, 1996.
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eventually form a National Association,
The_ states of Michigan, Indiana, lllinois and lowa
organized at the county and state levels first, setting the

1903, the RFD Nezws published a model constitution
written by these states for others to adopt.

R}"D News editor H. H. Windsor wrote: “Oyr judg-
ment is that our organization by states should be
pushed, so that each state can arrange to send delegates
when the time is ripe to call the meeting to organize
the Nguon'al. Itis much better in gur opinion to take
sufficient time to do it right, Through the medium of
the Negus, carrers in every part of the country are fast
becoming acquainted and questions are being dis-
cussed and opinions expressed on matters which will
surely arise in a National gathering.

Let us build firm and syre in order that our work may
be lasting . . .~

The growth and effective work of the NRLCA over
93 years reflects a sound structure. At the foundation

resolve problens.

€ words of Phi Shepard of Michigan, who served
as Chalrmgn of the National Organization committee
In 1903, stil] apply: :

“It is very apparent that the rural carriers have
adopted the county as the unit of organization and have
thereby selected the most convenient as well as the best
means to accomplish this end. From these county
organizations are springi ng numerous state associations
and from them will develop in the near future a big,
strong, national association.”

Since then, the Association has grown in size and
strength; it remains democratic in structure, Delegates
from each state elect the Association’s National Offi-
cers and adopt pertinent resolutions,

The NRLCA'’s continued source of strength lies
within its people. Through their united efforts, they have
met the challenges of the day for the past 93 years with
a spirit of determinati i iasm,

represents
* REGULARS
e SUBSTITUTES
e RCAs
* RCRs |
o AUXILIARY J

_* RETIREES
B ]

——

13
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Umteq by a common work ethic and shared values

the National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association ‘s

unique from other postal organizations and associa-

tions becausg itis a family organization,

'I-‘h_e_-@_s‘s_qcxa,tionjtself:is*comprisedof—93;000-regu-

lar;-auxiliary, substitute, RCA; RCR,-anid Tetifed car-
rers, In_many—respects,—rurél:cagiersfare—‘Americah
patriots;-due_16-their_genuine-concern-and-active
involvement:in:community and-national affairs:, The
carriers serve as officers of their county units, as well
as state and national associations.

In addition, many of them participate in civic affairs,
holding offices on school and church boards, as well
as other organizations. They keep abreast of policy
changes affecting the rural carrier craft and society
at large. They respond to adverse legislative action by
contacting their representatives by mail, phone or in
person.

Assisting the Association in its legislative endeavors
are the Auxiliary and Juniors orgaﬁ%;ations. The Aux-
iliary is comprised of the spouses and the Juniors
mc_ludq thelr'cpildren. The Auxiliary launches major
legislative writing campaigns when necessary to pro-
tect rural carrier interests. In addition, they raise
money for major philanthropic projects.

The Juniors help the Auxiliary in their letter-
Wnt.mg”etfoﬂs. Also, they participate in an “Ameri-
canism” program which is sponsored by the Auxiliary.

The discipline, cooperation and genuine concern
shown by the Association’s active family members
throughout the years has not waned but strength-
:rrleedtlil What Ilceeps tlhem working together in harmony

eir values—love of God, coun i
based on their faith, - 1y and family

NIRRILCA Magazine

Informed bi-weekly about how proposed policies and
new laws will affect the rural carrier craft, the mem-
bership keeps abreast with the rapidly changing times
through The National Rural Letter Carrier magazine.

The 24-page publication began as a monthly in
1903 before the Association had even formed. Editor
H. H. Windsor printed the problems and concerns
shared by rural carriers in the magazine entitled the
RFD News. By expressing their common needs with
one another through the magazine, the publication
served as an instrument to help bind the carriers
together.

One of the major issues discussed was the need to
organize at the county, state and national levels. Other
concerns revolved around the need for better roads,
delivery equipment and salaries.

