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Hon. William J. Clinton
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

LEE H. HAMILTON, Wiousta
Rasspes CEMOCRATIC MEMBEN

BAM QEDENAON, ConngenaUT
LANTOR,

TOM

HOWARD L BERNAN, Cal#ohiia
GARY L ACKERMAN. Niw ToRK

ENLF 1. PALEOMAVARGA. AMER. §arDn
MAYTMEYY G. MARTINEZ. Cauronsma
OONALD M. PATNE, New Jensey
ROBERT B. ANDREWS, NEw X RILY
ROBERT MENENDEZ, Now Jeragy
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BRAD SHERBAAN, CaLI ormiA
ROBERT WEXLER, FLONDA
STEVEN B ROTHMAN, NEW Jeasgr
BOB CLEMENT, Tungsait

BiLL LUTHER, MeeetsoTa

1M DAVIS, Fuonsa

MICHARL H. VAN DUSEN
ODMOCRATIC CEF OF STAFF

| OO

I am writing to express my desire that the Administrationwithholdcertification on Vietnam'’s
POW/MIA cooperation until after the ongoing National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) is completed
and made available for consideration. As you know, past certifications have been received with
skepticism by familics, veterans and others, especially since these decisions were ostensibly made
without appropriate consultation with the intelligence community or the Defense POW/MIA Office.

Since it is my understanding that the NIE is nearing corupletion, it seems reasonable that
certification be delayed until the Administration and the Congress have the opportunity to review
its findings. It is my hope that the NIE will be accepted as valid by all concerned and provide a solid

basis upon which any decision of certification is made.
~ With best wishes,

Singwyely,

BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
Chairman

BAG:ptb/kpr
cc: Hon. William Cohen
Hon. Madeleine Albright
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February &6, 1998

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United states

1600 Pennsylvania Avanue, KW
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Oon behalf of the POW/MIA fanmilies, I am writing to
express our concern and opposition to certification that
Vietnam is "fully cocperating in good faith® to resolve the
POW/MIA issue. As you Know, that certification is required
under current law to allow expenditure of funds for diplomatic
relations with Vietnam beyond 1995 levels. :

As determined by the @ataff of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence, prior certifications by ycour
Adninistration were not based upon assessments of the
intelligence community. The ongoing National Intellligence
Pstimate on whether Vietnam is meeting long-standing POW/MIA
accounting expectations should serve as the basis for any
decisions on this matter. Although not yet completed, your
national security adviser is quoted in the December 18th
WASHINGTON POST as having stated the day before, “"We've had
very rull cooperation with Vietnam in the area of accounting
for POW-MIAs." I urge you to carefully review and consider
the formal intelligence estimate befora reaching any decisicn
on certification.

I also encourage you to temporarily suspend consideratien
of waiving the Jackaon-Vanik requirements, not only because
the government of Vietnam has failed thus far to fully
implement commitmants regarding freedom of immigration.
Though ne longer fregquently noted, other provisions in the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 USC 2433) give you the authority to
withhold nondiscriminatory treatment to any country based upon
cooperation with U.S. efforts to account for American military
and civilian POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia.

Mr. President, my father, the late E.C. "Bus" Mills,
served in 1973-74 in the position I have nov held for 19
years. He testified berfore congress in support of these very
provisions. At that time, he urged the restrictions be
applied to the former Soviet Union, then chief supplier of war
material toc the Vietnamese.



FER-05-1998 23:88

R=9 7%

—2-

These questions are not naw to those of us who have
vaited g0 long and worked ac haxd for ansvers. It seems fair
and reasonable that you and efficials in your Administration
conslder objective intelligence analysis on the lavel of

Vietnam's cooperation before proceeding any further with such
crucial decisions.

Thank you for your consideration. Deapite differences
over policy and approach on the POW/MIA issue, as the
President of our nation, you have our prayers as you again
contemplate sending Americans into combat. God be with them.

