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- By Amy Keller . 

B ig Brotheir? Tlic Republican Na-- • 
. Uorial̂ eomniittce is'corisidmng' 
• a cdritroversial plan to .place poll 

• watchere at key precincts'on Election • 
Dayto crack down bri'hijitiks this Nô  ; 
vember.' 

. • According.io the Los Angeles Tithes, • 
which'acquired a 17-page rheirio on the 
jjian̂ t̂he "ballot integrity,'' sttategy was " 
laid out in secl-et at thc RNG's tneniber-

• ship the t̂iiig last-week. " , ' • ' , " : - > ; ' '. 
• '.'The poll-watch plan'..".calls f o r p ^ j 
leaders'iri e'ach'Stale:Wbatlle\'vpte'taih- •• 

• pering' by recruiting poll watcheî  and' 
• 'challeiigers':roVtarget.precincLs,'"the' 
newspaper reported;' •• ' ' ' • .•' ^ 
»̂ -TlK;nki6lKil'(>lan:still.lMS'-to'be ap-'-''-

.••prdved by cach state befoi-e it is irnple-
nieiitcd.'-•" • • . ' • 
•• ;Denipcrats.have alreadysaid.lhk 
wotild right'any-siich:initiaiive [jartic: 
iilarly if d6hg'ress;tries,to;write it into':;'-..; 

• iaw.'''j;̂ '><>"̂ ;'.̂ ';?;-' Vi'̂  '^'^'r '•.•';' 
îRejiublicaiis will have to be carefiil with' 

• . • ; - '•:. VCohUnueii on page i r 

' •ir);J;''i-"'. '^'i 

By Johii.Mcixurio I . 
• arid RachcT.yanDongeri 

i Democrats figure'Ojeycan easily. hold, 
onto the seat qf retiring 15-term Rep. LoiSis 
Stokes (p-dhio): 'Taking back" party-
switching Rep. .Mikc> Parker's (R-Miss) 
seati however, is atiothcr'story.. . ' •. •.•; 

- • SlokesandParkeraiinounce'dlastweek-, 
" end that they'11 leave the House'at .the end 

ofthe.l0.̂ thGqiigTess. . • "•';,;', 
Their departures bring to niiie the num­

ber "of Appropriations •Committee mem­
bers who ̂ are leaving office this year 
Stokes is llic top Democrat on tlie Appro­
priations- subcommittee' ori Veterans 'Af- • 
fairs,'Hdusing'ahd'Urban Development, 
and indepehderil agencies. Parker sei-ves 
on subcommittees covering Energy' and 
water dcvcloprnen'l as well as militaiy con-, 
stiuction.' ''•.' ' "' : 

In'.Ohid, tliê actiori' ŵ J'-be: in-.thc Dem­
ocratic primary in the;solidlyDI;ifiocratiCr 
Cleveland-.b'ased Vl.llh;.;-district,:\which 
Stokes-hasrepfescrited since 1968;. 

Stokes was'the first African^y^eHcan tp;. 
be elected lo the House fromOhio'.'and he' 
is likciy to be rcplaced-by another African-
American ih this-majprity-black seat 

'.'It-sa'ohc'e-inTa-lifetimedpportunity for 
somebody,'', said' OHid DciTiocralic party ' 
ChaiiTTiaii;pavi Lelarii"There' hasn't-
-been ari oppdrtunily like this in'this district 

. for 30 years.'"' ' ' 
The mosti prp'riiincnt of tlie; would-be 

Deriiocî aticcpnlcridersisCuyahogaCoun-
ty Prosecutoi; Steph'anie Tubbs lories, who' 
many Democrats.said wou|d;be/lhe frpnl-" 
runner if she makes tlieVr'ace. but -'the nairie 
ofStpkes's daughter, Cleveland Municipal 
Cdurt liidge Angela Stokes,'has also been 

- r 'v ' : Conlihued'ori page.lO 

. . . , . Plipip hy.Maureen Kealirig. 

the Bonos yisited the Capitol in 1991, as the then-mayor of Palm Springs contemplated a 1992 Senate candidacy. 

