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DRAFT STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I am disappointed in today's SupremeCourf s^6cision which rules part ofthe Brady Law 
unconstitutional. The Brady Law has kepfr86,000lelqns:) fugitives, and mentally unstable 
persons from purchasing handguns. And I will do everything in my power to make sure that we 
continue to keep handguns out ofthe hands of criminals. 

Today's ruling should not mean an end to Brady background checks. Twenty-seven states 
-- nine more than when the Brady Law first passed -- now conduct background checks as a matter 
of state law and will continue to do so. 

We expect that the majority of law enforcement agencies in the remaining states will 
continue to conduct background checks-- not because they are required by federal law- but 
because that is good law enforcement policy. I have directed Attomey General Reno and 
Treasury Secretary Rubin to contact police departments across the country today, to make sure 
they know that Brady background checks can continue to be done on a voluntary basis. 

But we should not stop there. [I challenge Congress to quickly pass legislation to prohibit 
a federally-licensed gun dealer from selling a handgun unless a law enforcement official has 
certified that a background check will be conducted.] Our goal is clear: no background check, no 
handgun. 

We recently received encouraging news from the Justice Department that last year we saw 
the largest drop in violent crime in more than three and a half decades. Murders dropped a 
stunning 11 percent in 1996. Our strategy of more police, tougher punishments, and fewer guns 
in the hands of criminals is making a difference. But we cannot let up. The safety of our 
communities and of all Americans is better assured when Brady background checks are 
conducted. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June xx, 1997 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I am deeply disappointed with today's Supreme Court decision to strike down the 
Line-Item Veto. The decision is a defeat for all Americans ~ it deprives the President of a 
valuable tool for eliminating waste in the Federal budget and for enlivening the public debate over 
how to make the best use of public fiinds. 

Starting with Ulysses S. Grant, Presidents of both parties have sought the Line-Item Veto 
~ and with good reason. Most of our nation's govemors have some type of Line-Item Veto 
authority. I was pleased to work with Congress to secure a passage of the Line-Item Veto law 
last session. By permitting the President to cancel discretionary spending, new entitlement 
authority, and certain types of tax provisions that benefit special interests at the expense ofthe 
public interest, it would enable Presidents to ensure that the Federal Government is spending 
public resources as wisely as possible. 

Since taking office in 1993, we have reduced the budget deficit by 77%. The historic 
bipartisan budget agreement reached last month will ensure that we finish the job. Presidents 
should have the Line-Item veto to help keep the budget in balance and ensure that we put our 
public fiinds to the best possible uses. 

I have asked the Department of Justice to study the opinion closely and provide me with 
recommendations as to how, under the Constitution, we enable Presidents to have this authority 
to cut waste and protect the interests of the American taxpayer. 
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For Immediate Release 
June XI, 1997 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I am very pleased with today's Supreme Court decision that rejected the challenge to the 
line-item veto. The decision is a victory for all Americans - it preserves for the President a 
valuable tool for eliminating waste in the Federal budget and for enlivening the pubhc debate over 
how to make the best use of public fiinds. 

Starting with Ulysses S. Grant, Presidents of both parties have sought the Line-Item Veto 
- and with good reason. Most of our nation's govemors have some type of Lme-Item Veto 
authority I was pleased to work with Congress to secure a passage ofthe Line-Item Veto law 
last session. By permitting the President to cancel discretionary spendmg, new entitlement 
authority and certain types of tax provisions that benefit special interests at the expense ofthe 
public interest, it would enable Presidents to ensure that the Federal Govemment is spending 
public resources as wisely as possible. 

Since taking office in 1993, we have reduced the budget deficit by 77% 
I was pleased to work with Congress to secure a historic agreement to balance the budget. The 

line-item veto will help to keep the budget in balance, and provide us with added discipline by 
ensuring that, as tight budgets increasingly squeeze our resources, we put our public fiinds to the 
best possible uses. 

I look forward to using it wisely. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Michelle Crisci/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: communications decency act 

Draft statement on Supreme Court decision (6/5) 

Today the Supreme Court mled that the Communications Decency Act is not 
constitutional We wiU study their opinion closely. It is critical that we solve the problem that the 
authors ofthe Communications Decency Act identified. I beUeve there is an alternative way to 
achieving this goal that is beyond legal reproach and gives parents and teachers the control they 
need and deserve. 

The Intemet is an incredibly powerfiil medium for freedom of speech and freedom of 
expression that should be protected. It is the biggest change in human commumcations since the 
printing press, and is being used to educate our chUdren, provide valuable health care information, 
and allow citizens to keep in touch with their govemment. 

But there is material on the Intemet that is clearly inappropriate for children. As a parent, 
1 understand the concems that parents have about their children accessing inappropnate matenai. 
If we are to make the Intemet a powerfiil resource for leaming, we must give parenj and teachers 
the tools they need to make the Intemet safefor children. ^"ULJU^ ^-^^<.ji,^^^^ 

Therefore in the coming days, I wiU convene industry leaders and groups representing 
teachers parents 'and Ubrarians. We can and must develop a solution for the Intemet that is as 
nowerfiii for the computer as the v-chip will be for the television, and that protects children in 
ways that are consistent with America's free speech values. With the right technology and rating 
systems - we can help ensure that our children don't end up in the red light districts of cyberspace. 
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Draft Draft 

Right to Die — Vaccov. Quill 

I am very pleased with today's Supreme Court decision against physician-assisted suicide. 
The decision is a victory for all Americans-it prevents us from going down a very dangerous and 
troubling path in this diflBcult and often agonizing issue. 

With today's decision, the Court voices its concem that there is a significant distinction 
between assisting in death and allowing death to occur. Not only is this an important legal 
distinction, it is also a distinction of deep moral and ethical implications. 

