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VERNON E. JORDAN. JR. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORE 

NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE 

AT 

CbftENcoiENT EXERCISES 

W30DLANDS HIGH SCHOOL 

HARTSDALÊ  NEW YORK 

JUf£ 25. 1977 

_ THIS IS A GREAT DAY FOR YOU,' YOUR PARENTSV AND YOUR TEAOCRS.' 

BY YIRRJE OF HAVING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA,' YOU NOW HAVE ACHIEVED A 

HI(a€R LEVEL OF EDUCATION THAT hDST /telCANS HAD IN TIC EARUER PART 

OF THIS CENTURY. MJCH HAS CHANGED SINCE THOSE DAYS, AND ONE OF THE 

CHANGES HAS BEEN THE FACT THAT THE HlGti SCHOOL DIPLOMA IS NO LONGER A 

BADGE OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVÊ ENT - IT IS THE BARE MINIMUM OUR SOCIETY 

REQUIRES. 

^ FEW OF YOU WILL BE CONTENT WITH ENDING YOUR EDUCATION NOW. MANY 

OF YDU WILL GO ON TO COLLEGE. OTHERS TO TECWICAL SCHOOLS OR OTHER 

AVENUES OF SPECIALIZED TRAINING. ALL OF YOU WILL BE THiNKING OF 

YOUR U.TimTE CAREER GOALS. 
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YOU WILL REMEMBER THAT WHEN YOU WERE SMALL CHILDREN. ADULTS WOULD 

ASK YOU WHAT YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU GROW UP. WELU/ THAT TII^ HAS NOW 

CÔ E. You AS£ GR(m UP. You ARE NOW MEMBERS OF THAT ADULT SOCIETY 

THAT SEEMED SO STRANGE TO YOU FOR SO MANY YEARS OF YOUR CHILDHOOD. 

Y GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL IS ONE OF LIFE'S IMWANT AccQr«.isw€NTs. 
A TURNING POINT THAT SŶ BOLIZES YOUR ADMITTANCE TO ADULT SOCIETY.' THE 

DAYS W£N YOU COULD ENJOY YOUR DEPENDENCE AND WHEN YOU COULD CLAIM 

NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SXIETY IN WHICH YOU LIVE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY 

OVER. 

GETTING A J(B. GOING TO COLLEGE, MARRYING.' RAISING A FAMILY." 

VOTING. 'AND PARTICIPATING IN COmJNITY AFFAIRS ARE NO LONGER IN TIC 

DISTANT FUnjRE. THEY ARE ALL UPON YOU - SO^ OF THB1 WITHIN WEEKS. 

SÔE WITHIN A FEW YEARS. BUF MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT ~ YOU ARE NOW 

ADULTS. WITH THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITY OF ADULTHOOD. 

^ BEING ADULTS MEANS MORE THAN ACQUIRING THE RIGHTS TD VOTE, TD DRINK 

AND TO DRIVE. I T ÊANS ACCEPTING THE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR ONE'S OWN 

ACTIONS. AND FOR SHAPING ONE'S LIFE AND ONE'S SURROUNDINGS TD REFLECT 

^ VAUJES OF OÛ  CIVILIZATION.' AND BY THAT I MEAN T^C IDEALS TCMfiPD 

Ŵ ICH OUR SOCIETY STRIVES. NOT THE SHABBY REALITY OF WHAT IT DOES.' 
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THUS. YOU WILL. IN THE YEARS AHEAD. FORM PUBLIC OPINION. YOU WILL 

SHAPE PUBLIC POLICY. AND YOU WILL WORK WITH OTHERS TO DETERMINE THE 

CONTOURS OF OUR SOCIETY'S RESPONSES TO THE HARD ISSUES WE LEAVE YOU. 

You WILL HAVE TO DEAL WITH ISSUES LIKE WORLD HUNGER. PEACE OR WAR. 

THE URBAN CRISIŜ  Af© RACISM. 

IT IS MY HOPE YOU WILL 1 ^ BETTER USE OF YOUR ADULT RESPONSIBILITIES 

THAN MY GENERATION — AND YOUR PARENTS'. GENERATION — HAVE DONE. AND 

IT IS MY HOPE THAT YOU WILL MAKE A BETTER USE OF YOUR ABILITIES. YOUR 

POTENTIAL AND YOUR OPPORTUNITIES. THAW I SUSPECT MANY OF YOU DID 

WHILE AT VfoODLANDS. 

FOR SOME OF YOU. YOUR YEAI^ IN THIS FINE SCHOOL COULD HAVE-BEEN 

MARKED BY A GREATER CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO LEARN FROM AND TO TEACH ONE ANOTIB̂  

AND SO T>€RE MAY HAVE BEEN PRECIOUS OPPORTUNITIES LOST. OPPORT\mTIES TO 

BECÔ E SKILLED IN THE ARTS OF HUMAN RELATIONS AND ENRICHED EXPERIENCES. 

WbODLANDS IS ONE OF T}€ RELATIVELY FEW SCHOOLS IN Â ERICA'S SIBÛ S 

WHERE THE RACIAL MIX OF THE STUDENT BODY MAKES REAL INTEGRATION POSSIBLE. 

THOSE OF YOU WHO FULLY UTILIZED THIS RARE OPPORTUNITY KNOW HOW BENEFICIAL 

IT HAS BEEN. AND IT WILL BECOME EVEN MDRE SO AS THE YEARS PASS. AND 

THOSE AMONG YOU WHO FAILED TO EXPLDIT THIS RARE RESOFCE. WILL* IN 

FUTURE YEARS. UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU HAVE MISSED. 
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^ YOU'VE STUDIED MATH AND CHEMISTTRY. LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE. 

BUT AS YOU MAKE YOUR WAY IN LIFE YOU WILL BETTER UNDERSTAND THAT 

MASTERY OF FORMAL SUBJECTS WON'T REALLY AMDUNT TO MUCH UNLESS YOU'VE • 

ALSO MASTERED THE ART OF LEARNING HOW TO LIVE WITH ONE ANOTHER." 

THOSE AMONG YOU WHO DID msTER THIS VALUABLE LESSON WILL MAKE YOUR 

WAY IN THE WORLD IN FULL POSSESSION OF A STRENGTH THAT WILL LIFT YOUR 

SPIRITS. AND EASE YOUR PATH. 

MOST OF YOUR PARENTS NEVER HAD YOUR oppoRRfiiTiES. MOST 

ATTENDED SEGREGATED SCHOOLS - WHITE OR BLACK." IN THE PAST, 

BLACK STUDENTS RODE THE BUS PAST ALL-WHITE SCHOOLS CLOSE TO 

HOME TO ATTEND A SEGREGATED SCHOOL THAT USED OUT-DATED TEXTBOOKS 

DISCARDED BY THE WHITE SCHOOLS.' WE - YOUR PfiSmTS - DIDN'T HAVE 

THE OPPORTLWITY TO KNOW PEOPLE FROM DIFFEREfff RACES." WE GREW UP 
. 

IN REUTIVE ISOLATION FROM EACH OTHER. 

Bur YOU HAD THE CHANCE.. YoU DIDN'T HAVE TO BE SHOCKED INTO 

IWDERSTANDING THE BLACK EXPERIENCE FROM THE TELEVISED VERsYoN OF 

"ROOTS." YOU COULD HAVE BECOME FAMILIAR mrn EVERYDAY EXPERIENCE 

TTmjGH PERSONAL FRIENDSHIPS AND VISITING EACH OTHER'S HOÎ S. TO 

THE DEGREE THAT YOU HAVE DONE SO. YOU HAVE LEARNED A LOT MORE THAN YOUR 

FELLIDW STUDENTS. FoR THOSE YW MISSED THAT HUMAN REUTIONS EXPERIENCE. 

YOUR SELF-IMPOSED ISOUTION RESULTED IN SEVERELY HAMPERING YOUR REAL 

EDUCATION AND YOUR FUTURE ABILITY TO DEAL WITH LIFE. 
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BOTH BLACKS AND WHITES NEED DESPERATELY 

BUCK KIDS CANNOT HIDE BEHIND 
TO LEARN THIS LESSON. 

RACIAL ISOUTION. AND WHITE KIDS 
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THUS, YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO UNBURDEN YOURSELVES OF THE 

BAGGAGE CARRIED BY YOUR PARENTS. OF ATTITUDES SHAPED BY OTHER TIMES 

AND OTHER DAYS. OuR VIEWS WERE SHAPED BY LEGAL SEGREGATION. BY WORLD 

WARS AND BY THE DEPRESSION. BUT YOU WERE BORN IN A DIFFERENT AGE. 

You WERE SMALL CHILDREN VMBi THE CiVIL RlOTTS ACT WAS PASSED; 

WHEN THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON TOOK PLACE, AND WHEN SPACE FLIGHTS WERE 

("LAUNCHED. FOR MOST OF YOU. VIETNAM IS JUST A DIM MEMORY.' , IT IS 

) sô cTÎ Es HARD FOR WE. YOUR ELDERS, TO FULLY COMPREHEND HOW THE 

ISSUES THAT MOST STRONGLY INFLUENCED OUR LIVES ARE. FOR YOU AND 

YOUR GENERATION,; ANCIENT HISTORY. 

So YOU cô E TO ADULTHOOD FREE OF THE HEAVY LOAD OF OLD IDEAS. 

BUT. YDU MUST ALSO RECOGNIZE TTIAT YOU EfiTER A WORLD SHAPED BY 

THOSE OLDER IDEAS. ISSUES AND CONFLICTS. YOU INHERIT THB1. YoU 

MJST DEAL WITH THEM. YOUR WORLD I S MUCH SMALLER THAN OURS WAS — 

INTERCONTINENTAL MESSAGES CAN TAKE SECONDS AND T H E CONCORDE GOES TO 

EUROPE IN A FEW HOURS. 

WhEN AN APARTHEID REGIME IN SoUTH AFRICA KILLS SCHOOL CHILDREN 

IN SOWETO. IT IMPACTS DIRECTLY ON YOU AND YOUR LIVES. \hm TERRORISTS 

HOLD INNOCENT HOSTAGES. WHEN BRUTAL RULERS MURDER OR IMPRISON PEACEFUL 

CITIZENS. WHEN TRUTH-SEEKING REPORTERS ARE DETAINED BY THE SECRET 

POLICE. THESE EVENTS TOUCH YOU DIRECTLY. As THE WORLD SHRINKS. 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY GROWS. 
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AND SO I ASK YOU TO ACCEPT THAT RESPONSIBILITY. I ASK YOU TO 

AVOID THE MISTAKES OF THE PAST. TO HELP SHAPE CONSTT̂UCTIVE ANSWERS 

TO THE PROBLEMS FACING YOU. YOUR TOWN. YOÛ  NATION AND YOU? WORLD. 

CAST ASIDE THE VICIOUS PREJUDICES THAT HMT YOU? OWN HU^ITY BY 

SEEING OTHERS AS LESS THAN EQUAL. OVERCOME THE FEARS THAT BIND YOU 

TO RACIAL EXCLUSION AND SUSPICION. KEEP YOUR MINDS OPEN. YOU? HEARTS 

GENEROUS AND YOUR WILL FIRM. 

AT THE RISK OF BEING TOO GLUM ON A DAY OF JOY AND HAPPINESS. 

I MUST REMIND YOU THAT IT'S A HARD. HARD WORLD OOT THERE. LiFE IS 

NEITHER EASY NOR FAIR. THE PITFALLS ARE DEEP AND THE ROAD RUTTED. 

As YOU EMBARK a< THAT ,XXJRNEY I ASK YOU TO REMB^ THAT A 

DEVOTION TO EXCELLENCE WILL SEE YOU ThROUSH. DEMAND FROM YOURSELVES 

THE UTMOST IN EFFqRT. TAKE PART IN THE STRUGGLE OF YOUR TII^S. 

WORK TO ovERcô E THE INEQUITIES THAT STILL INFECT OUR LIVES. 

RE>B«ER THOSE m) HAVE LESS THAN YOU. AND REMEMBER TOO. THAT THE 

SYSTEM THAT BRINGS POVERTY AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION CAN BE CHANGED -

AND THAT YOU MUST BE THE AGENTS OF THAT CHANGE. 

c. 

You STAND AT THE THRESHOLD OF ADULT LIFE AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

AT THE DAWN OF YOUR TIME OF RESPONSIBILITY AND ACCOMPLISHMENT. 

As YOU GO FORTH FROM WOODLANDS. AS YOU LEAVE TO MAKE YOUR WAY IN A 

WORLD YOU MUST STRIVE TO MAKE BETTER AND MORE HUMANE. BE OF FIRM 

RESOLVE. GOOD CHEER AND HIGH SPIRIT. 
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I REMIND YOU GRADUATES. OF THE TIMELESS WORDS OF EDWARD EVERETT HALE: 

r-
"I AM ONLY ONE. 

BUT snLL. I AM ONE. 

I CANNOT DO EVERYTHING. 

BUT STILL I CAN DO SOMETHING; 
AND BECAUSE I CANNOT DO EVERYTHING 
I WILL NOT REFUSE TO DO TTE SOMETHING THAT I CAN DO." 

GOOD LUCK AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL! ! ! 



AMERICA'S QUIET CRISIS 

MONEY, POWER AND INJUSTICE 
By U.S. Senator Paul Wellstone 

Delivered to the National Press Club 
Washington, D.C. 

May 14, 1997 

Our nation is now in its third century. To get here we have survived the gravest of crises. War 
and depression, foreign dangers and domestic turbulence ~ we have faced these challenges time 
and again and emerged, better and stronger. 

Now, in 1997, we face yet another crisis ~ not a war, not a broad economic calamity, but a crisis 
nonetheless. This is, by the averages and the indicators, a prosperous time for our country, a time 
of sustained growth and low inflation, of a booming stock market and low unemployment. There 
is no blare of bugles, no moan of universal distress, no loud hordes of righteous protestors 
clamoring in our streets. But averages are misleading. They tell nothing of the ends of the curve 
— the height at the top or the depth at the bottom. And that is where our crisis resides, a quiet 
crisis, a crisis of money, power, and injustice, the crisis of a nation in danger of abandoning the 
principles of equality and justice that are so fundamental to our resilience, that are, indeed, the 
very meaning and purpose of America. It is this crisis that I will address today. 

Almost two weeks ago, two events that chanced to occur on the same day dramatized our current 
American dilemma. With celebration and reverence, we enshrined the memory of our beloved 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, alongside the other immortals of our history. Guiding and inspiring 
us through economic depression and world war, he led us toward a renewal of ancient 
aspirations. More than any other leader he helped to create a middle class society in which all, 
not just a fortunate few, would have the chance to share in abundance. 

But there was another event that day in Washington. Our President and the majority leadership in 
Congress, suddenly "fmding" $225 billion in newly projected revenues, broke a logjam of two 
years duration and forged an agreement to balance the federal budget by the year 2002. The two 
events reflected two ends of an era, two views of our nation, two views of public responsibility, 
two views of justice and fairness. 

Franklin Roosevelt died five decades ago. For half the time since, the prosperity he helped 
initiate went on to elevate the living standards of nearly all Americans. About twenty five years 
ago, though, the rising tide stopped lifting all the boats. America remained abundant, powerful, 
influential. But the principle of economic justice went into eclipse. We started moving back to a 
more stratified America, one with mounting access to the things that make life richer in 



possibility, and the other caught in a constant struggle to make ends meet. One 
able to purchase the security of gated communities and private schools, the other beset by the 
dangers of a decaying social fabric. One swiftly navigating the information superhighway. The 
other lacking the rudimentary skills needed to navigate an ever more complex society. One 
enriched by a rising stock market, the other at the uncertain mercies of the job market. One 
wondering when to take a vacation in Europe or Asia, the other hoping to save enough to take the 
family to a ball game. 

This other America, this second America, is not just inhabited by a poor, neglected minority. It is 
in fact the residence of the American majority, the homeland of most of our workers, most of our 
families, most of our children. And it is precisely this America that the budget agreement of two 
weeks ago failed to serve fully and fairly. 

Yes, there was an agreement to increase slightly PeU Grants, to add a little to Head Start, to give 
back a bit to legal immigrants. The architects of hype and photo opportunity politics made sure 
we knew all that. But how much of the "found" $225 billion went to help ordinary Americans, 
and how much went to help those who need very little help? Reducing taxes on capital gains and 
on inheritances is a high price to pay for the modest help now promised to the rest of America. 
Where were the funds to rebuild schools that are crumbling all across the nation? Where were the 
funds to get health coverage to every child who lacks it? The rhetoric on children's health 
coverage was very much in evidence, but the fine print was something else again. 

The well being ofthe American people is not described by the Gross Domestic Product. The 
economy in which most Americans live ~ that measured by family income, by individual 
opportunity, by the fulfillments of social life, by security for families and expectations for 
children ~ that economy is not doing nearly as well as it should be. We need to be talking about 
what is not on the table. 

What is not on the table are the monumental changes in the distribution of income and wealth 
that have occurred since 1980, the astonishing growth of personal wealth at the top and the 
declines in the share of the national pie received by the majority of Americans. There is surely a 
paradox here; impressively growing abundance in total, but a continuing struggle by ordinary 
Americans to make enough money and raise their children successfully. 

What is not on the table is the way we make national monetary policy, with a Federal Reserve 
Board that raises interest rates when the first cloud of inflation is not even on the horizon. This 
suggests another paradox. We say we believe in full employment, but we do not take steps to 
achieve it. 



What is not on the table is a full debate about our defense needs in a post-Cold War world. I for 
one think we could have found better uses for the $12 billion Congress voted for defense last 
year, that the President did not request. 

What is not on the table are the tax preferences to special interests that are bought and paid for 
with campaign contributions in a system that is corroding the very underpinning of our 
democracy. 

What is not on the table is the frightening concentration that we are seeing in the 
communications industry, with the enormous power this portends in controlling the flow of 
information to the people. 

What's not on the table is the deterioration in many of our public institutions which are supposed 
to contribute to the quality of our lives. Rebuilding a sense of community in America means 
attending to this deterioration. We have fewer good schools, fewer good libraries, and too many 
hospitals and clinics unable to provide the best care. 

What is not on the table, perhaps most of all, is a set of social arrangements that allows children 
to be the most poverty stricken group in America. 

There is no concept of justice or virtue that justifies our willingness to allow millions of children 
to suffer involuntary poverty. What principle can we possibly invoke to absolve ourselves of 
responsibility for the fate of children too young to comprehend their expulsion from the 
American promise, denied the pleasures of childhood, their natural capacifies stifled, their minds 
and spirit under attack from birth? Their impoverishment is our disgrace and a betrayal of our 
nation's heritage. 

If this balanced budget agreement is to be the great accomplishment of eight years of a 
Democratic Presidency, then history will judge us harshly. With a budget that was already in 
substantial balance because of the policies of the past four years, this agreement is really a 
triumph of the past, rather than a bridge to the century to come. 

Since Lincoln every national leader of historic stature has seen the improvement in the living 
conditions of all Americans as among the principal tasks of government. Amid the dark and 
uncertain days of the Civil War, Lincoln acted to provide education for the settlers of our 
emerging West, and signed a law giving free land to the pioneers. And Franklin Roosevelt almost 
a century later asked, "And what do we mean when we talk about the reduction of poverty. We 
mean the reduction of the causes of poverty." 



But today, we have lost our way, stripping the most helpless among us of desperately needed 
assistance, without taking the realistic steps that are necessary to offer gainfiil employment to 
those who can make their own way. We all favor jobs and not welfare. However, unless we are 
willing to provide people with the skills necessary for meaningful jobs, this is just a slogan that 
masks a cruelty, an assault of the strong on the weak. 

If we think about our children, which means thinking about the future, these responsibilities go 
far beyond getting people off welfare, or even ending the poverty of those who work. They mean 
investing in our children, and they mean realizing that so much of what we do to help children 
grown and learn is structurally flawed, damaged by bad policies, bad training, bad management 
and bad oversight. 

Everyone deserves the opportunity to pursue the American dream. As Lincoln said," I do not 
believe in a law to prevent a man from getting rich...we wish to allow the humblest man an equal 
chance to get rich with everybody else...I want every man to have a chance..." But Theodore 
Roosevelt added, "Government must make sure that the power of wealth is used for and not 
against the interests of the people as a whole." This principle ~ that all should have a fair chance 
to share in the blessings of American life, that all should be able to contribute to the life of the 
nation and be fairly rewarded for their efforts ~ is what we mean by economic justice. 

