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SCHEDULING PROPOSAL 

ACCEPT 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

4/2/9^*^ 

REGRET PENDING 

Stephanie Streea 
Assistant to thc President and 
Director of Presidential Scheduliug 

Ellen McCulloch-Lovell 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Advisor to the First Lady on the MiUennium 

President to accompany First Lady on grand opening of 
Thoreau Institute 

The grand opening ofthe Thoreau Institute, an 
environmental and educational charity founded by Mr. Don 
Henley. This visit will feature a teleconference between a 
high school classroom to St. Petersburg, Russia, an inner 
city school with a diverse student population, and a local 
suburban high school. The Russian students attend the 
Municipal Children's Environmental Center, a progressive 
school attended by 1300 students which evolved firom a 
station of young naturalists. The students and teachers will 
spend the next two months commimicating with each other 
over the Intemet and via the Thoreau Institute. The 
President and First Lady would speak about their 
preservation initiatives as related to the Millennium 
programs. 

Established eight years ago, the Walden Woods Project 
initially directed its efforts toward preserving the historic 
and ecologically significant land surrounding Walden Pond 
in Concord, Massachusetts. This internationally significant 
hterary and cultural landscape is where Henry David 
Thoreau lived, studied, and wrote many of his greatest 
works in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Walden Woods raised the funds necessary to buy and 



04^02/98 THU 18:27 KAA ^UZ 0»& 

DATE AND TIME: 

BRIEFING TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED; 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

FIRST LADY'S ATTENDANCE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

STAFF CONTACT: 

ORIGIN OF THE PROPOSAL: 

SOURCE OF PAYMENT: 

protect nearly 100 acres which are now permanently 
preserved and publicly accessible. 

The newly established Thoreau Institute is situated in the 
middle of Walden Woods, close to Walden Pond It 
booses the world's most comprehensive research collection 
written by and about Thoreau. Scholars, teachers and 
students will be able to use the Institute's extensive hbrary 
and electronic database. 

June 4; Approximately! :00pm 

15 minutes 

40 minutes 

Lincoln, Massachusetts 

TBD 

TBD 

Yes 

Open Press; WH Photo 

Yes 

Ellen McCulloch-LovclI 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 

Advisor to the First Lady on the Millennium 

Virginia Cearley, 395-7228 

White House Generated 

The Walden Woods Pro.iect 



Ms Stephanie Street 

Pei- our most recent conversation - attached is the information regarding The Walden Woods 
Project. Mr. henley would so enjoy the_cairr'̂ "y "^l?oth the Pî sident and Mrs. Clinton. As I 
stated earlie rs. Clinton is presently blocked to go on June 4th) Please let me know at your 
earliest convenience whether the POTUs will jom her or what date you and the First Ladies 
office can work out. As always — Thank you!!!!! 

^ ^ ^ ^ . 
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FOUNDER 
Don Henley 

tXECUTlVE DIRECTOR 

Kathi Anderson 

An Atiixiiy of Tht Ui* Fond 

March 6, 1998 

BY FAX: 202-456-6771 

Ms. Capricia Marshall 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Suite 204, East Wing 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Marshall: 

I am writing at the direction of Don Henley in follow-up to your conversation 
with him, which took place earlier this week. 1 have been asked to P '̂Vide 
YOU with additional information concerning the grand openmg ofthe 1 horeau 
Institute a new research and educational facility owned and operated by the 
Walden Woods Project, an environmental and educational chanty founded by 
Mr. Henley in 1990. 

First, let me reiterate what a pleasure it was to meet you at the 
September 1997 White House dinner honoring the recipients of the National 
Humanities Medal and the National Medal of Arts. You may recall that we 
were seated at the same table. It was such an enjoyable evemng and a 
tremendous honor for me to participate. 

While we have suggested the first week in June 1998 as ar. optimum time for 
the grand opening ofthe Thoreau Institute, we are extremely flexible The 

ceremony could take place later in the month of June or m early Septernber if 
either time would be more convenient for the President and̂ or First Lady. 

The Institute is located in Lincohi, Massachusetts, approxirnately six miles 
from Hanscom Air Force Base. In the past, Air Force One has l^ded at 
Hanscom. From Boston's Logan Airport, the Institute is a 25-minute dnve. 

Situated at the end of a mile driveway on an 18-acre ^i^^^'^^ T̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
Institute is private and secure. The driveway entrance may be blocked ofl. 

44 Balcer Farm Lincoln. MA 01773-3004 
(781)2.59-4700 THX (7S1) 259-4710 

e-ma,l- wwprojeciC^waldcn.ors web.sitc: http://www.walden.org/projccl.hf,. 
(00* irtvrltd I 
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thereby preventing unauthorized vehicles from gaining access. An expansive tiered 1 ^ 
X r o v S s 3^ amactive setting for 400 seated guests who will walk to the Institute from 
off-site parking at nearby Walden Pond. 

Members ofthe Massachusetts Congressional Delegation will be invited, particularly 
Senators Kennedy and Kerry, who have been actively involved in this ptoject. You may 
recall that I used to work for Senator Kennedy. He has been tremendously supportive and 
Attended the groundbreaking ceremonies for the Institute. The guest hst also mclude 
members of L Walden Woods Project Advisory Board (hsted on the left side of Ae 
previous page). They include people from the entertainment and recording mdusmes, 

ronmentalists, academics who arc leaders m the iieia oi me 
huyniâ i>:i- v̂ eFl-V.nowr a<<ihors and a number ofour corporate supporters. 

Thc writings of Henry David Thoreau influenced environmentalists, leaders, thinkers and 
movements ofthe 20th century, including Martin Luther King. Jr., Mahatma Gandhi, John 
F Kemiedy, Leo Tolstoy. Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, the Amencan Civil Rights 
Movement ;nd the anti-Apartheid Movement. We anticipate that Arun Gandhi, gmndson 
of Mahatma Gandhi, will attend, as wiU a member ofthe Leopold family and possibly a 
representative from Dr. King's family. 

Tbe comerstone of our grand opening ceremonies is a live videoconference beiween a 
hich school classroom in St. Petersburg. Russia, an inner city school with a diverse student 
population (Boston Latin) and a local suburban high school (Lincoln-Sudbury Regional 
HiRh School in Massachusetts). Ten to twenty students from each school will participatê  
The videoconference network has been donated by Lucent Technologies (formerly part of 
AT&T) Videoconference screens and monitors will be set up at the Thoreau Institute and 
at the three participating schools. The screens will be divided, allowing all sites to be 
viewed simultaneously. Thc Russian students attend the Municipal Children s 
Environmental Center (MCEC). a progressive school attended by 1300 sttidents which 
evolved from a station for young naturalists. The students and teachers will spend the 
next two months communicating with each other over the Intemet and via the Thoreau 
Instihite They will share observations and concems about the environment. The Russian 
sttidentsaxe particularly concemed over pollution ofthe Black Sea; the American students 
are focused on urban pollution and on issues relatmg to the preservation of Thoreau s 
Walden Pond. On thc day of the opening, the students from the three classrooms will see 
each other on screen for the first time. They will share with the PresidentyPirst Lady what 
thev have leamed about each other's country., and about the environmental issues which 
are of concem to them. The President/First Lady may wish to entertain questions from the 
smdents pertaining to thc enviromnent. The questions could be screened in advance. 

While the videoconference is occurring, the President/First Lady will be seated in a 
private room at the Thoreau Instituie. At their discretion, they may be joined by a 
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few students, by Don Henley and other dignitaries and/or by members of the press corps. 
The 400 Ruests will watch the videoconference on a large screen, which will be set up 
outside (tented if inclement weather is anticipated). An additional screen will be set up at 
another site a few miles away for viewing by the general public 

At the conclusion ofthe videoconference, which will take 20 minutes, we hope the 
President/First Lady will address the guests. There are a number of relevant topics, which 
are pertinent to the President's legislative agenda: 

1 The importance of schools having access to the Internet as an educational tool and a 
means of communication. This ,r . im, v..,li le.o. to n...aui un.c::- :.'.d..g between young 
people of different cultures and will provide oppor:uAlry f̂ . stuuuiis to discuss issues 
of common concem. In the case of the TTioreau Instihite. discussion will revolve around 
the environment and human rights issues, both central to Thoreau's wntings. International 
communication will uUimately lead to intemational cooperation. 

2 I recently heard Mrs. Clinton speak eloquentiy about an initiative tiiat she and tiie 
President are leading to preserve and restore some ofour national treasures, such as tiie 
Star Spangled Banner. The Thoreau Institute is engaged in a similar effort. Private 
collectors donated tiiree of tiie world's foremost collections on Thoreau to the Institute. 
These collections could have been lost, but will now be permanentiy safeguarded and 
accessible to students, teachers and scholars. 

3 The Thoreau Instittite was frinded, in part, by a grant from tiie National Endowment for 
tiie Humanities. The importance of supporting NEH would certainly be an appropriate 
topic. 

I have endeavored to keep tiiis as brief as possible. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
vou would like me to elaborate on any ofthe elements of tiie grand opemng. I estimate 
tiiat an hour of tiie President/First Lady's time would be needed for tiie videoconference 
and remarks. Again, we are extremely flexible. 

I will be on vacation next week (week of March 9tii) but will be calling in d^ly for 
messages. My office number is 781-259-4701. My home number is 978-433-9371 
Thank you sincerely for offering to present our invitation to tiie President and First Lady. 

With warmest regards. 

Kathi Anderson 
Executive Director 
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few students, by Don Henley and other dignitaries and'or by members of the press corps. 
The 400 guests will watch the videoconference on a large screen, which will be set up 
outside (tented if inclement weather is anticipated). An additional screen will be set up at 
another site a few miles away for viewing by thc general public. 

At the conclusion ofthe videoconference, which will take 20 minutes, we hope the 
President/First Lady will address the guests. There are a number of relevant topics, which 
are pertinent to the President's legislative agenda: 

1. The importance of schools having access to the Intemet as an educational tool and a 
means of communication. This, in tum. will lead n-",t:ja^ _ -^-^J:' I.. , 
people of different cultures and will provide an oppoiluiii^}' *'nr ttiidf.^.t v ro d is -' r:': i i:i:ues 
of common concem. In the case ofthe Thoreau Institute, discussion will revolve around 
the environment and human rights issues, both central to Thoreau's writings. Intemational 
communication will ultimately lead to intemational cooperation. 

2. I recently heard Mrs. Clinton speak eloquently about aii initiative that she and the 
President are leading to preserve and restore some of our national treasures, such as the 
Star Spangled Banner. The Thoreau Institute is engaged in a similar effort. Private 
collectors donated three ofthe world's foremost collections on Thoreau to the Institute. 
These collections could have been lost, but will now be permanently safeguarded and 
accessible to students, teachers and scholars. 

3. The Thoreau Instiuite was funded, in part, by a grant from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. The importance of supporting NEH would certainly be an appropriate 
topic. 

I have endeavored to keep this as brief as possible. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you would like me to elaborate on any of the elements of the grand opening. I estimate 
that an hour ofthe President/First Lady's time would be needed for the videoconference 
and remarks. Again, we are extremely flexible. 

I will be on vacation next week (week of March 9th) but will be calling in daily for 
messages. My office number is 781-259-4701. My home number is 978-433-9371. 
Thank you sincerely for offering to present our invitation to the President and First Lady. 

Witii warmest regards, •• \ 

Kathi Anderson 
Executive Director 
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subsequent history of this concept, so neither can it con­
tent itself with the history of its origin, though it be ever 
so complete and interesting a history as such. Philosophy 
always requires something more, requires the etemal, 
the true, in contrast to which even the fullest existence 

, as such is but a happy moment. 

, The Concept of Irony (1841) 1971:47-48. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 1929-1968 
. U.S. clergyman and civil rights leader 

i. there is more power in socially organized masses on the 
, march than there is in guns in the hands of a few desper­
ate men. 
• the Social 

;':'.1986:33. 
Organization of Nonviolence (1959) 

Much has been made of the willingness of. . . devotees of 
• nonviolent social action to break the law. Paradoxically, 

although they have embraced Thoreau's and Gandhi's 
. i.'civil disobedience on a scale dwarfing any past experi-
' , ence in American history, they do respect law. They feel a 
• moral responsibility to obey just laws. But they recognize 

• !• that there are also unjust laws. 
l.';̂ .!.The Time for Freedom Has Come (1961) 1986:164. 

'3 'Life is breathed into a judicial decision by the persistent 
eicercise of legal rights until they become usual and ordi-

• liary in human experience. 
, . „The Case against "Tokenism" (1962) 1986:109. 

4' Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drink-
/ ing from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must for-
' |5ver conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity 

, ; ,and discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to 
. j degenerate into physical violence. Again and again we 
' .must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical 
• I'force with soul force. 
^ , '(, 'I Have a Dream (1963) 1986:218. DeUvered before 
- •: .'the Lincoln Memorial on 28 August 1963 as the key-
' J ,, note address of the March on Washington, D.C, for 

• Civil Rights. 

6 ' I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the 
; American dream that one day this nation will rise up and 
, i- live out the true meaning of the creed — we hold these 
•"• truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal. 
• • ;' I Have a Dream (1963) 1986:219. 

> Softmindedness is one of the basic causes of race preju-
-.dice. The toughminded person always examines the facts 
' before he reaches conclusions; in short, he postjudges. 
. The tenderminded person reaches a conclusion before he 
has examined the first fact; in short, he prejudges and is 
prejudiced. 

The Strength to Love (1963) 1986:493. See 
JAMES:24. 

Melanie Klein 1882-1960 
Austrian-bom British psychoanalyst 

' .Symbolism is the foundation of all sublimation and o f 
every talent, since it is by way of symbohc equation that 

things, activities and interests become the subject of li-
bidinal phantasies. 

The Importance of Symbol-formation in the Develop­
ment of the Ego (1930) 1948:237. 

Clyde K l u c k h o h n 1905-1960 
U.S. anthropologist 

1 My basic postulate. . . is that no cultural forms survive 
unless they constitute responses which are adjustive or 
adaptive. 

Navaho Witchcraft 1944:46. 

2 A given bit of culture is "functional" insofar as it defines a 
mode of response which is adaptive from the standpoint 
of the society or adaptive and adjustive from the stand­
point of the individual. 

Navaho Witchcraft 1944:47. 

Clyde Kluckhohn 1905-1960 
U.S. anthropologist 
and 
Henry A. Murray 1893-1988 
U.S. psychologist 

1 Every man is in certain respects 
a. like all other men, 
b. hke some other man, 
c. like no other man. 
Personality Formation (1944) 1967:53. 

2 Without the discovery of uniformities there can be no 
concepts, no classifications, no formulations, no princi­
ples, no laws; and without these no science can exist. 

Personality Formation (1944) 1967:55-56. 
|See also HENRY A. MURRAY; HENRY A. MURRAY AND 

CLYDE KLUCKHOHN; ALFRED L. KROEBER AND CLYDE 

KLUCKHOHN.) 

Frank H. Knight 1885-1972 
U.S. economist 

1 The "personal" interests which our rich and powerful 
business men work so hard to promote are not personal 
interests at all in the conventional economic sense of a 
desire to consume commodities. They consume in order 
to produce rather than produce in order to consume, in so 
far as they do either. The real motive is the desire to 
excel, to win at a game, the biggest and most fascinating 
game yet invented, not excepting even statecraft and 
war. 

Risk; Uncertainty and Profit (1921) 1971:360. 

2 The chief thing which the common-sense individual ac­
tually wants is not satisfactions for the wants he has, but 
more, and better wants. 

Ethics and the Economic Interpretation (1922) 
1935:22. 

3 The "economic man". . . has been much mistreated by 
both fiiends and foes, but such a conception, explicit or 
implicit, underlies all economic speculation. The eco­
nomic man is the individual who obeys economic laws. 
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An Activity of Thr lj i j Fund 

May 4. 1998 

Ms. Capricia Marshall 
Social Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C; 20500 

by fax 
202-456-6771 

Dear Capricia, 

I thought it might be helpiiil for me to outline a proposed program for the 
June 5th grand opening ofthe Thoreau Institute. We will, of course, 
make any and all modifications to the program based on your 
recommendationa. 

Upon the arrival of the President and the First Lady, our 700 guests will be 
seated on the front lawn (tented if inclement weather). They will already 
have enjoyed a limcheon buffet, selections by the Boston Chamber Music 
Society, a video presentation chronicling the establishment ofthe Thoreau 
Institute, and intermittent narrative by Walden Woods Project Board 
Merhber, actor/enviroiunentalist Ed Begley, Jr. 

Due to the logistics of the site, guests will be confined to the front lawn 
area for the first part ofthe program. However, they will view all ofthe 
following activities on video screens: 

1. The President and First Lady tour the newly constructed Thoreau 
Institute resevch center (5,000 square feet) with a very small group of 
dignitaries and a press pool, the archives located in this building, 
house the world's most comprehensive collection of research material 
written by and about Henry David Thoreau. Important manuscripts and 
objects from the collection will be on exhibit in the reading room, next 
to the archives. Also located in this building is the Tlioreau Institute 
media center, which employs state-of-the-art technology to make the 
Institute's vast collections available to schools, teachers, students, 
scholars and the public via the Intehiet. 

44 Baker Farm Lincoln, MA 01773-3004 
(781)259-4700 fax (781) 259-4710 

e-mail: wwproject@walden,org website: http://www.walden.org/projeci.htin lOOtt recychd paper 
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2. If theTresident and First Lady are amenable to doing so, we would like them to join 
Don Henley m placmg an original brick from Heniy David Thoreau's cabin at 
Walden Pond as the comerstone of the new building. 

3. While the previous activities are taking place, a live videoconference between 
students from three United States high schools and a school in Si, Petersburg Russia 

W i l l be occurring in the adjacent building (100 feet from the new building) 
Approximately 15 students from Boston Latin (the oldest public school in the U S ) 
Concord/Carlisle and Lincoln/Sudbury high schools will be on site. 

Teachers and students from the participating schools have been communicating for 
the past several weeks via the Intemet. They have been discussing special places in 
their respective home communities and the challenges of preserving cultural and 
natural resources. On June 5th, the students will be seeing each other live on screen 
for the first time. I havc attached an outline of the discussion, which will take place 
between the students on the day ofthe grand opening 0 expect that the President and 
First Lady would enter the discussion toward the end - see item 4 on the sheet 
entitled "A Video Conversation".) Vladimir Pozner (see attached biography) will 
be on site in St. Petersburg to assist with translation and facilitate discussion. 

The guests on the front lawn will be viewing the videoconference on the large 
screens. Thc room where the videoconference wiU take place can accommodate a 
press pool. We earnestly hope that the President and First Lady will participate. 

(We estimate the above activities to require 45 minutes.) 

4. The day concludes with the Presiderit and First Lady addressing the guests on the 
front lawn. We are looking forward to working out the details ofthe program with 
you. Senator Kennedy is planning to attend, and wishes to speak for a brief period 
of time. 

As you know, Henry David thoreau's philosophy has been embraced around the 
world. It influenced some of the great leaders, thinkers and movements ofthe 20 th 
century, including Martin Luther King, Jr., Mohandas Gandhi, and 
environmentalists Aldo Leopold and Rachel Carson. We have invited the 
descendants and in one case, a close friend of these individuals, to attend the grand 
opening and to speak very briefly. If ypu wish, they could speak before the 
President and First Lady arrive on thc front lawn. The great-granddaughter of 
Mohandas Gandhi will be attending, as will the son of Aldo Leopold and the 
biographer of Rachel Carson. We are waiting to hear from Dexter King. 

(We anticipate the speaking program to take 45 minutes.) 

P . 8 3 
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Ms. Capricia Marshall 
The White House 

May 4, 1998 
Page Three 

Lastly, we are becoming quite anxious about the tum around time for invitations 
Therefore, wc would greaUy appreciate your input as soon as possible, particularly 
regardmg the time ofthe ceremony. A draft ofthe invitation follows. Thank you for 
your assistance. 

Sinceifly, 

Ka;thi Anderson 
tecutive Director 

Attachments 



The Walden Woods Project 

and 

The Thoreau Society 

cordially invite i^ou tojoin our honored c^uests 

President 5ill Clinton 

and 

nVst Ladij HiilarLj Rodham Clinton 

fo r thcg-and opening o f 

The Thoreau Institute 

an educational and rcscarcfi center hononng 

t^c lilc and vwort of 

Henrtj David Thoreau 

Tfie ceremony will taLc place on 

Pridatj, June:5,I^^a 
Kindly R.S.V.Pno later than VZT/^ f l 

to7fll-2^^-4717 

There will be no on-site parking. 

Guests will parlt at the Codman field 

(directions enclosed) 

and will be transported by vans to Walden Fbnd 

where they will talce a wallc 

through the woods to the Institute. 

We urge you to wear comfortable walking shoes. 

Ceremony J l take place ram or shine. 

Guests must arrive no later than 7:"'?. 

This invitation is nontransferable and 

must be presented at the time you board the van. 

We hopeyou willjoin us on this special day 

to celebrate the ̂ n d opening of 

the Thoneau Institute. 
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I k..)v\- iriar w.) a man 
i J 1 ' 

Thr W:ilden Woods Pnnjcrct. .^n activity o f the tei.s Tund, 

is i l chaht ib l t : o r ^n iz i i t i on f ound rd by nrcordingarti.st 

Don Hcnieij. O u r mission is to prr-serve the land and 

litr.raturr. o f quintr-ssrntial Amr.ncan author, phi losopher 

and naturali.st. Hsnry David Thoreau. 

Now in ite eighth yc. i r . the Project has acfjuired J'b 

acnr.s o f ft.-jnr.'it near Walden Fbnd in Massachusetts, much 

o f which hiid been threatened bi) commercial development. 

The newlL) p,x>te»-ted land will be preserved in its natural 

,st;flte for public en|oi)ment. W.ildcn Woods. Thoreau's living 

laboratori.), thc birthplace o f the conservation movcmen t 

and a pncele.is n;^tural re-SOLircr̂ , must be protected fo r 

future ^ne ra t i ons . 

Alongwith coaserviit ion. rduc; i t ion is central to our 

organization's mi.ssion. In order to foster an appreciation 

for Walden Woods .ind other threatened natural areas 

throughout thc world, the Walden Woods Project 

established the Thoreau Institute, an cducatjonal facility 

located near Walden Pond. The Institute, a collaboration 

between the Walden Woods Project and the Thoreau 

Society, houses the world's most comprehensive collection 

o f research mafceri.il written by and about Henry David 

Thoneau. The Thone.iu Institute bnngfi Thoreau's I c ^ c y to 

a worldwide audience via the Intemet while o f fe r ing on-site 

programs forschoUrs, teachers and students. 

in his life from the 

readme;of a boolc. 
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A Video Conversation Draft: April 21,1998 

"That Walden is a ksimble place - an ordimuypond. a plain New England H««#- is exacdy ike point 
Thoreau made hsmaelfan Everyman, and ehose Walden for his Everywhere." - EL. Doctorow 

Opening: 5 minutes 

1 WHERE IS YOUR WALDEN? WHAT MAKES IT SPECIAL? 
Thoreau. "/ was seated by tke shore of a small pond, about a mile and a half south ofthe village of 
Concord and somewkat higher than it. in the nddst of an extensive wood belween that lawn and 
Linetdn." 

Pcnooal level 
• One student from Lincoln-Sudbury 
• One smdent from Russia 
• One student from Boston Litin 
Total time: 7-8 minutes 

2. WHY IS IT IMPORTAhTT TO STUDY THE SPECL\L PLACES IN OUR COMMUNITIES' WHAT 
CONCERNS DO YOU HAVE ABOUT THEM? 

Thoreau: "To attend chiefly to the desk or school house, while we neglect the scenery in which it it 
placed, is absurd." 

Local level 
• One student from Concord Middle 
• One student from Russia 
Total time: S-6 minutes 

3 WHY DO THESE PLACES MATTER TO US? HOW WOULD OUR WORLD BE DIMINISHED 
WITHOUT THEM? 

Thoreau: "A plant whieh it has taken two centuries to perfect, rising by slaw stages into the heavens has 
this t^ernoon ceased to adst" 

Global level 
• One student from Lincoin-Sudbury 
• One student fiom Russia 
• One student from Boston Latin 
Total time: minutes 

4. HOW CAN WE HELP ONE ANOTHER TO PROTECT OUR SPECIAL PLACES? HOW CAN 
MEETINGS SUCH AS THIS ONE CONTRIBUTE TO OUR EFFORTS? 

Thoreau; ''Could a greater miracle take place tkanfor us to look tkrougk each ether's eyes for an 
instantr' ' •' 

Communal Level 
" One studem from Boston Latin 
• One student from Russia 
• One student fiom Concord Middle 
• One student from Lincoln-Sudbuiy 
• The President and First Lady 
Total time: 15-20 minutes 

Oosing: 5 minutes 
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RuaTn TJL.S^ B • f ^ " • " " ^ Show for Public 
ni^frf n»<«o*. Ths Poiner talk show It 

«wJiSTl° iS?' lS lM?? w of the Year 
M M 2 J l i - ' ' J ^ ; ! 2 . ' ° rL" l " ' ' CommuniMtor of IhB Year 

•iprtificates an.^ J w ? l , .1 ^ ' '̂ reoefvod throe EMMY 

ParJfn^iSlh'J.f °^ Jnternational beet sailing book 

ggj^^^g^^^Mfl^ A Pgrwnnl r̂rnimt nf thn irnrnvnllnn iT Ihi 

nomes. ona in Moscow, one Jn New York City. 
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WHEN THE PRESIDENT, FIRST LADY AND DON HENLEY JOIN THE VIDEO CONVERSATION: 
Inside the Library: 
• President and Mrs. Clinton and Don Henley are getting miked, seated, introduced to teachers 

and students (ail off-camera) 
Meanwhile, on the Lawn: 
• Ed Begley, Jr. welcomes guests to an historic meeting 
• Explains that students from three American schools - Boston Latin, Lincoln-Sudbury Regional 

High School and Concord Middle School - have been con-esponding with students from the 
Children's Municipal Ecological Center in St. Petersburg, Russia. They have been sharing with 
one another their experiences of discovering places near their homes that are special to each 
of them • just as Henry Thoreau shared with the worid his thoughts about this special place 
near his home: WaWen Woods 

• Read E. L. Doctorow quote: "Vitt WMoti» a humble place ~ ui t>tdinvypond, a plain New England 
wootf - b ajracdy the point Thoreau made himself an Eveiyman, and cftose Walden for his Everywhere." 

• Now they are talking live (it's 11 pm in St. Petersburg) in a video conversation that has been 
made possible by the oontributions of Lucent Technologies. 

• We are now going to listen in on their conversation as they chat with the President of the 
United States, the First Lady and founder of the Walden Woods Project, Don Henley 

Then, in the Library: 
• Sue Curtin explains that fbr the last half-hour, the students have been talking about their 

special places - fhe/r Waldens - and why they matter. We've been talking aboul how we've 
gone about studying those places and how we can help to protect them. 

• Makes point that in this place that was so special to Henry Thoreau, one of America's greatest 
environmentalists and writers, it's only right that Thoreau have a word...and he gives us this 
question that seems so appropriate for this occasion: 'CouU a greater mirade take place than lor ua 
to hok through aacft othat' eyes fcr an instant?" 

• (Name student/school) has a question fbr each of you: Mr. President Mrs. Clinton. Mr. Henley 
• [Student] We were wondering about your special places - can you teU us a little about them? 
• President Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Don Henley all have opportunity to describe their places (we 

will let them know in advance that this question will be asked) 
• One Russian student will ask question of President Clinton (again, we will have it in advance) 
• We will collect two or three other student - generated questions to ask of Mrs. Clinton and Don 

Henley, time permitting (forwarded to White House and Don) 
• President and Mrs. Clinton and Don might want to ask questions of the students to elicit their 

reflectfons of what they have leamed from this experience, what they find that they have in 
common with their Russian/American friends, how their environmental and presentation 
concerns are not so different after all... 

Finally, Bd Begley comes in from the Lawn: 
• Thanks the President and First Lady and all the participants in both countries for helping us to 

look through each others' eyes" as Thoreau urged 
• End with the quote used in his Heaven Is Under Our Feet essay (from M. Mead) - It's perfect! 
• 'Mvw dbuftf that a smaB group of concemed and dedicated Indh/Uuals ean Oiange the wodd. Indeed Va 

the ordy tNng thateverhaa." 

The Presidential Party goes out onto the Lawn with Don Henley and Ed Begley 
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SCHEDULE FOR GRAND OPENING OF THOREAU INSTITUTE 

(pending White House approval) 

12 p.m. Guests begin to arrive at Thoreau Institute 

12:30 p.m. Luncheon buffet begins on front lawn 
Chamber music group begins to play on front lawn 

12:30 p.m. Guests are invited to tour the exhibits on the first and 
second floor ofthe Education Center (school exhibits in 
dining room; Wawrzonek photo exhibit on the second floor); 

Harpist begins to perform in Great Hall of Education Center 

12:30 p.m. Guests are invited to tour new Research Center (Henley Library, 
Media Center, archive wing, and Executive Director's office) 

2:00 p.m. All tours cease, buffet closes and guests are asked to retum to 
their seats on the front lawn 

2:15 p.m. Don Henley, accompanied by small group of VIPs and press 
places foundation stone into wall of the Thoreau Institute. This 
ceremony is fihned and projected onto screens on the front lawn 

2:30 p.m. Guests view "The Making of the Thoreau Institute" video 

2:45 p.m. Kathi Anderson introduces actor/environmentalist Ed Begley, Jr. 
who goes to thc podium, welcomes guests to the Institute and sets 
the stage for the videoconference. 

3:00 p.m. Videoconference begins but is not shown on fit>nt lawn screens at 
this time 

THE PRESIDENT ARRIVES 

3:00 p.m. President and Mrs. Clinton anrive and are escorted on a tour ofthe 
new Research Center by Don Henley, Kathi Anderson and a small 
group of dignitaries (Sen/Mrs. Kennedy, Sen/Mrs. Keny, Henley 
family, etc.) Press must be pooled for this. Portions of the tour 
will be projected on the front lawn screens. 



Q5-.27-98 18:49 WALDEN WOODS PROJECT I D = 7812594718 f-^'* 

3:20 p.m. President and Mrs. Clinton place brick from Thoreau's cabin as 
cornerstone of Thoreau Institute. This ceremony is shown on front 
lavm screens. Open to all press. 

3:30 p.m. President and Mrs. Clinton, Don and the two Senators enter 
Education Center building and join 15 students and teachers from 
Boston Latin, Lincoln-Sudbury High School and Concord Middle 
School who are engaged in a live videoconference with students 
from St. Petersburg, Russia. ' . _ 

M - ' f| r ri '^il® *® President, First Lady and Don are being miked and 
Q\P ?f (P^ fiF seated (off camera) Ed Begley is at the podium on the front lawn 

, V' V' explaining to the guests what is occurring and what they will be 
^ seeing on the screens. 

The President. Mrs. Clinton and Don interact with the students. 
' For a more detailed description of the videoconference, see 

attached outline. 

4:00 p.m. The Presidential entourage exits the Education Building and are 
seated on stage on the front lawn. 

THE SPEAKING PROGRAM BEGINS 

Don Henley introduces Tony Bennett 

fony Bermett sings "America the Beautiful" 

Kathi AndersOT»>'elcomes the guests and introduces Beth 
iTpfesident of the Thoreau Society 

Beth Witherell speaks (2 minutes) 

Beth introduces Yolanda or Beraice King, daughters of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. who will speak about 
Thoreau's influence on their father (this is not yei 
confirmed) (3 minutes) 

Kathi introduces Archana Prasad (great granddaughter of 
Mohandas Gandhi) 

Ms. Prasad speaks about Thoreau's influence on Gandhi 
(2 minutes) 

Kathi introduces Senator John Kerry 
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Sen. Kerry speaks (5 minutes) 

Kathi introduces Senator Ted Kennedy 

Senator Kennedy speaks (5 minutes) 

^y^ t̂hi introduces Don Henley 

Don speaks (5 rriinutes) 

Don introduces the First Lady 

V/li^. Clinton speaks (10 minutes) 

Nfrs. Clinton introduces the President 

VPresident speaks (15 minutes) 

5:00 p.m. President and First Lady 



ROUTING SLIP 

DATE: /̂̂ 9:2) 
FROM: Stephanie Streett 

Assistant to the President and Director of Presidential Scheduling 

SUBJECT 

Virginia Apuzzo 

David Beaubaire 

Paul Begala 

Sandy Berger 

Anthony Bemal 

Sidney Blumenthal 

Erskine Bowles 

Peg Cusack 

Rahm Emanuel 

Maria Echaveste 

Jack Gibbons 

Nancy Hemreich 

Mickey Ibarra 

Ron Klain 

Ann Lewis 

Bruce Lindsey 

Capricia Marshall 

Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 

Sylvia Mathews 

Mike McCurry 

FILE: ^r/>eff U>l^lfP 

Mack McLarty 

Katie McGinty 

Bob Nash 

Jennifer Palmieri 

Chip Payson 

Johii Podesta 

Bruce Reed 

Dan Rosenthal 

Charles Ruff 

Patti SoUs-Doyle 

Craig Smith 

Doug Sosnik 

Gene Sperling 

Lany Stein 

Todd Stem 

Kim Tilley 

Melanne Verveer 

Michael Waldman 

COMMENTS: 
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DATE: P^lSL'^ 
FROM: Stephanie Streett 

Assistant to the President and Director of Presidential Scheduling 

SUBJECT: T l 

o 
Virginia Apuzzo 
David Beaubaire 

Paul Begala 

Sandy Berger 

Anthony Bernal 

Sidney Blumenthal 

Erskine Bowles 

Phil Caplan 

Rahm Emanuel 

Maria Echaveste 

Jack Gibbons 

Nancy Hernreich 

Mickey Ibarra 

Ron Klain 

Ann Lewis 

Bruce Lindsey 

Capricia Marshall 

Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 

Sylvia Mathews 
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COMMENTS: 

<e McCurry 

r ;k McLarty 

Katie McGinty 

Bob Nash 

Jennifer Palmieri 

Chip Payson 

John Podesta 

Bruce Reed 

Dan Rosenthal 

Charles Ruff 

Patti Solis-Doyle 

Craig Smith 

Doug Sosnik 

Gene Sperling 

Larry Stein 

Todd Stern 

Kim Tilley 

Melanne Verveer 

Michael Waldman 
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SCHEDULING PROPOSAL 

if 

4/2/9̂ *7 

ACCEPT REGRET J/ PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

Stephanie Streett 
Assistant to thc President and 
Director of Presidential Scheduling 

Ellen MoCulloch-Lovell 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Advisor to the First Lady on the MiUennium 

President to accompany First Lady on grand opening of 
Thoreau Institute 

The grand opemng ofthe Thoreau Institute, an 
environmental and educational charity founded by Mr. Don 
Henley. This visit v̂ dll feature a teleconference between a 
high school classroom in St. Petersburg, Russia, an inner 
city school with a diverse student population, and a local 
suburban higli school. The Russian students attend the 
Municipal Children's Environmental Center, a progressive 
school attended by 1300 students wliich evolved from a 
station, of young naturalists. The students and teachers will 
spend the next two montlis communicating with each other 
over the Intemet and via the Thoreau Institute. The 
President and First Lady would speak about their 
preservation initiatives as related to the Millermium 
programs. 

Established eight years ago, the Walden Woods Project 
initially directed its efforts toward preserving the historic 
and ecologically significant land surrounding Walden Pond 
in Concord, Massachusetts. This internationally significant 
hterary and cultural landscape is where Henry David 
Thoreau lived, studied, and wrote many of his greatest 
works in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Walden Woods raised the funds necessary to buy and 
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DATE AND TIME: 

BRIEFING TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

protect nearly 100 acres which are now permanently 
preserved and pubUcly accessible. 

The newly established Thoreau Institute is situated in the 
middle of Walden Woods, close to Walden Pond. It 
bouses the world's most comprehensive research collection 
written by and about Thoreau, Scholars, teachers and 
students will be able to use the Institute's extensive library 
and electronic database. 

June 4; Approximately! :00pm 

15 minutes 

40 minutes 

Lincoln, Ma-ssachnsetts 

TBD 

TBD 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Open Press; WH Photo 

FIRST LADY'S ATTENDANCE: Yes 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

STAFF CONTACT: 

ORIGIN OF THE PROPOSAL: 

SOURCE OF PAYMENT: 

Ellen McCulloch-LovclI 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Advisor to the First Lady on the Millennium 

Virginia Cearley, 395-7228 

White House Generated 

The Walden Woods Project 



Ms Stephanie Street 

Per our most recent conversation - attached is the information regarding The Walden Woods 
Project. Mr. henley would so enjoy the ^^mp^ny " f hojh the President and Mrs. Clinton. As I 
stated earliei(Mrs. Clinton is presently blocked to go on June 4th) Please let me know at your 
earliest convenience whether the I'U 1 Ub> will jom her or what date you and the First Ladies 
office can work out. As always —- Thank you!!!!! 
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ADVISORY BOARD 
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March 6, 1998 

Ms. Capricia Marshall 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Suite 204, East Wing 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Marshall: 

BY FAX: 202-456-6771 

I am writing at the direction of Don Henley in follow-up to your conversation 
with him, which took place earlier this week. I have been asked to provide 
you with'additional information concerning the grand opening ofthe Thoreau 
Institute, a new research and educational facility owned and operated by the 
Walden Woods Project, an environmental and educational charity founded by 
Mr. Henley in 1990. 

First, let me reiterate what a pleasure it was to meet you at the 
September 1997 White House dinner honoring the recipients ofthe National 
Humanities Medal and the National Medal of Arts. You may recall that we 
were seated at the same table. It was such an enjoyable evening and a 
tremendous honor for me to participate. 

