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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N GTO N 

March 26, 1994 

Dear Senator Murkowski: 

I t was a pleasure seeing you the other day t o discuss Taiwan. I 
appreciated hearing your concerns and I look forward to working 
w i t h you on the issues you raised. I also want to thank you f o r 
your l e t t e r concerning the issue of claims held by U.S. c i t i z e n s 
and n a t i o n a l s against the government of Vietnam. I appreciate 
your long-standing i n t e r e s t i n t h i s matter. 

Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s r e c e n t l y informed the State Department t h a t 
t h e i r government w i l l work t o achieve a r e s o l u t i o n of a l l 192 
claims adjudicated by the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission i n 
1986. The President has stressed our commitment t o pursue f u l l 
compensation f o r a l l l e g i t i m a t e claims. 

The claims t a l k s w i l l be conducted under the a u t h o r i t y of the 
State Department. You may wish t o stay i n touch w i t h A s s i s t a n t 
Secretary Winston Lord f o r c o n t i n u i n g r e p o r t s on the status of 
the n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Lake 

Ass i s t a n t t o the President 
f o r National Security A f f a i r s 

The Honorable Frank H. Murkowski 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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February 8, 1994 (907)225-6880 

Mr. Anthony Lake 
National Security Adviser 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Lake: 

In light of President Clinton's decision last week to lift the 
embargo against Vietnam, I am writing this letter to reiterate my 
concern about the position of U.S. nationals who hold claims against 
the government of Vietnam and to inquire about the current status 
of this issue. 

As you may be aware, I have a long-standing interest in the 
successful resolution of the claims of U.S. nationals who had their 
property expropriated by the Vietnamese government in 1975. 
Twice, I have twice introduced legislation calling for frozen 
Vietnamese assets to be used to satisfy the 192 legitimate claims 
adjudicated by the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission in 1986. I 
have enclosed for your reference copies of previous letters I have 
written to the executive branch on this subject. Over the past few 
years, I have been assured by various government officials, including 
Assistant Secretary Winston Lord in his response to questions 
submitted for the record last year, that the Executive Branch 
recognizes the importance of these claims and will address these 
concerns within the larger framework of U.S.-Vietnamese relations. 

According to the new regulations published this week by the 
Treasury Department, there has been no change in the 
Administration's freeze on Vietnamese assets within U.S. jurisdiction. 
Based on discussions during my recent visit to Vietnam, it is my 
understanding that the Vietnamese have agreed to hold talks with 
the U.S. to settle these claims. Moreover, I have recently been 
informed that negotiations are tentatively scheduled to take place in 
Hanoi starting February 16. If this is indeed the case, I would like to 



Mr. Anthony Lake 
February 8, 1994 
Page 2 

commend the Administration for its attention to this matter and to 
encourage those officials involved in this issue to work towards a 
quick settlement of the issue for the benefit of the claimants. These 
individuals and companies have already waited over 18 years for a 
settlement and, I believe, deserve the full support of the U.S. 
government in seeking to resolve their claims. 

I would appreciate it if the Administration could brief me on 
their intentions regarding future negotiations on this subject. In 
addition, I would ask that the Administration keep me abreast of any 
advancement on the claims of U.S. nationals and inform me of any 
developments before a final decision is made. 

I will look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely, 

Frank H. Murkowski 
United States Senator 

End: 
cc: The Honorable Winston Lord 
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As you arc Hware. for several years I have been following the issue or 
retmbursir.g U.S. r.atlonals for L.'1eir clauns agJlnst the goverrunent of Vietnam as 
adjuu!catcd by the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission. Today I am writlng to 
rtittratc my support for this reimbursement in a full and timely manner. 

It appears that the process of nonnal.17.!ng relatlons with Vietnam iB now 
undtrway, owing to the peace process 1n Cambodia and the incrrased cooperation by the 
V1ct.namese on the POW /MIA 1.8Sue. Slnee I be~a.n pursuing this Issue. I havf' hf'en 
repeatedly assured that settlement of the 192 adjudie:ated cla.tros would be an integral 
part of the normaltzaUon process. ln fact, you may also know that I tw1ce introduced 
legl!llatton that would ensure a settlement tr.rough th~ ur.i:' of fron·n Vietnamese assctg 
in the U.S. 

Numerous discus.sJonR with both the Department or State :md t.he Department of 
Treasury conccrnlng my legtslatlon convtnced me that this matter should and would be 
left up to the Executive branch as a part of the negot1atton process. Assuming that this 
t.tmc haR nnw amved. l would lJlc.e to have an update on th~ o..sp~t o( the nonna.liz.ation 
talks. and wha~ the U.S. cla.tmants can expect. 

The vast majority of the claimants arc lndJvidu~ who have waJted paU~uUy 
for nearly Mnty years for a &etUemcnt. Of the corporations involved, many stayed on 
1n South Vietnam at the behest of the U.S. government. I beUevc 11 t.s high U:me that this 
tn4lttet' ts put behind us. 