I think large numbers of the American people believe that economic justice is not being achieved 
and government too often serves the interests of the already powerful and wealthy. I believe the 
mounfing cynicism, the deepening apathy of the electorate toward polifics, is a manifestation of 
that awareness. This does not mean that people do not care what happens. They care deeply, 
sometimes desperately. But they also feel that their own struggles, the cares of their daily life, are 
of little concern in the chambers of power, that whomever they choose will make little difference 
to their hopes for themselves, their loved ones and their own community. And, we have given 
them too much justification for this belief. 

This has always been a danger in our free society, founded as it is on the twin pillars of 
capitalism and democracy. The Framers warned that the boundaries between economic and 
polifical power must be strictly guarded against the ascendancy of what Madison called "faction" 
or what we know as special economic interests. "Men of factious temper," Madison warned, 
"may, by intrigue, by corruption, or by other means, first obtain the suffrages, and then betray the 
interests of the people." This is a waming that public power must restrain the natural tendencies 
of private power to aggrandize itself. It is a warning we are in danger of forgetting. 

The influence of private wealth and power has rarely been more strongly felt. Increasingly, it 
shapes the acts and policies of government. Money prowls the corridors ofthe Capitol and the 



halls of the White House. No one in politics today can deny the shaping influence of money on 
public acts. Few contribute vast sums of money to political campaigns out of profound 
ideological beliefs. They do it because they hope for gain, an understandable ambition for private 
individuals, but one to which public figures should not yield their larger commitment toward all 
Americans. 

Until we take the big money out of polifics, our historic drive for economic jusfice will be 
diverted, frustrated and ulfimately denied. Our quiet crisis of money, power and injustice will 
continue. Many, of both parties, now call for campaign finance reform. But, it is not only 
campaigns or politics that we must seek to reform. It is democracy itself, which today, as so 
many times in our past, must be reformed so it can be renewed. That renewal comes with 
believing in the greatness of our country. 

A half dozen years ago I came to Washington from Minnesota ~ the child of immigrants, a proud 
member of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, and an elected delegate to the Senate of the 
United States. I had accepted, indeed I sought, the responsibilities of leadership. 

In our nation's Capitol, so charged with historic memory, the guiding principles for judgment and 
action, the reminders ofour immense capacity to overcome the most resistant and intricate 
difficulties are all around us. The great memorials are not only a reminder of what we have been, 
but instruct us in what we are, what we can be and what we should be. 

But leadership is not merely the power to act. It is also the responsibility to help others 
understand the meaning of events, to shape the terms of the public dialogue, to invoke in others 
the courage to confront problems which may seem bafflingly large and complex. 

Each of us has to ask what we can do. 

As a Senator, I am going to legislate, travel, speak and organize. 

I will fight hard on the floor of the U.S. Senate. My legislative focus will be on reform and 
economic justice. I will do everything I can to offer amendments and to push forward proposals 
that work in that direction. But, I know full well that proposing correct solutions to problems 
does not put into gear the machinery to deal with these problems. 

Without enlisting the energies of our fellow cifizens, these problems can never be resolved. I 
have spent enough time in Washington, and read enough history, to know that in a democracy 



significant social change comes from an aroused opinion that forces our ruling institutions to do 
the right thing. 

Two weeks from now I will join Representafive Bennie Thompson to go to the Mississippi Delta, 
as Robert Kennedy did thirty years ago. It is the beginning of a series of trips across the length 
and breadth of the nation, to observe the face of poverty, not from behind a Senate desk, but in 
the streets, villages and neighborhoods of those in distress. I hope to dramatize their plight, to 
reveal for many of our fellow citizens, the face of poverty as it exists today. 

I will take with me a lifelong commitment to the Democratic Party ~ not just as a partisan, but to 
the large principles which have always defined my party. From Jefferson and Jackson through 
Roosevelt and Kennedy, the finest moments of the Democratic Party have been its successful 
struggles for justice, and to enlarge opportunity for every citizen. Woodrow Wilson asked, "what 
good is the success of a political party unless that party is being used by the nation for a great 
purpose." 

We have had a great purpose. And the restoration of that purpose must be the goal of all who 
belong to this great party. I know it is mine. And I know I am not alone. Almost every week I 
have had the opportunity to speak at State Democratic Party gatherings. And everywhere I find 
Democrats ready to take on the task of restoration. Not merely ready, but passionate and charged 
with determination to renew our search for the commitment and struggle which imparts meaning 
to a political party and to the lives of individual Americans. 

Minnesotans have given me a chance to serve another term as a United States Senator and I am 
determined to make a positive difference. There is much to do. I know it will be difficult. But in 
the last analysis, politics is not about observations and predicfions. Politics is what we create by 
what we do. By what we hope for and what we dare to imagine. 

y\\̂ endell-PhiIIips, Jhggbolitionist, spokeout in tl^^ slayeiy rHewouId not} 
equiwcatelonihe^ 

;;^peeglr^d said7"WErdeir, why are ybiTsd^n fife?'' Wendefi^^^ "am oh fire because rhave~ 
rmountains-of ice-before me to melt:" ~) 

Thank you. 
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June 3, 1997 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT , . ^ ^ ^ , rc" 

FROM: MICHAEL WALDMAN ' " 

SUBJECT: THE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL GRADUATION 

We understand that you don't need any prepared remarks from us for the Sidwell Friends 
graduation. As you work on your remarks, we thought you might possibly find the following 
information to be of use. 

Please let us know if we can provide you with anything further. 

THE FOUNDING OF THE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL 

At age 24, Thomas Sidwell opened Friends' Select School in 1833. The school was 
located in the 1800 block of I Street, just 4 blocks from the White House. By 1903, the school 
had 200 students, of whom one was President Theodore Roosevelt's son, Archie. In 1920, the 
school published a mission statement which emphasized its commitment to co-educafion and 
active encouragement of girls to study science, mathematics and industrial arts as well as 
participating in sports. Thomas Sidwell's rural upbringing and his strong beliefs in the benefits 
of exercise and agricultural activity led to the purchase and relocation of Sidwell Friends to the 
current Wisconsin Avenue locafion in the 1920's. 

THE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL TODAY 

In 1995, Sidwell Friends developed a new mission statement: 

Embracing the Quaker belief in the unique worth of each 
individual we seek students of diverse cultural, racial 
religious and economic backgrounds — students of ability 
and promise whose qualifies of mind and heart indicate that 
they will thrive in an atmosphere of intellectual, creative 
and physical vitality to foster strength of character and 
concem for others. 



Currently, there are 1,062 students in the Upper, Middle, and Lower schools and 145 
teachers. There are 122 students in the graduating class of 1997. The theme of this year's 
yearbook is "Life is a Highway." 

SIDWELL AND SERVICE 

The Sidwell Friends School requires all high school students to participate in community 
service. The freshmen and sophomores participate in group projects, such as volunteering at 
Martha's Table and taking Head Start children to the National Zoo. Juniors must complete 30 
hours of individual, one on one service before their senior year. Some students choose to spend 
their summer in third world countries. This year, on their own initiative, the Community Service 
Committee organized a "Christmas in April" project and helped rebuild the home of a family in 
need. 

THE QUAKERS 

The Religious Society of Friends, or Quakers, grew out of the religious dissatisfaction of 
17th century England. Minister George Fox founded a spiritual, egalitarian and individualistic 
"Altemative Christianity" that became the Religious Society of Friends. Fox argued that each 
person could have an individual relafionship to God and Jesus, rendering unnecessary the strict 
hierarchy of the established churches. In response to Fox's denunciation, members of these 
established churches ~ especially the Roman Catholic and Episcopal churches ~ launched an era 
of enduring persecution. 

Building on Fox's notion of the individual relationship. Friends believe that God will 
speak to them through the heart, if they wait silently upon Him, and that God's revelation 
continues through this individual relationship with the believer. Through the silent prayer 
meeting, the believer "opens" himself to such a communion with God. 

Friends emphasize the religious over the secular experience, leading to their historic 
abstention from civil govemment and many other affairs of secular life. The Quakers are 
renowned for their military pacifism, but their strong moral convictions can overcome their 
social passivity. Most notably, the Quakers played defining roles as leaders of the 19th century 
Abolition and Temperance movements. " I am no advocate of passivity," explained abolitionist 
leader Lucretia Mott. "Quakerism, as I understand it, does not mean quiefism." 

Other famous Quakers include Thomas Paine, William Penn, Susan B. Anthony, and 
President Nixon. 



QUAKER QUOTATIONS 

Thomas Sidwell 

• [School] should provide for the mental, moral, and physical growth in accordance with 
the needs and condifions of the times. 

William Penn, Advice to His Children 

• Make few resolutions, but keep them strictly. (2:4) 

• Be free; live at home in yourselves, I mean where lie greater treasure hid than in the 
Indies. (2:7) 

• In short the wise man advises, whatsoever thy hand finds to do, do it with thy might. 
(3:10) 

• The saying is, that he who gives to the poor, lends to the Lord; but it may be said, not 
improperly, the Lord lends to us to give to the poor: they are at least partners by 
providence with you, and have a right you must not defraud them of. (3:5) 

• Education is the stamp parents give their children. (2:42) 

Lucretia Mott, in remarks to the annual meeting ofthe Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society 
(October 1860) 

• Our weapons were drawn only from the armoiy of Truth; they were those of faith and 
hope and love. They were those of moral indignation strongly expressed against wrong. 

George Fox (founder of Religious Society of Friends), Letter to Friends in the Ministry 
(1656) 

• Be pattems, be examples in all countries, place, islands, nations, wherever you go, so that 
your carriage and life may preach among all sorts of people, and to them. The you will 
come to walk cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in every one. 

OTHER QUOTATIONS 

Wendell Phillips, abolitionist (1840) 

• After a speech denouncing slavery, he was asked, "Wendell, why are you so on fire?" He 
replied: " I am on fire because I have mountains of ice before me to melt." 



Thomas Jefferson (1948) 

• The greatest service which can be rendered any country is to add a useful plant to its 
culture. 

Theodore Roosevelt (1902) 

• The first requisite of a good citizen in this republic of ours is that he shall be able and 
willing to pull his weight. 

Earl Warren (1935) 

• You have to have a baptism of fire in public service. Then you either fold or are 
committed for life. 

Antione De Saint-Exupery (1939) 

• [To be responsible] is to feel shame at the sight of what seems to be unmerited misery. It 
is to take pride in a victory won by one's comrades. It is to feel, when setting one's 
stone, that one is contributing to the building of the world. 

Mohandas Gandhi (1949) 

• Rights that do not flow from duty well perfomied are not worth having. 

Horace Mann (1952) 

• If we do not prepare children to be good citizens; if we do not develop their capacities, if 
we do not enrich their minds with knowledge, imbue their hearts with love of truth and 
duty, and a reverence for all things sacred and holy, then our republic must go down to 
destmction, as others have gone before it. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1964) 

• The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically... 
Intelligence plus character ~ that is the goal of true education. 



EXCERPTS FROM VERNON JORDAN'S GRADUATION SPEECH (1977) 
These are excerpts from the speech that you sent us 

Graduation from high school is one of life's important accomplishments, a tuming point 
that symbolizes your admittance to adult society. The days when you could enjoy your 
dependence and when you could claim no responsibility for the society in which you live 
are now officially over. 

Being adults means more than acquiring the rights to vote, to drink and to drive. It means 
accepting the responsibilifies for one's own actions, and for shaping one's life and one's 
surroundings to reflect the values of our civilization. And by that I mean the ideals 
toward which our society strives, not the shabby reality of what it does. 

And so I ask you to accept that responsibility. I ask you to avoid the mistakes of the past, 
to help shape constmctive answers to the problems facing you, your town, your nation 
and your world. Cast aside the vicious prejudices that hurt your own humanity by seeing 
others as less than equal. Overcome the fears that bind you to racial exclusion and 
suspicion. Keep your minds open, your hearts generous and your will firm. 

I remind you graduates, of the timeless words of Edward Everett Hale: 

" I am only one. 
But sfill, I am one. 
I cannot do everything, 
But still I can do something; 
And because I carmot do everything 
I will not refuse to do the something that I can do." 



BRIEF: THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 

The Religious Society of Friends, or Quakers, grew out of the religious dissafisfacfion of 
^ n t̂h century^&^^ qt^^onodjth^ tho Glwfclies..aL_' 

Hissatisfac;,̂ inn.-ba.fnnnHeH a spiritual, egalitarian and individualistic "Alternative Christianity" 
that became the Religious Society of Friends. Pro bclioved-didlhu mid 'liiyfiJirU'Uciis'sIiared'wlllr 
the orMnaLAf>ftstlf-.s.the-r.ighfaQ-taar.h,.tn.heal..and.to.prnphe^yr- ̂ rcargued that each person 
could have an individual relationship to God and Jesus, rendering unnecessary the strict 
hierarchy ofthe established churches. In reponse to Fox's denunciation, members of these 
established churches-especially the Roman Catholic and the Episcopal churches-launched an 
era of enduring persecution. 

•Friends bt4î Ate.an.Lhe BibJ£,.hnt they do nnt hHtrrr-tlrTri'^hTTl'^^ in rnmplrtr-
Building upon Fox's notion of the individual relationship. Friends believe that God will speak to 
them through the heart, if they wait silently upon him, and that God's revelation continues 
through this individual relationship with the believer. Through the silent prayer meeting, the 
believer "opens" himself to such a communion with God. 

Friends emphasize the religious over the secular experience, leading to their historic 
I P /^stention from civil government and many other affairs of secular life. The Quakers are 

Opc/ J renowned for their military pacifism; but their strong moral convictions can overcome their 
/ social passivity. Most notably, the Quakers played defining roles as leaders of the 19th century 

n Abolition and Temperance movements. " I am no advocate of passivity," explained abolitionist 
^ leader Lucretia Mott. "Quakerism, as I understand it, does not mean quiefism." 

Other famous Quakers include Thomas Paine, author of Common Sense; William Penn, 
founder of Pennsylvania; Susan B. Anthony, leader of the WomfegySH^ffiaffl and 
President Richard Nixon. vtUiks^ss^inM:^ 



GENERAL INSPIRATIONAL 

William Penn, Advice to His Children 

"Make few resolutions, but keep them strictly. (2:4) 

Prsfer-elders and strangers o i f ^ l occasions; b£ratjier„last-than-first4n-conveiiiency^and 
respect, but first in aJJ,virtaes.-P:J-5-)==:::r̂ ^ 

ie free; live at home in yourselves, I mean where lie greater treasures hid than iritKe^ 
Indies. (2:17) 

In short the wise man advises, whatsoever thy hand finds to do, do it with thy might. 
(3:10) 



QUOTES ABOUT SERVICE, COMMUNITY 

Lucretia Mott, in remarks to the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society 
(October 1860): 

Our weapons were drawn only from the armory of Truth; they were those offarl 
hope and love. They were those of moral indignation strongly expressed against wrong. 

• I I am'mo'advocate'of passi-vity. 

William Penn,y4 Key 

• We honor all men in the Lord, but not in the spirit and fashion-of the" world which passes 
away. And though we do not pull of our hats^gi.ve'flattering titles, or use compliments, 
because we believe there is no true honor̂ ih using them, yet we treat all men with 
seriousness and gentleness,̂ fiipugh it be with plainness, and our superiors with a modest 
distance, and are readyJ.e'So them any reasonable benefit or service, in which we think 
real honor consi^terfLAnd as for expressing our respect to our superiors, we think it best 
done by obeying all just laws... (from Section XII, "Of civil honor and respect") 

William Penn, Advice to His Children 

• Prefer the aged, the virtuous, and the knowing, and choose those that excel for your 
company and friendship, but despise not others. (2:4) 

• Cast up your incomes and live on half - if you can, one-third - reserving the rest for 
casualties, charities, portions. (2:7) y 

Excuse faults in others, own them in yourselves, and forgive them against you 
yourselves, as you would have your heavenly Father and Judge forgive you. (2:24) >^ 

Be natural; love one another; and remember, that to be void of natural affection is a mark 
of apostasy set by the Apostle. 2 Tim.3:3. Let not time, I charge you, wear out nature ;̂it̂  
may kindred, according to custom, but it is an ill one, therefore follow it not. It is a^eat 
fault in families at this day; have a care of it, and shun that unnatural careles*§TiesCjLive as 
near as you can, visit often, correspond oftener, and communicate with kind hearts to one-
another, in proportion to what the Lord gives you; and do not be close, nor hoard up from 
one another, as if you had no right or claim in one another, and did not descend of one 
most tender father and mother. (2:25) 

For it is a charge I leave with you and yours, meddle not with the public, neither business 
nor money; but understand how to avoid it, and defend yourselves, upon occasion. 



against it. For much knowledge brings sorrow, and much doings more. Therefore know 
God, know yourselves; love home, know your own business and mind it, and you have 
more time and peace than your neighbors. (2:40) 

aj^ht you oweTo"QQd4~y 
afflewl 

have all For the other part of charity, relieving the poor, it i 
you have or may enjoy, with the rent-charge upon i t IThe saying is, thaWe who gives", 
re'poor, lends to the Lordf^ t it may besardr««t-miproperly, the Lora lends to us to 

give to the poor: they are at least partners Ijv̂  providence with you, and have a right you 
must not defraud them of (3:5) ^ 

Once more be good to the poor: what do I say: be just to them, and you will be ĵ ood to 
yourselves: think it your duty, and do it religiously. (3:5) 

e gpot 

Render also to Caesar that which is his, lawful subjection; not for fear only, but 
conscience sake. To parents, a filial love and obedience. To one another, natural 
affection. To all people in doing as you would be done by hurt no man's name or person. 
(3:7) 

William Penn, Some Fruits of Solitude 

sick.Tt is Love Labor: For if thou dost not want it for Food, thou mayest for Physick. 
wholesome for thy body, and good for thy Mind. It prevents the Fruits of Idleness, which 
many times comes of nothing to do, and leads too many to do what is worse than nothing. 
(57) 

George Fox (founder of Religious Society of Friends), Letter to Friends in the Ministry 
(1656) 

s Is the word 01 Luid QutHe-y#H.^ nnii R rbar-go to you all in the proseBeo^-the. 
I'H'ittglG^*^ patterns, be examples in all countries, places, islands, nafions, wherever 
you go, so that your carriage and life may preach among all sorts of people, and to them. 
The you will come to walk cheerfiilly over the world, answering that of God in every one. 



QUOTES ABOUT EDUCATION 

William Venn, Advice to His Children 

• A just observance and reflection upon men and things give wisdom; those are the great ^ 
books of learning seldom read. (2:3) / 

• Learn and teach your children fair writing, and the most usefiil parts of mathematics, and 
some business when young, whatever else they are taught. (2:6) 

Have but few books, but let them be well chosen and well read, whether of religious or 
civil subjects. (2:19) 7̂  

The wisdom of nations lies in their Proverbs, which are brief and pithy; collect and learn 
them, they are notable measures and directions for human life; you have much in little; -VL 
they save time in speaking, and upon occasion may be the fullest and safest answers. 
(2:28) 

Education is the stamp parents give their children (2:42) 

William Penn, Some Fruits of Solitude 

• Where thou art Obliged to speak, be sure to speak the Truth; For Equivocation is halfway 
to Lying, as Lying, the whole way to Hell. (144) , 



MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 
i I 

FROM: UlCH/^L WALDMAN 

t— 
SUBJECT:/FHE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL GRADUATION 

'Xsyou prepare^youfremarks for the Sidwell Friends School Graduafion, we thought you might 
find the following informafion of use. 

-9 Please let us know if we can provide you with anything further. 

HE FOUNDING OF THE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL: 

At age 24, Thomas Sidwell opened Friends' Select School in 1833. The school was 
located in the 1800 block of I Street, just 4 blocks from the White House. By 1903, the school 
had 200 students, of whom one was President Theodore Roosevelt's son, Archie. In 1920, the 
school published a mission statement which emphasized its commitment to co-education and 
active encouragement of girls to study science, mathematics and industrial arts as well as 
participafing in sports. Thomas Sidwell's rural upbringing and his strong beliefs in the benefits 
of exercise and agricultural activity led to the purchase and relocation of Sidwell Friends to the 
current Wisconsin Avenue location in the 1920's. 