While we have suggested the first week in June 1998 as an optimum time for 
the grand opening ofthe Thoreau Institute, we are extremely flexible. The 
ceremony could take place later in the month of June or in early September if 
either time would be more convenient for the President and̂ or First Lady. 

The Institute is located in Lincohi, Massachusetts, approximately six miles 
from Hanscom Air Force Base. In the past. Air Force One has landed at 
Hanscom. From Boston's Logan Airport, the Institute is a 25-mmute dnve, 

Situated at the end of a '/s mile driveway on an 18-acre site, the Thoreau 
Institute is private and secure. The driveway entrance may be blocked off. 

44 Baker Farm Mncoln, MA 01773-3004 
(781)259-4700 fHX (781) 259-4710 

e-mail: wwprojecKrt-waldcn.org wehsiici hUp://www.wdlden.org/projccl.hnu tOO'**> recycled p. 
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thereby preventing unauthorized vehicles from gaining access. An expansive, tiered lawn 
area provides an attractive setting for 400 seated guests who will walk to the Institute from 
off-site parking at nearby Walden Pond. 

Members ofthe Massachusetts Congressional Delegation will be invited, particularly 
Senators Kemiedy and Kerry, who have been actively involved in this project. You may 
recall that I used to work for Senator Kennedy. He has been tremendously supportive and 
attended the groundbreaking ceremonies for the Institute. The guest list will also include 
members ofthe Walden Woods Project Advisory Board (listed on the left side ofthe 
previous page). They include people from the entertainment and recording industries, 

-'•̂ d :̂ atior>fl ''nvironmentalists, academics who are leaders in the field ofthe 
humarMtjes; v/ell-known authors and a number ofour corporate supporters. 

The writings of Henry David Thoreau influenced environmentalists, leaders, thinkers and 
movements ofthe 20th century, including Martin Luther King. Jr., Mahatma Gandhi, John 
F. Kennedy, Leo Tolstoy, Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, the American Civil Rights 
Movement and the anti-Apartheid Movement. We anticipate that Arun Gandhi, grandson 
of Mahatma Gandhi, will attend, as will a member of the Leopold family and possibly a 
representative from Dr. King's family. 

The cornerstone ofour grand opening ceremonies is a live videoconference beiween a 
high school classroom in St. Petersburg, Russia, an inner city school with a diverse smdent 
population (Boston Latin) and a local suburban high school (Lincoln-Sudbury Regional 
High School in Massachusetts). Ten to twenty smdents from each school will participate. 
The videoconference network has been donated by Lucent Technologies (formerly part of 
AT&T). Videoconference screens and monitors will be set up at the Thoreau Instimte and 
at the three participating schools. The screens will be divided, aJlowing all sites to be 
viewed simultaneously. The Russian students attend the Municipal Children's 
Environmental Center (MCEC), a progressive school attended by 1300 students which 
evolved from a station for young naturalists. The students and teachers will spend the 
next two months communicating with each other over the Intemet and via the Thoreau 
Instimte. They will share observations and concems about the environment. The Russian 
students are particularly concemed over pollution of the Black Sea; the American students 
are focused on urban pollution and on issues relating to the preservation of Thoreau's 
Walden Pond. On the day ofthe opening, the students from the three classrooms will see 
each other on screen for the first time. They will share with the President/First Lady what 
they have leamed about each other's country, and about the environmental issues which 
are of concem to them. The President/First Lady may wish to entertain questions from the 
students pertaining to the environment. The questions could be screened in advance. 

While the videoconference is occurring, the President/First Lady will be seated in a 
private room at the Thoreau Institute. At their discretion, they may be joined by a 
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few students, by Don Henley and other dignitaries andJoi by members ofthe press corps. 
The 400 guests will watch the videoconference on a large screen, which will be set up 
outside (tented if inclement weather is anticipated). An additional screen will be set up at 
another site a few miles away for viewing by the general public. 

At the conclusion of the videoconference, which will take 20 minutes, we hope the 
President/First Lady will address the guests. There are a number of relevant topics, which 
are pertment to the President's legislative agenda: 

1. The importance of schools having access to the Internet as an educational tool and a 
means of communication. This, nirri, w li icud to niaiuai iinu=i;tindi.ng between young 
people of different cultures and will provide aii opporrunity tbr students to discuss issues 
of common concem. In the case ofthe Thoreau Instimte, discussion will revolve around 
the environment and human rights issues, both central to Thoreau's writings. Intemational 
communication will uUimately lead to intemational cooperation. 

2. I recently heard Mrs. Clinton speak eloquently about an initiative that she and the 
President are leading to preserve and restore some ofour national treasures, such as the 
Star Spangled Banner. The Thoreau Institute is engaged in a similar effort. Private 
collectors donated three ofthe world's foremost collections on Thoreau to the Instimte. 
These collections could have been lost, but will now be permanently safeguarded and 
accessible to students, teachers and scholars. 

3. The Thoreau Institute was funded, in part, by a grant from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. The importance of supporting NEH would certainly be an appropriate 
topic. 

I have endeavored to keep this as brief as possible. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you would like me to elaborate on any ofthe elements ofthe grand opening. I estimate 
that an hour ofthe President/First Lady's time would be needed for the videoconference 
and remarks. Again, we are extremely flexible. 

I will be on vacation next week (week of March 9di) but will be calling in daily for 
messages. My office number is 781-259-4701. My home number is 978-433-9371. 
Thank you sincerely for offering to present our invitation to the President and First Lady. 

With warmest regards. 

Kathi Anderson 
Executive Director 
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few students, by Don Henley and other dignitaries and/or by members of the press corps 
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President are leading to presen/e and restore some ofour national treasures, such as the 
Star Spangled Banner. The Thoreau Institute is engaged in a similar effort Private 
collectors donated three of the worid's foremost collections on Thoreau to the Instimte 
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accessible to students, teachers and scholars. 

3 The Thoreau Instimte was funded, in part, by a grant from the National Endowment for 
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I have endeavored to keep this as brief as possible. Please do not hesitate to contact me i f 
you would like me to elaborate on any ofthe elements ofthe grand opening. I estimate 
that an hour of the President/First Lady's time would be needed for the videoconference 
and remarks. Again, we are extremely flexible. 

I Will be on vacation next week (week of March 9th) but will be calling in daily for 
messages. My office number is 781-259-4701. My home number is 978-433-9371. 
Thank you sincerely for offering to present our invitation to the President and First Lady. 
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TO: Laura Capps (202) 456-2^ 
FR: Brad Dean ^ . . . 

Bom in Concord, just a few miles from here, Thoreau 
was destined to build on his hometown's proud 
heritage of independence. In 1775 Concord farmers 
stood at the Old North Bridge and fired what 
Thoreau's friend and fellow townsman Emerson 
called "the shot heard 'round the world." Seventy 
years later, on Independence Day in 1845, Thoreau 
moved into his famous house on the shore of Walden 
Pond. Like our Founding Fathers, Thoreau was 
engaged in an experiment, and Walden was his 
Declaration of Independence. In that and other 
classic works of American Uterature that flowed from 
his pen, he articulated principles that profoundly 
influenced the course of our nation's history and even 
the world's history. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Mohandas Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, the leaders of 
the Tiannamen Square movement in China—these 
courageous leaders and countless others have borne 
eloquent witness to the influence of Thoreau's ideas 
on their lives. 
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May 29, 1998 

Ms. Laura Capps 
The White House 
Room 196 
-Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Capps, 

As promised, I am forwarding a draft of the commemorative booklet 
which will be distributed on the day of the Thoreau Institute grand 
opening. It contains a wealth of information about the Institute and the 

.Walden Woods Project. 

Also enclosed is a draft outline of the live "video conversation" between 
students in the United States and Russia. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide additional 
information. We are all looking forward to this exciting event. 

Best regards, 

Kathi Anderson 
Executive Director 

End. 
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Acknowledge: HRC; Sen. Kerry: Sen. Kennedy: Rep. Markey. Rep. Kennedy: Don 
Henley: Kathi Anderson. 

I'd like to thank Don for inviting us to be here today and thank Kathi for her work in 
making sure it all happened. Last fall, 1 invited Don the White House and awarded him with the 
National Humanities Medal, an award given to a small number of men and women who keep the 
American memory alive and infiise the fiiture with new ideas. His efforts to preserve a 
profoundly significant part of our legacy reflect his passionate commitment to our environment 
and our natural heritage. It is a great honor to be here to celebrate the fmits of this labor. 

1 would like to recognize the National Endowment for the Humanities for its commitment 
to the Thoreau Institute. The NEH grant has stimulated contributions from individuals, 
corporations, and foundations ~ all working together to bring this Institute to completion. 
President Kennedy once said he looked forward to an America that raised the standards of artistic 
achievement and enlarged cultural opportunities for all citizens. The NEH, along with so many 
of you, has brought us much closer to realizing that vision. 

To get here today, we followed the trails that Henry Thoreau walked, and gazed up at the 
same white pine, oak and beech trees that he loved so much. As 1 passed by the huckleberry 
patch, I felt as if no time at all has passed since the days he went berrying there. [If he doesn't 
walk: We are here today in the midst of Walden Woods, just up the Hill from the Beech Tree 
Grove and Beech Spring that Thoreau often visited.] We don't come to Walden merely to get 
away from the outside world — we come to Walden to obtain a greater understanding of 
the society in which we live. As Thoreau advised, we must call upon trees as we call upon 
scholars. 

Thoreau, a native of Concord, was destined to further the legacy of independence that this 
country was founded on. In 1775, Concord farmers stood at the Old North Bridge and fired what 
Thoreau's friend and fellow townsman, Ralph Waldo Emerson, called "the shot heard 'round the 
world." Seventy years later, on July 4, 1845, Thoreau moved to the shore of Walden Pond and 
began living "deeply and deliberately." Like our Founding Fathers, Thoreau was engaged in an 
experiment, and Walden was his Declaration of Independence. 

Thanks to the Thoreau Institute, his declaration will live on. The Institute is truly a gift to 
the next century. Millions of people will learn from its artifacts, be inspired by its beauty, gain 
insight from its teachings and celebrate its wonder. 1 would like to add to what Hillary has 
already addressed — the need to save America's national treasures. By preserving the tangible 
treasures of Thoreau, we will perpetually give to our children and our children's children the 



immeasurable gift of his mind, his spirit, his philosophy, and his vision for society. The intellect 
of Henry David Thoreau is a national treasure; and this institute will help secure his place in our 
hearts and minds for centuries to come. 

The lessons that Thoreau taught us are as compelling now as they were during his 
lifetime. Now more than ever, we must not forget for a moment the endowment that nature 
entrusts us with ~ the need to conserve our resources, learn from our land, and protect the gifts 
we have been given. There is divinity in living simply. We must not forget for a moment the 
power of civil disobedience, exemplified by this century's greatest leaders: Dr. King, Mohandas 
Ghandi, and Nelson Mandela, and the moral obligation we each have individually to stand up 
against injustice. We must not forget for a moment the value of self reliance — of following your 
own inner light ~ to make the most of our God-given potential. 

We must continue to heed Thoreau's call. As he wrote, "Let us settle ourselves, and 
work and wedge our feet downward through the mud and slush of opinion and prejudice. . . till 
we come to a hard bottom and rocks in place, which we can call reality." The rock are the values 
this country was founded upon. Freedom. Responsibility. Equal Opportunity. As we stand that 
the dawn of a new millennium we must reinforce our footing by upholding our ideals in the face 
of challenges. We must not for a moment relinquish our ties to the past, but realize its power to 
guide our future. 

And that is what today is about. By preserving this land and giving gifts to the fiiture we 
ensure that ftiture generations will continue to be inspired and guided by the ideals, the 
principles, and the thirst for knowledge that are at our core. We are working to give all of our 
people, especially our children, what they will need to realize their dreams and our 
ever-unfolding destiny as a nation. Let us take the time ~ deliberately and deeply ~ to preserve 
what makes us strong, knowing that these founding beliefs will transcend the unknown of 
tomorrow. 
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will need to realize their dreams and our ever-unfolding destiny as a nation. Let us take the time 
~ deliberately and deeply ~ to preserve what makes us strong, knowing that these founding 
beliefs will transcend the unknown of tomorrow. 



A Video Conversation May 29,1998 
This is a conversation involving students from three American schools -
Boston Latin School (Viola Johnson, teacher); Lincoln-Sudbury Regional 
High School (Bill Schechter, teacher) and Concord Middle School (Susan 
Curtin, teacher) - and Russian students from the IVIunicipal Children's 
Ecological Center in St. Petersburg. It is part of a project called Thoreau's 
World and Ours - an intemational project initiated by the Thoreau histitute 
- which links the study of literature with home place. 

TEXT ON VIDEO: 
"That Walden is a humble place - an ordinary pond, a plain New England wood - is 
exactiy the point Thoreau made himself an Everyman, and chose Walden for his 
Everywhere." - E.L. Doctorow 

The following segments, not shown to guests on the lawn, are part of the video made ofthe 
conversation.... 

ED BEGLEY, JR.: 
• Welcomes all to conversation - from Russia and three American schools 
• Comments about why this video conversation is such an important part of the 

opening day activities at tbe Thoreau Institute 
• Reminds students that they have been sharing thoughts and concerns about 

special places they have discovered and investigated; now (thanks to Lucent 
Technologies), they have a chance to "meet" fact-to-face to continue the 
conversation begun through e-mail. 

• Invites moderator in St. Petersburg to make opening comments 
• Words from St. Petersburg: why MCEC so excited about participating in this 

project - how this fits in with mission of Municipal Children's Ecological Center 
• Ed turns facilitation over to Bill Schechter, teacher at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional 

High School, who will ask the first question for discussion {Ed leaves to join 
guests on lawn} 

Total time for introduction (including film clip part) = 12 minutes 

Question #1 - BILL SCHECHTER: 
• Reads Thoreau's description of his Walden: 
• Thoreau: "I was seated by the shore of a small pond, about a mile and a half south 

ofthe village of Concord and somewhat higher than it, in the midst of an extensive 
wood between that town and Lincoln." 

• For this man, and for many people, this rather ordinary little pond in the middle 
ofthe woods has become a very important place, but there are places all over the 
world like that and we're going to hear about some other Waldens 

• Asks three students the following: Where is YOUR Walden? What makes it 
special? 

/ . Student from Lincoln-Sudbury or Concord Middle 



2. Student from Russia 
3. Student from Boston Latin 

Bill: 1 minute; conversation: 7 minutes. Total time for this segment is 8 minutes 

• Bill then turns facilitation over to moderator in St. Petersburg 

Question #2 - MODERATOR IN RUSSIA: 
• Mentions that children in Ecological center spend a good deal of time outside 

studying places, just as Henry Thoreau advocated: 
• Thoreau: "To attend chiefly to the desk or school house, while we neglect the 

scenery in which it is placed, is absurd." 
• Asks two students the following: Why is it important to study and preserve the 

special places in our communities? What concerns do you have about them? 

/. Student from Concord Middle 
2. Student from Russia 

Moderator: 1 minute; conversation: 5 minutes. Total time for this segment is 6 minutes 

Russian moderator turns over facilitation to Viola Johnson, teacher at Boston Latin 
School 

Question #3 - VIOLA JOHNSON: 
• Thoreau: "A plant which it has taken two centuries to perfect, rising by slow stages 

into the heavens, has this afternoon ceased to exist" 
• Explains urban environment of school (not all "Waldens" are in the woods...) 

and the "nature" of her students' projects. 
• Asks three students the following: Why do these places or these plants -

wherever they are - matter to us? How would our world be diminished without 
them? 

/ . Student from Boston Latin School 
2. Student from Russia 
3. Student from Lincoln-Sudbuiy 

Viola: 1 minute; conversation: 7 minutes. Total time for this segment is 8 minutes, (conversation could 
be shortened or extended depending on whether it's time to cut to the brick-placing ceremony). 

Sue Curtin, teacher at Concord Middle School, will announce to the students and 
teacher both here and in Russia that it is a great honor to have the President and First 
Lady symbolically connecting the past and present and future by placing a brick from 
Thoreau's Walden house as the cornerstone of the new Research Center. We all ward 
to turn our attention to this ceremony. 

NOW ALL PARTICIPANTS WATCH TELECAST OF BRICK-PLACING WHICH IS TAKING 
PLACE OUTSIDE - 4 minutes 
********************************************************************** 
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WHEN THE PRESIDENT, FIRST U\DY AND DON HENLEY JOIN THE VIDEO CONVERSATION: 
Inside the Library: 
• President and Mrs. Clinton and Don Henley are getting miked, seated, introduced to teachers 

and students (all off-camera) 
Meanwhile, on the Lawn: 
• Ed Begley, Jr. welcomes guests to an tiistoric meeting 
• Explains that students from three American schools - Boston Latin, Lincoln-Sudbury Regional 

High School and Concord Middle School - have been con̂ esponding with students from the 
Children's Municipal Ecological Center in St. Petersburg, Russia. They have been sharing with 
one another their experiences of discovering places near their homes that have personal 
significance to each of them - just as Henry Thoreau shared with the worid his thoughts about 
this place that meant so much to him near his home: Walden Woods 

• Read E. L. Doctorow quote: "That Walden is a humble place - an ordmary pond, a plain New England 
wood - is exactly the point Thoreau made himself an Everyman, and chose Walden for his Everywhere." 

• Now they are talking live (it's 11 pm in St. Petersburg) in a video conversation that has been 
made possible by the contributions of Lucent Technologies. 

• We are going to listen in on their conversation as they chat with the President of the United 
States, the First Lady and founder of the Walden Woods Project, Don Henley 

Then, in the Library- Susan Curtin facilitating: 
• Susan expresses what an honor it is to have the President and First Lady joining this 

conversation. Summarizes what has just taken place in the discussion: for the last half-hour, 
the students have been talking about their special places - f/?e/r Waldens - and why they 
matter; why they've been studying the natural and cultural histories of those places and how 
they can help to preserve them for people to enjoy in the century and beyond.... 

• Makes point that in this place that was so loved by Henry Thoreau, it's only right that Thoreau 
have a word... and he gives us this question that seems so perfect for this day: "Could a greater 
miracle take place than for us to look through each otfiers' eyes for an instant?" 

• [Name student/school) has a question for all of you: Mr. President, Mrs. Clinton, Mr. Henley 
• [Student] We were wondering if you could each tell us about a place that has meant a lot to 

you personally... 
• President Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Don Henley all have opportunity to describe their places 

(they will know in advance that this question will be asked) 
• President and Mrs. Clinton and Don will ask questions of the students to elicit their reflections 

on this conversation, on the significance of places (like the ones they have discovered and 
described) in our personal and communal history, in our vision for the future 

Finally, Ed Begley comes in from the Lawn: 
• Thanks the President and First Lady and all the participants in both countries for helping us to 

"look through each others' eyes" as Thoreau urged 
• Ends with the quote used in his Heaven is Under Our Feet essay (from Margaret Mead) 
• "Never doubt that a small group of concerned and dedicated individuals can change the world. 

Indeed it's the only thing that ever has." 

The Presidential Party goes out onto the Lawn with Don Henley and Ed 
Begley 



95-14-98 13:31 WALDEN WOODS PROJECT ID = 7812591.71S P . S3 

ADVISORY BOARD 

)Ha H Mum. executive dimtct. 
HMiit i JUaaarea DOIBBM CouficU 

Klnria nitty, i c l m i 
Cli<aUGi O. Alldu. dirwuK. 

ADii Vei>iw««, loc 
Irviog Atofl^ aMxinroeBl sxecuiivo 
Chrii l i l U n l i m NE regioul diieclDr. 

New Eo^iMl Sian Out 
EOoUd P. Bi»«. THC Ptulccoiogy Tnw 

Piul Braoki, aulhcr 
rimmy BiifTiu. ncanUac irtui/«utlur 
Tbonu Callahili; due«lM. 

Bun l̂i-inJOBblc, Uncoin Land 
CoAKlviiiaa IVuil 

Tniilx Cone, m m u y . M M . EXO'.. 
Ofrn* at (itivlKmniMtet Af f i in 

'T«d DtPMC. plBiidaAi, 
AUKiicai Oc«aiu Cunpupi 

Auie Dillanl Mudwr 

Miekiel DnusUi, iciar/dlnctw 
Brack ewcuiivc dttwlcc. 

Bi>iliiii(icn>l Spxia Cotliiion 
P i ' id M, Onbi'ieiWK. piaidtni ind c^.n., 

Uiiive/ml blecuoniM, Inc. 
Aran Cindki, uuhac/philwupbor 
Whoupi Ooldbca. M l O t 
Arlo Ciuduric. rccarfbDjI »iun 
fohn D. Haailiun, Jr., m ioa^ i ; pvlnfii. 

HiU and Dan I X r 
Hany HCIM 
Micriiel R. Uaua. a. vice pruideiic. 
Schulu S>v-0 Slum. I n ^ r i n l l ' Wtttlv 

Juho A, Huyl, i^htcrMcOili");. Huiww 
.Sgciciy of* Ite UnilcC .suies 

Vidar lorgtasea, nunec. 
Thoreau Countiy ConBOviiliun AlliAntc 

Micluel KAn4 evccUDve direclnr, 
RSSTOKS: The Math Wood! 

Scoalur Edwud M. Kuiincdjr (lururivy^ 
!jcii»w Jo>in K, Kcriy (Nonnr«iyi 
/yjokc Lafiuiiiic. PILD., Biiihor 
Arthur L««itl. pr«nd«nl, kxalion-baKuJ 

ciuciwiamcui, The w»ii Oi«ic> Co 
1 . fi. Uivejoy, ua. Ecctrlary for. 

I offain. Smiduoniart Insthulion 
BiU MCKibbcn. uthor 
li!A McMflhon. 1'Ttc CofuervatiDn Pund 
Cong Manin T. Meehan (ittManTy) 
BcUc Midler, Ktit^M/iecOfJiu ut i i l 
Woley T. M«l. PH.D.. iccreury, 
Thc Gmer^D .Socieiy 

Wcfidy Nicfaolas, NE re^itmal diivctor, 
Nail. Tnul for Hiyoriv Prcicrvaliun 

JcU Pullacli. matia Mlviior 
anoDit.Raia. recnrding anist 
Robot D. Richanliwi, Jr., ludior 
WUl Ruxen, pnniilcol. 

T(Ml Kor PvNic (.and 
.Joe EUat, praddsnl. 

laDcbaun Rual Advcniindj{ 
Ruih A. Stliatcr. Moidov. 

lite !Uli|iecr (iraup 
EdfnLmd A. Scbofield, l%.D., 

Cbik Uoivenit)' 
SIcfihai E. Schwiullti. vKtidcM-cc.o,. 
M-C Uil«niili«nai 

bnn .Scger, rcctvding ani].i 
Ttudie Sl^rlerand Sdnp, cu-rourkdcrk. 

Tho Raiflfvrcbt FuundaiAin Inrl. 
M«yi Sme . K«tm 
Mjiiau ThoiTKon. Concord Land 
Cduecvation IVuil 

JrtuiTynori. viceH*«<irrun. 
tV>on Poods. Inc. 

Manila aod Robin Williiuiia 
Eliitteifi H»ll w.Dioeii, |)r«iacnt. 
'lite Tnnjreau Socicry 

Bole Woody, f%X)., profeisor of public 
policy, Uaivenily of MusachuadU 

FOUNDER 
Don Henley 

EXECUTTVE DIRECTOR 
Kathi Anderson 

WALDEN 
WOODS 
P R O J E C T 
An Aciivity or the bis Fund 

MAY 14.1998 
Jffi.-. 

TO: EDWARD PREWITT 
FR: KATHI ANDERSON 
RE: THOREAU INSTITUTE OPENING MAY 15, 1998 

I have been told that it will take two weeks to engrave and deliver the 
plaque marking the comerstone ofthe new building at the Thoreau 
Institute. That being the case, I would very much appreciate your 
assistance in securing input regarding the text as outlined on the following 
page. 

Secondly, there are a few individuals viho we plan to invite that we wish 
to bring to your attention. Invitations will be ready to mail tomorrow. I'd 
be grateful for y our input. Please let me know if there are any problems 
with the following list. 

President Jimmy Carter (doubtful that he will attend, but he has been 
helpful to our organization in the past); 

John Tyson, Vice President of Tyson Foods (John is on our advisory 
board); 

Secretary Bruce Babbitt; 

National Park Service Director Robert B. Stanton 

William Ferris, Chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities 
(Mr. Ferris is already aware of the event and is hoping to attend. The 
Thoreau Institute received an NEH Challenge Grant 1995.) 

Shen Tong, one of the students involved in the Tiananmen Square protest. 
Shen Tong relocated to the United States shortly after the Tiananmen 
Square uprising, and is now a doctoral studem at Boston University. He 
authored a book, published in 1990 by Houghton Mifflin, entitled "Almost 
a Revolution", which chronicles the Tiananmen Square massacre. I am 
told that he founded a nonprofit organization engaged in helping Chinese 

44 Baker Farm Lincoln, MA 01773-3004 
(781)259-4700 fax (781) 259-4710 

e-mail: wwprojeptCSwalden.org website: http://www.walden.org/project.htm lOO^b recycledP3prr 
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students studying in America to secure protection for their families remaining in China. 
We are mterested m havmg him participate because Henry David Thoreau's essay "Civil 
Disobedience" influenced the Chinese students who led the Tiananmen Square uprising. 

Acting Govemor Paul Celluci 

Senators Edward M. Kennedy aiid John Kerry, Congressmen Joe Kennedy Marty 
Meehan and Ed Markey (Walden Woods straddles the districts of Meehan 'and Markey) 
Joe Kennedy's late brother, Michael, had been a member ofour Advisory Board. 

Please advise as to whether you want us to invite the rest ofthe Massachusetts 
Congressional Delegation. 

Dexter King, son ofthe late Martin Luther King, Jr. An invitation has already been 
extended to Dexter. His father was greatly influenced by Thoreau's "Civil 
Disobedience". 

Archana Prasad, great-granddaughter of Mohandas Gandhi. Ms. Prasad is attending the 
grand opemng and will speak briefly about the admiration her great grandfather had for 
Thoreau. 

Steve Grossman (has donated to pur organization in the past); 

Dick Friedman (has donated to our organization in the past); 

Diana Chapman Walsh, President of Wellesley College. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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Reflections on Walden 

"/ learned this, at least, by my experiment" 

When I wrote the following pages, or rather the bulk of them, I lived alone, in the woods, a 
mile from any neighbor, in a house which I had built myself, on the shore of Walden Pond, 
in Concord, Massachusetts, and earned my living by the labor of my hands only. I lived 
there two years and two months (Walden, p. 3). 

With these words, Henry David Thoreau began the tale of his experiment of simple living at Walden 
Pond. Over the course of the next three hundred-odd pages, Thoreau outlined his philosophy of life, 
politics, and nature, laying the foundation for a sec ure place in the canon of great American writers. 
Although Walden enjoyed only moderate success in Thoreau's lifetime, his experiment in the wilderness 
would spark considerable interest in the years to come. The book has inspired other young peopl e to 
follow his example and retire to a lonely spot-even if only in imagination~to ponder the world and their 
place in it. Thoreau's words expressed the concerns of many of his contemporaries as industrialization 
and war permanently altered the world ar ound them, just as they struck a chord in a generation of young 
people in the 1960s and 1970s who opposed the modern military-industrial complex and sought peace 
and simplicity in their lives. For many, Walden served as a touchstone. 

In the years following Thoreau's death in 1862, his sister and his friends undertook the responsibility of 
editing his work. Posthumous editions of his previously unpublished or partially published works were 
produced by Ticknor & Fields and Houghton Mifflin, and articles about Thoreau and reviews of his 
writings appeared in newspapers and magazines. Thoreau's life and work have continued to provoke and 
inspire, and there are almost as many different opinions as there are readers. Which view of Thor eau is 
most accurate: The dour hermit of Walden Woods? The environmental guru? The anti-slavery crusac^^ 

J 

The irresponsible layabout? The pacifist? The pantheist? The prophet? None suffices to represenUA^W^ f \ 
Thoreau by itself; all find support in Wal den. \K\ \ ^ (\V 

THOREAU'S L I F E AT WALDEN POND ^ 

In late March 1845 Thoreau went to Walden Pond, a sixty-two acre body of water, a few miles from his 
parents' home in Concord, Massachusetts, and selected a spot to build a cabin. The site he pi eked was 
on land belonging to his close friend Ralph Waldo Emerson; he and Emerson had already discussed 
Thoreau's plan to live on the land which Emerson had recently purchased. By July 4th of that same year, 
the cabin was substantially complete and Thor eau moved to the pond. The experiment had begun. 

/ went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of 
life, and see i f I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover 
that I had not lived (Walden, p. 90). 

He also went to the pond to work on a book that was to be a memorial tribute to his older brother John, 
who had died three years earlier of lockjaw. The narrative frame of the story is provided by a boat trip 
the brothers had taken in 1839, but there are many philosophical digressions. This work, A Week on the 
Concord and Merrimack Rivers, was Thoreau's first published book. 

At Walden, Thoreau worked diligently on A Week, but he also explored Walden Woods and recorded his 
observations on nature in his journal. He entertained visitors and made regular trips to town; friends and 
neighbors began to inquire about his life at the pond. What did he do all day? How did he make a living? 
Did he get lonely? What if he got sick? He began collecting material to write lectures for his curious 
townsmen, and he delivered two at the Concord Lyceum, on February 10 and 17 , 1847. By the time he 
left the pond on September 6, 1847, he had combined his lectures on life at Walden with more notes 
from his journal to produce the first draft of a book which he hoped to publish shortly afterWeek. 
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A Week was published in 1849, with a note at the back announcing the imminent publication of Walden; 
or, Life in the Woods. A Week was not well received by the public, however, and only two hundred 
copies of it sold in the first f ew years after its publication. Thoreau financed the volume himself When 
publisher James Munroe returned the unsold copies to him in 1853, Thoreau wrote in a journal entry for 
October 28, 1853, "1 have now a library of nearly 900 volumes over 700 of wh ich I wrote myself--." 

Considering the failure of A Week, publishers were not enthusiastic about Walden, and plans for its 
publication were postponed. Over the next five years, through seven drafts, Walden evolved from a 
sometimes shrill justification o f Thoreau's unorthodox lifestyle into a complex, multi-layered account of . 
a spiritual journey. 

/ wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life (Walden, p. 91). 

WALDEISTS RECEPTION AND THOREAU'S REPUTATION 

Walden was published on August 9, 1854. Two thousand copies were printed, selling for $1 each. Unlike 
Thoreau's first book, Walden enjoyed moderate success from the first, and it continued to sell reasonably 
well after Thoreau's death i n 1862. But in the 1870s and 1880s, critics attacked Thoreau's character and 
style of life, accusing him of crankiness and irresponsibility. 

In the 1890s a group of admirers who had not known Thoreau personally but who had been affected by 
his writings began actively to promote him. One of the first substantial biographies of Thoreau was 
published by an Englishman, Henry Salt, in 1890. Walden was reprinted several times in both America 
and England during the second half of the nineteenth century. In 1893 and then 1906, relatively 
complete editions of Thoreau's writings were published, increasing the accessibility of his work and i 
ncreasing his general popularity. 

Beginning in the 1930s, interest in Thoreau began to rise markedly. Henry Seidel Canby's 1939 
biography, Thoreau, reached the best-seller lists. In July 1941, the Thoreau Society of America was 
founded at a meeting in Concord. Still active today, the Thoreau Society's purpose is "to honor Henry 
David Thoreau, to stimulate interest in his life, works, and philosophy, to coordinate research in his life 
and w ritings, and to act as a repository for Thoreauviana and articles of memorabilia relevant to Henry 
David Thoreau and his times." 

Thoreau's popularity continued: six editions of Walden were published in 1948, eleven in 1958, and 
twenty-three in 1968, along with many editions of his other works. In 1966, a project to edit and publish 
all of Thoreau's writings was undertake n by a group of scholars under the sponsorship ofthe National 
Endowment for the Humanities and published by Princeton University Press. In 1983, that project, The 
Writing s of Henry D. Thoreau, moved to the Davidson Library at the University of Califomia, Santa 
Barbara under the direction of its Editor-in-Chief, Elizabeth Hall Witherell. The project has published 
twelve of its projected thirty-volume series. The Princeton Edition of Walden was published in 1971. 

/ learned this, at least, by my experiment; that i f one advances confidently in the direction of 
his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will meet with a 
success unexpected in common hours. He will put some things behind, will pass an invisible 
boundary; new, universal, and more liberal laws will begin to establish themselves around 
and within him; or the old laws be expanded, and interpreted in his favor in a more liberal 
sense, and he will live with the license of a high er order of beings. In proportion as he 
simplifies his life, the laws of the universe will appear less complex, and solitude will not be 
solitude, nor poverty poverty, nor weakness weakness. I f you have built castles in the air, 
your work need not be lo st; that is where they should be. Now put the foundations under 
them (Walden, pp. 323- 324). 

WALDEN POND AND WALDEN WOODS TODAY 
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"I tlninlc tha t each town should have a park, 

o r rather a primibve forest, o f five hundred o r a thousand acres, 

e i ther in one body o r several, where a stick should never be cu t fo r fue l , 

nor fo r the navtj, nor t o makr. wagons, but s tand and deo^y fo r hie)ier use,s 

- a common possession forever, fo r instrucbon and recreation. 

n Wood might have been reser"ved, 

with Walden in the midst o f i t . . . " 

-ThoreauX'^jW FriiUs 
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4 
4. 

r V e assemble today in Walden Woods to celebrate 

an impor tan t milestone in ou rongo ine ,e f f o r t 5 to 

preserve ou r cul tural and literary history. Tod.'5y, 

the world's most comprehensive research collecbon 

wnt ten bi i and abou t Hena j David Thoreau comes 

home to Walden Woods. 

The wnting,s o f T h o r e a u cont inue to exer t a 

p ro found influence on people around the wor ld. His 

i n s i s t s on f indingspintual renewal through communion 

with nature, his impassioned call f o r the preservat ion 

o f o u r natural resources, his compielling plea for human 

rights-all these cont inue t o inform and inspire. 

The Walden Woods Project initially focused 

attent ion on preserving the fand surroundingWalden 

Pond, the we l l sp r i ngo f inspirat ion f o r Thoreau . 

D u n n g the past e i ^ t years, the Project has enjoyed 

t remendous success, havingpreser \ 'ed ninety-six 

historically significant, envinonmentaliy sensitive acres, 

includingthe site o f the Thoreau Institute. 

Preserving land is critically important, b u t o f ecjual 

impor tance is educa t i ng p)eople t o apprec ia te our 

environment. So , in add i t i on t o p ro tec t i ngTho reaus 

trea.sured woods, we have establ ished an insbtution 

tha t has consol idated scattered and irreplaceable 

col lecbons o f Thoreau-re la ted material in a single, 

p ro tec ted environment, and we have begun t o p u t 

in p lace educat ional programs and tcchnologc^al 

infn^structures that will disseminate Thoreau's works 

and wisdom worldwide. 

Like Thoreau, I t o o "have e,reat fai th in a seed." 

I ho ld the unshakable belief tha t the seeds we are 

p lant inghere t o d a y - s e e d s that, in a very real sense, 

Tlnoreau passed a t i n g t o us-wi l l bear nour ishing f ru i t 

f o r us and fo r fu ture generations. It is an encou ragng 

prospect , hiere, f rom Thoreau's home place, f rom the 

very g round he walked upon and studied so careful ly 

and loved so d e a r k j - f r o m this local y e t universal place, 

the seeds he p lanted more than one hundred and f i f t y 

years ago ^vill be dispersed far and wide. 

.As we prepare t o embark on the next millennium, 

the Thoreau Institute stands as an endunngtes tament 

t o o u r s teadfas t commitment to preserve our historxj 

and ou r natural resources—for ourselves, certainly, bu t 

more impor tant ly f o r those who will fo l low us. Tothe 
many people who have joined us in this labor o f love, wc 

thank y o u and welcome y o u t o the Thoreau Insti tute. 

Founder, Thoreau Institute and 

Walden SVoods Project 
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The Thoreau Institute • Lincoln, Massachusetts • June ^, 15̂ 5̂^ 

T 
[he 
] he board and s ta f f o f the Walden Woods 

Prefect and the Thoreau Society welcome y o u to 

thc openine,ceremonies o f the Thoreau Insbtutc. 

The Insbtutc, a j o i n t endeavor o f the two 

organizabons. is an educat ion center designed t o 

widen public appreciation o f the liune,idc-.-).-=) o f 1- lenr 

David Thoreau by providine,a research l ibrary, 

electroniai l ly accessible mcA\3 center, and prog-im.-s 

fo r tc-.ichers, students, scholars, and the public. 

Menri^ David Thoreau C1<?I7-I5PZ) exe r ted ,i 

p r o f o u n d .vind enduring; in f luence on A m e n c i n 

penment in liMne, 

an 

though^ and letters, t'lis famous ex 

lose to na^ul"e and his ecjually famous n:e,iit mjai l 

for con.sc.ienbous refusal to s u p p o r t a war he f ound 

unjust -expressed for all time in Waldc-n and "G'vi'l 

DisoL->edience"-resonate today . 

ThoreaLi s elevation o f the individu.^il spir i t over 

conformism, his steadfast oppos ibon to slavery and 

the forcc;s cjf oppression, and his prophet ic call f o r 

the c:vc and perpetuation o f our irreplaceable natural 

env i ronmentgve us abundan t reason to h o n o r him, 

study his work, and pu t his ideas into pract ice. 

