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The Washington Times 

June 24, 1997, Tuesday, Final E d i t i o n 

SECTION: Part A; NATION; Pg. A4 

LENGTH: 6 67 words 

HEADLINE: NAACP to a i r disputes over mandatory busing; 
I n t e r n a l dissent, previously quashed, now open 

BYLINE: Ralph Z. Hallow; THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

BODY: 

The National Association f o r the Advancement of Colored People, i n a 
h i s t o r i c move, w i l l permit the public a i r i n g of i t s long-simmering i n t e r n a l 
doubts about forced busing. President Kweisi Mfume said yesterday. 

The organization w i l l formally debate the issue at the NAACP national 
convention i n Pittsburgh next month, Mr. Mfume t o l d The Washington Times. 

"We believe a dialogue and discussion i n Pittsburgh on forced busing does 
not change our course," Mr. Mfume said, but added, "Busing i s but one t o o l to 
achieve desegregation of the public schools. Housing, new-school construction, 
magnet schools and gifted-and-talented programs are among the others." 

" I f you have a predominately black school system, then forced busing i s not 
the issue, but whether we can get enough resources i n t o i t to make sure there i s 
equal opportunity," Mr. Mfume said. 

NAACP Chairman Myrlie Evers-Williams expects the delegates to vote on 
whether to change the 88-year-old organization's advocacy of public-school 
i n t e g r a t i o n . 

Michael Meyers, a former assistant national d i r e c t o r of the NAACP, said no 
issue as important as t h i s one i s permitted to come to the f l o o r f o r open debate 
unless the leadership wants to change p o l i c y . 

Mr. Meyers c a l l e d the move a se l l o u t of i n t e g r a t i o n i s t p r i n c i p l e s on which 
the c i v i l r i g h t s organization was founded. 

"The leadership of the NAACP has capitulated to the forces of black 
nationalism and black separatism," said Mr. Meyers, who now heads the New York 
C i v i l Rights C o a l i t i o n . " I t has been occurring p r i v a t e l y behind closed doors 
fo r years. This breaks i t wide open now. They'll vote to change i t i n 
Pittsburgh. I t ' s a f a i t accompli." 

Mr. Mfume vehemently disagreed, saying, " I t ' s d e f i n i t e l y not a f a i t 
accompli. The NAACP stands by i t s founding p r i n c i p l e s of a single, integrated 
society f o r a l l of America. 
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"We b e l i e v e we can s t i l l support i n t e g r a t i v e p o l i c i e s and a t the same time 
f i g h t t o guarantee e d u c a t i o n a l q u a l i t y f o r stu d e n t s w i t h i n the p u b l i c schools. 
P u b l i c s h i f t s i n a t t i t u d e s on race and changing demographics p e r i o d i c a l l y 
r e q u i r e a c a r e f u l r e v i e w of p o l i c i e s and p o s i t i o n s i n an e f f o r t t o measure t h e i r 
e f f e c t versus t h e i r i n t e n t . " 

U n t i l now, the NAACP has not p e r m i t t e d i n t e r n a l d i s s e n t on s e g r e g a t i o n t o 
sur f a c e w i t h o u t r e c r i m i n a t i o n . Over the l a s t two years, the group has dismissed 
a branch p r e s i d e n t i n New Jersey and another i n New York f o r p u b l i c l y 
q u e s t i o n i n g the u t i l i t y of busin g t o achieve i n t e g r a t i o n . 

Asked i f t h e r e would be more such d i s m i s s a l s , Mr. Mfume s a i d , " I t h i n k you 
w i l l see a g r e a t d e a l more t o l e r a n c e w i t h respect t o a divergence of o p i n i o n . 
Every p o s s i b l e f u t u r e s i t u a t i o n should be measured case by case and judged on 
i t s m e r i t s . " 

Opponents of f o r c e d b u s i n g say i t has harmed b l a c k and wh i t e communities, 
causing "white f l i g h t " t o the suburbs and l e a v i n g many i n n e r c i t i e s 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y b l a c k w i t h fewer j o b o p p o r t u n i t i e s . Meanwhile, the e d u c a t i o n a l 
performance and s a f e t y of i n n e r - c i t y p u b l i c schools have d e c l i n e d p r e c i p i t o u s l y . 

"The NAACP would be smart t o end i t s support of f o r c e d busing because i t 
would show the NAACP i s i n touch w i t h the t r u e f e e l i n g s of the b l a c k community," 
s a i d W i l l i a m Keyes, a b l a c k c r i t i c of f o r c e d busing who was a s e n i o r p o l i c y 
a d v i s e r i n the Reagan White house. 

"For more t h a n 25 years, most b l a c k people have known t h a t the best way t o 
educate t h e i r c h i l d r e n i s i n schools w i t h i n t he community where a support system 
e x i s t s , " Mr. Keyes s a i d . "The o n l y t h i n g busing has done i s take the k i d s away 
from t h e i r n a t u r a l support system." 

Mr. Meyers said the NAACP had stopped bringing school desegregation suits 
some time ago because, the group claimed, it was broke. 

Mr. Meyers s a i d the l a s t t h r e e NAACP chairmen have sought t o reverse t he 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s d w i n d l i n g membership and resources by t r y i n g t o a t t r a c t young 
bl a c k s who were not a l i v e d u r i n g the c i v i l - r i g h t s movement and who i d e n t i f y w i t h 
b l a c k s e p a r a t i s t p h i l o s o p h i e s and l e a d e r s . 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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C o p y r i g h t 19 97 The New York Times Company 
The New York Times 

June 25, 1997, Wednesday, Late E d i t i o n - F i n a l 

SECTION: S e c t i o n A; Page 19; Column 1; E d i t o r i a l Desk 

LENGTH: 57 0 words 

HEADLINE: Saving the N.A.A.C.P.'s Soul 

BYLINE: By Denton L. Watson; Denton L. Watson, a former p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s 
d i r e c t o r f o r the N.A.A.C.P., i s author of "Lion i n the Lobby, Clarence M i t c h e l l 
J r . ' s S t r u g g l e f o r the Passage of C i v i l R i g h t s Laws." 

DATELINE: FREEPORT, N.Y. 

BODY: 

Tw e n t y - f i v e years ago, when the N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the Advancement of 
Colored People was a t i t s i n f l u e n t i a l peak, i t s l e a d e r s looked f o r w a r d t o the 
day when the U n i t e d S t a t e s would no lo n g e r need an N.A.A.C.P. The n a t i o n ' s 
endemic racism c l e a r l y shows t h a t t h a t day i s f a r away. Yet the o r g a n i z a t i o n i s 
now t a l k i n g of abandoning the f i g h t f o r i n t e g r a t i o n of p u b l i c schools t h a t had 
d e f i n e d i t s v e r y s o u l . 

M y r l i e E v e r s - W i l l i a m s , the group's chairwoman, r e c e n t l y s a i d t h a t she 
expected d e l e g a t e s t o the N.A.A.C.P. con v e n t i o n next month i n P i t t s b u r g h t o 
cons i d e r m o d i f y i n g the o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s stand on i n t e g r a t i o n . Kweisi Mfume, the 
group's p r e s i d e n t , t r i e d t o s o f t e n those comments y e s t e r d a y by sa y i n g t he 
N.A.A.C.P. remained committed t o an i n t e g r a t e d s o c i e t y . But h i s statement o n l y 
confirmed the c o n f u s i o n on the i s s u e . Ms. Evers-Williams's comment i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t she i s w i l l i n g t o accept the n o t i o n t h a t many b l a c k Americans are, l i k e t he 
b i b l i c a l I s r a e l i t e s , t i r e d o f the s t r u g g l e f o r freedom. 

D i s i l l u s i o n e d w i t h i n t e g r a t i o n i n p u b l i c schools and overwhelmed by the 
c o n s e r v a t i v e o n s l a u g h t on l i b e r a l s o c i a l p o l i c i e s , some African-Americans are 
ready t o r e v e r t t o th e s e p a r a t e - b u t - e q u a l d o c t r i n e t h a t u n t i l 1954 gave 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s a n c t i o n t o second-class c i t i z e n s h i p f o r the race. 

Such a seis m i c change i n the N.A.A.C.P.'s p o l i c y not o n l y would change the 
c o n s t r u c t i v e n a t u r e of the o r g a n i z a t i o n but a l s o would d e p r i v e the n a t i o n of i t s 
best hope f o r m o b i l i z i n g p o l i t i c a l pressure t o a t t a c k problems t h a t c o n t i n u e t o 
d e s t r o y the l i v e s of many Afric a n - A m e r i c a n s . 

The N.A.A.C.P. needs t o l e a r n from i t s own h i s t o r y . 

I n the 1930's, f o r example, when Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois, a founder of the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , s h i f t e d from a d v o c a t i n g i n t e g r a t i o n t o embracing s e l f - s e g r e g a t i o n 
f o r b l a c k s because t h e N.A.A.C.P. was en c o u n t e r i n g f i e r c e o p p o s i t i o n t o i t s 
p o l i c i e s , W a l t e r White, the group's e x e c u t i v e s e c r e t a r y , p r o m p t l y b l o c k e d h i s 
e f f o r t s and f o r c e d h i s r e s i g n a t i o n . About the same time. White a l s o defused t he 
demands by b l a c k i n t e l l e c t u a l s t h a t the o r g a n i z a t i o n abandon i t s a n t i - l y n c h i n g 
and o t h e r l e g a l campaigns and i n s t e a d make economic development f o r b l a c k s a 
p r i o r i t y . 
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Twenty years l a t e r the Supreme Court resoundingly vindicated White's v i s i o n 
i n Brown v. Board of Education. That decision, i n turn, made i t possible f o r the 
N.A.A.C.P. to lead the f i g h t f o r c i v i l r i g h t s laws -- laws that have benefited 
those same African-Americans who now want the organization to abandon i t s t r i e d 
and tested course. 

The problem that has caused so many blacks to be so cynical about the 
nation's commitment t o f u l l e q uality i s the N.A.A.C.P.'s i n a b i l i t y to develop 
new programs t o combat systemic di s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

Clarence M i t c h e l l J r . , the l a t e d i r e c t o r of the N.A.A.C.P.'s Washington 
bureau, warned i n 1977 that the c i v i l r i g h t s b a t t l e f r o n t had s h i f t e d from the 
South to the North. And, he said, "some of those who were with us before now 
real i z e the problem i s on t h e i r doorstep, and they are becoming s e l f i s h . " 

The i n c i p i e n t white backlash that so worried Mr. M i t c h e l l and others has now 
mushroomed i n t o a conservative counter-revolution. Rather than running from the 
new challenges, however, the N.A.A.C.P. needs to r e a f f i r m the h i s t o r i c a l wisdom 
of those l i k e Medgar Evers, Ms. Evers-Williams's l a t e husband, i n pursuing the 
long and b i t t e r struggle t o give America a t r u l y integrated and bett e r society. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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C o p y r i g h t 1997 News & Record (Greensboro, NC) 

News & Record (Greensboro, NC) 

J u l y 1, 1997, Tuesday, ALL EDITIONS 

SECTION: EDITORIAL, Pg. A6 

LENGTH: 42 8 words 

HEADLINE: A GOOD EDUCATION IS A STUDENT'S RIGHT 

BYLINE: BY LORETTA GREEN; Knight Ridder Newspapers 

BODY: 

True or f a l s e ? 

The segregated school I at t e n d e d was b e t t e r than an i n t e g r a t e d s c h o o l . 

The segregated school was worse than an i n t e g r a t e d s c h o o l . 

The answer t o b o t h i s ' ' t r u e ' ' - and f a l s e . No one can f a i l the q u e s t i o n s 
because the r e a l i t y i s t h a t t h e r e were both good and bad aspects of bei n g i n a 
r a c i a l l y segregated s c h o o l . 

I hated opening my worn t e x t b o o k i n the f a l l and seeing t h a t i t was a d i s c a r d 
from the ' ' w h i t e ' ' schools. 

But I lo v e d s i n g i n g ''No H i d i n g Place'' f o r the c l a s s and knowing everyone 
t h e r e knew i t . 

Now the NAACP has a t i g e r by the t a i l as i t grapple s w i t h the idea of 
abandoning i t s l o n g - s t a n d i n g commitment t o school i n t e g r a t i o n . 

The NAACP may w e l l have been caught i n a time warp of the o l d Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka school d e s e g r e g a t i o n case i n which the U.S. Supreme Court 
r u l e d t h a t ' ' i n t h e f i e l d o f e d u c a t i o n the d o c t r i n e of 'separate but equal' has 
no p l a c e ' ' because segregated f a c i l i t i e s were found t o be i n h e r e n t l y unequal. 

I t was c r i t i c a l t h e n t o have t h a t 1950s l e g i s l a t i o n . But today's b l a c k 
Americans are moving on and r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t the mere a c t of busing c h i l d r e n out 
of the n a t i o n ' s i n n e r c i t i e s w i l l not by i t s e l f make them l e a r n . 

