_—_— By JANE GROSS
- YONKERS, N.Y., April 21 — In the
Search to explain the spike in smok-
ing amang black Ieen-agers, a range
of theories has evolved, from the
proliferation of twhacco advertising
In .minority communities to the
stress of adolescence 19 the identifi-
cation with entertainment idols who
appear.s with clgarettes dangling
from their lips, . . :
. Teen-agers themselves, and some
eXpertd who have studied adolescant
smoking, add another, lesgs predict-
able explanatian to the mix of fac-
- dors: the decision to taje up smoking
becanse of a belief thar cignrattes
" prolong the heady rush of marijuana
. “It makes the high go higher,”.
Fald Marquette, a 16-year-old stident
at Sannders Trades and Tachnical
High School here who, Lile other gty
Aents, spoke about her marijiana

¥se an the condition that only her
first name be used.

At Wash ~Prepafatory High
School in South-Central Log Angeles,
Tifanni, also 16, said she took up
cigarettes two months ago because,
“If the marijuzna goes down and yuou
get a cigarette, it will go up again.”

Black reap-agers like Marquetre
and Tifanani are not unusual, accord-
Ing to interviews with dozens of ado-
lescents around the enuntry and var-

\ i0ug national surveys. These surveys
show that biacks begin smoking ciga-
rettes jater tham white {een-agers,
but szart using marijuana earlier, a
differance that axperts say they can-
not explain.

The surveys also show a sharp rise

in both cigarette and marijuana vee -

among teen-agers (n recent years,
evident among all races bat most
pronmmced amang blacks. White
teen-agers still smoke cigarettes at
twice the rate of blacks, bur the gap
Is neuTowing, signalivg the end of jow
smoking rates mmong black youths
that had been considered a public
bealth success story.

It is not clear how much of the
Increase in smoking amorig black
leen-agers 1a dus o the nse of siga-
rettas with marljusna, and experts
say advertising has been the main
factor. But the marijuana-tobacco
combination {3 notabie hecauge it {5
the reverse of e more common
progression from clgarerte and aleo-
hol use o illegal drugs,

Many black teen-agars said In’ in-
terviews that they were drawn w
clgaretres by friends who told them

that nicotlne would enhance their |

bigh from marijuona, which hag

Continued on Page A28
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