Walden Woods was Thoreau 's labora to r i j 

as he evolved his concept o f land conservat ion, a . " {; 

corners tone o f modern ecological science a n d , 

an inspi ra t ion t o generat ions o f na tu ra l i s ts -most 

no tab ly , perhaps , J o h n Muir, t hc champion o f 

nat ional p a r k s . In >v'a/i;f£n Thoreau called fo r t he 

" ton ic o f wi ldness " t o ref resh humanity, and he 

enlarged u p o n this vision in subsecjuent works. In 

his late natural history wnbngs, Thoreau pioneered 

areas o f research that are fundamenta l t o modern 

b io log i j and evolut ionar i j eco logy . 

whi le a t Walden Thoreau d ra f t ed his essaq on 

passive resist i ince, "Civil Disobedience, ' ' which 

inf luenced histonc leaders and social phi losophers 

from Leo Tolstoy to Mohandas Gandhi, f rom J o h n T'. 

Kennedq to Marbn Luther King, Jr. The pnnciples 

Thoreau set f o r t h laid the foundat ion fo r cardinal 

historic events o f our bmc, including India's s t r u ^ e 

fp r independence, the American civil ri^ts moN-ement, 

Sou th A fnca 's ant iapar the id victorLj, and ch inas 

Tiananmen Scjuarc demonstrabon fo r democracy. 

Thoreau's urgent concerns are ours. He spieaks t o 

i is with p n n d p l c and clanty abou t the crib'cal issues we 

s b - u ^ e . w i t h today. ,As a new and challenging century 

unfo lds, t h e Thoreau Insti tute is prepared to carry his 

• ivygriis,'- ideas, and e i ^ u n n g ^ ^ a m p k to a widening 

Sf iSau^ience o f g j o b a l c i t i z e n s : ' - ' ' f ^ f ^ ? 

•'%.•::- ';Sv::?:;"f:̂  ^:^•'>!^.V:î Vi•'•'••4'• ' J 
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In all my rambles ! have seen no landscape 

which can make mc forget Fair Haven. 1 still si t o n its 

c l i f f in a new s p n n g d a y &• look over the awakening 

wocxJs &• the nycx-,^'hear t f ie n s ing wit l i 

t he saine d i ^ i gh tas ever-f^'lt is as sweet a mystery 

t o mc as ever what this wor ld i s -Wi ld Fair Haven 

lake in t h e S b u t h with its pine covered island & its 

m e a d o w s - t h c hickories pu t t ing o u t f resh y o u n g 

yellowish l eaves -and the oaks light ereyish ones 

while this oven bird thrums his sawyer-l ike strain & thc 

chewink rustles t h r o u ^ the d ry leaves o r repeats his 

j i ne je o n a t r e e t o p t h e w o o d t h r t i s h , t h c g c n i u s of 

the wood, whistles for thc first time his clear &• thri l l ing 

strain - It sounds as it d id the f i rst time I heard i t . . . " 

- T h o r e a u , ^)ou,rnaL. May 15^0 

Protecting Walden Woods 
- a chronology 

place and phi losophy, land and l i terature come 

together in historic Walden Woods -Thoreau 's spintual 

wel lspnngand the birthplace o f Amenca is conservation 

movement. For peop le a round the wor ld , Walden 

continues to evince creativity, spirituality, and harmony 

with nature. Yet even before Thoreau's lifetime, this 

historic wood land was no t f ree f rom encroachment. 

L344-_A new rallw.^y sliced past the V'arA, K.iulinglnro.wx-xl 

from Walden Woods to distant marlcets. 

lASOs-.Amusements and conclusions at thc pond stressed 

tke ecosystem further. 

l j '2Z-Mas5achu6ett3 created the Walden Pond State RescrA'ation, 

reclaiming the acreage immcdiatelLj su i round ingthc pcmd. 

lOj-^-li- ie Route 2 hiE4iwaij sectioned o f f the noi-themmost: 

part o f thc woods. 

andscac 1^30s-While port ions o f Walden WocxJs' 2.,o^O acres were 

protected by the towns o f Concord and Uncoin, local 

land conservation trusts, and the Commonwealth o f 

Massachusetts, large tracts o f woodland remained 

vulnerable t o development. 

l:?S7-5ear Garden hiill, a pristine locale onlcj half a mile from 

Walden Kbnd, was targeted to become a l>p-Linit 

condominium complex. 

l^d?- Bristcr's Hill, an li!-acre site where today's environmental 

movement toaV roo t with Thore.nu s study o f forest 

succession, was slated t o h>ccomc home to a \-Y7.000 

scjuare f oo t o f f ice bui ld ingand a JOO-cargarage. 

1 9 ^ - T h e Walden Wcxxjs Pi-oject was founded as a direct 

• resp)on.se to the.se threats. With the assistance o f another 

no t - fo r -p ro f i t organization, the Trust for Public Land, the 

Project embarked on a mission t o accjuire these endangered 

. ";:v-'sites and hold them in permanent consenat ion. 

j^^ lVV^Iden Wpc)ds Project acquired 5car Cardcn Hill (25 acres). 

. 1^2-Walden Wc)CKis Project acquired 5oi l ingSpnngsi te 

y i f ^ ^ i c s ) . mentioined o f ten by Thc)re;iu. adjacent 

• • - • ' • • '^ tobcarCardenHl l l . 

, . „ l^ ;^Vyalden Woods Project acquired 5ns ters Hill (15 acres). 

•••••j^^.^y^Jden Woods P rcyx t acquired Beech Gro\'e site 

• ' ' ^ ^ ' ( i s ' ac res - the loca t i ono f the l ' ho reau las t i t u te ) , 

'̂  ' .yts^i^icer/tito the historic Beech Spnng mentioned 

t h r o u ^ o u t Thoreau's joumal . 

lO^S-The National Endowment fo r the Humanities awarded a 

substantial Challenge Grant t o the Thoreau Institute, 

levcraejng fund raising c jmpaieps for construct ion and 

p r a g ^ m development, as well as t o establish an endowment 

l ^^_Walden Woods Project acquired Fair Haven Hill site 

(IO acres); a f ter Walden f^ond. Fair Haven Hill is perhaps 

the most s i ^ i f i c a n t Thoreau-related site in 0)ncx5rd. 

1^7-The Thore.au Institute launched its cducatic^n programs 

in land stewardship. 

June 7. IJJ^'^S-Official op<;ningof the Thore.iJu Institute. 
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Mitchcila 

" i f the day and the night are such t h a t y o u ^ e e t 

them with joy, and life emits a f r agance like f lowers 

and sweet-.scented herbs, is more elastic, more s ta rn j , 

more immor ta l , - tha t is y o u r success. All nature is 

yourconera tu la t ion , and you have cause momentarily 

t o bless Ljoursclf. '' 

-Thoreau, WaLcLcn 

The Thoreau Institute and Its Environs 
Located less than a mile from Walden Pond, the 

ThoreTU Institute grounds and suiToundine,conser­

vat ion land are an integral par t o f Walden Woods ' 

extensive nehvork o f trails, which are f rex:|uently used 

by hikers, researchers, and those simplq fo l lowingin 

Tnoreau's foo ts teps . The Walden Woods Project 

acquired this land in l>'>'+ because o f its histoncal 

and environmental signihcance. 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e Prc)per tL) 

The Institute p roper ty was one o f Thoreau 's prime 

bc r ry inggrounds . DunngThoreau 's lifetime the land 

was owned by J a c o b 5aker , who lived at the entrance 

t o the road now called 5aker Farm. As a youngster 

Thoreau came each year t o pick the huckleberr ies 

and blueberr ies which, t o this day, are the prevailing, 

undershrub in the surrounding woodlands: ''I remember 

^ t h e n n g t e n quar ts [ o f b luebemes] in two hours," he 

wrote , "f i l l inga f lour kit . . . some thir ty years ago, 

where now there is a thick and high wood. " 

Th roughou t his life Thoreau came back to the area 

ncTwoccupi ed by the Institute, sometimes to take in the 

view f rom Pine Hill t cward Flint's Pond to the east and 

Walden Pond t o the west, other times to ga ther berr ies 

and nuts, o r again t o s tudy the flora and fauna. He 

visited most o f t e n du r i ng the ai^tumn months, thc 

time when he went ' 'a-nutt ing." 

His interest in these g rounds rose considerably 

when, on January 5,1550, he ' 'discovered," as he 

termed it, thc "small grove o f beeches . . . between 

Walden and Flint's Ponds, s t a n d i n g b q a l itt le run 

which at length makes its way throuejn Jacob baker 's 

meadow and a deep broad d i tch which he has d u g , 

and empt ied into the nver" 

He was a f requent caller f rom then o n , fo r the 

once-plenb'ful beech was "a tree whi c h h a s almost 

d isappeared from Conco rd woods. " A s he wrote in 

WalAcn. •'Instead o f call ing on some scholar, I paid 

many a visit to part icular trees, o f k inds which are 

rare in this neig,hborhood, s tand ing far away in the 

middle o f some pasture, o r in the d e p t h s o f a wood o r 

swamp, o r on a h i l l - top; such as . . . the beech, which 

has so neat a bole and beaut i fu l ly l ichen-painted, 

per fec t in all its detai ls, o f which, except ing scattered 

specimens, I know b u t one small e,rove o f sizeable trees 

lef t in the township, supposed by some t o have been 

p lanted by the pigeons tha t were once bai ted with 

beech nuts near by . . . . ' ' 

Thoreau's small beech grove occupies a par t 

o f today 's Insti tute g rounds . A t its f oo t , a few feet 

f rom ou r southern boundary , is 5eech S p r i n g which 

Thoreau pcricxlically visited and cleaned: "Cleared ou t 

the 5eech S p r i n g which is a cop ious one," he wrote. 

"So I havc done some service, t h o u ^ it was a wet and 

muddy j o b . . . . Now that wanner days make thc traveller 

thirsty, this become-s an impor tant work." 

Jus t upstream f rom Beech S p n n g is the remnant 

o f what Thoreau called 5 a k e r s Pool, the b a c k u p o f a 

man-made dam on the "small run " f lowing down the 

valley ei ist o f t h e Institute. Here and elsewhere on what 

••',.̂ v-.>-. 

clematis 
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are. now thc Insti tute g ' ounds , Thoreau found rare 

p lants, sometimes ones that even he cou ld no t 

ident i fy . ("What is t ha t p lant in Baker's Pool, with 

sessile spatu la te leaves t cx j t hcd a t the end, now 

fou r o r five inches high?") 

The beech grove furn ished a stnkine,encounter 

on June 12,15^2. Thoreau had walked from his home 

on Main Street in Conco rd t o Bear Garden Hill, Walden 

Pond, and Pine t i i l l , where he "d is turbed a par tndgc & 

her brood" ; then he walked down t o where the Institute 

now stands t o check u p on the beech tree_s and . in 

part icular, a hawk's nest. Thoreau st-.ited m his lournai 

t h a t a " young hawk was pierched now foLir or live feet 

above the nest," tha t the mother would not go to the 

nestwhile he was in s i ^ t , and tha tshe ''pursues me half 
a mile when I withdraw." 

Interest in^y, an Amencan goshawk has been 

ncs t ingon lns t i tu teg"ounds since the site was 

acquired in 195'+. Goshawks return each ye;ir to the 

place where they were bo rn , and they vigorouski 

p ro tec t their nesbngsp>ots. Q u i t e possibly, it was a 

f o r c m o t h e r o f ' 'our" goshawk who pursued Thoreau 

o f f this site tha t summer a f t e m o o n almost one 

hundred and fo r t y years ago. 

The Education Center -

Si tua ted on c i ^ t c e n acres o f consei"vation 

land, t hc Tho reau Inst i tute consists of two 

structures—thc Educat ion Center and the newly 

cons t ruc ted Research Center. 

The Educat ion Center houses the administrative 

of f ices o f t h e Thoreau Institute, Walden Wc)ods Project, 

and Thoreau Sodet i j , as well as conference and seminar 

rooms f o r the Institute's educat ion programs and 

residence facilitie_s fo r visiting scholars and teachers. 

The estate, constructed in l^O^, was modeled a f te r an 

old manor in Norfolk, E n ^ a n d , by the architect, Julian 

Ingersoll Chamberlain. Known as Middle_iej«; Meadows, 

it served as thc residence o f Lincoln's socially prominent 

huntsman and author , Alexander Henry H i ^ i n s o n . 

Its g rounds , the former Jacob Baker Farm, were 

purchased fo r him by his father, M,-i|or l^lenry Lee 

H i ^ n s o n , banker, founder o f the Boston Symphony 

Orches t r a , and a relative o f Thomas Wentwor th 

H i ^ n s o n , aWi t i on i s t pastor and fnend o f Thoreau. 

Chcckcrbcn y .>mtLic£.na aaceiiu^st̂  Sarsparilb pa 
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The Research Center 

.-V.ross the cour tyard f rom the L.duoTtion 0 : n t e r 

IS the Research Center , a new two-level structLjrc 

built into the hillside and housing;the Library and 

Media Center. Designed by James S. Thomas o f 

the Bos ton architectural hrm o f Gantcviume and 

McMul lcn, the bu i ld ing incorpora tes .•id'.vinced 

technoloe,ies to SLippx:>rt archival preserv.'itkjn . ind 

communications networking. 

The Kc:s<'arch Center contains a n(.:incircul. irin>; 

collection o f historic material—more than 20.OO0 

\'C)lume5 and ar t i fac ts p reserved in a precisely 

control led . i tmosphere and pro tec ted bu sophisb-

O-ited fire-respxjnse and secunti ] sqstcms. 

The mam flcxjr also contains off ices, t he Henley 
1 , _ . 11 .1 . . I . . Librar i i . and s u p p o r t spaces, all desi t^nrd to 

compiement the 
jpport spaces, all designee 

the historic Cducabon <• 

accommodat ing s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t bui lding >nstems. 

Environmentalltj Responsible Construction 

In col laborat ion with the designers and buildere, 

the directors o f the SValden Woods Project planned the 

Research Center as an cnvironmenLj l iy responsible 

structure that would bo th pract ice and demonstrate 

techniques fo r minimizingcnvironmenti l imp. ic t -our 

pnmary cr i ter ion. We built with susti i inabic resources 

and worked with cont rac tors and suppliers who follow 

ecologically .sound pract ices. For example, thc intenor 

millwork and furn i ture are ash and chern.] purchased 

from companies pract ic ing sustainable ( ore.srry 

techniques venhed by Scientific: Cert i f icat ion Systems, 

an independent cert i f ier. Rugs and carpets are wool , 

which is nontox ic t o paper and humans, as well as be ing 

the ult imate renewable resource. Paints used are water -

based with the lowest toxic emissions available. 

Add ibonal examples: 

• Granite displaced during excavation was reu.sed to face 
thc foundation of the buildingand the fireplace in the 
t.xccutae Directors office. 

• Three white pines harvested to accommodate the new 
structure were used to make the floor in the Henley U'brary. 

• Our decision to use copper for the Research Center roof 
eiiminiites dependence on conventional roof replacement, 
which is nece5,sary every ten to twentt) ye;irs. 

• The air-condib'oningsystem that protects the collection was 
designed to accommodate the only known non-ozone-depicting 
rcfngerant. Outside air is employed for ccxiline,when the 
temperature falls belcw threshold. 

• electrical components and l i f t i n g .systems, mantj with motion 
detectors anci b'merSj have advanced energu- saving and 
LJV-protective features;..,..'.;.'•.:•. 

In t hc words 'p f - f je^arch^ "The results o f 

this e f f o r t will Kavea lasb'necrfect on the desieners, 

contractors, and' i ranufet torersrnvolved T h r o u ^ the 

tenacity o f the Thoreai j lnst i tute^s d^ wc have 

learned that the rnarkctpla'eeAvill respond to consumer 

demand for environmentally;PCsponsibtc building. 

Those of us involved in this projettwill carry winat we 

havc leamed to thc next project, energized wiiJn the 

possibilities, and in time we believe the^'effect of tHc; ,. 

Institute's Research Center will be significant." ' :x 

•''.Sii-ij:̂ .-
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"As my br icks had been in a chimney be fo re . . . 

I pickexl o u t as manq f ' re-p lace bricks as I cou ld f i nd , 

t o save work a nd waste, and I hlled the spaces between 

thc br icks abou t thc f i re-p lace with stones f rom the 

pond shore, and also made my mortar with the white 

sand frcim the same place.'' 

-Thoreau, wuLLin 

A Pitting Eoundation 
Readers o f uln/^^i;) i.\Mll remember that Thore; ju 

paid f ou r dol lars in 15+5 to buy one t housand 

secondhand bncks to be used in bui lding the chimney 

o f his house by the ocjnd. when local archaeolog'st 

and Thoreau enthusiast Roland Robbins excavated 

the site o f Thoreaus house in 1 9 + 5 - h e uncovered 

numerous ar t i fac ts , including^five intact chimney 

bncks. In l^o-f Robbins pre_scnted one o f those bricks, 

together with o ther matenals from the house, to Walter 

Ha rd i ng wor ld - renowned Thoreau scholar and thc 

found ing secretary o f t h e l"horeau Society. Sp>eaking 

on behal f o f his fellow Thoreauvians, Robbins s ta ted : 

"It was a small tnbu te fo r our indebtedness t o y o u 

fo r t he years o f ded icahon and dil igent s tudy t h a t 

y o u have g'ven t o pursu ing any clue, any lead, and 

any source tha t s u ^ c s t e d any possibility o f revealing 

new knowledge, o r a be t te r unders tand ing o f o ld 

knowledge,- o n Henry D. Thoreau." 

• I t is f i t t ine,that this br ick and a foundat ion s tone, 

bo th held by T l io reau and bo th associated with two 

ma or donors to the Institute col lect ion, Ha rd i ngand 

Robbins. should seiAe as the fot indat ibn stones ofthe 
new s t ruc tu re , jus t as Thoreau's wnbngs and legacy 

are the foundat ion o f the research col lecbon. 
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The Henlet) Library 
The Tho reau Society, by a resolution o f its Board 

o f Di rectors expressing apprcciati 'on for D o n Henley's 

vision and un t i r ing suppo r t , encouraged the Walden 

Woods Prefect t o name the Library in his honor . 

The Carved Panels 

.Among thc dist inctive feat i j res o f the I ienley 

Librarq and E.xecutive Director 's o f f i ce are'eight 

wooden panels, each beanng the btic o f a Thoreau 

bcxjk or CBsaij, and havinga plant centni l to eacn 

work carved on side o f each panel. 

.Above the d o o r o f the o f f i ce is the £.vci< ):SV<:H.S 

panel with wi ld-apple blossoms, o f which Thoreau 

wrote in "Wild App les , " an essay in E-YCUKIOLS, 'The 

flciwers o f the app le are perhaps thc most beaubfu l 

o f ani] tree's, so cop ious and delicious to bo th sight 

and .scent. The walker is frequent ly tempted to turn 

and line,er near some more than usually handsome 

one, wfiose blossoms are two-thirds cjxpanded. t low 

supenor it is in these respects t o the pear, whose 

blossoms are neither co lored nor f ragrant ! " 

The title yValdcn above thc main dcx j r o f the 

Libraiy (south wall) is f lanked by a c a n i n g o f wild-holly 

hemes , po in t ing t o thc sentence in Thoreau's most 

famous book , "Sometimes 1 rambled . . . t o s w a m p s . . . 

where . . . t he wi ld-hol ly berries make the beho lder 

fo rget his home with thei r beauty, and he is dazzled 

and tempted by nameless o ther wild fo rb idden f ru i ts , 

t o o fair f o r morta l taste." 

The sou th wall also bears thc title Cape- Ccd with a 

ca rv ingo f t ho rn apples, o f which Thoreau says in tha t 

book , " j l i e 'Dah i ras tn im^-nmom.or thorn -app le , was in 

ful l b loom a long the beach; and, at sight o f this 

cosmopoli te, this Capta in Cook^among plants, carried 

in bal last all over t h e wor ld , 1 fe l t as if I were on the 

highway o f nations." 

In addi t ion, thc south wall features a "Walking" 

panel with a c a r \ i n g o f a dwar f andromeda, abou t 

which Thoreau says in tha t essay, "I denve more o f 

my SLibsistencc f rom the swamps which sur round my 

native town than f rom the cult ivated gardens in the 

villag,e. There arc no nchcr par ter res t o my eyes than 

the dense beds o f dwar f andromeda casscv idm 

calijcuLUa. which cover these tender places on 

the earth's surface." 

The north wall has two carved panels, "Civil 

Di.sobedience" and ih^MaLneAVcods. 

A representation o f thc white water lily frames "Gvil 

Disobedience," f o r a l t h o u ^ no plant name is used in 

that work, Thoreau invokes this plant's symbolism at 

the conclusion o f another reform essay, "Slavery in 

Massachuset ts" : " Bu t it chanced thc o ther day that I 

scented a white water-lily, and a sea.son I had waited for 

had amved. It is the emblem o f pur i ty. It bursts up so 

pure and fair t o the eye, and so sweet t o the scent, as 

if t o show us what pur i ty and sweetness reside in, and 

can bc extracted f rom, thc slime and muck o f ear th . " 

A whi te-p ine bough graces t h e panel f o r xhc 

j ^ u u n c Woods, the b o o k where Tho reau wrote, "The 

v^oods were as fresh and full o f vegetable life as a lichen 

in wet weather, and conta ined many interest ing plants; 

bu t unless they arc o f whi te pine, they are t reated with 

as little respect here as a mildew, and in the o ther case 

they are only the more quickly cu t down when at 

length I saw the t ops o f the pines wavi'ngand ref lect ing 

the light at a distance high over aii thc rest o f thc forest, 

I realized that the former were not the h i ^ e ^ t use o f thc 

pine. It 15 not their bones or hide or tallow that I love 

5uttonbush 
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most. It is thc l ivingspint o f t hc t ree, no t its spir i t o f 

t i j tpent ine. with which I sympathize, and which heals 

my cuts. It is .^s immortal as I am, and perchance will g o 

t o as h i ^ a heaven, there t o t owe rabove me sti l l ." 

On the east wall are panels for the JoumaL and 

A Wci-Xon ii-icu-niccrdaiviMcnrt-nmckldycrs. 

The plant asscx:iated with A Wickon d\c cmicord 

( n u l M c r n m a c k uvc rs is t h c bu l rush CAmencan 

c-jttail), which Thoreau uses a t the b e g n n i n g a n d end 

o f the book: 'So with a vigorous shove wc launched 

our boat from the bank, while the flags and bulrushes 

cur tseyed a God-speed , and d r o p p e d silently down 

the stream . . . . [Nowl , far in the even ing ou r boa t 

was e,rabng.ggainst thc bulrushes o f its native por t , 

and its keel recognized the C o n c o r d mud, where 

some semblance o f its out l ine was still preserved in 

the f lat tened flac,3 which had scarce i j c t erected 

themselves since our depa r tu re . . . . ' ' 

Thore-:iu mentions t housands o f p lan t species 

in his massive ^iou)-nal, b u t he expressed a spjccial 

a t t rac t ion to thc f e m known as p o l y p o d y , as in this 

passage o f November 2,155/: "The bare out l ine o f 

thc po l ypody thnl ls mc st rangely . It is a s t range t y p e 

which I cannot read. It on ly p iques mc. Simple as it is, 

t is as strange as an Or i en ta l charac ter . It is qui te 

ndcpcndcn t o f my race, a n d o f t h e Indian, and all 

nk ind. It is a fabu lous , mytho log 'ca l f o rm, such 

as prevailed when the e a r t h and air a n d water were 

inhabi ted by those ext inct fossi l c rea tures tha t we 

f i nd . It is contemporary wi th them, a n d a f f ec t s as 

thes ig ,h to f them." 

I 

i 

ma 

Appl<: ftlc 
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vhitc: C i i h o s h 

"The frontiers are not east o r west, no r th o r south . 

hut wherever a man f ronts a fact . " 

-Tho reau 

.-I yvixk Oi tli& Concord and .Mcrmr\ac.k nivcrs 

The Compass Rose, 
set in the middle c;f the ^e..^ding-room t i b l e in the I Ir-nieij 

LibrarLi. is a tnbute to Thore<'3u in his role , is ,1 sur-vei.(C)r. 

r'ashioned bi.) Thos. Moser Cabinetmakers or Portf ' inci 

Maine, f I'om the w o o d o f twentq-s ix separate specifv.s 

o f tropical trees, it is .-in unusual instancc o f . i r t wrested 

from na i l l re's furq. 

.•\ hurr icane tha t devas ta ted s o u t h p lor id / i in 

.Auejusr LV2 'e lied some l,200 trees, many o f them rare, 

at Faii'c hild Tro pical Garden in Miami. The G. i rden s 

re.searcn director. Dr. Jack Pisher, promptly led a s.Tlvat;e 

e f f o r t ro collect .md ident i fu woods and dishnbute them 

to scientific oiganizat ions inter-nabonal ly with suppcjr t 

f rom the Nation.il Science founda t i on . S.'imples o f the 

woods were dona ted t o thc Moser c ra f tspeop le for 

use in the compass rose, including 

rare and unusual species such as 

Bahamian blackwcxjd and West 

Indian mahogany. Happi ly , 

rairchild Tropical Garden los t no 

species to the storm and has 

since strengthened its col lect ion 

with new acquisitions. 

The Vivian Dunn Chandelier, 
o f h a n d - w r o u ^ t iron, carved oak, black cherry, and^ass , 

is a s tudy in cont ras t ing theme_s—thc geometric against 

the pastora l , the technologcal a ^ i n s t the elementally , 

simple, t he structural .against the wild o r chaotic. 

The Bronze Desk Medallions, 
on the f r o n t o f each desk in the Research Center, were 

created and dona ted bi.| Michael Clancy. glass art ist , o f 

Rehobo th , Massachusetts. Bark, f em , f lowers, leaves 

and an (.x;casion.al bugare composed as if in a natural 

se tbngand cast in bronze, burning thc ongna l form in 

the process. Each composit ion is unique and composed 

o f discoveries f rom the f loor o f Walden Woods. 

The Walden Woods Carpets, 
h a n d - k n o t t e d by Mansour, were inspired by a walk t o 

the Beech Spnne,in autumn. The sun-dapp led forest 

f loor was l i t tered with fallen leaves of maple and oak, 

the holly berr ies ripe, the pine cones full and op?en, 

thc ferns ly ing down a t the end o f their season. 

The slate Tablet, 
inlaid on the mantel ofthe fireplace 

in the E-Kccubvc Director's office, is 

hand-carved with thc last two lines of 

Thoreau s poem "Smoke," from the 

"tiouse-Warming" chapter Walden: 

C>o thou my incense upward from this hear th , 

.And ask t h e g c d s to pardon this clear flame. 
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"Sir Walter R a l c i ^ m i ^ t well bc s tud ied, if only fo r 

the excellence o f his style, f o r he is remarkable in the 

midst cjf SCO many masters. There is a natural emphasis 

in his style, like a man's t read , and a b rea th ingspace 

bctv,cen the sentences, which the best o f m o d e m 

writingdc7<^s not fornish. His chaptei 's are like English 

parks , o r say rather like a Western forest , where the 

larger growth keeps down the unde rwood , and one 

mai-i nde on horseback through the openings." 

- T h o r e a u , "Sir Walter Raleigh" 

The Research Collections 
The Institute houses a comprehensive col lection 

o f research matenals relat ing t o Thoreau's wnbngs. life, 

bmes, and contemporanes, as well as matenals relabng 

t o present -daq environmental and human n ^ t s issues. 

This invaluable research co l lect ion is now b rough t 

toe;ether and housed in a single, p ro tec ted environment 

fo r the first time, available by appo in tment t o scholars, 

teachers, and students. Among i t s most valuable books 

and art.ifacts, thc col lect ion includes the fol lowing: 

• Orig 'nal Manu.scnptof Thoreau's lecture/essay 

' Sir Walter Kaleigh-' (Concxxd, Massachusetts, LS+J). 

Collection o f the Walden VVcxxls Project 

This early manuscript d r a f t precedes thc 

publ icat ion o f Thoreau's f i rs t b o o k by six years and 

is an important example o f his eady wnt ing. A l t h o u ^ 

Thoreau lectured on the English cour t ie r and au thor 

in 1(3+5 and apparent ly p repared this manuscnpt for 

'ubliciit ion in TIIC Dial-, this discourse on R i i l e i ^ ' s 

fc and wntings was not publ ished until \90^. O f real 

significance are the multitude o f corrections, delebons, 

and addit ions to the text in Thoreau's hand that ol+er 

invaluable i n s i s t into Thoreau]^ creabve prcx:esscs. 

,As bef i ts its l i terary importance, this manuscript 

IS lavishly b o u n d in d a r k - g e e n morocco leather 

by Toof o f Memphis. The t i t le on the f r on t cover is 

in gi l t beneath a g ' l t - t o o l e d spray o f f lowers; t he 

doub lures show a ocoppy inlaid vvith gi l t f lowers 

surrounded by d ragon ICS. 

• TIV, n'^tUncjS ofHcr>nyj 'David- rhormu 
\.tViston 6- r>;ewN(. A ; Hougnton MifHin, l-?Oo). Number yr6 of oOO sets. 

Collection o f thc Walden Woods Project, 

C.ift of Don tienley 

This edit ion o f thc complete works o f Thoreau, 

publ ished in twenty volumes, is generally referred t o as 

the Manuscnpt Edi t ion. Limited t o fcOO copies, the first 

volume o f each set conta ins an autograph manuscript 

bound in before the f ronbspiece. 

The source o f the tex t o n the manuscnpt leaf 

o f this c o p y IS a passage f r om Thoreau 's j ouma l 

(November-t, 1555) s u ^ e s b n g t h a t nature reveals itself 

and its wonders only t o t hc appreciat ive viewer. The 

l ibraoj has two o the r sets o f thc Manuscr ipt Edi t ion, 

each with an orig'nal au tog raph leaf: one f rom thc 

library o f Walter Hard ing, t h e o the r f rom the library 

o f Raymond Adams. 

This sumptuous set is extra- i l lustrated with twenty 

watcrcr)lor f ront ispieces and 152 pen-and- ink d r a w i n g 

by the noted Amencan e tcher William J . Wilson tha t are 

dispiersed throue,hout thc text . The b inding is green 

morocco with an e laborate g' l t and red morocco 

partridgeberri.^ design on b o t h covers and thc spine, 

rhe doublures arc brown morocco with a g i t fern 

design incorpora t ing the initials HDT. The decorat ion 

was prodt iced by the NewYork pub l isherG. P Putnam. 

fsLicIc wild Cierri^ 
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• AWe^kmi th&Coyiccrd iu id^ 'Wrr t^ru ickuvcrs, 

Henry D. Thoreau. (5o.stnn and Cambridge: James Monroe 

• and Company, 15+9) • f îrst edition, firat i.ssue, first pnnting. 

Thoreau Sodcty Collection. 

Gift of the Rlaymond Adams ramilt) 

In Augus t 1555̂  Thoreau and his b ro ther J o h n 

t o o k a long-ant ic ipated boa t t r ip on the Cona.'>rd 

and Mernmack Rivers. .Although the t n p lasted only 

two weeks, it held major signihoance to Thoreau, who 

in tended to develop ni.sjoumai notes on this t n p into 

an art ic le, possibly fc^r r h i : 'OiuL. when J o h n d ied 

shor t ly a f te r this tnp, ~I"horeau expanded his notes 

into a book- leng th memonal. 

A )V'to/i, Thoreau's first book, was issued in an 

edi t ion o f 1,000 copies. Unfor tunate ly , it d id no t 

sell well. In I5,''5 the publisher shipped /Go unsold 

copies back t o Thoreau, who stored them in his atbc 

bedroom with the comment, 'I have now a library o f 

neady nine hundred volumes, over seven hundred o f 

which I wrote myself." 

• WaLdnv or, u f e cn t\ic Woods. Henry D. Thoreau. 

(5ostxin: Ticlcnorand Fields, \8yr). Tirste.dition, hret pnnting. 

Thoreau Sodetij Collection, 

Gift of the Walter t-lardint; Family 

In the eady s p n n g o f 15+5, Thoreau set o u t for 

the shores o f Walden Pond and began bui ld ing a small 

house in which t o live quietly and write a book abou t 

his t n p on the Concord and Memmack Rivers. H e lived 

at Walden f o r two years, two months, and two days . 

The expenence provided the basis fo r his second and 

most famous bot^k. 

T icknor and Pields publ ished WaLdc^i cr. LL/C i n 

l i ic Woods in 15>+ in an edit ion o f 2 , 0 0 0 copies o f t h e 

th i r ty -n ine booLs they publ ished tha t ye;ir, it was bq far 

SyMitTKaslsiepificant. It is an unassuming;-Icxjkinevolumc, 

TOund in the common brown," bl ind-stampjcd buckram 

that T icknor and Rclds used f o r all their books , w h a t 

lies between its covers, however, is fa r f rom common. 

The library has five first editions, first prinbngs 

o^Waldcyi. 

' The Ma.xham dag jc r reo type o f Hena) D.Thoreau (l5^o) 

Thoreau Society Colic cti'on, 

Gift of Theo &rown Family 

Phototj,raphic or por t ra i t images o f Thoreau 

are extremely rare. There arc only Kvo documented 

occasions when he pxjsed f o r the camera. O f the five 

images tha t resulted, fou r are extant . The daguc r rco -

typ>e psortrait in thc Thoreau Society Col lect ion is f rom 

the eadiest known si t t ing f o r pho tog rapher Benjamin 

D. Maxham at the Daguerrean Palace in Worcester, 

Massachusetts, on June 15, \3y6. A s was the custom 

with such sittings, Thoreau posed fo r three slightly 

d i f fe rent por t ra i ts . 

whi le Thoreau seemed indi f ferent t o this image, 

his sister Sophia Thoreau certainly was not. A f t e r 

viewing the Maxham images, she declared, "None o f 

his d a g j c r r e o t y p e s have pleased us." Shc d id not 

change her mind over t hc years and never allowed 

thc image t o be publ ished du r i ng her lifetime. 

Thiorcau gave a Maxham dagucrrcotypjc t o 

each o f t h e two fr iends he was visit ing in Worcester, 

Thcoph i lus Brown and h l .G.O. Blake. The third 

daguer reo type was sent t o a Michigan admirer, 

who had made the initial request f o r a port ra i t . The 

daguer reotype g'ven to Thcoph i lus Brown stayed 

in the Brown family until I^ci5, when it was generously 

dona ted t o the Thoreau Society . 
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Ked Ci'xiar 

• Pencil box 

ca. 15+ ,̂ John Thoreau & Co., Concord, Massachu.setts. 

Thoreau Societij Collecbon, 

Gift of thc Walter Harding Family 

Thoreau loved t o tell s tones o f his eccentnc 

wandenne,uncle, Charles Dunbar , who had staked a 

claim to a de p>o: isit o f su per ility plumba ep or 

eraphite at Bristol , New Hampshire, that he intended 

to mine with a partner t o manufacture \eaA pencils. Not 

g f t e d with a head fo r business, Dunbar sought help 

from his brother-in-law, John Thoreau. By I52+-Dunbar 

and his p.-jrtner having moved on—the business VV,MS 

thrivmgunder the name John T h o r c i u & Co.. becoming 

the family's main .source o f income. Prospe.nty was due 

not only t o thc supcr ion ty o f thegraph i te , bu t also 

to the many innovations Henry Thoreau introduced in 

pror luct ion and manufacture over the course o f his 

sporadic part icjpation in the enterprise. 

In 15+5, when Thoreau devised a method to vary 

the hardness o f the pencil leads, J o h n T h o r e i u & Cx:>. 

became the first manufacturer in thc world to market 

pjcncilsgraded accord ing to a s tandard of hardness. 

The pencils were popu la r f o r a variety o f tasks, 

inc lud ing fine-art d raw ing and d r a f t i n g . Thei r 

excel lence was such t h a t B o s t o n a r t teachers 

required their pupils t o buy only Thoreau pencils. 

Thoreau p>encils were packaged in boxes 

covered in a d e c p - b l u c pape r decora ted with go ld 

wr i t ingand were so ld a t seventy- f ive cents a dozen. 

The text on the boxes a f f i rmed tha t the p roduc t was 

"free f rom inequalit ies and gr i t " and would n o t " be 

af fected by changes o f tempxerature.'' Inbsct boxes are 

extremely rare. This example f rom the Walter Hard ing 

Collection is in superior condi t ion on the extencir and 

prist ine on the interior. 

• O n e dozen p>encils 

134<3s, John Thoreau s-Co., Concord, Mas.sachusetts. 

Collection of the Walden Woods F-'rojcct, 

Gift of Sradley R Dean 

Single Thoreau piencils arc fairly rare, and there 

are only two kncAvn examples o f a dozen Thoreau 

piencils with original strings and wrapper. This is one 

o f those, and the wrapper proclaims the pencils t o 

be o f thc "best quality." 

• Sui^vey o f Main Street 

Concord. Mass.achust^ttS; Henn.) D. Thorciu; .Autijjst IdJO. 
Tlioreau Society Collection, 

Gift of Frederick T. McGill, Jr. 

• SurvcL) o f Augustus Tuttle f'"arm 

Concord, Mass.ichusettS; Henry D. Thore.Tj: August IS.'̂ î. 

Thc r̂t̂ aLi Scx:iety Collection, In Memory of Lawaid 5. Caiger 
Gift of Mrs. tdward 5. Caiger 

In I5+0 Thoreau was teach ingat the Conco rd 

Academy and in t roduced his s tudents to thc fonda-

mentals o f survey ing by tak ing them t o Tair Haven 

Bay, one o f his favori te places, where they pract iced 

survey ing the cl i f f . He enjoyed thc exercise enough 

t o t u m t o the surveyingprcrfession a few qcars later. 