I have a great deal of sympathy and a profound respect for those who suffer from 
incurable iUnesses, and for their famihes. I have had a number of family members die from painfiil 
and protracted illnesses. Even so, I have always expressed my strong opposition to 
physician-assisted suicide. I beheve that it is wrong, and have always believed it to be wrong. It 
is not right to force patients who might aheady have impaired judgment into a position where they 
might have to make serious and irreversible judgments about their own health care needs. 

Today's decision indicates that the dangers and consequences of allowing 
physician-assisted suicide far outweigh the good that it might do in some cases. The issue is 
unavoidably heartrending, and we must never ignore the agony of terminally ill patients, but the 
Supreme Court made the right decision today. The risks and consequences of physician-assisted 
suicide are simply too great. 
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Draft Draft Draft 

Right to Die - lose 

Vacco V. Quill 

I am deeply disappointed with today's Supreme Court decision in favor of 
physician-assisted suicide. The decision is a defeat for all Americans-it allows America to go 
down a very dangerous and troubUng path in this difficult and often agonizing issue. 

There is a critical distinction, one of deep legal, moral, and ethical implications, between 
assisting in death and allowing death to occur. Unfortunately, the Court failed to view this 
distinction as a deciding factor. 

I have a great deal of sympathy and a profound respect for those who suffer from 
incurable illnesses, and for their families. I have had a number of family members die from painfiil 
and protracted ilhiesses. Even so, I have always expressed my strong opposition to 
physician-assisted suicide. I believe that it is wrong, and have always believed it to be wrong. 
With today's decision, patients who might already have impaired judgment might be placed in a 
position where they have to make serious and irreversible judgments about their own health care 
needs. 

The dangers and consequences of allowing physician-assisted suicide far outweigh the 
good that it might do in some cases. The issue is unavoidably heartrending, and we must never 
ignore the agony of terminally UI patients, but the Supreme Court made the wrong decision today. 
The risks and consequences of physician-assisted suicide are simply too great. 



PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS 

TALKING POINTS 
June 27th, 1997 

Acknowledgments: [Sec. Riley is in Ireland]; Mike Smith Dept. Sec. of Ed. Chairman 
ofthe White House Commission on Presidential Scholars, Stuart Moldaw [Mahl-daw]; Thank 
you to the sponsors of National Recognition Week. 

Special hello to Daniel Clayburgh from Grand Forks, North Dakota. Dan became and 
expert in sandbagging and dike patrolling during the terrible floods in April. I'm happy to hear 
that this weekend Daniel gets to go to the much anticipated high school prom - which was 
postponed due to the floods. Dan we're glad to have you here and hope you have fun. 

I 'd also like to say hello to the two scholars from Arkansas: Melanie Morris from 
Benton High School in Benton (she's a National Merit Scholar and also has a blue beh in the 
martial arts) and Louis McAlister from Maumelle who attends Little Rock Central High. Louis 
is the co-chair of a school club called "Accept No Boundaries" at Central High. "Accept No 
Boundaries" is dedicated to fighting prejudice by giving students a forum for discussing race, 
religion, ethnicity and culture. This fall I will go to Louis' school to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of Central High's integration. 

This is a hopeful time for our nation as we have entered a period of unprecedented 
opportunity. Our economy is strong. Crime and welfare rolls have dropped steeply. We are on 
the leading edge of emerging technologies. People are living longer, fuller lives. America is 
leading the world toward peace and freedom and progress, but you know well that we, too, have 
our challenges. 

It is often our young people — people your age — who teach the rest of us how to 
best listen and learn from one another. I hope that all of you will join in the efforts that Louis 
McAlister and others have begun as we try to engage in dialogue about our differences. By 
talking and learning from one another we will begin to break down the barriers that come 
between us, particularly as we grow older and more set in our ways. It is up to all of you to start 
the discussion, to be the generation that tears down, rather than strengthens, the powerful walls of 
prejudice and ignorance. 

In a democracy, citizenship is not a spectator sport. You just heard me speak about 
our political system and some specific ways in which it can and should be improved. The 
fiindamental way to strengthen our democracy is inspire and involve all of our people. Too 
many people take it for granted and chofte to remain outside of the process. You are here this 
week to learn about Washington and the way that govemment fiinctions. It is my hope that you 
will take back with you an understanding of this White House, this Capitol, this democratic 
system as one which belongs to you, while asking in return for your interest, your vote, and your 
civic involvement. 



"To whom much is given, much is required." All of you here represent excellence in 
education and the arts. In today's Information Age, education is the key to a prosperous future 
as a nation. In your hands you hold that key - - (and judging from where you sit today) you are 
already using it wisely. I trust that you will go out into the world, make the most ofthe 
technological opportunities that we now have and the endless body of knowledge for us to draw 
upon, take with you the invaluable lessons learned from your parents and teachers and be our 
leaders ofthe next century. 

Good luck and God Bless. 
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

Acknowledgments: Sec. Riley; Rebekah Close [student 

introduces you/ Spartanburg H.S., Spartanburg, S.C.]; 

Stuart Moldaw [Chmn. W.H. Comm. on Pres. Schol.] 

and all Commissioners. From Ark.: Martin Beally [Bee-

lee/Sherwood/Ark. School of Math, and Sciences] and 

his counselor, Marlene Bush; Caroline Rothert [Raw-

thert/Hot Springs/Lakeside H.S.], and her history 

teacher, Carla Mouton [Moo-tah]. Parents. Teachers. 

I'm very proud to be with you today. I know how much 

hard work went into getting to this moment-X-hepe îs 

week youVelakerrsome-time to expkrre this cityrTo 

walkH;4iî gfe4heJZapitoL_la-staî ^ 

LincolnlNTernorial, lo^ead the Constitution̂  



that-wc-sland for, and~all ihai we have accomplished in 

220 years.-You will also be remindud~ofHTow^uch 

more we have to d^jNo more than-a-mile-irom-here 

there are hard-working people struggling to make ends 

meet. There are young people who haven't had the 

same opportunities as you to make the most of their 

God-given potential!! 