Today, the issues focus around preserving the bene-
fits earned over the years (six-day delivery) and funda-
mental laws (private express statutes). The publication
continues to be the resource which helps to keep the
membership linked heart to heart as well as abreast of
major issues.

In being well-educated through the magazine, rural
carriers effectively respond to issues by contacting
their legislators. Through persistent, grassroot efforts,
rural carriers influence votes on critical pieces of
legislation.

The National Rural Letter Carrier magazine edu-
cates and binds the members together so that as
enlightened citizens they can be the responsible gov-
ernment and effectively put Democracy-in-Action.
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NRILCA Values

The National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association
Temains strong since its inception in 1903 not only
through its numerouys county/district organizations but
through its sense of unity and duty. The Association,
which began as a fraternal organization, stays bound
together because of the common values shared by its
rural carrier members. L

'Ihi?.b‘eliﬁiﬂh?:dTvErk,.erden\cy,‘éﬁiéiénTy,_,htjn-
egty;andjch‘aﬁtj’.’_'lhey.m_people-yhoiare;deyoted-,t_o
G_qdjnd'dedicated‘to*dﬁih_gﬂgoﬁd_work-thmugh»faith
withfthe-help-of-His-grace.J

In rendering their service as a post-office-on- 5
each rural carrier serves their customer under a com-
mon work ethic. He or she considers each customer

\V4

but in their patrons’ lives.
Mail accumulating in a customer’s box signals to the
carrier that their customer may have taken ill or

tomers’ only human contact. ]

Helping to preserve and foster such patriotic attitudes
in performing their service have been the members and
leaders of the NRL.CA.

The pages which follow reflect 93 years of the
Nation’s public servants—rural letter carriers—who
have made a commitment to living out the_n(_ieals of an
American heritage and passing on the traditions of the
National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association.

1903

Rural Carriers Rengier
“Service with a Smile”
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NRILCA: Living out a
Heritage; Passing on
a Tradition

Victorious.—That one word best describes NRLCA’s
track record ever since the Association formed in

1903.

X

founding purposes:

For the past 93 years, the NRLCA has lived up to its

* toimprove the: methods used by rural mail carriers;
. to-cooperate-wx_th_‘tl_le;U:S:PostaI:Ser.vi'céﬁ’d-’th‘e

public for-the-good of thie service >
. to_prom_ote‘a-ﬁ-atemal_'spirit;among-_its-membets;

. an dtta_bl‘eneﬁt;thein‘cdﬂﬂiﬁo“ﬁfif—labort
Ince rural carriers across the Nation organized i

Augt{st of 1903, they have worked effectivel‘i/ and pellil

seveningly with Postal Service management and Mem-

bers of Corllgres_s to improve their conditions of labor.
Thq carriers’ initial needs, which prompted them to
organize, focused around improving road conditions
and salaries on which they could work and live. As rural
delgvery served a growing population and a larger
;nna:ill.vol!ume, met()ir;: efficient methods were developed
implemented for rural carrie “post-
offices oo i rs to operate as “post:

i Sp, foo, as t_he carriers’ workload increased, the Asso-
Ciation bargained for just wages and benefits as fair
compensation for their services rendered.

Under the Postal Reorpganization Act of 1970, the
NRLCA became a union. It now negotiates its National
Agreements directly with the U.S. Postal Service rather

than with Congress. However, the o ization’
1 . ) anization -
ternal spirit remains, ® o fre

Since thefirst-National-Convention-in-1903~whem
14-states liad. worked to form-their own-state-Associ-
ations, 47 states-have-now-organized: At the heart of
each state association are the county and district orga-
nizations. It is at meetings within those organizations
that rural carriers break bread and share fellowship with
one another. It is with a spirit of goodwill that the car-
riers pinpoint problems, find solutions and laud their
accomplishments.

Whether it be a county, state or national gathering,
rural carriers have always rallied around the American
flag to conduct the business at hand. The American flag
symbolizes all that a rural carrier believes and upholds.
I is the flag which a rural carrier may wave with dig-
nity and honor because it represents a way of life for
a rural carrier that has never gone out of style.