It al lowed him t o work outs ide and close to nature, 

with ample oppo r t un i t y t o s tudy his surroundings. 

By 15+^ Thoreau 's survey ing business was an 

impor tan t source o f income. 

The Institute has two orig'nal surveys by Thoreau. 

The earl ier, d a t e d Augus t 15,̂ ^0, is pa r t o f a larger 

project Thoreau was hired for: to stJi^ey Concord's new 

cour thouse and town lots. Thoreau's g o o d fnend and 

walk ingcompanion, the poet William Cllery Chann ing 

(thc younger), t w n e d one o f the lots in this tract; it was 

subdiv ided a f te r thc survey was comple ted. 
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• Henry David Thoreiu. onginal letters, 

document.s. and manuscnpts. 

A considerable strength of the Institute collection 

is its we:ilth of ongnal manuscript material by Thoreau. 

In addition to the Raleie,h manuscript, this grouping 

include_s p^r.son.-il letters, single manuscnpt le>aves from 

various wnbngs. ,'inci dcxLLiments relating to Thoreau's 

surveying work. Thoreau wrote exceptional letters. 

One wntten to :) coL.sin ^I'cbruary 9,15+^) begins; 

"California, m:id doe,s. :ind railroads are thc great 

topics here .-is everi|\vnc-.rr».' 

Among the m. i n | K i.-^cinating manuscnpts iri the 

collection is a letter cit rr ference for T'horeau written 

by Harvard College I 'iv.'.sident Josiah Quincy.in \S^, . 

attesting that Thore; ILI s ' n;ime was h i ^ as a scholar̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

in all the branches. & his morals and general cbnc 

uncxception.ible an,.-; i.-..v;-.TiplarL)." 

'•'ifVjvv.vi,$-;̂ v̂tv':v'' •• 
#^;.:^?^i;^o:;. • 

W: •^^l^ . ;̂ ., 
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" Books are the treasured wealth o f the \wodd 

and the fit inhentance o f generat ions and nations. ' 

- T h o r e a u , )VaW^;n '• ••̂  .. 

Major Donors 

Three collections,,gif ts o f foi 

Society presidents, compn'se thc core 

Institute's holdine,s. 

e r Thoreau 

ofthe 

The Walter Harding Collection 

Professor Walter Hard ing l \9 \7 - \99^ , founder 

o f both the Thoiejau Soa'ety and the^Princcton Edi t ion 

o f T) ki > ̂ -ritcnas of-Hcnru n rh^miu-, 'bnoudnt Thoneau 

to more people around the w o n q t han any 'o the r 

individual. Donated to the Soa'eiy'|>y his rarnily, t he 

Hard ing Collect ion is thc most extcrisK'c and diverse 

n existence. It compn.ses more tKa ' r i5 ,000 volumes, 

ic ludingf i rst edit ions and manuscripts; thq i j sands 

if articles; hundreds o f pampjhlcte;.art,T<xord^ and 

microfilms; and extcnsac c o i f e s ^ ^ r a c n S ^ 

Thoreau scholars and w o i ^ d r i r ^ 

inc 

o 

The Raymond Adams Collection 

Professor Raymond Adams (I5?5-I?5/) , a 

p ioneer ing'Thoreau scho la rand thc first president 

o f the Tho reau Society, gathered oral history f rom 

Concord inhabitants who knew Thoreau in their y o u t h , 

among many o the r research prcjjects. The Adams 

Cc;llection o f f e r s researcher's an excellent core o f 

Thoreau manuscnpts and fir^t edit ions; volumes tha t 

Thoreau owned and consul ted in his research and 

wntint--; i i replaceablc co i respondencc from Thoreau's 

acquaintances wnt ten to early biographers; and the 

entire Thoreau col lect ion o f b iographer H.S. Salt, an 

important acquisit ion in itself. 

The Roland Robbins Collection 

.Archaeologist, researcher, and writer Roland Wells 

Robbins 0905-195/) excavated the site o f Thoreau's 

Walden house in l ^+^ - l ^+ i j , a f te r fol lowing physical 

and literary clues t o p inpo in t the location. Dona ted 

by his family, thc Robbins col lection contains hisfi 'eld 

notes, pho tog raphs , and art i facts o f the T+iorcau 

site, as well as material related t o his o ther excavations 

and restorat ions in thc eastern Un i ted States. A lso 

included arc Robbins's research materials and dravwngs 

fo r the replica o f Thoreau s house, soon to be placed 

on the Inst i tu teg-ounds. 
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.vnn/.vjrvfljiCT:.*: 

" B o o k s can only reveal us t o ourselves, and as 

o f t e n as they d o us this service wc lay them aside." 

- T h o r e a u , Lett i :r , A p n l l b , 1557 

Archives o f t b e T b o r e a u SocietLj 

The Archives o f this o ldest and largest organiza­

tion devoted to an Amencan au thor compnse a vast, 

s t i l l -g 'owingcol lecbon o f correspondence, art icles, 

scrapboc^ks, and pho tcgraphs . Among many invaluable 

re.sc^urces, the Thcireau Society Archives include: 

• The papxr-rs o f Francis H. Al len, edi tor o f the 

19O0 edi t ion o f Thoreau's wntings, and Conco rd 

h istonan, Allen French. 

• Early edi t ions o f Thoreau's writine,s owned 

and annota ted by William Tbrrey Harns, the 

first U.S. Commissioner o f Educat ion and 

an acquaintance o f Thoreau's. 

• A n unparal leled col lecbon o f edit ions o f 

Walden, f rom f irst edit ions to translabt^ns in 

Ch inese, Czech, French, German, Greek, tHindi, 

Hunganan, Japanese, Spanish, and Swedish. 

The Scott and hielen Nearing Papers 

The Institute holds a nch col lect ion o f documents 

span ning e i ^ t decades in the lives o f S c o t t and Helen 

Neanng the New England pioneers o f homcsteading, 

natural ga rden ing and sustainable living. The recent 

g i f t o f these pape rs f rom t h e Trust for Publi c Land 

as an .agent fo r the G o o d Life Cen te r helps make the 

Institute a focal po in t f o r t hc s tudy o f thc twent ie th-

century sustainable living movement and the remarkable 

Individuals who inf luenced it. 

The Walden Woods Project Archives 

l"he Institute also houses the Isis EundAValden 

Wcods Project Archives and its impor tant col lection o f 

Thoreauviana, inc lud ingthe manuscript on "SirWaltcr 

R..ileii2,h" and the I^Oc Manuscr ip t Ed it ion. 

The Ralph Waldo Emerson Societij Collection 

The Institute houses t hc col lect ions ofthe Ralph 
Waldo Emerson Society, which include m o n o g ^ p h s , 

off pr ints, maps, and Soc ie ty business records, as well 

as handbooks , notes, and o the r items used by scholars 

in p repanngvanous ed it ions o f writ ings by Emerson. 

- ¥ # . ' ^ 

wh i t c - t ^ m c ' J C o r n e l r.'lct:]<rx)L'i 
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"it is time tha t wc had uncommon schools, that we 

d id no t leave o f f ou r educat ion when we begn to be 

men and women. It is time tha t villages were univci"sities, 

and their e lder inhabi tants the fellows o f universities, 

with le isure- ifthcu arc indeed so well o f f - to pursue 

liberal studies the r"cst o f their lives." 

-Thoreau, Waldt^^i 

Media Center 
Loa^ted on the lower level o f t h e Research Center, 

lust below the Henley Library, the Media Center is a 

higfily soph isbcated techno logy hub that houses the 

Institute's te lephone equipment, networ-ked compciter 

systems, and main servers. The computer st.ntions in 

the main room are networked t o one another, to eie,nt 

servers in the ad jacent room, the Institute's o ther 

f o r t y -p l us computers , and t o thc global Internet. 

Improving access t o Thorc i iu - rc la ted resources 

is central t o the Institute's mission. Two o f the Media 

Center's great contnbut ions will be to exten dthe re.'jch 

o f Thoreau scholarship and t o make the Insbtutes 

resources accessible t o a woddwide audience. 

Extended Access fo r Scholars 
and Researchers 

C o m p u t e r s a t t hc Media C e n t e r will in ter face 

wi th t h e g r o w i n g ne twork o f e lec t ron ic l ibranc^, 

humani t ies c o m p u t i n g centers, and e lec t ron i c - tex t 

cen ters t h a t serve scholar ly communit ies wor ldwide. 

O v e r ne two rks like these, the Media Cen te r will o f f e r 

highly de ta i led onl ine cata logues o f the Inst i tute's 

ho ld ings t o researchers and will become a po in t o f 

access f o r scholars. Researchers us ing the Med ia 

C e n t e r will gain access t o larger cata logues, no tab ly 

the Nat ional Research and Educa t i on Network, 

On l i ne C o m p u t e r LibrarLj Cen te r , and Research 

L ibrar ies In fo rmat ion Network. 

Extended Access for the Public 

T h e Media Center will have its g rea tes t publ ic 

impact as a disseminator o f matenals via the g loba l 

In ternet . U s i n g d o n a t e d s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t computer 

systems and communic.abon systems. Media Cen te r 

s t a f f members are ex tend ing o u r Wor ld Wide Web 

site t o del iver wide-rangine, in format ion and services 

f reely, inc lud ing educat iona l and research forums 

fo r s t uden ts a t all levels, cum'culum matenals f o r 

teachers, and vir tual ly all t he in format ion in thc 

Institute's multimedia da tabase on thc life, wri t ing, 

times, and legacies o f Thoreau . 

'v.. 

TV •; 

1 

Witch M;-.izc:l 

,(0 

Cholcechorrq 
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The Media Center s ta f f assists the Cu ra to r o f 

Col lect ions in digit izing the entire research col lect ion 

- p a g e Ix j pi;ie,e-and making it acce_ssiblc t o computer 

users via foil-text retrieval f rom the da tabase, and on 

thc Inter-net. The Media Center s ta f f also administers 

all technolt compK.jnr.nts o f thc Institute, prov ides 

technology tiviinint; to staf f , and maintil ins foil -t ime 

data linLs to bo th the Walden Pond Sta te Reservation 

; ind thr-. 'i'-'.i )rc;;iu Society Shop at Walden Pond. The 

Medi: i vlt.-.nt.-.:r support.s the Institute's o n - and o f f - s i te 

educ.-ition i:>r(.)>;iT)ms. ; ind col laborates with individuals 

; ind orj;;'.n;.-.-i;ions an pi-ojects that use techno logy for 

educaru ;n . '.nd re.-=<ijr-ch, such as; 

• Genen ibng multilayered dig'tal maps and extensively 

hyp-r 'mke.d virtual tours o f thc Walden Woods 

ecosifstem and o ther Thoreau-re la ted locat ions, 

p.irt;.-L;':.)i-ii.| i. oncord and Lincoln, Massachu.setts. 

• f lelpimv; tt!) col lect and disseminate cum'cular 

matenals re f i t i ng to Thoreau, n ineteenth-century 

New E n ^ a n d , land preservat ion, and civil rights. 

The Media Center is equ ipped with power fu l 

resources thanks to publ ic-spir i ted donat ions f rom 

technology leaders, including Dig'tal Equ ipmen t " 

Co rpo ra t i on (computer hardware and sup>px3rt . .. 

services); Lucent l ischnolog'es (network and 

cx)mmunications hardware and sof tvvare); and' . 

M ic roso f t Corpora t ion (computer so f tware and 

consu lhn^ services}. 
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"I would make educabon a pleasant th ing bo th to 

the tc-^icher and the scholar. This discipline, which we 

allow to be the end o f life, should not be one th ing in the 

schoolroom, and another in the street. We should seek 

to Ix ; fellcTw students with the pupi l , and we should learn 

of . as vvĉ .ll as with him, if we would be most helpful ro him.' 

-Thoreau, )Valdt:;}i 

Educa t ion Programs and Resources 

Thrciugh the Institute's educat ion programs and 

rcsoLirccs. we. work to encourage l i felong leamink^;il.x)i.;t 

Thoreau. his work, and his far - rc i ich ing inf luence on 

envirc)r.mental and .social-change movements. Wc oi-fer 

our programs on-s i te, in local communities, and globalk) 

via tine Internet, and we current lq are exp lor ing 

aff i l iat ions with local collee,e-S and LJnive.rsibe_s. 

In bnnt;int;roe,ether the s tudy o f !iteratur-e. in..-{ 

the L-ind, oLir courses, seminars, and vvor-kshcms ;iirn 

to foster responsible environmental stewardship. 

Future programs for the public will include an annii. i l 

community lecture senes, with this yea rs theme being 

' 'Stewardship o f Historic Land.scapes." Programs 

under development include out reach t o urban 

students, shor t courses at the Insbtutc, and 

Thoreau Institute Fellowships. 

We believe that we can exer t the widest inf l i ience 

by o f fenngprograms designed f o r classroom teachers 

- p rov i d i ng them with unique oppx^rtunibes to <-.nhance 

their curncLila and develop interdisciplinan,j, mulh-

faceted approaches to environmental issues. I w o 

newki l/ iunched annLial p r o g a m s center ; i round 

te.'ichers teaching^-indoors and out . 

Thoreau's World and Ours-

Nciw in ito second year, this is an interdisciplinarti 

seminar f o r high school teachers o f English, social 

studie_s, and science. It is held a t the Institute f o r two 

weeks in the summer. A i d e d by a variety o f presenters, 

part ic ipants e.x,3mine the natural, cultural, and literary 

histones o f C-Lincor-d and itis environs. 

Thoreau's wel l -known phrase, "1 have travelled a 

e,<:od deal in Concord , " indicates the value o f carefol 

stuOL] o f ' home place. ' Work ingwi th a wide range o f 

experts to explore Concord 's interconnected histones 

and relate them to the present, teachers develop 

models fo r approach ing the s tudy o f their schools ' 

home communibes. They return to the classroom 

ready to help sb jdents learn the rich and layered 

stories o f their home communities, t o discover their 

treiisur-esand f ind, px;rhaps, that every community 

has its own Wald e.n. 
Over subsequent months, part ic ipants return 

to the Insbtute for two day- longsess ions to share 

experiences implementing their cumcu la and t o discuss 

the impact on s tudent leaming. Participants are also 

encouragexJ to stay connected with the Institute and 

one another by using our Web site and other comput ing 

resources to co r respond and share cumcula. 

The first year o f Thoreau's Wodd and O u r s 

was s u p p o r t e d by a g ran t f rom the Un i ted States 

Environmental Protect ion Agency. This year, the 

Massachusetts Depar tment o f Educat ion has awarded 

the Institute .3 grant in s u p p o r t o f Thoreau's World and 

Ours . The prog,ram has grown in to an international 

project, as todaq's live v ideo conference demonstrates. 
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Hijcklcbem';'j:. 

Selborne New England 

c losely reL i ted to Thoreau's Wond and O u r s is 

Selborne New England, a multidisciplinary one-week 

worLshop fo r teams o f middle schcol teachers, 

sponsored in collabor.-.ibon with the Roger Tory' 

Peterson Insbtute o f .Natural Histcjry in Jamestown, 

NewNdrk. I ield at the Thoreau Institute, the Selborne 

New EngL.ind wo rkshop addressc;s environmenti i l 

literacij through the s tudy o f home place. 

Selborne New England is consistent with Thoreau's 

own multidiscip!inarL| .-ipproach to the place he called 

home. He ' si.jrveijed'' Concor 'd in count less ways 

- a s natur.il ist. h istonan. phi losopher, social cnbc, 

civil engineer, ar.d teacher", to name a few. Thoreau 

Lindcrstcxjd the. impcirtancc o f perxe iv ingwhat 

surrounded him frcim many intellectual vantage points. 

O n e small geographic; i ' iire;.) can be approached from 

many direct ions. ; ind it is this interconnect ion o f 

the sciences ; ind hum.jnities th;-:it leads t o new and 

Imagnative Interpretat ions o f o u r relationships t o place. 

In Selbor'ne New England, teams o f parbc ipat ing 

teachers learn to use the one square k i lometer 

surrounding their schcx:)ls as an o u t d o o r laboratory 

and organizing theme fo r science, social s tudies, 

English, mathematics, and ar t classes. T h e workshop 

incorporates Thoreau's life and writ ings, his s tudy 

o f place, and his love o f thc natural wor ld bo th as a 

mcdel l or part ic ipants and as a subsequent cum'culum 

resource fo r their s tudents . 

Selborne New England t.-.ikes its inspirat ion f rom 

theeighteenth-centLi ry Bnt ish natLiralist Gi lbert whi te , 

who kept a dalL) journal abou t the natural h istory and 

phL)sical environment o f Selborne, his nabve village, 

white 's simple, keenly personal a p p r o a c h , which 

inf luenced Thoreau a great deal, changed the way 

the natural wor ld has been studied. 
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'•Talk o f mustcr ics j ;n i^ !nk.6fp^ in nature — dailti 

t o be shown matter, to 'comein (::ontactwith it - rocks, 

trees, wind on o u r chiccks!" 

- T h o r e a u , ThA.Ma£n& Woods ' :• 

O p e n i n g Day a t t b e Educa t i on Cen te r 

Live Video Conference 

Thoreau's World and Ours , thc Institute program 

for teachers, has e,rown to internabonal dimensions. 

Today's informal video conversat ions are a special 

event, as part ic ipants in four s c h c o l s - o n e in Ru.ssia 

and three in Massachuset ts -a re seeingc i ich o ther 

face to face fo r the fir-st time, a f t e r .several months 

o f exchangngelect ron ic mail. 

With great pleasure we welcome students and 

teachers o f the Municipal Chi ldrens Ecolog'cal Center 

in St. Petersburg Russia, as well as those o f Bos ton 

Latin School , L inco ln-Sudbury Reg'onal High School , 

and Concord Midd le Schco l . Wc ex tend special 

recognit ion t o thc teachers representingthcsc_ 

schools today f o r their initiative, skil l, and sensitivi'tij. 

• Valentina Zxibkova is director of a'school tliat supplements 
St. Petershiirei's'public-c^ucaticin system and serves l,IOO 
students of alI ag:s.'''Tn3iried in agn'cultural chemistru, she 
count.s te^-Kihin^erTvircviniental protection, and ecolog'cal 
leg'slation artwngKcr s'pecial interests. 

• Viola Johnson is a niemf)er of thc Clnelish Dc;partTnent al 
&<.iston Latin School, our nation's oldest public school. 

• Bill Schechter is a historij teacher at Uncoln-Sudhurij 

RctHonal H i i ^ Schcx-il. 

• Sue Curtin isa historq teacher at Concord Middle School. 

"Thoreau and the Studu of tiome place" 
- A Middle School Student Exhibit 

" i f a man is rich and s t ronganywhere, i t must be 

on his native soil. Here I have been these fo r t y years 

learning the language o f these fields that I may thc 

better express mysei 

-Thc JcuniaL. November 20. \3y7 

Convinced o f the value o f s t i jdy ing thc inter­

connect ions between the natural and culttiral histories 

cif his homcg-ound in and around Concord , Thoreau 

spent nearly his entire lifetime, walking that g-ound and 

wn t ingabou t what he found there. "'Thoreau and the 

Study o f Home PL^ce" assembles work by students in 

three local middle schools': Jonas'Clarke (Lej>dne;b6n), 

Chenery (Belmont.'), and Sawyer (Bo l ton) . 

This exhibit would not havc been possible wi thout 

J o h n chamber la in , J r , Jane Gehron, and Suzanne 

Wint le-teachens at these three schools, respectively, 

who. took par t in Thoreau Institute p p p j ^ m s quiine^ 

19.97...WC app laud the talent, enthij'sias'iTi,.and^^^^^^^ 

commitment o f these educators, as.well as t } | a t 6 f 

thi^ir.studcnts, whose works are d isplayed today in 

the 'Educat ion Center. 
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I^Lici-'crni 
Shadbu.sh 

"Songs o f the Earth'•' 
-Photography bq John Wawrzonelc 

Photoe,raphing nature has been J o h n Wawrzonck's 

special call ing for qears. The b c o k Walk ing , which 

cont.-iins the text o f Thoreau's essaq o f tha t title and 

feature-s manu o f Wawi^onek's p h o t o g ^ p h s o f Walden, 

was pLibilshed in i - '^ -by The Nature Cxjmpany and is 

novv in its s<:venth prnbnt ; . Wawrzonck's pnn ts have 

been e.xhil.iitcd vsvic^iq across the Un i ted Sta tes and 

are repr-e^ented m t ne collections o f the Cleveland 

A r t lnstiti.;te ;ind l i r m d e i s CJni'versity's RcJSC.Art 

N-1u.seL:m ' SonC-'^ i--"i i n e E a rth" IS a new col lect ion o f 

his l;indsc')pes. in.-;udin^m;iny from Walden Woods. 

o f his wcjrk. \V;iwrzonek says, ''.As I cont inued t o 

explore ; ind phc)ii.ii;r-:iph, 1 began t o feel a new and 

more ;)cute ple-iSLire from the places I r e tumed t o a ^ i n 

; ind ;it;;iin T'ne rAa>: recent o f these, and perhaps 

the most impKirt.-int to me, is Walden Pond and Walden 

Wooes, '.vhere I h;iv<-. pho tographed fo r the past seven 

years. 1 lere the colors and tej<turcs I f o u n d created 

a rescjnance especiall(.| s t r o n g as if t hc ear th were 

spxi.akine^. tc . ich lngand giving me life. " 

The .Apple fiill Chamber Players 

The A p p l e t l l l l Chamber Players o f Nelson, New 

Hampshire, represent one o f America's most h i ^ l y 

rcspxicted p>eiTonningensemble t rad i t ions, winning 

internat ional praise for- e loquent pjcr formanccs and 

rccordlnf^s o f chamber music masterpieces, f rom 

classic to contemporary . The dramatic s to ry o f the 

en.semble's K'';?2 ' 'Playing fo r P&iice" t ou r o f Israel, 

EgLjpt. Jo rdan , and Si|na was documented in the 

PBS documentary o f the same name. O u r special 

thanks to tod.-^jy s performers: Gretchen Pusch, 

f lute: ^.''iovses Pogossian, violin; Michael Kelley, viola; , , 

Rupe.rt Thompson, cello; Richard t i a r t i ho r -ne , doub le '>:>; 

bass; ; ind Enc Stum,-icher, piano. •':.',f; 
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Thoreau's LivingHentage 
"The environmental challenges evident in Thoreau's 

era pale in companson with the magnitude o f ^ o b a l 

crises tha t con f ron t us today . Perhaps the most 

sinister aspect o f these cnses is tha t they d o no t 

evolve 't^o'bally.' O f t e n thetfgerminate as sine,ular 

and .sometimes 'Icxralized' environmental c o n c e r n s - t h e 

death o f a lake in the Ad i rondacks, the burnine,of an 

acre o f tropical rain forest in Brazil, the contaminat ion 

o f a dnnk ing water supply in E;istern Europe, an 

oil spill o f f thc coast o f AL ISL .T . the ext incbon o f an 

end.angered spiccies in .Africa, o r the leveline^cif ;-)n 

histonc woodland ne-jr Walden l^ond. The acstruct ive 

impact o f such disrcguird fo r the welfare o f our' p lanet 

canncjt be overstated; envirrjnmental issues c j n n o t 

bed iv ided into 'global ' and ' local ' .sectors. .As in 

Thoreau's day, ecoloejc^l cnsis doe-s no t cjccur in 

several d i f ferent vvodds. bu t in the only one tha t 

all o f us inhabit.'' 

President Jimmy Car te r 

"Dur ingmy eady college days, I read Thorc i iu 's 

essay on civil disobedience f o r the first bmc. Eascinatcd 

by thc idea o f refusing t o coopera te with an evil system, 

I was so deeply moved that I re- read the work several 

times. I became convinced then tha t non-ccop>eration 

with evil is as much a moral obl igat ion as is coop>erabon 

with g o o d . No o ther person has I x e n more e loquent 

and passionate in get t ing this lde;;i across than Henry 

David Thoreau. As a resu l to f his wnbngs and p>ersonal 

witness we are the heirs o f a leg,acy o f creative protest . 

It goes wi thout saying that the teachings o f Thore^ju arc 

alive today, indeed, they are more alive today than ever 

before, whether expressed in a sit- in a t lunch counters. 

a f reedom nde in to Mississippi, a peaceful pro test -

in A lbany, Georeja, a bus b o y c o t t in Montgomery, 

Alabama, it is an ou tg rowth o f Thoreau's insistence 

that evil must be resisted and no moral man can 

patiently ad just t o injustice " 

Reverend M a r t n Luther K i n g Jr . 

' 'How again can we s teep ourselve„s in what 

[Thoreau] had done , and carry on where he left off? 
To me it seems tha t much o f what Henry David Thoreau 

wrote, more than a century ago, was less timely in his 

day than it is in ours: we can now prove that the natural 

and civilized wor lds must live together o r perish 

separately. We h o p e tha t the at t i tude o f Thoreau . . . 

toward unspoi led count rys ide will be pjcrA'asivc. Eor 

there is no science and no ar t o f greater importance 

than that which teaches seeing which builds sensitivity 

and respect f o r the natural wcirld, a world that 'has 

visibly been recreated in the night.' ' 

David Brower 

''Wc walked th rough thc wcxxJs to Walden Pond. 

I t i sa beaub'fol l a k c a b o u t half a mile long, fairly 

embosomed like a b r i ^ t da rk eye in wooded hills o f 

sr rooth moraine gravel and sand, and with a nch leafy 

u n d c r g n w t h o f huckleberry, willow, and y o u n g oak 

bushes, etc., and grass and flowers in rich variety. No 

wonder Thoreau lived here two years. 1 could have 

enjoyed livine,here 2 0 0 i.|ears o r 2 0 0 0 . " 

John Muir to his wife 

June 15, \39^ 

••'sS:' 
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' T h e one wedd ing present tha t my fa thc rgave my 

mother when they were mam'ed was the complete set 

o f Thoreau and I think tha t was quite fitting. Thoreau s 

wntine,s were a major fo rce in my father 's th ink ing 

and act ions. We Leopo lds arc d e l i s t e d to know o f 

your Thoreau Insti tute." 

Nina Leopo ld Bradley 

Daughter o f conservationisr. A l d o Leopo ld 

' Mohandas K.Gandhi, my g rand fa ther was a y o u n g 

man practicini^law in Sou th Af r ica when he organized 

his hrst satyagraha, o r campaign o f civil d isobedience, 

in 15^07to pro tes t racial discrimination. .After seven 

years o f persistence, his successfol movement resulted 

in concessions f rom thc govemment. 

' B o t h Thoreau and Gandhi fel t that no human 

should ever submit t o iniusticc. ThcM were convnnc ed 

that the most honorable place fo r anyone fac ing 

ir-ijustice is pnson . It was appropr ia te , therefore, tha t 

Gandhi p ro tes ted against racial injustice in Sou th Af'nca 

the only civilized way he knew—civil d i sobed i cncc -and 

went t o pr ison. 

'Ironically, it was in pr ison that Gandhi discovered 

Thoreau's essay 'Civil Disobedience' and read it avidly. 

A s he later observed , 'It isgcxxJ to know that a great 

scholar like Thoreau endorsed the nonviolent passive 

resistance movement t ha t we launched in Sou th .Afoca.''' 

A r u n Gandhi 

Eoundcrand Director, M.K. Gandhi Institute 

"Thoreau Is, s idgcncr ts , a j i c h soul , hie enriches 

himself by empathiz ingwith nature. He enriches us, 

via the word , by causing us t o feel what he docs . He 

therefore enriches life." 

Bernard Malamud t o Walter Hard ing 

Sep temlx : r2+ , 1^7? 

"Yes, I am a lover o f Thoreau , and I should coun t i t a 

great pnvi'lcgc t o havc t hc b o o k o f which y o u spoke in 

y o u r letter. Thoreau's wonder fo l descnpt ions o f nature 

are as refrc-shingto my mind as thc sun-wanned wind in 

my face and thie cool moss under my feet. Bu t my hear t 

responds most warmly fo his message o f justice and 

f reedom for all men." 

Helen Keller to Anna Ricketson 

•'I a m ^ a d fosay t h a t T h o r c a u wasan influence in 

my life. I lived in a.hut too-r.ori ly ttiinc was a tent ! Like 

him, I leamed ;to stand;a].one-j-;and . s p ^ k t ru th as I saw it:'' 

. %; ' ' • • - ' ' ' • ' ^ ^ n Sinclair t o Walter Hard ing 

March 2£, \960 

' -That Wal^en is a hutfiblcipla'ce—an ord inary 

We're not all sp int any'mtirc than we arc all clay;:vNC^re'' 

bo th and s o ^ e ' n e e d ' b o t h - a s in: You've r e a d t h e b p o k , 

now,' .see thc place;;H'' 
E.L. Uoctdrcw 
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by Mary.C3[iver 

It isn't very f a r as n i ^ w a y s ; lie... . .::::> V-' 

I might be back by n i ^ t f a l l , ' hav ingscen 

The roLigh pines, and the stones, and t h e clear.watcr.. 

Pnends argue tha t I might be wiser f o r it. 

They d o not hear t ha t f a r r o f f Yankee vyhisper':'.. 

HcAv duill Wc; e,rovv f rom hurryinghisre and there! 

Manij have gone, and think me ha If a fool -.r 
To miss a day away in the cool country:. 

Maybe. But in a book I read and chensh, . . 

Going to Walden is no t so easy a th ing 

•\s a green visit. It Is the slow and d i f f icu l t 

Trick o f living, and finding it where y o u arc. 

Honored with the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry and thc 

National B o o k Award, Mary Oliver teaches l i terature 

at Bennington a>l leee , Vermont. O u r thanks fo r her 

kind p>crmi,ssion to repr int her px3em. 

Copyngh t (c) 1̂ 72- by Mary Oliver. U s e d by permission 

o f the Molly Malonc C o o k Literary Agency . 
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Yew 

One shared Vision 

Isis Pund 

(est. 1^90) 

\ 

Thore- iu Scxiiety 

(est. 19+1) 

Walden Woods Project 

(est. I9?0) 

\ , . 
1 horeau Inst i tute 

(est. \998) 

Isis fund 
The Isis Pund, establ ished in l;?_90 by Don I fenleL|, 

takes its name from thc ancient goddess o f nattire ; ind 

restorer o f life. It is a pub l idy s u p p o r t e d nonprof i t 

oi-g.'iniz.ibon with a two - fo ld mission: acqulnni?;and 

protecbne,hi'storically signif icant and environmentally 

.sensibve land, and fortheringeducation a l x j u t 

environmental conservat ion. 

Walden Woods Project 
The Walden Wcxxls Project is an activity o f thc Isis 

Pund Its purpose is to p ro tec t land o f cco logca l and 

histoncal significance in Walden Woods and to fu r ther 

public educat ion in environmental issues and the 

Humanities by ope ra t i ng the Tho reau Institute. Since its 

inception, thc Project has saved neady one hundred 

acres o f vulnerable wcxxl land. 

Thoreau SocietLj . • . -.^:;^:^s^^: 

T h e Tho reau Society is an in temat ional 

organizat ion establ ished t o stimulate interest in - ^ i , : ^ 

and fes te r educat ion abou t the life, works, and v 

ph i losophy o f Thoreau. Pounded in l^+l, the S o d e t y , 

in par tnersh ip with the Walden Woods Project, sponsors 

Thoreau- re la ted excursions and events t h r o u ^ o u t 

the yc i i r : owns and opera tes the Thoreau Society 

s h o p a t Walden Pond; ho lds a fou r -day annual 

ga the r ing each July in Conco rd ; and publishes thc 

r h o r a i u S o c i c ^ 'Bullc-thi, Concx^rd Stiuntcrvr, and o ther 

Thoreau- re la ted material. 

Thoreau Institute 
The Thoreau Institute, dedicated to Thoreau's 

work and life. Is a col laborat ion o f the Walden Woods 

Project and thc Thoreau Society. 

"The t rue harvest o f my daily life is somewhat as 

intangible and indescribable as thc tints o f moming o r 

evening. I t i sa little Stardust c a u ^ t , a segment o f t hc 

rainbow which I havec lu tohcd. " 

—Thoreau, Walden 

\ihuniion Ac^rif^Uum 
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"My house was on thc side o f a hill, immediately 

o n the edge o f the larger w o o d , i n t he midst o f a y o u n g 

fo res t o f p i tch pines and hickor ies, and half a dozen 

rods f rom the p o n d , to which a narrow f o o t p a t h led 

down the hill. In my f r o n t y a r d grew thc s t r a w b e m j , 

blackbeiTy, and l i fe-cvcdasting, johnswort and go lden-

rod , sh rub -oaks and s a n d - c h e m j , b lueberry and 

g round -nu t . Near t hc end o f May , thc sand-cher ry . 

Ccmsi ispLimda, adorned the sides o f the pa th with 

its del icate f lowers arranged in umbels cyl indncal ly 

abou t its sho r t stems, which last, in the fall, weighted 

down with g o o d sized and handsome chcmes , fell 

c)ver in wreaths like rays on every side 

-Thoreau, Walden 

Walden hiouse Replica 
Created bi.̂  Roland W. Robbins, Gif t o t Geraldine Kr-)bbir 

O n July 15+5, Thoreau began his fomous 

experiment in l iv ingon thc shore o f Walden Pond, t le 

con.structcd a house with his own hands at a to ta l 

cos t o f only $2.5.l2/i. It was t o be his home fo r two 

years, two months, and two days . Ou t s i de thc house 

he built a woodshed and p lanted a garden o f beans 

and po ta toes t o sell, and c o m , peas, and turnips 

for his own use. 

Thoreau descr ibed his dwel l ing as a " t ight sh inned . .^ .^K 

a nd p lastered house , ten fee t wide by fifteen long, ' " ^ ^ ^ ^ 

and c i ^ t - f e c t pos ts , with a gar re t and a closet, a large 

window o n each side, two t rapdoors , one d o o r a t the 

end, and a bnck fireplace oppos i te . " His fomishings 

consisted o f a cot , table, desk, three chains {."one for 

sol i tude, two fo r fo'endship, three fo r soaety " ) , a lamp, 

mirror, and c o o k i n g utensils. 

O n e hundred years later, du r i ng the Town o f 

Concord's commemorative ceremony on July 4,15^+5, 

a rchaco logs t Roland Robbins was star t led to leam tha t 

the exact locat ion o f Thoreau's Walden house was no 

longer known. It seems tha t over thc years thc cairn had 

moved f rom its o r i gna l locat ion. Robbins determined to 

identify thc locat ion o f this historic site precisely, us ing 

literary as well as physical evidence. He documents his 

extraordinary find in his book . Discovery at Walden. 

Prom this p ro jec t and his ensu ing research, 

Robbins c o n s t r u c t e d th ree repl icas o f the orig'nal 

house. O n e s tands a t t hc Walden Pond Sta te 

Reservat ion and a n o t h e r a t t h c C o n c o r d Museum. 

Robbins k e p t the th i rd on his own p roper ty , record ing 

all visitors in a g u e s t book. Mrs. Geraldine Robbins 

dona ted her husband 's repl ica to thc Thoreau 

Inst i tute in \9p8. T h e Inst i tu te p lans t o relocate t h e 

Robbins repl ica to a lovely meadow on thc hillside 

behind t h e Research Center . 

- i n i r t t 

''TlJ.'hi.jUlim. 
Huckleberries jraws 

va-dculLxtiis 
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WALDEN WOODS 
The following sites have been purchased and preserved by the Walden Woods Project: 

A: Bear Garden Hill: 25 acres acquired in 199 L 

B: Site of the Boiling Spring: 25 acres acquired in 1992. 

C: Bnster's Hill: 18 acres acquired in 1993. 

D: Beech Grove/Thoreau Institute site: 
18 acres acquired in 1994. 

E: Fairhaven Hill property: 10 acres acquired in 1995. 

HISTORIC WALDEN WOODS 

Souices: Aiben E Wooa 1895. Plan ol Walden Woods. 
Carl Koiell i36-». Surticiai Geology ol ine Concord Quadrangle. 

NORTH 
1 MILE 



j n recent years, we lost two dear fr iends. A l though 

' " •̂v'we are saddened by thei r passing, tKey remain a 

-•i.':ivpresence among us, and thei r suppc:)rt o f the Walden 

' W c » ^ ^ r o ^ X will no t bc fo rgo t ten . 

Paul Tsongas 

•jivF^u.l Tsongas believed deeply in the lesson he 

f p u p d in Tlioreau's'l'vVi^^^i-', t ha t we are all inhabitants 

of'"Efiis ear tb aind^ In his own wcjrds; 

''5ecaLfee ^i^'oreau sd'bcau^^ arbculated these 

ideas in this place, there are f cw places more sacred to 

the intellectual history o f An ie r iaa -and , indeed, t o the 

wor ld as a whole. Walden Pond and Walden Woods arc 

* o f us—one o f thc best 'bar ts . " sitpa 

VA ded icated member o f t h e Senate, Presidential 

'c^iidii i iatc^ c o a u t h o r a ^ '^e^^slia l ^nc is Ac t , and 

ac t ivbJmerr ibero f^hcRi^^ Counci l , 

S e n a t b r i l l p n ^ s ' a l s o cdmmi his energy and 

resources t o t f ie preservat ion o f Walden Pond and 
.' .'["..'Jl-'-^. ' • - ' • ' j . - . '.-.1 •' . 1 

Walden Woodis. Iri l ^ ^ ' h e . w a s a r n o h g t h d s e w h o 

worked t o transfier'dvcnsiept of iWalden Pond to thc 

Massachuset ts Dcga'rtirTient<i0Nat3U Resbui'ccs,. 

a move tha t he bel io /ec l i^ laced' the '' in.the 

hands o f those who knew h'ow fo nurfxire it and 

ca rcdenoue f i todotfej6b;*?v ,/i .....̂  

Sena to r Tsongas unders tood t h e rclatiohshiiD 

o f Walden Woods to Walden Pond as a .surrounding 

environment, p ro tec t ing it and c o n t n b u t i n g t o its 

meaningfol ambience: "This land and this water are 

the site o f values tha t have shaped the th ink ingo f 

bo th wor ld leaders and unnot iced citizens. There is 

g-catncss t o thc legacy o f Henry David Thoreau, 

and Walden Pond speaks t o ou r respect fo r that 

g-catness, o u r need to keep it alive. We intend that 

they will be preserved." 