^"^""^24 THE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL TODAY 

Tn^95 , Sidwell Friends developed a new mission statement: 

Embracing the Quaker belief in the unique worth of each individual, 
we seek students of diverse cultural, racial religious and economic 
backgrounds — students of ability and promise whose qualifies of 
mind and heart indicate that they will thrive in an atmosphere of 
intellectual, creative and physical vitality to foster strength of character 
and concem for others. 

Mhere are 1,062 students in the Upper, Middle, and Lower schools and 145 teachers. 
There are 122 students in the graduating class of 1997. The theme of this year's yearbook is 
"Life is a Highway." 



SIDWELL AND SERVICE 

The Sidwell Friends School requires all high school students to participate in community 
service. The freshmen and sophmores participate in group projects, such as volunteering at 
Martha's Table^d taking Head Start children to the National Zoo. Juniors must complete 30 
hours of individual, on^^«^ne service before their senior year. Some students choose to spend 
their summer in third world countries. This year, oij^their own innitiative, the Community 
Service Committee organized athristmas in April project apd helped rebuild the home of a 
family in need. "^kj^ 

^ " ^ ^ THE QUAKERS 

The Religious Society of Friends, or Quakers, grew out of the religious dissatisfaction of 
17th century Englan^fl^nister George Fox'̂ ^unded a spiritual, egalitarian and individualistic 
"Alternafive Christianity" that became the Religious Society of Friends. Fox argued that each 
person could have an individual relationship to God and Jesus, rendering unnecessary the strict 
hierarchy of the established churches. In response to Fox's denunciation, members of these 
established churches ~ especially the Roman Catholic and Episcopal churches ~ launched an era 
of enduring persecution. 

Building on Fox's notion of the individual relationship. Friends believe that God will 
speak to them through the heart, if they wait silently upon Him, and that God's revelafion 
continues through this individual relationship with the believer. Through the silent prayer 
meeting, the believer "opens" himself to such a communion with God. 

Friends emphasize the religious over the secular experience, leading to their historic 
abstention from civil government and many other affairs of secular life. The Quakers are 
renowned for their military pacifism, but their strong moral convictions can overcome 
their social passivity. Most notably, the Quakers played defining roles as leaders ofthe 
19th century Abolition and Temperance movements. "I am no advocate of passivity," 
explained abolitionist leader Lucretia Mott. "Quakerism, as I understand it, does not 
mean quietism." 

Other famous Quakers include Thomas Paine, William Penn, Susan B. Anthony, and 
President Nixon. 

; 

QUAKER QUOTATIONS: 

^Thomas Sidwell 4 
• [School] should provide for the mental, moral, and physical growth in accordance with 

the needs and conditions ofthe times. 

William Penn, Advice to His Children 



(1^ 

Make few resolutions, but keep them strictly. (2:4) 

Be free; live at home in yourselves, I mean where lie greater treasure hid than in the 
Indies. (2:7) 

In short the wise man advises, whatsoever thy hand finds to do, do it with thy might. 
(3:10) 

The saying is, that he who gives to the poor, lends to the Lord; but it may be said, not 
improperly, the Lord lends to us to give to the poor: they are at least partners by 
providence with you, and have a right you must not defraud them of. (3:5) 

Education is the stamp parents give their children. (2:42) 

Lucretia Mntt. in remarks to the annual meefing of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society 
(October 1860) 

• Our weapons were drawn only from the armory of Tmth; they were those of faith and 
hope and love. They were those of moral indignation strongly expressed against wrong. 

George Fox (founder of Religious Society of Friends), Letter to Friends in the Ministry (1656) 

Be pattems, be examples in all countries, place, islands, nations, wherever you go, so that 
your carriage and life may preach among all sorts of people, and to them. The you will 
come to walk cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in every one. 

OTHER QUOTATIONS: — 

Wendell Phillips, abolitionist (1840) 

• " I am on fire because I have mountains of ice before me to melt." 

Thomas Jefferson (1948) 

• The greatest service which can be rendered any country is to add a useftil plant to its 
culture. 

Theodore Roosevelt (1902) 

• The first requisite of a good citizen in this republic of ours is that he shall be able and 
willing to pull his weight. 



Earl Warren (1935) 

• You have to have a baptism of fire in public service. Then you either fold or are 
committed for life. 

Antione De Saint-Exupery (1939) 

• [To be responsible] is to feel shame at the sight of what seems to be unmerited misery. It 
is to take pride in a victory won by one's comrades. It is to feel, when setfing one's 
stone, that one is contributing to the building ofthe world. 

Mohandas Gandhi (1949) 

• Rights that do not flow from duty well performed are not worth having. 

Horace Marm (1952) 

If we do not prepare children to be good citizens; if we do not develop their capacities, if 
we do not enrich their minds with knowledge, imbue their hearts with love of tmth and 
duty, and a reverence for all things sacred and holy, then our republic must go down to 
destmction, as others have gone before it. 

John F. Kennedy 

Political action is the highest responsibility of a citizen. [Campaign speech, 1960] 

'not what y ^ r countrycan-.do'fbryoH^- ask what you can.do^f6fy2^ur country^ 
[Inaugural addre^5rI"96T] 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1964) 

• The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. 
Intelligence plus character ~ that is the goal of tme education. 

EXCERPTS FROM VERNON JORDAN'S GRADUATION SPEECH (1977): — 

• Graduation from high school is one of life's important accomplishments, a tuming point 
that symbolizes your admittance to adult society. The days when you could enjoy your 
dependence and when you could claim no responsibility for the society in which you live 
are now officially over. 



Being adults means more than acquiring the rights to vote, to drink and to drive. It means 
accepting the responsibilifies for one's own actions, and for shaping one's life and one's 
surroundings to reflect the values of our civilization. And by that I mean the ideals 
toward which our society strives, not the shabby reality of what it does. 

And so I ask you to accept that responsibility. I ask you to avoid the mistakes ofthe past, 
to help shape constructive answers to the problems facing you, your town, your nation 
and your world. Cast aside the vicious prejudices that hurt your own humanity by seeing 
others as less than equal. Overcome the fears that bind you to racial exclusion and 
suspicion. Keep your minds open, your hearts generous and your will firm. 

I remind you graduates, of the timeless words of Edward Everett Hale: 

" I am only one. 
But sfill, I am one. 
I cannot do everything. 
But still I can do something; 
And because I cannot do everything 
I will not refuse to do the something that I can do." 



June 3,1997 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MICHAEL WALDMAN 

SUBJECT: THE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL GRADUATION 

As you prepare your remarks for the Sidwell Friends School Graduation, we thought you 
might find the following information of use. 

Please let us know if we can provide you with anything further. 

THE FOUNDING OF THE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL 

At age 24, Thomas Sidwell opened Friends' Select School in 1833. The school was 
located in the 1800 block of I Street, just 4 blocks from the White House. By 1903, the school 
had 200 students, of whom one was President Theodore Roosevelt's son, Archie. In 1920, the 
school published a mission statement which emphasized its commitment to co-education and 
active encouragement of girls to study science, mathematics and industrial arts as well as 
participating in sports. Thomas Sidwell's mral upbringing and his strong beliefs in the benefits 
of exercise and agricultural activity led to the purchase and relocation of Sidwell Friends to the 
current Wisconsin Avenue location in the 1920's. 

THE SIDWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL TODAY 

In 1995, Sidwell Friends developed a new mission statement: 

Embracing the Quaker belief in the unique worth of each 
individual we seek students of diverse cultural, racial 
religious and economic backgrounds — students of ability 
and promise whose qualities of mind and heart indicate that 
they will thrive in an atmosphere of intellectual, creative 
and physical vitality to foster strength of character and 
concern for others. 



Currenfiy, there are 1,062 students in the Upper, Middle, and Lower schools and 145 
teachers. There are 122 students in the graduating class of 1997. The theme of this year's 
yearbook is "Life is a Highway." 

SIDWELL AND SERVICE 

The Sidwell Friends School requires all high school students to participate in community 
service. The freshmen and sophmores participate in group projects, such as volunteering at 
Martha's Table and taking Head Start children to the National Zoo. Juniors must complete 30 
hours of individual, one on one service before their senior year. Some students choose to spend 
their summer in third world countries. This year, on their own innitiative, the Community 
Service Committee organized a "Christmas in April" project and helped rebuild the home of a 
family in need. 

THE QUAKERS 

The Religious Society of Friends, or Quakers, grew out of the religious dissatisfaction of 
17th century England. Minister George Fox founded a spiritual, egalitarian and individualisfic 
"Alternafive Christianity" that became the Religious Society of Friends. Fox argued that each 
person could have an individual relationship to God and Jesus, rendering unnecessary the strict 
hierarchy ofthe established churches. In response to Fox's denunciation, members of these 
established churches ~ especially the Roman Catholic and Episcopal churches - launched an era 
of enduring persecution. 

Building on Fox's nofion of the individual relafionship. Friends believe that God will 
speak to them through the heart, i f they wait silently upon Him, and that God's revelation 
continues through this individual relationship with the believer. Through the silent prayer 
meefing, the believer "opens" himself to such a communion with God. 

Friends emphasize the religious over the secular experience, leading to their historic 
abstention from civil government and many other affairs of secular life. The Quakers are 
renowned for their military pacifism, but their strong moral convictions can overcome their 
social passivity. Most notably, the Quakers played defining roles as leaders of the 19th century 
Abolition and Temperance movements. " I am no advocate of passivity," explained abolitionist 
leader Lucretia Mott. "Quakerism, as I understand it, does not mean quietism." 

Other famous Quakers include Thomas Paine, William Penn, Susan B. Anthony, and 
President Nixon. 



QUAKER QUOTATIONS 

Thomas Sidwell 

• [School] should provide for the mental, moral, and physical growth in accordance with 
the needs and conditions of the times. 

William Penn, Advice to His Children 

• Make few resolutions, but keep them strictly. (2:4) 

• Be free; live at home in yourselves, I mean where lie greater treasure hid than in the 
Indies. (2:7) 

• In short the wise man advises, whatsoever thy hand finds to do, do it with thy might. 
(3:10) 

• The saying is, that he who gives to the poor, lends to the Lord; but it may be said, not 
improperly, the Lord lends to us to give to the poor: they are at least partners by 
providence with you, and have a right you must not defraud them of (3:5) 

• Education is the stamp parents give their children. (2:42) 

Lucretia Mott, in remarks to the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society 
(October 1860) 

• Our weapons were drawn only from the armory of Tmth; they were those of faith and 
hope and love. They were those of moral indignation strongly expressed against wrong. 

George Fox (founder of Religious Society of Friends), Letter to Friends in the Ministry 
(1656) 

• Be pattems, be examples in all countries, place, islands, nations, wherever you go, so that 
your carriage and life may preach among all sorts of people, and to them. The you will 
come to walk cheerftilly over the world, answering that of God in every one. 

OTHER QUOTATIONS 

Wendell Phillips, abolitionist (1840) 

• " I am on fire because I have mountains of ice before me to melt." 



Thomas Jefferson (1948) 

• The greatest service which can be rendered any country is to add a useful plant to its 
culture. 

Theodore Roosevelt (1902) 

• The first requisite of a good citizen in this republic of ours is that he shall be able and 
willing to pull his weight. 

Earl Warren (1935) 

• You have to have a baptism of fire in public service. Then you either fold or are 
committed for life. 

Antione De Saint-Exupery (1939) 

• [To be responsible] is to feel shame at the sight of what seems to be unmerited misery. It 
is to take pride in a victory won by one's comrades. It is to feel, when setting one's 
stone, that one is contributing to the building of the world. 

Mohandas Gandhi (1949) 

• Rights that do not flow from duty well performed are not worth having. 

Horace Mann (1952) 

• If we do not prepare children to be good citizens; if we do not develop their capacities, if 
we do not enrich their minds with knowledge, imbue their hearts with love of tmth and 
duty, and a reverence for all things sacred and holy, then our republic must go down to 
destruction, as others have gone before it. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1964) 

• The fianction of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically... 
Intelligence plus character — that is the goal of true education. 



EXCERPTS FROM VERNON JORDAN'S GRADUATION SPEECH (1977) 

Graduation from high school is one of life's important accomplishments, a tuming point 
that symbolizes your admittance to adult society. The days when you could enjoy your 
dependence and when you could claim no responsibility for the society in which you live 
are now officially over. 

Being adults means more than acquiring the rights to vote, to drink and to drive. It means 
accepting the responsibilities for one's own actions, and for shaping one's life and one's 
surroundings to reflect the values of our civilization. And by that I mean the ideals 
toward which our society strives, not the shabby reality of what it does. 

And so I ask you to accept that responsibility. I ask you to avoid the mistakes of the past, 
to help shape constructive answers to the problems facing you, your town, your nation 
and your world. Cast aside the vicious prejudices that hurt your own humanity by seeing 
others as less than equal. Overcome the fears that bind you to racial exclusion and 
suspicion. Keep your minds open, your hearts generous and your will firm. 

I remind you graduates, of the timeless words of Edward Everett Hale: 

" I am only one. 
But still, I am one. 
I carmot do everything. 
But still I can do something; 
And because I cannot do everything 
I will not refiise to do the something that I can do." 
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SIPWELL FRIENDS SCHOOL HISTORY 

'flionias Sidwell opened Frieads' Select Sdiool m 1883 as an initiative in modem, co­
educational, urban day-sdiool education. Sidwell, age 24, had been a teadier at Baltimore Frimds 
Sdiool, headed at the tnne by EU Lamb, who exerted a very strong influence on the young teadier. 

A major figure in Quaker educational drcles, Eh Lamb pioneered such innovations at 
Baltimore Friends School as an eiq;)haas on inductive reasoning and the study of sdence through 
direct observation and analysis; broadeoing the traditional Friends school cumcuhmi to include foreign 
languages, the classics, art, mus.c and drama; seeking to admit qualified students firom non-Quaker 
religious backgrounds; and definiog the Quaker influence in a Friends sdhool in terms of sedng 
education as "the encounter wiih Truth, lÂ iidi could not be taught, onfy e?q)eriaiced." Lamb cpmed 
the way for Sidwell to begin a school in Washington by sponsoiiog authorization ofthe initiative within 
the Baiimore Yearfy Meeting, and Sidwell used Lamb's concerts as a model for the school that he 
proceeded to develop. 

Sidwell's sdiool began with 18 students in rooms that were part ofthe Frieads Meeting House 
in the 1800 block of I Street, four blocks from the White House. Just 20 years after Friends' Select 
opened its doors, Sidwell's sdiool—with My elaborated primary, intomediate aad hi^ sdiool 
departments—enrolled nearly 200 students, of \̂ iiom one was Presidmt Theodore Roosevelt's son 
Ardiie. Several buildings, inchiding one ofthe first gymnasiums to be built in Washington, were added 
to the I Street confound and were owned personally by Thomas SidweU. By 1920, the Sdiool's 
program and learning community had developed several distinctive aspects: 

1. An eô hasis on a high-quality coUege preparatory academic program and college placement; 

2. A commitment to co-education that included active encouragement of gjils to study science, 
mathematics and industrial arts as well as paitiĉ ating in ̂ orts and physical educatioii; 

3. Cultivation of rairoUment &om the Waslungton, DC, political and d̂ lomatic communities, 
thus creating a geographical̂  and ethnically diverse student body; 

4. A talented and dedicated Acuity that induded a substantial number of college-educated 
womoi. One ofthe first such teadiers, Frances Haldeman, married Hiomas Sidwell in 1897 
and served as co-prinqpal until her death in 1934; 

5. A fiil^ proprietary business culture established by Mr. Sidwell based upon enrollment 
growth, real estate speculation and fiind raising; 

6. An ongoing idoitification with the Sodety of Friends that was not formalized by any tie with 
a monthly or yearfy meetfflg. 
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Between 1910 and 1917, Thomas SidweU's proclivities toward planning for his sdiool's 
growth and making potentially profitable real estate investments led him to puidiase the Washington 
School for Boys canq)us on upper Wisconsin Avenue in an area that was beginning to make the 
tranatiDn firom rural to suburban. Tbis plot, which inchided imidi of Vi^t is now the Sidwell Friends 
School Middle and Upper Sdiool campus, was initially used for athletic fields, reflecting Mr. SidweU's 
ongoing concem with e)q)andiag his sdiool's physbal education program. 

During the 1920s, however, growing portions of Friends' Select's academic program were 
relocated from downtown I Street to the Wisconsin Avenue property. Hie School took on more a 
country day school diaracter. Mr. SidweU's own rural î briogjng and his strong be!ie& in the b êfits 
of exercise and agricultural activity encouraged him to invest in additional property—even a dairy fiitm 
in rural Maryland—that might aUow for the fijU evolution of Friends' Select as a countiy day sdiooL 

SidweU Friends Sdiool's enroUment stood at 417 in 1929, but the effects ofthe Great 
Depression caused it to decline by more than 25% by 1936, when Hiomas SidweU died after a 53-year 
career of leading his sdiooL The survival of the School was very much in question. Mr. SidweU's wiU 
bequeathed the School and most of his personal assets to a Board of Trustees that would run the 
institution as a not-for-profit coiporation. The Board's by-laws simulated that a majority of its 
members belong to the Sodety of Friends. Tbe wiU identified a group of 24 veteran teadiexs, 2 
grounds managers, and 11 slants among vAnom the value ofthe School's property would be divided 

within tiiree years, the Board of Trustees dedded that the Sdiool was not financial^ viable and 
needed to be dosed. 

SidweU Friends survived tiie Great Depression and benefited greatly from the Distiict of 
Columbia's dynamic growth during the World War n years. Enrollment stood at 700 students by 1944. 
At that time, SidweU Friends pioneered the development of a 5th-through-8th-grade Middle School 
that might weU have been fb.e first in the country. From its begnnings, the Middle Sdiool cunicdum 
sougjht to deal with the unique academic and bdiavioral needs of earV adolescents. SidweU Friends 
School's first buUding can̂ aign led to tiie construction of a ŝ arate Middle Sdiool building in 1950. 
A new gymnashun, e?q>anded athletic fields, and an admiaistratian buildiag woe in place by 19S6. 

AKhough the 745 students enroUed at SidweU Friends Sdiool in 1956-57 represented a 
relatively diverse population in terms of religion, social class and geographic origin, only one of those 
students was Afncan American, and he had just been admitted to kindergarten as the Sdiool's first 
black student. SidweU Frioids had remained segregated at the insistence of a majority of Trustees;, led 
strongty by the Chairman ofthe Board wio had held that oflBice since the Sdiool was incorporated in 
1936. Hie Chairman resigned his ofBce vJiim he lost majority siq>port for segregation in 1956. SidweU 
Frirads was the last Frieads school to abandon segregation, and its Afinican-American eairoUments 
remained minuscule untU 1963, when the Board of Trustees agreed to drop a deliberately go-slow 
approadi. 

SidweU Frimds continued to grow in the late 1960s and 1970s. Tlie Sdiool purchased tiie 
LongfeUow School can̂ jus in Bethesda, Maiyland, in 1962 and moved the Lower School to tliis 
location in 1964. The foUowing sdiool year, a new Upper School building was cotĉ leted, and total 
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enroUment surpassed 800. Robert L. Smith, ncvAy appointed Head of School in 1965, worked 
throughout his 13-year tenure to strengthen Quaker vahies at SidweU Friends throug}i the 
inditutionalization of a regular Meeting for Worship; encouragement of consensus dedsion-making 
processes among the j&culty, and the broadening of racial, ethnic and religious diversity in the student 
body. Sudi initiatives have been broadened and deepened by his successor, Eari G. Harrison, Jr., who 
has served as Head of School snce 1978. 

SidweU Friends' strong and successfiil commitment to diveraty and Quaker values is 
exen:̂ >hfied by the dramatic progress that the School made in recruiting and retaining students of color 
in tiie decade foUowing tile publication of tile Trustees' report, Diversrtv at tiie Sidwell Friends School 
in April 1986. At that time, 22% of tiie Sdiool's total enroUment were students of color. For 1995-96, 
the corresponding figure for a larger student body is 31%. 