For the past 93 years, members of the NRLCA have
been living out their American heritage and passing on
the tradition of rendering “Service with a Smile.”

The framework of the Organization, that is demo-
cratic in structure, has remained intact and continues
to effectively function. Over the years, it is largely due
to the grass-root efforts of this Organization that many
legislative battles were won on Capitol Hill to help pre-
serve items valuable to Rural Delivery and the Postal
Service, such as: Saturday Mail Delivery; the Private
Express Statutes; and Retirement benefits.

The tradition of carriers serving their customers, as
though they were one of the family, and the Organi-
zation's family-orientation are a reflection of Christian
values which have been passed on from generation to
generation,

It is the establishment of faithful friendships which
has helped to make Rural Delivery and the Associa-
tion so effective, efficient and strong. This longevity of
enduring friendships formed over the past 93 years has
helped to create an Organization worth joining.
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NIRILCA—
Labor Relations

Since its origin in 1903, the NRLCA has repre-
sented rural carriers on two primary fronts—in the
Congress and with the U’ S, Postal Service (USPS). Prior
to 1962,_ representation at the USPS was on an infor-
mal basis.

In 1962, an Employee-Management rogram w.
established by Executive Orderalg0988, signeg by Preass
ujent John F. Kennedy. In a national ballot of rural car-
ners, the NRLCA gained exclusive recognition to
represent rur.:nl carriers with the USPS by an over-
;}:lelmmg ma:)t(;]rity. Sailnce that time, only the NRLCA

represent the rur i i i
San SpPS. rural carrier craft in all matters with

The Executive Order of 1962 granted only limited
negotiation rights. Salaries and fringe benefits were still
dependent upon an Act of Congress. A major change
occurred with enactment of the Postal Reorganization
Act (PRA) in August, 1970. The PRA granted full col-
lective bargaining rights for postal employees, includ-

ing salaries and some fringe benefits.

The first collective bargaining Agreement under the
PRA was negotiated in conjunction with the other
Postal Umong. It resulted in substantial salary increases
for rural carriers and other postal employees. It also
mandated the development of a steward system to
implement the new grievance procedure. The NRLCA

- steward system was developed in early 1972 and has

functioned successfully for rural carriers since that time
with very few changes in the basic structure.

The 197 1, 1973 and the 1975 National Agreements
were negotiated in conjunction with the other Postal
Unions. Craft negotiations were held separately. Begin-
ning in 1978, the NRLCA has successfully negotiated
;t:r(::m lAgee_mer}llt with the USPS. Many improvements

ral carmners have resulted from the representati
of the NRLCA with the USPS, P >

NRILCA—Iegislation

Prior to enactment of the Postal Reorganization
Act in 1970, all salaries and fringe benefits, such as
retirement, health insurance, workers' compensation
benefits, etc. were secured by an Act of Congress. Thus,
from the very carly days of rural delivery, it became nec-
essary to establish and maintain a close relationship
with the Congress of the United States. The National
Rural Letter Carriers’ Association (NRLCA) has always
been a potent force in the halls of Congress. With the
members scattered and living in nearly every nook and
comer of this nation and with many of our members
having had political ties before their appointment, it
was quite natural that there would be plenty of grass-
roots influence with members of Congress.

Many legislative battles have been won which have
greatly improved the lot of rural carriers. Even though
we are no longer dependent upon Congress for our
salaries and working conditions, there continues to be
a great need for an effective legislative program.

There was a time when most legislation was favor-
able legislation, liberalizing benefits for federal and
postal employees. In the last decade, with the growth
of the Federal Budget deficit, there has been an intense
drive to reduce the budget by cutting existing federal
programs. Since then, our retirement system has been
under constant attack; the Private Express Statutes are
continually under scrutiny; five-day delivery is a con-
stant threat; contracting out of rural routes keeps
rearing its ugly head; and the entire Postal Service is
being asked to shoulder more than its share of the bud-
get deficit.