By Norah M. O'DonneU 

'• ary iBono is likely to 

• announce this week 

l"that'.she vyill be a. 

•Republican cancii-

date,to replace.her late hu.sband,' 

Rep.' Sonny Bono (R-CaliQ, in ' 

• the special election scheduled for 

Apr i l ! 

Bono would becdrne the-seĉ  

, end widow .in'.Califdniia.td run 

in a House speciai election this 

year T-rr'Isbis'Gapps (D) has ad-. 

.iyanced.'tplHe Ririoff oh March 

'Mo to. j-eplace';the;late Rep/Wal-' 

iter iGappŝ '(D): The.33-year-pld 

- Bono will also be-following ih 

the 'footsteps of more-.than 30 

wbrrieii wh6;..have been elected 

i . . to.replace a sppiise in the House 

Run for Som/s 
Empty Seat 

likely . 
. - - y,; wouldn't.be ,sutpnsed-if,wc-had an annGuncement̂ early today or.. 

•:the:nextday." - . f x :'-.'-'; 

. :Therfe'.is-only!.one!known.in- . 

:stance in which a widow has lost; 

a special election to/ill;the seat of 

her husbandrin all, one-fifth ofthe 

165"women'who have.served in..: 

the House wercelected to fill their; 

late husband's seat; -. J - --, 

- One'reason forwidows'clectoral' 

: success isithat-thepaityihelpsclear' 

•the field'iiirfact,\when'Republicaii, i 

"Natidhal' Committee Chairm'an;̂  • 

gjaimlslicholsoh intrpdUt^^ 
|vtheV winter, meeting ;,'in.'.;|'a:lmj 
-̂Springs; he,saii,"/̂ the,GthCT.R^̂ ^̂  

•APPtoidw" pubUcans'Have 
Mary Bono and family at Jan; 9 funeral. / '.•lier..We. h6^^ - • ? 

The most recent and prominent widows to sep;e;in'.Cqn< 

' I f i can do it and be a great single mom anddo a great gress—including Reps.,L.indy Boggs (D-U), Cathy .Long, 

job as a Member of Congress, then I'd like to do it," Mary (D-La), Beverly Byron (D-Md), and the only cuirent wid-

-Bdno said in an interview on "Larry King Live" Monday ow in Congress, Rep Jo Ann Emerson (R-Mo) — all sug-

night GOP sources told Roll Gall that since that interview, gested m interviews that .Bonoiwould have ,a natural, ad-

• Bono js leaning toward a mn, . • , vantage as a political: wife -and expressed support for her 

• "If-[sbW'd5aifs].canS^ pû^ ' ' '• 

being acandidate is very very high.V said Rep. Jerry Lewis From ,her residence in-Vatican City as the US ambas-
.,(R-GaliO;the-d^aa:.of.the;.fiolden.Sta^ ' • Continuedon.page.il 
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By Morton M. .Kondracke 

$7'".'--i-;"r;' 

Medical Research May 
Be Only Health Issue 
Parties Can Agree On 

R ^epublicans and Democrats are set to do ' 
battle over four health policy issues this 
,year—^HMO regulation; Medicare ex­

pansion, malpractice refonm, and tobacco — 
but they ought to be able lo agree on one: med­
ical research. . - , 

-In fact, it's conceivable lhat doubling the" 
budget of the National Institutes of Health and 

other research agencies is 
the only health policy they 
can agree on. -

The White Hou.se thinks 
itisplayinga'winnihghand 
on all the contentious is­
sues and that Republicans 
ai;e so worried about iiiak-

. ing election-year mistakes 
that they will cave in to the Democratic agen-
da.̂  . . 

But a counterattack is being organized by 
business and insui;ance groups that is likely to 
stiffen.the spine of Republicans, so the result 

. coiild be a stalemate on Health policy . 
-Here's a rundown on the struggles ahead: 

The .White House is convinced that the pub­
lic wants the goveminenl to.regulate health 
maintenance orgaiiizatiotis. 