SimUarly, a restatement ofthe Sdiool's philosophy encouraged by flie Head of Sdiool in 1984 
placed the Meeting for Worship and the pursuit of "die developmmt of personal integrity and the 
Quaker ideals of peace and justice" at the center of School's efforts to nurture "flie mind, body and 
spirit of each student within a Quaker settme." fa^^ggS, occaaonedbytliig self-study, SidweU Friends 
developed a new aU-sdiool phUosophy tiiat inchides a statement that, "embracing the Quaker bdief in 
the unique worth of each individual, we seek students of diverse cultural, racial, reUgjous and economic 
backgrounds—students of ability and promise whose qualities of mind and heart indicate that they wUI 
thrive in an atmosphere of inteUecmal, creative, and physical vitality intended to fosto^ strength of 
diaracter and concem for others." ^ •— 

One reason that SidweU Friends' deepened commitment to diversity could be successfiiUy 
in̂ ilemented over the past decade is the overaU growth ofthe School's material base. Upper Sdiool 
enroUments grew fi^om 307 in 1965 to a current level of440. Total Sdiool enroUmmt stands at 1,059.' 
Successfijl fiind raising efforts inthe 1970s and 1980s enabled a dramatic eĵ ansion of arts and 
phyacal education fedlities as wett as the beginning of serious endowment development Tlie School's 
cuirmt capital can̂ aign will aUow for remodeling ofthe Upper Sdiool buUding, constmction of a new 
library and continued growth of endowment. 

As of September 1995. 
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PrinciptU 

However, tiicy had not reckoned widi rfie determination of 
Cousin Eli Lamb, and his dream of a netN '̂ork of Fnends schools 
dAroughout the yearly meeting area operating under a single cur­
riculum "so tiiat removal from one to anotiier wiU J^'"^ 
proeress nor inconvenience any who may be interested. The net­
work then would feed its graduates into Swarthmore CoUege, the 
Hicksite Quakers' colleee outside Philadelphia. Lamb took tiie un­
used classrooms in Washington (or unused by Quakers, to be more 
precise) as a sort of personal challenge. On May 18, 1885, ne 
delightedly reported to the yearly meeting tiiat tiic Fnends ot Wash­
ington had after aU obtained a principal who would open a school 
for tiiem die foUowing September. Lamb acknowledged later diat 
he had been "instrumental in opening die way" toward putting die 
new principal in die job. For the new Washington pn^cipal was, 
of course, his madiemarics teacher and prot6g6, Thomas W Ŝid>̂ 'eU. 
The day die news was announced Sidwell was just two days past 
his twent)'-fourth birthday. _ 

"MOVING TO WASHINGTON," Thomas Sidwell inscribed on June 
14, 1883, at die top of die first page of die leatiier-bound notebook 
he bought to keep the accounts of his new life in. Beside that entry, 
in die adjoining column, he noted, "$4.95." School was out for die 
summer at Baltimore Friends, and Thomas SidweU caught the train 
to Washington to, as it turned out, found an mstitution. Arriving 
in die capital, he ordered a japanned sign inscribed "Friends' Select 
School." He inserted an advertisement in die Evening Star and 
prepared a four-page circular diat announced an establishment de­
signed "to enable students, while sunounded by home influence, 
to prepare for business; to secure a liberal education widiout going 
to college; or to make the necessary preparation for entenrig die 
leading universities of die land." Having completed diese chores, 
die entire staff of Friends' Select School of Washington went home 
to JohnsviUe to spend July widi his parents. It was not a total 
vacation, though. SidweU spent a good part of die mondi mailmg 
off copies ofthe circular to likely patrons, building up his mailirig 
list from names and addresses in his newly purchased copy otBoyds 
Ctfy DtVrctory, a $5 expenditure. — 

The new school had plenty of competition. Boyd's directory 
listed forty-five white and eleven "colored" schools, as weU as tutors, 
small private academic establishments, and Cadiolic high schools 
such as Gonzaga CoUege and Georgetown Preparator>' for boys and 

35 
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School f o r g i r l s , one year a f t e r which they w i l l again be 
a v a i l a b l e f o r a school under the charge of a Friend.'' 

The Washington Meeting a c t u a l l y had t o delay the 
opening o f the coveted school u n t i l 1883 because they were 
unable t o l o c a t e a q u a l i f i e d Quaker a d m i n i s t r a t o r . E l i Lamb 
and the Washington Friends obviously f e l t t h a t a Quaker p r i n ­
c i p a l was imperative t o the c o r r e c t management of a Friends 
school, otherwise they would not have spent two years w a i t i n g 
f o r a Frie n d t o answer t h e i r advertisement. According t o the 
r e p o r t s from the Baltimore Education Committee d u r i n g the 
e a r l y 1880s, Quaker educators were i n short supply and i n very 
g r e a t demand, A message from the Education Committee t o the 
Ye a r l y Meeting i n 1882 encouraged " a l l members who seem t o be 
possessed o f what may be c a l l e d a ' g i f t ' " i n teaching t o 
"press on" and obt a i n the necessary q u a l i f i c a t i o n s and 
l i c e n s e s . 

Thomas Watson Sidwell was f i n a l l y h i r e d as p r i n c i p a l 
f o r the new school i n the Spring of 1883. He was not a 
p r a c t i c i n g Quaker at the time, although he d i d come from a 
Quaker f a m i l y . He had e x c e l l e n t recommendations from the 
p u b l i c school system of Frederick County, Maryland, where he 
had taught f o r several years but, despite h i s teaching p r o f i ­
c iency, the d e c i s i o n t o h i r e a non-Quaker as p r i n c i p a l hinged 
on h i s personal and p r o f e s s i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h E l i Lamb. 
Thomas S i d w e l l had taught at E l i Lamb's Baltimore school from 
1880 t o 1883- During h i s three years at the Friends Elemen­
t a r y and High School, he had impressed upon E l i Lamb t h a t he 
possessed "proper q u a l i f i c a t i o n s as t o h e a l t h , character, 
h a b i t s , a s s o c i a t i o n s , etc. t o succeed as an educator." I n the 
1883 minutes of the Yearly Meeting, E l i Lamb described him as 
"a young man of u n l i m i t e d energy and great c a p a c i t y . " E l i 
Lamb, b e l i e v i n g Thomas Sidwell t o be " e s p e c i a l l y q u a l i f i e d by 
c u l t u r e and t r a i n i n g t o educate youth," probably convinced the 
Washington Meeting t h a t t h e i r school could be run by him 
e q u a l l y w e l l as i t would be run by a p r a c t i c i n g Friend. I n a 
l e t t e r o f recommendation, E l i Lamb admits t h a t he was " i n s t r u ­
mental i n opening the way" f o r Thomas Sidwell t o be h i r e d as 
p r i n c i p a l of the Washington school. 

Thomas Sidwell moved t o Washington i n June 1883 and 
spent the summer c o u r t i n g prospective patrons of h i s school 
and p r e p a r i n g the school b u i l d i n g f o r use i n the f a l l . E v i ­
d e n t l y the school rooms had been l e f t i n a s t a t e of d i s r e p a i r 
a f t e r the p u b l i c school t h a t had been r e n t i n g the rooms closed 
f o r the Summer. In a l e t t e r t o h i s mother dated August 4, 
1883, he wrote "the best way t o get anything done i s t o do i t 
oneself. B e l i e v i n g i n t h i s I bought some p a i n t , and, already 
the doors and window frames which were somewhat s o i l e d are 
s h i n i n g i n t h e i r white p a i n t . " His account books from the 
summer of 1883 are l i t t e r e d w i t h items such as " t u r p e n t i n e -

v.. I ^ I T- . . . A . r . I... . / lei f \ 
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6 " "knobs, screws - §.iJ./ 

$1.05," "soap, broom etc. - $ - 5b t h i r t e e n cases -
m i r r o r s f o r school - $2 50 ' ^^^^^ new window shades, 
$ 70." He also purchased an ""^/^V atmosphere of the b u i l d i n g , 
and s i x oak c h a i r s t o improve the a t ^ ^ ^ ^ 1883 he wrote 
i n another l e t t e r t o h i s ' J t I I I t o be bought." He does 
that all "books and ^PP/^^^^^^^.^^^,/ the $376 provided by the 
not indicate in his ^ - f ^ l \ ^ ^ l ^ % , f ^ J . ^ o ^ 
Washington Friends was used f o r the pure ^ 

Thomas Sid w e l l -pended much t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r 

school b u i l d i n g , but -^^^^^^^ f̂ ^̂ ''P°he f i t y and t o meet h i s months i n Washington t o explore the _^ Evening 

probable c l i e n t e l e ^^^^J^^™, ̂ c t School - An Elementary 
| t a r c a l l i n g i t " ^ ^ - l ^ ' l f ^ l , .̂ '̂ He boarded w i t h Bernard T^ 
and High School f o r Both S^xes. n . ̂  schools of 
Janney, the Supervising ^ ^ J ^ f ^ P f °g3 m a l e t t e r t o h i s 
Georgetown, duri n g the ^.^^^^f^^ u v i n g arrangement "enabled him 
T o T a l n an t ^ l l ^ ^ ^ ' t J o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ and p r o f i t by what appears 
to me i s wrong w i t h them. 

Thomas Sidwell's i n s i ^ ^ ^ t s i n t o the D i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

school system and i t s P-^^fT^^^ ,°^^i°"e^'fLsf f ° f the 
successful design f o r h i s ̂ ^^^^^^.J^by a steady increase i n 
Friends' Select School were " ^ ^ ' ^ j l ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ ^ "the number of 
enro l l m e n t , - - ^ ^ . ^ f 3^^^!^ 'when he rep o r t e d t o h i s 
teachers employed by the scnooi. school are the most 
mother i n 1884 t h a t "the Pf^J°J^ .P̂ ê V s la^g^^V c o r r e c t , 
respectable people - ^ . " ^ t f ^ X ^ ^ ^ ^ C o l u ^ i a reveals t h a t the 
B o y d ^ _ D i r e c t o r ^ _ o L t ^ ^ doctors, four 
55 patrons of the school i n -^^^^^^^^^^^^v.- l ^ d f o r c e s , two 
at t o r n e y s , f i v e h i ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r e " -"̂ ^̂ ^ 
r e a l e s t a t e brokers, and a ^ ^ f ^ J ^ " o f the V i r g i n i a 
a r c h i t e c t s , a g e o l o g i c a l ^^'^Y^^y^/^'^i^f ̂ J ^he Senate, and the 
B r i c k Company, the As s i s t a n t ^^^5"^^\_°t,atrons. The school's 
P r i n c i p a l of the ^ - ^ ' ^ l l i . l l ^ ' ^ J ^ ^ ^ also be demon-

success among "respectable ^ ^ t r o n s from 1887-1888 

D.C." which included approximately 5,000 names.) 

The s o c i e t y of Friends was extremely happy ^bout the 
The bociety cjchool I n 1884, Thomas Sl d w e l i 

o u t s t a n d i n g s o c i e t y Friends has been pleased 
wrote h i s f a t h e r t h a t the so c i e t y , ^^^^ Baltimore 
w i t h my management of the scnooi Meeting t h a t "our 
Education Committee proudly t o l d the Yearly J i e e g i ^ i o n 

Washington school i s -̂ P̂ .̂ ^̂ ^̂ .̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ en-
at t h i s time l a s t " .,̂ ^̂ %̂Vme 1̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ year." The p r o s p e r i t y 
rolled as there were at that time i..i=. 3 
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i n s t i t u t i o n , and i t did not serve the Quaker community as 
planned. •' 

. 1888, the Alexandria Monthly Meeting expressed 
t h e i r concern to Thomas Sidwell that there were no Quakers 
present at the school. Friends' Select disassociated i t s e l f 
with the Meeting to become a privately-run school. This news 
prompted the Baltimore Monthly Meeting to act as a mediator 
and attempt to realign the Meeting and the school. When i t 
was obvious that neither party was interested, the delegation 
sent from Baltimore t r i e d to form an a l l i a n c e with Friends' 
Se l e c t which would put i t under i t s care. Thomas Sidwell must 
have rejected the offer because the records show that the 
delegation believed the school was under good management and 

i did not need the assistance of the Meeting. Thomas Sidwell 
^ did not want to realign with the Society of Friends. He knew 

he was capable of running the school as he wished. 

At the same time, h i s reputation i n the community 
was improving. In 1890, he joined the Cosmos Club, the well-
known gathering place of Washington's i n t e l l e c t u a l e l i t e 
There he most l i k e l y was able to hear and pa r t i c i p a t e i n d i s ­
cussions of p o l i t i c s , technology, and education. This was the 
f i r s t of a broad group of clubs that Thomas Sidwell belonged 
to during h i s l i f e . The clubs dealt with the p o l i t i c a l , 
s o c i a l , or economic concerns of the day. They held luncheons 
and dinners, sponsored speakers, and raised money for various 
causes. For example, he belonged to the National Geographic 
Society, the Masonic Lodge, the Rotary Club, and the American 
Peace Society. He attempted to connect with men and women of 
di f f e r e n t professions and backgrounds. The Sidwells were 
es t a b l i s h i n g themselves and in the early 1900s they would take 
a prominent role i n the Washington s o c i a l scene. 

^ , "̂ ^̂  expansion of Friends' Select took place through­
out the l a s t decade of the 19th century. Thomas Sidwell con­
tinued to reinvest a l l funds i n h i s new additions. He opened 
a second story at Eye Street, i n 1889. In 1896, he began the 
building of an indoor gymnasium. Physical f i t n e s s was im­
portant and he had always included some form of exercise i n 

w^lkin^''''^^''"lK ^ "^^^^ 1^^^^ ""̂ ^ who enjoyed 
walking and the outdoors. He had taken c a l i s t h e n i c s one 
evening a week h i s second year i n Washington. Like many 

and''h^'?«%°^. ^ 7 ' »^«li-ved a healthy body was es s e n t i a l 
and helped to develop a strong mind. In h i s l a t e r years he 
began a campaign against the pushcart vendors who sold candy 
cakes, and ice cream outside the school. He gave three or 
four t a l k s to the intermediate and high school studv h a l l s 

w J t S ' 7 h r % ' ^ ' l j ' ^ " ^ i°l,̂ '̂ ^ unhealthy d i e t L n S i n e d 
with the food available at the pushcart. Thomas Sidwell 
concerned himself with a l l aspects of the c h i l d ' s development 
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His school should "provide f o r the mental, moral, and p h y s i c a l 
growth i n accordance w i t h the needs and c o n d i t i o n s o f the 
times." -

Thomas Sidwell's involvement i n the school extended 
i n t o the students' a c t i v i t i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The opening 
of the new gymnasium r e s u l t e d i n the for m a t i o n o f the Friends 
A t h l e t i c A s s o c i a t i o n , which organized s p o r t i n g events and 
helped t o i n i t i a t e a competitive p h y s i c a l education depart­
ment. There i s no doubt t h a t a l l were pleased, e s p e c i a l l y 
Thomas S i d w e l l , when the team from Friends' Select beat 
Business High School 8-0 i n the f i r s t f o o t b a l l match on 
October 8, 1897. 

Another o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t was formed i n 1897 was 
"the Club." I t was chaired by Lucy Madeira, who j o i n e d the 
s t a f f i n 1897. The Club read and discussed l i t e r a t u r e on a 
weekly b a s i s . Lucy Madeira became a close f r i e n d and c o n f i ­
dent o f both Thomas and Frances Haldeman Sidwell.. She was 
h i g h l y respected as a teacher f o r her gen t l e manner and 
patience. During her seven years at Friends' Select, she also 
served as Thomas Sidwell's secretary. A f t e r Lucy Madeira l e f t 
i n 1906 t o open her own school, she remained i n close contact 
w i t h him. 

At the t u r n of the century, Thomas Sid w e l l was 41 
years o l d and h i s i n s t i t u t i o n 17 years o l d . As the major 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r , he kept an eye on ever y t h i n g . He was respected 
by h i s students because he was a s t r i c t d i s c i p l i n a r i a n who 
expected h i s students t o act w i t h proper decorum. He was not 
unduly harsh and r a r e l y l o s t c o n t r o l i n f r o n t of the students. 
Dr. Richard Myers, h i s great-nephew, sai d t h a t "he had leader­
ship q u a l i t i e s . When he t a l k e d everybody l i s t e n e d . " He was 
also a p r a c t i c a l man, who thought t h a t good minds should be 
put t o use. He had a sp e c i a l q u a l i t y t h a t made him f r i e n d l y 
y e t s l i g h t l y pompous wi t h o u t being o f f e n s i v e . I n the school 
f a m i l y he was h i g h l y respected by a l l members. Another 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c was h i s slow, d e l i b e r a t e pace. He possessed a 
clam and p a t i e n t a t t i t u d e t h a t can be seen i n h i s eyes. This 
q u i e t d i g n i t y and i n t e l l e c t c l e a r l y brought out the best i n 
h i s students and f a c u l t y . 

Thomas Sidwell was c o n f i d e n t t h a t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n 
would continue t o grow and f l o u r i s h as the years went on. I n 
1899, he had leased the Meeting House again f o r f i v e years. 
His f a i t h i n the Friends' School ( i t took on the abbreviated 
t i t l e i n 1906) can be seen i n the constant loans and i n v e s t ­
ments he r i s k e d t o make the school the best i n the area. 
Plans f o r a l i b r a r y were made and the school received a 
donation of 1,000 volumes. I n 1904, he borrowed money from 
the government t o continue renovations a t Eye S t r e e t . He also 
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C.I.P. AHD COMKUNITY ACTION COMMITTEE 
Project Llttt 

1993-1994 school year 

CAC Co-president*, Krlc Williams and Ayesha Johnson 

1) Let's Play to Grow (evening enrichment for mentally 
challenged adult sen) 

2) Annual Homecoming Canned Goods Drive 
3) annual Homecoming clothing Drive , ^ 
4) Sandwich making for homeless every Wednesday afternoon 
5) Martha's Table Workday - 3rd Saturday of every month 
6) Washington Quaker workcamps x 8 
7) Washington Quaker Workcamp In Rumania 
8) 9th grade Thanksgiving Pie Bake for Shelters 
9) Halloween pumpkin carving party at Martha's Table 
10) Participated i n the celebrity Basketball charity Game to 

benefit Camp zest, a summer camp for homeless children. 
11) D.C. Gleans: Picked two tons of zucchini for feeding centers 

in the Washington area. 
12) Christmas Party for Homeless Children at the National 

Building Museum. 
13) Christmas Party at sidwell for Head Start children 
14) "Adopt a Family" Christmas project with the parents Asso. 
15) valentine project for the Washington Home for the Elderly 
16) Peace/Crane project for student/faculty t r i p to Hiroshima 
17) Sandwich making on Founder's Day 
18) Hosted Head start children on Founder's Day 
19) Ropes course for teens who live in shelters 
20) Special Olympics 
21) soup van for Ward I I I (with students at Woodrow Wilson HS) 
22) Head Start trip to the National Zoo 
23) Head Start t r i p to the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE PLACEMENT SITES 
Class of 1993 and 1994 

The Sidwell Friends School 

sites are li s t e d in descending order according to the number of 
students who were placed. 