S i t t i n g beside w h i t e s t u d e n t s f o r the f i r s t time as a c o l l e g e freshman d i d n ' t 
make me smarter. Good equipment, teachers and academic d i s c i p l i n e d i d . 

C h i l d r e n can l e a r n anywhere i f they have the support of p a r e n t s , community 
and teache r s who expect them t o l e a r n and g i v e them good f a c i l i t i e s , c u r r i c u l u m 
and resources. 

I t makes sense t o take the energy b e i n g expended t o i n t e g r a t e schools and use 
i t t o make i n n e r c i t y schools b e t t e r . 



PAGE 24 
News & Record (Greensboro, NC), July 1, 1997 

The struggle to int e g r a t e the South, including i t s schools, was won by blood. 

As a c h i l d , hearing of the i n t e g r a t i o n e f f o r t s , I could not help f e e l i n g that 
i t would be wonderful t o do arithmetic with p r i v i l e g e d Americans who drank 
d i f f e r e n t water from fountains and were allowed to play i n the c i t y park. 

But some ''colored'' school alumni say modern-day schools integrated by 
busing have flunked t h e i r t e s t . Students su f f e r i s o l a t i o n and teachers' 
expectations of them are low. 

But i t i s one t h i n g t o wish that inner c i t y schools could reach p a r i t y and 
quite another t o have i t happen. Students should be able to go to school i n 
t h e i r neighborhoods, but every student i s e n t i t l e d to a good education. 

We must not f a i l them. 

Loretta Green i s a columnist f o r the San Jose Mercury News. Write to her a t : 
750 Ridder Park Dr., San Jose, C a l i f . 95190, or by e-mail at 
LGreen(at)sjmercury.com. 

LOAD-DATE: July 1, 1997 
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Copyright 1997 St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Inc. 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

July 3, 1997, Thursday, FIVE STAR LIFT EDITION 

SECTION: EDITORIAL, Pg. 06B 

LENGTH: 558 words 

HEADLINE: BACK TO 'SEPARATE BUT EQUAL'? 

BODY : 

I t would be a shame i f the nation's largest mass c i v i l r i g h t s group, the 
National Association f o r the Advancement of Colored People, withdrew i t s support 
for i n t e g r a t i o n of pu b l i c schools. 

Support f o r an integrated society has been a core NAACP b e l i e f . For the 
organization to t u r n i t s back on t h i s ideal would be devastating, especially at 
a time when the courts have l a r g e l y abdicated t h e i r role i n pushing f o r 
desegregation and when much of society seems w i l l i n g to abandon an idea i t never 
f u l l y embraced. 

NAACP chairwoman Myrlie Evers-Williams brought up the issue when she said the 
group would reassess i t s view at i t s national meeting i n Pittsburgh t h i s month. 
Fortunately, NAACP president Kweisi Mfume softened her statement. He said the 
NAACP could t a l k about bringing educational q u a l i t y to mostly black schools 
without g i v i n g up on i t s "founding proposition of a single, f u l l y integrated 
society, f o r a l l of America." 

The NAACP's p o s i t i o n has p a r t i c u l a r importance i n St. Louis where the l o c a l 
chapter spearheaded the school desegregation s u i t . The r i g h t s of the black 
children could be jeopardized i f the federal judges now deciding the fate of the 
program t h i n k i t s backers have l o s t t h e i r w i l l . 

Dr. James DeClue adamantly says they haven't. The head of the NAACP's 
education committee sharply c r i t i c i z e d Ms. Evers-Williams. " I think i t was an 
inappropriate statement," Mr. DeClue said i n an interview. "She's e s s e n t i a l l y 
saying, we're t i r e d of f i g h t i n g so l e t ' s go back to the old s i t u a t i o n of 
separate but equal. But that's i l l e g a l . " 

Admittedly, there are reasons that blacks might be d i s i l l u s i o n e d by school 
i n t e g r a t i o n . They usually bear the burden of r i d i n g the buses. They sometimes 
get a cool reception at the end of the bus r i d e . They have a harder time 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s . Their parents have trouble g e t t i n g 
to school functions. And some black leaders believe busing undermines urban 
neighborhoods. 

I t ' s demeaning that blacks s t i l l have to plead f o r desegregation. And. i t ' s 
i n s u l t i n g t o say that a black c h i l d has to s i t next to a white c h i l d to learn. 
Justice Clarence Thomas said i t passionately when he wrote, " I t never ceases to 
amaze me that the courts are so w i l l i n g to assume that anything that i s 
predominantly black must be i n f e r i o r . " 

But a recent nati o n a l study of remedial education showed that poor c h i l d r e n 
who go to predominantly middle-class schools do much be t t e r than poor c h i l d r e n 
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who go to schools where most children are poor. 

The St. Louis school desegregation plan bears t h i s out. Black children who 
attend suburban and magnet schools are graduating from high school at twice the 
rate of students who stay behind i n the a l l - b l a c k schools. Even though more than 
$ 100 m i l l i o n has been spent improving a l l - b l a c k c i t y schools, t e s t scores of 
12th graders f e l l between 1990 and 1995. 

I f Attorney General Jay Nixon succeeds i n bringing a precipitous end to the 
desegregation plan, there w i l l be more a l l - b l a c k classrooms with less money. 
Then the number of black and white students with a chance to get to know each 
other w i l l plummet. We'll soon be back to separate and unequal. 

Maybe the courts w i l l order up t h i s p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r educational disaster. 
But that's no reason f o r the grand old dame of the c i v i l r i g h t s movement t o 
throw i n the towel. 

LANGUAGE: English 
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C o p y r i g h t 1997 The A d v e r t i s e r Company 
The Montgomery A d v e r t i s e r 

J u l y 03, 1997, Thursday 

SECTION: Op Ed; Pg. 15A 

LENGTH: 5 98 words 

HEADLINE: INTEGRATION FAILED TO PRODUCE WHAT MANY PROPONENTS HOPED 

BYLINE: By SALIM MUWAKKIL 

BODY: 

I n t e g r a t i o n : The word t h a t became the mantra of the c i v i l - r i g h t s movement has 
been f a l l i n g out o f f a v o r among the v e r y people who used t o support i t . 

The group t h a t i n s e r t e d i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o the p u b l i c d i s c o u r s e -- the 
N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the Advancement of Colored People -- i s s t e p p i n g away 
from i t s t r a d i t i o n a l s upport of p u b l i c school i n t e g r a t i o n . 

The NAACP adopted i n t e g r a t i o n as o f f i c i a l p o l i c y i n the e a r l y 1940s, when i t 
began pushing f o r an i n t e g r a t e d m i l i t a r y . And the n a t i o n ' s o l d e s t c i v i l r i g h t s 
group a l s o l e d the l e g a l b a t t l e t h a t broke the back of school s e g r e g a t i o n i n the 
Brown V. Board o f Education Supreme Court r u l i n g of 1954. Thus, f o r many, the 
NAACP's move away from i n t e g r a t i o n i s a k i n t o heresy. 

TO BE FAIR, the group has y e t t o take any o f f i c i a l a c t i o n . S p e c u l a t i o n about 
impending p o l i c y changes was churned up by a New York Times a r t i c l e d e t a i l i n g 
i n t e r n a l debates on the issue of school desegregation. But NAACP P r e s i d e n t 
Kweisi Mfume s a i d the Times' s t o r y exaggerated the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the group's 
i n t e r n a l debates. 

There's no denying t h a t the issue has provoked c o n f l i c t w i t h i n the group, 
however; i n t e r n a l d i f f e r e n c e s r e g a r d i n g school d e s e g r e g a t i o n have f o r c e d the 
r e s i g n a t i o n s of a t l e a s t two branch p r e s i d e n t s . 

And among Afr i c a n - A m e r i c a n s o u t s i d e the NAACP, the i d e a l of i n t e g r a t i o n i s 
even more endangered. For some c r i t i c s , the f o u r - s y l l a b l e word may as w e l l be a 
f o u r - l e t t e r one. " I t ' s obscene how t h i s concept of i n t e g r a t i o n has been used t o 
d i l u t e b l a c k power and delude b l a c k people," s a i d Conrad W o r r i l l , c h a i r of the 
N a t i o n a l Black U n i t e d F r o n t . 

Black n a t i o n a l i s t s such as W o r r i l l condemn the quest f o r i n t e g r a t i o n as a 
quest f o r f o o l ' s g o l d . By e l i m i n a t i n g b l a c k c o n t r o l of schools and o t h e r 
community i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h e y argue, d e s e g r e g a t i o n served t o erode the n a t u r a l 
f o u n d a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l l everage i n the s t r u g g l e f o r b l a c k power and autonomy. 

OPPOSITION TO i n t e g r a t i o n i s growing among African-Americans across t he 
i d e o l o g i c a l spectrum. 

Conservative A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s , l i k e Supreme Court J u s t i c e Clarence Thomas, 
have l o n g expressed doubts about the value of school i n t e g r a t i o n as e f f e c t i v e 
s o c i a l p o l i c y . Not o n l y do they decry f e d e r a l i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t o l o c a l issues of 
educ a t i o n , t h e y oppose the p o l i c y f o r reasons o f race as w e l l . 
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Integration's unintended consequences have also soured many l i b e r a l 
African-Americans on the p o l i c y . Desegregation p o l i c i e s allowed many working-and 
middle-class blacks t o leave ghetto neighborhoods to seek greener pastures. But 
they l e f t behind a community bereft of the human and economic resources they 
provided; the d e c l i n i n g q u a l i t y of l i f e i n these communities, many argue, i s a 
di r e c t consequence of t h i s black "brain drain." 

At the same time, although many white Americans may pay obeisance to the 
ideal of i n t e g r a t i o n , most have shunned i t s p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n . Black and 
white Americans s t i l l l i v e i n r i g i d l y segregated worlds. 

"NO GROUP IN the h i s t o r y of the United States has ever experienced the 
sustained high l e v e l of r e s i d e n t i a l segregation that has been imposed on blacks 
i n large American c i t i e s f o r the past 50 years," w r i t e Douglas Massey and Nancy 
Denton i n t h e i r book "American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the 
Underclass." 

• The accelerated decline of these increasingly i s o l a t e d communities i s 
provoking a search f o r new str a t e g i e s . The a l l u r i n g promise of i n t e g r a t i o n may 
have misled the black community. And rather than continuing to give l i p service 
to t h i s tarnished i d e a l , more and more black a c t i v i s t s are abandoning i t . 
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A d r o l l s o u t h e r n gentleman of my acquaintance once spoke of an awkward 
s i t u a t i o n t h a t had him " f e e l i n g l i k e a b a s t a r d a t a f a m i l y r e u n i o n . " 

I t ' s a f e e l i n g I suspect many b l a c k Americans share on the Fo u r t h of J u l y . 
We'd r a t h e r be here t h a n n o t ; where e l s e , a f t e r a l l , would we be? And y e t we're 
sure t h a t many of our f e l l o w c e l e b r a n t s see our presence a t t h i s American 
b i r t h d a y p a r t y as f a i n t l y embarrassing -- as not q u i t e l e g i t i m a t e . 

We know the c e l e b r a t i o n wasn't planned w i t h us i n mind. But, then, t h e r e are 
l o t s of o t h e r Americans who weren't on the minds of the authors of the 
D e c l a r a t i o n of Independence. Should they f e e l i l l e g i t i m a t e , too? Or does our 
descent from s l a v e r y make our awkwardness s p e c i a l ? How much of the awkwardness 
i s i n our own minds and how much the r e s u l t of being t r e a t e d as o u t s i d e r s ? I s i t 
a permanent c o n d i t i o n ? 

Questions l i k e these have haunted us f o r most of our s o j o u r n i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 
They were i m p l i c i t i n W. E. B. Du Bois's r e f l e c t i o n s , n e a r l y a c e n t u r y ago, on 
the "twoness" o f b e i n g b l a c k i n America. They are r e f l e c t e d today i n T i g e r 
Woods's s e l f - d e s i g n a t i o n as C a b l i n a s i a n -- and i n our r e a c t i o n t o i t . 

Do we d e c l a r e o u r s e l v e s s i m p l y American, and r i s k the p a i n of r e j e c t i o n by 
those who a r r o g a t e unto themselves the r i g h t t o t e l l us no? Or do we r e t r e a t t o 
the comfort -- and l i m i t s -- of our blackness? 