Michael Kennedu . --^sM^^^^-

Michael Kennedu shared with Thoreau a ••,viik^)^^<^i 

L-I • L c T.I -J . r^wmMM.^-
ph i losophy o t peacehj l coexistence with nature. In P>^..iy^^>^^i^p:. 

wo rkascha i rmano fO ' t i zens Energy Co rpo ra t i on , an •-''trV 

organizat ion provid ingcncrgy assistance t o the poo r , 

• hfesawrhany countr ies nch in natural resources, y e t 

' d c ^ s t a t e d by economic and environmental explo i tat ion 

an'<3 mismanagement. In par t because o f this 

••experience, Kennedy came t o believe tha t "activit ies 

tha t he lp thc poo r and that arc in tune with nature can 

and'must bc conceived and achieved if we are t o 

address the interrelated problems o f pover ty and 

environmental d c ^ ^ d a b o n . ' ' 

Kennedy saw in Thoreau's life at Walden Pond no t 

only an intellectual and spintual retreat, bu t also a 

search f o r solutions. His leadership a t Citizens Energy 

C o r p o r a t i o n similady s o u ^ t remedies f o r our time and 

set an example o f how commerce can work fo r thc 

bet terment o f the community and t hc environment. 

Kennedy ref lected on our connect ion to t h e 

environment in our role as concemed citizens: "Try ing 

t o t u r n back thc c lock to a simpler time would be 

frui t less. We arc recjuircd to work within the w o d d in 

which we live, a wor ld o f commerce and consumpt ion, 

hunger and hopelessness. Together, t hc members o f 

thc first and third worlds must forge a new community 

man which rcsp>ects nature and the basic needs of 

• ' ' the individual, if we arc successfol in this e f f o r t , ali h umanity may someday share the simpler, 

which Thoreau spoke and perhaps find a bit o f Walden 

in thc w o d d around us.'' 

, t ruer life o f 

: ..-.Il 
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" D o not hire a man who does y o u r wo rk for money, 

b u t him who does it f o r love o f i t . ' 

- T h o r e a u , ' U f o w i thout Principle" 

Walden Woods Project and T h o r e a u Inst i tute 

Don HenleiL rounder 

Staff 
Kathi Anderson, Executive Di rec tor 

Helen StAvdom, Educat ion P r o g ^ m D i rec to r 

Bradley P Dean, Ph.D., Media Cen te r D i rec tor 

Susan c lover Godlcwski, Cura to r o f Col lect ions 

Margaret Nortt^n, Comptro l ler 

Dan Sch mid. Pacilities Manager 

Juliet Trofi, Assistant t o the D i rec tor 

T h e Thoreau SocietLj 

5 o a r d o f Directors 

. Elizabeth Hall Witherell, President 

Kenneth Basile 

Ronald A . Bosco 

Rober t J . Galvin 

Joseph Gilbert 

Ronald W. H o a g 

John Mack 

Wesley T Mo t t 

Joel Myerson 

Daniel Shcaly 

Staff 
ThomasS. Hams, Man.aging Di rec tor 

Karen Kashian, Bookkeeper 
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ChoLcbemj 

Wc a r c g 3 t c f o l t o the foi lowingindividuais and 

enterpr ises fcr thei r creative cont r ibut ions to the design 

and const ruc t ion o f the Institute's b u i l d i n g and g rounds . 

Gantcaume &• McMullcn -architecture and eng'necring 

Stone 5uiIdingCx:)mpany-gene.ral contractor 

David Sawycr-architcctural consultant 

tvtichacl clancy 

tiandelman Studios 

Interstate Clcctnc 

i,'W'¥-l 

5oston Stone 

Boston Tree F'reservation 

Branch r loorCovcnng 

Mary Bush-Brown 

Capital Waterproofing 

Castellucxii, rioormakers 

Colony Drywall 

Vivian Dunn 

Commercial Fainting, 

Costa Brothers 

Decorative Carpets 

Mechanical 

Delta Roofing 

Dum therm 

Jim Cgan 

Cns^nd Stone Industries 

fMcct Construction 

rul ton Woodworks 

John Calbrarth 

J.C. c locks 

Kineplcy Bates 

Lincoln Tree and landscape 

Mansour Rug? 

Midland Tire F'rotection 

Millwork One 

Thos. Moser Cabinetmakers 

Ptiync/Bouchicr 

Perfecto Iron WorLs 

Pratt &• Larson 

John Seeman 

Stanley Elevator Company 

Thompson Company 

TllcS howcase 

Wayside Glass and Mirror 

Youn^ lood plumbing 

O u r special thanks t o t h e National Endowment f o r t he Humanit ies f o r the 

\99^ chal lenge Grant award tha t has helped to make t h e Thoreau Inst i tute a reality. 

This Commemorat ive B o o k made possible th rough the k indness of : 

Randall Conrad and Christine Dall-authors 

.Abigjil Rorer-botanical studies 

Jacobson Rost Marketings- Advertising, Shcboi^efin, Wisconsin-design and production 

ZjmmenTiann F'rintingCompany, Sheboygan, Wisconsin-pnntingand bindery 

L.A. Toil Stamping8- Embossing, Inc.. Wauwatosa, Wisconsin-cmbos,ser 

Graven Images, Inc., Greeley, Kansas-diemakcr 

Unisourcc Ftipcr Company, New Benin, Wisconsin-paper supplier 

Gilbert F^per Company-Gilclear rineline Vellum 

Mohawk F^iper Company-Ultrafclt Text and Cover 
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DIGITAL Congratulates 
the Thoreau Institute 

"Tlwugh I do not believe that a plant will spring up where no seed 
has been, I have great faith in a seed. Convince nie thatyou fuive 
a seed tliere, and fam prepared to expect wonders." 

- Henry David Thoreau 

D IGITAL and its employees are honored to participate in 

the seeding of the Thoreau Institute technology project. 

We will nurture these seeds as the Thoreau Institute delivers 

its mission of education and research. Through tlie donation 

of equipment and the services of our employees, the legacies 

of Henr}^ Da\1d Thoreau are being preserved on an informa­

tion database and made accessible throughout tlie world by 

a variety of means - includmg the Internet, Over the next 

year, we look forward to providing the highest-level support. 

Platinum Servdce, for the Windows NT computer infrastruc­

ture running on DIGITAL hardware at the Thoreau Institute. 

With this business critical support and contributions from 

DIGITAL and other Hrms, generations for years to come will 

benefit from the writings, articles and artifacts of Thoreau. 

'« DIGITAL congratulates the Walden Woods Project and tlie 

Thoreau Societ}^ on the opening of the Thoreau Institute. 

We are proud to be part of tliis important historic event. 
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''Mant) go fishing all their lives 
without Icnowing; that it 
is not fish thei) are after." 

-Th 

S^f*)'-;' 

oreau 

JACOBSON ROST 
ADVERTISING & MARKETING COMMUNICAT IONS 

SHEBOYGAN.WI S308I 920.4SS.3S4I 

CON UIATIONS! 

oughton Mifflin Company ^ 

is proud to celebrate 

e grand opening ofthe 

Thoreau Institute 

N MIFFLIN 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release February 10, 1997 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE MARYLAND STATE LEGISLATURE 

State Capitol 
Annapolis, Maryland 

11:20 A.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all for that wonderful reception. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for what you said. Thank you, Senator Miller, for that 10-year walk down memory 
lane. (Laughter.) 

It is true that when I met his mother I fell in love with her, even before I found out she 
had 10 kids. (Laughter.) It's not often you meet a person who can elect you if her family votes 
for you. (Laughter.) 

Thank you. Governor Glendening, for your leadership here on so many issues. Lt. 
Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, Attorney General Curran, Treasurer Dixon, my old 
friend, Comptroller Louie Goldstein. I was in the first grade when he became Comptroller. 
(Laughter and applause.) The walking argument against term limits, you know. It's amazing. 
(Laughter and applause.) 

I'd like to thank so many members of your very distinguished congressional delegation 
for joining me today — Senator Sarbanes, and Senator Mikulski; Representative Wayne 
Gilchrest, your Congressman; Representative Connie Morella; Representative Ben Cardin, 
Representative Al Wynn and Representative Elijah Cummings. 

Now, I know that Ben was formerly the Speaker here, and that Al and Elijah and Connie 
and Senator Sarbanes were all members of this body. It kind of makes you wonder how Senator 
Mikulski and Congressman Gilchrest got elected to Congress. (Laughter.) It's obviously a good 
training program here. (Laughter.) 

I'd like to thank the President of the Maryland State Board of Education, Christopher 



Cross, for being here. When he worked for President Bush, he and I stayed up all night one 
night, writing the national education goals, which began the process which bring us to this point 
today. Thank you, sir, for being here. And I'd like to thank your State Superintendent of 
Education, Nancy Grasmick, for being here. 

Then, there are two people who are not here, who are here with us in spirit, and I would 
like to ask that we all remember them today ~ our good friend. Congressman Steny Hoyer and 
his late wife, Judy, who was one of the finest educators this state ever had. And I know we miss 
them today. Steny and his family are in our prayers, and we are gratefiil for the dedication of 
Judy Hoyer's life to the children and the people of Maryland. 

I would also like to say I'm very glad to be here with two members of my Cabinet, 
Secretary of Education Dick Riley and the Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna 
Shalala. They have served our administration and, more importantly, the American people, 
excepfionally well, and I thank them for their presence here today. And when I finish talking, if 
you want anything else, call them. 
(Laughter.) 

I should also say, since Senator Miller menfioned it, that my college roommate, who 
lived on the Eastern Shore, Tom Kaplan, is here. And he's still my friend after all these years, 
which is either a great tribute to his patience or to the roots and values of the people of Maryland. 
So I'm glad he's here. 

I wanted to come here today to talk in greater detail about the issues I discussed in the 
State of the Union that require us to prepare America for the 21st century. It is important that we 
gather here at this turning point in our history. It was, after all, in this state house that George 
Washington resigned his commission as General of the Continental Army. In fact, it was right 
down the hall in the Lieutenant Governor's Office that Thomas Jefferson wrote George 
Washington's words of resignation. 

It was here that the Treaty of Paris was prepared and ratified, ending the Revolutionary 
War and beginning the greatest experiment in democracy and opportunity the world has ever 
known. 

Just think what began here in this building. What an experiment it has been. All the 
turmoil we have survived /- the Civil War, the two world wars, the Cold War, the social upheaval 
— all the triumphs of our country in civil rights and women's rights, the environmental 
movement, workers' rights, bringing in all the immigrants, the explosion in science and 
technology, the political, the economic, the social achievements of this country. What an 
incredible experiment it has been since the events of so long ago when the treaty ending the 
Revolutionary War was signed and ratified here. 

At each step along the way, how did we keep growing, how did we overcome, how did 



we work through, how did we reach higher? We always had responsible citizens. We were 
always able to come together as one country. And we were always driven by a clear vision. 

I would argue to you that we are at another turning point today and we need responsible 
citizens, a united country, and a clear vision. We face a moment of peace and prosperity, and it 
gives us an extraordinary opportunity to actually decide what kind of future we want for America 
in the 21st century, and then go to work to build it. It is very important that we understand that 
such moments are extremely rare in our history. 

We have perhaps had only one before. After World War II , we dominated the world 
economically. We were the most powerful country in the world militarily. We had some ability 
to decide our future and, thank goodness, we did the right thing with the Marshall Plan and 
rebuilding Europe and Japan, our former friends and our former foes. But we were constrained 
by the Cold War. 

At the beginning of this century probably is the time most like this one when we entered 
the Industrial Era as a powerful and wealthy country at peace. But never have we been quite like 
this, as the world's only superpower, just completing four years where we produced more new 
jobs than at any other four-year period in our history, looking toward a world that is full of 
troubles, to be sure, but so full of explosive opportunities. 

We have an incredible responsibility ~ we in America and you in Maryland. Thanks to 
the leadership of your Governor, and the work that all of you have done, unemployment's at a 
six-year low, things are going well for you here. Your family incomes have risen to fourth in the 
nation. Your welfare rolls have dropped almost 25 percent since 1995. Student achievement has 
risen and more schools are meeting the high standards you have set. We are well positioned. 

But it is a moment of choice. We cannot afford to squander this moment in complacency 
or division. That's normally what happens to people when they sort of get happy and satisfied. 
They get complacent or they fall out over little things. And this is not a fime for us to squander 
in petty bickering or small ambifions. This is a time for us to build a new century. 

We have to meet all the challenges we still have. There are still too many poor children 
in this country and too many lives of children being lost on the streets of America every day. 
There are still too many of our areas in our cities and isolated rural areas that have not felt the 
uplift of the economic recovery. We still have not balanced the budget. We still have not 
finished all the unfinished business of the Cold War. Not everybody who works hard is feeling 
the opportunities that are available in America. We have unfinished business. 

Then we have new challenges that we have to face. We have to prepare for the aging of 
the baby boomers. I know I'm the oldest one; that's a self-interest plea here, I think. (Laughter.) 
We have to prepare for the aging of the baby boomers. We have to make sure that we're ready 
for this new worldwide competition. We have to meet the new security threats ofthe 21st 



century, in terrorism and ethnic and religious and racial conflicts. We have to meet the new 
environmental challenges of the 21st century, most of which will be global in nature. 

So there are challenges out there. But the most important thing is, there are staggering 
opportunities. More people will have more chances to live out their dreams than any people who 
ever lived in the history ofthe Earth if we do the right things. (Applause.) If we do the right 
things. (Applause.) 

We have worked for the last four years essentially to try to make sure America works 
again, that we are functioning at a reasonable level of proficiency so that we can have the 
freedom to do that, to shape our future. And we changed the economic course of this country 
away from supply-side economics to investment economics, to move toward a balanced budget, 
to reduce the deficit, the interest rates, to expand our trade around the world and to invest in our 
people. The results have been good. 

We've tried to move the debate over social policy in Washington away from rhetoric to 
reality, centered on families and communities. You've got now five years of declining crime. 
You've got the biggest drop in welfare rolls in history. You've got real efforts being made 
through the family leave law and other things to help people succeed in raising their children and 
in the workplace. We're in a position now to know what works and to know that we can have 
confidence that if we work together we can make a difference in assaulting our most profound 
challenges here at home. 

We've tried to define the role of government away from the old fight that's dominated 
America almost ever since World War II , to say government is not the problem, government is 
not the solution; government's job is to create the conditions and give people the tools to solve 
their problems and make the most of their own lives. (Applause.) 

So now we have this chance. And it's hard when you're not threatened by a foreign 
enemy to whip people up to a fever pitch of common, intense, sustained, disciplined endeavor. 
But that is what we must do, my fellow Americans. That is what we must do. 

We are strong enough to shape a future that will take advantage of all this life-enhancing 
technology, of these new economic opportunities, of the new opportunities we have to build a 
structure of peace around the world, of the new opportunities we have to put the Information Age 
at the fingertips of the poorest, as well as the wealthiest children in our country, and we had 
better do this. Our children and our grandchildren will never forgive us if we blow 
this chance to make their future the best ftjture ~ (applause). 

It is obvious that to prepare our people for the 21st century we will need a new, more 
far-reaching, deeper partnership in America. The era of big government is over, both because we 
can't go on running national deficits till the end of time and because the nature of our problems 
requires a different approach. But the era of big national challenges is far from over. It will 



never be over. And the ones we face are very big, indeed. 

National leadership can point the way. It can move barriers out of the way that have 
prevented our states, our cities, and our people from solving their own problems. But the real 
responsibilities of building this future are ones we all must bear together. I will do my part. I 
will do what I can to see that the national government does its part. But, in turn, you must work 
with me and with others to make sure that we seize this opportunity while we stand strong 
enough to do so. 

Today I want to talk about two critical areas: giving our children the best education; and 
finishing the job of welfare reform, breaking the cycle of dependency, moving millions of more 
people from welfare to work. Taken together, these issues really are at the core ofour national 
mission to prepare America for the 21st century. 

Everyone must have the tools to succeed in the knowledge economy; that means 
education and training. Everyone willing to work hard with those tools must have a chance to do 
so. That means finishing the job of welfare reform. Education and welfare reform are about 
bringing all Americans to the starting line of the economy, then making sure all of them are 
ready to run the race. Our number one priority must be to ensure that America has the best 
education in the world. (Applause.) 

I cannot add much to the statement we made so long ago in the National Education Goals 
seven years ago now, almost eight years ago. But my shorthand statement is every 
eight-year-old has to be able to read, every 12-year-old should be able to log on to the 
Internet, every 18-year-old should be able to go to college, and every adult American should be 
able to keep on learning for an entire lifetime. That should be our goal. (Applause.) 

Because our future was at stake in the Cold War, we had a bipartisan foreign policy. 
Politics stopped at the water's edge. Well, now our future is at stake, in large measure depending 
upon whether we can give all of our people world-class education. Therefore, we must have a 
nonpartisan commitment to education, and politics should stop at the schoolhouse door in the 
21st century. (Applause.) 

It is not enough for members of Congress and members of the state legislatures and 
elected executives to embrace this commitment. Our businesses, our educators, our parents, all 
our citizens must make the same commitment. I'm gratified that you have a number of Maryland 
parents and teachers and businesspeople committed to education here today. I thank them for 
being here and I thank you for inviting them. 

In my State of the Union address, I laid out a 10-point call to action for American 
education, which is embodied in this booklet. And I want to say just a few words about a 
number of issues today and then focus on one in particular. And I want to thank the State of 
Maryland for taking the lead in doing so many of the right things. A lot of you have worked with 



The lessons that Thoreau taught us are as relevant now (^^if^^Wots^s(l^''^'^r\ they were 
during his lifetime. Now more than ever, we must not forget Ibr a i^omonHhe endowment that 
nature entrusts us with ~ the need to conserve our resourceŝ  learn from our Iand/iigtrp»4jie,^t4 
tall uf LliL wild and protect the gifts we have been given. Fwi^SsnloFfergirforamo^^ 
power of civil disobedience, exemplified by this century's greatest leaders: Dr. King, Ghandi, 
and Nelson Mandela, and the moral obligation we each have individually to stand up against 
injustice. We must not forget for a moment the value of self-reliance ~ of following your own 
inner light ~ to make the most of our own God-given potential. We must not for a moment 
relinquish our ties to the past, but realize their power in our future. We must reinforce the values 
that this country was founded on: freedom, opportunity, and responsibility. And we must 
uphold these ideals in the face of tlie Uiaiigiiig LliitatJ tlml uiu ui liuiii. AL ttiu new century. 

As we approach the dawn ofthe new millenium, we have an enormous opportunity 
before us. As a nation we must ensure that our unique and vibrant cultural life flourishes in the 
new century and that our rich history is treasured and preserved. It is our challenge to imagine 
the future in a way that honors our past ^ut does not chain us to its darkest moments.̂  Are we 
doing what we should be doing to prepare this country for a new century, to widen the circle 
of opportunity, to strengthen the bonds that unite us together, to reinforce our values, to make 
our freedom mean more in the future? 

To answer these questions, we must heed Thoreau's call. We must "settle ourselves, and 
work and wedge our feet downward through the mud and slush of opinion and prejudice. . . till 
we come to a hard bottom and rocks in place, which we can call reality." Those rocks and these 
woods surrounding us, are the cornerstones of this nation. They symbolize-(5Br^onvictions,-©tir 

U r hopes, and our.potentiaj/. , ^ S-fr«>-^l^ "u-^ 

While w^^^ r̂̂ hi a sunlit time of peace and prosperity, we are also at a point of departure 
into a new future, v îth a new economy, new technology,potential dangers and expandrng p^src-^'iL 
opportunities. By preserving this land we ensure that future generations will continue to be 
inspired and guided by the ideals, the values, and the thirst for knowledge that are at our 
-beginning core. We are giving all of our people, especially our children, what they will need to 
realize their dreams and our ever-unfolding destiny as a natioi^Let us take the time to prccorvc cot̂ S*-*"̂ *̂  
what makes us strong, knowing that these fundamentals will transcend into the unknown of 
tomorrow. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
THOREAU INSTITUTE OPENING 

JUNE 5,1998 

Acknowledge: HRC; Don Henley: Kathi Anderson; i 
NiJ'̂ *̂̂  4 ^ ^ d ^ ^ r t - r 

I " ^ like to thank Don for in^ting us to be here today and pfr Kathi^work in making sure 
it all happened. Last Falljl invited pmTthe White House and awarded him with the National 
Humanities Medal, an award given to small number of men and women who keep the American 
memory alive and infuse the future vsath nevy^ea .̂ Being here today — seeing the fruits of 
Don's labor ~ only XXXXX Ho hac oonalTis job ^ preserve a profoundly significant part ofour 
legacy.-as-a4iu'gci' part efhis passionate commitment to preserving our environment and our 
natural heritage. 

I would like to recognize the National Endowment to the Humanities for it's 
committment to Walden. The NEH grant has simulated contributions from individuals, 
corporations, and foundations ~ all working together to bring this Institute to fruition. 

j - f^^o . - , fPfesident Kennedy once said he looked forward to an America that raised the standards of 
/K-tM'""^ "Tartistic achievement and enlarged cultural opportunities for all citizens. The NEH has brought us 

^ much close to realizing that vision. With the support of so many people ~ and many of you ~ 
J^l'^/iA^ we celebrate our capacity for individual expression and common understanding; a«4 we 

I "^-^ rejoice in our nation's thriving-«nd growing diversity* ¥^take pride in the power of imaginafion 
that animates our democracy. ' 

In every community across America, we must make sure to mark the millennium by 
renewing our commitment to the arts and humanities. We are and always will be a nation that 
supports our arfists and scholars. That is our heritage -and it must be our gift to the future. 

As I stand here today, surrounded XXXX, I am struck by the magnanimousJ).eauty.of this 
place. The harmony of all things living, the necessity to renew our energy, the diYl^^i'^oinving ôVû Wisr 
s i r r i^ and the importance of self reliance are the lessons of nature. We don't come to Walden c l j c 
.^y^y;^ to get away from the outside world ~t we come to Walden to obtain greater j- ^ 
understanding of the society in which we live. S^^-^U-

I would like to add to what Hilary has already addressed -||the need to save America s 
national treasures. This institute is a gift to our future in so many ways. Millions of people will 
learn from it's artifacts, be inspired by it's beauty, gain insight from it's teachings and celebrate 
it's wonder. By preserving the tangible treasures of Thoreau, we will perpetually give to our 
children and our children's children the immeasureable gift of his mind, his spirit, his 
philosophy, and his vision for society. The intellect of Henry David Thoreau is a national 
treasure; and this institute will help secure his place in the^heart^ and mmdij for centuries to 
come. /iMf'^^ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release May 7, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO MAYORS CONFERENCE ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The East Room 

3:10 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Mr. Mayor, Secretary Riley, thank you for 
your outstanding work. And I'd like to thank Attorney General Reno and Secretary Slater, 
Secretary Herman, Secretary Glickman for also coming, along with James Lee Witt, our FEMA 
Director. I'd like to thank Mickey Ibarra and Lynn Cutler for the work that they do and all the 
other members of the White House staff, and say a special word of welcome to Senator Kennedy 
and Congressman Martinez, about whom I'll say more in a moment. 

I'm sorry if I cost Mayor Helmke any votes in the Republican primary. It is his great 
misfortune to have been my friend for a long time. But surely, whatever he lost he got back by 
outing me as a law school truant today. I hope he has recovered all that lost ground. 
Unfortunately, it's true. 

Because this is my only opportunity to appear before the press today, before I get into 
my remarks about education I would like to make a few important comments about the peace 
process in the Middle East. 

First, I think it's important in the temporary frustrafion of the moment not to forget what 
Israelis and Palestinians have accomplished in just the past few years: the peace agreement 
signed here in September of 1993, based on the Oslo Accords, the agreement over Hebron, 
continuing in very open dialogue, an unprecedented amount of security cooperation. What we 
are trying to do now is simply to regain the momentum that has been lost in the past few months 
- not by imposing our ideas on anyone, because only the parties can make decisions that will 
affect the lives they have to live, their security and their future. 

What we're searching for is common ground to achieve what Prime Minister Netanyahu 
asked us to pursue a year ago, the start of accelerated permanent status negotiations. It's 
iniportant not to forget that. We are not talking about a final agreement between the Palestinians 
and the Israelis. What we're talking about what kind of agreement can they make within the 
framework of their previous agreements that will get them into discussing all the difficult issues 



that would allow them to wrap this up, hopefiilly on time, by the end of May next year — which 
was the timetable established in the Oslo Accords. 

Secretary Albright, I believe, made some real progress in London. Both Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and Chairman Arafat were seriously constructive. They discussed a set of ideas that 
we believe are necessary to get into those final status talks. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu has asked us to send our Special Envoy, Dennis Ross, back to 
the region to pursue creative ways to make our ideas acceptable to both sides. He leaves later 
today with my instruction to literally go the extra mile, to seize this opportunity for peace, to 
launch the final status talks. 

The Prime Minister and I agreed to try to do this a year ago, and we're going to do our 
best. 1 do not want to minimize the difficulties. Both sides have to make very hard decisions if 
we're going to keep moving forward. But the prize is a just and lasting and secure peace, and the 
prize can be attained. We're going to do everything we can to make it a reality. 

Now, let me say what I said to you before when I was asked to appear before this 
conference. I applaud the mayors for holding this meeting on education. You have done an 
enormous service to the country by being here and by putting this document out. You can lead 
the way to a revolution of high standards and high expectations, of genuine accountability and 
real choice in education. And I believe you are determined to do so. 

In the past few years, a lot has been done by dedicated teachers, fine principals, 
supportive parents, other committed reformers, and our students. But all of us know we have a 
lot more to do. We know that we have the world's best system of higher education, and we've 
taken unprecedented steps to open the doors of college to all Americans. We're moving forward 
on other levels, as well. 

Tuesday, the United States Senate passed 91 to 7 a bill that articulates the principles that 
I set out five years ago in my proposed G.I. Bill for America's Workers. I think all educators 
know that we have to create a system of lifetime learning in America. Everybody has got to be 
able to go back to school throughout their lifetime. Indeed, one of the most important provisions 
in the balanced budget was that which provided a HOPE Scholarship tax credit of $1,500 a year 
for first two years of college, and continuing tax credits for other forms of education for people 
of any age when they have to go back to school. 

What this G.L Bill will do, this present legislation that the Senate passed, is to untangle 
and streamline the current large number of government programs on job training so that workers 
can get a simple skill grant to choose the training they need. That is very important. 

But everyone knows we still have a lot of work to do in our public schools. Our public 
schools, for generations, have taught our children not only how to read and write, but what it 
means to be an American. And they have embodied the principle that everyone ought to have a 
fair and equal chance to live out their dreams. We know we have to strengthen them to do their 
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job for the 21st century. As I said, there is a lot to be proud of It's important to remember ~ and 
I think the evidence will show ~ that since the issuance of the Nafional At Risk report in 1983, 
dedicated teachers, visionary principals, committed students and involved parents have 
accomplished a lot. But a lot needs to be done. 

Our schools are still not giving our children, particularly our children who come in from 
the most difficult circumstances that Mayor Helmke discussed, the best education in the world. 
And, therefore, I really thank you for this action plan. It reflects the lessons that have been 
learned in communities across America. It reflects the goals I have sought to advance, that 
Secretary Riley has worked his heart out on for more than five years now. 

And I think it's worth menfioning what they are. Every child in every community must 
master the basics with national standards in reading and math. Every child must have the chance 
to leam in small classes, especially in the early grades. That's why I proposed a national effort to 
hire 100,000 more teachers and distribute them in a way that will enable us to get average class 
size down to 18 in the first three grades. Every child should have more public school choice and 
the opportunity to leam in a modern, safe, state-of-the-art school. No child in any community, in 
my opinion, should be passed from grade to grade, year after year, without mastering the 
material. I believe that those things are principles that if they were real in every school in 
America would strengthen educadon dramatically. 

I've often said, based on my own personal experience, that there's no education problem 
anywhere in America that hasn't been solved by somebody somewhere in America. We have to 
do more, all of us, to shine a spotlight on reforms that work at the local level and then to 
encourage people to embrace other people's changes. 

You know, our founding fathers set up the states as laboratories of democracy. That was 
a phrase used by James Madison and by other founders. And in so many ways, they are. I used 
to say when I was a governor I was much more proud of being the second state to do something 
than to be the first state to do something, because if we were the second state to do something it 
meant we were paying attention to the laboratories and we weren't embarrassed to take somebody 
else's good idea if it would help our people. 

I think today, more than any other single group of people, the mayors embody that spirit, 
and this report that Secretary Riley is issuing today called, Turning Around Low Performing 
Schools, shows that, number one, it can be done, and shows what is done. Let me just show it to 
you. Dick just gave me a copy of it before I came in. 

I hope this will be read by every mayor, every governor, every school superintendent in 
the entire United States of America. If nothing else, it will give people to know that no matter 
how difficult their problems are things can get better, much better. And I hope that others will be 
as unashamed as I was when I was a governor to take other people's ideas. It's okay to give them 
credit, but the main thing you need to do is to take them. 

When parents and teachers take responsibility, asking more of themselves, their children. 



and their leaders, you can replace triumph ~ you can replace failure with triumph. That's what 
this report shows. It shows that no school is a lost cause and that no child is a lost cause. 

A lot of you have been kind and generous and open-minded enough basically to embrace 
and elevate the remarkable experiment launched by Mayor Daley in Chicago. They looked at 
their schools ~ they saw low test scores, high dropout rates, students literally earning diplomas 
who couldn't read them. But instead of walking away, they went to work. Chicago ended social 
promotion, but Chicago also gave more after-school opportunities, had mandatory summer 
school for children who did not pass from grade to grade, andwe now see, in addition to a lot of 
other changes, including far more involvement by parents school by school — we now see high 
standards and uncompromising excellence coming back into the classrooms of that city. 

And I have been in the Chicago schools, I believe three times in the last couple of years -
-1 was just there recently - and it is truly amazing. 

The thing that has moved me most, I think, was we were at a school - not the last time 
there, but the time before last ~ in which there were lots of parents there who had clearly rejected 
the notion that the worst thing for their child's self-esteem was being forced to go to summer 
school or forced to repeat a grade. They understood that by the time they were 30 years old, if 
they couldn't fill out a job application or read it in the first place, that would do far more damage 
to their self-esteem than having to spend a few more months learning. And that was a terrific 
achievement. And I think you deserve a great deal of credit for it. And I thank you for what 
you've done. 

I believe we have to use standards in testing to identify children who are failing to learn, 
to make sure they get the extra help they need. I believe that we have to say to every student that 
America cares about you, America believes in you whether you believe in yourself, or not, right 
now; but it is our fundamental value in education that you must learn in order to be certified as a 
learner. 

Let me also say, I think we have to say that it is absolutely wrong to go about this 
business of saying you're going to social promotion, or have testing with standards, and then not 
do what it takes to bring the children up to speed. It would be wrong to do this without giving 
those after-school opportunities, without providing those tutorial opportunities, without 
providing those summer school opportunities. 

And I want to say ~ I see Sandy Feldman here ~ I want to say that I think that the 
teachers of this country will lead the way on this if they believe that the kids are going to get the 
long-term support they need to be held to the high standards. And I think the leaders ofthe AFT 
and the NEA feel that way and I think local teachers in every school throughout this country feel 
that way. 

No one wants to be a part of a failing enterprise, especially when the stakes are the 
highest they could possibly be - the future of our children. And if you look at these two things, 
if you say, okay, we know this can be done and everybody wants to do it, then the only 



remaining question is what do we have to do and why aren't we doing it. And I see now more 
and more cities responding to this call ~ Boston, Cincinnati, Long Beach, Rochester, 
Washington, New York, Philadelphia, are all taking steps to end social promotion. I've been in 
many of the schools in cities that are here in this audience represented, and I know that there are 
people working to take the kind of responsibility for transforming their schools. 

Now, if you're going to do that we have a responsibility to help. As Paul said, there are 
some disputes about what the role of the national government should be as opposed to the states 
as opposed to the local level. I think it's important to put on the table first that the federal 
government's role in education has always been somewhat limited. It's less than a dime on the 
dollar of the education money. That means that we should focus on what works, on national 
priorities, and on helping schools that need the most help because they have the least ability to 
provide for the needs of their people. 

We also ought to focus on those that manifest a desire to do the right thing. If you know 
what works, you ought to reward that. That's why I have proposed a network of what we call 
Education Opportunity Zones. Today, Senator Kennedy, Congressman Clay, and others, and Mr. 
Martinez, thank you for being here, will introduce legislation to create these zones all across 
America. 

They will target poor urban and rural communities, where schools are often in crisis. 
They will spread reforms that work. You get the benefit of these zones if you're prepared to end 
social promofion, impose higher standards, recognize good schools, turn around failing ones, 
give parents public school choice, reward outstanding teachers, help those who are having 
trouble, remove those who cannot make the grade, and make sure that all children get the help 
they need through after-school tutoring and summer school. 

This bill should be supported by everyone in both parties who cares about children and 
who cares about turning around failing schools. It is the only way we can offer opportunity to, 
and demand responsibility from, all the children in all of our communities all across America. 

I think one of the most interesting things ~ I asked for a report before I came out here 
about the cities that are working in environments where they don't have the level of direct control 
that the mayor enjoys in Chicago, and I got a good report on what some of you are doing in 
various cities. And the only thing I would say about that is that, either through a cooperative 
process or in some other way, in the end someone has to have the ability to make a decision and 
make it stick. Someone has to have the ability to make a decision. We don't make those 
decisions in Washington. We can create a framework; we can create opportunities; we can give 
money; but in the end, if a change has to be made, there has to be someone who can make the 
change. 

I've already said that I believe ~ and I strongly believe - there's enough evidence of 
what works that i f we get the people together at the local level, you can create an environment in 
which that's happening. But the mayors, even ifthey don't directly control the schools, have to 
be willing to speak up and say that this is not being done if it's not being done. You are the only 



people who can do that. You are still the single voice of your cities. 

And I have now spent hours and hours and hours looking at the Chicago experiment. I 
have spent no little amount of time on several other school systems, including some represented 
in this room, and I honestly believe that in the end, if no one can make a decision, and they can 
always bat authority back and forth, and no one can be held accountable, and no one's willing to 
be responsible for what doesn't work as well for what does, it's going to be very tough. 

So we'll do our best to push this bill. I hope you'll help us pass it. I think it will really 
support what you're trying to do. But you know as well as I do, that i f we have a value of no 
social promofion, if we have a value that says ever child can learn, if we're trying to propose 
what works, in the end someone has to be able to take responsibility for making that decision. 

Now, let me say that we've got a comprehensive education agenda in the Congress, as all 
of you know. We're trying to get the funds to aid for school construction and school repair. 
Many of our cities have average age of their school buildings over 65 years. Many ofour other 
cities have huge numbers of children going to school in trailers every day. I hope we can pass 
the construction bill. I hope we can pass the smaller classes. 

We're doing our best to get full authorization for America Reads, to continue our work to 
help you hook up all the classrooms and libraries in the country to the Internet by the year 2000, 
to continue our struggle for national standards, including the tests in reading and math at the 
fourth and eighth grade. 

We have made some progress on some of these issues in Congress. We may have a 
chance to talk about that in the question and answer period, but so far we have not been able to 
persuade the Congress to embrace the smaller class sizes, the modernized schools, the more 
teachers, the higher standards. We're going to keep working to do that. I want to ask Congress 
to join with the mayors across party lines to do what is right for our children in the 21st century. 

You have set an example ~ all of you, without regard to party ~ who have put your 
children first. And just remember this, I had a meeting with the head of the Federal Reserve 
Board, Alan Greenspan, a couple of days ago. And he said ~ it was really interesting — he said, 
you know, it's hard to be sure about everything that's going on in this economy, but one thing is 
absolutely clear: it is now being powered by ideas. We live in an economy of ideas. You have 
more wealth growth on less density of physical product than ever before in human history and 
the trend will continue unabated. That means all the opportunities of tomorrow are those that are 
in the minds of our children waiting to be brought out. 

You recognize that and together we have to bring them out. Thank you very much. 

END 3:35 P.M. EDT 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. At the dawn of a new millennium, one of 
our greatest challenges is to make the most of our unbelievable cultural diversity. Tonight, we 
will see a very dynamic illustration ofthe value of this diversity. We'll celebrate the creative 
fusion of styles that is American dance. 

Our culture has always been nourished by many streams. Even those who arrived on our 
shores with only the clothes on their backs have brought their rich cultural traditions. These 
traditions have merged in serendipitous ways, giving rise to uniquely American forms. 

Nowhere is this more apparent than in the aggressive, expressive flow of American 
dance. Tonight, we'll see several generations of dancers ~ several generations ~ demonstrate 
four evolving dance forms. As Hillary said, we'll see tap, Irish step -for the Irish here - the 
Lindy and jazz. We'll see a dance heritage that is diverse as our people. We'll see the historians 
and the rhythms of cultures all around the world. We'll see the longing, the adventures, the joys 
ofthe American experiment̂ at work. 

