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(AR ATR WMo

President William J. Clinton *431568%*
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500 @% l7

Dear Mr. President:

~

I write in strong support of the effort to designate a portion of the debt repayment by Vietnam for use in a
Vietnam Education Foundation to fund educational exchanges. The proposal which was forwarded to you
earlier today by Senators John Kerry, John McCain and others is one I have helped to develop and whose
implementation would be a major contribution to improved future relationships between the two countries.

As the Senate letter notes, the United States established comparable programs with respect to China with
respect to the Boxer indemnity bond and Japan with respect to payments related to the return of

Okinawa. As Vietnam is paying off $145 million in debts owed by the Republic of Vietnam, and given the
renewed diplomatic and economic relationship we now have with Vietnam, it would be wholly appropriate
that these funds be directed towards improving educational opportunities between our countries.

I visited Vietnam last year and was able to discuss the benefits of expanded higher education programs
with participants in the Fulbright program in Ho Chi Minh City. Young Vietnamese men and women
clearly have a great interest in the high level education in the United States that greater numbers could be
afforded through the creation of the Vietnam Education Foundation, and even more Vietnamese would
benefit through the exchange of American educators who would teach in Vietnam.

I would hope that you could give very serious consideration to this proposal as the legislative session
concludes in hopes that an opportunity arises whereby it could be implemented prior to your own visit to

Vie r this year.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
October 17, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE
' NSC Executive Secretariat

FROM: KAY CASSTEVENS
Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in
drafting the responses.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:

~ 1) Sen. John Ashcroft (R-MO), concerning alleged forced
abortions and sterilizations mandated by the government
of the People’s Republic of China;

~ 2) Sen. John F. Kerry (D-MA) and five other Senators,
concerning a new educational exchange program between
the United Btates and Vietnam;

o 3) Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA), concerning the current
situation in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza;

5\4) Sen. Robert G. Torricelli (D-NJ), concerning the
immigration status of a group of Irish deportees
currently residing in the United States;

~ 5) Rep. Shelley Berkley (D-NV), concerning the current
situation in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza;

~ 6) Rep. Bob Etheridge (D-NC), concerning the current
situation in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza;

-7 Rep. Lane Evans (D-IL) and ninety-nine other Members of

Congress, concerning the 1997 international convention
to ban antipersonnel landmines;



- 10)

—11)

Rep. Gene Green (D-TX), recommending that Dr. Anthony
Tan Trang, Ms. Tammy Tran, and Mr. Hop Dang Nguyen
accompany the President on his upcoming trip to
Vietnam;

Rep. John J. LaFalce (D-NY), concerning the October 2™
White House meeting on debt relief and International
Monetary Fund (IMF) gold revaluation;

Rep. George Miller (D-CA), concerning a new educational
exchange program between the United States and Vietnam;

and,

Rep. Bernard Sanders (I-VT) and six other Members of
Congress, concerning possible human rights violations
in Burma. :

Enclosures
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

December 22, 2000

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH : JACK PRITCHARD ége;\
FROM : cene B. curisty($SC—
SUBJECT : Vietnam Education Exchange: Reply to

Representative Miller

Representative Miller wrote to the President before his Vietnam
trip to bring to his attention a new educational exchange
program opportunity with Vietnam. Senator John Kerry initiated
the legislation to establish a Vietnam Education Foundation.
Representative Miller sought the President’s serious
consideration of the legislation and hoped it could be
implemented before his visit.

The response to Representative Miller thanks him for bringing
this issue to the President’s attention and for his forward-
looking approach to Vietnamese-U.S.  relations.

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on October 19,
2000. The delay in response is attributable to the press of
business prior to the President’s travel and anticipation that
Senator Kerry would succeed in passing the legislation before
the end of the session.

Concurrence by: John Duncan, Dan Shapirogsc-’&\‘ :

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Letter to Representative Miller
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
GENE SPERLING
CHARLES M. BRAIN

SUBJECT: Vietnam Education Exchange:y,Response to
Representative Miller »\

Purpose

Reply to Representative Mille?:>

Background

Before your Vietnam trip, Representative Miller wrote to express
support for the Vietnam Education Foundation initiative of
Senator Kerry. He asked you to give the proposal serious
consideration and hoped it could be implemented before your
visit.

In your response, you thank Representative Miller for bringing
this issue to your attention and congratulate him for supporting
such forward-looking legislation.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A{?

Attachments
Tab A Letter tc Representative Miller
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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President William J. Clinton

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:
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I write in strong support of the effort to designate a portion of the debt repayment by Vietnam for use in a

Vietnam Education Foundation to fund educational exchanges. The proposal which was forwarded to you
earlier today by Senators John Kerry, John McCain and others is one I have helped to develop and whose
implementation would be a major contribution to improved future relationships between the two countries.

As the Senate letter notes, the United States established comparable programs with respect to China with - -
respect to the Boxer indemnity bond and Japan with respect to payments related to the return of

Okinawa. As Vietnam is paying off $145 million in debts owed by the Republic of Vietnam, and given the
renewed diplomatic and economic relationship we now have with Vietnam, it would be wholly appropriate

that these funds be directed towards improving educational opportunities between our countries.

I visited Vietnam last year and was able to discuss the benefits of expanded higher education programs
with participants in the Fulbright program in Ho Chi Minh City. Young Vietnamese men and women
clearly have a great interest in the high level education in the United States that greater numbers could be
afforded through the creation of the Vietnam Education Foundation, and even more Vietnamese would
benefit through the exchange of American educators who would teach in Vietnam.

I would hope that you could give very serious consideration to this proposal as the legislative session
concludes in hopes that an opportunity arises whereby it could be implemented prior to your own visit to

Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 17, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE

FROM:

SUBJECT:

NSC Executive Secretariat

KAY CASSTEVENS
Legislative Affairs

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in
drafting the responses.

Thank you very much for your assistance. 1If you have any
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:

Sen. John Ashcroft (R-MO), concerning alleged forced
abortions and sterilizations mandated by the government
of the People’s Republic of China;

Sen. John F. Kerry (D-MA) and five other Senators,
concerning a new educational exchange program between
the United 8tates and Vietnam;

Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA), concerning the current
situation in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza;

Sen. Robert G. Torricelli (D-NJ), concerning the
immigration status of a group of Irish deportees
currently residing in the United States;

Rep. Shelley Berkley (D-NV), concerning the current
situation in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza;

Rep. Bob Etheridge {D-NC), concerning the current
situation in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza;

Rep. Lane Evans (D-IL) and ninety-nine other Members of
Congress, concerning the 1997 international convention
to ban antipersonnel landmines;



— 9)
= 10)
- 11)

Rep. Gene Green (D-TX), recommending that Dr. Anthony
Tan Trang, Ms. Tammy Tran, and Mr. Hop Dang Nguyen
accompany the President on his upcoming trip to
Vietnam;

Rep. John J. LaFalce (D-NY), concerning the October 2™
White House meeting on debt relief and International
Monetary Fund (IMF) gold revaluation;

Rep. George Miller (D-CA), concerning a new educational
exchange program between the United States and Vietnam;
and,

Rep. Bernard Sanders (I-VT) and six other Members of
Congress, concerning possible human rights violations

in Burma.
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