Please advise me of the status of thts situation. I thank you for your attention, 
and wt!.h you wid your fa.mJJy a Joyous hoMay season. 

··. 
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Dear Secretary Frnnklln: 
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As }'OU may be t<.wMe. t hav1: long heh1 ~" 1n1err~I ln thP. rP.lmbursement of U.S. 
nationals who h!ld ?roperty cxprop:i~lcd when South V1etnnm wns conquered by North 
Vlet~am in 1975. Otven the recent progress of the cx1st1ng ncgotla.Uons to normalize 
reltit!Oru3 wllh Vietnam, It c~crnc to.lhM lhe 1cs;ue ot private cla:miJ will be conr;.!clerc-d 
Goon. I ask tht.t you uGe the tnflucnce or your ~osit:on 10 suppcrt the f\..lll compensnt!on 
er the!:c natlcnsls who el~cti?d to rls.k their Jnvestmenta to support the a1Hng South 
Vletn~mes~ e¢onom~ CH tho roqwcct cfthe U.S. Ccvernrr1enl 1n HnS, 

The juatmcnuon for completc:s rctmbursement could not be more clearly 
cstnbliehcd. Jn HlS9, th~ rorclgn Clo.!rris Settlement C¢mmtoalon completed o!K yon 
or iidjudlcat1on on the Vietnnm elalms iuue by declo.ring that there were 192 U.S. 
n~ttcnals wHh legitimate clauna agnmst the V!etnclme$e Oovemmcnt, With the 0% 
1.r.tcrc15t that \he FC$¢ ~we.rdc:d, the ti urn o( tho~(! l6~1H~ !3 apprclci.!nntely S~OO mUllon. 
Civen th~.fact thnt n S'.lm currently worth about $230 million Jn Vletnnmese cu~ts ls 
froz.en in U.S. bonk!i, it IS feasible that the elatmo.ntl!t co'.2ld. be approprffltely' 
r!el.mb,.u·fiied wllhaut having to rcquc~t ad.cl1t101111.l funds from ~Hhcr Vldrie.m or the 
Amcncan tQ.xpayer, 

1 W~U1cl t:m.;UUl'i!"C )'OU tO 51.1pport the cJalmQnts ror both the onkc o( thelt 
interests ond also for the sake or ruture business in the region. As. the Unlted Stzite& 
struggles to r~onc1le a broad nrray or Issues with the Vlctnamesc government, other 
countrte& are qu1c1-<1y capaa1~1na on mves1ment opportun1tsea in vii::lnun. The 
movement or th c private claims t&sue off tho tnole could provrde impetus ror the settling 
or u.s ... Vietnamese Oovemmcnt claims n& well aa other issues lhat !nlpcde o.n end to 

· the ernbnrgo prohfbillng u.s. bus1neu in v1ctne.m. In Mdllton. a strona stam:c: by Lhi::: 
t),S. Oovcrnment on tho claims ls.sue woul~ aIVe American cornpan1e1 the security of 
knowing their government supports them as they enter whnt Is still an unprccHctable 
market. · 

I wou1d ftrcatly apprectptc.your Q¢nslderntion or lhls matter na the Oovemrnent 
proceeds With lta p1o.n ta normall:lc relations with Vittnarn. 

Sincerely, 

' • .. 

202 457 E·565 01-07-94 11:29AM P005 ~33 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D C. 20506 

March 23, 1994 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE d̂v̂ sÔ  

FROM: STANLEY ROTH «̂*̂  

SUBJECT: L e t t e r t o Senator Murkowski 

Attached a t Tab A i s a l e t t e r from Senator Murkowski who wrote 
you about the status of the p o s i t i o n of the U.S. n a t i o n a l s who 
hold claims against the government of Vietnam. 

•&GnQtor Murltowalti wrote you about the claims agairLal^_the 
'gDvornmcnt of VieLuam by U.G.—nati nna La. He has twice introduced 
l e g i s l a t i o n asking t h a t the Vietnamese assets be frozen t o s e t t l e 
the claims. I t i s h i s understanding t h a t progress has been made 
w i t h the Vietnamese t o hold t a l k s w i t h the U.S. t o s e t t l e these 
claims. 

Senator Murkowski commends the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r i t s progress 
w i t h the Vietnam claims issue and would l i k e t o be b r i e f e d of the 
Admi n i s t r a t i o n ' s i n t e n t i o n s regarding f u t u r e n e g o t i a t i o n s . He 
would also l i k e t o be apprised of any advancement on the claims 
and be informed of any developments before a f i n a l d e c i s i o n i s 
made. 

Concurrence by: Jeremy Rosner 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the l e t t e r a t Tab A, 

Attachments 
Tab A Lake L e t t e r t o Senator Murkowski 
Tab B L e t t e r from Senator Murkowski 