Martha's Table (food d i s t r i b u t i o n for the homeless) 
Camp Zest f o r Homeless Children 
Washington Home for the Elderly 
CAPCOM (service for the deaf) 
Holly Frisch (service for the blind) 
Muscular Dystrophy Camp 
Spanish Education Center 
Amigos de las Americas 
Hand to Hand (Food Dis t r i b u t i o n ) x 
Washington Quaker Workcamps (housing construction) 
Georgetown University Hospital 
Hearst Elementary School 
Higher Achievement Program (tutoring) 
House of Ruth Shelter 
Kingsbury Center (tutoring) ^ , 
Let's Play to Grow (mentally challenged adults) 
So Others Might Eat 
childrens' Hospital 
Sasha Bruce Youthworks 
Capitol Childrens' Museum 
National Therapeudlc Riding center 
Special Olympics 
Greentree Shelter 
Ridley & F i l l camp for the Deaf 
Overseas Placements ; 
Equador 
E l Salvador 
England 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Paraguay 
Venezuela 



06/03/1997 12:56 2023331789 DUMAS PAGE 04 

C.I.P. and Community Action Committee 
Project l i s t 

1990-1991 school year 

CAC co-presidents: Katja Lamia and Elizabeth Needham 

of every month 
for Peace 

8 

Let's Play to Grow 
Special Olympics 
Homecoming canned Goods Drive 
Homecoming Clothing Drive 
Martha's Table - 3rd Saturday 
School Supply Drive for Quest 
Head Start project - Oct. 20 
Washington Quaker Workcamps x 
Floe walk- Oct. 13 
9th grade Pie Bake for Shelters - Nov. 18 
Christmas Party f o r Head Start children - Dec. 19 
AFSC Gulf Refugee Assistance Program (hygiene items to M.E.) 
Head Start children to the children's Museuir. 
Washington Quaker Family Workcamps x 2 
Head s t a r t children to the lower school 
Head Start children to Founders Day 
sandwich making for Martha's Table every Wednesday 
Hunger Awareness Week with speaker from Bread for the World 
Crane Project for Founder's Day and Japan Trip 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l v i s i t o r s ; Japan 

Australia 
Canada 
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C.I. P. and Community Action Committee 
Project l i s t 

1991-1992 school year 

CAC President: Amanda King 

1) Let's Play to Grow 
2) Homecoming Canned Goods drive 
3) Homecoming Clothing Drive 
4) Homecoming sandwich making for Martha's Table 
5) Martha's Table - 3rd Saturday of every month 
6} Washington Quaker workcamps x 8 
7} 9th Grade Pie Bake for the Shelters 
8) Pumpkin carving Party at Martha's Table 
S) Christmas Party f o r Homeless Children at the Bldg. Museum 
10) Christmas Party for Head Start Children 
11) Adopt a Family Christmas Project with the Parents Assc. 
12) Washington Quaker Family workcamps x 2 
13) Sandwich making f o r Martha's Table every Wednesday 
14) Hunger Awareness Week with speaker , frcm Bread for t h ^ wcrlcl 
15) Valentine Project for the Washington Home for the Elderly 
16) Crane Project f o r Founder's Day and the Japan Trip 
17) Sandwich making for Martha's Table on Founder's Day 
13) Ropes course with shelter teens 
19) Met wit h other independent schools tc plan D.C. Gleans ( f a l l 
20) House of Ruth Project - furnished shelter with donations 
ZD Work days at House of Ruth - moving and painting 
22) Spring canned goods drive 
23) I n t e r n a t i o n a l v i s i t o r s : China 

Saudi .Arabia 
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C.I.P. and Community Action Committee 
Project L i s t 

1992-1993 school year 

CAC Co-presidents: Amy Baughcum and Lindsay Davison 

1 
2 
3 
4 
c 

6 
7 
3 
9 
10) 
: i ) 
:2) 
13) 
14) 
15) 
IS) 
:7) 
13) 
19) 
20) 
21) 
22) 
23) 
24) 
25) 

Let's Play to Grow 
Annual Homecoming Canned Goods Drive 
Annual Homecoming Clothing Drive 
Homecoming sandwich making for Martha's Table 
Martha's Table workday - 3rd Saturday of every month 
Washington Quaker Workcamps x 8 
Washington Quaker Workcamp Tanzania (building a bakery) 
International WQW at Buckeystovm sheriff's Youth Ranch 
9th Grade Thanksgiving Pie Bake for Shelters 
Halloween pumpkin-carving party at Martha's Table 
Volunteer for the MDA charity basketball tournament 
D.C. Gleans (picking zucchini for soup kitchens) 
Christmas party for homeless children at Building Museum 
Christmas party at Sidwell for Head Start children 
"Adopt a Family" Christmas project with the Parents Asso. 
Sandwich making for Martha's Table every Wednesday 
valentine project for the Washington Home for the Elderly 
Peace/Crane project for student/faculty trip to Hiroshima 
Sandwich making on Founder's Day 
Ropes course with shelter teens 
House of Ruth: cooking dinners for families & babysitting 
Blanket drive for Bosnian refugees 
School supply drive for El Salvadoran students 
Special Olympics 
Scup van for ward IIKwith students of Woodrow wilsor. H.S. 



06/03/1997 12:56 2023331789 DUMAS PAGE 07 

SOPH961.DOC 

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOPHOMORFS: 1996- 199/ 
Sophomores need to choose one service activity per semester. 

Mark vour too TWO choices for both the first and second semester 

Return the completed form, with vour parent's signature to your history teacher by 

FRIDAY. SEPTtMBtR 20 

_ D.C. GLEANS: SUNDAY, SEPT 29 8:00 AM 1:00 PM 
We will depait the Upper School parking lot at 8:00 AM to visit a Maryland farm, where we will pick 
crops to be donated to area soup kitchens. Other independent schools will join us. 

HOMt.COMINC CLOTHING DRIVE: SAL. OCI. b ? HOURS 
We Mrill be separatiivg winter and summer clothing which is donated by Sidwell families on Homecoming 
Day. Winter clothes will gp to area shelters and summer clothes will go to Nicaragua. 

S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eot) SAT., OCTOBER 26 10:00 AW 2:00 PM 
Hop on a bus in the Upper School parking lot at 10:00 for a 10:45 arrival at SOME where we will help 
serve lunch to approximately 400 of Washington's homeless people. They really need our help, and they 
love Sidwell kids! They're hopbg to see some of you again this year. 

HAllOWFrN PARTY Al THE WASHINGTON HOME FOR THE [I.Of RLY: SUN. OCI. ?/ 
Set up decorations and bring residents to the Haunted House. Serve refreshments and make sure your 
guests have a great time enjoying the activities and the goodies. 

shift 1 
shift 2 
shift 3 

set up decorotions 10:00 om - noon 
set up decorations noon - 2:00 pm 
ossist with activities 7:00 pm 5:00 pm 

PUMPKIN CARVING PARTY AT MARTHA'S TABLE: TUES.. OCT 29 j;jO PM 6:00 f̂M 
We will assist Martha's Table with their annual Halloween Party, joined by members of the Washington 
Red Skins. 

S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eot) SAT., NOVEMBER 16 10:00 AM 7:00 I'M 
Hop on a bus in the Upper School parking lot at 10:15 for a 10:45 arrival at SOME where we will help 
serve lunch to approximately 400 of Washington's homeless people. They really need our help, and they 
love Sidwell kids! They're hoping to see some of you again this year. 

THANKSGIVING PIE BAKE : SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 1:00 PM 1:00 I'M 
Join us fbr pie baking and ice cream eating. We will bake over 200 pies which will be delivered to area 
homeless shelters in time for Thanksgiving celebrations. This event is sponsored by the 9th grade class and 
their parents. 

S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eat) SAT , DECEMBER 7 10:00 AM '?•} 
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Hop on a bus in the Upper SdKwl parking lot at 10:15 for a 10:45 arrival at SOME where we will help 
serve lunch to approximately 400 of Washington's homeless people. They really need our help, and they 
love SidweU kids! They're hoping to see some of you again this year. 

HOLIDAY PARTY PGR D.C.'S HOMELESS CHILDREN: MON., DEC. 16 J;20 m 8:00 I'M 
We will join 8th graders on fliis project which takes us to a local church for holiday festivities, food, music 
and face painting for approximately 2000 homeless children. 

HOLIDAY PARTY EOR HEAD START CHILDREN: ERI„ DEC 20 3:20 FM b:J0 PM 
This is an annual party which takes place in the Upper School Dining Room for members of the Head Start 
class at Webb Elementary School. Approximately 20 three-year-olds will come for cookie decorating, 
dancing, games and a visit with Santa who looks suspiciously like Percy Martin. 

SLCQND..iEi£SIER ACTIVITIES: MARK YOUR I OP IWQ CHOICES; 

S.O.M.E, (So others Might Eat) SAL, FEBRUARY 8 10:00 AM 2:00 PM 
Hop on a bus in the Upper School parking lot at 10;IS for a 10:45 arrival at SOME where we will help 
serve lunch to approximately 400 of Washington's homeless people. They really need our help, and they 
love Sidwell kids! They're hoping to see some of you again this year. 

VALENTINE PARTY AT THE WASH. HOME EOR 1H^ LIDERLY: THUR., FEB. 13 2:30 PM \>U 
Help us deliver hand-made valentines made by Upper School students. We give each person a valentine 
and take a few minutes to talk to them. 

S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eat) SAT.. MARCH 1 10:00 AM 2:00 PM 
Hop on a bus in the Upper School parking lot at 10:15 for a 10:45 arrival at SOME where we will help 
serve lunch to approximately 400 of Washington's homeless people. They really need our help, and they 
love Sidwell kids! They're hoping to see some of you again this year. 

HEAD START OUTING TO THE SMITHSONIAN: SAl, MARCH 15 8:30 AM 1:1b PM 
Take the Webb Elementary School Head Start students to the Natural History Museum and then have a 
picnic lunch befwe loading them on the bus for their retum home. 

SAINT PATRICK'S DAY PARTY AT THE WASHINGTON HOME EOR THE ELDERLY 
MONDAY, MARCH 17 1:00 PM 4:00 PM 

Help the residents at the Washington Home enjoy a holiday celebration. Take them to the party, offer them 
refreshments, listen to the music and have a good time with your "buddies". 

S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eot) SAT., APRIL 5 10:00 AM 2:00 PM 
Hop on a bus in the Upper School parking lot at 10:15 for a 10:45 arrival at SOME where we will help 
serve limch to approximately 400 of Washington's homeless people. They really need our help, and they 
love Sidwell kids! They're hoping to see some of you again this year. 

HEAD START OUTING TO THE NATIONAL ZOO: SAT., APRIL 12 8:30 AM 1:1b PM 
Let the Head Start children enjoy an opportunity to play outside and enjoy the animals, the fun and the sun. 
Have a picnic on the lawn before saying good-bye. 

HOST A CHILD ON FOUNDER'S DAY: TUES.. APRIL 22 2 HOURS 
Meet your "lower school pal" in front of the Art Center and help him or her enjoy the fun, the food and the 
games. 

STUDENT SIGNATURE : PARENT SIGNATURE: 
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Jubilee 

A GOLDEN JUBILEE IS, Vi TRADITION. 8 time of rcjoicing, and 
there was an air of stately celebration to the observance of 
the fiftieth anniversary ot The Sidwells* Friends School on 
May 12,1933. In the customary fashion, testimonials were 

recited to the great days of the past, and felicitations were ofFcrcd 
for the fiittire. Most of the well-wishers were much too tactful to 
point out the obvious: even in the best of times, Thomas W. Sidwell, 
the sevcnty-three-ycar-old educator who had founded the school, 
owned it and been its principal uninterruptedly throughout those 
fifty years, could not be expected to carry on much longer. 

And 1933 was far from the best of umcs. The boom-and-busr 
cvcle that had been a staple of national economic expectations since 
che Civil War had in the Thirties plunged the United States into 
ihc most profound bust in memory. The depredations of Depression 
had reached well beyond the usual roster of victims of economic 
collapse—speculators and unskilled workers—into the ranks of tlic 
well-off, the prudent and the thrifty. Two months before the an­
niversary celebration, che new President, Franklin Delano Roose­
velt, as one of his first acts in oflBce had directed the closing of even-
bank in the nation. The solvent banks were permitted to resume 
business two weeks later, but more than a quarter ofthe banks in 
the United States never opened their doors again. The unfortunate 
depositors of the failed banks could whistle for their money. 

Thomas Sidwell could, and did, read the index of ga'dicring 
Depression in the statistics of his own school. He had 417 pupils 
enrolled in the 1929*30 academic year, when the collapse of stock 
prices signaled the becinning ofthe crisis. The following year, 397 
pupils were registered, according to a gloomy tabulation in the 
educator's own hand. This loss of twenty students was followed in 
the succeeding years by even more ominous decreases: thirty-seven 
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fewer students in 1931-32, fifly-five in 1932<33. By the jubilee year 
the school had lost more than a fourth of its enrollment—and rnore 
than a fourth of the cuition those vanished students would have 
paid. 

The principal sought to counter the enrollment losses and to 
assist parents in financial distress by oÂ erinS fee reductions, but 
such offers made no difference for many. 'Thanks vciy much for 
your good letter and offer for Betty," one patron wrote him. "I am 
sorry to say that even $300 is out of the question for us just at 
present. If we only knew what was ahead of us, but with the present 
administration juggling with finance one is obliged to hang on to 
the few dollars left/especially since they are worth only half as much 
as when they were saved,** 

This dark side of things received scant attention in the en* 
coniiums of jubilee. "Other Washington schools arc more progres­
sive, more expensive, but none is more sedately aristocratic than 
Friends, a non-sectarian coeducational kindergarten-through-high 
school for which social as well as financial references are always 
reĉ uircd," commented Time magazine chattily—and a little cattily— 
in Its notice of the anniversary. 

The story concluded with an enumeration of several of the 
school's more noteworthv alumni. "Charles Augustus Lindbergh 
used to play in the gravel yard of the schoolhouse on I Street and 
Archibald Koosevelt, Princess Chichibu of Japan and Minister to 
China Nelson Truster Johnson all went therc.̂  In that sentence in 
fact, one might detea the hand of Thomas Sidwell, the tireless 
promoter and name-droppcr, Luckv Lindy, whose transadantic air­
plane flight electrified the imaginations of Americans in the 1920s, 
did indeed attend Friends, as was frequently noted in school pro­
motional pieces of the day. Less often noted was that his attendance 
was for but two years in the intermediate department, not enough 
to qualify him for membership in the Friends Alumni Association. 

Of die participants in the jubilee reception, said Time, "none 
was happier than the stout, genial, soft>spoken old Quaker for whom 
the celebrauon was held—Thomas Watson Sidwell." Mr. Tommy 
Sidwell, as he was known to some of his bolder pupils and parents, 
would have had no objection to that characterization. Philosophi­
cally, he was commined to looking at the brighter side of things. 
But his private papers tell a different story, the story of an aging 
man, widi a wife in failing healdi, overwhelmed by debt and pressed 
by rclendess banks, wonaering if the school he had poured his life's 
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energy into, the school that was the closest thing he had to a child, 
would survive him. 

What did his life's work amount to? Two aging brick buildings 
in die 1800 block of I Street, Northwest, in Washington, features 
of a neighborhood chat had been a block of fashionable mansions 
built on deep lots studded with stables and odier outbuildings that 
backed onto an X-shapcd interior alley, houses later swept away to 
bc replaced by apartment houses of̂  dignified mien and equally 
dignined name (the Damariscotta, the Benedick, the Pentilly). A 
charming frame house on upper Wisconsin Avenue set on ten acres 
of open land, accompanied by a handful of modest outbuildings, 
the whole known somewhat grandly as die "suburban campus." 
Another ten acres across Wisconsin Avenue bought from Christian 
Heurich, the brewer, one of Washington's wealtniest citizens. And 
two dairy firms in Maryland, one near his Frederick County birth­
place ofjohnsville, the other near New Windsor, in Carroll County. 

But whopping mortgages hedged in all the holdings. Like many 
anodier American of the day, Thomas Sidwell had been caught up 
in the boom fever of the late 1920s. Mortgaging his equity in one 
>ropcrty to provide the down payment on another, he leveraged 
lis way toward the hope of a modest fortune. But with the crash 
lis dream, for example, of a seventy-eight-housc residential devel­
opment on the Heurich tract was doomed to remain just that—a 
dream. Instead of banking the profits on the construction and sale 
of seventy-eight houses, he found himself the owner of ten acres of 
open land that made a good playground and the owcr of 5140,000 
to Christian Heurich. Sidwell said the land was u ordi $220,000, 
but no one wanted to buy it. 

So what did his life's work amount to? A school that to that 
point had no existence legally or emouonally apart from his own 
existence. It wasn't just Friends School or Washington Friends School. 
It was Sidwells' Friends School. That the school might continue to 
be, without Thomas Sidwell and Frances Haldeman-Sidwcll as its 
proprietors, was almost unimaginable. 

WITH SOME PAIS, THOUGH. THOMAS SID\VEI,L had begun the task 
of securing his school's future in the late 1920s as he approached 
and then passed his seventieth birthday. The financial pressures of 
the widening Depression made the task more urgent as the 1930s 
began, but the svmpathcric interest of leaders of the Society of 
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Friends gave rise to hope diat he could gradually detach himself 
from die school. ^ , ^ • j ^ i 

Along with the hope of assistance from the Friends Genera 
Conference, Sidwell was looking forward to the return to the school 
of "Doc" Edwin Zavitz, a popular math teacher and athletic director 
before the First World War. Zavia had left die school to )oin the 
Haverford unit ofthe American Friends Service Committee in 1917, 
die first unit to bc sent to France, After a return of a year and a 
half at the war's end, Zavitz had taught at Anrioch College in Ohio, 
spent two vears as headmaster of a school for American and French 
boys near i'aris, and had completed his master of arts in education 
at Columbia University. , 

"The Friends School does represent the sort of a situation winch 
1 havc dreamed a lot about, die prestige of die schcK)l, built up by 
thy stcadv and wholesome leadership, and die sort of patronaec the 
school has, make a combination to which 1 should Uke to add my 
influence and energy," Zavitz wrote to his old principal in January, 
1931. "It may not be possible but is intriguing and it tempts me 
to think a lot about it and to work out all sorts of plans in my head 
for die future." (The use of "thee" and "thy"—but for some reason 
not "thou"—was fairlv common a half-centuty ago in Quakers 
communications with one another and still is heard occasionally in 
some traditional Quaker families.) . . 

Bv March, Zavitz's enthusiasm had solidified into tentative 
propoifals. He would be willing, he wrote to die principal after a 
visit to Washington, to come to die school for two years at a salaty 
of $5,000 a vear to assist in its incorporation and die development 
of a plan for its operation under a board of trustees, provided that 
Quakers and other friends of die school would undertake to raise 
the moncv to pav his salaty. Among die potennal donojs to such 
a scheme, lie sixciilated, might be Morris Ucds, husband of Hadassah 
Moore Leeds, >\'ho was die founder of die Friends Council on 
Education, and Clement Biddle, a New York businessman who was 
something of a Quaker activist, Alternatively, Zavitz went on, tie 
would be ̂ >̂illî g 10 work at the school for a year in exchange tor 
a free apartment in one of the I Street buildings and a salaty ot 
$1 500 to $1,800 as Sidwell had offered, provided diat the school-
master would make up die difference between die salaty paid and 
$5,000 in two vears' time. . . L A 

Ha\'iiig proposed a relatively hard bargain, Zavitz then made 
an about-face; 
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A diird proposal evolved from diy sugscstion that dice would 
like not to be hurried into any arrangements before dice really knows 
what it will involve. Thee said too that dice would prefer, in a wav, 
to look to the development of the control of the school that would 
not depend too much on the various opinions and divergent views 
of a number of people. At any rate dice would like to embark on 
such a plan slowly. 

Thcc said thee would like to avoid the forced sale of thy propcrti' 
at this particular time. I imagine die Friends have the impression that 
there is too much real estate involved in die management ofthe school 
and that if a board is to bc formed, it should bc done on the condition 
that the Khool and the real estate project bc divorced completely. I 
imagine they might look upon the Wisconsin Avenue house as too 
large to maintain as a home when it could bc put to good use as an 
extension of the school. 

I feel personally that the house might bc used to an advantage 
if it were available, but it happens to bc Mrs. Sidwell's and thy home 
and I should not like to see you move out of it. An extension of the 
primary school can be arranged in some other way. 

If 1 understood thee correctly, the most pressing problem, as far 
as the holding ofthe various properties is concerned, is the desire on 
the part ofthe bank that thee incorporate for the mutual protection 
of Mrs. Sidwell and thcc and of the bank. If this could be done on 
a temporary or a convertible basis it might help to solve the problem. 
Here then is what I had thought to propose. 

Thcc might get Miss Madeira's lâ vycr to arrange to incorporate 
the school and thcc and Mrs. Sidwell and possibly Miss Zartnun and 
Mrs, Za\itr and mc as the five necessary directors. [Lucy Madeira, 
later Luci- Madeira Wing, a teacher at Friends from 1897 to 1906. 
had been a prot̂ ĝ c of Frances Haldcman-Sidwell's from their home­
town of Martinsburg, West Virginia, and Mrs. Sidwell had been 
instmmcnral in getting Miss Madeira a scholarship to her alma mater. 
Vassar College, She left her Friends teaching post to found her own 
school, now called the Madeira School, Helen L. Zartnian, daughter 
of a Vassar classmate of Haldeman-Sidwcll and herself a 1919 Vassar 
graduate, had lived with the Sidwells since 1919 and served as sceretar\ 
and financial ofttccr to the school.) It could bc understood that any 
or all of the last three would resign to give way to the appointment 
of a permanent board. I havc calculated my resources and find that 
I could undertake to g« about $20,000 and put that sum to the 
services ofthe school as early as ncccssaty. We could then come dov\n 
ft>r most of the month of June and all the time fmni about Aiicusr 
2Sth on and join thcc in the school. Some extensions in buildine 
might be made at the suburban school and wc could set aK>ut to fill 
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rhe enrollment to the limit, Would not the $20,000 as an !idditic.n 
to what thee might be able to raise suffice to develop what en̂ rac-
ments mav seem ncccssaty and to catty die propeity ;''>y'jĵ ^ 
it withoui having to sacrifice any of it or to give up dime and Mrs. 
Sidwell's home? , , , , 

Zax ir/s candidacy as Sidwell's prosocctivc successor had the 
warm endorsement of̂ Ardiur Jackson, a ̂ hiladclphla management 
consultant and Quaker whom Hadassah Ucds had ̂ Pfomtcd to 
her subcommittee to earn- on conversations with Sidwell about the 
ftjturc ofthe school, Jackson in fact advised hinng Zavitz imme-
diatclv, "setting him to work making a complete survey of die school 
and its needs, without reference to any particular suburban site but 
with the thought that I Street would 1>C vacated first. Also have 
him work on registrations for die next year and develop renewed 
interest on the part of die alumni of die school. I suggest paying 
him $40 or $50 per week while he is on die job and increase this 
wage $1 per week for each registration beyond 400, he and Marion 
to have the use of die apartment without charge. 