C o m p l i c a t i n g a l l o f t h i s i s the f a c t t h a t a l a r g e number of wh i t e Americans 
f i n d the whole t h i n g s e l f - p i t y i n g and s i l l y . Since w h i t e people don't have t o 
spend much time t h i n k i n g about t h e i r whiteness (except, perhaps, d u r i n g c e r t a i n 
l a t e hours i n c e r t a i n p a r t s o f town), many of them t h i n k A f r i c a n Americans spend 
to o much time t h i n k i n g about our nonwhiteness. Some suggest t h a t i f we'd j u s t 
behave l i k e o r d i n a r y Americans -- i f we'd drop our hyphens, our s e n s i t i v i t y and 
our demands f o r a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n , f o r i n s t a n c e -- most of the problems we 
d w e l l on would j u s t go away. (Those who t h i n k t h i s way should have seen Tom 
Brokaw's NBC s p e c i a l l a s t week on the Chicago suburb of Matteson, where w h i t e s 
are f l e e i n g from t he i n f l u x o f m i d d l e - c l a s s b l a c k s . I t might have o c c u r r e d t o 
them t h a t race as a way of o r g a n i z i n g s o c i e t y and d i s t r i b u t i n g b e n e f i t s i s not 
our i n v e n t i o n . ) 

S t i l l , we're not sure we'd get r i d of race even i f we cou l d . We don't l i k e 
b e ing o u t s i d e r s , b u t we f e a r l e t t i n g go of our r a c i a l i d e n t i t y enough t o become 
simply American. 
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I once described America as comprising a series of r a c i a l , ethnic and 
re l i g i o u s islands. Americanization, i n t h i s analogy, i s the process of leaving 
the islands and j o i n i n g the mainland. 

We've watched over the years as the residents of one island a f t e r another 
have gone through the process. The I r i s h island, the German island, the 
Scandinavian islands, the Mediterranean islands -- a l l have become e s s e n t i a l l y 
depopulated. They remain, i f at a l l , as a sort of vacation home to v i s i t on 
special occasions l i k e St. Patrick's Day or Oktoberfest. 

Ah, but most of that depopulation was of islands with European labels -- that 
i s , islands populated by people whose white skin made i t easy to blend i n . 

But i n recent years, we've seen the gradual depopulation of islands bearing 
such labels as Chinese and Japanese and Vietnamese -- islands whose inhabitants 
are d i s t i n c t l y nonwhite. We s t i l l see a few Chinatowns, of course, but they are 
t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n s , or else they e x i s t p r i m a r i l y f o r the old f o l k . When the o l d 
f o l k die, so w i l l these ethnic islands. 

Do we believe the same t h i n g can happen f o r us? 

How could there be any doubt? I s n ' t the answer as obvious as Colin and Tiger 
and Oprah? Aren't blacks leaving t h e i r ethnic isl a n d and becoming simply 
American a l l the time? And won't the process i n e v i t a b l y lead to the island's 
depopulation? 

The response from the pessimists among us i s : Not necessarily. Of course "the 
system" w i l l l e t a few blacks succeed -- p a r t i c u l a r l y those who opt f o r 
a s s i m i l a t i o n at the expense of t h e i r l e f t - b e h i n d brothers -- but don't ever k i d 
yourself that the system intends depopulation. 

Suppose, f o r instance, that major-league baseball never had any purpose of 
real i n t e g r a t i o n but only wanted enough " d i v e r s i t y " to s e l l black f o l k a few 
t i c k e t s and keep the NAACP from r a i s i n g h e l l . In such a case, would Jackie 
Robinson and the f i r s t dozen black players who followed i n t o the majors have 
been heroes? Or would they have been t r a i t o r s f o r devastating the Negro Leagues? 

As i t turns out, baseball r e a l l y did achieve i n t e g r a t i o n , at least on the 
playing f i e l d . Can the same t h i n g happen f o r the e n t i r e t y of America's black 
island? 

I t ' s a question only white people can answer. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

COUNTRY: UNITED STATES; 
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The Cleveland c h a p t e r of the NAACP has r e a f f i r m e d i t s support f o r 
i n t e g r a t i o n of schools a t a time when the n a t i o n a l NAACP i s r e t h i n k i n g i t s 
p o s i t i o n . , 

The NAACP t r a d i t i o n a l l y has supported i n t e g r a t i o n as a way t o improve 
e d u c a t i o n f o r b l a c k c h i l d r e n . But a t the upcoming c o n v e n t i o n i n P i t t s b u r g h J u l y 
11-17, members w i l l d i s c u s s whether i t i s time f o r the o r g a n i z a t i o n t o change 
i t s stance t o s t r e n g t h e n i n g m a j o r i t y - b l a c k schools. 

The Cleveland c h a p t e r ' s d e c i s i o n , announced yesterday, was made Tuesday, the 
day a f t e r the C l e v e l a n d School D i s t r i c t and the s t a t e f i l e d a motion i n U.S. 
D i s t r i c t Court seeking a d e c l a r a t i o n of " u n i t a r y s t a t u s . " I f g r a n t e d , the 
d e c l a r a t i o n would r e l e a s e the schools from the c o u r t ' s d e s e g r e g a t i o n o r d e r . 

The o r d e r was i s s u e d i n 1978 as the r e s u l t of a l a w s u i t f i l e d by the l o c a l 
chapter of the NAACP. 

Tuesday's d e c i s i o n was made by the chapter's e x e c u t i v e board, which v o t e d 
unanimously t o c o n t i n u e s u p p o r t i n g the "concept of i n t e g r a t i o n b o t h i n s i d e and 
o u t s i d e school classrooms." 

"We cannot support u n i t a r y s t a t u s , and I urge the n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n not 
t o change i t s p o s i t i o n on school i n t e g r a t i o n , " s a i d George L. Forbes, p r e s i d e n t 
of the Cleveland branch of the NAACP. " I f u l l y support the p o s i t i o n we have 
taken." 

Lawyer James Hardiman, a l o c a l NAACP board member who re p r e s e n t s the 
p l a i n t i f f s i n the Cleveland school d e s e g r e g a t i o n case, s a i d : "This i s not o n l y 
symbolic, but c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the NAACP bei n g the d r i v i n g f o r c e behind school 
d e s e g r e g a t i o n n a t i o n a l l y and l o c a l l y . " 

Last week i n t h e midst of the n a t i o n a l debate, Forbes had s a i d i t might be 
time f o r the NAACP t o focus l e s s on i n t e g r a t i o n and more on p r o v i d i n g q u a l i t y 
e d u c a t i o n f o r b l a c k c h i l d r e n . He s a i d busing, w h i l e w e l l i n t e n t i o n e d , had not 
worked. 

Forbes s a i d he was c o n t a c t e d l a s t week by the n a t i o n a l board t o speak a t the 
con v e n t i o n i n f a v o r o f a change. However, a t the t i m e , he had not decided how he 
would v o t e i f a r e s o l u t i o n was presented. 
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But Forbes made a decision t h i s week a f t e r Cleveland school o f f i c i a l s 
requested "u n i t a r y status," which would end court control by July 1, 2000. 

Forbes said that despite the end of court-imposed cross-town busing i n 1996, 
the o v e r a l l q u a l i t y of education has not improved. So to support a change i n the 
NAACP's nation a l stance on in t e g r a t i o n , he said, would be a vote i n support of 
un i t a r y status. 

" I can't do that i n l i g h t of what's happening i n Cleveland," Forbes said. 
" I t ' s u n f a i r to the kids. I f they end the desegregation lawsuit, they w i l l end 
i t by themselves, without our assistance." 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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WASHINGTON -- I n Denver, S e a t t l e and scores of o t h e r c i t i e s , the 
s t o r y i s the same: Forced b u s i n g has f a i l e d t o improve t e s t r e s u l t s , 
school d i s t r i c t s are w i n n i n g r e l e a s e s from desegregation o r d e r s , 
p a r e n t s want neighborhood schools. 

With the r e s e g r e g a t i o n of America's urban schools w e l l under way, 
many b l a c k p a r e n t s -- those who have borne the g r e a t e s t burdens 
of b using -- want the g r e a t experiment h a l t e d and a r e t u r n t o 
neighborhood s c h o o l s . 

With t h a t i n mind, the NAACP w i l l r e c o n s i d e r i t s p o s i t i o n on busi n g 
at i t s n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n i n P i t t s b u r g h J u l y 12. 

" I commend the NAACP f o r t a k i n g a second look a t t h i s h i s t o r i c 
p o s i t i o n , " s a i d Aaron Gray, a b l a c k m i n i s t e r who won the pr e s i d e n c y 
of Denver's school board on a p l a t f o r m of ending busing. 

The good s i d e of years of busin g i n Denver, s a i d Gray, i s an agreement 
t o f u n n e l e x t r a resources t o the stu d e n t s who need h e l p the most. 

Busing a l s o produced d e v a s t a t i n g m i d d l e - c l a s s f l i g h t , no improvement 
i n t e s t scores and an estrangement of pa r e n t s from l o c a l schools, 
s a i d Gray. 

" A f t e r 20-some years of busing f o r i n t e g r a t i o n , the gap between 
m i n o r i t y and Anglo s t u d e n t s was not c l o s i n g , " he s a i d . 

The NAACP i s s p l i t on g e n e r a t i o n a l l i n e s , s a i d Gray: the ve t e r a n s 
of t he c i v i l r i g h t s wars want t o s t a y the course; and young, b l a c k 
p a r e n t s want t o t r a d e b u s i n g f o r a Den v e r - s t y l e s o l u t i o n -- neighborhood 
schools w i t h souped-up resources. 

Said Supreme Court J u s t i c e Clarence Thomas i n a recent d e c i s i o n 
f u r t h e r hampering d e s e g r e g a t i o n : " I t never ceases t o amaze me 
t h a t the c o u r t s are so w i l l i n g t o assume t h a t a n y t h i n g t h a t i s 
pre d o m i n a n t l y b l a c k must be i n f e r i o r . " 

America's s e p a r a t e - b u t - e q u a l d o c t r i n e , f i r s t r u l e d u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
i n 1954, appears t o have come f u l l c i r c l e t o a new p o l i c y : 
s e p a r a t e - b u t - e q u i t a b l e . 
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While they sound a l i k e , there are differences. The former was 
born of racism, the l a t t e r arises from hard-fought agreements 
to share the wealth. 

"They don't s t r i k e me as the same things," said i n t e g r a t i o n 
advocate Mike Casserly from the Council of the Great City Schools. 
"But, i n some ways, i t ' s a sadder argument because i t s o l i d i f i e s 
the separation." 

Although several hundred c i t i e s s t i l l carry out segregation remedies, 
school busing i n America has reached a t o r t u r e d stalemate -- busing 
proponents cannot point to a s o l i d success story, and opponents 
cannot point to an urban school d i s t r i c t that i s successfully 
educating large populations of poor chi l d r e n . 

Most Americans would c i t e the 1954 Brown vs. Board of Education 
as the landmark case i n school desegregation, where the Supreme 
Court struck down separate-but-equal. However, the key decision 
was the more obscure 1974 M i l l i k e n v. Bradley, where the court 
stopped busing at the D e t r o i t c i t y l i n e . 

Exempting the suburbs from court-ordered busing unleashed a floo d 
of middle-class f l i g h t , leaving many American c i t i e s w i th an ever-dwindling 
number of whites available f o r mixing. 

Faced w i t h white f l i g h t and black middle-class f l i g h t , and i n 
many cases a surge of Latinos i n t o the c i t i e s , busing proved pointless. 

Some examples: 

-- In the midst of the busing years i n Denver, the Latino population, 
mostly exempted from busing orders, climbed to nearly half the 
e n t i r e student body. 

"We had the bizarre s i t u a t i o n where whites and blacks continued 
to be bused, shipped across town and losing school time, when 
there were 10 or 12 elementary schools where nine out of 10 students 
were Hispanic and nobody was saying a word," said d i s t r i c t spokesman 
Mark Stevens. 

The Denver busing extracted a huge soc i a l cost, said Gray. 

" I have come to believe that one of the downsides of busing was 
kids l o s t a sense of family, community and neighborhood. One reason 
you had the problems of gangs, g r a f f i t i and vandalism was that 
f o r kids, i t ' s not t h e i r s . " 

-- In 1972 when the f i r s t busing order was issued i n Prince George's 
County, a middle-class Maryland suburb of Washington, the student 
population was 80 percent white. Today, 73 percent of the students 
are black and school o f f i c i a l s want to end the busing and ret u r n 
to neighborhood schools. 

One problem facing o f f i c i a l s there: Upper middle-class black parents 
are leaving the county to seek bet t e r schools i n a neighboring 
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county. 

-- During 20 years of voluntary busing i n Seattle, the white population 
dropped to 41 percent from 66 percent. 

Seattle's new superintendent i s John Stanford, a r e t i r e d African-American 
Army general who moved s w i f t l y to end busing, which he said did 
nothing to improve t e s t scores. 

The new p r i o r i t y , he said, i s keeping middle-class f a m i l i e s i n 
Seattle. 

Said schools spokeswoman Dorothy Dubia: "We want to improve t e s t 
scores and improve safety i n schools. When we accomplish those 
things, we w i l l a t t r a c t more students of a l l types." 

-- Busing advocate Robert Grain from Columbia University's Teachers 
College picked L o u i s v i l l e , Ky., as his top candidate f o r a busing 
success story. 

What i s d i f f e r e n t about L o u i s v i l l e i s the absence of white f l i g h t , 
due mostly to merging the nearly a l l - w h i t e Jefferson County schools 
with L o u i s v i l l e c i t y schools, which were about 50 percent black 
at the time. 

