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J. ROBERT KERREY 
NHIUSIU 

o 

laratd States ênatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

Septembers, 1993 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am attaching a copy of a letter I recendy sent to the Prime Minister of Vietnam regarding 
Vietnam's decision to cancel Senator Robb's meeting with Dr. Nguyen Dan Que, a leading human 
rights advocate who is in prison in Vietnam. 

I am very concemed about this incident because I think it is indicative of the Vietnamese 
government's attitude toward human rights concems. While the Vietnamese have demonstrated 
greater cooperation in resolving remaining POW/MIA cases, there has not been similar progress on 
human rights issues. 

I urge you to stress human rights concems in any upcoming discussions with the 
Vietnamese. I would be happy to discuss this with you in greater ^tail at your convenience. 

ly yours. 

J. Robert Kerrey 



J. ROBERT KERREY 

Bratd 3tatc5 Senate 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

August 20, 1993 

Vo Van Kiet 
Prime Minister 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister 

I would like to protest in the strongest possible terms your govemment's decision to cancel 
Senator Charles Robb's meeting with Dr. Nguyen Dan Que. 

In taking this action the govemment of Vietnam has thrown serious doubt on its claims 
about Its coinmitment to human rights. As you know, Dr. Que is an intemationally-iccognized 
advocate of human rights who was imprisoned in Viemam without trial from 1978 to 1988 and is 
presently in his second year ofa twenty-year term. He was sentenced in 1991 to twenty years in 
refc^^^"^ ^ publicly called for your govemment to respect human rights and allow political 

Allowing Senator Robb to visit Dr. Que would have demonsUated that your government is 
senous about respecting the most basic human rights. While Viemam has demonstrated a 
willingness to cooperate with the United States in resolving remaining POW/MIA cases, you have 
sent a clear signal by your actions with Senator Robb that this cooperation does not extend to 
improvements in human rights. 

Again, I strongly protest your decision to cancel Senator Robb's meeting with Dr. Que and 
urge you to reconsider. 

Sincerely yours. 



6967 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. D C. 20506 

September 22 , 1993 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: KENT WIEDEMANN iT^'''^ 

FROM: JOHN BASKINJjb 

SUBJECT: L e t t e r t o the President From Senator Kerrey 
Concerning C a n c e l l a t i o n of Senator Robb's Meeting 
With Human Rights Advocate Que 

Senator Robert Kerrey has sent a l e t t e r t o the President 
p r o t e s t i n g Vietnam's d e c i s i o n t o cancel a meeting between Senator 
Charles Robb and human r i g h t s advocate Dr. Nguyen Dan Que. At 
Tab A i s a proposed l e t t e r from the President t o Senator Kerrey 
emphasizing t h a t the President shares Kerrey's deep concern over 
the continued d e t e n t i o n of Dr. Que and r e a f f i r m i n g t h a t promoting 
human r i g h t s i n Vietnam w i l l be a top p r i o r i t y i n our b i l a t e r a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

Concurrences by: Richard Clarke, Jeremy Rosner, E r i c Schwartz 

RECOMMENDATION 2'S 

That you sign the memo a t Tab I . ' 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo from you t o the President a d v i s i n g him of Senator 

Kerrey's l e t t e r 
Tab A Proposed l e t t e r from the President t o Senator 

Kerrey 
Tab B Incoming from Kerrey 



6967 

T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

V\/AS H I N G T O N 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE 
HOWARD PASTER 

SUBJECT: L e t t e r t o the President From Senator Kerrey 
Concerning C a n c e l l a t i o n of Senator Robb's Meeting 
With Human Rights Advocate Que 

Purpose 

To forward a l e t t e r from you t o Senator Kerrey expressing your 
deep r e g r e t a t Vietnam's d e c i s i o n t o cancel the meeting between 
Senator Charles Robb and Vietnamese human r i g h t s advocate Dr. 
Nguyen Dan Que. The l e t t e r a l s o emphasizes t h a t a c e n t r a l 
f e a t u r e of our b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p i s promoting human r i g h t s 
f o r Dr. Que and others i n Vietnam who are persecuted f o r t h e i r 
r e l i g i o u s or p o l i t i c a l b e l i e f s . 