In an eariier letter, on die first of March, Jackson had proposed 
to Sidwell the steps he felt were necessaty to secure die school s 

'̂̂ "'̂ '"ihe major problems in die case seem to be (1) to transfer the 
schcx.l from partially central city and partially suburban to entirely 
suburban; (2 to divorce real estate ODcranons from the school prop­
erty; (3) to remove the dual audiority from die operation of the school 
so h t anv new group becoming interested 
to deal with; (4) to perfect an organization which will take over the 
school and select new management. 

While this is being accomplished (and it will of course rcqî iie 
considerable time) it iŝ ccessaî ' (1) to improve thy credit $ niaiion 
and turn a declining registration into an increasing one; (2) incor-
nonuc thv holdings so as to make the title to diy possessions unihcd 
and more free from complications in Case of unexpected dcatli-

The first move, likdv. will be to incorporate thv holdings, I would 
suuRCst two corporatioiis, one to take title to die I Street school 
prohcTt>', l>oth real and personal, including die school as a going 
kislncs.̂ , the other to tie title to thy other real estate hoFdings 
includinp both Wisconsin Avenue properties, »ncluding the reside cc 
which I stronglv urge be turned into school use this fall. This would 
remove from I Strt*t all the primaty and make room for enlarged 
enrollments and thereby greater receipts. ^ 

The response from JO many influential Friends, offering their 
verx ices in rhe development of the enlarged project of a Fnends 
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Washington School in which all branches of Friends could havc an 
interest nas been vcty gratifying and encouraging to mc As soon 
as this group can be organized I think they shouldsclect a man thought 
capable of managing tne new institution and ask him to make a sutycy 
ofthe situation and of the possibilities... the new school corporation 
could be turned over to a Board of Directors, of which I would hope 
thee would be Chairman while the new principal would bc President, 

SIDWELL'S EFFORTS TO REORGANIZE the school coincided with a 
major effort to heal the centuty-old fracture among Quakers which 
had led to the formation of two congregations of Friends in Wash­
ington—the Hicksite meeting on I Street, which the Sidwell school 
â oined, and die Ordiodox meeting at Thirtccndi and Euclid Streets, 
Nordiwest. The two Baltimore Yeariv Meetings, as the Quaker 
regional organizations are known, had successfiilly united, but on 
the congregational level what had been intended as reunion resulted 
in fiirther ftacture. 

Quakers, including Thomas Sidwell, had indeed withdrawn 
from the I Street Meeting and from the Thirteenth Street Meeting 
to form the new union meeting on Florida Avenue. But the end 
result was three meetings in Washington, not one. In consequence, 
'Veighty"—that is, leading—Quakers were especially interested at 
the time'in development ofprojects on which Orthodox and Hicksite 
Fricn«is could worV together. The formation of the American Friends 
Service Committee in 1917 had been one such orojea; the organ­
ization of the Friends Council on Education in 1931 was another. 
To those willing to think big, the con\'ersion of Sidwells' Friends 
School into a major Quaker academic institution in the nation's 
capital suddenly began to look like it might bc a different and potent 
sign of reuniting Quakerism. 

Hadassah Moore Leeds, Arthur Jackson and Edwin Zavitz all 
thought, or at least hoped, that Clement Biddle would be the key 
to success. In that day—perhaps even in this—Biddle was a name 
to reckon with in Philadelphia, a city whose nrcoccupation with 
fine old families rivals that or Boston's. Clement Diddle had rcmoi cd 
to New York, but a patrician touch survived. His dignified Icttcrhc.id 
informed his correspondents that his residence N\ as to bc found in 
the Westchester County town of Mount Vernon and his office at 
107 Chambers Street, but it said not a word as ro what his businc,s.s 
might be. "Thee will find his judgment vcty helpfiil as he is ex­
ceedingly well versed in business affairs and has an extremely fine 
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cooperative spirit," Hadassah Leeds wrote to Sidwell. A flurty of 
letters aniong Leeds, Jackson. Zavitz and Sidwell, and at least one 
resort to die telephone fZaiitz thriftily advised Sidwell that his 
charge would be reduced by half if he would delay his call until 
after 8:30 P.M.), culminated'at lengdi in the grand encounter. 

The Biddies, who had come to Washington to attend a con­
vention of die Red Cross, attended the Meeting for Worship on 
April 12 at the new Friends Meeting House on Florida Avenue and 
bv prcarrangemcnt met the Sidwclk there. Following die worship 
tlic nvo couples drove out to the Sidwells' house at 3901 Wisconsin 
Avenue for lunch and a conversation between the two men. Pre­
sumably, Biddle also toured die school buildiiigs on Wisconsin 
Avciuic and perhaps on I Street as well, as the headmaster had urged 
him to, But the subsequent record makes it clear diat Biddle vî as 
far more affected by the balance sheets that Sidwell showed him 
than he was by the physical sight of the school or any vision of its 
possible fiiture. What the accounts showed Biddle was that the grand 
old school was on the edge—and perhaps over the edge—of serious 
fiiuncial trouble. More than $17,000 a year—more dian fifteen 
percent of its projected 1930-31 income of $119,000—was going 
to pav interest on loans, and this in an era when typical loan rates 
were five percent or less. No money was being set aside for depre­
ciation. Tnc Sidwells were drawing no salaries. Less than $2,000 
was budgeted for repairs. No money was allocated to reduction of 
priiicinal on the mortgages. Despite all these economies, income 
exceeded expenditures bv only $16,000. 

In a detailed report he sent later that week to Hadassah Ucds, 
Biddle concluded that anv group taking over ownership and op­
eration ofthe school would require at least $200,000 in new capital, 
even if the Sidwells' interest were bought out with the exchange of 
a note and the payment of no cash. Moreover, even as Biddle and 
,S id well were examining the depressing account books, the hope 
that F.dwin Zavitz would come to Sidwells' Friends to bc the hcad-
ni.ister's heir was also slipping away, Zavitz had written Sidwdl the 
d.ty l-wforc with the news that thc'University School in Cincinnati 
had offered him its heacimastcrship. 

The letter survives complete with Sidwell's meticulous penciled 
notes on the foot detailing what he planned to tell the younger man 
over the telephone in reph': "Assets frozen. Heavy obligations. Will 
have to meet them myself Until better times should not assume 
any additional expense that can bc avoided. Not in psition to pay 
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enough to satisfy- vou. Do not lose the opportunity of a good 
position. No certainty up to this time of Friends doing anything, 
Thev have given me no assurance as yet," 

Indeed they hadn't. Hadassah Moore Leeds wrote to Sidwell 
on May 1 widi die bad news. "We are interested in the field tor 
Quaker education which Washington offers and we arc extremely 
desirous that a Friends school should bc maintained there. However, 
after careful consideration our committee feels diat Friends arc not 
in a position to put up the $200,000 equity which is neccssan' 
before the school be taken over, and therefore cannot go ahead with 
such plans as were at first thought possible," 

Leeds pnamised the support of her committee for the alternate 
plan suggested bv Clement Biddle: formation of a nonprofit cor-
ixiration a majorln' of whose trustees would be Quakers with the 
others to be financially successfiil alumni and other Washington 
friends of the school. The trustees would recruit a headmaster-
designate to work with Sidwell for two vears and then, in celebration 
of the golden jubilee, take o\'er fiill operation and control of the 
school. The Washington board members," Biddle proposed, "would 
work to maintain the enrollment and their judgment would be 
invaluable in determining the physical problems of location, build­
ings and operations which need' to be smdied by a local group." 
This hypothetical group, he failed to add, would also be expcacd 
to pony up the money that Friends themselves were unwilling or 
unable to raise, 

Zavitz, in the interim, had followed Sidwell's advice and ac­
cepted the job in Cincinnati, though his contract was only tor two 
years, he WTOK, ''In the meantime," he went on, feci sure that 
thee will have a chance to prove that most of thy recent ad\ iscrs 
have been undulv cautious. . TI 

Just a few d'avs short of his sevcnt\'-sccoiid birthdai', Thomas 
Sidwell had his task laid out for him: He was to ride out the storm 
alone, 
A HALb-CKNTURY .\1-TER THE PECilNNlNC of the Ne\y Deal .md the 
first weaving of what is now a complex fabric of protection ol 
individuals from the ravages of economic disaster, it is hard to 
summon up a realization of just how alone the old schoolmaster 
was as he sought to keep his school afloat. It is h.ird even to imagine 
a scKietv in which a fiill quarter of the working people arc out ol 
work and unable to find jobs. It is hard also to imagine the absolute 
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authority that Thomas Sidwell exercised over his school and his 
staff. . . 

Such contemporaty commonplaces as teacher tenure, compa­
rable salaries and group negotiations played no part in die way the 
school was operated. Sidwell cut an individual arrangement with 
each teacher from which dicrc was no appeal, except perhaps a 
request that die principal reconsider. Ultimately, a teacher accepted 
what the principal offered or went elsewhere, if diere was somewhere 

else tô Ô'̂ ^ sidwc\i continued to pursue a strategy of incorporating 
the school, attracting prominent persons to serve on die new board. 
He and others sought to woo Lou Hoover (a Quaker, as was her 
husband, the President) to lend at least her name and if possible 
her active support to such an enterprise. But die First Lady, a former 
school parent, eluded his net, as did Redfield Proctor, an alumnus 
who had gone on to become governor of Vermont. Finally his 
lawyers counseled him diat turnmg over his interest in the school 
to a corporation might lead to the assessment of a hefty income tax 
on the payments or notes the corporation gave him in return. B\' 
the spring of 1932 it was clear that die continuing drop in enrollmen t 
and the refiisal of banks to refmanee loans, at least in full, would 
require fiirtiier retrenching—salaty cuts and worse. 

'*lt will be necessaty to reduce all teachers' salaries over $1500 
bv 10%," Sidwell wrote Elizabeth Q. Nye (and most ofthe other 
teachers) on May 25, 1932. "Should there bc an increase of pupils 
next vear, this reduction may be lessened or entirely obviated. On 
the other hand, if general conditions do not improve and our reg-
isrration falls off still more, ftinher reductions may bc necessaty. 
(Nye, who had joined the faculty in 1921 accepted the salaty re­
duction widiout a murmur and went on to become one of the 
.school's most memorable teachers, staying at the school for another 
17 vears until her death in 1949.) , . „ ̂  i 

' For others, the news was even worse. "Dear Ida, began t ic 
letter to Ida Clagett, and went on, .. In view especially of the 
small number of girls, your work can be absorbed by other teachers 
without imposing hardship on them . . . I am under the painful 
necessity of̂ not asking you to return next year." 

Marv Pitzcr's letter was quite different: "For next year 1 shall 
Ix- compelled to make a reduction in salaries in most cases in the 
effort to keep the expenses ofthe school within its income. However, 
1 should like to offer you an increase of $100, but since you arc 
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the only one to receive such an increase, I shall ask you not to 
mention it to the others. Sinccrcly yours." 

Given the high praise he haa garnered in previous years from 
the principal, his enormous popularity among many of his pupils, 
the eminence of eariier stages of his career and his long association 
widi the school, the most staggering of the letters was that dis­
patched to Wilhelm Gohdes, the instructor in Latin and gymnastics. 
'It is highly important to have a harmonious and cooperative faculty 
willing to give liberally of their time to the work of die school. On 
account of my heavy responsibilities, I feel the need in your place 
of someone with more restraint and self-control, more'sympathy 
for timid and struggling pupils, and more helpfiil to them before 
and after school. There should be prompt compliance with schedule 
hours and directions on the Teacher's Bulletin Board, less spectacular 
performances in class and elsewhere not conducive ro dignity and 
good examples to the pupils, 

"On accovmt of my high regard for your many good qualities 
and the value attached to your success as a teacher j I have suiTered 
myself to be placed in some ttying and embarrassing situations with 
dissatisfied patrons and pupils, when there seemed no justification 
for your actions. I have no reason to think that vou can change 
your ways to suit mine, or would care to do so if you could, and 
so in these times of stress and strain, I must look to someone else 
for help." 

WTien he received his termination lencr, Wilhelm Gohdes was 
in his late fifties and had been teaching at Friends nine years—a 
second tour of service, for he had also taught at the school for four 
yean shortly after the tum of the centuty. Then he had been hired 
away to become head of the modem language department at Horace 
Mann School in New York, He was a tiny (not much more than 
five foot three), bony, gnomelike man, full of passion, wit and 
variable moods. Once, conscious of particularly contentious feelings 
bubbling within himself, he said to a colleague, "On a day like this 
1 should like to be a knight riding through the Black Forest of 
Germany, and evcty time I met another knight, I'd knock him off 
his horse." 

His reaction to the calamitous news is recorded only in SidwelPs 
penciled note on the carbon of the letter; "April 2, '32. Mr. Gohdes 
called in person to reply to say that I could count on his interest 
and good will altho not returning." Then a second notation dated 
April 2S: 
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Agreement between W.H. Gohdes and myself 
1. I'our periods of work. 
2. Salaty $2,000. 

Additional work to be paid proportionately. 
4. The tour hours to bc placed in the morning. 

There was no opportunity, though, to put die agreement into 
force, becau.se within the month W.H. Gohdes was dead of injuries 
suftercd in an automobile accident near Winchester, Virginia. 

livstcad of speaking of their recent disagreement, the principal 
used the occasion of tne school memorial 8cr\'ice for Gohdes to 
trace the stoty of his tics to the school, beginning widi his temporaty 
emplovment in 1899 as a substitute German teacher. At the time 
Gohdes, who was German-bom and die graduate of a German 
gymnasium secondaty school and a Lutheran college in Ohio, was 
pastor of a Lutheran church in Washington. He soon added the 
Caesar class, dien taught by the principal, to his portfolio. Sidwell 
said he lost track of Gohdes after his departure for New York in 
1903 until one day in 1923 when he saw a familiar face on a street 
in Wheeling, West Virginia. It proved to be Gohdes, who told 
Sidwell that he had become so distressed during World War I by 
die enmity between Germany and the United States that he had 
had to leave Horace Mann and seek relief in the West Virginia hills. 

During the conversation, Sidwell recalled, "I said, 'How would 
you like to come back to Friends?' 

"His face lighted up and he said he would like it. That was 
about nine years ago, and that brings the histOty down to within 
the time of many of you." 

After his return to Friends, Gohdes concentrated on teaching 
Latin, for German instruction—suspended during the war—was 
not rc\'ivcd until the eariy 1930s, not long before Gohdes' death. 

FRANt:i;.s HALIIEMAN-SII5WELL SPOKE BRIEFLY at thc memorial ser­
vice, one of her increasingly infrequent appearances at school fiinc­
tions. She appears to hixc had litde to do with school aft'airs during 
the 1930s, although she continued to be identified as "co-principal' 
of Friends until her death in 1934, Despite the title (and forn'-ftve 
years of marriage), however, Thomas Sidwell seems to have chosen 
to shield her from detailed information about die school's financial 
woes and what he proposed to do about them. At one point in the 
spring of 1932 she wrote David H. Blair, a lawyer her husband 

14 



FROM 01 . 02 . 1990 00: 50 P . M 
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had retained to advise him on the tax implications of nirning thc 
school's property over to a corporation, asking about his recom­
mendations. Although Blair had written a relatively detailed letter 
to Thomas Sidwell on die same day, sending it to die school office, 
he did not suppiv her widi a copy. Instead he replied: * 1 have 
discussed die situation quite fijlly with Mr, Sidwell. While of course 
I am alwavs glad to discuss matters widi you, 1 can sec no good 
purpose to bc served by a further discussion " 

If Frances Haldeman-Sidwcll came less often to the school s 
main offices on I Street, however, die school came more and more 
to her. The school had been holding primaty classes on Wisconsin 
Avenue since 1923, and in 1931 die Sidwells' house—which years 
eariier had been die school building of die Washington School for 
Boys—once again began to bc usedTor classroom teaching. Pressure 
from parents who did not want dicir children transferred to the 
downtown school when they reached fifth grade forced die Sidwells 
to find space for a fifth grade class on the suburban campus. Thc 
problem was solved bv dieir sharing their parlor—and the next year, 
after a suburban sL\di'grade was added, dieir dining room as well— 
with students, Evcty ĉ y before classes began sen-ants moved class­
room equipment into the rooms; after school ended for the da\', 
diey moved it out again, 

'The presence of diese pupils adds to rather than detracts from 
our pleasure," Sidwell reported to alumni. "Some early pupils arrii e 
whifc Mrs. Sidwell and I are at breakfast and wc enjoy dicir cheery' 

"̂̂"̂^ WKh die rigid divisions benvccn u ork and home that have 
developed for most people in the last half ofthe i%ventieth centur\-, 
it tends to be forgotten diat in earlier vears life was all of a piece 
for many people. For die Sidwells, the scheduling of school classes 
in their home was not a novelty but a return to what they had 
known in the first vears oftheir marriage N\hen they lived only three 
blocks from die school and walked back and fonh to their classes. 

On Februaty 2,1934, Frances Haldeman-Sidwcll had a severe 
heart attack, "We knew she would not be with us long," her husband 
commented afterwards. In keeping with medical custom of that day. 
efforts were made to confine her to bed for an extended period, he 
added, but for one with so many interests, who had alwa\'s entered 
so hilly into life's activities, it seemed impossible for her to accept 
invalidism. These comments are extracted from a half-dozcii slips 
of paper on which Sidwell penciled an account of his wife s last 
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Friends Meeting. 

Saturday evening lAjril̂ ^^^^^^^ 
dav she insisted that I •f'?^J.'f ? « on tfc prô ^̂ ^ ^ wanted to 
Schoolmen's Club where I had « P«« ̂ 'J'S/n,* rcmm about 11 
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that birth »"ds to death "id t̂^̂^̂^̂  j. ft,,, p,„,c,pat.on 
from her example that I f « 85"̂ J"j K a v c had to withdraw from 
in the activities of life AjY d«ire I may ^̂ ^̂ .̂ ^̂  active that I 
active work to leisure left 'n̂ ;̂ ,̂ y " ' ̂ hat my greatest satisfaction 
would wear out "thcr than nn̂ O"̂ '̂Ĵ ^̂ ^̂  f̂ at in this work 1 
would be to ^°n*ySJS,Mc^^^^ from pupils, P̂ rons, 
r ; S i " J i i l t y ^.cLl^^ the school on a permanent 
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P.,-n.c THE SCHOOL Xth.̂ ^^^^^^^^^^ 
major preoccupation "J"™̂ ^̂ ^ preceding year, teach-
well lived. Finances were "'ll^'^J^^^Jf ,j^^^^ not in Sollars but m 
crs' contracts had stated die pro'J5f;i^i,i„!^ after all tuition 
"units," whose dolUr;'^«X>?S^^^^^^^^^^ beenpaid. 
had been received ^^.^'fj?^ 34'o tea?her pay cuts of f&rty-
In practice diis amounted m i93i.h But knowing 
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A at a -hers; meeû ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
was exhausted by die «râ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
Repeatedly he hadhad to find new ŵ ^̂  ^ HIS 
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it has cost mentally and financiaUy," he observed in notes he prepared 
for his talk to die teachers, "I have had to mortgage fanns and 
evervdiing and call on personal friends and die past five years have 
made an old man of me. But we havc upheld die Friends standards 
of academic work. We have provided Tor thc continuous growth 
and development of die suburban school. We have held all of school 
property, renewed all loans and at last incorporated. Thc property 
Is still held by me and will be until part or all of it is transferred to 
a Board of Tnistees. I wish to prevent its being said diat when 1 
could no longer carty debt-burdened property I sought relief by 
transferring it." * 

Thc Sidwell Friends School, Inc. came into being on December 
12,1934, when a representative of Marsh and Rogers, its law firm, 
filed the articles of incorporation and die required fee of $25.95 
with die recorder of deeds of thc District of Columbia. The incor­
porators were Sidwell; his niece Sarah Myers Bennett, a former 
teacher; and diree odiers who would loom large in the school's 
ftiture: J. Austin Stone, an alumnus, and two school parents, Elsie 
Palmer Btown and Margaret Wistcr Meigs, Brown's acquaintance 
widi Sidwell went back more dian fifty years to when she was pupil 
and he was teacher at Baltimore Friends School; her husband, T. 
Janney Brown, was also SidweU's friend and insurance agent. The 
five, and two members of die faculty—Alberta Wilson and Helen 
L, Zartman—were named founding trustees of die corporation. 