The good news i n L o u i s v i l l e i s that, more than 20 years a f t e r 
the merger, nearly 70 percent of students i n the combined d i s t r i c t 
are white. The bad news i s the t e s t gap between white students 
and blacks has widened over the l a s t four years. 

Plus, an analysis by the L o u i s v i l l e Courier-Journal showed black 
parents pay a f a r higher price f o r r a c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n . I n the 
i n t e r e s t of maintaining r a c i a l balance, black students are more 
l i k e l y to be turned away from neighborhood schools and l o c a l magnet 
schools, the newspaper said. 

Despite the stalemate, busing proponents argue the NAACP should 
never reconsider i t s p r o - i n t e g r a t i o n p o s i t i o n . 

" I t would be catastrophic," said Jay Heubert from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. 

I n t e g r a t i o n , said Heubert and other proponents, s t i l l o f f e r s the 
best chance f o r both black ch i l d r e n and an integrated society. 
Giving resegregation o f f i c i a l sanction, he said, i s unthinkable. 

" I don't know of a single urban d i s t r i c t where they have more 
than a handful of schools w i t h poor children where those students 
are doing w e l l by any t r a d i t i o n a l measure," said Heubert. 

The expert who usually t e s t i f i e s against busing i s David Armor, 
a George Washington U n i v e r s i t y professor who j u s t completed a 
book t i t l e d "Forced Justice." 
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Forced busing can claim some c r e d i t f o r reducing segregation, 
said Armor, e s p e c i a l l y i n several Southern c i t i e s . The success 
s t o r i e s , such as Charlotte, N.C, were d i s t r i c t s that s t a r t e d 
with large white populations. Armor said. 

Desegregation f a i l e d f a s t e s t , he said, i n c i t i e s such as D e t r o i t , 
Birmingham and Cleveland, where the d i s t r i c t s had closer to a 
50-50 balance. I n those c i t i e s , white f l i g h t was immediate. 

Busing f a i l e d t o produce any educational benefits, said Armor. 

" I don't know of a single, large-scale desegregation case where 
there's been a su b s t a n t i a l improvement i n t e s t scores," said 
Armor. 

Whatever the NAACP decision, i t probably won't make any difference. 

School d i s t r i c t s are moving quickly to shed t h e i r desegregation 
orders, s h i f t s i n mi n o r i t y populations continue to make a mockery 
of quarter century-old busing p o l i c i e s , and young black parents 
continue to ask f o r neighborhood schools. 

Many black parents also are e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y embracing charter 
schools -- h a l f the students i n the nation's 428 charter schools 
are m i n o r i t i e s . 

Board member J u l i a n Bond doubts the NAACP w i l l back away from 
advocating integrated schools -- " I j u s t don't see that happening." 

What may emerge, said Bond, are new strategies f o r school d i s t r i c t s 
that have become m a j o r i t y black. 

Both blacks and whites w i l l i n g t o resegregate are missing the 
larger point, warned Columbia University's Grain. Test scores, 
he said, should not be the ce n t r a l focus of school i n t e g r a t i o n . 

"Going to integrated schools makes you want to l i v e an integrated 
l i f e , " said Grain. 

Integrated schools, f o r example, teach black students how to survive 
i n mostly white colleges, boosting t h e i r graduation rates, he 
said. 

Said Grain: " I f you want to integrate society you have to integrate 
schools. " 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: July 07, 19 97 



PAGE 4 
4TH STORY of Level 1 pr i n t e d i n FULL format. 

Copyright 1997 The Dallas Morning News 
THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS 

July 6, 1997, Sunday, HOME FINAL EDITION 

SECTION: SUNDAY READER; Pg. I J 

LENGTH: 1263 words 

HEADLINE: INTEGRATING PUBLIC SCHOOLS: YES; 
As the NAACP reconsiders i t s i t s stance, two c i v i l - r i g h t s experts debate whether 
desegregation i n education i s s t i l l important 

BYLINE: Michael Meyers, Special Contributor to The Dallas Morning News 

BODY: 

Later t h i s month, delegates to the annual convention of the NAACP, the 
nation's oldest and largest c i v i l - r i g h t s group, w i l l debate whether that once 
venerable organization should continue to pursue the i n t e g r a t i o n of public 
schools. The a l t e r n a t i v e , detractors of school busing contend, i s to put the 
bulk of the NAACP's resources i n t o improving the i n n e r - c i t y schools attended by 
the masses of black c h i l d r e n . 

U n t i l recently, the NAACP has been a staunch defender of i n t e g r a t i o n . The 
spreading influence of black nationalism, however, has reached i t s ranks. With 
so many blacks proclaiming, "We don't need to s i t next to whites to get a 
qu a l i t y education," the demise of i n t e g r a t i o n seems at hand, especially i f the 
NAACP gives i n . So the question i s , "Is i n t e g r a t i o n s t i l l an important goal, 
even i f blacks say they don't want i t ? " 

The answer i s yes. I t deserves endorsement, notwithstanding the wishes of 
cabals i n society who r e s i s t i t , and the courts' waning resolve to fo s t e r i t . 

The courts have refused t o i n t e r p r e t the federal and state c o n s t i t u t i o n s ' 
equal-protection clauses i n ways that could provide f o r meaningful, e f f e c t i v e 
remedies to r a c i a l l y - i s o l a t e d urban school d i s t r i c t s and resegregated Southern 
school systems. But the courts d i d not s t a r t the i n t e g r a t i o n movement. That 
was always a grassroots e f f o r t , when l i t i g a n t s presented t h e i r claims of 
dis c r i m i n a t i o n to judges. 

I f the c i v i l - r i g h t s groups stop bringing such cases, the courts w i l l have no 
inducement to re t h i n k the b a r r i e r s they've imposed on school desegregation. 
Indeed, we are i n danger - i f even the NAACP i s serious about i t s p o l i c y switch 
- of ending Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s dream of a single nation, free of 
r a c i a l segregation. 

America i s supposed to stand f o r r a c i a l equality. Dr. King taught us. I t was 
that p r i n c i p l e , and an abiding f a i t h i n the Constitution, that brought the 
NAACP's Thurgood Marshall before the U.S. Supreme Court to argue that i t s 
infamous "separate but equal" doctrine of 1896 was wrong. Segregration, 
Marshall and a host of soci a l s c i e n t i s t s said, erodes the moral f i b e r of our 
nation and makes a mockery of i t s democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s . In a rea l way, 
segregation teaches our c i t i z e n s the very opposite of the s k i l l s they need to 
navigate i n t o the 21st century - a world where "race" should have no more 
significance than h a i r or eye color. 
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Schools play a special r o l e i n preparing children f o r democracy. 

I f they, l i k e our neighborhoods, are separated by race - as "black" and 
"white" and " t h e i r s " and "ours" - children w i l l i n e v i t a b l y learn that 
opportunity i s color-coded. The persistence of such a dual society and system 
of schools w i l l make a mockery of laws that purport to convey everyone's 
equ a l i t y and that ours i s an open society. 

Moreover, segregated schools and segregated neighborhoods i n s t r u c t our 
c i t i z e n r y i n the " i n e v i t a b i l i t y " of a r a c i a l l y structured society. They make i t 
obvious to both m i n o r i t y - and majority-group ch i l d r e n that American i n s t i t u t i o n s 
don't r e f l e c t what we say they should. 

Segregation d i s t o r t s and perverts the most basic values of American freedom 
and j u s t i c e . This i s what was meant when the Supreme Court - c i t i n g "modern 
social science" - said i n 1954 that enforced segregation i n the public schools 
harms black children's psychological development i n ways " u n l i k e l y ever t o be 
undone. " 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y , the Supreme Court, while acting unanimously to s t r i k e down 
"separate but equal" public schools, did not say what soc i a l science revealed 
about segregation's harm to majority-group children. 

Segregation creates i n whites moral c o n f l i c t and confusion and gives them a 
false sense of s u p e r i o r i t y over other human beings - a status that many seek to 
preserve, e i t h e r w i t t i n g l y or u n w i t t i n g l y , as they oppose - or f l e e from -
desegregated schools and communities. Of course, a l l progress toward a society 
where " r a c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s " are overcome depends on the achievement, f i r s t , of 
desegregation. 

Yet, the courts have l i m i t e d t h e i r involvement with desegregation to 
sit u a t i o n s where agents of the states i n t e n t i o n a l l y practiced r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . I n f a c t , whenever the federal courts have ordered desegregation 
or busing, they've done so only a f t e r p l a i n t i f f s , represented by the Justice 
Department and c i v i l r i g h t s groups such as the NAACP, showed government-induced 
segregation i n the schools. 

As a remedy, courts have required the redrawing of school d i s t r i c t l i n e s , 
changes i n school locations and tr a n s f e r p o l i c i e s and the reassignment of 
students. Busing i s a t o o l imposed to correct a pervasive pattern of 
segregation, caused by purposeful, extensive acts of government agents. 
However, busing per se was not designed or intended to e i t h e r raise academic 
achievement levels or to be the express to an integrated society. 

Achieving high-performance schools and an integrated society w i l l take much 
more i n terms of human e f f o r t and coordinated strategy. Indeed, when Dr. King 
and other c i v i l - r i g h t s f igures marched f o r i n t e g r a t i o n i n the 1950s and 1960s, 
they r e a l i z e d that desegregation needed to be a halfway point, not a stopping 
point, or people would never proceed to dismantle i n i t s e n t i r e t y a system of 
r a c i a l p r i v i l e g e and subjugation. 

Racism, they surmised, was an entrenched habit - a complex, d i f f i c u l t , 
tenacious foe of i n d i v i d u a l freedom which required the commitment of v i s i o n , 
w i l l and resources t o defeat. Unfortunately, many c i v i l - r i g h t s organizations, 
now perhaps inc l u d i n g the NAACP, have raised the white f l a g of surrender. 
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They are r e t r e a t i n g behind the color l i n e where separate but equal i s not 
only acceptable again, but fashionable. This r e t r e a t i s as philosophic as i t i s 
str a t e g i c . They're not j u s t f r u s t r a t e d by b a r r i e r s to i n t e g r a t i o n ; they no 
longer desire t o cross over. 

They t h i n k that education i s s t r i c t l y about the three " r ' s " and not about 
human i n t e r a c t i o n . Their black nationalism i s matched by whites' indifference 
and fear - r e f l e c t e d i n the a t t i t u d e that t h e i r q u a l i t y of l i f e i s measured by 
t h e i r distance from dysfunctional, l a r g e l y black school systems. 

In t h e i r separate schools and communities, whites and blacks continue t o 
learn stereotypes about each other and show contempt f o r "those people" across 
the r a c i a l d i v i d e . H i s t o r i c a l l y , the NAACP has drawn from such a l i e n a t i o n moral 
c l a r i t y and resolve t o persevere against segregation, maintaining that 
segregation perpetuated r a c i a l caste, whatever the q u a l i t a t i v e s i m i l a r i t i e s i n 
f a c i l i t i e s or services t o a p a r t i c u l a r school or community. 

Freeing a l l people of t h e i r r a c i a l phobias and supers t i t i o n s was such a high 
p r i o r i t y that the NAACP often b a t t l e d against "de facto" segregation, as well as 
segregation sanctioned by law. Now, buffeted by demands f o r relevance to poor 
blacks i n t h e i r "own" communities and schools, the NAACP i s i n danger of 
c a p i t u l a t i n g to cynics and r a c i a l separatists. Those weary souls compromise 
with racism and adopt a black pride version of i t , thereby resurrecting the 
dis c r e d i t e d separate but equal d o c t r i n e . I s t h i s a course that the v i s i o n a r i e s of 
the c i v i l r i g h t s movement would have counseled? No way. The modern NAACP's 
not-so-subtle i n v i t a t i o n to the nation to "go slow" on school desegregation 
opens the gates f o r sugarcoating a widescale retrenchment on remedies to 
society's r a c i a l divides. I n t h i s connection, the NAACP would do well to heed 
the advice of one of i t s former lawyers who said, "One does not feed sugar to a 
cavi t y . " 

Michael Meyers i s executive d i r e c t o r of the New York C i v i l Rights C o a l i t i o n 
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The Harvard Project on School Desegregation issued a report several months 
ago f i n d i n g that r a c i a l segregation i n the nation's public schools has increased 
s t e a d i l y over the past 15 years. 

According to the report, segregation i s now greater than at any time since 
the era of "forced busing" t o achieve r a c i a l balance i n the public schools was 
launched by the Supreme Court with i t s 1971 decision, Swann vs. 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education. 

And the NAACP, set t o begin i t s weeklong national convention Friday i n 
Pittsburgh, plans to consider a change i n i t s p o l i c y emphasizing school 
desegregation. The evidence of growing segregation - and a decreasing emphasis 
on changing i t i n the African-American community - has set o f f an alarm among 
other c i v i l - r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s who are concerned that i t must imply a decrease of 
educational opportunity f o r black youngsters. I believe those concerns are 
misplaced. 

This i s not t o say that a l l i s we l l with the education of African-American 
youngsters. The National Assessment of Educational Progress, a comprehensive 
e f f o r t to t e s t the knowledge of a representative national sample of primary and 
secondary school students, has revealed a widening gap between the educational 
achievements of white and black students over the past decade. 