Regpectfully,

/e

Ann Mills Griffiths
Executive Director

ce: Honorabla Madeleine Albright
Honorable William Cohen
Honorable Samuel Berger .

p.a2



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 9, 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR GLYN DAVIES

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Attac
various Me
national s

NSC Executive Secretariat

JANET MURGUIAZ//Y
Legislative Affairs

Presidential Correspondence

hed are copies of letters sent to the President by
mbers of Congress. Since these letters address
ecurity issues, we would appreciate your assistance

in drafting a response.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any

guestions,

The £
1)

2)

g9

9)

Enclosures

please feel free to call Chris Walker at x67500.
ollowing is a brief description of the letters:
Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC), concerning Iraq,

Sen. John Ashcroft (R-MO), concerning the People's
Republic of China's most-favored-nation trade
status,

Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-IA), Rep. J.C. Watts,
Jr. (R-OK) and others, concerning President Mohammed
Khatami of Iran,

Rep. Ronald V. Dellums (D-CA), concerning Iragq,

Rep. Bernard Sanders (I-VT), concerning Ms. Lori
Berenson,

Rep. Charles B. Rangel (D-NY), concerning the U.S.
Trade Representative for Africa,

Rep. James T. Walsh (R-NY) and others, concerning
the extradition of Kevin Artt, Terence Kirby, and
Pol Brennan,

Rep. Gerald D. Kleczka (D-WI), concerning Chiapas
Mexico; and,

Rep. Benjamin A. Gilman (R-NY), concerning the
POW/MIA cooperation of Vietnam.
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Hon. William J. Clinton

President

The White House
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February 5, 1998

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

TOM LANTOS, CALIFORNIA

HOWARD L. BERMAN, CALIFORNIA
GARY L. ACKERMAN, NEW YORK
ENIF H FALEOMAVAEGA. AMER SAMOA
MATTHEW G. MARTINEZ. CALIFORNIA
DONALD M. PAYNE. NEw JERSE »
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BOB CLEMENT, TENNESSEE

BILL LUTHER, MINNESOTA

JIM DAVIS. FLORIDA

MICHAEL H VAN DUSEN
DEMOCRATIC CHIEF OF STAFF

I am writing to express my desire that the Administration withhold certification on Vietnam’s
POW/MIA cooperation until after the ongoing National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) is completed
and made available for consideration. As you know, past certifications have been received with
skepticism by families, veterans and others, especially since these decisions were ostensibly made
without appropriate consultation with the intelligence community or the Defense POW/MIA Office.

Since it is my understanding that the NIE is nearing completion, it seems reasonable that
certification be delayed until the Administration and the Congress have the opportunity to review
its findings. Itis my hope that the NIE will be accepted as valid by all concerned and provide a solid
basis upon which any decision of certification is made.

With best wishes,

BAG:ptb/kpr
cc: Hon. William Cohen

Si ely,

BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
Chairman

Hon. Madeleine Albright
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‘)HW."{] l. NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES

OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
1001 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NORTHWEST, SUITE 919

February 6, 1998

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Deay Mr. President:

On behalf of the POW/MIA families, I am writing to
express our concern and opposition to certification that
Vietnam is "fully cooperating in good faith" to resolve tha
POW/MIA issue. As you know, that certification is required
under current law to allow expenditure of funds for diplonatlc
relations with Vietnam beyond 1995 levels.

As determined by the staff of the Senate Select
Conmittee on Intelligence, prior certifications by your
Administration were not based upon assessments of the
intelligence community. The ongoing National Intelligence
Estimate on whether Vietnam is meeting long-standing POW/MIA
accounting expectations should serve as the basis for any
decisions on this matter. Although not yet completed, your
national security adviser is quoted in the December 18th
WASHINGTON POST as having stated the day before, "We've had
very full cooperation with Vietnam in the area of accounting
for POW-MIAsS." I urge you to carefully review and consider
the formal intelligence estimate before reaching any decision
on certification.

I also encourage you to temporarily suspend consideration
of waiving the Jackson-Vanik requirements, not only because
the government of Vietnam has failed thus far to fully
implement commitments regarding freedom of immigration.
Though no longer frequently noted, other provisions in the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 USC 2433) give you the authority to
withhold nondiscriminatory treatment to any country based upon
cooperation with U.S. efforts to account for American military
and civilian POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia.

Mr. President, my father, the late E.C. "Bus" Mills,
served in 1973-74 in tha position I have now hald for 19
years. He testified before Congress in support of these very
provisions. At that time, he urged the restrictions be
applied to the former Soviet Union, then chief supplier of war
material to the Vietnamese.
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These questions are not naew to those of us who have
vaited so long and worked so hard for answers. It seems fair

and reasonable that you and officials in your Administration
consider objective intelligence analysis on the leavel of

Viatnam's cooperation before proceeding any furthaer with such
crucial decisions.

Thank you for your consideration. Despite differences
over policy and approach on the POW/MIA issue, as the
President of our nation, you have our prayers as you again
contemplate sending Americans into combat. God be with them.

Zectful ly, -

Ann Mills Griffiths
Executive Director

cc: Honorable Madeleine Albright
Honorable William Cohen
Honorabhle Samuel Berger .
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