But as Sidwell rioted in his announcement to the teachers, the 
corporation as yet had no property. What portion of Thomas Sid­
weU's property it would get, and how it would get it, remained to 
be determined. Perhaps despairing diat the resolution would be 
sufficient or that he would come into the leadership ofthe school 
in the foreseeable ftiture, Wilmot Jones resigned as associate prin­
cipal in die spring of 1935 to become head of Wilmington Friends 
School in Delaware, He was succeeded bv Albert E, Rogers, age 
thirty-eight, who had been teaching at Moorcstown Friends in 
Moorestown, New Jersey, for die previous eight years and before 
diat had taught Latin at die William Penn Charter School in Phil­
adelphia. ^ , , 

The next fiill, die 1935-36 academic year opened widi some 
indications diat die pressures of die Depression were casing. En­
rollment was up and Sidwell felt able to restore a portion of the 
earlier cut in faculty salaries. Towards the end of January Sidwell 
put down on paper the beginnings of a plan: He would bequeath 
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to the corporation at his death die property on both sides of Wis­
consin Avenue along with the schooFs eouipment; his farms in 
Frederick and Carroll Counties he would will to his brodler and to 
his nieces and nephews, and the propcnj' on I Street he would leave 
to bc divided aniong the senior teachers and iservants. Although in 
his note, which is dated Januaty 28,1936, Sidwell pronounced his 
"strength sufficient to continue the school as it is" for the time 
being, within no more than two or three weeks he was stricken 
with what proved to bc his final illness. A new will was drafted in 
mid-March with thc assistance of Helen Zartman, and a somewhat 
revised version of it was finally signed on March 28. 

On April 11 Thomas Sidwelldied, bequeathing to the Board 
of Trustees and to the senior teachers a challenge: The Sidwell 
Friends School was theirs, if the)' could make a go of it. Otherwise, 
his final will provided, the trustees might at die end of three years' 
time sell off die property and divide die proceeds among the teach­
ers. Reserved out of his estate as bequests to his relatives were only 
thc rsvo small Jariiis and two lots on I Street no longer used by the 
school. 

Nine days later patrons and friends of thc school were informed 
that thc challenge had been accepted: 

"Thc School," they were informed, "will continue under the 
leadership of Albert E. Rogers, in whom Mr. Sidwell had the as­
surance he had found a worthy successor, devoted to the School's 
higher standards. To the leadership of Mr. Rogers and to the in­
terests of patri>ns and pupils the Trustees and the Faculty pledge 
their loyaltv and their determination to follow thc path along which 
Mr. Sidwell had led thc way—to maintain "a School that strives in 
a quiet way to develop in its pupils a high regard for ideals of 
simplicity, sincerity, and friendliness.'* 

The'letter w as signed, "J. Austin Stone, president of die Board 
of Trustees." 
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H AD THOMAS SIDWELL LIVED in a more demonstrative age 
or been more given to the dramatic gesture, he might have 
directed that when his body was laid to rest next to Frances 
Haldeman-Sidwell's in Washington's &shionable Rock Creek 

Cemeteiy, his hean be buried in Jc>nnsville, Matyland, the tini* 
FredericK County town where he was bom on May 16, 1859, the 
youngest of three children. The principal had built his adult career 
entirely around city life and urban pursuits, but his emotional tics 
to the counttyside and to his rural origins remained ever strong— 
a bit too strong to suit his strong-mmded wife, who sometimes 
complained about his oft-told stories of his youth. He and Frances 
visited the home place nearly evety summer, staying with his brother. 
Dr. Frank SidweU, vk'ho had taken over their fadicrs medical practice 
after Dr. Reuben Sidwell died in 1887. When Thomas Sidwell began 
investing in real estate, he bought several Matyland farms as well 
as city property in Washington. On occasion he defended his pur­
chase of a daity farm in \K>ntgomety County as a source of inex­
pensive milk for the school, but those who saw him tromping around 
that farm—and even more so, his farms near JohnsviUe—could see 
that there remained a lot of the countty boy in thc dignified and 
urbane school head. 

Like many people, though, Thomas Sidwell had a tendency to 
invent his past, or at least slighdy shade the facts, to suit what he 
fancied were the needs of the moment, and these inventions some­
times served to mask details more interesting and reveaUng than thc 
surface ston'. Thus, when the principal listed himself in mc school 
catalogue (beginning with the 1908-09 edition) as "Thomas W. 
Sidwell, A.M. (University of Pennsylvania)," he neglected to note 
that the degree was honoraty. In fact he had no eamed degree at 
all and had ended his formal education just after his sc\ enteenth 
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birthday, having completed two years at New Windsor "CoUege." 
The course of instmction he completed there, he confessed a half-
centuty later, had less content than was offered in the high school 
that he by then headed. Nor was he a birthright Quaker as many 
thought, thouffh historically die SidweUs were a Quaker family. 
Reuben SidweD had abandoned die Friendly persuasion shordy after 
his marriage to Sarah Ann Smidi, a Mediodist, having "suflfered," 
as he once explained, **too many hard benches" in his youth. The 
doctor put no other observance in its place, and at his deadi was 
buried in the JohnsviUe Methodist churchyard. Thomas SidweU was 
accepted into membership of the Baltimore Monthly Meeting by 
convincemcnt—that is, by adult acceptance of Quaker tenet*—in 
1886, three years after the estabUshment of his nominaUy Quaker 
school. 

His identification with farm Ufe, moreover, was pardy acquired 
in later years, for Tommy SidweU's boyhood was not on the farm 
but in a town—a vcty smaU town, to ble sure—as thc doctor's son. 
The SidweU house still stands, a rambling log and shingle structure 
in thc center of JohnsviUe, across the road from one of thc town's 
two stores. Such actual form experience as young Tommy had was 
concentrated in two years during his middle teens when he lived 
eight miles away in New Windsor with his sister Alice Myers and 
her farmer husband and helped out on their farm whUe he was 
attending New Windsor College. 

It is difficult to imagine in diis worid of instant communica­
tion—of live television by sateUitc, of telephones, superhighways 
and jet airplanes—thc intense isolation of smaU American towns m 
the early and middle nineteenth cefttuty. For communities located 
away from navigable waterways or well-traveled post roads, travel 
was painful and slow, and the dehvcty of freight was a sometime 
thing. Typically what was for sale in local stores was either locally 
produced or was hauled by thc merchant with his own horse and 
wagon evcty mondi or two (if die roads were passable) from the 
nearest port or, increasingly at midccntuty, railway depot. 

Yet for good or ill the outside worid had a way of intruding. 
Some of Tonuny SidweU's earliest memories were ofthe Civil War, 
for two of its bloodiest batdes were fought within half a day's ride 
of his house. The Batde of the Antictam (more than 20,000 cas­
ualties) was fought thirty miles west of JohnsviUe in 1862, when 
Tommy was three, and the Batde of Gettysburg (more than 50,000 
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casualties) twenty-five mUes nordi in 1863, when he was four. The 
cxpcCTcd Batde of JohnsviUe never happened, but throughout thc 
war years stray soldiers, many of them deserters, bodi Federals and 
Confederates, drifted dirough the counttyside thereabouts. In later 
years SidweU recalled that his modier sometimes strapped a pistol 
to her side to protect herself from possible marauders. 

And dicn die war ended and Dr. SidweU did an extraordinaty 
thing: he abandoned the medical practice that he had been building 
up for more than fifteen years and moved his family to Oscaloosa, 
Iowa. Horace Greeley's famous advice in the post-CivU War era to 
"Go west, young man," may have been right for some, but for 
Reuben SidweU it was calamitous. Three years later die SidwcUs 
were back in JohnsviUe, where the doctor busied himself soodiing 
die wounded feelings of his neglected patients, and Sarah Sidwell 
foUowed after, pressing them torpaymcnt of neglected biUs diat 
her husband tended to be too diffldent to mention. 

Tommy had staned school in Oscaloosa. His teacher described 
the eight-year-old scholar as "too pert," to which, so one family 
stoty went, his fadier replied diat he wanted "a pen boy." It was 
said that when die teacher attempted to keep him after school. 
Tommy would make his escape through one of die schoolroom 
windows. When the SidweUs retumed to JohnsviUe, diere was no 
public school. Dr. SidweU awanged for Tommy and his brodicr 
Frank, three years his senior, to take classes with a local teacher 
called Repp who was mainly known for his elegant pcnnianship, a 
handwriting so refined that he was able to supplement his income 
by drawing up legal documents and other important papers for his 
neighbors. Young SidweU emulated his teacher's fonc, dei'eloping 
a Spencerian hand diat distinguished his written communication 
for die rest of his life. Not widiout vanity. Tommy was later to 
compare his penmanship favorably widi his wife's inteUcctual scrawl; 
Frances countered widi die argument diat her handwriting showed 
more "character." 

Repp's one-room school was conducted on Lancastrian prin­
ciples, a term diat meant diat die older pupils instructed die younger. 
The SidweU boys were among Repp's brighter pupils, and Sidwell 
family tradition later had it that the teacher often was reluctant to 
offer solutions to his own arithmetic problems without first checking 
the accuracy of his calculations widi one of die young Sidwells. In 
any case die boys soon exhausted what Repp had to offer, and in 
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The C l i n t o n f a m i l y dashed the hopes of many p u b l i c school advocates y e s t e r d a y 
by announcing t h a t daughter Chelsea w i l l a t t e n d S i d w e l l F r i e n d s , a h i g h l y 
r espected p r i v a t e school i n Washington. 

"As p a r e n t s , " t he f a m i l y s a i d i n a statement, "we b e l i e v e t h i s d e c i s i o n i s 
best f o r our daughter a t t h i s time i n her l i f e , based on our changing 
circumstances. " C l i n t o n ~ spoJcesmanjGeorge Stephanopoulos, sa i d _ t h e C l i r i t o n s were' 
\ e s p e " c i a l l y ^ e t r r a c t ^ d _ t ^ t H e ^ ' Q ^ sch^olj.s. chal.lenging_academic. stand_ards and' ~) 
l i t s requirement t h a t a l l s t u d e n t s be irvvolved i n conmunity s'erviceTy 

Stephanopoulos s a i d t he C l i n t o n s ' choice was not a r e j e c t i o n of the 
D i s t r i c t ' s p u b l i c s c h o o l s . B i l l and H i l l a r y C l i n t o n are known as s t r o n g 
proponents of p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n , and Chelsea, 12, has been a t t e n d i n g e i g h t h grade 
at a p u b l i c j u n i o r h i g h i n L i t t l e Rock, Ark. 

The f a m i l y ' s d e c i s i o n had been awaited w i t h g r e a t i n t e r e s t by s e v e r a l p u b l i c 
and p r i v a t e schools t h a t were considered t o be i n the r u n n i n g f o r a p r e s t i g i o u s 
a d d i t i o n t o t h e i r s t u d e n t r o s t e r . The choice took on symbolic importance t o c i t y 
school o f f i c i a l s who hoped t h e i r beleaguered e d u c a t i o n system would win an 
endorsement and t o p a r e n t s who must co n s i d e r s i m i l a r issues i n choosing schools 
f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

The 178 D.C. p u b l i c schools have taken a p a r t i c u l a r b e a t i n g i n the l a s t year 
w i t h the r e l e a s e of f i v e separate c r i t i c a l r e p o r t s . One c a l l e d t he school system 
"unstable and mismanaged" and s a i d c u r r i c u l u m p l a n n i n g i s poor. A f e d e r a l r e p o r t 
h i g h l i g h t e d D.C. schools as among those w i t h the h i g h e s t dropout r a t e s i n the 
cou n t r y . 

The D i s t r i c t ' s 17 h i g h schools had s i x N a t i o n a l M e r i t S c h o l a r s h i p 
s e m i f i n a l i s t s l a s t year. At a l l grade l e v e l s , r e a d i n g s k i l l s on the 
Comprehensive Test of Basic S k i l l s were below the n a t i o n a l norm l a s t s p r i n g ; and 
from e i g h t h t h r o u g h 12th grades, scores i n math, science and s o c i a l s t u d i e s a l s o 
were below the n a t i o n a l norm. 

P u b l i c school o f f i c i a l s wrote t o the C l i n t o n s u r g i n g them t o co n s i d e r a l o c a l 
p u b l i c school and e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s t o work w i t h the f a m i l y t o 
overcome any s p e c i a l problems the new p r e s i d e n t ' s daughter would face. 
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S i d w e l l Friends i s the o n l y school t h a t Chelsea v i s i t e d b e f o r e the C l i n t o n s ' 
d e c i s i o n was announced. She w i l l b e g i n a t t e n d i n g S i d w e l l a f t e r t he Jan. 20 
i n a u g u r a t i o n . 

Reactions y e s t e r d a y from p u b l i c school advocates l o c a l l y and n a t i o n a l l y 
ranged from acceptance t o anger. 

The d i r e c t o r of a l e a d i n g p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n c r i t i c i z e d the 
C l i n t o n s ' d e c i s i o n , c a l l i n g i t "an o p p o r t u n i t y missed." 

" I t ' s an u n f o r t u n a t e v o t e of no confidence i n urban p u b l i c s c h ools," s a i d 
Michael Casserly, i n t e r i m e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r of the Council of Great C i t y 
Schools, a c o a l i t i o n of 45 of the n a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t urban p u b l i c school systems. 

"For n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s who are so cognizant of the symbolism of t h e i r 
d e c i s i o n , i t seems t h a t t h i s choice would have been a good o p p o r t u n i t y t o send a 
s i g n a l t o the p u b l i c school community t h a t the p r e s i d e n t was anxious t o work 
w i t h them on the broadest and the most p e r s o n a l l e v e l . " 

For o t h e r e d u c a t i o n l e a d e r s , the d e c i s i o n has l i t t l e t o do w i t h C l i n t o n ' s 
views on p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n . 

" I would not even b e g i n t o second-guess what they d i d t o t r y t o do the best 
t h i n g f o r t h e i r daughter," s a i d K e i t h Geiger, p r e s i d e n t of the N a t i o n a l 
Education A s s o c i a t i o n . 

" I do separate t h e i r d e c i s i o n on where Chelsea goes t o school from a d e c i s i o n 
on whether one su p p o r t s p u b l i c t a x d o l l a r s going t o support p r i v a t e and 
p a r o c h i a l s c h o o l s , " Geiger s a i d . 

D.C. Super i n t e n d e n t F r a n k l i n L. Smith, school board P r e s i d e n t R. David H a l l 
and some o t h e r school board members s a i d they respect the C l i n t o n s ' choice t o do 
what i s best f o r t h e i r daughter and s a i d t h e i r choice does not r e f l e c t p o o r l y on 
the D.C. schools . 

But o t h e r board members and p a r e n t s of D.C. p u b l i c school s t u d e n t s expressed 
deep di s a p p o i n t m e n t . 

"This i s not an acc e p t a b l e d e c i s i o n , " s a i d Delabian Rice-Thurston, e x e c u t i v e 
d i r e c t o r of Parents U n i t e d , the c i t y ' s l a r g e s t p a r e n t s advocacy group. " I t goes 
a g a i n s t a l l the t h i n g s C l i n t o n s a i d i n support of p u b l i c schools. 

"My son a t Deal J u n i o r High i s g e t t i n g a good e d u c a t i o n i n D.C. p u b l i c 
schools," she s a i d . " I don't t h i n k I ' l l v o t e f o r C l i n t o n next time around." 

School board member Sandra B u t l e r - T r u e s d a l e (Ward 4) s a i d : " I t would have 
boosted the morale o f educators i n t h i s c i t y . I t would have made such a b i g 
d i f f e r e n c e i n the way e d u c a t i o n i s d e l i v e r e d . I wish he had chosen a p u b l i c 
school l i k e Jimmy C a r t e r d i d . " 

Amy C a r t e r was t h e l a s t c h i l d of a p r e s i d e n t t o go t o a D.C. p u b l i c school 
and the f i r s t t o do so i n 71 years. Vice P r e s i d e n t Quayle's two sons a t t e n d 
Gonzaga College High School, an independent C a t h o l i c s c h o o l . His daughter goes 
t o N a t i o n a l C a t h e d r a l School f o r g i r l s . 
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Gary Geiger, p r i n c i p a l of Franc i s School, the p u b l i c j u n i o r h i g h nearest t he 
White House, s a i d h i s s t u d e n t s had been e x c i t e d about the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t 
Chelsea would a t t e n d t h e i r school. 

"We're j u s t d i s a p p o i n t e d , " Geiger s a i d . "That's a l l . Let's l e t i t d i e . " 

Chelsea t o u r e d the s p r a w l i n g S i d w e l l Friends campus w i t h her mother and a 
Secret S e r v i c e d e t a i l on Sunday. The campus, near the Tenleytown Metro s t o p , has 
th r e e a t h l e t i c f i e l d s , e i g h t t e n n i s c o u r t s , two gymnasiums and a s i x - l a n e t r a c k . 

T u i t i o n i s $ 10,400 f o r the middle school, which Chelsea w i l l a t t e n d . The 
middle school has 324 s t u d e n t s . The e n t i r e s c hool, k i n d e r g a r t e n t h r o u g h 12th 
grade, has 1,030 s t u d e n t s . Seventeen per c e n t of them are b l a c k , 7 pe r c e n t are 
Asian and 3 pe r c e n t are L a t i n o . 

S i d w e l l p a r e n t s i n t e r v i e w e d y e s t e r d a y l a v i s h e d p r a i s e on t h e i r s c h o o l , which 
they and t h e i r c h i l d r e n d e s c r i b e d as open, d i v e r s e , s p i r i t e d , h i g h l y s e l e c t i v e 
and l o w - p r o f i l e . They a l s o gave h i g h marks t o the a t h l e t i c program f o r g i r l s . 

"There i s so much a t S i d w e l l t h a t you don't f i n d elsewhere," s a i d JoAnn 
Coleman, whose daughter i s a s e n i o r . " I was amazed a t what they o f f e r e d . For 
example, they have a wo n d e r f u l program i n Chinese. Last year, my daughter took a 
course on the Vietnam War." 

" I j u s t can't speak enough about how g r e a t a place i t i s , " s a i d Coleman's 
daughter, Casey, 17, e d i t o r o f the yearbook, p r e s i d e n t of Model U.N. and 
p r e s i d e n t of the A t h l e t i c A s s o c i a t i o n . "The teachers are amazing. And you have 
the freedom a t S i d w e l l t o speak your mind." 

Vrhe_Clintons - s a i d _they_ a 1 so_ were_attra^e"d2b"y_"CKe f eqililfetn^ 11,' s . 
^p'per_sc_hoqir^ffiae"'ari ~s "perf orfiT^^'minilrium o f 3 0 "hours o f 'communj.ty_^ 
s e r v i c e , a requirement s i m i l a r t o t h a t a t o t h e r i o c a l ' p j b l T c f and p r i v a t e High 
rscfiooTsT) 

S t a f f w r i t e r Dan Balz c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s r e p o r t . 
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J o u r n a l i s t s u s u a l l y s t r i v e t o separate t h e i r p e r s o n a l l i v e s from t h e i r work, 
but t h a t has proved a l l but i m p o s s i b l e on the g r e a t S i d w e l l Friends c o n t r o v e r s y . 

The p u n d i t s who have been chewing over P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t C l i n t o n ' s d e c i s i o n t o 
send h i s daughter, Chelsea, t o the $ 10,000-a-year p r i v a t e school seem t o f a l l 
i n t o two camps: S i d w e l l p a r e n t s and non-Sid w e l l p a r e n t s . And S i d w e l l p a r e n t s 
i n v a r i a b l y p o r t r a y C l i n t o n ' s move i n sympathetic terms. 