"̂ ^̂  when you come to Washington, you will understam 

a simple truth about this country: The quest to realize 

the promise of American life is never finished. Our way 

of life depends on the relentless hope that if we work 

hard and play by the rules we can build better futures 

for ourselves and our children.. 



Bging-an American-̂ emes-̂ with responsibitTtiesT And 

foremeslramiDng these is the(comnTitment to pass our 

values and ever-greater opportunities on to the next 

generation ~ to see to it that the American Dream never 

dies. 

You know this because each of you brought along a 

teacher who passed something priceless on to you: Gave 

you a book that changed the way you look at the world, 

described our Revolution in a way that brought it to 

life, helped you understand chaos theory ~ something I 

wish I'd known more about before I came to 

Washington. Maybe, one day, you pass that gift on 

to another generation. This is how one generation keeps 

faith with the next. 



Itis-my job -̂ 4he4Qb-0f-jny-gefteratkffr'-- to keep~feith 

wMryuu, -tua. This may be more important than ever 

before, for we live in a time of great change. The 

revolution in information and technology is transforming 

our lives. We are moving into an era where most 

people will be working with their minds far more than 

their hands, and many of them will be working in 

businesses and industries that haven't even been 

invented yet. 

From the day I came to Washington, it has been my 

mission to make sure that our country will do well in 

the next century: That we continue to be the world's 

strongest force for peace and freedom... 



that we continue to be a beacon within our own land for 

the ideals that have made this country great, that we 

continue to see to it that every person has a chance to 

live out his or her dreams. 

^JWa^pent-̂ t)tTyfTime here working to^uTour 

economic 

comprehensive strategyloT [rowth. We cut 

th^^deficit-by-jnor^JliaiLha^ ~ and proposed a 7-year 

balai 

otential 

vestments 

in research and tec 



But we also JcDew-we4iad-tt3̂ ake~investments in-oî r 

people. Nothing ts~ more4mpojctant to our success in the 

21ŝ een!ury than preparing our people for a lifetime of 

learning. As long as we have a^wett̂ ed«cated citizenry, 

as loî g'aswe have people who can learn whatever they 

need to learn whenever they need to who 

un(0erstand that this is related to the work of citizenship. 

thiŝ CQuntry--wtti"TtO"̂ )ust fine. 

That is whv we h set 

high standards andJiave higli-e^^ectaiidgsr^ have 

-to-bring4)aek-#i 

safe and 

schools 

dismantle the barriers 

. I have challenged the states to 

the most talented 

people from becoming teachers, 



to find ways to reward the best t( 

fair Drocess to make\it eisieKto n̂ move 

nbt measure up. 

Through our Technology Literacy Challenge, we are 

working to give every child access to a computer, good 

software, trained teachers, and the Internet. This spring, 

the Vice President and I helped kick off NetDay in 

California where school, business, and civic leaders 

have already wired nearly 50 percent of the schools. 

Now there are NetDays taking place around the 

country. An alliance of educational groups ~ teachers, 

parents, administrators ~ has joined together to make 

sure America's teachers can keep up with the likes of 

this group here today. 



They call themselves 21st Century Teachers and this fall 

they will mobilize 100,000 teachers to help 500,000 

other teachers learn to use technology to teach. 

And^e must pushj>pen-̂ he doors -tô oU 

Rurther -N)ur future depends on it. Fiftpen years ago, 

the typical worker with a collegê degree made 38 

percent more than a\(orker/vith a high school diploma. 

Today, that typical college^ducated worker makes 73 

percent more. Two/years of coH^e means a 

increase in annual earnings. Over their lives 

20 percent 

, people 

who finish two years of college earn $250,000 more 

thai their iiigh school counterparts. Highej education is 

the keyio a successful future in the 21st century. 

8 



Our goal, then, must be to make the 13th and 14th 

years of education as universal as the first 12.' To meet ' 

this challenge, my Administration has put in place an 

unprecedented college opportunity strategy: Student 

loans directly to the people who need them. 

AmeriCorps, which by next year will have given over 

65,000 young people the chance to earn their way 

through college by serving their country. Pell Grant 

scholarships for deserving students ~ more every year 

in my budget. 

I'm sure many of you parents here todâ  

long days an( 

r child's cbll̂ ge. So we 

have proposed^ go even further: 



Expanding work-study so 1 million students can work 

their way through college by the year 2000. Letting 

people use money from their IRA to help pay for 

college. A $1000 honor scholarship for the top 5 

percent of high school graduates. I have called on 

colleges to keep costs down. And I have called on 

Congress to pass a $10,000 tax deduction to help 

families pay for education after high school ~ at two-

year colleges, four-year colleges, any post-high school 

education. 

I spoke earlier about our responsibility to all 

Americans. For all of you here, this age of possibility 

will actually be an age of probability ... 

10 



in large measure because of the excellent education you 

celebrate today and the one you will go on to when you 

begin college next fall. But America's mission must be 

to ensure that all our people have the opportunity to live 

out their dreams. 

So that is why earlier this month I proposed a tax credit 

of up to $1,500 a year for the first year of post-high 

school education. This tax credit will make a sizeable 

dent in the tuition for 4-year colleges and universities. 

And it will make all the difference in the world for 

students who want to enroll in community colleges, 

where the average tuition is $1,200 a year. This tax 

credit will be available for a second year to any student 

who maintains a B average. 

11 



This way, everybody who is willing to work for it can 

have — at a minimum — access to two years of 

community college. These scholarships are called "Hope 

Scholarships" and they will make hope real for millions 

of Americans who want to make the most of their lives. 

Let me say: This proposal is founded on our basic 

beliefs. First, it is fiscally responsible. The Hope 

Scholarships are paid for by budgeted savings in my 

balanced budget plan. One of our most fundamental 

values is that we do not leave our children a legacy of 

reckless debt. And second, these scholarships are there 

only for those who live up to America's basic bargain: 

We'll help create opportunity if you take responsibility. 