Our emcee and guide tonight is a young man whom Gregory Hines, no slouch himself at 
dancing, called "the greatest tap dancer of all time," Savion Glover. Savion, take it away. 

Thank you. How long do you think it would take to learn that? What a remarkable, 
wonderful evening you've given us all, a wonderful example of the rich cultural treasures we all 
carry forward with us into this wonderful new millennium. Thank you, Sevian. Thank all the 
dancers who are here tonight. I got an aerobic workout just watching. 



And we certainly can't forget the great musicians. Let's give them a hand. Come on. 
One thing we know is that playing this instrument is good for the heart. Thank you, thank you 
all for joining us and good night. Bless you. Thank you. 

END 8:54 P.M.EST 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, General Woerner, for your kind words and 
for your fine work. I thank you on behalf of all Americans for all the American Battle 
Monuments Commission does all around the world to ensure that our fallen heroes receive the 
honor they deserve. 

Mr. Vice President, to the members of the Cabinet, Senator and Mrs. Dole and Robin, 
Majority Leader Lott and many members of Congress who are here today; to the representatives 
of the veterans service organizations, the members of the American Battle Monuments 
Commission, my fellow Americans: 

Let me begin by thanking Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, Governor Hugh Carey, 
Commissioner Wheeler, Dr. Williams, my good friend, Jess Hay, and all the members of the 
American Battle Monuments Commission, and the World War II Memorial Advisory Board for 
their efforts to create the first national memorial to all who served in World War I I . I want to 
congratulate also Professor St. Florian and his team on their design. I have reviewed it and it is 
very impressive. 

The World War II Memorial will commemorate one of the great defining passages in our 
nation's history. Fittingly, it will be flanked by the Washington Monument and the Lincoln 
Memorial. For if the Revolutionary War marks the birth of our republic, and the Civil War its 
greatest trial, then surely America's triumph in World War II will forever signal our coming of 
age. Roused by the threat of tyranny and fascism, provoked by an infamous attack, millions of 
Americans fought under freedom's flag, carrying it to far-off places whose names still stir our 
souls. 

At home, our nation tumed as one to the task of building a mighty arsenal for our 



democratic warriors. Out of the crucible of global conflict and total war, the greatest struggle 
humankind has ever known, America emerged as the world's most powerful force for peace and 
freedom and prosperity. With this memorial we pay lasting homage to the 16 million men and 
women who took up arms in that battle. 

Some ofthe bravest among them were those who fought for freedom themselves were 
denied. Earlier this week I had the chance to recognize the extraordinary courage of seven 
African American soldiers with the nation's highest military honor ~ an award that was richly 
deserved as long as it was overdue. But I say today that we owe them and all the veterans of 
World War II a debt that can never be fully repaid. As I said, and had the honor to say in 
Normandy, when they were young they saved the world. 

This memorial also quite rightly remembers the heroics and hardships of those on the 
home front. Many of the families who started the war with a star in the window ended it with 
sorrow in their hearts, their loved ones lost forever. But our Americans scrimped and saved, 
making do with three gallons of gas a week and two pair of shoes a year. With the American 
Red Cross they worked to tend the wounded and send millions of care packages overseas. They 
ran the factories ~ "manned" in many cases by women ~ that churned out the planes, the tanks, 
the ships that enabled the allies to control the land, the air and the sea. 

In war, this generation of heroes summoned the collective resolve to defend our most 
cherished values and to defeat the most fearsome enemies. In peace they came home and drew 
on that strength and unity to meet the challenges of a new era. Their leaders did not seek to 
withdraw from the world, but to build alliances and institutions, to promote our prosperity and to 
secure our victory in the long Cold War. This memorial will stand as a lasting tribute to what 
Americans can achieve when they work together. 

It is especially appropriate at this time that we also honor the remarkable service of one of 
our nation's most disfinguished World War II veterans who has spent the last 50 years of his life 
building America and a better world. Senator Bob Dole. 

Fifty-one years ago, during a fierce fight in Italy's Po Valley, Second Lieutenant Bob 
Dole was going to the aid of a fallen comrade when a shell struck him down. He would bear the 
burden of that terrible injury from that day forward. His recuperation was long and uncertain. 
Yet Senator Dole turned adversity to advantage and pain to public service, embodying the motto 
of the state that he loved and went on to serve so well: Ad astra per aspera ~ to the stars through 
difficulties. 

Son of the soil, citizen, soldier and legislator. Bob Dole understands the American 
people, their struggles, their triumphs and their dreams. Through five decades ofpublic service 
that took him from county attomey to Senate Majority Leader, and the longest serving leader of 
his party in history, he never forgot his roots in Russell, Kansas. He has stood up for what he 
believed, championing the interests of his state's hard-working farmers, helping the disabled 
through leading the way to the Americans with Disabilities Act, extending the Voting Rights 
Act, playing a key role in the Nafional Commission on Social Security Reform, and always, 



always supporting the leadership of our country ~ first, throughout that long twilight struggle of 
the Cold War, and now in this new era, reasserting America's indispensable role for peace and 
freedom, security and prosperity. 

In times of conflict and crisis, he has worked to keep America united and strong. In this 
city often known for taking itself too seriously, we are all better for his fine sense of humor. But 
our country is better for his courage, his determination, and his willingness to go the long course 
to lead America. 

I am pleased to be able to recognize Bob Dole's record of achievement with the highest 
honor our nation can bestow on a citizen, the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Through it, we 
honor not just his individual achievement, but his clear embodiment ofthe common values and 
beliefs that join us as a people ~ values and belief that he has spent his life advancing. 

Senator Dole, a grateful nation presents this award, with respect for the example you have 
set for Americans today and for Americans in generations yet to come. 

I now ask the Military Aide to read the citation. 

Major, post the orders. 

(The citation is read.) (Applause.) 

SENATOR DOLE: I , Robert J. Dole ~ (laughter and applause) - do solemnly swear ~ 
sorry, wrong speech - (laughter). But I had a dream ~ (laughter) ~ that I would be here this 
historic week receiving something from the President ~ (laughter) ~ but I thought it would be the 
front door key. (Laughter). 

Mr. President, Mrs. Clinton, Mr. Vice President, and distinguished guests, no one can 
claim to be equal to this honor, but I will cherish it as long as I live, because this occasion allows 
me to honor some others who are more entitled. 

And I'm looking at a fellow soldier. Sergeant Carafa (phonetic). He helped me a long 
time ago. And at every stage of my life, I've been a witness to the greatness of this country. 
Even playing a small role, I have seen American soldiers bring hope and leave graves in every 
corner of the world. I have seen this nation overcome Depression and segregation and 
communism, turning back mortal threats to human freedom. And I have stood in awe of 
American courage and decency, a virtue so rare in history and so common in this precious place. 

I can vividly remember the first time I walked into the Capitol as a member of Congress. 
It was a honor beyond the dreams of a small town. I felt part of something great and noble. 
Even playing a small role seemed like a high calling, because America was the hope of history. 
And I have never questioned that faith in victory or in honest defeat. And the day I left office it 
was undiminished. 



I know there are some who doiibt these ideals. And I suspect they are young men and 
young women who have not been adequately taught them. So let me leave a message to the 
future. I have found honor in the profession of politics.' I have found vitality in the American' 
ejcperiment. Our challenge is not to question American ideals or replace them, but to act worthy 
of them. 

I have been in government at moments when politics was elevated by courage into history 
~ when the Civil Rights Act was passed; when the Americans With Disabilities became law. No 
one who took part in those honorable causes can doubt that public service at its best is noble. 

The moral challenges of our time can seem less clear, but they still demand conviction 
and courage and character. They still require young men and women with faith in our process. 
They still demand idealists captured by the honor and adventure of service. They still demand 
citizens who accept responsibility and who defy cynicism, affirming the American faith and 
renewing her hope. They still demand the President and Congress to find real unity in the public 
good. 

If we remember this, then America will always be the country of tomorrow, where every 
day is a new begirming and every life is an instrument of God's jusfice. 

Mr. President, Mr. Vice President, Mrs. Clinton, Elizabeth and I join me in wishing you 
and Mrs. Clinton, Vice President and Mrs. Gore all the best as you embark on your second term. 
May God bless you and each inhabitant of this house, and may God bless America. (Applause.) 

END 10:45 A.M. EST 
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The Life and Times 
of 

Henry D. Thoreau 
By Elizabeth Hall Witherell, with Elizabeth Dubrulle 

THOREAU'S EARLY YEARS 

Henry Thoreau was bom in 1817 in Concord, where his father, Jolin, was a shopkeeper. John moved his 
family to Chelmsford and Boston, following business opportunities. In 1823 the family moved back to 
Concord where John established a pencil-making concern that eventually brought financial stability to 
the family. Thoreau's mother, Cynthia Dunbar, took in boarders for many years to help make ends meet. 
Thoreau's older siblings, Helen and John, Jr., were both schoolteachers; when it was decided that their 
brother should go to Harvard College, as had his grandfather before him, they contributed from their 
teaching salaries to help pay his expenses, at that fime about $179 a year. 

Harvard put heavy emphasis on the classics-Thoreau studied Latin and Greek grammar or composition 
for three of his four years. He also took courses in mathematics, English, history, and mental, natural, 
and intellectual philosophy. Modern languages were voluntary, and Thoreau chose to take Italian, 
French, German, and Spanish. He was never happy about the teaching methods used at Harvard-Ralph 
Waldo Emerson is supposed to have remarked that most of the branches of learning were taught at 
Harvard, and Thoreau to have replied, "Yes, all of the branches and none of the roots"-but he did 
appreciate the lifelong borrowing privileges at Harvard College Library for which his degree qualified 
him. 

ASPIRING WRITER 

He returned to Concord after his graduation in 1837 and took up the profession of teaching, first at the 
district school and then in a school he opened with his brother John. He had already begun to think of 
himself as a writer, however, and when he and John had to close their school in 1841 Thoreau accepted 
an offer to stay in with neighboring Emerson's family and earn his keep as a handyman while he 
concentrated on his writing. 

Thoreau knew himself to be a writer from the time he graduated from Harvard. He had begun keeping a 
journal in 1837 and had probably started writing poetry earlier than that; he also wrote and published 
essays and reviews. He soon found, however, that he would have to earn his living in some other way. 

GETTING A L I V I N G 

For a steady income, he relied on two sources: the family pencil business and his own practice as a 
surveyor. The Thoreau family became involved in manufacturing pencils in the 1820s, and Thoreau used 
his talent as an engineer to improve the product. He invented a machine that ground the plumbago for 
the leads into a very fine powder and developed a combination of the finely ground plumbago and clay 
that resulted in a pencil that produced a smooth, regular line. He also improved the method of 
assembling the casing and the lead. Thoreau pencils were the first produced in America that equaled 
those made by the German company, Faber, whose pencils set the standard for quality. In the 1850s, 
when the electrotyping process of printing began to be used widely, the Thoreaus shifted from 
pencil-making to supplying large quantities oftheir finely ground plumbago to printing companies. 
Thoreau continued to run the company after his father's death in 1859. Characteristically, Thoreau put 
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the business letters and invoices associated with the company to a second use as scrap paper for lists and 
notes, and drafts of his late unfinished natural history essays. 

Thoreau taught himself to survey; he had, as Emerson noted in his eulogy, "a natural skill for 
mensuration," and he was very good at the work. In addition to working for the town of Concord, he 
surveyed house and wood lots around Concord for landowners who were having property assessed and 
those wanting to settle boundary disputes with their neighbors. In 1859, he was hired by a group of 
farmers who filed suit against the owners of the Billerica Dam, claiming that the dam raised the water 
level in the river and destroyed the farmers' meadow lands. To help support the claim, Thoreau collected 
evidence from many sources. He interviewed people with long experience of the river, took extensive 
measurements of the water level at various points along its course, and inspected all ofthe river's 
bridges. He recorded his findings in a large chart and transferred appropriate information to an existing 
survey ofthe river that he had traced. The dispute was a bitter one, arousing ill-feeling in the town: 
Thoreau reported in his Journal that one of those he interviewed testified in court that the river was 
"dammed at both ends and cursed in the middle." 

He also collected specimens for Louis Agassiz, who had brought the study of natural history to Harvard 
after Thoreau graduated, but he was not compensated for this work. He lectured several times a year at 
lyceums and private homes from Maine to New Jersey. These lectures were important in his process of 
composition—most of the ideas and themes in his essays and books were first presented to the public in 
lectures—but they were not lucrative. 

In 1847, responding to a request from the secretary of his Harvard class, he described his various 
employments: " I am a Schoolmaster-a Private Tutor, a Surveyor-a Gardener, a Farmer—a Painter, I 
mean a House Painter, a Carpenter, a Mason, a Day-Laborer, a Pencil-Maker, a Glass-paper Maker, a 
Writer, and sometimes a Poetaster." He generalized about the advantage of making just enough money 
to supply his limited needs in the essay "Life without Principle": "Those slight labors which afford me a 
livelihood, and by which it is allowed that 1 am to some extent serviceable to my contemporaries, are as 
yet commonly a pleasure to me, and I am not often reminded that they are a necessity" {Reform Papers, 
p. 160). 

TRANSCENDENTALISM 

Thoreau and the Transcendentalist movement in New England grew up together. Thoreau was nineteen 
years old when Emerson published Nature, an essay that articulates the philosophical underpinnings of 
the movement. Transcendentalism began as a radical religious movement, opposed to the rationalist, 
conservative institution that Unitarianism had become. Many of the movement's early proponents were 
or had been Unitarian ministers, Emerson among them. 

They had found Unitarianism wanfing both spiritually and emotionally, and, beginning in the late 1820s, 
had expressed the need for and conviction of a more personal and intuitive experience ofthe divine, one 
available to every person. "The foregoing generations beheld God and nature face to face;" wrote 
Emerson in Nature, "we, through their eyes. Why should not we also enjoy an original relation to the 
universe? Why should not we have a poetry and philosophy of insight and not of tradition, and a religion 
by revelation to us, and not the history of theirs?" 

The Transcendentalists assumed a universe divided into two essential parts, the soul and nature. 
Emerson defined the soul by defining nature: "all that is separated from us, all which Philosophy 
distinguishes as the NOT ME, that is, both nature and art, all other men and my own body, must be 
ranked under this name, NATURE." A belief in the reliability of the human conscience was a 
fundamental Transcendentalist principle, and this belief was based upon a convicfion ofthe immanence, 
or indwelling, of God in the soul of the individual. "We see God around us because He dwells within 
us," wrote William Ellery Channing in 1828; "the beauty and glory of God's works are revealed to the 
mind by a light beaming from itself" 

This conviction of immanence enabled Thoreau to write, in "Civil Disobedience," "the only obligation 
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which I have a right to assume, is to do at any time what I think is right," and it supported his intense 
and particular interest in nature, in which the divine force is also revealed" {Reform Papers, p. 65). As a 
reflection of God, nature expressed symbolically the spiritual world that worked beyond the physical 
one. Transcendentalism can be seen as the religious and intellectual expression of Anierican democracy: 
all men had an equal chance of experiencing and expressing divinity directly, regardless of wealth, social 
status, or polifics. 

Initially because of Emerson's presence. Concord was a significant intellectual and cultural center in 
Thoreau's time. Nathaniel Hawthorne and Bronson Alcott lived there, as did William Ellery Channing 
the Younger. Margaret Fuller visited Emerson often, and Franklin Sanborn boarded with the Thoreau 
family in the 1850s. Theodore Parker, George Ripley, Thomas Wentworth Higginson, and Horace 
Greeley were also members of the circle of friends. 

Thoreau was respected within this circle, but he was always a prickly individualist. He cared little for 
group activifies, whether political or religious, and even avoided organized reform movements until the 
moral imperative of abolition commanded his attention. In eulogizing Thoreau, Emerson said "there was 
somewhat military in his nature, not to be subdued, always manly and able, but rarely tender, as if he did 
not feel himself except in opposition." 

INDIVIDUALISM 

In "Civil Disobedience," Thoreau expressed his belief in the power and, indeed, the obligation ofthe 
individual to determine right from wrong, independent of the dictates of society: ". . . any man more 
right than his neighbors, constitutes a majority of one . . . " {Reform Papers, p. 74). While many of his 
contemporaries espoused this view, few practiced it in their own lives as consistently as Thoreau. 
Thoreau exercised his right to dissent from the prevailing views in many ways, large and small. He 
worked for pay intermittently, he cultivated relationships with several ofthe town's outcasts, he lived 
alone in the woods for two years, he never married, he signed off from the First Parish Church rather 
than be taxed automatically to support it every year. 

Thoreau encouraged others to assert their individuality, each in his or her own way. When neighbors 
talked of emulating his lifestyle at the pond, he was dismayed rather than flattered. 

I would not have any one adopt my mode of living on any account; for, beside that before he 
has fairly learned it I may have found out another for myself, I desire that there may be as 
many different persons in the world as possible; but I would have each one be very careful 
to find out and pursue his own way, and not his father's or his mother's or his neighbor's 
instead. The youth nia:y build or plant or sail, only let him not be hindered from doing that 
which he tells me he would like to do. It is by a mathematical point only that we are wise, as 
the sailor or the fugitive slave keeps the polestar in his eye; but that is sufficient guidance 
for all our life. We may not arrive at our port within a calculable period, but we would 
preserve the true course. {Walden, p. 71) 

If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different 
drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away. 
{Walden, p. 326) 

Thoreau also believed that independent, well-considered action arose naturally from a questing attitude 
of mind. He was first and foremost an explorer, ofboth the world around him and the world within him. 

Be a Columbus to whole new corifinis'iits and worlds within-you, opening new channels, notj_ 
of trade, but ofthought7(Walden-pr32\y" ' 

Thoreau's celebration of solitude was a natural outgrowth of his commitment to the idea of individual 
action. His neighbors frequently saw him heading out for his regular afternoon walk which took him to 
every stream and meadow in Concord and the surrounding towns. Contemporaries attest that Thoreau 
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was gregarious, and he left an extensive correspondence which demonstrates the depth and perseverance 
of his friendships. And although he had many visitors at Walden, much of the time he was alone, a 
condition he savored. 

I never found the companion that was so companionable as solitude. {Walden, p. 135) 

The man who goes alone can start to-day; but he who travels with another must wait till that 
other is ready. {Walden, p. 72) 

MATERIALISM 

Allying himself with an ancient tradifion of asceficism, Thoreau considered the ownership of material 
possessions beyond the basic necessities of life to be an obstacle, rather than an advantage. He saw that 
most people measured their worth in terms of what they owned, and stood this common assumption on 
its head. 

I see young men, my townsmen, whose misfortune it is to have inherited farms, houses, 
barns, cattle, and farming tools; for these are more easily acquired than got rid of Better if 
they had been born in the open pasture and suckled by a wolf, that they might have seen 
with clearer eyes what field they were called to labor in. {Walden, p. 5) 

A man is rich in proportion to the number of things which he can afford to let alone. 
{Walden, p. 82) 

Thoreau proposed to determine what was basic to human survival, and then to live as simply as possible. 

By the words, necessary of life, I mean whatever, of all that man obtains by his own 
exertions, has been from the first, or from long use has become, so important to human life 
that few, if any, whether from savageness, or poverty, or philosophy, ever attempt to do 
without it. {Walden, p. 12) 

Most of the luxuries, and many of the so called comforts of life, are not only not 
indispensable, but positive hinderances to the elevafion of mankind. {Walden, p. 14) 

My greatest skill has been to want but little. {Walden, p. 69) 

He grew some of his own food, including beans, potatoes, peas, and turnips. He ate wild berries and 
apples, and occasionally a fish that he had caught, and once killed and cooked a woodchuck that had 
ravaged his bean-field. He so arranged his affairs that he had to work only a little at a time for his 
upkeep, and he kept a broad margin to his life for reading, thinking, walking, observing, and writing. 

For more than five years I maintained myself thus solely by the labor of my hands, and I 
found, that by working about six weeks in a year, I could meet all the expenses of living. 
The whole of my winters, as well as most of my summers, I had free and clear for study. 
{Walden, p. 69) 

It is not necessary that a man should earn his living by the sweat of his brow, unless he 
sweats easier than I do. {Walden, p. 71) 

TECHNOLOGY AND PROGRESS 

Thoreau, himself an inventor and an engineer of sorts, was fascinated by teclinology, and the 
mid-nineteenth century saw a series of inventions that would radically change the world, such as power 
looms, railroads, and the telegraph. But these inventions were products of a larger movement, the 
industrial revolution, in which Thoreau saw the potential for the destruction of nature for the ends of 
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commerce. In Thoreau's view, technology also provoked an excitement that was counterproductive 
because it served as a distraction from the important questions of life. 

Perhaps we are led oftener by the love of novelty, and a regard for the opinions of men, in 
procuring it, than by a true utility. {Walden, p. 21) 

Our inventions are wont to be pretty toys, which distract our attention from serious things. 
They are but improved means to an unimproved end, an end which it was already but too 
easy to arrive at; as railroads lead to Boston or New York. We are in great haste to construct 
a magnetic telegraph from Maine to Texas; but Maine and Texas, it may be, have nothing 
important to communicate. {Walden, p. 52) 

The railroad was made the symbol of technology, and its effects in Walden and the language Thoreau 
uses to describe it expressed his ambivalence. 

I watch the passage of the morning cars with the same feeling that I do the rising ofthe sun, 
which is hardly more regular. Their train of clouds stretching far behind and rising higher 
and higher, going to heaven while the cars are going to Boston, conceals the sun for a 
minute and casts my distant field into the shade, a celestial train beside which the petty train 
of cars which hugs the earth is but the barb of the spear. The stabler of the iron horse was up 
early this winter moming by the light of the stars amid the mountains, to fodder and harness 
his steed. Fire, too, was awakened thus early to put the vital heat in him and get him off If 
the enterprise were as innocent as it is early! If the snow lies deep, they strap on his 
snow-shoes, and with the giant plow, plow a furrow from the mountains to the seaboard, in 
which the cars, like a following drill-barrow, sprinkle all the restless men and floating 
merchandise in the country for seed. All day the fire-steed flies over the country, stopping 
only that his master may rest, and 1 am awakened by his tramp and defiant snort at 
midnight, when in some remote glen in the woods he fronts the elements incased in ice and 
snow; and he will reach his stall only with the morning star, to start once more on his travels 
without rest or slumber. Or perchance, at evening, I hear him in his stable blowing off the 
superfluous energy of the day, that he may calm his nerves and cool his liver and brain for a 
few hours of iron slumber. If the enterprise were as heroic and commanding as it is 
protracted and unwearied! {Walden, pp. 116-117) 

NATURE 

Thoreau was a dedicated, self-taught naturalist, who disciplined himself to observe the natural 
phenomena around Concord systematically and to record his observations almost daily in his Journal. 
The Journal contains initial formulations of ideas and descriptions that appear in Thoreau's lectures, 
essays, and books; early versions of passages that reached final form in Walden can be found in the 
Journal as early as 1846. Thoreau's observations of nature enrich all of his work, even his essays on 
political topics. Images and comparisons based on his studies of animal behavior, ofthe life cycles of 
plants, and of the features of the changing seasons illustrate and enliven the ideas he puts forth in 
Walden. 

All day long the red squirrels came and went, and afforded me much entertainment by their 
manoeuvres. One would approach at first warily through the shrub-oaks, running over the 
snow cmst by fits and starts like a leaf blown by the wind, now a few paces this way, with 
wonderful speed and waste of energy, making inconceivable haste with his "trotters," as if it 
were for a wager, and now as many paces that way, but never getting on more than half a 
rod at a time; and then suddenly pausing with a ludicrous expression and a gratuitous 
somerset, as if all the eyes in the universe were fixed on him,-for all the motions of a 
squirrel, even in the most solitary recesses of the forest, imply spectators as much as those 
of a dancing girl,—wasfing more time in delay and circumspecfion than would have sufficed 
to walk the whole distance,-! never saw one walk,-and then suddenly, before you could 
say Jack Robinson, he would be in the top of a young pitch-pine, winding up his clock and 
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chiding all imaginary spectators, soliloquizing and talking to all the universe at the same 
time,-for no reason that I could ever detect, or he himself was aware of, I suspect. {Walden, 
pp. 273-274) 

The grass flames up on the hillsides like a spring fire,-"et primitus oritur herba imbribus 
primoribus evocata,"-as if the earth sent forth an inward heat to greet the retuming sun; not 
yellow but green is the color of its flame;-the symbol of perpetual youth, the grass-blade, 
like a long green ribbon, streams from the sod into the summer, checked indeed by the frost, 
but anon pushing on again, lifting its spear of last year's hay with the fresh life below. .. . 
So our human life but dies down to its root, and still puts forth its green blade to eternity. 
{Walden,pp.3\0-2\l) 

Once it chanced that I stood in the very abutment of a rainbow's arch, which filled the lower 
stratum of the atmosphere, tinging the grass and leaves around, and dazzling me as if I 
looked through colored crystal. It was a lake of rainbow light, in which, for a short while, I 
lived like a dolphin. If it had lasted longer it might have finged my employments and life. 
{Walden, p. 202) 

The love of nature that is evident in Thoreau's descriptions in Walden is one of the most powerful 
aspects of the book. The environmental movement of the past thirty years has embraced Thoreau as a 
guiding spirit, and he is valued for his early understanding of the idea that nature is made up of 
interrelated parts. He is considered by many to be the father of the environmental movement. 

BEFORE AND AFTER WALDEN 

Walden is Thoreau's best-known book, but other works of his written both before and after Walden have 
met with favorable responses. All of his writing except his poetry is expository-he wrote no fiction-and 
much of it is built on the framework of the journey, short or long, external or interior. A Week, The 
Maine Woods, Cape Cod, and the essays "A Winter Walk," "A Walk to Wachusett," and "An Excursion 
to Canada," for example, are all structured as traditional travel narratives. The speaker-and it is useful to 
remember that almost all of Thoreau's published essays and books were first presented as lectures-sets 
out from home in each case, and the reader experiences the wonders of each new place with him, sharing 
the meditations it inspires, and finally returning with him to Concord with a deeper understanding of 
both native and foreign places and of the journeying self Other essays take the reader on different kinds 
of journeys-through the foliage of autumn ("Autumnal Tints"), through the cultivated and wild orchards 
of history ("Wild Apples"), through the life-cycle of a plot of land as one species of tree gives way to 
another ("The Succession of Forest Trees"). 

Nature is Thoreau's first great subject; the question of how we should live is his second. One series of 
his essays deals with issues of personal explorafion and renewal. In the 1830s and 1840s a wave of 
reform movements of all kinds swept New England. The issues involved ranged from women's rights to 
temperance, from education to religion, from diet to sex. In general, Thoreau did not support reform 
movements; after he was invited tojoin the model community at Brook Farm, he wrote in his Journal, 
"As for these communities, I think I had rather keep bachelor's hall in hell than go to board in heaven." 
The one movement with which he finally could not resist an alliance was abolitionism. Although he 
wrote in Walden, 

I sometimes wonder that we can be so frivolous, I may almost say, as to attend to the gross 
but somewhat foreign form of servitude called Negro Slavery, there are so many keen and 
subtle masters that enslave both north and south. It is hard to have a southern overseer; it is 
worse to have a northern one; but worst of all when you are the slave-driver of yourself (p. 
7) 

and was at first reluctant to speak at abolitionist rallies because he felt he was expected to follow certain 
formulas, he later gave several impassioned lectures in response to the enforcement ofthe Fugitive Slave 
Law and in support of the activifies of John Brown. Considering his neighbors' dismissive responses to 
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Brown at the news of his death, Thoreau wrote, 

I hear another ask, Yankee-like, 'What will he gain by it?' as if he expected to fill his 
pockets by this enterprise. Such a one has no idea of gain but in this worldly sense. If it does 
not lead to a "surprise" party, if he does not get a new pair of boots, or a vote of thanks, it 
must be a failure. 'But he won't gain any thing by it.' Well, no, I don't suppose he could get 
four-and-sixpence a day for being hung, take the year round; but then he stands a chance to 
save a considerable part of his soul-and such a soul!-when you do not. No doubt you can 
get more in your market for a quart of milk than for a quart of blood, but that is not the 
market that heroes carry their blood to. ("A Plea for Captain John Brown," Reform Papers, 
p. 119) 

Thoreau's most famous essay is "Civil Disobedience," published in 1849 as "Resistance to Civil 
Government." The incident that provoked him to write it took place in July 1846, while he was living at 
Walden. Coming into town to have a pair of shoes repaired, he was arrested for non-payment ofthe poll 
tax assessed against every voter, and spent a night in jail. He was released the next day, after one of his 
relatives, probably an aunt, paid what was owed, but the event gave him the impetus to attack the 
government in a classic anti-war, anti-slavery piece that gave support to the passive resistance of 
Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other twentieth-century conscientious objectors. 

Some critics now consider Thoreau's Journal his most innovative and exciting work. In it he was able to 
show his thoughts in their natural relation to one another, not forced into a thematic arrangement, or 
stretched or lopped to fit the constraints of formal exposition. The natural alternation of observation and 
reflection provided a rhythm that suited his temperament and style. He usually walked in the mornings 
and, using field notes that were almost a shorthand to remind him of what he had observed, wrote in the 
afternoons, although he sometimes postponed the composition and wrote several days' entries at once. 

Thoreau's careful observations of the cycles of growing plants, of water levels in the local rivers and 
ponds, of fluctuating temperatures, and of many other natural phenomena are recorded in his Journal. 
They became the basis for a series of lists and charts that provided precise informafion for several essays 
in Transcendental natural history that remained unfinished at his death, and that show him developing 
another kind of writing—more scienfific than his excursions but no less poefic. 

References to Walden are to: Walden, ed. J. Lyndon Shanley (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1971). References to Reform Papers are to: Reform Papers, ed. Wendell Glick (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1973). 
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The American Dream 
Dr. King gave the commencement address at Lincoln University in Peyinsylvania 
on 6 June 1961. This is a transcription of that address. 

I P . . . Today you bid farewell to the friendly security of this academic envi-
ronment, a setting that will remain dear to you as long as the cords of 

p memory shall lengthen. As you go out today to enter the clamorous 
highways of life, I should like to discuss with you some aspects of the 
American dream. For in a real sense, America is essentially a dream, a 
dream as yet unfulfilled. It is a dream of a land where men of all races, 
of all nationalities and of all creeds can live together as brothers. The 
substance of the dream is expressed in these sublime words, words lifted 
to cosmic proportions: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

1%' men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with cer­
tain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pur­
suit of happiness." This is the dream. 

One of the first things we notice in this dream is an amazing universal-
I P ' ism. It does not say some men, but it says all men. It does not say all 
l̂ fj; white men, but it says all men, which includes black men. It does not say 

all Gentiles, but it says all men, which includes Jews. It does not say all 
Protestants, but it says all men, which includes Catholics. 

And there is another thing we see in this dream that ultimately distin­
guishes democracy and our form of government from all of the totali­
tarian regimes that emerge in history. It says that each individual has 
certain basic rights that are neither conferred by nor derived frorn the 
state. To discover where they came from it is necessary to move back 
behind the dim mist of eternity, for they are God-given, Very seldom if 
ever in the history of the world has a sociopolitical document expressed 
in such profoundly eloquent and unequivocal language the dignity and 
the worth of human personality. The American dream reminds us that 
every man is heir to the legacy of worthiness. 

Ever since the Founding Fathers of our nation dreamed this noble 
dream, America has been something of a schizophrenic personality, 
tragically divided against herself. On the one hand we have proudly pro­
fessed the principles of democracy, and on the other hand we have sadly 
practiced the very antithesis of those principles. Indeed slavery and seg­
regation have been strange paradoxes in a nation founded on the prin-
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ciple that all men are created equal. This is what the Swedish sociolo­
gist, Gunnar Myrdal, referred to as the American dilemma. 

But the shape of the world today does not permit us the luxury of an 
anemic democracy. The price America must pay for the continued ex­
ploitation of the Negro and other minority groups is the price of its own 
destruction. The hour is late; the clock of destiny is ticking out. It is 
trite, but urgently true, that if America is to remain a first-class nation 
she can no longer have second-class citizens. Now, more than ever be­
fore, America is challenged to bring her noble dream into reality, and 
those who are working to implement the American dream are the true 
saviors of democracy. 

Now may I suggest some of the things we must do if we are to make 
the American dream a reality. First I think all of us must develop a 
world perspective if we are to survive. The American dream will not be-

; come a reality devoid of the larger dream of a world of brotherhood and 
•W0' \ peace and good will. The world in which we live is a world of geographi­

cal oneness and we are challenged now to make it spiritually one. 
j Man's scientific genius and technological ingenuity has dwarfed dis­

tance and placed time in chains. Jet planes have compressed into min-
"'̂ ^ distances that once took days and months to cover. It is not com-
mon for a preacher to be quoting Bob Hope, but I think he has aptly 
described this jet age in which we live. If, on taking off on a nonstop 
flight from Los Angeles to New York City, you develop hiccups, he said, 
you will hie in Los Angeles and cup in New York City. That is really 
moving. If you take a flight from Tokyo, Japan, on Sunday morning, you 
will arrive in Seattle, Washington, on the preceding Saturday night. 

i|^||f \ When your friends meet you at the airport and ask you when you left 
Tokyo, you will have to say, "I left tomorrow." This is the kind of world 

iMli which we live. Now this is a bit humorous but I am trying to laugh a 
basic fact into all of us: the world in which we live has become a single 
neighborhood. 

Through our scientific genius we have made of this world a neighbor­
hood; now through our moral and spiritual development we must make 

iV̂ g! of it a brotherhood. In a real sense, we must all learn to live together as 
brothers, or we will all perish together as fools. We must come to see 
that no individual can live alone; no nation can live alone. We must all 

.̂ live together; we must all be concerned about each other, 
iwis! Some months ago, Mrs, King and I journeyed to that great country in 

the Far East known as India. I will never forget the experiences that 
came to us as we moved around that great country, or the opportunity 

f t ^ i meeting and talking with the great leaders of India and with people 
all over in the cities and the villages throughout India. Certainly this 

•;. was an experience that I will always remember, but there were depress-
^ K - ^ ing moments. How can one avoid being depressed when he sees with his 
ĵ ps-' own eyes millions of people going to bed hungry at night? How can one 
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avoid being depressed when he sees with his own eyes milhons of oeoole 
sleeping on the sidewalk at night? ^ 

everv?i'2"' """'^ » People sleep on the sidewalks 
onThe V. Z ''̂ ^ """^ ''""'̂ '̂̂ d 'housand people sleep 
on the sidewalks every night. They have no beds to sleep in; they have 

covers that of India s four hundred million people, more than 365 mil-

Lese peo'oleVa""" ^'"^ ' " " " ^ ^ ^^^^ '^'"of these people have never seen a doctor or a dentist 
As I looked at these conditions, I found myself saying that we in 

America cannot stand idly by and not be concerned. Then somerhins 
within mecried out. "Oh, no, because the destinyof the UnUed States i! 
.ed up with the destiny of India-with the des iny of eve y other^ 

.ion And I remembered that we spend more than a million doH rs a 

we can store tha food free of charge-in the wrinkled stomachs of the -
millions of people who go to bed hungry a, night." Maybe we spend to^ 

r T h e r l : : ; " ' " " " ; ' '""""^ -ound the ^o , ^ rather than bases of genuine concern and understanding 
All this IS simply to say that all life is interrelated. We are cauEht in an 

mescapable network of mutuality; tied in a single garmenj of dest"nv 
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. As long a The e fs 

dollars. A long as diseases are rampant and millions of people cannot 

Te^thv': T r '"^"'^ '"'"^ y - " ' "° -an c a n t to a X 
healthy, even if he just got a clean bill of health from the finest clinic in 
America. Strangely enough, I can never be what I ought to be un il TOU 

T Z , u 7*"' " "'^ i« made. I didn't make 
c l l T : f interrelated structure of reality. John Donne 

entire of itself, every man is a piece ofthe continent, a part ofthe main 

a n d 7 ""f "^^'-^ > in olved in mankld 

hee . 7 f t " """^ i' toll ?or % 

There is another thing quite closely related to this. We must keen ouy l^^ 

cal advances. This poses another dilemma of modern man We have 
allowed our civilization to outdistance our culture. Professor Maclver 
follows the German sociologist. Alfred Weber, in pointing om the dis ­
tinction between culture and civilization. Civilization refers to what we 

vicesTn',:" " " ' V ° ^ ' " " - ' i " " - 'hat com^L of d" 
we I ; r 7 ' " ' " T ' ' " ' ™ ' ""^ '̂ ^hniques by mean̂ .̂ of whfch we live. Culture IS that realm of Pnr]. •• 
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f;\;|s«f?; The great problem confronting us today is that we have allowed the 
• means by which we live to outdistance the ends for which we live. We 

have allowed our civilization to outrun our culture, and so we are in 
danger now of ending up with guided missiles in the hands of misguided 
men. This is what the poet Thoreau meant when he said, "Improved 
means to an unimproved end." If we are to survive today and realize the 
dream of our mission and the dream of the world, we must bridge the 
gulf and somehow keep the means by which we live abreast with the 
ends for which we live. 

Another thing we must do is to get rid of the notion once and for all 
that there are superior and inferior races. Now we know that this view 
still lags around in spite of the fact that many great anthropologists, 
Margaret Mead and Ruth Benedict and Melville Herskovits and others 
have pointed out and made it clear through scientific evidence that 
there are no superior races and there are no inferior races. There may 
be intellectually superior individuals within all races. In spite of all this 
evidence, however, the view still gets around somehow that there are 
superior and inferior races. The'whole concept of white supremacy 
rests on this fallacy. 