Newsweek r e p o r t e r Howard Fineman, whose daughter i s i n k i n d e r g a r t e n a t 
S i d w e l l , went a step f u r t h e r . At the Renaissance Weekend extravaganza, he 
l o b b i e d the C l i n t o n s t o choose S i d w e l l f o r t h e i r daughter. 

The airwaves, meanwhile, have been f i l l e d w i t h d i s c l a i m e r s . On the 
"MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour," commentator Mark S h i e l d s , who defended C l i n t o n ' s 
d e c i s i o n , s a i d : "Let me j u s t t e l l you about F r i e n d s . I don't p r e t e n d t o be 
o b j e c t i v e . I have a daughter who graduated from t h a t s c h o o l . " He i n s i s t e d 
S i d w e l l i s "not a p a r k i n g l o t f u l l of BMWs" and i s "27 perce n t m i n o r i t y . " 

Co-anchor Jim Lehrer q u i c k l y added: " I a l s o had t h r e e daughters who went t o 
school t h e r e , and Judy [ W o o d r u f f ] ' s c h i l d r e n go t h e r e as w e l l , j u s t f o r the 
r e c o r d . " 

On CNN's " C a p i t a l Gang," A l b e r t Hunt, Washington bureau c h i e f of the Wall 
S t r e e t J o u r n a l (and Woodruff's husband), t o l d viewers t h a t "my two sons go t o 
S i d w e l l F r i e n d s . " Hunt s a i d t h i s week t h a t the Chelsea f l a p " i s s i m p l y a p r i v a t e 
matter. I t ' s p e r f e c t l y l e g i t i m a t e t o c r i t i c i z e B i l l C l i n t o n on e d u c a t i o n , but 
don't drag h i s 1 2 - y e a r - o l d k i d i n t o i t . " 

On " I n s i d e Washington," c o l u m n i s t C a r l Rowan defended S i d w e l l as bei n g 
r a c i a l l y d i v e r s e . "And l e t me i n t o t a l honesty t e l l you, I know about t h i s 
school because I've got t h r e e g r a n d c h i l d r e n t h e r e , " he s a i d . 

Newsweek's Eleanor C l i f t has l e d the non-Si d w e l l b r i g a d e . She s a i d on the 
"McLaughlin Group" t h a t " t h e r e are some good [ p u b l i c ] schools here" and t h a t 
C l i n t o n was a c t i n g l i k e a " l i m o u s i n e l i b e r a l . " 

C l i f t ' s t h r e e c h i l d r e n have att e n d e d Woodrow Wilson High School i n Northwest 
Washington. 
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" I t hink j o u r n a l i s t s can't r e a l l y go a f t e r Clinton f o r being a hypocrite when 
they've got t h e i r own kids i n p r i v a t e schools," C l i f t said i n an interview. " I n 
many ways we are a world apart." 

As f o r buttonholing Clinton, Fineman said: " I w i l l admit that both my wife 
and I shamelessly lobbied B i l l Clinton and H i l l a r y Clinton at separate moments, 
singing the praises of Sidwell. ... Was I using the opportunity of being at 
Renaissance Weekend t o t r y to do something f o r Sidwell? Yes, I plead g u i l t y to 
doing t h a t . But I don't t h i n k i t compromised me j o u r n a l i s t i c a l l y . " 

Sidwell parents at The Washington Post include Publisher Donald Graham, 
Managing Editor Robert Kaiser and Assistant Managing Editor Bob Woodward. The 
New York Times l a s t week l i s t e d Graham, Hunt, Woodruff and ABC's David Brinkley 
as media heavyweights whose o f f s p r i n g have attended Sidwell. The Times somehow 
managed to omit i t s own deputy bureau chief, P h i l i p Taubman (now deputy national 
e d i t o r ) , and Kathy Sulzberger (daughter of Times Co. Chairman Arthur Ochs 
Sulzberger), whose c h i l d r e n attend the school and who s i t s on the Sidwell board. 

Coming next week: Reporters who cover Attorney General nominee Zoe Baird and 
have i l l e g a l aliens as babys i t t e r s . 

Golfing Buddies 

The question of whether some media types are g e t t i n g too cozy with B i l l 
Clinton i s perhaps best examined on the g o l f course. 

Richard Kaplan, executive producer of ABC's "PrimeTime Live," played g o l f 
with the president-elect i n L i t t l e Rock l a s t weekend. He also took i n a movie 
with B i l l and H i l l a r y . 

Not c o i n c i d e n t a l l y , Kaplan snagged Clinton f o r an appearance on "PrimeTime 
Live" l a s t night, his f i r s t p o st-election TV interview. Kaplan has known Clinton 
f o r years; they spent one night playing cards during the New York primary. 

Kaplan d i d not r e t u r n phone c a l l s , but ABC spokeswoman Rena Terracuso said he 
"i s spending as much time as possible with the Clintons so he can get t h e i r 
input f o r the show. I t ' s s o c i a l and business mixed together." She acknowledged, 
however, that no camera crew was present during the 18 holes of g o l f . 

President Bush often took reporters jogging or f i s h i n g or played horseshoes 
with them, but g o l f seems to be the preferred i n v i t a t i o n f o r Clinton. Time 
columnist Michael Kramer played a round with Clinton l a s t month; he says he was 
working on the magazine's Man of the Year story. "I'm not a g o l f i n g buddy of 
his , " Kramer says. "There were things we wanted to go over f o r the a r t i c l e . " 

Correction of the Month 

"The appearance of h a i r on the head of Charlie Brown i n the comic s t r i p 
Peanuts Monday and yesterday was the r e s u l t of unauthorized a l t e r i n g of the 
s t r i p . " -- Newsday, Dec. 30 
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H i l l a r y C l i n t o n and Laura Anthony are former c o l l e g e classmates, women who 
came of age i n the '60s and are devoted t o c h i l d r e n i n the '90s. But t h i s month, 
the two s p l i t -- as many o t h e r w i s e l i k e - m i n d e d people d i d across the c o u n t r y --
on one of the most i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n s p a r e n t s make: where t o send t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n t o s c h o o l . 

C l i n t o n decided t o e n r o l l her 12-year-old a t S i d w e l l Friends School, an 
expensive, p r i v a t e school i n the Tenleytown area of Northwest Washington. 

Anthony chose i n s t e a d f o r her 12-year-old A l i c e Deal J u n i o r High, the more 
d i v e r s e p u b l i c school a m i l e away. 

"Deal, i s a r e a l microcosm of the n a t i o n , " s a i d Anthony, an aide t o a D.C. 
school board member. "There are k i d s from a l l income l e v e l s and a l l 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s . " 

More than a week a f t e r the C l i n t o n s announced Chelsea would be going t o 
S i d w e l l , the debate c o n t i n u e s about t h e i r d e c i s i o n t o go p r i v a t e . Some argue i t 
makes C l i n t o n , a p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n advocate, a h y p o c r i t e . They say the Democrat 
t u r n e d h i s back on one of the best schools i n the c i t y , one even George Bush 
v i s i t e d l a s t year t o commend. 

Others say t h i s whole m a t t e r i s nobody's business. 

I n i n t e r v i e w s l a s t week. D i s t r i c t p a r e n t s and l o c a l and n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s s a i d 
the reason the Chelsea school issue s t a y s a l i v e -- even former p r e s i d e n t Jimmy 
C a r t e r weighed i n , s a y i n g he was " d i s a p p o i n t e d " -- i s t h a t never b e f o r e has 
th e r e been such concern over the n a t i o n ' s p u b l i c school system. 

The cost of p r i v a t e school -- S i d w e l l Friends's t u i t i o n i s more than $ 10,000 
-- takes i t out of reach of m i l l i o n s of Americans. N a t i o n a l l y , l e s s than 12 
percent of the 46 m i l l i o n s c h o o l c h i l d r e n a t t e n d p r i v a t e schools. 

But i n the n a t i o n ' s c i t i e s , where the concern about p u b l i c school q u a l i t y and 
v i o l e n c e i s g r e a t e s t , many p a r e n t s are p a r t i c u l a r l y upset and t o r n about the 
d e c i s i o n of p u b l i c versus p r i v a t e . Many si m p l y leave f o r the suburbs and send 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o p u b l i c schools t h e r e , and o t h e r s send t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o the 
r i s i n g number of p r i v a t e schools i n many i n n e r c i t i e s . 
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C l e a r l y , many D i s t r i c t p a r e n t s who can a f f o r d i t opt out of the p u b l i c 
schools: A l t h o u g h 30 p e r c e n t of the D i s t r i c t ' s p o p u l a t i o n i s w h i t e , o n l y 4 
percent of the s c h o o l c h i l d r e n are. A l s o , many of the c i t y ' s C a t h o l i c schools are 
f i l l e d w i t h n o n - C a t h o l i c , m i d d l e - c l a s s b l a c k s t u d e n t s seeking t o escape what 
t h e i r p a r e n t s see as bad or unsafe p u b l i c schools. 

"The reason everyone i s t a l k i n g about t h i s , " s a i d Peter R e l i c , p r e s i d e n t of 
the N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Independent Schools, i s t h a t t h e r e i s unprecedented 
concern about the inadequacy of the p u b l i c schools. 

For some, the C l i n t o n s ' d e c i s i o n assuaged the l i b e r a l g u i l t some p a r e n t s f e e l 
a t abandoning the p u b l i c schools. 

. " I do t h i n k t h i s makes i t e a s i e r f o r o t h e r people t o f o l l o w a s i m i l a r p a t h , " 
s a i d Michael Casserly, the i n t e r i m e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r of the Co u n c i l of the 
Great C i t y Schools, which r e p r e s e n t s the l a r g e s t urban school systems. " I t h i n k 
i t makes i t e a s i e r f o r people [who can a f f o r d p r i v a t e schools] t o not become 
i n v o l v e d i n p u b l i c s c h o o l s . " 

L i k e w i s e , many p u b l i c school advocates have argued t h a t because so many of 
those i n p o s i t i o n s of power e n r o l l t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n p r i v a t e schools -- from 
Mayor Sharon P r a t t K e l l y and Jesse L. Jackson t o the media and business e l i t e --
they don't f e e l o r a c t w i t h urgency t o improve p u b l i c schools. 

A Washington Post survey a l s o found l a s t year t h a t not a s i n g l e f e d e r a l 
o f f i c i a l charged w i t h making e d u c a t i o n p o l i c y had e n r o l l e d h i s or her c h i l d i n a 
D.C. p u b l i c s c h o o l . 

Outgoing S e c r e t a r y Lamar Alexander s a i d Chelsea C l i n t o n w i l l be t a k i n g the 
spot a t S i d w e l l t h a t h i s son. W i l l , i s j u s t l e a v i n g . I r o n i c a l l y , he s a i d , the 
Democrat "helps make the p o i n t " of Republicans who support p r i v a t e school 
"choice," the p l a n t o g i v e p a r e n t s government a s s i s t a n c e f o r p r i v a t e school 
t u i t i o n . . C l i n t o n has opposed the p l a n , s a y i n g i t would d r a i n b a d l y needed money 
from p u b l i c s c h o o l s . 

There i s o f t e n no c o n t e s t between the f a c i l i t i e s and resources of urban 
p u b l i c schools and the best p r i v a t e schools. S i d w e l l , f o r i n s t a n c e , o f f e r s 
s m a l l e r c l a s s e s , t e a c h e r s w i t h more advanced degrees, and b e t t e r a t h l e t i c 
f a c i l i t i e s t h an Deal. S i d w e l l e n r o l l s p r e s c h o o l e r s t h r o u g h h i g h school s e n i o r s 
and i s s p l i t i n t o two campuses, one i n Bethesda and the o t h e r i n the D i s t r i c t , 
which Chelsea w i l l a t t e n d . Deal i s e x c l u s i v e l y f o r seventh-, e i g h t h - and 
n i n t h - g r a d e r s . 

Deal i s the most d i v e r s e j u n i o r h i g h school i n the c i t y : H a l f the s t u d e n t s 
are b l a c k , 23 p e r c e n t w h i t e , 20 percent L a t i n o and 5 percent Asian. 

S i d w e l l i s 73 p e r c e n t w h i t e , 17 percent b l a c k , 7 perc e n t Asian and 3 perc e n t 

L a t i n o . 

The Quaker school a l s o has the l u x u r y of l e s s bureaucracy and The p u b l i c 
versus p r i v a t e school d e c i s i o n i s the source of much "middle-class angst. 
Parents are r e a l l y t o r n about t h i s . " 

-- Michael Tubbs 
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more c o n t r o l of i t s c u r r i c u l u m . S i d w e l l , f o r i n s t a n c e , has decided emphasis 
on t e a c h i n g v a l u e s and i n c l u d e s a weekly " s i l e n t Meeting f o r Worship." U n l i k e 
Deal, where p a r e n t s worry about c i t y budget cuts and the unexpected f u r l o u g h i n g 
of t e a c h e r s , S i d w e l l has f a r more money f o r s t u d e n t s ' o v e r n i g h t t r i p s and 
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s . 

" I n a p r i v a t e s c h o o l , t h e r e i s a l o t of n u r t u r i n g , " s a i d Karen F l e i s h e r , a 
D i s t r i c t mother who has sent c h i l d r e n t o b o t h p u b l i c and p r i v a t e schools. " I t 
r e a l l y depends on the c h i l d and what they need." 

Her o l d e r son, Ruben, a t t e n d e d the p r i v a t e Georgetown Day School and i s now a 
freshman a t Wesleyan U n i v e r s i t y i n C o n n e c t i c u t , and "he f e l t i t r e a l l y prepared 
him f o r c o l l e g e . " 

But she s a i d Ruben f e l t he missed out on the d i v e r s i t y of Deal, where h i s 
younger b r o t h e r , Lucas, was student body p r e s i d e n t l a s t year. 

"We l i k e d the f e e l i n g of Deal," s a i d F l e i s h e r , a Maryland p u b l i c school 
l i b r a r i a n . "There are k i d s from a l l over Washington going t o school t o g e t h e r and 
g e t t i n g a l o n g . " 

F l e i s h e r s a i d , "There i s not a p e r f e c t choice . . . . You g i v e up something 
at each s c h o o l . " 

Michael Tubbs, a C a p i t o l H i l l r e a l e s t a t e agent, s a i d the school d e c i s i o n i s 
the source of much " m i d d l e - c l a s s angst. Parents are r e a l l y t o r n about t h i s . " 

Tubbs s a i d he sees a p a t t e r n as he t a l k s t o m i d d l e - c l a s s f a m i l i e s , b o t h b l a c k 
and w h i t e . They move i n t o an i n t e g r a t e d neighborhood such as C a p i t o l H i l l and 
want t o expose t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o a broad range of s t u d e n t s . 

But as the c h i l d g e ts o l d e r , t h e y o f t e n g i v e up on the v i r t u e of d i v e r s i t y 
when they weigh the academic r i g o r and t e s t scores of the neighborhood p u b l i c 
school. 

S t i l l , t h e r e are i s l a n d s of e x c e l l e n c e w i t h i n the urban school systems. 

But even a t Deal, which has a s t r o n g p r i n c i p a l , h i g h l y i n v o l v e d p a r e n t s , and 
the best j u n i o r h i g h t e s t scores i n the c i t y , p a r e n t s o f t e n f e e l d e f e n s i v e when 
t a l k i n g t o f r i e n d s who choose the p r i v a t e r o u t e . 

"Deal gets a bum r a p , " s a i d Betsy C h o t i n , d i r e c t o r of s t a f f development a t 
the Washington Lawyers Committee f o r C i v i l R i g hts and mother of a Deal graduate. 
" I have t o e x p l a i n i t a l o t , which f r u s t r a t e s me." 

B i l l C l i n t o n , who d u r i n g the campaign t o u t e d the f a c t t h a t h i s daughter 
attended an i n t e g r a t e d p u b l i c school i n L i t t l e Rock, s a i d t h i s week about the 
s w i t c h t o p r i v a t e s c h o o l : " I d i d what I thought was best f o r my daughter." 

H i l l a r y C l i n t o n e l a b o r a t e d t h a t i f her husband had been coming t o Washington 
f o r "any o t h e r p o s i t i o n " than p r e s i d e n t , t h e i r d e c i s i o n might have been 
d i f f e r e n t . 

Her o l d c o l l e g e classmate, Laura Anthony, s a i d she wished i t were. But she 
added, "I'm g l a d f o r the debate t h i s has s t i r r e d up." 
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT t h a t t he C l i n t o n s ' daughter, Chelsea, w i l l a t t e n d p r i v a t e 
school i n the D i s t r i c t was i n s t a n t l y c o n s t r u e d as a vote of no confidence i n 
p u b l i c schools g e n e r a l l y and i n those of the D i s t r i c t i n p a r t i c u l a r . The 
b a l l o t ' s i n , many seemed t o be say i n g . The C l i n t o n s p r i v a t e l y r e j e c t e d the v e r y 
p u b l i c schools t h e y so p a s s i o n a t e l y p r o f e s s a l l e g i a n c e t o . Some i n the press 
corps, a t t e m p t i n g t o d e c o n s t r u c t a t e r s e statement on the d e c i s i o n t o send the 
young g i r l t o S i d w e l l F r i e n d s , spent the b e t t e r p a r t of Tuesday's b r i e f i n g 
a s k i n g: How t r u l y committed t o p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n can the p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t p o s s i b l y 
be? 

We don't t h i n k t h i s event i s or was about Mr. C l i n t o n ' s e d u c a t i o n a l p o l i c y . A 
few p u b l i c and p r i v a t e schools were canvassed by the C l i n t o n f a m i l y . T h e i r 
o b j e c t i v e was t o f i n d t he pl a c e where Chelsea C l i n t o n -- soon t o be a h e a v i l y 
p r o t e c t e d , watched, covered and o t h e r w i s e a f f e c t e d p r e s i d e n t i a l c h i l d -- might 
have the best chance of m a i n t a i n i n g a t l e a s t a degree of p r i v a c y and n o r m a l i t y 
i n her d a i l y s chool l i f e . P r e s i d e n t i a l a c t i o n s are r e g u l a r l y read f o r symbolism. 
But t h i s wasn't a d e c i s i o n about where t o p l a y g o l f ; i t was a d e c i s i o n about 
s c h o o l i n g a 12 - y e a r - o l d c h i l d who f o r the next f o u r years must l i v e , a t be s t , i n 
h i g h l y unusual, not t o say abnormal circumstances. There were f i e r c e a t t e m p t s t o 
pr y a l l s o r t s of embedded messages from the e x p l i c i t one: "As pa r e n t s we b e l i e v e 
t h i s d e c i s i o n i s best f o r our daughter a t t h i s time . . . ," s a i d t he C l i n t o n s . 
Mr. C l i n t o n , so o f t e n accused of bending l i k e a reed w i t h the p r e v a i l i n g 
p o l i t i c a l winds on t h i s q u e s t i o n c l e a r l y put p o l i t i c s a s i d e . No doubt h i s 
daughter, j u s t coming out of L i t t l e Rock's p u b l i c schools, had something t o say 
about what k i n d of h i g h school she'd l i k e t o a t t e n d . 

The rap, of course, i s t h a t the C l i n t o n s are e x e r c i s i n g a choice o t h e r 
p a r e n t s cannot e x e r c i s e . That's the wicked t r u t h . The C l i n t o n s , l i k e o t h e r 
f a m i l i e s of means, can choose among houses and d o c t o r s and schools and much 
e l s e . The poor are more l i m i t e d i n t h e i r choices, which i s a l l the more reason, 
as spokesman George Stephanopoulos p o i n t e d o u t , t o make sure the c o u n t r y ' s 
p u b l i c schools r e c e i v e the f e d e r a l government's scarce resources. That's what 
"choice," as a p o l i t i c a l i s s u e , i s about: the d i v e r s i o n of p u b l i c funds t o 
p r i v a t e and p a r o c h i a l schools, which Mr. C l i n t o n opposes. He f a v o r s i n s t e a d 
working toward g r e a t e r e q u a l i t y and expansion of e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y i n the 
p u b l i c schools. T h i s i s a l e g i t i m a t e issue t h a t deserves p u b l i c debate, but i t 
i s separate from the v e r y s p e c i a l circumstances a f f e c t i n g a White House c h i l d . 