Moreover, as Columbia Uni v e r s i t y education scholar Linda Darling-Hammond has 
documented i n a number of studies, r a c i a l m inority students do not enjoy the 
same l e v e l of access to q u a l i f i e d teachers, courses, curriculum materials and 
equipment as do white students. 

But while great d i s p a r i t i e s do e x i s t i n the q u a l i t y of public education -
black and Latino students i n ce n t r a l c i t i e s are especially poorly served - a 
renewed emphasis on busing to create r a c i a l l y integrated schools i s the wrong 
response. Rather, achieving true e q u a l i t y of opportunity f o r the poorest public 
school students means securing f o r them bet t e r teachers, smaller class sizes, 
longer school hours and greater support services i n the schools they attend. I f 
these things can be achieved, m i n o r i t y youngsters w i l l be well served, whatever 
the r a c i a l composition of t h e i r schools might happen to be. 

Of course, as should go without saying, we must not permit any public school 
d i s t r i c t to discriminate on the basis of race, or to a c t i v e l y promote r a c i a l 
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segregation. Other things being equal, and where possible, I believe i t i s 
bet t e r that c h i l d r e n be exposed to the r a c i a l d i v e r s i t y of our society by 
attending integrated schools. But i n the many public school d i s t r i c t s where 
most students are non-white, i t has long made more sense to address those 
students' educational needs d i r e c t l y , rather than to spend scarce resources 
t r y i n g t o get white f a m i l i e s to send t h e i r c h i l d r e n to the same schools as 
mi n o r i t i e s . 

In any event, both the Supreme Court and the American people have shown 
l i t t l e enthusiasm f o r the kind of open-ended j u d i c i a l i n t e r v e n t i o n aimed at 
securing r a c i a l balance which c i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s have advocated over the 
years. To take but one example, the Court's opinion i n the 1995 case Missouri 
vs. Jenkins reversed a lower court's order that Kansas City undertake an 
expensive plan to a t t r a c t suburban whites to an increasingly black, i n n e r - c i t y 
d i s t r i c t through specialized "magnet schools." 

Indeed, federal courts around the country, especially i n the South, have 
relaxed e a r l i e r decrees ordering school d i s t r i c t s to promote i n t e g r a t i o n , even 
though those d i s t r i c t s have been moving toward resegregation. I am not arguing 
that these cases were r i g h t l y decided i n every instance. What i s clear, 
however, i s that i t would be unwise to expect a r e v i v a l of 1970s-style j u d i c i a l 
activism on behalf of the cause of i n t e g r a t i o n . 

Nor are the courts the only obstacle i n the way of bringing about greater 
r a c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n through a c t i v i s t s o c i a l p o l i c y . As a p r a c t i c a l matter, the 
f l i g h t of white middle-class f a m i l i e s from urban d i s t r i c t s subject to 
desegregation decrees has made i t a l l but impossible to achieve anything beyond 
token i n t e g r a t i o n i n many places. 

In 1972, before court-ordered busing began i n Boston, 60 percent of the 
c i t y ' s public school students were white. Today, despite the fac t that the 
courts have been more f l e x i b l e about i n t e g r a t i o n e f f o r t s i n recent years, whites 
make up only 18 percent of the students i n Boston's st r u g g l i n g school system. 

Throughout the country, the decisions of white parents to move to suburban 
communities or t o send t h e i r c h i l d r e n to pri v a t e schools have l i m i t e d the 
ef f i c a c y of desegregation e f f o r t s . Though not as dramatically as i n Boston, 
white enrollments have also declined i n Denver, Norfolk, Va., and Savannah, Ga., 
which were subject t o mandatory busing orders as w e l l . 

Such behavior by whites i s a stubborn r e a l i t y , l i m i t i n g the extent to which 
j u d i c i a l mandates can increase r a c i a l mixing i n the schools. A Supreme Court 
decision of some twenty years ago, i n the case M i l l i k e n vs. Bradley, sharply 
r e s t r i c t e d the circumstances i n which federal judges can order 
metropolitan-wide, c r o s s - d i s t r i c t busing plans to promote i n t e g r a t i o n . Yet, 
even i f the prospects f o r s i g n i f i c a n t r a c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n i n a c i t y l i k e Boston 
are now minimal, there i s s t i l l plenty of room to improve the q u a l i t y of 
education delivered to the f a m i l i e s who must r e l y on public schools i n that 
c i t y . 

Many nonwhite parents r e a l i z e t h i s a l l too w e l l . Opinion surveys reveal that 
they are more concerned about the q u a l i t y of t h e i r children's schools than about 
r a c i a l balance f o r i t s own sake. A l l parents, black or white, want b a s i c a l l y 
the same things from public schools: safety, order and the teaching of s o l i d 
academic s k i l l s . 
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Schools t h a t d e l i v e r these t h i n g s , r e g a r d l e s s of r a c i a l composition, w i l l be 
judged s u c c e s s f u l . 

Some advocates argue t h a t o n l y where w h i t e s t u d e n t s are s u f f i c i e n t l y numerous 
can s a f e t y , o r d e r and good t e a c h i n g be c o n f i d e n t l y expected. But, t o take t h a t 
view i s t o a b d i c a t e p a r e n t a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o h o l d school o f f i c i a l s 
accountable. 

Parents must b r i n g p r e s s u r e t o bear on teach e r s , p r i n c i p a l s , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 
and l o c a l p o l i t i c i a n s , i n or d e r t o ensure t h a t the p u b l i c schools are responsive 
t o the needs of t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

Moreover, a compulsive focus on r a c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n can i n v o l v e condescension 
toward non-white s t u d e n t s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . As J u s t i c e Clarence Thomas wrote 
i n h i s c o n c u r r i n g o p i n i o n i n M i s s o u r i vs. Jenkins : " I t never ceases t o amaze me 
t h a t t he c o u r t s are so w i l l i n g t o assume t h a t a n y t h i n g t h a t i s p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
b l a c k must be i n f e r i o r . " The b e l i e f t h a t "black s t u d e n t s s u f f e r an u n s p e c i f i e d 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l harm from s e g r e g a t i o n t h a t r e t a r d s t h e i r mental and e d u c a t i o n a l 
development," J u s t i c e Thomas s a i d , r e s t s on an assumption of b l a c k i n f e r i o r i t y . 
This echoes something the g r e a t b l a c k i n t e l l e c t u a l , W.E.B. DuBois, s a i d t o o t h e r 
blacks e a r l i e r i n t h i s c e n t u r y : "Never i n the w o r l d should our f i g h t be a g a i n s t 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h o u r s e l v e s because by t h a t v e r y token we g i v e upthe whole 
argument t h a t we are w o r t h a s s o c i a t i n g w i t h . " 

To presume t h a t b l a c k s must have a s u f f i c i e n t quota of whi t e s i n the 
classroom i n o r d e r t o l e a r n , i s t o presume t h a t t h e r e i s something i n h e r e n t l y 
wrong w i t h b l a c k s . But w h i l e b l a c k k i d s may not need t o have w h i t e s s i t t i n g 
nearby i n o r d e r t o master a r i t h m e t i c , the most disadvantaged c h i l d r e n do need 
b e t t e r schools, w i t h resources s u f f i c i e n t t o compensate f o r the i n f l u e n c e s of 
p o v e r t y t h e y b r i n g t o the classroom. I n t e g r a t i o n i s t s assume t h a t the presence 
of w h i t e s i s t h e o n l y sure way t o draw a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s need. But t h a t was 
yesterday's s t r u g g l e . 

Advocates of the i n t e r e s t s of Afr i c a n - A m e r i c a n youngsters should i n s t e a d 
focus on a c h i e v i n g equal e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y , but not by f o r c e d r a c i a l 
m i x i n g . I n s t e a d , we must demand t h a t s t u d e n t s i s o l a t e d i n hard-pressed, 
b i g - c i t y school d i s t r i c t s r e c e i v e t he a t t e n t i o n and the resources which, as 
Americans, they so r i c h l y deserve. 

Glenn C. Loury i s d i r e c t o r o f the I n s t i t u t e on Race and S o c i a l D i v i s i o n a t 
Boston U n i v e r s i t y . 
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More than 40 years ago, the U.S. Supreme Court outlawed separate but e q u a l ' ' 
schools. The n a t i o n embarked on school i n t e g r a t i o n plans t h a t now have v i r t u a l l y 
ground t o a h a l t . 

An a r t i c l e i n l a s t Sunday's American-Statesman noted t h a t housing s e g r e g a t i o n 
i s a c h i e f c u l p r i t i n the r e s e g r e g a t i o n of p u b l i c schools, along w i t h boundary 
and school s i t e d e c i s i o n s . 

We cannot i n t e g r a t e p u b l i c schools i n A u s t i n and the n a t i o n w i t h o u t 
c h a l l e n g i n g housing s e g r e g a t i o n . Yet we have dismissed the importance of 
economic and r a c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n . Our s o c i a l r e t r e a t i s g l a r i n g l y expressed by 
our r a c i a l camps c a l l e d neighborhoods. 

Since 1987, the number of A u s t i n schools w i t h p r e d o m i n a n t l y m i n o r i t y 
p o p u l a t i o n s has n e a r l y doubled. A C i t y of A u s t i n study shows t h a t a m a j o r i t y of 
m i n o r i t i e s and poor people i n the area l i v e east of I n t e r s t a t e 35. 

I n C h a r l o t t e , N.C, c i t y and county l e a d e r s are working w i t h school o f f i c i a l s 
t o l o c a t e the best schools i n the c e n t r a l c i t y , where more m i n o r i t i e s and 
low-income people l i v e . They a l s o are u s i n g t h e i r a b i l i t y t o l o c a t e a f f o r d a b l e 
housing t o encourage neighborhood i n t e g r a t i o n . 

Such e f f o r t s can be augmented by e n s u r i n g t h a t proper resources e x i s t i n 
schools i n which m i n o r i t i e s are the m a j o r i t y . R e a l t o r s know t h a t schools 
i n f l u e n c e home-buying d e c i s i o n s . 

AISD o f f i c i a l s have attempted t o i n f l u e n c e school i n t e g r a t i o n t h r o u g h the 
drawing of d i s t r i c t boundaries. However, some p a r e n t s s t i l l argue t h a t the 
d i s t r i c t made a b i g mistake when i t r e t u r n e d t o neighborhood elementary schools 
more than 10 years ago. During l a s t year's AISD bond e l e c t i o n , many m i n o r i t y 
p a r e n t s argued t h a t more money should be g i v e n t o c e n t r a l c i t y schools r a t h e r 
than new schools i n Southwest T r a v i s County. 

We can't l o o k t o past p r a c t i c e s f o r a l l the answers anymore, as i l l u s t r a t e d 
i n the NAACP's d i s c u s s i o n on the m e r i t s of i n t e g r a t i o n . America's race problems 
have mutated t o more complex and v e x i n g forms. Racism wasn't going t o end by 
p l a c i n g b l a c k and brown s t u d e n t s i n seats next t o w h i t e s t u d e n t s . Racism i s an 
i n t r i c a t e web o f o f t e n b e l l i g e r e n t b e l i e f s and i n s t i t u t i o n a l p r a c t i c e s t h a t 
a r e n ' t overcome w i t h songs. 

Today, the government and c o u r t s are not p l a y i n g the r o l e t h e y once d i d i n 
l e g i s l a t i n g change. Furthermore, some m i n o r i t y p a r e n t s ask: Would i t be w i s e r t o 
f i g h t f o r e q u i t y i n m i n o r i t y schools r a t h e r than r e l y on busi n g t o achieve a 
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better education f o r our kids? 

The f r u s t r a t i o n w i t h i n t e g r a t i o n has a l o t to do with the unequal burden of 
busing and disappointment i n i t s r e s u l t s , said J u l i a n Bond, a former Georgia 
Congressman and c i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s , i n a recent New York Times a r t i c l e . 

But we should not give up on school i n t e g r a t i o n . Bond concluded. He i s r i g h t . 
Most educators believe there are benefits to be gained by min o r i t y and white 
students attending the same schools. A f t e r a l l , the world i s f u l l of diverse 
people. However, a t t e n t i o n must be paid to meeting students' sometimes d i f f e r e n t 
needs. 

As i n Charlotte, school o f f i c i a l s i n Austin and nationwide should j o i n hands 
with c i t y and county leaders who can and should use t h e i r a u t h o r i t y to help 
develop economically and r a c i a l l y integrated neighborhoods. 
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The NAACP, which fought f o r decades to put black and white children i n the 
same classrooms, i s reconsidering i t s support of i n t e g r a t i o n amid c r i t i c i s m that 
the practice i s f a i l i n g . 

C r i t i c s say the National Association f o r the Advancement of Colored People 
should focus on improving predominantly black schools instead of busing c h i l d r e n 
away from them. 

Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas and Nation of Islam leader Louis 
Farrakhan, f o r example, have argued that i t i s demeaning to suggest that black 
children can only get a good education i n predominantly white schools. 