We'll provide them ~ but you have to work for them. 

12 



That's another value this country was built on. 

So, congratulations. I look forward to seeing you 

tomorrow when the Olympic Torch arrives at the White 

House on its journey to Atlanta. I hope you'll take a 

moment to think about what that torch represents. It is 

the light of civilization. And the light of civilization is 

sustained by education. The better educated we are, the 

brighter it will burn. We are counting on you to keep 

that flame alive ~ steady and strong ~ into the next 

century. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

13 



Acknowledgments: Sec. Riley; Rebekah Close [student 

introduces you/ Spartanburg H.S., Spartanburg, S.C.]; 

Stuart Moldaw [Chmn. W.H. Comm. on Pres. Schol.] 

and all Commissioners. From Ark.: Martin Beally [Bee-

lee/Sherwood/Ark. School of Math, and Sciences] and 

his counselor, Marlene Bush; Caroline Rothert [Raw-

thert/Hot Springs/Lakeside H.S.], and her history 

teacher, Carla Mouton [Moo-tah]. Parents. Teachers. 

I'm very proud to be with you today. I know how much 

hard work went into getting to this moment. I hope this 

week you've taken some time to explore this city: To 

walk through the Capitol, to stand in the shade of the 

Lincoln Memorial, to read the Constitution. 



Come to Washington, and you will be reminded of all 

that we stand for, and all that we have accomplished in 

220 years. You will also be reminded of how much 

more we have to do. No more than a mile from here 

there are hard-working people struggling to make ends 

meet. There are young people who haven't had the 

same opportunities as you to make the most of their 

God-given potential. 

So when you come to Washington, you will understand 

a simple truth about this country: The quest to realize 

the promise of American life is never finished. Our way 

of life depends on the relentless hope that if we work 

hard and play by the rules we can build better futures 

for ourselves and our children. 



Being an American comes with responsibilities. And 

foremost among these is the commitment to pass our 

values and ever-greater opportunities on to the next 

generation — to see to it that the American Dream never 

dies. 

You know this because each of you brought along a 

teacher who passed something priceless on to you: Gave 

you a book that changed the way you look at the world, 

described our Revolution in a way that brought it to 

life, helped you understand chaos theory ~ something I 

wish I'd known more about before I came to 

Washington. Maybe, one day, you will pass that gift on 

to another generation. This is how one generation keeps 

faith with the next. 



It's my job — the job of my generation ~ to keep faith 

with you, too. This may be more important than ever 

before, for we live in a time of great change. The 

revolution in information and technology is transforming 

our lives. We are moving into an era where most 

people will be working with their minds far more than 

their hands, and many of them will be working in 

businesses and industries that haven't even been 

invented yet. 

From the day I came to Washington, it has been my 

mission to make sure that our country will do well in 

the next century: That we continue to be the world's 

strongest force for peace and freedom... 



that we continue to be a beacon within our own land for 

the ideals that have made this country great, that we 

continue to see to it that every person has a chance to 

live out his or her dreams. 

We spent a lot of time here working to put our 

economic house in order. We put in place a 

comprehensive strategy for economic growth. We cut 

the deficit by more than half ~ and proposed a 7-year 

balanced budget to finish the job. We signed a record 

200 trade agreements, so we could tap the full potential 

of the new global economy. We made key investments 

in research and technology. 



But we also knew we had to make investments in our 

people. Nothing is more important to our success in the 

21st century than preparing our people for a lifetime of 

learning. As long as we have a well-educated citizenry, 

as long as we have people who can learn whatever they 

need to learn whenever they need to learn it and who 

understand that this is related to the work of citizenship, 

this country will do just fine. 

That is why we have worked hard to help schools set 

high standards and have high expectations. We have 

worked to bring back the basics and to keep schools 

safe and drug-free. I have challenged the states to 

dismantle the barriers that discourage the most talented 

people from becoming teachers... 



to find ways to reward the best teachers, and to find a 

fair process to make it easier to remove those who do 

not measure up. 

Through our Technology Literacy Challenge, we are 

working to give every child access to a computer, good 

software, trained teachers, and the Internet. This spring, 

the Vice President and I helped kick off NetDay in 

California where school, business, and civic leaders 

have already wired nearly 50 percent of the schools. 

Now there are NetDays taking place around the 

country. An alliance of educational groups ~ teachers, 

parents, administrators ~ has joined together to make 

sure America's teachers can keep up with the likes of 

this group here today. 

7 



They call themselves 21st Century Teachers and this fall 

they will mobilize 100,000 teachers to help 500,000 

other teachers learn to use technology to teach. 

And we must push open the doors to college even 

further ~ our future depends on it. Fifteen years ago, 

the typical worker with a college degree made 38 

percent more than a worker with a high school diploma. 

Today, that typical college-educated worker makes 73 

percent more. Two years of college means a 20 percent 

increase in annual earnings. Over their lives, people 

who finish two years of college earn $250,000 more 

than their high school counterparts. Higher education is 

the key to a successful future in the 21st century. 

8 



Our goal, then, must be to make the 13th and 14th 

years of education as universal as the first 12. To meet 

this challenge, my Administration has put in place an 

unprecedented college opportunity strategy: Student 

loans directly to the people who need them. 

AmeriCorps, which by next year will have given over 

65,000 young people the chance to earn their way 

through college by serving their country. Pell Grant 

scholarships for deserving students ~ more every year 

in my budget. 

I'm sure many of you parents here today have spent 

long days and even longer nights trying to figure out 

you are going to pay for your child's college. So we 

have proposed to go even further: 



That's another value this country was built on. 