With the aid of strong grass-roots support, an effec-
tive Political Action Committee (PAC) and a watch-
ful eye on Capitol Hill, the NRLCA has been able to
play an important role in protecting the interests of rural
carriers and the Postal Service. It is inconceivable that
we could meet the many challenges without a strong -
Organization. The NRLCA has met the challenges and
will continue to do so only as long as it has the sup-
port of its members.




ROUTING SLIP
DATE: 7/29/ 97

FROM: Stephanie Streett

Assistant to the President and Director of Presidential Scheduling

SUBJECT: Video for National Rural LeHer Cartitrs ' Association 934 Convention

Don Baer

David Beaubaire
Sandy Berger
Erskine Bowles
Peg Cusack
Rahm Emanuel
Maria Echaveste
Jack Gibbons
Shanan Guinn
Nancy Hernreich
John Hilley
Mickey Ibarra
Roﬁ Klain

Ann Lewis
Bruce Lindsey
Thurgood Marshall, Jr.
Sylvia Mathews

Mike McCurry

e Aceept  8/7/97

COMMENTS:

Mack McLarty
Katie McGinty
John Podesta
Bruce Reed

Dan Rosenthal
Charles Ruff
Peter Selfridge
Patti Solis-Doyle
Craig Smith
Doug Sosnik
Gene Sperling
Todd Stern

Ann Stock

Kim Tilley

Jodie Torkelson
Melanne Verveer

Michael Waldman

Chris Laver
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL (VIDEO) : 711/97

[

L ACCEPT REcrd3 Pl BB

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

DATE AND TIME:
BRIEFING TIME:
DURATION:

BACKGROUND:

RECOMMENDED BY:

STAFF CONTACT:

ORIGIN OF PROPOSAL:

Anne Hawley
Stephanie Street

Directors of Sc?ling
N

Craig T. Smith\U -
Assistant to the President and
Director of Political Affairs

To do a video for National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association,
93rd National Convention.

To recognize support by members of the National Rural Letter
Carriers Association.

The event is August 11-15, 1997.

S mins.

5 mins.

The National Rural Letter Carriers President, Ken Parmalee,
met with me and requested a video for their national
convention.

Craig T. Smith

Chris Lavery 6-1125

Ken Parmalee met with me and discussed this request
(See attached letter)
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KEN PARMELEE
VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

FAITHMARIE FAMULARO
LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVE

Mr. Craig Smith

Assistant to the President for Political Affairs
The White House

Washington,DC

Dear Craig

Thanks for meeting with me today. | would like to request a Presidential video for
our 93" National Convention to be held in Portland August 11 through 15 1897

_Enclosed are some suggested topics . The Communications staff are always
welcome to contact me if they have any questions.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely

UM+
— s Aores

Ken Parmelee W b fve 7
— At ﬁfuz‘(}m;?hﬂ e
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President Clinton-video-suggested topics

1.

Congratulations on the 93rd annual National Rural Letter Carriers
Association national convention. | am sorry | can't be there in Portland with
you.

Thank You to the Rural Letter Carriers for your support
Congratulations and best wishes to Scottie Hicks your retiring President

Thank You to Ken Parmelee’s wife Carole for her work for me and this
country. She does a great job as my Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles , Executive
Assistant

( Ken is Vice President of Governmental Affairs of Rural Letter Carriers)

Acknowledge economic policies have created a strong economy . A strong
economy has helped increase the volume of mail and keeps a strong U.S.
Postal Service. Mail volume should have helped each of your mail counts.
(mail count is one of the factors in their rate of pay)

No one likes to sacrifice , but | appreciate the patriotism of Rural Letter
Carrjgrs,in accepti dget cuts and endorsing the budget agreement. Your
sacrifices will make the economy stronger for many years into the future and

offer our children a bright future too.
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