NAACP President Kweisi Mfume said Monday that discussions about the group's 
i n t e g r a t i o n p o l i c i e s have been ongoing, but that doesn't mean they w i l l change 
anything. 

''We can s t i l l support i n t e g r a t i o n while f i g h t i n g other problems,'' Mfume 
said. ''The NAACP i s a big enough tent to allow that discussion to take place. 
We believe that we're b e t t e r f o r i t . ' ' 

The debate comes as NAACP o f f i c i a l s prepare f o r t h e i r annual meeting on July 
11 i n Pittsburgh. 

With desegregation, blacks have gained access to programs and schools that 
were once the sole domain of whites. But many white fa m i l i e s have responded by 
e n r o l l i n g c h i l d r e n i n p r i v a t e and parochial schools, or by moving away. 

Melvin Skip Alston, president of the North Carolina NAACP State Conference, 
understands the f r u s t r a t i o n w ith busing but said backing away from i n t e g r a t i o n 
i s not the answer. 

' ' I t h i n k busing i s a problem. I thi n k i t ' s a primary problem,'' Alston said. 
' ' I f busing i s unequal to blacks, then we need to f i x t h a t . But I don't want my 
children to have t o f i g h t the same f i g h t my grandparents fought.'' 

The NAACP has been a champion of i n t e g r a t i o n since i t s inception more than 80 
years ago. 
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Thurgood Marshall, who headed the NAACP's legal department, successfully 
argued before the U.S. Supreme Court i n the 1954 Brown vs. Board of Education 
case, which struck down segregation i n schools. Marshall l a t e r became the 
nation's f i r s t black Supreme Court j u s t i c e . Thomas i s the second. 

Gary O r f i e l d , a Harvard professor of education and social p o l i c y , said that 
abandoning i n t e g r a t i o n p o l i c i e s would hurt children. 

''The p r a c t i c a l problem i s we t r i e d (segregation) f o r 70 years and i t never 
worked,'' O r f i e l d said. Separation by race produces separation by poverty, he 
said. 

I n t e g r a t i o n , though, i s the only way to teach ch i l d r e n how to l i v e with 
people who are d i f f e r e n t from them, argues W i l l i s Hawley, dean of the Univ e r s i t y 
of Maryland College of Education. 

''We know school desegregation can make a difference f o r kids i n p o s i t i v e 
ways when i t i s done i n the r i g h t way and when i t does not put enormous 
hardships on ch i l d r e n , ' ' Hawley said. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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Promise and p e r i l s urround P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n ' s i n i t i a t i v e on race r e l a t i o n s . 

The promise i s a focused examination of r a c i a l issues t h a t w i l l c l a r i f y 
dilemmas so t h a t a t l e a s t we can know where and why we agree or disagree w i t h 
one another. This i s a p r e c o n d i t i o n f o r s e n s i b l e r e form. N e a r l y everyone 
recognizes, as the p r e s i d e n t r e c e n t l y s a i d , t h a t "we have a lo n g way t o go." 
What p r e c i s e l y , however, i s our aim? T h i r t y years ago, i n the t i t l e of a book, 
c i v i l r i g h t s l e a d e r M a r t i n Luther King J r . asked "Where Do We Go From Here?" But 
n e i t h e r he -- nor anyone s i n c e -- has answered t h a t q u e s t i o n i n a c o m p e l l i n g , 
d e t a i l e d and comprehensive f a s h i o n . 

Do we want a s o c i e t y governed by r a c i a l demography i n which p r e s i d e n t i a l 
c a b i n e t s , c r i m i n a l j u r i e s and e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e s must "look l i k e America"? Or do 
we want a s o c i e t y governed by an a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n p r i n c i p l e t h a t r e q u i r e s 
c i t i z e n s t o loo k beyond looks? To understand the r a m i f i c a t i o n s of t h i s choice, 
as w e l l as many o t h e r s along the way, r e q u i r e s c o n s i d e r a b l e thought and 
d i s c u s s i o n . 

That i s why the p u b l i c should eschew the o b j e c t i o n s of those who contend t h a t 
we have had too much "mere" t a l k about r a c i a l m a t t e r s . We have not had too much 
t a l k ; we have had t o o much r h e t o r i c and s p e c t a c l e . We have not had enough 
focused c o n v e r s a t i o n s from which p a r t i c i p a n t s and observers leave w i t h more 
i n f o r m a t i o n and i n s i g h t t han t h e y had when the c o n v e r s a t i o n began. 

The p e r i l i s t h a t C l i n t o n and h i s aides w i l l squelch the p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r an 
i n f o r m a t i v e , i n t e n s e and perhaps s u r p r i s i n g d i s c u s s i o n and i n s t e a d sponsor a 
s e r i e s of s c r i p t e d , pseudo-events devoid of the candor and con t e n t i o u s n e s s 
r e q u i r e d f o r any s e r i o u s attempt t o gra p p l e w i t h the race q u e s t i o n . 

I hope, o f course, t h a t the p r e s i d e n t w i l l r i s e t o the occasion and frame and 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n debates t h a t w i l l be looked upon subsequently as a s i g n i f i c a n t 
and p r o d u c t i v e v e n t u r e . I f e a r , though, t h a t t h i s w i l l not occur and t h a t t he 
•president w i l l be swayed by the s o r t of advice t h a t appears t o t r i u m p h a l l t o o 
o f t e n i n the C l i n t o n White House -- advice t h a t i s p r i m a r i l y concerned w i t h 
s h o r t - t e r m b e n e f i t s t h a t are e a s i l y d i s c e r n i b l e by p o l l s t e r s whose o n l y frame o f 
re f e r e n c e i s p o l i t i c a l a d v e r t i s i n g . I f e a r t h a t over the next year, we w i l l hear 
l i t t l e more than a s e r i e s of extended e x h o r t a t i o n s i n which the American people 
are t o l d t h i n g s t h a t v i r t u a l l y a l l of them a l r e a d y .know and b e l i e v e : "Racism i s 
bad;" "Don't hate people because of the c o l o r of t h e i r s k i n , " and so on. 
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Most of what the president has said i n his recent forays i n t o race t a l k i s 
unobjectionable. But most of i t has also been devoid of challenge. The t r i b u t e 
to Jackie Robinson, the medals for the long-ignored black heroes of World War 
I I , the apology f o r the Tuskegee experiment, and the condemnation of r a c i a l l y 
motivated violence were a l l p o l i t i c a l l y safe gestures rendered according to 
wholly conventional formulas. That these gestures were so t o t a l l y 
uncontroversial i s a testament to t h e i r marginal r e l a t i o n s h i p to America's 
r a c i a l d i v i s i o n s . 

The president's address yesterday at the University of C a l i f o r n i a at San 
Diego was somewhat d i f f e r e n t i n that the locale forced him to at least touch 
upon a current dispute. A f t e r a l l , during the past year, C a l i f o r n i a had ended 
a f f i r m a t i v e action i n a l l state agencies and programs. As a supporter of 
a f f i r m a t i v e action, Clinton disagrees with C a l i f o r n i a ' s governor and a m a j o r i t y 
of i t s voters. Many who feared that Clinton would p u l l a "Lani Guinier" on 
a f f i r m a t i v e action -- i . e . , abandon his p o s i t i o n i n the face of strong 
opposition -- are r e l i e v e d and pleased that he has reconfirmed his commitment to 
t h i s embattled p o l i c y . 

In terms of p u b l i c enlightenment, however, even Clinton's engagement with the 
a f f i r m a t i v e action issue has been uninspiring, since his defense evades the 
deepest, most d i f f i c u l t questions posed by i t s c r i t i c s . 

I f Clinton's i n i t i a t i v e i s to amount to anything memorable i t must create 
forums i n which knowledgeable thoughtful people address t h e i r f e l l o w c i t i z e n s 
about the r a c i a l matters that touch them most i n t i m a t e l y . 

We need to hear about and from people who l i v e i n the nation's black and 
brown ghettos. Do they have reason to believe that i f they "play by the rules" 
t h e i r l i v e s and the l i v e s of t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i l l become more prosperous, secure 
and enjoyable? 

We need to hear about and from white women who view race as a signal that a 
black male stranger poses more of a threat to them than a white male stranger. 
Is t h e i r c a l c u l a t i o n sensible? Is i t f a i r ? 

We need to hear about and from those who view Asians as the model minority. 
Are they i m p l i c i t l y l a b e l i n g blacks as the non-model minority? 

We need to hear about and from Latinos, Asian Americans and blacks, who view 
one another w i t h r a c i a l resentment and d i s t r u s t . What i s the basis of t h e i r 
discord? What would s a t i s f y the antagonists? 

We need to hear about and from those who encourage t h e i r c h i l d r e n to marry 
persons w i t h i n t h e i r race, r e l i g i o n or ethnic group. Does such advice warrant 
praise or condemnation? 

To pose these and even more pointed questions, and to permit and consider a 
range of divergent responses, might help to create the thought-provoking 
conversation that many Americans would l i k e to have about t h e i r r a c i a l dilemmas. 

Allowing, much less f a c i l i t a t i n g , such a venture, however, cuts against the 
grain of the administration's s t y l e . I t t y p i c a l l y wants to c o n t r o l , not learn 
from, public discussion of d i f f i c u l t issues. 
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The conversation about race that the country needs i s one that e n t a i l s taking 
r i s k s . Because we are u n l i k e l y to see much p r e s i d e n t i a l r i s k taking i n the race 
i n i t i a t i v e , we are u n l i k e l y to benefit much from i t . Hopefully, the man from 
Hope w i l l prove me wrong. 

Randall Kennedy i s a professor at Harvard Law School and the author of "Race, 
Crime and Law," published l a s t month by Pantheon Books. 

GRAPHIC: I l l u s t r a t i o n , john overmeyer f o r The Washington Post; I l l u s t r a t i o n , 
oliphant 
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TOM BROKAW, anchor: 

Black Americans and w h i t e Americans s t i l l have v e r y d i f f e r e n t views about 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r b l a c k s t o advance i n t h i s c o u n t r y . A new Gallup p o l l out t h i s 
week says t h a t w h i t e s b e l i e v e t h e r e i s not much of a problem, but blacks argue 
t h a t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s t i l l l i m i t s t h e i r chances i n America. Almost equal 
percentages of b o t h groups t h i n k t h a t race r e l a t i o n s w i l l always be a problem i n 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s . But Harvard law p r o f e s s o r Randall Kennedy, a stu d e n t of race 
r e l a t i o n s , says t h a t Americans have always depended too much on s k i n c o l o r and 
too l i t t l e on achievement. He's w r i t t e n a p r o v o c a t i v e book c a l l e d "Race, Crime, 
and the Law." 

Mr. RANDALL KENNEDY: My s t r o n g p r e f e r e n c e would be t o have a s o c i a l and 
p o l i t i c a l o r d e r i n which race had r e a l l y no moral, or p o l i t i c a l , o r l e g a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

BROKAW: Why don't you b e l i e v e i n A f f i r m a t i v e A c t i o n ? 

Mr. KENNEDY: W e l l , I would p r e f e r t h a t we not t r e a t people d i f f e r e n t l y 
a c c o r d i n g t o race. To the e x t e n t t h a t A f f i r m a t i v e A c t i o n does t h a t , i t 
immediately causes me tremendous a n x i e t y . 

Group of C h i l d r e n : ( I n unison) I am s p e c i a l . I am young and g i f t e d . 

BROKAW: You w r i t e a b o u t ' b l a c k s , f o r example, who are p e r f e c t l y c o m f o r t a b l e 
w i t h the idea of bonding w i t h o t h e r b l a c k s , whether they know them or n o t , but 
are outraged when, f o r example, w h i t e s get t o g e t h e r and say. We're proud of our 
whit e race and our w h i t e f a m i l y . ' 

Mr. KENNEDY: People ought not t o have r a c i a l p r i d e . Why should anybody be 
proud of something t h a t t h e y merely i n h e r i t ? People should be proud of t h i n g s 
t h a t t h e y themselves accomplish. 

BROKAW: How do you f i t i n t o a l l of t h a t ? Do they c a l l you b r o t h e r ? 

Mr. KENNEDY: Oh, sure. 

BROKAW: And how do you f e e l about t h a t ? 
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Mr. KENNEDY: Well, i t ' s l i k e many things. I t has a good side and a bad 
side. I have l o t s of fr i e n d s , l o t s of family members who were at the M i l l i o n 
Man March, and i t was u p l i f t i n g f o r many people. On the other hand, things l i k e 
the M i l l i o n Man March entrenches race consciousness. I t entrenches the idea 
that there are--that we belong to d i f f e r e n t r a c i a l teams. 

BROKAW: You seem to be divided between your heart and your mind on t h i s issue 
of race. Is that a f a i r summary? 

Mr. KENNEDY: I'm no more immune to the various sentiments than anyone else. 
But I'm not uncomfortable w i t h f i g h t i n g these sentiments that are w i t h i n me. 

BROKAW: Harvard law professor Randall Kennedy tonight. 