So, congratulations. I look forward to seeing you 

tomorrow when the Olympic Torch arrives at the White 

House on its journey to Atianta. I hope you'll take a 

moment to think about what that torch represents. It is 

the light of civilization. And the light of civilization is 

sustained by education. The better educated we are, the 

brighter it will burn. We are counting on you to keep 

that flame alive ~ steady and strong ~ into the next 

century. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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Acknowledgments: Sec. Riley, student tk [introduces you]. From Arkansas: Martin Beally 
[Bee-lee/Sherwood/Arkansas School of Mathematics and Sciences] and his counselor, 
Marlene Bush; Caroline Rothert [Raw-thert/Hot Springs/Lakeside H.S.], and her history 
teacher, Carla Moulton [pronounce tk]. 

I'm very proud to be with you today. I know how much hard work went into getting to this 
moment. I hope this week you've taken some time to explore this city: To walk through the 
Capitol, to stand in the shade of the Lincoln Memorial, to read the Constitution. 

Come to Washington, and you will be reminded of all that we stand for, and all that we have 
accomplished in 220 years. You will also be reminded of how much more we have to do. No 
more than a mile from here there are hard-working people struggling to make ends meet. 
There are young people who haven't had the same opportunities as you to make the most of 
their God-given potential. 

So when you come to Washington, you will Understand a simple truth about this country: The 
quest to realize the promise of American life is never fmished. Our way of life depends on 
the relentless hope that if we work hard and play by the rules we can build better futures for 
ourselves and our children. Being an American comes with responsibilities. And foremost 
among these is the commitment to pass our values and ever-greater opportunities on to the 
next generation — to see to it that the American Dream never dies. 

You know this because each of you brought along a teacher who passed something priceless 
on to you: Gave you a book that changed the way you look at the world, described our 
Revolution in a way that brought it to life, helped you understand chaos theory - something 
I wish I'd known more about before I came to Washington. Maybe, one day, you will pass 
that gift on to another generation. This is how one generation keeps faith with the next. 

It's my job ~ the job of my generation ~ to keep faith with you, too. This may be more 
important than ever before, for we live in a time of great change. The revolution in 
information and technology is transforming our lives. We are moving into an era where most 
people will be working with their minds far more than their hands, and many of them will be 
working in businesses and industries that haven't even been invented yet. 

From the day I came to Washington, it has been my mission to make sure that our country 
will do well in the next century: That we continue to be the world's strongest force for peace 
and freedom, that we continue to be a beacon within our own land for the ideals that have 
made this country great, that we continue to see to it that every person has a chance to live 
out his or her dreams. 



We spent a lot of time here working to put our economic house in order. We put in place a 
comprehensive strategy for economic growth. We cut the deficit by more than half - and 
proposed a 7-year balanced budget to finish the job. We signed a record 200 trade 
agreements, so we could tap the full potential of the new global economy. We made key 
investments in research and technology. 

But we also knew we had to make investments in our people. Nothing is more important to 
our success in the 21st century than preparing our people for a lifetime of learning. As long 
as we have a well-educated citizenry, as long as we have people who can learn whatever they 
need to learn whenever they need to learn it and who understand that this is related to the 
work of citizenship, this country will do just fine. 

That is why we have worked hard to help schools set high standards and have high 
expectations. We have worked to bring back the basics and to keep schools safe and drug-
free. I have challenged the states to dismantle the barriers that discourage the most talented 
people from becoming teachers, to find ways to reward the best teachers, and to find a fair 
process to make it easier to remove those who do not measure up. 

We are working to give every child access to a computer, good software, trained teachers, 
and the Internet. This spring, the Vice President and I helped kick off NetDay in California 
where school, business, and civic leaders have already wired nearly 50 percent of the 
schools. Now there are NetDays taking place around the country. An alliance of educational 
groups ~ teachers, parents, administrators ~ has joined together to make sure America's 
teachers can keep up with the likes of this group here today. They call themselves 21st 
Century Teachers and this fall they will mobilize 100,000 teachers to teach 500,000 other 
teachers how to use technology to teach. 

And we must push open the doors to college even further ~ our future depends on it. Fifteen 
years ago, the typical worker with a college degree made 38 percent more than a worker with 
a high school diploma. Today, that typical college-educated worker makes 73 percent more. 
Two years of college means a 20 percent increase in annual earnings. Over their lives, 
people who finish two years of college earn $250,000 more than their high school 
counterparts. Higher education is the key to a successful future in the 21st century. 

Our goal, then, must be to make the 13th and 14th years of education as universal as the first 
12. To meet this challenge, my Administration has put in place an unprecedented college 
opportunity strategy: Student loans directly to the people who need them. AmeriCorps, 
which by next year will have given over 65,000 young people the chance to eam their way 
through college by serving their country. Pell Grant scholarships for deserving students ~ 
more every year in my budget. 

We have proposed to go even further: Expanding work-study so 1 million students can work 
their way through college by the year 2000. Letting people use money from their IRA to help 
pay for college. A $1000 honor scholarship for the top 5 percent of high school graduates. I 
have called on colleges to keep costs down. And I have called on Congress to pass a $10,000 
tax deduction to help families pay for education after high school ~ at two-year colleges, 



four-year colleges, any post-high school education., 

I spoke earlier about our responsibility to all Americans. For all of you here, this age of 
possibility will actually be an age of probability ~ in large measure because of the excellent 
education you celebrate today and the one you will go on to when you begin college next fall. 
But America's mission must be to ensure that aU our people have the opportunity to live out 
their dreams. 

So that is why I earlier this month I proposed a tax credit of up to $1,500 a year for the first 
year of post-high school education. That won't pay for a big university, but it will make all 
the difference for students who want to enroll in community colleges where the average 
tuition is $1,200 a year. It will be available for a second year if a student makes the grade -
maintains a B average. This way, everybody who is willing to work for it can have access to 
two years of community college. These scholarships are called "Hope Scholarships" and they 
will make hope real for millions of Americans who want to make the most of their lives. 