, A ycar.ago, a poll by the National Cdalition 
;dn. Health Care .'ihowed'that.74 percent of US 
: adultsibelievc thai."quality care is.often com-
.̂ promised. by..,-insurance 'Companies to.save 
' money,'.'. alth'dugtijS^ said their.;own:: 

,'care^yas;the,.be^ , ; 
..; VTHei WhiiejHduse^^ 
.;_by,̂ hejfacrtthat/a-;cbhserva 
•Rep'. 'Charles No'rwodd .(Ga)Vihas attî acted 

Conservative Rep. Charles Norwood is 
> proposing an even tougher HMO regu­
latory bill than the White House's. 

70 GOP colleagues and 210 total House 
Members to co-sponsor an even tougher 
HMO regulatory bill than the White House 
is advocating. 

• Clinion acknowledges that, having failed to 
•pass comprehensive health reform in 1994,he 
is trying to do it mcrementally. Norwood's bill 
takes a big leap in that direction. 

One lobbyist who follows health care said, 
."A measure of the popularity of this- issue is 
that Norwood's Senate co-sponsor is Alfonse 

- D; Amato [R:NY], who has an uncanny sense 
•. about,what the average Joe wants." 

'.•. :;, Although-Republican Cpiigitssional lead-
^j,ers.-.pppose both; Noi^ood's-and Clinton's ., 
"i plansipemtxrats^ ,,; 
'a'be forced;ld*come iip with a w 
vteinative: - -i'.-•: '. •'. 

But various health insurance,, HMO, and 
business groups — including those that suc­
cessfully defeated "Cliritoncare'-'-in l994 — 
are launching vigorous campaigns against 
HMO regulation.. ' 
' The Health Insurance Association ofAmer-

ica, which sponsored the famous "Harry-and 
Louise" ads in 1994, declared that the issue at 
stake "is whether the, public interest is best 
served by-federal regulation and control of 

. health care, or by the changes that are taking 
place in the private sector as it responds lo the 
demands df consumers." 

Besides frontal opposition. Republicans 
have a stealth plan to stymie HMO regulation 
—attaching malpractice reforms, such as lim­
its on liability and on lawyers' fees, to any 
measure that comes along. 
- The. idea is to riiake Democrats choose 
whether to make political hay with con­
sumers at the price of enraging the powerful 
trial lawyers' lobby, a major contributor to 
Democratic campaigns. Soine Republicans 
think that, to please the trial lawyers, Clin­
ton might veto his own health care Bill of 
Rights. 

Meanwhile, Clinton's idea of making 
Medicare available to people:who retire be­
tween 55 and 64 is getting bad press on the 
grounds that it will hasten the insolvency, of 
tht; Medicare system. 

Still, the White House thinks the idea is a 
political winner, forcing Republicans once 
again to' touch the legendary "third rail'' of 
American politics, where they've been elec­
trocuted before. .. •.. • 

. - 71115 .tinie, thotigh; Republicans'have a' 
handy ai^ument: Abipartisan commission has 

Meantime, the national lobacco settlement 
presents a mdrass of issues and jurisdictional 
claims in Congress, including Clinton's plan 
for big new federal taxes, liberals' objections 
to releasing lobacco companies'from liability 
in future lawsuits, and the cut that Uial lawyers 
will get from the deal. There's every reason to 
think lhat, with.-only 95 legislative days to 
work this year. Congress won't be able lo 
process the pact 

All of this amounts to a stalemate. But ex-
.panding the federal medical research budget 

The White House is 
convinced the public ... 
wants the governmerit 
to regulate HMOs' •: 
offers an opponunity for bipartisan accom­
plishment. , . 

Republicans .such as.Seiis. Connie.Mack , 
(Fla) and Arlen Specter(Pa).and,Reps.' John 
Porter (III), Newt Gingrich'(Ga),'arid'Gcorge 
Gekas (Pa) are suxjngly-in favor df doubling 
the budget over five years. So are Democratic 
Sens. Torti Harkin. (Iowa)!and Ted Kennedy 
(Mass) and Reps. John Dingell (Mich) and 
Henry Waxman (Calif). -. 