When we come back, t h i s young man wants to be a police o f f i c e r , but should 
his past stand i n the way? 

LANGUAGE: English 
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and the author, of "Race, Crime and the Law." 

BODY: 

Thus f a r i n his campaign to summon Americans to confront and overcome t h e i r 
r a c i a l problems. President Clinton has focused almost exclusively upon b i g o t r y 
that v i r t u a l l y a l l i n t e l l i g e n t and respectable people now abhor: the color 
b a r r i e r that excluded black baseball players from the major leagues, the 
notorious medical experiments on black men i n Tuskegee, r a c i a l l y motivated, 
v i o l e n t hate crimes. 

I t i s useful f o r the president to h i g h l i g h t these despicable acts insofar as 
some Americans remain unaware of the extent to which contempt f o r people of 
color has poisoned society. I t would be a mistake, however, f o r the president t o 
suggest that aggressive b i g o t r y lay at the heart of our current r a c i a l dilemmas. 

I f r a c i a l l y motivated violence, the Ku Klux Klan, the N-word, and the ugly 
sentiments that nourish these v i l e outcroppings of r a c i a l animus were suddenly 
•to disappear, we surely would be l e f t with a be t t e r society. This welcome 
development, however, would have l i t t l e e f f e c t on the i s o l a t e d , miserable, 
criminogetic circumstances i n which disproportionately large numbers of blacks. 
Latinos and Native Americans l i v e . Nor would the sudden, magical disappearance 
of r a c i a l hatred massively reduce the discriminations that u n f a i r l y burden 
m i n o r i t i e s i n the c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e system and housing and employment markets. 

Many of the deprivations that ensnare large numbers of r a c i a l m i n o r i t i e s are 
vestiges of past i n j u s t i c e s that perpetuate harms even i n the absence of any 
continuing purposeful aim to do so. Thus, unfortunately, the h o r r i d conditions 
that menace so many Americans stuck i n our black and brown ghettos continue to 
wreak havoc even without the a i d of r a c i a l malevolence. Mere in d i f f e r e n c e w i l l 
s u f f i c e . 

The problem facing the president or anyone else seriously concerned with 
addressing the core of r a c i a l inequity i s not persuading the Great American 
Middle that burning black (or any other) churches i s t e r r i b l e or that i t i s 
disgusting to hate people simply because of the color of t h e i r skin. The vast 
majority of people have already been persuaded to embrace these propositions. 
The r e a l problem i s persuading the Great American Middle t o reor i e n t 
fundamentally the a l l o c a t i o n s of power and p r i v i l e g e that continue to make 



PAGE 2 0 
Los Angeles Times, June 12, 1997 

America a "pigmentocracy" despite the substantial and heartening changes f o r the 
b e t t e r that have occurred over the past 50 years. To carry out t h i s task w i l l 
require more than a willingness to avoid g r a t u i t o u s l y i n s u l t i n g or harming 
others because of t h e i r race. I t w i l l also require something that President 
Clinton has yet to mention w i t h any real c l a r i t y : s a c r i f i c e . 

Redressing the wounds l e f t by our long h i s t o r y of r a c i a l oppression w i l l 
require an expensive reconstruction. But the ascendant p o l i t i c s of the moment i s 
averse to r e d i s t r i b u t i n g wealth and opportunity downward, whether i n terms of 
class, gender or race. To push the nation toward the r e a l i z a t i o n of i t s ideals 
w i l l require the president to t e l l the public something that he appears lo a t h t o 
a r t i c u l a t e : that s o c i a l j u s t i c e , l i k e many of the best things i n l i f e , i s 
costly, and that f o r us t o pay t h i s cost i s worthwhile. 

The president, l i k e many commentators, speaks as i f ceasing to engage i n 
r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s cost-free, as i f a l l that such a renunciation would 
e n t a i l i s merely the forgoing of an a r b i t r a r y gesture. But that i s often not so. 
Of course, some r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n stems so l e l y from b i g o t r y ; but a l o t of 
r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s s t r a t e g i c . Strategic r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n arises when 
people calculate, o f t e n c o r r e c t l y , that they can a t t a i n some extra b i t of 
security by using race ( t y p i c a l l y coloredness) as a proxy f o r an increased r i s k 
of danger. Much of the r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n engaged i n by home buyers, t a x i 
drivers and employers i s of t h i s s o r t . They i n i t i a l l y disfavor colored 
neighborhoods, p o t e n t i a l customers and prospective employees not because they 
are bigots but because they perceive that doing so w i l l maximize t h e i r 
s e l f - i n t e r e s t , at least i n the short term. 

I f r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n that adversely a f f e c t s m i n o r i t i e s were so l e l y an 
a c t i v i t y c a r r i e d out by marginal creeps, i t would not c o n s t i t u t e the major 
problem that i t i s . ' The f a c t that r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n often does advance the 
narrow s e l f - i n t e r e s t of i n t e l l i g e n t , decent, i n f l u e n t i a l people i s what gives i t 
deep roots and makes any serious e f f o r t to uproot such practices a f a r more 
d i f f i c u l t and d i s r u p t i v e venture than the president's r h e t o r i c has so f a r 
indicated. 
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Facing continued white resistance to busing to achieve school desegregation, 
an increasingly conservative j u d i c i a r y and now c r i t i c i s m from inside and outside 
i t s ranks, the National Association f o r the Advancement of Colored People i s 
reth i n k i n g one of i t s fundamental p r i n c i p l e s : advocacy of public school 
i n t e g r a t i o n . 

The N.A.A.C.P. has always supported school i n t e g r a t i o n as a way to improve 
educational opportunities f o r black students, but other black leaders have begun 
voicing doubts about that goal. They say the organization should focus more 
heavily on seeking the improvement of majority-black schools. 

A change i n the 88-year-old organization's p o s i t i o n on school i n t e g r a t i o n , 
should i t occur, would come a f t e r years of c r i t i c i s m of the N.A.A.C.P. as being 
hidebound and lacking i n appeal f o r younger blacks. Debating such a r a d i c a l move 
would allow the organization to be seen as being more attuned to new th i n k i n g i n 
c i v i l r i g h t s . 

O f f i c i a l s of the organization have been i n a quandary i n recent years about 
members who oppose i t s t r a d i t i o n a l support f o r r a c i a l l y mixed schools, even 
ousting l o c a l chapter d i r e c t o r s who expressed d i f f e r e n t views. Opposition to the 
N.A.A.C.P. p o l i c y has been growing at the same time that segregation i n public 
schools has been on the r i s e . 

Other dissenting voices have added pressure. More black parents are 
complaining that under school i n t e g r a t i o n plans, i t i s t h e i r c h i l d r e n who are 
most l i k e l y to be the ones bused out of t h e i r neighborhoods. And some black 
sel f - h e l p advocates, l i k e Justice Clarence Thomas and Louis Farrakhan, head of 
the Nation of Islam, have argued that i t i s demeaning to suggest that black 
students can achieve a quality.education only i n l a r g e l y white schools. 

At i t s nati o n a l convention next month i n Pittsburgh, the N.A.A.C.P. i s 
expected to have a formal debate on i t s school-integration p o l i c y f o r the f i r s t 
time i n more than a decade. 

Myrlie Evers-Williams, the chairwoman of the N.A.A.C.P., said she not only 
expected the delegates to debate the merits of continuing to promote i n t e g r a t i o n 
i n public schools but also expected them to consider modifying the group's 
p o s i t i o n through a r e s o l u t i o n . But her personal p o s i t i o n i s s t i l l i n support of 
integrated schools. 
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"The N.A.A.C.P. has always b e l i e v e d i n i n t e g r a t i o n of the p u b l i c schools," 
Ms. E v e r s - W i l l i a m s s a i d . "But a debate has been r a g i n g as t o whether t h a t ' s 
s t i l l the p o s i t i o n we should t a k e . " 

Whether the d e l e g a t e s decide t o a l t e r t h e i r backing of i n t e g r a t i o n e f f o r t s , 
i n c l u d i n g b u s i n g , o r s i m p l y v o t e t o study the i s s u e , Ms. Evers-Williams s a i d t he 
N.A.A.C.P. board would a l s o take up the issue e i t h e r a t the convention or a t i t s 
next board meeting i n October. 

Even the s u g g e s t i o n of a s h i f t i n p o s i t i o n c o u l d f u r t h e r erode support f o r a 
p o l i c y t h a t seems t o be i n c r e a s i n g l y f a l l i n g out of f a v o r among b l a c k s . 

Michael Meyers, head of the New York C i v i l R i g h t s C o a l i t i o n , a c e n t r i s t group 
t h a t s t i l l s u p p o r t s i n t e g r a t i o n , i n t e r p r e t e d Ms. Evers-Williams's statements as 
a t a c i t a p p r o v a l of some change i n d i r e c t i o n . 

"She i s now sending a v e r y c l e a r and s t r o n g s i g n a l t h a t she i s ready t o l e t 
t h e i r p o l i c y go by the wayside," Mr. Meyers s a i d . 

The r e t h i n k i n g of i t s stance on i n t e g r a t i o n comes a t a time when the 
N.A.A.C.P. i s s t r u g g l i n g t o f i n d i t s v o i c e again a f t e r s e v e r a l years of i n t e r n a l 
d i s c o r d t h a t l e d t o the d i s m i s s a l of i t s former e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r Benjamin F. 
Chavis J r . , and the replacement w i t h Ms. Evers-Williams of i t s chairman, W i l l i a m 
F. Gibson. The group has a l s o had t o pay o f f a $3.2 m i l l i o n debt t h a t had 
hamstrung i t s l e g a l and advocacy work. 

Last week Ms. Ev e r s - W i l l i a m s brought t o g e t h e r a m u l t i r a c i a l panel of e x p e r t s 
t o advise her and o t h e r N.A.A.C.P. le a d e r s on issues and s t r a t e g i e s the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n might pursue. 

"For the l a s t two years, we have been focused on the s u r v i v a l of the 
N.A.A.C.P.," Ms. Ev e r s - W i l l i a m s s a i d . "We're t r y i n g t o make the o r g a n i z a t i o n 
s t r o n g so t h a t we can t u r n t o an a c t i o n p l a n . " 

E f f o r t s t o reduce school b u s i n g are w i n n i n g some b l a c k support. E a r l i e r t h i s 
year, the Board o f Education i n G u i l f o r d County, N.C, which i n c l u d e s 
Greensboro, v o t e d t o redraw i t s d i s t r i c t l i n e s t o minimize i t s l a r g e - s c a l e 
busing program and pre s e r v e neighborhood schools. Among the groups a d v o c a t i n g 
the end of l a r g e - s c a l e b u s i n g i n the county was a group of b l a c k m i n i s t e r s 
c a l l e d the P u l p i t Forum. 

"Our b i g g e s t concern now i s whether our schools w i l l be equal," s a i d Amos 
Quick, a b l a c k member of the 60-member c i t i z e n s committee t h a t w i l l redraw the 
school boundaries, w r i t i n g i n The Greensboro News & Record l a s t month. "Separate 
but t r u l y equal would not be so bad." 

I n some ways, a s h i f t i n the N.A.A.C.P.'s p o l i c y would have more symbolic 
meaning than r e a l impact. Under what was e s s e n t i a l l y a peace t r e a t y between two 
groups t h a t are o f t e n i n c o m p e t i t i o n , the N.A.A.C.P. g e n e r a l l y f i l e d school 
d e s e g r e g a t i o n s u i t s i n the N o r t h i n the 1960's and 1970's, w h i l e the NAACP Legal 
Defense and E d u c a t i o n a l Fund, once p a r t of the N.A.A.C.P., brought such s u i t s i n 
the South. 

But the Supreme Court's 1974 d e c i s i o n i n M i l l i k e n v. Bradley made i t more 
d i f f i c u l t and more expensive t o win d e s e g r e g a t i o n s u i t s t h a t r e s u l t e d i n , 
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busing between increasingly black i n n e r - c i t y d i s t r i c t s and white suburbs, the 
general trend i n northern metropolitan areas. With the increased costs of the 
lawsuits and the N.A.A.C.P.'s continued f i n a n c i a l woes, the group has v i r t u a l l y 
stopped i n v o l v i n g i t s e l f at the national l e v e l i n school desegregation cases. 

"The N.A.A.C.P. i s a large organization, and there are many l o c a l chapters 
who are s t i l l f i g h t i n g the resegregation of schools that i s going on," said Gary 
O r f i e l d , a professor of education and soci a l p o l i c y at Harvard. "But the 
national N.A.A.C.P. o f f i c e has not been a major actor i n t h i s area f o r years." 

S t i l l , the symbolism of an N.A.A.C.P. re t r e a t from i t s u n s t i n t i n g support of 
school i n t e g r a t i o n would have sign i f i c a n c e . The Justice Department monitors more 
than 400 school desegregation programs -- some court-ordered, some voluntary --
and some observers say i t would become more d i f f i c u l t to defend those programs, 
especially the so-called metropolitan plans, which involve busing between c i t i e s 
and suburbs -- from attack. 