Let me say: This proposal is founded on our basic beliefs. First, it is fiscally responsible. The 
Hope Scholarships will not unbalance my balanced budget - they are paid for by budgeted 
savings in my balanced budget plan. One of our most fundamental values is that we do not 
leave our children a legacy of reckless debt. And second, these scholarships are there only for 
those who live up to America's basic bargain: We'll help create opportunity if you take 
responsibility. You have to work for them. We'll provide them ~ but you have to work for 
them. That's another value this country was built on. 

So, congratulations, I look forward to seeing you tomorrow when the Olympic Torch arrives 
at the White House on its journey to Atlanta, I hope you'll take a moment to think about what 
that torch represents. It is the light of civilization. And the light of civilization is sustained by 
education. The better educated we are, the brighter it will burn. We are counting on you to 
keep that flame alive ~ steady and strong - into the next century. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Rebekah. You did a terrific job. I hope you 
weren't nervous; you couldn't tell. (Laughter.) And I know your parents are here and your 
teachers are very proud of you, and all the other Presidential Scholars who are here. I want to 
thank Stuart Moldaw and all the members of the Commission who have the difficult job of picking 
presidential scholars. I want to thank Secretary Riley for the wonderful work he has done as our 
Secretary of Education, for our many years of personal friendship. 

Rebekah did such a good job, we forgive you for your shameless South Carolina pride in 
mentioning the South Carolina scholars. (Laughter.) You have given me leave to mention that 
there are two presidential scholars here from Arkansas. (Laughter and applause.) Martin Beally 
from Sherwood, and Caroline Rothert are from my home town of Hot Springs. So I congratulate 
them. (Applause.) 

I also want to thank Alison Tupay for singing the Star Spangled Banner on the spot. She 
did a great job, I think. (Applause.) 

More than anything else — I'm going to see the scholars tomorrow when we send the 
Olympic Torch off, but I love this moment. And I was jealous that the Vice President got to go 
to the Medal ceremony yesterday. This has been sort of a crazy week around here. I was hoping 
maybe one of the scholars could explain chaos theory to me and I could apply it to what I'm trying 
to do. (Laughter.) 

But 1 love this program. 1 believe in it so strongly. And I wanted to have a chance just 
to meet with not only the scholars, but to see the parents and the family members, the teachers, 
the mentors, the people who helped these young people come to this point. And the most 
important message I have I ' l l just say and get out of the way — I wanted to say congratulations 



to the scholars, but I mostly wanted to come here to thank the families and the teachers who have 
made these young people's lives possible and better. If every American would follow the example 
you have set, this country would not have many problems and we would have an unlimited future. 
And I thank you so much for what you've done. (Applause.) 

To the young people, I would say this is an historic hall we are meeting in, Constitution 
Hall. When I was not much older than you ~ you'll be embarrassed that I can remember this date 
so long ago ~ on June 24, 1967,1 had the highest seat up there, I couldn't afford a better one, to 
hear Ray Charles sing in Constitution Hall. (Laughter.) And I was so excited - he was so 
magnificent, I was so excited, I literally carried ~ the reason I remember the date is I carried the 
ticket stub in my billfold for 15 years afterward. (Laughter.) And I never forgot the concert. 

Not all that long before then, the great American singer, Marian Anderson, was denied 
the right to sing in Constimtion Hall because of her race. And the father of my Deputy Chief of 
Staff, Harold Ickes, then the Secretary of the Interior, arranged for her to sing on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial, the same place that not so many years later Martin Luther King would deliver 
his famous address. 

So this whole area in here is fiill of America's history. And it reminds us — I hope all of 
you really get a chance to look around and sort of soak it in. It reminds us of all this country has 
done and meant. It reminds us of how far we have come. It reminds us of the continuing struggle 
we have to live up to the ideals of our Constimtion. It also will remind you, if you look closely, 
that there are still hardworking people struggling to make ends meet within a mile of where we're 
now sitting, or in the case of the young people, standing. There are young people within a mile 
of this place who have not had the same oppormnities that the young people we honor here today 
have had. So it is the story of America. 

We celebrate our achievements, we declare our loyalty to the Constitution and the values 
it embodies, and we must rededicate ourselves to making sure that the American Dream never dies 
for every person who's willing to work for it. Every person here, as I said, is indebted ~ of the 
young people who have been honored ~ to the teachers who have helped them, the parents who 
supported them, to others who helped along the way. And I believe it is the job of every 
generation to make sure that the next generation has a chance to live out their dreams. That really 
is the mission of our administration. 

I came to Washington at a time of profound change for this country. We were moving 
from an industrial age into an age dominated by information and technology. The great computer 
genius, Bill Gates, says that the digital chip is the most significant advance in communications in 
500 years — since Gutenberg printed the first Bible in Europe. 

We know that we have left the Cold War behind, and we're moving into a global society 
in which we see ideas and information and money and technology and people move around the 
world in unimaginable speed and variation, compared to just a few years ago. We know that the 



young people standing on this stage - many of them will actually do work that has not even been 
invented yet. Within 10 or 15 years, some of them will be doing things that no one has even 
imagined yet. 

So we are moving into a period really unlike any in the history of our country before, 
when there will be more opportunity for people to live out their dreams than ever before. And 
the real challenge, I believe, is to make sure that every person has a chance — not a guarantee, 
but a chance - to live out those dreams; that we do it in a way that brings us together as a 
country, instead of dividing us. 

We are, today, more a nation of immigrants that at any time since the beginning of this 
century that we're about to leave. Just look around this room. Look at them. We see the 
kaleidoscope of America. And it is a constant, urgent task that we find ways to unite this country 
around our basic values and not let ourselves be divided. 

Just yesterday I had Governor Riley's successor as the Governor of South Carolina and 
a number of other governors here and other officials to talk about this recent wave of church 
burnings that has swept the country in the last year and a half. That is the exact opposite of what 
this country has always stood for. And it is an example of what is happening in much worse form 
around the world, where people are tempted to give into their old demons and define themselves 
by what they're not rather than what they are and what they can become. And we cannot afford 
that in this country. 

