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Day to crack dowiior hrJrnks this No- -: :
.vember o
Accordmg to’ the Los Angeles Ttmes
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-'Iatd out m sccret at t.hc RNC s member— h

ncwspaper reponed
“The nauonal plan sull has o be ap
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By johri Me'réuﬁo
.and Rachel Van- Dongen

e Democrats ﬁgure they ¢an emly hold: -

ontothcscalof retiring 15-term Rep. Louis
Stokes (D- Oth) “Taking back’ party- -
.switching Rcp. Mike. Parker's (R- Miss) ©

Stokes and Parker announecd last: wee .
end that they'il leave the Housc ar the end
of the 105th’ Congrcss )

Thcrr depanures bnng to-nine the num--'
ber ‘of” Appropnallons ‘Committee mem- -
bers -who ‘are leaving - ‘office this year.
Slokz,s is lhc top Democrat on thé Appro-

-pnauons subcommmee on Veterans Af-.’

fairs, 'Housing and” Urbaiv Deve]opman

_and 1ndependenl agcnctes Parker scrves

on subcommitiees covering ‘Energy and -

'watcrdcvclopm ntas well asmtlltary cons -
struction; .

be elécted to the Housé from:Ohio, a
s’ hkcly obeé rcplnced by another ‘Affican-
Amcncan m Lhts -majority- black seat.
“Itfs donce-in
" domebody,”. said Ohio’ Dcmocrauc party”
Chairman’ David Leland’ *There’ hasn't
.been an' opponumly like thls in'this district
for 30 years.™
The most “‘prommcnl of the would be,
Derhocratice _mcn(lelstsCuyahogaCoun—
ty Prosecutor Steph'uuc Tubbs Jories,; who'
many- ‘Democrats said would be;the front--
runner if shie makes theirace, butihe name
ofStokc< s daughier, ¢ Clevcland Muntcrpal
Court Judge Angela Stokes, has also been
s (,ununued on page.10
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By Norah M. O’Donnell
' ary Bono: 1s|1kely to:
-:announce this week
he will be a.
: ublican candt-_;
date, to replace her late husband;
Rep. Sonny Bono (R-Calif), i in”
- “the spécial election scheduled for.
April 7 '
Bono would become’ the -$ecs

it‘er\Capps {Dy: The 33- year-o]d _
. Bono will also be. followmg in -
the footsteps of more “than 30
women -who, have ‘been elected
..to. replace a‘'spouse in the House .
. “IfIcandoitand be a great single mom and do'a great
_|0b as a Member of Congress, then I d like to do it,” Mary
“Bong sald in an interview on“Larry ng Live” Monday
' mghl GOP sources to]d Roll Call that since that interview,
~Bonois leanmg toward a run,

“If [some detatls] can be put tn prder the prospects for.

owin Congress Rep I AR E
gested in mtervrews that Bon 3
.vantage ds-a polmcal w1fe and expresscd support for her

candldacy

| Mary Bono Wﬂl Ltkely
Ru;n for Sonn '

From her residence in- Vatlcan City as ‘the US ambas-

‘Continued ‘on page.11
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By Morton M. Kondracke

. epubhcans and Democrzm arésetto do
" battle over four health policy issues this

ryear—HMOregulauon Medicaréex- -

pansnon malpracuce reform, ‘and tobacco —
but they ought to be dble to agree onone: med-
ical research,

In fact, it’s concelvable Lhat doubhng the =

budget of the National Institutes of Healthand

other research agencies is.
the only héalth policy they
can agree on. .

The White House lhmks
itis playmgawmmnghand
on’all the contentious ‘is-

‘sues and that.Republicans
~are'so worried about mak- -
: mg election-year mistakes

Lhat they wnll cave in to the Democratic agen-

da: . . .

-But a counterattack is bemg orgamzed by
business and insurance groups that is likely to
stiffen the spine of Republicans, so the result

. could be a stalemate on hiealth policy. . -
~Here’s-a rundown on the struggles ahead:

-The White House is convinced that the-pub--

‘lic wants the govemment to.regula(e health
maintenance organizations. . :

2Ayearago, apoll by the Nauonal Coalition .