You know, there was a time when some people used to argue the infe­
riority of the Negro and the colored races generally on the basis of the 
Bible and religion. They would say the Negro was inferior by nature 

i^-.. because of Noah's curse upon the children of Ham, And then another 
brother had probably read the logic of Aristotle. You know Aristotle 
brought into being the syllogism which had a major premise and a mi­
nor premise and a conclusion, and one brother had probably read Aris­
totle and he put his argument in the framework of an Aristotelian syllo-

^ gism. He could say that all men are made in the image of God. This was 
: a major premise. Then came his minor premise: God, as everybody 

knows, is not a Negro; therefore the Negro is not a man. And that was 
called logic! 

But we don't often hear these arguments today. Segregation is now 
j ^ , . : based on "sociological and cultural" grounds, "The Negro is not cultur­

ally ready for integration, and if integration comes into being it will pull 
the white race back a generation. It will take fifty or seventy-five years to 
raise these standards." And then we hear that the Negro is a criminal, 
and there are those who would almost say he is a criminal by nature. But 
they never point out that these things are environmental and not racial; 

'^0: these problems are problems of urban dislocation. They fail to see that 
{ poverty, and disease, and ignorance breed crime whatever the racial 

tfp; j group may be. And it is a tortuous logic that views the tragic results of 
I segregation and discrimination as an argument for the continuation of it. 

If we are to implement the American dream we must get rid of the no-
i tion once and for all that there are superior and inferior races. This 

means that members of minority groups must make it clear that they can 
use their resources even under adverse circumstances. We must make full 
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and constructive use of the freedom we already possess. We must not use 
I our oppression as an excuse for mediocrity and laziness. For history has 

proven that inner determination can often break through the outer 
shackles of circumstance. Take the Jews, for example, and the years they 
have been forced to walk through the long and desolate night of oppres­
sion. This did not keep them from rising up to plunge against cloud-
filled nights of oppression, new and blazing stars of inspiration. Being a 
Jew did not keep Einstein from using his genius-packed mind to prove 
his theory of relativity. 

And so, being a Negro does not have to keep any individual from ris­
ing up to make a contribution as so many Negroes have done within our 
own lifetime. Human nature cannot be catalogued, and we need not 
wait until the day of full emancipation. So from an old clay cabin in Vir­
ginia's hills, Booker T. Washington rose up to be one of the nation's 
great leaders. He lit a torch in Alabama; then darkness fled. 

From the red hills of Gordon County, Georgia, from an iron foundry 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee, from the arms of a mother who could nei­
ther read nor write, Roland Hayes rose up to be one of the nation's and 
the world's greatest singers. He carried his melodious voice to the man­
sion of the Queen Mother of Spain and the palace of King George V. 
From the poverty-stricken areas of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Marian 
Anderson rose up to be the world's greatest contralto, so that Toscanini 
could say that a voice like this comes only once in a century. Sibelius of 
Finland could say, "My roof is too low for such a voice." 

From humble, crippling circumstances, George Washington Carver 
rose up and carved for himself an inperishable niche in the annals of 
science. There was a star in the sky of female leadership. Then came 
Mary McLeod Bethune to let it shine in her life. There was a star in the 
diplomatic sky. Then came Ralph Bunche, the grandson of a slave ^| | | ; 
preacher, and allowed it to shine in his life with all of its radiant beauty. 
There were stars in the athletic sky. Then came Joe Louis with his edu­
cated fists, Jesse Owens with his fleet and dashing feet, Jackie Robinson 
with his powerful bat and calm spirit. All of these people have come to 
remind us that we need not wait until the day of full emancipation. They 
have justified the conviction of the poet that: 

•i'f"-. 

Fleecy locks and dark complexion 'tfef-
Cannot forfeit nature s clam. 
Skin may differ but affection 
Dwells in black and white the same. } ^ 
Were I so tall as to reach the pole \'j":., 
Or to grasp the ocean at a span, YV';., -
/ must be measured by my soul, 
The mind is standard ofthe man. .; , 

Finally, if we are to implement the American dream, we must contin­
ue to enffaee in creative protest in order to break down all of those bar-
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riers that make it impossible for the dream to be realized. Now I know 
there are those people who will argue that we must wait on something. 

I They fail to see the necessity for creative protest, but I say to you that I 
I can see no way to break loose from an old order and to move into a new 
$ order without standing up and resisting the unjust dogma of the old 

order. 
1̂ To do this, we must get rid of two strange illusions that have been 

held by the so-called moderates in race relations. First is the myth of 
time advanced by those who say that you must wait on time; if you "just 
wait and be patient," time will work the situation out. They will say this 
even about freedom rides,* They will say this about sit-ins: that you're 
pushing things too fast—cool off—time will work these problems out. 
Well, evolution may hold in the biological realm, and in that area Dar­
win was right. But when a Herbert Spencer seeks to apply "evoluation" 

| r i to the whole fabric of society, there is no truth in it."f Even a superficial 
y|,< look at history shows that social progress never rolls in on the wheels of 

inevitability. It comes through the tireless effort and the persistent work 
of dedicated individuals. Without this hard work, time itself becomes an 
ally ofthe primitive forces of irrational emotionalism and social stagna­
tion. And we must get rid of the myth of time. 

There is another myth, that bases itself on a species of educational 
determinism. It leads one to think that you can't solve this problem 
through legislation; you can't solve this problem through judicial de­
cree; you can't solve this problem through executive orders on the part 
of the president of the United States. It must be solved by education. 
Now I agree that education plays a great role, and it must continue to 
play a great role in changing attitudes, in getting people ready for the 

f̂ f new order. And we must also see the importance of legislation. 
It is not a question either of education or of legislation. Both legisla­

tion and education are required. Now, people will say, "You can't legis­
late morals." Well, that may be true. Even though morality may not be 
legislated, behavior can be regulated. And this is very important. We 
need religion and education to change attitudes and to change the 
hearts of men. We need legislation and federal action to control behav­
ior. It may be true that the law can't make a man love me, but it can 
keep him from lynching me, and I think that's pretty important also. 

And so we must get rid of these illusions and move on with determina-

I *In May, 1961, the Congress of Racial Equality, an interracial direct-action group 
founded in 1942, sent buses of "Freedom Riders" into the South to test segregation laws 

f̂̂ '. and practices in.interstate transportation. In Alabama and Mississippi the Freedom Riders 
were attacked by white racist mobs and arrested, but on September 22, 1961, the Inter-
State Commerce Commission ruled that passengers on interstate carriers would be seated 

'^i^ ' without regard to race and that such carriers could not use segregated terminals. 
*̂ i'c i tHerbert Spencer (1820-1903) was the formulator of "social Darwinism," an effort to 

apply Darwinism to society: he stressed, among other points, that Anglo-Saxon civilization 
was a superior development out of previous civilizations and the result of competition. 
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tion and with zeal to break down the unjust systems we find in our soci­
ety, so that it will be possible to realize the American dream. As I have 
said so often, if we seek to break down discrimination, we must use the 
proper methods. I am convinced more than ever before that, as the 
powerful, creative way opens, men and women who are eager to break 
the barriers of oppression and of segregation and discrimination need 
not fall down to the levels of violence. They need not sink into the 
quicksands of hatred. Standing on the high ground of noninjury, love 
and soul force, they can turn this nation upside down and right side up. 

I believe, more than ever before, in the power of nonviolent resis­
tance. It has a moral aspect tied to it. It makes it possible for the individ­
ual to secure moral ends through moral means. This has been one of the 
great debates of history. People have felt that it is impossible to achieve 
moral ends through moral means. And so a Machiavelli could come into 
being and so force a sort of duality within the moral structure of the 
universe. Even communism could come into being and say that anything 
justifies the end of a classless society—lying, deceit, hate, violence— 
anything. And this is where nonviolent resistance breaks with commu­
nism and with all of those systems which argue that the end justifies the 
means, because we realize that the end is preexistent in the means. In 
the long run of history, destructive means cannot bring about construc­
tive ends. 

The practical aspect of nonviolent resistance is that it exposes the 
moral defenses of the opponent. Not only that, it somehow arouses his 
conscience at the same time, and it breaks down his morale. He has no 
answer for it. I f he puts you in jail, that's all right; if he lets you out, 
that's all right too. I f he beats you, you accept that; if he doesn't beat 
you—fine. And so you go on, leaving him with no answer. But if you use 
violence, he does have an answer. He has the state militia; he has police 
brutality. 

Nonviolent resistance is one of the most magnificent expressions go­
ing on today. We see it in the movement taking place among students in 
the South and their allies who have been willing to come in from the 
North and other sections. They have taken our deep groans and pas­
sionate yearnings, filtered them in their own souls, and fashioned them 
into the creative protest, which is an epic known all over our nation. 
They have moved in a uniquely meaningful orbit, imparting light and 
heat to a distant satellite. And people say, "Does this bring results?" 
Well, look at the record. 

In less than a year, lunch counters have been integrated in more than 
142 cities of the Deep South, and this was done without a single court 
suit; it was done without spending millions and millions of dollars. We 
think of the freedom rides, and remember that more than sixty people 
are now in jail in Jackson, Mississippi, What has this done? These people 
have been beaten; they have suffered to bring to the attention of this 



THE AMERICAN DREAM / 215 
: 

nation, the indignities and injustices Negro people still confront in in-
j^|r3 terstate travel. It has, therefore, had an educational value. But not only 

m 
-'̂ i&.'.î ''-' 
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that—signs have come down from bus stations in Montgomery, Ala­
bama. They've never been down before. Not only that—the attorney 
general of this nation has called on ICC to issue new regulations making .?'*,,.'••••,. 

i; it positively clear that segregation in interstate travel is illegal and 
III unconstitutional. 

And so this method can bring results. Sometimes it can bring quick 
results. But even when it doesn't bring immediate results, it is constantly 
working on the conscience; it is at all times using moral means to bring 
about moral ends. And so I say we must continue on the way of creative 
protest. I believe also that this method will help us to enter the new age 

i|p^|^ with the proper attitude. 
As I have said in so many instances, it is not enough to struggle fbr the 

society. We must make sure that we make the psychological acljust-
'•'%0î  ment required to live in that new society. This is true of white people, 

and it is true of Negro people. Psychological adjustment will save white 
people from going into the new age with old vestiges of prejudice and 
attitudes of white supremacy. It will save the Negro from seeking to sub­
stitute one tyranny for another, 

iv̂ ^̂ ift ^ know sometimes we get discouraged and sometimes disappointed 
with the slow pace of things. At times we begin to talk about racial sepa­
ration instead of racial integration, feeling that there is no other way 
out. My only answer is that the problem never will be solved by substi-

^̂ t̂ fv; tuting one tyranny for another. Black supremacy is as dangerous as 
^iWI white supremacy, and God is not interested merely in the freedom of 

• black men and brown men and yellow men, God is interested in the 
freedom of the whole human race and in the creation of a society where 

Mw )̂ all nien can live together as brothers, where every man will respect the 
j^pi l dignity and the worth of human personality. 

By following this method, we may also be able to teach our world 
^•f<'l something that it so desperately needs at this hour. In a day when Sput-

, niks and Explorers are dashing through outer space, and guided ballis­
tic missiles are carving highways of death through the stratosphere, no 
nation can win a war. The choice is no longer between violence and non-
violence; it is either nonviolence or nonexistence. Unless we find some 
alternatve to'jliwar, we will destroy ourselves by the misuse of our own 
instruments. ^r\d so, with all of these attitudes and principles working 

, together, I believe we will be able to make a contribution as men of good 
'̂ "̂̂  win to the ongoing structure of our society and toward the realization of 

the American dream. And so, as you go out today, I call upon you not to 
be detached spectators, but involved participants, in this great drama 
that is taking place in our nation and around the world. 

Every academic discipline has its technical nomenclature, and mod-
' ern psychology has a word that is used, probably, more than any other. 
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It is the word maladjusted. This word is the ringing cry of modern child 
psychology. Certainly all of us want to live a well-adjusted life in order 
to avoid the neurotic personality. But I say to you, there are certain 
things within our social order to which I am proud to be maladjusted 
and to which I call upon all men of good will to be maladjusted. 

If you will allow the preacher in me to come out now, let ne say to you 
that I never did intend to adjust to the evils of segregation and discrimi­
nation. I never did intend to adjust myself to religious bigotry. I never 
did intend to adjust myself to economic conditions that will take necessi­
ties from the many to give luxuries to the few. I never did intend to ad­
just myself to the madness of militarism, and the self-defeating effects of 
physical violence. And I call upon all men of good will to be maladjusted 
because it may well be that the salvation ofour world lies in the hands of 
the maladjusted. 

So let us be maladjusted, as maladjusted as the prophet Amos, who in 
the midst of the injustices of his day could cry out in words that echo 
across the centuries, "Let justice run down like waters and righteous­
ness like a mighty stream." Let us be as maladjusted as Abraham Lin­
coln, who had the vision to see that this nation could not exist half slave 
and half free. Let us be maladjusted as Jesus of Nazareth, who could 
look into the eyes of the men and women of his generation and cry out, 
"Love your enemies. Bless them that curse you. Pray for them that de-
spitefully use you." 

I believe that it is through such maladjustment that we will be able to 
emerge from the bleak and desolate midnight of man's inhumanity to 
man into the bright and glittering daybreak of freedom and justice. 
That will be the day when all of God's children, black men and white 
men, Jews and Gentiles, Catholics and Protestants, will be able tojoin 
hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! 
Free at last! Thank God almighty, we are free at last!" 
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vival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to re­
main vigilant and to face the challenge of change. The large house in 
which we live demands that we transform this world-wide neighborhood 
into a world-wide brotherhood. Together we must learn to live as broth­
ers or together we will be forced to perish as fools. 

We must work passionately and indefatigably to bridge the gulf be­
tween our scientific progress and our moral progress. One of the great 
problems of mankind is that we suffer from a poverty of the spirit which 
stands in glaring contrast to our scientific and technological abundance; 
The richer we have become materially, the poorer we have becomê Wf . 
morally and spiritually. 

Every man lives in two realms, the internal and the external. The iri^j^ . 
ternal is that realm of spiritual ends expressed in art, literature, moralsii^:; 
and religion. The external is that complex of devices, techniqu«i|^ • 
mechanisms and instrumentalities by means of which we live. Our prob ,̂|̂ '; 
lem today is that we have allowed the internal to become lost in the'i^^fe; 
ternal. We have allowed the means by which we live to outdistancê ithî ^ .̂ 
ends for which we live. So much of modern life can be summarizec[,̂ in|4F: 
that suggestive phrase of Thoreau: "Improved means to an unimpr9>̂ Ga|jif> 
end," This is the serious predicament, the deep and haunting prob^n^^ 
confronting modern man. Enlarged material powers spell enlarged|||ej^i| 
il if there is not proportionate growth of the soul. When the exterrial^f|fc 
man's nature subjugates the internal, dark storm clouds begin to forni0-' 

Western civilization is particularly vulnerable at this moment, forfbU% 
material abundance has brought us neither peace of mind nor ser^t?^^,. 
of spirit. An Asian writer has portrayed our dilemma in candid t<§rpî ^ ĵ|: 

You call your thousand material devices "labor-saving machii^^^^. ^ 
yet you are forever "busy." With the multiplying of your machine|^^^^: ? 
grow increasingly fatigued, anxious, nervous, dissatisfied. WhateVe^^i#|-:vri 
have, you want more; and wherever you are you want to go some^h|^^;:?| 
else , . , vour devices are neither time-saving nor soul-saving machlheryfi* 
They are so many sharp spurs which urge you on to invent mor;e!5m|; 
chinery and to do more business.' '-^^^pji-.l mS 
This tells us something about our civilization that cannot be cast;a|geg|;)î ^^ 
a prejudiced charge by an Eastern thinker who is jealous of | ^ ^ ^ ^ 
prosperity. We cannot escape the indictment. 'i^^^^^^P^^ 

This does not mean that we must turn back the clock of scienti^^r^,;M 
gress. No one can overlook the wonders that science has wrougl̂ for^^ -̂^̂^ 
our lives. The automobile will not abdicate in favor of the hors^inafc?# 
buggy, or the train in favor of the stagecoach, or the tractor infayMip 

1. Abraham Mitrie Rihbany, Wise Men from the F.n.it nnd from the West, Hought6,^'l^|^3, M 
1922, p. 137. -'••^•R^' % 
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And let us also remember that, more often than not, fear involves the 
misuse of the imagination. When we get our fears into the open, we may 
laugh at some of them, and this is good. One psychiatrist said, "Ridicule 
is the master cure for fear and anxiety." 

II 

Second, we can master fear through one of the supreme virtues 
known to man: courage. Plato considered courage to be an element of 
the soul which bridges the cleavage between reason and desire, Aristotle 
thought of courage as the affirmation of man's essential nature. Thom­
as Aquinas said that courage is the strength of mind capable of conquer­
ing whatever threatens the attainment of the highest good. 

Courage, therefore, is the power of the mind to overcome fear. Un­
like anxiety, fear has a definite object which may be faced, analyzed, at­
tacked, and, if need be, endured. How often the object of our fear is 
fear itself] In his Journal Henry David Thoreau wrote, "Nothing is so 
much to be feared as fear." Centuries earlier, Epictetus wrote, "For it is 
not death or hardship that is a fearful thing, but the fear of hardship 
and death." Courage takes the fear produced by a definite object into 
itself and thereby conquers the fear involved, Paul Tillich has written, 
"Courage is self-affirmation 'in spite of . , . that which tends to hinder 
the self from affirming itself." It is self-affirmation in spite of death and 
nonbeing, and he who is courageous takes the fear of death into his self-
affirmation and acts upon it. This courageous self-affirmation, which is 
surely a remedy for fear, is not selfishness, for self-affirmation includes 
both a proper self-love and a properly propositioned love of others: 
Erich Fromm has shown in convincing terms that the right kind of self-, 
love and the right kind of love of others are interdependent, ' 

Courage, the determination not to be overwhelmed by any object; 
however frightful, enables us to stand up to any fear. Many of our fears; . ; 
are not mere snakes under the carpet. Trouble is a reality in this strange>s,̂ | 
medley of life, dangers lurk within the circumference of every actioiiV'''S 
accidents do occur, bad health is an ever-threatening possibility, arid ? 
death is a stark, grim, and inevitable fact of human experience. Evil and i 
pain in this conundrum of life are close to each of us, and we do bolfi • | 
ourselves and our neighbors a great disservice when we attempt^tai'| 
prove that there is nothing in this world of which we should be fright̂ ^̂  | 
ened. These forces that threaten to negate life must be challenged-by 
courage, which is the power of life to affirm itself in spite of life's ambi- 5 
guities. This requires the exercise of a creative will that enables us to 
hew out a stone of hope from a mountain of despair, '" i 

Courage and cowardice are antithetical. Courage is an inner resolu­
tion to go forward in spite of obstacles and frightening situations; cow- \ 
ardice is a submissive surrender to circumstance. Courage breeds ere- \ 
ative self-affirmation; cowardice produces destructive self-abnegation. 
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Heimi u J ^ Ttoreau; Ihai consununate iixdividualist, was auspicious of collective action 
S SndP-iwhether by business, g . 
S ^ n g t & hTs beloved Walden Pond, And there is a certain iront m having the 
3 ' s P^^^^^^ launch an Institute dedicated to thememory of ̂ e man who 

d ^ S S y on''Civil Disobedience," that the best govemment is that wh.ch 
governs notl at all. 

But eUn lioreau would have approved of how this histitute established in his name, has 
comê to he i It is the result of a fruitful partnership between the public and private 
s l Z i S n HerTy's foundation, the Isis Fund, joined with the Thoreau Society, an 
ore^wSk of̂^̂^̂^̂^ dedicated to the study of Thoreau and his wntings, to envision a 
S for rKarch and leaming to be established in Thoreau's o w n a ^ ^ 
To S s Idl'the Isis Fund and the Thoreau Society were awarded a major Chal enge 

or$tt000 W National Endowment for the Humanities, ̂ vhich will leverage 

an aciditionjal $1.7 million in private funds. 

This i)ivotil NEH challenge has stimulated contributions firom individviaK corporations 
T d S t i o n s - all working together to bring this Institute to ^^Jf ̂ ^ - ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f , 

f hives, donated by private ^ ^ — J ^ ; " 
insidht nt3 thoreau and his world. Through its educational programming the Institute 
l ^ l S n i d e n t s of all ages to learn about tMs impor^t part ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Thrdugh tile latest electronic technology the Institute will make accessible to miUions of 
1 T ^ X ! L S that figure who perhaps more than any other, symbolizes ̂ he fundamental 
w S f e ^ ^ n ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ^ - natural world. W^t perfect ways to 
hon3r thoreau's memory - preserving a cherished piece ofthe enviroment and 
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The Time for Freedom 
Has Come 

A 7ieu> generation of black youth became so commitled to the cause for black free­
dom that they courageously went to jail to demonstrate their determination. 
Many abandoned their middle-class disdain for civil disobedience. They came to 
view a rrest for the sake of liberation as a mark of honor. Dr. King here explained 
why that was the case. 

On a chill morning in the autumn of 1956, an elderly, toilworn Negro 
woman in Montgomery, Alabama, began her slow, painful four-mile 
walk to her job. It was the tenth month of the Montgomery bus boycott, 
which had begun with a life expectancy of one week. The old woman's 
difficult progress led a passerby to inquire sympathetically if her feet 
were tired. Her simple answer became the boycotter's watchword, "Yes, 
friend, my feet is real tired, but my soul is rested," 

Five years passed and once more Montgomery arrested the world's at­
tention. Now the symbolic segregationist is not a stubborn, rude bus 
driver. He emerges in 1961 as a hoodlum stomping the bleeding face of 
a freedom rider. But neither is the Negro today an elderly woman whose 
grammar is uncertain; rather, he is college-bred. Ivy League-clad, 
youthful, articulate and resolute. He has the imagination and drive of 
the young, tamed by discipline and commitment. The nation and the 
world have reacted with astonishment at these students cast from a new 
mold, unaware that a chain reaction was accumulating explosive force 
behind a strangely different facade. 

Generating these changes is a phenomenon Victor Hugo described in 
these words: "There is no greater power on earth than an idea whose 
time has come," In the decade of the sixties the time for freedom for 
the Negro has come. This simple truth illuminates the motivations, the 
tactics and the objectives of the students' daring and imaginative 
movement. 

The young Negro is not in revolt, as some have suggested, against a 
single pattern of timid, fumbling, conservative leadership. Nor is his 
conduct to be explained in terms of youth's excesses. He is carrying for­
ward a revolutionary destiny of a whole people consciously and deliber-
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ately. Hence the extraordinary willingness to fill the jails as if they were 
honors classes and the boldness to absorb brutality, even to the point of 
death, and remain nonviolent. His inner strength derives from his goal 
of freedom and the leadership role he has grasped even at a time when 
some of his white counterparts still grope in philosophical confusion 
searching for a personal goal with human values, searching for security 
from economic instability, and seeking relief from the haunting fear of 
nuclear destruction. 

The campuses of Negro colleges are infused with a dynamism of both 
action and philosophical discussion. The needs of a surging period of 
change have had an impact on all Negro groups, sweeping away conven­
tional trivialities and escapism. 

Even in the thirties, when the college campus was alive with social 
thought, only a minority was involved in action. Now, during the sit-in 
phase, when a few students were suspended or expelled, more than one 
college saw the total student body involved in a walkout protest. This is 
a change in student activity of profound significance. Seldom, if ever, in 
American history has a student movement engulfed the whole student 
body of a college. 

In another dimension, an equally striking change is altering the Ne­
gro campuses. Not long ago the Negro collegian imitated the white col­
legian. In attire, in athletics, in social life, imitation was the rule. For the 
future, he looked to a professional life cast in the image of the middle-
class white professional. He imitated with such energy that Gunnar 
Myrdal described the ambitious Negro as "an exaggerated American." 

Today the imitation has ceased. The Negro collegian now initiates. 
Groping for unique forms of protest, he created the sit-ins and freedom 
rides. Overnight his white fellow students began to imitate him. As the 
movement took hold, a revival of social awareness spread across cam­
puses from Cambridge to California, It spilled over the boundaries of 
the single issue of desegregation and encompassed questions of peace, 
civil liberties, capital punishment and others. It penetrated the ivy-cov­
ered walls of the traditional institutions as well as the glass and stainless-
steel structures of the newly-established colleges. 

A consciousness of leadership, a sense of destiny have given maturity 
and dedication to this generation of Negro students which have few 
precedents. As a minister, I am often given promises of dedication. In­
stinctively I examine the degree of sincerity. The striking quality in Ne­
gro students 1 have met is the intensity and depth of their commitment, 
I am no longer surprised to meet attractive, stylishly dressed young girls 
v̂ hose charm and personality would grace a junior prom and to hear 
them declare in unmistakably sincere terms, "Dr. King, I am ready to 
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The liberation struggle in Africa has been the greatest single interna­
tional influence on American Negro students. Frequently I hear them 
say that if their African brothers can break the bonds of colonialism, 
surely the American Negro can break Jim Crow. 

African leaders such as President Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, Gover­
nor General Nnamdi Azikiwe of Nigeria, Dr. Tom Mboya of Kenya and 
Dr. Hastings Banda of Nyasaland are popular heroes on most Negro col­
lege campuses. Many groups demonstrated or otherwise protested when 
the Congo leader, Patrice Lumumba, was assassinated. The newspapers 
were mistaken when they interpreted these outbursts of indignation as 
"Communist-inspired," 

Part of the impatience of Negro youth stems from their observation 
that change is taking place rapidly in Africa and other parts of the 
world, but comparatively slowly in the South. When the United States 
Supreme Court handed down its historic desegregation decision in 
1954, many of us, perhaps naively, thought that great and sweeping 
school integration would ensue. Yet, today, seven years later, only seven 
percent of the Negro children of the South have been placed in deseg­
regated schools. At the current rate it will take ninety-three more years 
to desegregate the public schools of the South, The coK^ians say, "We 
can't wait that long" or simply, "We won't wait!" 

Negro students are coming to understand that education and learn­
ing have become tools for shaping the future and not devices of privi-

1 lege for an exclusive few. Behind this spiritual explosion is the shatter­
ing of a material atom, 

; The future of the Negro college student has long been locked within 
the narrow walls of limited opportunity. Only a few professions could be 
practiced by Negroes and, but for a few exceptions, behind barriers of 
segregation in the North as well as the South, Few frustrations can com­
pare with the experience of struggling with complex academic subjects, 
straining to absorb concepts which may never be used, or only half-uti­
lized under conditions insulting to the trained mind. 

A Negro intern blurted out to me shortly after his patient died, "I 
wish I were not so well trained because then I would never know how 
many of these people need not die for lack of proper equipment, ade­
quate post-operative care and timely admission. I'm not practicing good 
medicine, I'm presiding over tragedies which the absence of good medi­
cine creates." 

The Negro lawyer knows his practice will bulk large with criminal 
cases. The law of wills, of corporations, of taxation will only infrequent­
ly reach his office because the clientele he serves has had little opportu­
nity to accumulate property. In his courtroom experience in the South, 
his clients and witnesses will probably be segregated and he, as well as 
they, will seldom be referred to as "Mister." Even worse, all too often he 
knows that the verdict was sealed the moment the arrest was made. 
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These are but a few examples of the real experience of the Negro pro­
fessional, seen clearly by the student who has been asked to study with 
serious purpose. Obviously his incentive has been smothered and weak­
ened. But today, more than ever, the Negro realizes that, while study­
ing, he can also act to change the conditions which cripple his future. In 
the struggle to desegregate society he is altering it directly for himself as 
well as for future generations. 

There is another respect in which the Negro student is benefiting, 
and simultaneously contributing to, society as a whole. He is learning 
social responsibility; he is learning to earn, through his own direct sacri­
fice, the result he seeks. There are those who would make him soft, pli­
able and conformist—a mechanical organization man or an uncreative 
status seeker. But the experience of Negro youth is as harsh and de­
manding as that of the pioneer w\.the untamed frontier. Because his 
struggle is complex, there is no ptace in it for the frivolous or rowdy. 
Knowledge and discipline are as indispensable as courage and self-sacri­
fice. Hence the forging of priceless qualities of character is taking place 
daily as a high moral goal is pursued. 

Inevitably there will emerge from this caldron a mature man, exper­
ienced in life's lessons, socially aware, unafraid of experimentation and, 
most of all, imbued with the spirit of service and dedication to a great 
ideal. The movement therefore gives to its participants a double educa­
tion—academic learning from books and classes, and life's lessons from 
responsible participation in social action. Indeed, the answer to the 
quest for a more mature, educated American, to compete successfully 
with the young people of other lands, may be present in this new 
movement. 

Of course, not every student in our struggle has gained from it. This 
would be more than any humanly designed plan could realize. For some, 
the opportunity for personal advantage presented itself and their char­
acter was not equal to the challenge. A small percentage of students 
have found it convenient to escape from their own inadequacies by 
identifying with the sit-ins and other activities. They are, however, rela­
tively few because this is a form of escape in which the flight from re­
sponsibility imposes even greater responsibilities and risks. 

It is not a solemn life, for all of its seriousness. During a vigorous de­
bate among a group of students discussing the moral and practical 
soundness of nonviolence, a majority rejected the employment of force. 
As the minority dwindled to a single student, he finally declared, "All I 
know is that, if rabbits could throw rocks, there would be fewer hunters 
in the forest." 

This is more than a witty remark to relieve the tensions of serious and 
even grim discussion. It expresses some of the pent-up impatience, some 
of the discontent and some of the despair produced by minute correc­
tions in the face of enormous evil. Students necessarily have conflicting 
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reactions. It is understandable that violence presents itself as a quiGlc|^^ 
effective answer for a few. ' 

For the large majority, however, nonviolent, direct actiont̂ Has?;̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
emerged as the better and more successful way out. It does not re<̂ uir!e|̂ || 
that they abandon their discontent. This discontent is a sound, healtliyi*^ 
social response to the injustice and brutality they see around theiilil̂ ^^ 
Nonviolence offers a method by which they can fight the evil with \yHitli?p:/ 
they cannot live. It offers a unique weapon which, without firing a singll̂ ;̂;̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
bullet, disarms the adversary. It exposes his moral defenses,:weakensiT|ijs|||̂ 4^ 
morale, and at the same time works on his conscience. ^ ^ ' ^ l ^ t 

Another weapon which Negro students have employed creatively^!in|||f, 
their nonviolent struggle is satire. It has enabled them to avoid corrb l̂f.-;: 
sive anger while pressing the cutting edge of ridicule against the opjjl^pi;' 
nent. When they have been admonished to "go slow," patiently to waiî ^^^ ? 
fbr gradual change, with a straight face they will assure you that ̂ thî ŷ l̂ i 
are diligently searching for the happy medium between the two.'ex|^i 
tremes of moderation and gradualism. 

It is perhaps the special quality of nonviolent direct action, which siibt|||W-
limates anger, that explains why so few students are attracted tojekj^ic 
treme nationalist sects advocating black supremacy. The students havjê î ; ?, 
anger under controlling bonds of discipline. Hence they can answer aĵ |̂ # 
peals for cooling-oflf periods by advocating cooling-off for those who areii?: , 
hot with anger and violence, ' 

Much has been made of the willingness of these devotees of nonvio­
lent social action to break the law. Paradoxically, although they have . 
embraced Thoreau's and Gandhi's civil disobedience on a scale dwarf- ; 
ing any past experience in American history, they do respect law. They' , 
feel a moral responsibility to obey just laws. But they recognize that A 
there are also unjust laws. 'V 

From a purely moral point of view, an unjust law is one that is out of : , 
harmony with the moral law of the universe. More concretely, an unjust >:, '̂^ 
law is one in which the minority is compelled to observe a code that is 
not binding on the majority. An unjust law is one in which people are 
required to obey a code that they had no part in making because they 
were denied the right to vote. • ô î? 

In disobeying such unjust laws, the students do so peacefully, openly 
and nonviolently. Most important, they willingly accept the penalty, 
whatever it is, for in this way the public comes to reexamine the law in 
question and will thus decide whether it uplifts or degrades man. 

This distinguishes their positon on civil disobedience from the "un-
civil disobedience" of the segregationist. In the face of laws they consid­
er unjust, the racists seek to defy, evade and circumvent the law, and 
they are unwilling to accept the penalty. The end result of their defi­
ance is anarchy and disrespect for the law. The students, on the other 
hand, believe that he who openly disobeys a law, a law conscience tells 
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him is unjust, and then willingly accepts the penalty, gives evidence 
thereby that he so respects that law that he belongs in jail until it is 

' • changed. Their appeal is to the conscience. 
1 V Beyond this, the students appear to have perceived what an older gen-
j ; eration overlooked in the role of law. The law tends to declare rights— 

it does not deliver them. A catalyst is needed to breathe life experience 
^ into a judicial decision by the persistent exercise of the rights until they 
• become usual and ordinary in human conduct. They have offered their 
- energies, their bodies to effect this result. They see themselves the ob-

i I stetricians at the birth of a new order. It is in this manner that the stu-
dents have related themselves to and materialized "the idea whose time 

v'i has come." 
In a sense, the victories of the past two years have been spectacular 

and considerable. Because of the student sitters, more than 150 cities in 
the South have integrated their lunch counters. Actually, the current 
breakthroughs have come about partly as a result of the patient legal, 
civil and social ground clearing of the previous decades. Then, too, but 

: 'I slowly, the national government is realizing that our so-called domestic 
race relations are a major force in our foreign relations. Our image 
abroad reflects our behavior at home, 

;i Many liberals, of the North as well as the South, when they list the 
, ,'̂ 1 unprecedented programs of the past few years, yearn for a "cooling-

ofT' period; not too fast, they say, we may lose all that we have gained if 
we push faster than the violent ones can be persuaded to yield. 

This view, though understandable, is a misreading of the goals of the 
young Negroes, They are not after "mere tokens" of integration ("to­
kenism," they call it); rather theirs is a revolt against the whole system 
of Jim Crow and they are prepared to sit-in, kneel-in, wade-in and stand-
in until every waiting room, rest room, theatre and other facility 
throughout the nation that is supposedly open to the public is in fact 
open to Negroes, Mexicans, Indians, Jews or what have you. Theirs is 
total commitment to this goal of equality and dignity. And for this 
achievement they are prepared to pay the costs—whatever they are—in 

î l̂ l suffering and hardship as long as may be necessary. 
Indeed, these students are not struggling for themselves alone. They 

are seeking to save the soul of America. They are taking our whole na-
tion back to those great wells of democracy which were dug deep by the 
Founding Fathers in the formulation of the Constitution and the Decla­
ration of Independence, In sitting down at the lunch counters, they are 
in reality standing up for the best in the American dream. They coura-
geously go to the jails of the South in order to get America out of the 

fejl dilemma in which she finds herself as a result ofthe continued existence 
of segregation. One day historians will record this student movement as 
one of the most significant epics ofour heritage, 

should we, as a nation, sit by as spectators when the social unrest 

m 
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seethes? Most of us recognize that the Jim Crow system is doomed. If so|; 
would it not be the wise and human thing to abolish the system surely, 
and swiftly? This would not be difficult, if our national government 
would exercise its full powers to enforce federal laws and court decisions 
and do so on a scale commensurate with the problems and with an un­
mistakable decisiveness. Moreover, we would need our religious, civic 
and economic leaders to mobilize their forces behind a real, honest-to-
goodness "End Jim Crow Now" campaign. 

This is the challenge of these young people to us and our ideals. It is 
also an expression of their new-found faith in themselves as well as in 
their fellow man. 

In an effort to understand the students and to help them understand 
themselves, I asked one student I know to find a quotation expressing 
his feeling of our struggle. He was an inarticulate young man, athletical­
ly expert and far more poetic with a basketball than with words, but few 
would have found the quotation he typed on a card and left on my desk 
early one morning: 

/ sought my soul,' but my soul I could not see, 
I sought my God, but he eluded me, 
I sought my brother, and I found all three. 

Xeu' York Times Magazine {\0 September 1961): 25ff. 
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As I thought further I came to see that what we were really doing was 
withdrawing our cooperation from an evil system, rather than merely 
v̂ 'ithdrawing our economic support from the bus company. The bus 
company, being an external expression of the system, would naturally 
suffer, but the basic aim was to refuse to cooperate with evil. At this 
point I began to think about Thoreau's Essay on Civil Disobedience. I re­
membered how, as a college student, I had been moved when I first read 
this work. I became convinced that what we were preparing to do in 
Montgomery was related to what Thoreau had expressed. We were sim­
ply saying to the white community, "We can no longer lend our cooper­
ation to an evil system." 

Something began to say to me, "He who passively accepts evil is as 
much involved in it as he who helps to perpetrate it. He who accepts evil 
without protesting against it is really cooperating with it." When op­
pressed people willingly accept their oppression they only serve to give 
the oppressor a convenient justification for his acts. Often the oppres­
sor goes along unaware of the evil involved in his oppression so long as 
the oppressed accepts it. So in order to be true to one's conscience and 
true to God, a righteous man has no alternative but to refuse to cooper­
ate with an evil system. This I felt was the nature of our action. From 
this moment on I conceived of our movement as an act of massive non-
cooperation. From then on I rarely used the word "boycott," 

Wearied, but no longer doubtful about the morality of our proposed 
protest, 1 saw that the evening had arrived unnoticed. After several tele­
phone calls I prepared to retire early. But soon after I was in bed our two-
week-old daughter—Yolanda Denise—began crying; and shortly after 
that the telephone started ringing again. Clearly condemned to stay 
awake for some time longer, I used the time to think about other things. 
My wife and I discussed the possible success of the protest. Frankly, I still 
had doubts. Even though the word had gotten around amazingly well and 
the ministers had given the plan such crucial support, I still wondered 
whether the people had enough courage to follow through. I had seen so 
many admirable ventures fall through in Montgomery. Why should this 
be an exception? Coretta and I finally agreed that if we could get 60 per­
cent cooperation the protest would be a success. 