We must all be intolerant of that. We cannot be divided by religion or race, and we can 
never, never, never believe that in America it is permissible to take action against someone in 
their place of worship. It is wrong, and we must stand against it. (Applause.) 

I appreciate what Rebekah said about the commitment of this administration to education. 
I know that one reason it's so strong is that I wouldn't be here without mine. 1 lived with my 
grandparents. They started teaching me to read when I was two or three. I still own one of the 
little readers they started me on. It was printed in 1946,1 think. I grew up ~ my grandparents, 
my grandfather just barely got out of grade school. My stepfather, who raised me, dropped out 
right before he got his high school diploma. I was the first person in my direct line to graduate 
from college. 

And if it hadn't been for my education and the gifts that others gave me along the way to 
help me with it, I never would have become President or had the opportunity to serve my country 
in the way that I have. I now know that there is something ftindamentally different about the role 
of education in this time than in any other time. Always throughout our history, education has 
given individuals more opportunity. When we made a commitment to mass education after World 
War I I , including making college education available to veterans who served through the G.I. Bill, 
it helped to build an enormous middle class and to lift this country up, all of us. 



Now, we're in a third stage where education can either be the fault line dividing our 
country or the bridge by which we all walk into the 21st century. Because now it is not enough 
as it was 50 years ago in the G.l. Bill, or even 30 years ago, to have a huge number of people 
with a college education creating economic opportunities for everybody else in a mass-production, 
industrial society. 

For at least 15 years, and actually probably more, our country has become more stratified, 
more unequal, divided more than anything else by the level of education of adults in the work 
force, so that you have this paradoxical situation where in the last three and a half years — when 
we've been able to cut the deficit in half and take our exports to an all-time high, create 
opportunities for 3.7 million new people to have their own homes and see our country produce 
nearly 10 million new jobs, 9.7 million new jobs ~ we know in spite of all, that about half of the 
American work force has not gotten a raise after you adjust for inflation, and that, compared to 
15 years ago, the people in the bottom half are basically working a longer work week, having less 
time to spend with their children and not really keeping up with inflation. 

There are exceptions to all these statements, but the general rule still holds. The 
fundamental problem is that in a global economy, where we're all competing with everybody else, 
everywhere else ~ including people who work and live in some counties where incomes that no 
one could live a month on in America ~ that we have to raise the skill levels of our people so that 
education has to become more democratic ~ small d ~ democratic, more widely available and 
more advanced than every before. It must. 

And that is what has driven the work that Secretary Riley and I and others have done in 
this administration — to try to lift the quality and standards of education, but also to make it more 
broadly available. There are some things that we can do here. And we have tried to do them. 
We have tried to make available funds for states to come up with their own plans to meet the 
national education goals, to have high standards and high expectations, and to get free from some 
outdated rules and regulations. The Secretary's cut the rules of the Department of Education by 
nearly 50 percent. We have put more poor children into Head Start. 

Perhaps most important of all over the long run, we've tried to expand the availability of 
college. In the last 12 years before I came here, college education was the only thing that 
increased in cost more rapidly than health care. And a lot of people are — a man who was 
laughing I assume has just educated two or three kids already in college. (Laughter.) And he's 
laughing to keep from crying, probably. (Laughter.) 

This is something — this is a problem with serious implications for our country. If you 
look at the 1990 census ~ and pretty soon we'll be doing another in 2000 that will affect the lives 
these young people will have — you see an utterly stunning fact, that for the first time since we 
have been really working on the census, you can see clearly in a profile of America after the 
census in 1990, that American workers, particularly younger American workers, that have at least 
two years of education after high school tend to get jobs where they are pretty secure in their jobs. 
If they lose their job, they're pretty good about getting another one. And they tend to get jobs 



that have a decent income with pretty good prospects for growth. Those that have less than that 
tend to be stuck in jobs where they can't change jobs very easily and they usually lose ground to 
inflation. And the younger you are, the more profound those trends are likely to be. 

Now, that means that we have to do some things to open college to more people. We've 
tried to expand the Pell Grant program, for example. We changed the college loan program. And 
I want to thank Secretary Riley for something that I believe 10, 20 years from now will be viewed 
as one of the most revolutionary changes we've made ~ we started making loans directly to the 
colleges so that the students could get them with less hassle, pay them back at lower cost, and then 
pay them back according to a whole range of options, including their ability to repay the loan. 
So that if, for example, if you take a job as a school teacher or a police officer or a nurse, and 
you're not getting rich, and you have a big college loan burden, you still will be able to always 
pay those loans off because they can be limited to a percentage of your income. And it's changed 
a lot for people. It's made things more available. 

By next year we'll have 65,000 young people who will have helped to pay their way 
through college through the AmeriCorps program, earning money to go to college by doing 
community service. And I see one of our board members is from the state of New Hampshire, 
a state that has one of the most active AmeriCorps programs in the country, where they really are 
doing remarkable things to solve problems and pay their way through. 

Now, we've tried to do ~ we've got two other big initiatives here on the plate that I think 
are quite important, and I just want to mention them because I want to encourage all of you to 
support these things and to embrace them. The first is, we're determined to see that every 
classroom and library in America hooked up to the Internet by the year 2000, every single one. 
And I think it will make a real difference. (Applause.) 

We started this effort in California, where we had a lot of private sector support, and we 
wired about 20 percent of the schools in one day, and they're already up to 50 percent of the 
schools now in California. Now, in many other states this whole movement is taking off and 
working like wild fire. But we also need to make sure that in addition to being hooked-up we've 
got good software, available hardware for all the smdents — and sometimes for the parents, as 
well, to participate ~ and trained teachers that are being given the support they need. 