" I f the N.A.A.C.P. i s saying that separate i s no longer unequal," Mr. Meyers 
said, "that f u n c t i o n a l l y reverses Brown v. Board of Education. I f the 
N.A.A.C.P. i s p u l l i n g back, then they are sending a strong signal to the courts 
and making i t extremely d i f f i c u l t f o r there to be metropolitan remedies f o r 
segregation." 

Support f o r school i n t e g r a t i o n has been a defining p r i n c i p l e of the 
N.A.A.C.P. almost since i t s inception. Indeed, i t was l i t i g a t i o n c a r r i e d out by 
Thurgood Marshall, the l a t e Supreme Court Justice who once headed the group's 
legal department, that eventually led to the landmark Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka, Kan., decision i n 1954. That decision outlawed legal 
segregation and overturned the doctrine set f o r t h i n the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson 
case, i n which the Court said that separate but equal treatment of blacks and 
whites did not v i o l a t e the equal p r o t e c t i o n guarantee of the Constitution. 

But i n recent years, there has been growing disillusionment with busing and 
other e f f o r t s t o achieve i n t e g r a t i o n . J u l i a n Bond, an N.A.A.C.P. board member 
who said he would oppose diminishing support f o r integrated schools, s t i l l 
empathized with those who are f r u s t r a t e d . "Generally among black Americans," Mr. 
Bond said, "there i s a f e e l i n g that t h i s has come to naught, that so much energy 
has been put i n t o i t without commensurate r e s u l t s and that white America has 
been so r e s i s t a n t that you're b u t t i n g your head against the w a l l . I thi n k i t ' s a 
wrong a t t i t u d e , but i t ' s an understandable a t t i t u d e . " 

The debate over i n t e g r a t i o n has r o i l e d the N.A.A.C.P. i t s e l f . Last year, the 
N.A.A.C.P. board dismissed Robert H. Robinson as president of i t s Bergen County 
branch i n New Jersey f o r expressing the view that g e t t i n g q u a l i t y schools i n 
black neighborhoods was more important than seeking i n t e g r a t i o n . I n October 
1995, the group also ousted Kenneth W. Jenkins, president of the Yonkers branch, 
a f t e r he questioned the wisdom of the continued use of busing to achieve 
i n t e g r a t i o n . 

That type of ferment w i t h i n the black community i s c l e a r l y i n f l u e n c i n g the 
N.A.A.C.P. to review i t s p o s i t i o n , several board members said. 

"When you l i s t e n to the views of the community and l i s t e n to parents, they 
are t e l l i n g us that things are not r i g h t , " said Sandra McGary, chairwoman of the 
N.A.A.C.P. board's education committee. 
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S t i l l , some board members say they fear that a less stalwart p o s i t i o n would 
coincide with a worrisome trend of more segregation. 

A report issued l a s t month by researchers from Harvard and Indiana 
U n i v e r s i t i e s found that r a c i a l segregation i n the public schools had been 
increasing since 1980, especially as more white f a m i l i e s had moved out of inner 
c i t i e s and i n t o the suburbs and as Federal courts had stopped ordering 
i n t e g r a t i o n plans that l i n k e d c i t i e s and suburbs. 

The report's authors warned against g i v i n g i n to that trend. 
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With his long-awaited speech on race r e l a t i o n s Saturday, President Clinton 
continued an odyssey toward convention on the most incendiary issue i n American 
p o l i t i c s - . 

Though Clinton has always spoken with great passion about the need f o r r a c i a l 
healing, at d i f f e r e n t points i n his career he has prescribed d i f f e r e n t methods 
for achieving i t . 

I n his i n i t i a l 1992 campaign--and at various points i n his 
presidency--Clinton has offered a v i s i o n of r a c i a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n that departed 
from l i b e r a l conventions by emphasizing mutual r e s p o n s i b i l i t y among whites and 
min o r i t i e s a l i k e . But more often i n the past few years--and again 
Saturday--Clinton has presented a much more t r a d i t i o n a l l y l i b e r a l analysis that 
defended a f f i r m a t i v e action, praised d i v e r s i t y and emphasized the h i s t o r y of 
dis c r i m i n a t i o n against m i n o r i t i e s . 

"There has been a great difference between his campaign mode and his 
governing mode on t h i s , " said Fred Siegel, a h i s t o r i a n at Cooper Union, a New 
York City college. 

Beneath the s h i f t i n g nuance of Clinton's message i s a larger question about 
the best path to easing r a c i a l tensions and broadening opportunities f o r 
m i n o r i t i e s . While A f r i c a n American leaders l i k e Jesse Jackson believe that the 
key i s new, r a c i a l l y targeted government programs to attack poverty and 
disc r i m i n a t i o n , c e n t r i s t Democratic thinkers l i k e Siegel believe that a more 
promising approach i s Clinton's 1992 formula, which stressed r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
around the idea of shared values and race-neutral programs that l i n k opportunity 
with r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
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"We are f a r from a c o l o r b l i n d s o c i e t y , " s a i d W i l l M a r s h a l l , p r e s i d e n t of the 
c e n t r i s t P r o g r e s s i v e P o l i c y I n s t i t u t e , "but the c o u n t r y b e l i e v e s the problem i s 
l e s s and l e s s a problem of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and more and more one of poor people 
i n m i n o r i t y communities l a c k i n g the o p p o r t u n i t y t o j o i n the burgeoning b l a c k 
middle c l a s s . " 

At the moment, C l i n t o n appears t o be a d r i f t between these contending v i s i o n s , 
o f f e r i n g n e i t h e r a c l e a r a l t e r n a t i v e t o the t r a d i t i o n a l c i v i l r i g h t s agenda nor 
s p e c i f i c i n i t i a t i v e s f o r advancing i t . 

Since the f i r s t days of h i s 1992 campaign, C l i n t o n has r e p e a t e d l y condemned 
racism, i n s i s t i n g t h a t the n a t i o n c o u l d not move f o r w a r d w i t h o u t r a c i a l and 
e t h n i c r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . But, e s p e c i a l l y i n t h a t f i r s t p r e s i d e n t i a l campaign, he 
l i n k e d t h a t r e c o n c i l i a t i o n t o demanding g r e a t e r "personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y " among 
the poor--most n o t a b l y by r e q u i r i n g work from w e l f a r e r e c i p i e n t s - - a n d c a r e f u l l y 
suggested t h a t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n c o u l d not e x p l a i n a l l the problems c o n f r o n t i n g 
m i n o r i t i e s . 

I n e f f e c t , C l i n t o n sought t o b r i d g e the r a c i a l and i d e o l o g i c a l d i v i s i o n s over 
race r e l a t i o n s by a r g u i n g t h a t the n a t i o n c o u l d come t o g e t h e r around a v i s i o n 
t h a t p r o v i d e d equal o p p o r t u n i t y f o r , but demanded equal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y from, a l l 
Americans. 

I n the 1992 campaign and beyond, t h a t s y n t h e s i s c a r r i e d C l i n t o n i n t o 
u n u s u a l l y candid d i s c u s s i o n s of r a c i a l i s s u e s . On successive days i n March 1992, 
he made dramatic back-to-back appeals f o r r a c i a l harmony i n Macomb County--a 
D e t r o i t suburb symbolic t o many of w h i t e f l i g h t - - a n d an i n n e r - c i t y b l a c k church 
i n D e t r o i t . 

I n Macomb, he t o l d members of an almost a l l - w h i t e audience t h a t as p r e s i d e n t , 
he would work t o " g i v e you your values back" but i n r e t u r n would demand t h a t 
they "give up some of the p r e j u d i c e s of the 1980s. . . . " The next day, a t the 
b l a c k church, he s a i d government e f f o r t s t o h e l p the needy would not work 
w i t h o u t g r e a t e r i n i t i a t i v e i n poor communities. " I cannot do f o r you what you 
w i l l not do f o r y o u r s e l v e s , " he s a i d . 

Even more d r a m a t i c a l l y - - a n d c o n t r o v e r s i a l l y - - l a t e r t h a t s p r i n g C l i n t o n 
condemned a b l a c k rap s i n g e r . S i s t e r S o u l j a h , who had been quoted a f t e r the Los 
Angeles r i o t s s u g g e s t i n g t h a t A f r i c a n Americans should commit v i o l e n c e not 
a g a i n s t o t h e r m i n o r i t i e s , but r a t h e r w h i t e s . C r i t i c s accused C l i n t o n of 
e x p l o i t i n g r a c i a l a n i m o s i t i e s , but s u p p o r t e r s l i k e M a r s h a l l b e l i e v e d t h a t 
C l i n t o n was sending a p o w e r f u l message t h a t he i n t e n d e d t o h o l d a l l races t o 
common standards. 

C l i n t o n was a c u t e l y aware t h a t a l l of t h i s r e p r e s e n t e d a s t a r k d e p a r t u r e from 
the p r e v a i l i n g l i b e r a l d i s c u s s i o n about race, which focused almost e n t i r e l y on 
l i n g e r i n g problems of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , s a i d S t a n l e y B. Greenberg, C l i n t o n ' s 1992 
campaign p o l l s t e r . 

"What he was s a y i n g was t h e r e are values t h a t u n i t e b l a c k and w h i t e , and t h e y 
the races were b e i n g d i v i d e d by those who want t o take advantage. He was 
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saying the theme of personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y provided the basis f o r the people i n 
Macomb to reach out t o D e t r o i t and vice versa," Greenberg said. 

As president, C l i n t o n has returned to t h i s v i s i o n i n some of his most 
powerful speeches--including his November 1993 address i n the Memphis, Tenn., 
p u l p i t where Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his l a s t sermon, and his 
impassioned remarks on the day of the " M i l l i o n Man March" i n October 1995. 

In the Memphis speech, Clinton emphasized the progress against d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
and said King would have been h o r r i f i e d to see "13-year-old boys with automatic 
weapons" and "chil d r e n " bearing children. I n Texas, on the day of Louis 
Farrakhan's sprawling separatist oratory at the Capitol, Clinton pointedly 
declared that whites and blacks a l i k e had to "clean t h e i r house . . . of 
racism." 

L i t t l e of that astringent language was evident i n Clinton's speech on 
Saturday. His discussion of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was cursory, muted and d i f f u s e ; he 
spent considerably more time emphasizing t r a d i t i o n a l l i b e r a l p r i o r i t i e s l i k e the 
defense of a f f i r m a t i v e action and d i v e r s i t y . 

That f i t h i s recent r h e t o r i c a l pattern. In his 1996 campaign he mostly 
delivered broad, soft-edged appeals f o r i n t e r r a c i a l tolerance. As he did 
Saturday, Clinton i n the 1995 speech i n which he ca l l e d f o r the continuation of 
a f f i r m a t i v e action programs emphasized the "persistence of . . . b i g o t r y . " 

Clinton's record on race-related issues shows the same d i v i s i o n . Many of 
Clinton's key domestic p o l i c i e s have been infused with themes of i n d i v i d u a l 
i n i t i a t i v e and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Over the objections of c i v i l r i g h t s leaders, he 
signed anti-crime l e g i s l a t i o n that balanced funding f o r prevention programs w i t h 
tough new punishment measures, and welfare reform l e g i s l a t i o n that required work 
and imposed a time l i m i t on government assistance. His urban agenda i s based 
less on d i r e c t government spending than on the promotion of development with 
increased access t o p r i v a t e investment. 

But Clinton has disappointed c e n t r i s t Democrats by refusing to consider 
a l t e r n a t i v e s to a f f i r m a t i v e action that might be less r a c i a l l y d i v i s i v e ( l i k e 
assistance based on economic class ) , though Clinton on Saturday f l e e t i n g l y 
suggested that he would be receptive i f anyone showed him a viable a l t e r n a t i v e . 

Exactly why Cli n t o n has given greater emphasis recently to conventional 
l i b e r a l arguments on race i s n ' t clear. But some close observers speculate that 
the push by some Republicans to eliminate a l l a f f i r m a t i v e action programs has 
compelled him t o i n t e n s i f y h i s defense of them. Conversely, Siegel suggests 
Clinton's renewed focus on race may also represent an e f f o r t to soothe m i n o r i t y 
leaders angry over the welfare reform and balanced-budget agreements. 

With these divergent s t r a i n s of thought entwining through Clinton's record, 
even close observers can't pr e d i c t w i t h c e r t a i n t y whether his r a c i a l i n i t i a t i v e 
w i l l produce new d i r e c t i o n s or s l i d e i n t o the old grooves that have divided l e f t 
from r i g h t , and black from white, on the issue. 
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"He i s r i g h t t o t h i n k there i s work to be done i n r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , and he as 
president can do i t , " Greenberg said. "But the tendency i s to come back to i t i n 
more t r a d i t i o n a l terms rather than the terms he introduced i n 1992." 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: President Clinton takes i n ceremony with UC San Diego associated 
students President Coleen Sabatini. PHOTOGRAPHER: GINA FERAZZI / Los Angeles 
Times 

LANGUAGE: English 

LOAD-DATE: June 15, 1997 