+on,Health' Care showed that 74 percent of US
lieve that ! quahty care is often com-
surance ‘compamcs 1o, save

Conservalive Rep. Charles Nor'wood is
- proposing an even tougher HMO regu-
. latory bill than the White House’s.

7(_) GOP. collcagues and 210 total House

- Members to co-sponsor an even tougher
HMO regulatory bill than the White House
is advocating.

- Clinton acknowledges that, having failed to.
pass comprehensive healthreform in 1994, he

istrying todoitincrementally. Norwood's bill
takes a big leap in that direction.

One lobbyist who follows health care said,
-“A'measure of the popularity of this-issue is
that Norwood’s Senate co-sponsor is-Alfonse
-D’Amato [R:NY], whohas an uncanny sense
 about what the average Joe wants.”"

Ahhough Repubhcan Congressnonal lead-

Bul various health insurance, HMO, and
business groups — including Lhose that Suc-
cessfu]ly defeated “Clmtoncare" in'1994 —

are launching vigorous campalgns agalnsl
- HMO regulation. .

" The Health Insurance Assocmuon of Amer-
ica, which sponsored the famous “Harry-and
Louise™ ads in 1994, declared that the issue at
stake “is whether.the, public interest is best

served by-federal regulation and control of
. health care, or by the changes that are taking

place in the private seclor as it responds to lhe
demands of consumers.'

Besides frontal oppoqmon chubllcans
have a stealth plan to stymie HMO regulation
——attaching malpractice reforms, such as lim-

its-on liability and on lawyers’ fees, to any

measure that comes along.

- The.idea is to make Democrats choose
whelher to make political hay with con-
sumers at the price of enraging the powerful
trial lawyers’ lobby, a major contributor to
Democratic’ campaigns. Some-Republicans
think that, to please the trial lawyers, Clin-
ton might veto his own hcallh care Bill of
Rights.

Meanwhile, Clinton’s idea of making
Medicare available to people:who retire be- .
tween 55 and 64 is getting bad press on the
grounds that it will hasten the insolvency, of
the Medicare system. .

Still, ‘the-White-House thinks the idea is a
political ‘winner, forcing Repubhcans once
again to'touch the legendary “'third rail” of

American politics, where they’ve been elec- :

trocuted before.

Meanume the national tobacco settlement
presents a morass of issues and jurisdictional
claims in Congress, including Clinton’s plan
for big new federal taxcs, liberals’ objections
to releasing tobacco companies‘from liability
in fuiture lawsuits, and the cut that trial lawyers
will get from the deal. There's every reason to
think that, with:only 95 legislative days to
work this year, Congress won't-be able to
process the pact.

All of this amounts to a stalemate. But-¢x-
pandlng the fedcral medlcal rcsearch budgel

The White House 15
convinced. the public .
wants the government

to regulate HMOs_ -

oﬁers an opponumty for blpamsan accon-
plishment.

Republicans such as Sens Conme Mack |
(Fla) and Arlen Specter- (Pa) and Réps: Johin
Porter (1Il); Newt Gingrich (Ga), and'Gcorgc
Gekas (Pa) are strongly-in favor of doubling
the budget over five years. So are Democratic
Sens. Torm Harkin:(Iowa)!and Ted Kennédy,
(Mass) and Reps. John Dmgell (Mlch) ‘and
Henry Waxman'(Calif). - . .

Clinton reportedly will mclude a 215[ Cen- -
tury. ‘Biomedical Initiative in his State of the .;
Union message, but provide much’ lcss than .
.adequate funding.in his budge dependem E
on atobaccotax. .. - : o

. That presems Congressxonal epubllcans

- This, time, thougn Republlcans ’have a’ 'and Dcmocrats witha goldenopponumtythls !

rS': OpPOSe - bolh Norwood s:and Clinton’s .

handy argumcnl Ablpamsan commissionhas,

before*tmkenng wn.h’(he Vst

S probab]ywnll prevall

year: Find| the maney: forNI
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