There is now an alliance of educational groups, teachers, parents and administrators that 
have joined together to make sure that we have enough teachers to keep up with the connections. 
They call themselves the 21st Cenmry Teachers, and this fall they're going to mobilize a voluntary 
effort, 100,000 teachers to help 500,000 other teachers master the technology so that they can 
make the most of it for our young people. This has enormous potential to make educational gains 
more widely available in poor rural areas, in under-served urban areas, in places where finances 
have been a real problem. We can use technology in a way that will lift the quality of education 
and the availability of it if we do it right. 



The other thing I think we have to do is to make our goal a national goal, that college will 
be accessible to all Americans and that the norm will be that everybody would at least do two 
years after high school. That should become the rule. That should become what we all accept. 
We now have both economic and social evidence that we need to do that. So, in addition to the 
college loan and in addition to expanding the Head Start program, I have asked the Congress to 
make the first $10,000 of college tuition tax deductible to every family in the country for both 
young people and adults. (Applause.) 

I have asked Congress to broaden eligibility for families to invest in IRAs and then let 
people withdraw from their IRA tax-free if it become necessary to help finance their children's 
education or their own re-education as the case may be. And a few weeks ago at Princeton I 
asked — and, by the way, I figured out a way to pay for all this in our balanced budget. This will 
not increase the deficit. I asked the Congress, in effect, to make access to two years of college 
universal by giving families a $1,500 tax credit for the first two years of community college. The 
average tuition in this country at community college is $1,200 a year. So that would, in effect, 
make two years of community college available to every American family, because we would have 
a tax credit that you could actually see. In effect, the government was helping to fund tuition ~ 
free for everybody the first year, given to everybody the second year that has at least a B average. 
I think after the second year you ought to ask people to make the most of their education if the 
taxpayers are going to fund it. 

But it seems to me that these are the kinds of things we ought to do in Washington if we 
want America to grow together. And when I look at these young people behind me and I think 
of every young person in this country, that we need to make sure that we reach them when they're 
young and we keep them in school and we give them something to hope for, this is a way of our 
being able to say to the poorest kids in this country, if you hang on you can at least do this. This 
is something we will give you if you hang on. 

Now, the rest of it is obviously up to the rest of you and your counterparts all across 
America. But I really believe that if we can both raise the quality and the range and reach of 
education, we can make sure that we grow together as a country instead of being split apart. I 
cannot tell you how important this is. 

One of our counties, the biggest county in this country, Los Angeles County, has already, 
today, children in it from 150 different racial and ethnic groups ~ in one county. And still this 
country is thriving, it's doing well. 

I'm just about to leave for a meeting of European leaders, and all over the world they'll 
ask me, how did you have 9.7 million new jobs in America in the last three years. You know 
how many ~ the largest seven economies in the world have created a total of 10 million jobs in 
the last three and a half years, 9.7 in the United States. And that's something you can be proud 
of. (Applause.) 



But if you want this country to grow together, if you want these children to have the kind 
of ftimre when their children are this age, to see America leading the world for peace and 
freedom, then we have got to recognize that education for everybody, more of it and better, is the 
central most important thing we can do to make sure that we go into the 21st century able to meet 
our challenges and protect our values. 

And all of you, because of this experience ~ all these Presidential Scholars because they're 
now Presidential Scholars, and all of you who helped them along the way because you're their 
family members or you're their teacher ~ you can have a unique amount of influence in your 
communities to make sure that we all rededicate our efforts not to leave any child behind, not to 
leave any stone unmrned in opening all the oppormnity we can. There is no stopping this country 
in the 21st cenmry if we do that one thing, if we give everybody who will work for it the chance 
to live out their dreams. If that is our shared commitment, our best days are still ahead. And 20 
years from now they will be celebrating a whole new generation of Presidential Scholars in a 
nation that is stronger and better and closer to the ideal of America than we are today. 

Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 2:25 P.M. EDT 
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I am dehghted to welcome the 1997 Presidential Scholars to the White 

House. I am a strong behever in the Presidential Scholar program. 

Congratulations on your great achievements — the nation is proud of you. 

You represent excellence in education and the arts, and you have shown us 

what wc can accomplish when yoimg people reach for high standards. 

You have also been chosen for your leadership and service to your schools 

and communities. You have volunteered your time and talents to so many 

worthy causes. I have called for a renewal of volunteerism and community 

spirit in America, and you exemphfy that spirit. 

I want to thank Stuart Moldaw, chairman of the White House Commission on 

Presidential Scholars, and the other commissioners. They had a tough job, 

selecting the 141 Scholars out of all the fine students who were nominated. 

I also want to thank everyone who is supporting National Recognition Week. 

Allow me to say a special hello to the two Scholars from Arkansas: 

- Melanie Morris from Benton High School in Benton. Actually, I'm scared 

not to recognize Melanie — she has a blue belt in the martial arts. She*s also 

a National Merit Scholar. 
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- Louis McAlister from Maumelle who attends Littie Rock Central High. 

Louis is the co-chairperson of "Accept No Boundaries," a school club 

dedicated to fighting prejudice. The club gives students a forum for 

discussing race, religion, ethnicity, and culture. I have asked all Americans to 

engage in a great and frank conversation about race relations, and this is the 

kind of activity that can help move us forward. I will conduct a town meeting 

at Central High in the fall on the 40th anniversary of that school's integration. 

I also want to recognize Daniel Clayburgh from Grand Forks, North Dakota. 

Dan helped to fight the terrible flooding there. He says he has become an 

expert in sandbagging and dike patrolling. (Two weeks ago, I released the 

first instalhnent in federal grants to help flood-damaged towns in the Dakotas 

and Minnesota. Grand Forks is receiving $50 million in this first installment). 

I also want to pay tribute to the family members, teachers, and mentors who 

came to Washington with you this week. You wouldn't be Presidential 

Scholars ~ and I wouldn't be President - if it weren't for the love of our 

families and the dedication of our teachers. If every American followed the 

example ofthe parents and teachers who have supported you, all of our yotmg 

people would have bright, unlimited fixtures. 

#### 