Around midnight a call from one of the committee members in­
formed me that every Negro taxi company in Montgomery had agreed 
to support the protest on Monday morning. Whatever our prospects of 
success, I was deeply encouraged by the untiring work that had been 
done by the ministers and civic leaders. This in itself was a unique 
accomplishemnt. 

After the midnight call the phone stopped ringing. Just a few minutes 
earlier "Yoki" had stopped crying. Wearily I said good night to Coretta, 
and with a strange mixture of hope and anxiety, I fell asleep. 
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382 Remarks at the Yellowstone County Fairgrounds, 
Billings, Montana. September 25, ;i:963 

Senator M:!ni field. Governor, Secrctjry 
UthiH, Scnntur Metcalf, Senator McGee. 
ladle.'! and f;entlemen: 

I wars lo express our a[-.'preci.Tt.iori to you 
• for vour welcome, and 1 apprec!;ite ihc 
ch.ince to be introduced by my old friend 
;ind colleaĵ ise, Sen.Ttor Mansfield. I know 
th.Tt those of you who live in Montana know 
something of his character and his high 
standard of public service, but I am not sure 
that you are completely aware of what a 
significant role l-.e has played in the List 3 
years in passing through thc United States 
Senate mcasiirc after measure which 
•Strengthens this country at.home and abroad. 

.\nd 1 think the action which the United 
States Senate took by a vote of 80 to 19 yester­
day in joining the United States, under our 
constitution,-)! procedures, to 102 other coun­
tries to bring an end to nuclear tests in the 
atmosphere, 10 bring an end, we hope, for all 
time to thc drngers of radioactive fallout on 
the citizens of the world, and to take a first 
step towards ]ieacc, and our h?pe for a more 
secure world—Senator Mansfield, with the 
able support of Sen.itor Dirksen, the Repub­
lican Minority Leader of thc Senate, 1 think 
were responsible for that overwhelming vote. 

I am glad and proud that the word went 
out yesterday that Members of the Senate in 
both parties stood up for the long-range 
interests not only of the United States, but I 
think of people everywhere. So I am proud 
to be in his State, and I ai-u proud lo be with 
his colleague. Senator Metcaif, who speaks 
for Montana, and also speaks for the United 
States. This Slate, in the far Northv,-est, I 
think, lias sent an outstanding delegation to 
Washington, and I am, therefore, glad to be 
with you today. 

As the problems which occupy our atten­
tion in Washington, in the White Ho\ise and 
in the Congress, and really in the country, 
have become increasingly complex, I am sure 
that many citizens who, in the early years of 

this century, understood or had strong fed-
ings about conservation and aboul the Popu­
list movement, and about free silver, and 
the two or three other issues which domi­
nated th.c political debate in this country for 
10, 20, and 30 years—I am sure as they look 
at the complcNities and the suddenness with 
v.'hich events pour across the desk of a citi­
zen of the United States, calling upon him 
to n-.akc a decision, 1 am sure they must 
wonder where we are going. 

1 talked tlie other day to an Ambassador 
v.'ho went to Cuba under the administration 
of J-Ierbert Hoover, and as he was leaving, 
President Hoover said to him, "We havc 
two f/roblems in An-ieric;;n foreign rela­
tions: cur relations with Cuba, our rela­
tions with Mexico. Otherwise the United 
Stare; has no interests abroad." There is 
no comparal)le case in thc history of the 
world where a country lived an unaligned, 
v.-iihdrawn, and isolated existence as we did 
until 1930. '40, and '41, and then suddenly 
plaved such a doniinant role all around the 
world. Countries which we had never heard 
of before, Vict-Nam, .Laos, the Congo, and 
the others, countries which were distant 
names in our geographies, iiave now become 
matters of the greatest concern, where the 
interests of the Uniied States are vitally in­
volved, and where we have, for example, in 
Viet-Nam, over 25,000 of your sons and 
brothers bearing arn-is. 

So this is a difficult and complex wodd. 
I am sure a citizen in this community and in 
this country must wonder what we are doing. 
1 think what we arc trying to do is com­
paratively simple, and that is, with our own 
power and might—and the only country 
which lias that power and n-.ight—and, I be­
lieve, the long-range determination and 
perseverance, we are trying to assist the 
hundred-odd countries which are now inde­
pendent to maintain their independence. 
We do that not only because we wish them 
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fo be free, but because it serves our own 

^oational interest. As long as there are all 
of'these countries separate, free, and inde-

!f pendent, and not part of one great mono-
Hlithic bloc which threatens us, so long we 
fire free and independent. 
fValWhen it appeared at the end of the fifties 
that-there would be over a billion people 
organized in the Communist movement, 
Russia and China and Eastern Europe work-
'ing'̂ ĉlosely together, that represented a dan-
' ^ ' ( o us which could turn the balance of 
ppwer against us. As there has been a divi-
yon'within the bloc, as there has been a 
^ragrnentaition behind the Iron Curtain, as 

long-range interests of geography and 
nationalism play a part even behind the Iron 
Giirtain, as it does on this side of the Iron 
Giitain,' we havc made progress, not to-
Yiitd an easier existence, but, I think, toward 
î chance for a more secure existence. 
l|;^h 1961 the United States and the Soviet 
Union came face to face over Berlin. The 
jjnited States called up more than 150,000 
troops. At the meeting in Vienna, of 1961, 
Mi^ Khrushchev informed me that he was 
igoing to sign a peace treaty in Berlin by the 
i i d of the year, and if the United States 
Effihtinued to supply its forces in Berlin it 
'would be regarded as a possible act of war, 
ifi'1962 wc came face to face with the same 
'great challenge in Cuba, in October. So 

re' have lived, even in the short space of 
ic.;last 3 years, on two occasions when we 

,wefe threatened with a direct military con­
frontation. We wish to lessen that prospect. 
yi(e know that the struggle between the Com­
munist system and ourselves will go on. We 
know it will go on in economics, in pro­
ductivity, in ideology, in Latin America and 
Africa, in the Middle East and Asia, 
?j!But what we hope to do is lessen thc 
thance of a military collision between these 
^ 6 great nuclear powers which together 
have the power to kil l 300 million people in 
the short space of a day. That is what wc 
arc seeking to avoid. That is why I support 
the test ban treaty. Not because we are 
• jgoing to be easier in our lives, but because 
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we have a chance to avoid being burned. 
In addition to that problem abroad, wc 

have our problem here in the United States. 
The reason why I think it is most important, 
and why I am strongly in support of the 
action of the House of Representatives today 
in overwhelmingly passing, in the House, 
the tax bill, is because I recognize in this 
country, with our tremendously increasing 
population, and machines taking the jobs of 
men, that unless wc can stimulate our econ­
omy we are going to limp from recession to 
recession, always coming out of the recession 
with more unemployed, and finally finding 
ourselves faced with overwhelming economic 
problems here at home. 

As I havc said before, the United States 
must find 10 million jobs in the next 2V2 
years. We had a recession every 40 months 
since the end of World War I I . That 40 
months runs out in January 1964. Yet at 
thc same time, when wc run into this prob­
lem of a possible recession, we have the job of 
finding 10 million jobs. 

So these are the problems we face, and 
what we seek to do in Washington, at home 
and abroad, is strengthen the United States, 
strengthen its vital interests, arid havc it live 
in greater security. And one of the ways 
that I think we can strengthen its vital in­
terests is to strengthen thc resources of the 
United States. This State of Montana 
knows better almost than any other State 
what it means when you develop the water 
resources and get cheap power. If this State 
does not have cheap power, how can you 
possibly compete, having to send your goods 
by the most expensive transportation route 
in thc United States to Eastern markets. 

Thc only way you can make up for that 
disadvantage is to develop your resources 
and protect them—water, power, and all the 
rest. And this Congress has done great 
actions which have gone comparatively un­
noticed but which, I think, can make a sig­
nificant difference not only for us but for 
those who come after us. We passed in thc 
last session of thc Congress—and no one 
here at Billings probably ever knew it—three 
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major pieces of legislation providing for 
the setting aside of more seashore parks in 
the United States than any Congress in the 
history of our country. Over 300 miles of 
coastline on the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific 
Ocean, and the Gulf are now available for 
the public. We have embarked on a long 
range acquisition of wedands. There will 
be I I new waterfowl refuges established, 
more than in any period in recent history. 
We have initiated 10 reclamation projects, 
including two large-scale projects, and more 
will be done. 

We have, for the first time, made the 
benefits of our cropland conversion program 
available to farmers and ranchers throughout 
the Nation. We have acted to save our 
woodlands and our wildlife. 

This State of Montana, which depends on 
tourists, will in 10 years probably find that 
your number one industry or your number 
two industry. You must recognize how es­
sential it is, with our exploding population, 
that we protect our natural resources, our 
wildernesses, all the things that will attract 
people to thc Northwest. 

And we havc a lot more to do. We havc 
a chance now to set up a fund which can 
liquidate itself over a period of years and use 
it for land and water conservation now, and 
10 years from now the price of that same land 
will have doubled. If we get it now wc will 
have it for our people. I f we lose the chance, 
it will be built upon by private interests, and 
our chance to capture it will be gone. We 
have a chance to take some of those thou­
sands of boys and girls who are on the city 
streets, out of work, and put them in our 
Youth Employment Corps and give them a 
chance to work on the land, as was done in 
the thirties. When you have one out of four 
of our children out of school and out of work, 
it is too much. 

These arc the things that must be done. 
There is an old saying that we hope for the 

best and prepare for the worst. I would like i 
to improve that. I think we should work | 
for the best. It may be we have to prepare | 
for the worst. This country, of course, must | 
be strong. But I think that in all these areas | 
of our national life, in education, which is 
the development of our most precious re­
source, our children—in education, because! 
there isn't any boy or girl who is going to be *, 
sure of a job if they have dropped out o f i | 
high school, and there are going to be 8 ort 
9 million of them in the next 7 years unless f| 
wc do something about it—education of our L 
children, jobs for our people, some securityjl 
in our older age—these are the things wef' 
must do, and I think we can do them. i 

The potential of this country is unlimitedj'i 
and there is no action which any of us can| 
take in Washington which gives us greater! 
confidence in the future of this country than'l 
to leave our city of Washington and comejJ 
west to Wyoming, Montana, California, and j 
recognize that in this golden area of the] 
United States that a great writer from my| 
own State of Massachusetts,'Thor«iUj-wa| 
right'when he-saidj "Eastward-I-go only 
f6i^e; Westvirafd~I gol free: Icmust"_vralk| 
towafds'Oreg^oirand not to\^^ 

I walk towards Montana. I express my| 
thanks to all of you. And I am confida«| 
that when the role of national effort in the-[ 
1960's is written, when a judgment is re^l 
dered whether this generation of AmericaMf 
took those steps at home and abroad to nial | | 
it possible for those who came after us.;tp.l 
live in greater security and prosperity, raBii| 
confident that history will write that in As f 
1960's we did our part to maintain,,^! 
country and make it more beautiful. 

Thank you. | | | | 

NOTE: In hU opening words the President reftfwl 
to U.S. Senator Mike Mansfield and Gov'='?J"^| 
M. Babcock of Montana, Secretary of the Ir 
Stewart L. Udall, U.S. Senator Lee ^ - ^ ^ 
Montana, and U.S. Senator Gale McGee ^J""?^! 
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191 Remarks at the U.S. Embassy in Ottawa. 
May 17, 1961 

Ambassador and Mrs. Merchant, ladies and 
gentlemen: 

I want to express my appreciation to you 
for your generous welcome. I also want to 
express our country's appreciation to you for 
the work that you are doing, representing 
our country in this friendly country of 
Canada. 

I must say that those of you who work for 
the State Department may frequently feel 
that they are relatively unappreciated. I 
must say Presidents sometimes havc that feel­
ing also. But I do feel that in these very 
difficult and hazardous days that the work 
that you are doing, which involves very in­
timately the security of the country, that 
you are fulfilling your responsibility as 
citizens to thc highest. And I think that 
anyone who has that opportunity in these 
days is to be envied. 

So I express to you our commendation. 
It is not always pleasant to move from sta­

tion to station around the world, especially 
if you have young children, which I am 
happy to say you have. But nevertheless I 
think you serve not only our country but 
the cause of freedom. 

I also want to express our appreciation to 
thc Canadians. I hope that they feel that 
they are serving their own country when 
they come and help us here in this Embassy. 

The tics that bind Canada and thc United 
States are so intimate, are so long-based in 
history and a common interest, that I am 
sure that you feel a sense of mutual service 
to the cause of this great North American 
continent. 

So, thank you for your generous reception, 
and I must say I am glad to bc here. 

NOTE: Thc President spoke at 9:20 a.m. In his 
opening words he referred to Livingston T. Mer­
chant, U.S. Ambassador to Canada, and Mrs. 
Merchant. 

192 Address Before the Canadian ParUament in Ottawa. 
May 17, 1961 

Mr. Speaker oj the Senate, Mr. Speaker oj 
the House, Mr. Prime Minister, Members 
oj the Canadian Houses oj Parliament, dis­
tinguished guests and jriends: 

I am grateful for the generous remarks 
and kind sentiments toward my country 
and myself, Mr. Prime Minister. We in 
the United States have an impression that 
this country is made up of descendants of 
the English and the French. But I was glad 
to hear some applause coming from the very 
back benches when you mentioned Ireland. 
[iMughter] I am sure they are making 
progress forward. 
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Je mc sens vraiment entre amis.̂  
It is a deeply felt honor to address this 

distinguished legislative body. And yet may 
I say that I feel very much at home with 
you here today. For one-third of my life 
was spent in thc Parliament of my own coun­
try—the United States Congress. 

There arc some differences between this 
body and my own, the most noticeable to 
me is the lofty appearance of statesmanship 
which is on the faces of thc Members of 
the—Senators who realize that they will 

^ I feel that I am truly among friends. 
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never have to place their cause before the 
people again! 

I feel at home also here because I number 
in my own State of Massachusetts many 
friends and former constituents who are of 
Canadian descent. Among thc voters of 
Massachusetts who were born outside the 
United States, the largest group by far was 
born in Canada. Their vote is enough to 
determine the outcome of an election, even 
a Presidential election. You can understand 
that having been elected President of the 
United States by less than 140 thousand votes 
out of 60 million, that I am very conscious of 
these statistics! 

The warmth of your hospitality symbol­
izes more than merely the courtesy which 
may be accorded to an individual visitor. 
They symbolize the enduring qualities of 
amity and honor which havc characterized 
our countries' relations for so many decades. 

Nearly forty years ago, a distinguished 
Prime Minister of this country took the part 
of the United States at a disarmament con­
ference. He said, "They may not be angels 
but they are at least our friends." 

I must say that I do not think that we 
probably demonstrated in that forty years 
that we are angels yet, but I hope we have 
demonstrated that we are at least friends. 
And I must say that I think in these days 
where hazard is our constant companion, 
that friends are a very good thing to have. 

The Prime Minister was the first of the 
leaders from other lands who was invited 
to call upon me shortly after I entered the 
White House; and this is my first trip—the 
first trip of my wife and myself outside of 
our country's borders. It is just and fitting, 
and appropriate and traditional, that I should 
come here to Canada—across a border that 
knows neither guns nor guerrillas. 

But we share more than a common border. 
We share a common heritage, traced back to 

those early settlers who traveled from the 
beachheads of the Maritime Provinces and 
New England to the far reaches of the Pa­
cific Coast. Henry:_Thoreau;spoke a com­
mon sentiment for them all: "Eastward I 
go only by force. Westward I go free. I 
must walk towards Oregon and not towards 
.Europe." We share common values from 
the past, a common defense line at present, 
and common aspirations for the future— 
our future, and indeed the future of all 
mankind. 

Geography has made us neighbors. His­
tory has made us friends. Economics has 
made us partners. And necessity has made 
us allies. Those whom nature hath so 
joined together, let no man put asunder. 

What unites us is far greater than what 
divides us. The issues and irritants that 
inevitably affect all neighbors are small in­
deed in comparison with the issues that we 
face together—above all the somber threat 
now posed to the whole neighborhood of 
this continent—in fact, to the whole com­
munity of nations. But our alliance is born, 
not of fear, but of hope. It is an alliance 
that advances what we are for, as well as 
opposes what wc are against. 

And so it is that when we speak of our 
common attitudes and relationships, Canada 
and the United States speak in 1961 in 
terms of unity. We do not seek the una­
nimity that comes to those who water down 
all issues to the lowest common denomina­
tor—or to those who conceal their differences 
behind fixed smiles—or to those who meas­
ure unity by standards of popularity and 
affection, instead of trust and respect. 

We are allies. This is a partnership, not 
an empire. We arc bound to have differ­
ences and disappointments—and we are 
equally bound to bring them out into the 
thc open, to settle them where they can be 
settled, and to respect each other's views 
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when they cannot bc setded. 
Thus ours is the unity of equal and inde­

pendent nations, co-tenants of the same con­
tinent, heirs of the same legacy, and fully 
sovereign associates in the same historic 
endeavor: to preserve freedom for ourselves 
and all who wish it. To that endeavor we 
must bring great material and human re­
sources, the result of separate cultures and 
independent economies. And above all, that 
endeavor requires a free and ful l exchange 
of new and different ideas on all issues and 
all undertakings. 

For it is clear that no free nation can 
stand alone to meet the threat of those who 
make themselves our adversaries—that no 
free nation can retain any illusions about 
the nature of thc threat—and that no free 
nation can remain indifferent to thc steady 
erosion of freedom around the globe. 

It is equally clear that no Western nation 
on its own can help those less-developed 
lands to fulfi l l their hopes for steady 
progress. 

And finally, it is clear that in an age 
where new forces are asserting their strength 
around the globe—when the political shape 
of the hemispheres are changing rapidly— 
nothing is more vital than the unity of the 
United States and of Canada. 

And so my friends of Canada, whatever 
problems may exist or arise between us, I 
can assure you that my associates and I will 
be ever ready to discuss them with you, and 
to take whatever steps we can to remove 
them. And whatever those problems may 
be, I can also assure you that they shrink in 
comparison with the great and awesome 
tasks that await us as free and peace loving 
nations. 

So let us fix our attention, not on those 
matters that vex us as neighbors, but on the 
issues that face us as leaders. Let us look 
southward as part of the Hemisphere with 
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whose fate we are both inextricably bound. 
Let us look eastward as part of the North 
Adantic Community upon whose strength 
and will so many depend. Let us look west­
ward to Japan, to the newly emerging lands 
of Asia and Africa and thc Middle East, 
where lie the people upon whose fate and 
choice the struggle for freedom may uhi-
mately depend. And let us look at the 
world in which we live and hope to go on 
living—and at the way of life for which 
Canadians—and I was reminded again of 
this this morning, on my visit to your War 
Memorial—and Americans alike have al­
ways been willing to give up their lives in 
nearly every generation, if necessary to de­
fend and preserve freedom. 

First, if you will , consider our mutual 
hopes for this Hemisphere. Stretching vir­
tually from Pole to Pole, the nations of the 
Western Hemisphere are bound together by 
thc laws of economics as well as geography, 
by a common dedication to freedom as well 
as a common history of fighting for it. To 
make this entire area more secure against 
aggression of all kinds—to defend it against 
the encroachment of international commu­
nism in this Hemisphere—and to see our 
sister states fulfill their hopes and needs for 
economic and social reform and develop­
ment—are surely all challenges confronting 
your nation, and deserving of your talents 
and resources, as well as ours. 

To be sure, it would mean an added re­
sponsibility; but yours is not a nation that 
shrinks from responsibility. Thc Hemi­
sphere is a family into which we were 
born—and wc cannot turn our backs on it 
in time of trouble. Nor can we stand aside 
from its great adventure of development. 
I believe that all of the free members of the 
Organization of American States would be 
heartened and strengthened by any increase 
in your Hemispheric role. Your skills, your 
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resources, your judicious perception at the 
council table—even when it differs from our 
own view—are all needed throughout the 
inter-American Community. Your country 
and mine are partners in North American 
affairs—can wc not now become partners in 
inter-American affairs,? 

Secondly, let us consider our mutual hopes 
for the North Atlantic Community. 

Our NATO alliance is still, as it was when 
it was founded, the world's greatest bulwark 
of freedom. But the military balance of 
power has been changing. Enemy tactics 
and weaponry have been changing. We 
can stand still only at our peril. 

NATO force structures were originally 
devised to meet the threat of a massive con­
ventional attack, in a period of Western 
nuclear monopoly. 

Now, if we are to meet the defense re­
quirements of the 1960's, the NATO coun­
tries must push forward simultaneously 
along two lines: 

First, we must strengthen the conven­
tional capability of our Alliance as a matter 
of the highest priority. 

To this end, we in the United States are 
taking steps to increase thc strength and 
mobility of our forces and to modernize their 
equipment. To the same end, we will main­
tain our forces now on the European Con­
tinent and will increase their conventional 
capabilities. We look to our NATO Allies 
to assign an equally high priority to this 
same essential task. 

Second, we must make certain that nu­
clear weapons will continue to be available 
for the defense of the entire Treaty area, and 
that these weapons are at all times under 
close and flexible political control that meets 
the needs of all the NATO countries. We 
are prepared to join our Allies in working 
out suitable arrangements for this purpose. 

To make clear our own intentions and 

commitments to the defense of- Western 
Europe, the United States will commit to 
the NATO command five—and subse-
quendy still more—Polaris atomic-missile 
submarines, which arc defensive weapons, 
subject to any agreed NATO guidelines on 
their control and use, and responsive to thc 
needs of all members but still credible in 
an emergency. Beyond this, we look to thc 
possibility of eventually establishing a 
NATO sea-borne force, which would bc 
truly multi-lateral in ownership and control, 
if this should bc desired and found feasible 
by our Allies, once NATO's non-nuclear 
goals havc been achieved. 

Both of these measures—improved con­
ventional forces and increased nuclear 
forces—arc put forward in recognition of 
the fact that the defense of Europe and thc 
assurances that can be given to the people 
of Europe and the defense of North America 
are indivisible—in the hope that no aggressor 
will mistake our desire for peace with our 
determination to respond instandy to any 
attack with whatever force is appropriate— 
and in thc conviction that the time has come 
for all members of the NATO community 
to further increase and integrate their re­
spective forces in the NATO command area, 
coordinating and sharing in research, devel­
opment, production, storage, defense, com­
mand and training at all levels of arma­
ments. So let us begin. Our opponents 
are watching to sec if wc in the West are 
divided. They take courage when we are. 
Wc must not let them be deceived or in 
doubt about our willingness to maintain 
our own freedom. 

Third, let us turn to thc less-developed 
nations in the southern half of the globe— 
those who struggle to escape the bonds of 
mass misery which appeals to our hearts as 
well as to our hopes. Both your nation and 
mine havc recognized our responsibilities 
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to these new nations. Our people have given 

generously, if not always effectively. Wc 

could not do less. And now we must do 

more. 
For our historic task in this embatded age 

is not merely to defend freedom. It is to 
extend its writ and strengthen its covenant— 
to peoples of different cultures and creeds 
and colors, whose policy or economic system 
may differ from ours, but whose desire to be 
free is no less fervent than our own. 
Through the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development and the De­
velopment Assistance Group, we can pool 
our vast resources and skills, and make avail­
able thc kind of long-term capital, planning 
and know-how without which these nations 
will never achieve independent and viable 
economies, and without which our efforts 
will be tragically wasted. I propose further 
that the OECD establish a Development 
Center, where citizens and officials, and 
students and professional men of the Atlantic 
area and the less developed world can meet 
to study in common the problems of eco­
nomic development. 

If we in the Atlantic Community can 
more closely coordinate our own economic 
policies—and certainly the OECD provides 
the framework if wc but use it, and I hope 
that you will join as we are seeking to join 
to use it—then surely our potential eco­
nomic resources are adequate to meet our 
responsibility. Consider, for example, the 
unsurpassed productivity of our farms. Less 
than 8 percent of the American working 
force is on our farms; less than i r percent 
of the Canadian working force is on yours. 
Fewer men on fewer acres than any nation 
on earth—but free men on free acres can 
produce here in North America all the food 
that a hungry world could use—while all 
the collective farms and forced labor of the 
communist system produce one shortage 

after another. This is a day-to-day miracle 
of our free societies, easy to forget at a time 
when our minds are caught up in the glamor 
of beginning thc exploration of space. 

As thc new nations emerge into independ­
ence, they face a choice: Shall they develop 
by the method of consent, or by turning their 
freedom over to the system of totalitarian 
control. In making that decision they 
should look long and hard at the tragedy 
now being played out in thc villages of Com­
munist China. 

If we can work closely together to make 
our food surpluses a blessing instead of a 
curse, no man, woman or child need go hun­
gry. And if each of the more fortunate na­
tions can bear its fair share of the effort to 
help the less-fortunate—not merely those 
with whom we have traditional ties, but all 
who are willing and able to achieve mean­
ingful growth and dignity—then this decade 
will surely bc a turning-point in the history 
of the human family. 

Finally, let me say just a few words about 
the world in which we live. Wc should not 
misjudge the force of the challenge that we 
face—a force that is powerful as well as in­
sidious, that inspires dedication as well as 
fear, that uses means wc cannot adopt to 
achieve ends we cannot permit. 

Nor can we mistake the nature of the 
struggle. It is not for concessions or terri­
tory. It is not simply between different 
systems. It is an age old batde for the sur­
vival of liberty itself. And our great advan­
tage—and we must never forget it—is that 
the irresistible tide that began five hundred 
years before the birth of Christ in ancient 
Greece is /or freedom, and against tyranny. 
And that is the wave of the future—and the 
iron hand of totalitarianism can ultimately 
neither seize it nor turn it back. In the 
words of Macaulay: "A single breaker may 
recede, but the tide is coming in." 
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So we in thc Free World are not without 
hope. We are not without friends. And 
we are not without resources to defend our­
selves and those who arc associated with us. 
Believing in the peaceful setdement of dis­
putes in the defense of human rights, we 
arc working throughout the United Nations, 
and through regional and other associations, 
to lessen the risks, the tensions and the means 
and opportunity for aggression that have 
been mounting so rapidly throughout the 
world. In these councils of peace—in thc 
U N Emergency Force in thc Middle East, 
in the Congo, in the International Control 
Commission in South East Asia, in thc Ten 
Nations Commission on Disarmament— 
Canada has played a leading, important, and 
constructive role. 

If we can contain the powerful struggle of 
ideologies, and reduce it to manageable pro­
portions, we can proceed with the transcend­
ent task of disciplining the nuclear weapons 
which shadow our lives, and of finding a 
widened range of common enterprises be­
tween ourselves and those who live under 
communist rule. For, in the end, we live on 

one planet and we are part of one human 
family; and whatever the struggles that con­
front us, wc must lose no chance to move 
forward towards a world of law and a 
world of disarmament. 

At thc conference table and in the minds 
of men, the Free World's cause is strength­
ened because it is just. But it is strength­
ened even more by the dedicated efforts of 
free men and free nations. As the great 
parliamentarian Edmund Burke said, "Thc 
only thing necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good men to do nothing." And that in 
essence is why I am here today. This trip 
is more than a consultation—more than a 
good-will visit. It is an act of faith—faith 
in your country, in your leaders—faith in 
thc capacity of two great neighbors to meet 
their common problems—and faith in the 
cause of freedom, in which we are so inti­
mately associated. 

NOTE: The President spoke in the House of Com­
mons chamber at 3:27 p.m. His opening words 
referred to the Honorable Mark Robert Drouin, 
Speaker of the Senate, the Honorable Roland 
Michcner, Speaker of thc House of Commons, and 
Prime Minister John G. Diefenbaker. 

193 Joint Statement Following Discussions With Prime Minister 
Diefenbaker of Canada. May i8, 1961 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY and Prime Min­
ister Diefenbaker stated that they had had a 
welcome opportunity of renewing the per­
sonal contact they established during the 
Prime Minister's visit to Washington in Feb­
ruary and of examining together questions of 
concern to both their governments. Their 
discussions covered broad international is­
sues as well as specific Canadian-United 
States questions. 

United Nations. Thc President and 
Prime Minister stated their confidence in the 
United Nations as an organization dedicated 

to the peaceful settlement of differences and 
the defense of national and human rights. 

Disarmament. They reaffirmed that the 
goals sought by both countries is a secure 
world order in which there can be general 
disarmament under effective controls. They 
agreed, in particular, that the negotiation of 
a nuclear test ban treaty with effective pro­
visions for inspection was a basic step in the 
process of moving towards disarmament. 

Dejense. The President and Prime Min­
ister examined certain aspects of U.S.­
Canadian defense arrangements and the 
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387 Remarks at the Cheney Stadium in Tacoma. 
September 27, 1963 

Senator Magnuson, Governor RoselUni, Sec­
retary Udall, Senator jac){son, Senator Morse, 
Senator Neubcrger, Congressman Tollejson, 
Mayor Tollejson—/ am glad to come here 
and see the Tollejson brothers; it makes tke 
Kennedys jeel a little better when they see 
tvhat is happening out here—Mr. Presidents 
oj our two distinguished universities, tvhich 
are our hosts today, and ladies and gentle­
men: 

Whatever gave Senator Magnuson the 
impression that we in Massachusetts do not 
have comparable wonders to Mt. Rainier! 
If you see sometimes the blue hills of Boston 
stretching 300 feet straight up, covered by 
snow in the middle of the winter, you can 
know what nature can really do to produce 
a vigorous race. 

We arc glad to be here today and see what 
you h.nvc. But in looking at nature, I havc 
been impressed really more by man in my 
l.ist 3 days, because everything that I have 
seen, Jackson Hole and all tbe rest, was given 
to us by nature, but man did something 
about it. Whether it is what you have done 
with these parks here in this State, whether 
what wc saw yesterday where the atom is 
being harnessed for pc.nceful use in the most 
impressive and advanced scientific effort in 
the world, or whether we go as we did last 
night to tbe Mormon Temple and Taber­
nacle and see built in the most arid part, 
perh.Tps, not only of the United States, but 
of the world, a great civilization, a great 
temple, a great tabernacle—I nm impressed 
by nature and more impressed by man. And 
I am glad to be here with the students from 
these two schools. 

This country has placed particular empha­
sis from its beginning, from the time of the 
M.Tssachusetts B.iy Colony, on educating our 
children, not merely to help them, but most 
importantly because we realized that the 
free, democratic system of government which 
places more burdens on the individual than 

any other system, must depend in its final 
analysis upon an informed citizenry. And 
here in these schools and colleges of this 
State, and the others stretching across the 
United States, wc are trying to build and 
develop men and women who can maintain 
in a difficult and hazardous and dangerous 
and changing world a free system of 
government. 

Winston Churchill once said democracy 
is the worst form of government except for 
all the other systems that have been tried. 
It is the most difficult. It demands more 
from us. 

And here in these schools and colleges, we 
hope that we are developing those qualities 
which in other days of change and challenge 
will permit this country to be guided 
through. The problems we face today havc 
never been so complex. They cannot pos­
sibly be solved in Washington, D.C, unless 
we havc supporting us in our two political 
parties an informed citizenry. And it is 
well to remember that this Nation's first 
great leaders, our founders—Jefferson, 
Madison, Monroe, Jay, Mason, Bryan, and 
all the rest—were not only the political lead­
ers of this country, but they were also among 
the most educated citizens that this country 
had ever produced. Thc two outstanding 
men in the i8th century, outstanding not 
only in the United States but in the whole 
Western World, were both Americans, both 
politicians, and both philosophers and scien­
tists—Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin 
Franklin. 

So the assignment, it seems to me, in the 
iq6o's, is to produce all of the educated talent 
th.nt we have, not merely to help them along, 
not merely to produce outstanding busmess-
men. though wc need them, and lawyers, 
though we need them, and doctors, though 
we need them, but also to produce men and 
women with a sense of the public responsi­
bility, the public duty. This has been an 
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' f I want to see in 1963, and in 1970, and 
1980 the best brains we have meeting the 
niost difficult problems that this country has 
ever faced. The fact of the matter is that thc 
•experts disagree. I remember during the 

^test ban debate when Senator Kuchel said 
p to a scientist, "One scientist comes here and 
'tells us one thing, another scientist with 
'̂ comparable experience, comparable knowl­
edge, comes and tells us something else. 
iWho are we to believe?" Thc experts dis­
agree. And in the final analysis this coun-
6y, for its movement forward, on its balance 
of payments, on its assistance abroad, on its 
iciix of monetary and fiscal policy, on its 
resource development, on its space effort, and 
ail';.the rest where we wil l find thc most 
:intehse disagreement among those who 
[know the most—in the final analysis the 
people themselves havc to make a judgment, 
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one of those decisions involves the wise 
5f of what nature gave us and also putting 

science and technology to work to develop 
new uses. We sec it in the mountain nearby, 
we see thc old concept of conserving our 
resources. And yesterday afternoon in see­
ing what use science had done with the atom 
we sec thc new kind of conservation which 
can mean so much to the people who come 
after us. 

The population of thc United States a few 
years ago was 130 million. Today it is 185 
million. By the year 2000 it will bc 350 
million. What is going to happen to those 
people? What green grass will they sec? 
What will bc thc resource position of the 
United States? We will know that in the 
year 2000 by what we do today, and what we 
do the rest of this decade. In thc last 2 years 
we set aside, for example, about 200 miles 
of oceanfront. I f we had not seized, by 
national decision, the Cape Cod National 
Park, or the park near San Francisco, or on 
thc Gulfstream, they would have been gone 
forever. And the whole Adantic and Pacific 
Coast and thc Gulfstream would havc been 
controlled by . a few people, and the chance 
for all of thc people of our country to look 
to the ocean on a beach would havc been 
gone, and what happens on our oceanfront 
happens here. 

I urge, therefore, that the talented and able 
people of this State make the judgments on 
recreation and conservation and wise use of 
our resources now with a long look forward, 
not for this decade, but for thc next genera­
tion. And your two Senators, Senator Jack­
son, the head of the Interior Committee, 
which must make these decisions on how 
these lands shall bc used, and Senator Mag­
nuson and, indeed, the congressional delega­
tions of the entire Northwest, have under­
stood that nature was very good to thc 
Northwest, but thc Northwest itself must 
use nature wisely. 

So I come on a trip of conservation not to 
repeat an old doctrine, but to say that we 
need an opportunity now to recommit our­
selves to maintaining the natural advantages 
that this country has given us. This is a 
difficult time in the life of thc United States, 
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and people look all around the world and 
wonder whether we are moving forward or 
backward. Whether the world is more 
dangerous or easier, I don't think anyone can 
say. But I think they can say that there is 
every reason to hope, and there is every 
reason for us to concentrate our energy in 
making those decisions here in the United 
States which will maintain the strength of 
the United States so that we can in turn meet 
our responsibilities around the globe. 

If this country falls back, if we do not take 
those steps both in Washington and here in 
this State and in the other States to find 
employment for our people, to educate our 
children, to use our resources both human 
and material to the maximum, then these 
great burdens which the United States has 
carried for 18 years will become too much. 
I think we can do it. I think our strength 
has grown, and I think it is up to all of us, 
not only to look to our private interest, but 
also look to our obligations to the United 
States. All of us feel that love of country, 
but I think we must put it to practical use. 
I think we must decide what it is that this 
country must do in 1963 to find jobs for our 
people and to educate our young. 

I said yesterday that there are 9 million 
children in the United States in high school 
or in elementary school who live in families 
which have incomes of less than $3,000 a 
year, $58 a week, to bring up a family. How 
many of them will drop out of school and 
never have a chance again? How many of 
our children who have talent will not havc 
a chance to use it, will not get to a college 
or a university? How many of them will 
graduate, or fall out of school and be unable 
to find work or will live in slums in our 
large cities? 

This rich country of ours must fulfill its 
promise to all of our citizens, and that can 
only be done by a national commitment to 

use all of our energy and all of our talents 
so that we can produce all of the things that 
we are capable of doing in order to meet our 
responsibility to ourselves and to those who 
look to us for leadership. 

So I express my thanks to you for thc 
chance to visit today. I do not think that 
these trips may do very much for people who 
come and listen to those of us who are travel­
ing, but I can tell you they are the best edu-
cational 3 or 4 days for anyone who holds 
high office in the United States, to get out 
of beautiful Washington and see thc rest of 
this country, to see what it is capable of, to 
see what it has, to see what it must be. All 
through our history, on occasions, these 
journeys have been taken, and I believe they 
are of benefit. 

I ask particularly that those of you who 
are now in school will prepare yourselves to 
bear the burden of leadership over thc next 
40 years here in the United States, and make 
sure that the United States—which I believe 
almost alone has maintained watch and 
ward for freedom—that the United States 
meet its responsibility. That is a wonderful 
challenge for us as a people. No other gen­
eration in history has borne the burdens that 
thc United States has borne in thc last 18 
vears. I want to see us continue to use our 
talents to the maximum and maintain the 
reputation of the United States as a citadel 
of freedom. 

Thank you. 
NOTE: In his opening words the President referred 
to U.S. Senator Warren G. Magnuson and Govemor 
Albert D. Roselllni of Washington, Secretary of the 
Interior Stewart L. Udall, U.S. Senator Henry M. 
Jackson of Washington, U.S. Senators Wayne Morse 
and Maurine B. Neubcrger of Oregon, U.S. Repre­
sentative Thor C, ToUcfson of Washington and 
Mayor Harold M. Tollefson of Tacoma, and Prei-
dents Robert Nortvedt of Pacific Lutheran University 
and R. Franklin Thompson of the University ot 
Puget Sound. 