Clinton reportedly will include a 21st Cen­
tury Biomedical Initiative in his State df the . 
Union message, but provide much less, than . 
adequate funding iri his budget .—.deperiderit 
on a tobacco tax. ... -•• 
• . That preseriis'Gpngressional- Reĵ ublicans 
farid Bemdciats'with' a golden dppoitijriity this 

year: Find the money for NIH less than $30.. 
just been appointed'to.iStudy. Medicare 
;,teim.:.Whyjiptwait.tillth^^^^ 
•H^^fnVe'iH'iikmnp'with'rhe Vvŝ ^ ^with'thenaiionlshetilthrahd'a^^ bfefore'fi'iikering-wiih'the s'ysterii 
probably will prevail; to'cpriquer disease.-. 

iearn what's really going to 
in 

; Please reply now—this expert CQ overview is timed for Congress'Teturh! 
'''̂ '''.V'f. . ' ' •''•' ''• •-•..:*''--• ;'•' ?::*'!.'-''K.-'i ̂ ^ 

Lct-Cdiigrt-ssioi'iarCi^ give .yoii the scoop on"̂ Coiigre.ss '98. You'll get deep, big-picture Hn:ily.sis of die is'.siies''aijd .p'bliiics:>lefmihg!your 
phis factors'tha'l caii-fielay.'yo your congressional strategics. It's all from se;isoiied iCQ cxperl.s^infoi maiidn'you can 
pu'nciiiry. If you have a stake, iri Congi-'cssUHis year, register today! ' 

,>('•-;'i'vij;-V 
•'\''V«'v̂ :*''" 
iagenda;. • 

Eail\ Bird Discount 
Just $425 Before February 4! 

LEARN 1998'S. KEY ISSUES 
CQ Weekly Report writer Judi Ha.sson will explain the issues 

sCoiigrcss will put on the front burner: a tobacco agreement, Iineriiet 
regulation, the Microsoft antitrust case,;ISTEA,' much more. 

PREVIEW THE FALL ELECTIONS 
• Ron EIviiig.^^GQ'political editor, will discuss whether the GOP will 

gain a rilibuster;"pro'of,majority,of-60 Senate scats and a wider Hous<; 
majori ty. If so, what'viill that-riiean for the watershed election of 2000? 

EXPLORE THE PouTics OF BUDGET SURPLUS 
CQ budget expert and noted author. George Hager will analyze 

the prospecLs for a post-deficit era .and the.outlook for tax cuts, tax 
reform; more.. " ,--..:;t.. 

U N D E R S T A N D T H E N E W 

,t)EFENSE B U D G E T 

PatTpwell, CQ's widely respected authority on national security, 

will clarify the global aiid domestic affects of tiie shrinking defen.sc 

budget. He'll also disctis.s whetiier deficit-red.iicuon^could'niean.m'dr^ -

for dollars for defeiisc.' • '. : ' ••, -..'• ' .'-'"/ . -'•• '• . '' 

D I S C O V E R T H E N E W 

• • - - O F ' : e A M P A l G N ; l ^ N A N C E ' 

Sara Fritz, nianagiiig,editor of CQ Weekly'Rcport, will'sha'i-e-Ker-

insights on campaign firiance as a fact of life on the Hill, pltis'how'tliis-

toniroversial issue will affect the election cycles of 1998 and .2000. 

Register Now! > , , 
This l u l l day o f nitist-havc intcUigcntt; is.()nly-,$425 licforo February 4, $025 af lc i . .. .„ •. 

call.{•202.)i88.7,i8552ior,-{86'0) '432-2500:;ext?^-552''tbday. O r : c ™ a i l i m r a p p a p p i ; i @ 

Congressional Quarterly's Legislative Outlook 1998 
• •: Approaching the Mtlknnium:^C^ ' 
Friday February 13 1998 ' 8 30 4 30. , ' H d r n o t t Hptc l 133LEcnnsyJv.ania?Avcnuc„Washinglo.n, .D.C;, 