Backcfround 

Your a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and previous a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s have r a i s e d Dr, 
Que's d e t e n t i o n w i t h Vietnam's leadership, and h i s imprisonment 
was included i n the Department of State's human r i g h t s r e p o r t 
l a s t year. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the l e t t e r a t Tab A, 

Attachments 
Tab A Proposed l e t t e r from you t o Senator Kerrey 
Tab B Incoming from Kerrey 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of S t a f f 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Bob: 

I appreciated r e c e i v i n g your l e t t e r of August 20 
regarding the imprisonment i n Vietnam of Dr. 
Nguyen Dan Que and I share your deep concern 
about h i s continued d e t e n t i o n . Dr. Que's case 
has been of s p e c i a l concern t o the Executive 
Branch f o r some time, and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of my 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and previous a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s , 
have r a i s e d Dr. Que's d e t e n t i o n w i t h Vietnam's 
leadership. The issue of h i s imprisonment was 
also h i g h l i g h t e d i n the Department of State's 
human r i g h t s r e p o r t l a s t year. 

I also share your disappointment over Vietnam's 
r e f u s a l t o allow Senator Robb t o v i s i t Dr. Que 
l a s t month. I want t o assure you t h a t as long 
as Dr. Que--and others who attempt t o express 
p o l i t i c a l or r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s - - a r e imprisoned 
by the government of Vietnam, we w i l l continue 
t o press f o r t h e i r release. 

I dispatched emissaries t o Vietnam i n J u l y t o 
pursue progress on the POW/MIA issue. I 
i n s t r u c t e d them als o t o s t r e s s the importance 
t h a t we I a t t a c h t o human r i g h t s . As a r e s u l t , 
Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s agreed t o include a 
discussion of human r i g h t s among other issues i n 
our ongoing b i l a t e r a l dialogue. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

The Honorable J. Robert Kerrey 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 



J. ROBERT KERhEY 
NEBRASKA 

lanitetl States ôiatE 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

Septembers, 1993 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am attaching a copy of a letter I recently sent to the Prime Minister of Vietnam regarding 
Viemam's decision to cancel Senator Robb's meeting with Dr. Nguyen Dan Que, a leading human 
rights advocate who is in prison in Viemam. 

I am very concemed about this incident because I think it is indicative of the Viemamese 
govemment's attitude toward human rights concems. While the Vietnamese have demonstrated 
greater cooperation in resolving remaining POW/MIA cases, there has not been similar progress on 
human rights issues. 

I urge you to stress human rights concems in any upcoming discussions with the 
Vietnamese. I would be happy to discuss this with you in greater detail at your convenience. 

iy yours, 

J, Robert Kerrey 



. 
J. POBERT ::ERREY 

NEBRASKA 

Vo Van Kiet 
Prime Minister 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

tlnittd ~tatr.s ~matt 
WASHINGTON. DC 205 10 

August 20, 1993 

I would like to protest in the strongest possible terms your government's decision to cancel 
Senator Charles Robb's meeting with Dr. Nguyen Dan Que. 

In taking this action the government of Vietnam has thrown serious doubt on its claims 
about its commitment to human rights. As you know, Dr. Que is an internationally-recognized 
advocate of human rights who was imprisoned in Vietnam without trial from 1978 to 1988 and is 
presently in his second year of a twenty-year tenn. He was sentenced in 1991 to twenty years in 
prison because he publicly called for your government to respect human rights and allow political 
refonn . 

• 
Allowing Senator Robb to visit Dr. Que would have demonstrated that your government is 

serious about respecting the most basic human rights. While Vietnam has demonstrated a 
willingness to cooperate with the United States in resolving remaining POW /MIA cases, you have 
sent a clear signal by your actions with Senator Robb that this cooperation does not extend to 
improvements in human rights. 

Again, I strongly protest your decision to cancel Senator Robb's meeting with Dr. Que and 
urge you to reconsider. 

Sincerely yours, 

I 

\. 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

September 13, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM ITOH 

FROM: HOWARD G. PASTER 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIR; 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL MAIL 

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President from several 
members of Congress. 

Since these letters address national security issues, I would 
appreciate your assistance in drafting a response. The letters 
are as follows: 

1) Toby Roth (R-WI), concerning the crash of the C123 in 
Nicaragua in 1986; 

2) Eliot Engel (D-NY), concerning Bosnia; 

3) Elizabeth Furse (D-OR), concerning Somalia; 

4) ̂ /^e Skelton (D-MO), concerning Bosnia; and 

\59 Bob Kerrey (D-NE), concerning Vietnam. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. I f you have any 
questions, please feel free to ca l l LeeAnn Inadomi at x7500. 

Enclosure 


