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mg Blacks Link Tob 
By JANE GROSS 

YONKERS, N.Y.. April 31 - In ihe 
Search to aiplaln the spike in amoK-
fng among black teen-asers, a range 
of aieorias hstE evolved, from the 
proliferailmi of tobacco advertisiflg 
In mlMrlty (sommunities tO the 
stress of adotescence to the identifi­
cation with entertaJnmenc tdob who 
appear./ with cigarettes dangUng 
from their Upa. . 
: reenters themaetvies, and some 
eatperta who hava studied adolescant 
axnoklnfc atJd another, less predict­
able explanation to the mix of fac­
tors: the decision to take up smokiiig 
because of a belief that clgwBtTeg 

• prolong the heady rush of maryuana. 
, "I t makes the high go higher" 
said Marquene, a le-year-oW studenr 
at Sannders Tradna and Technical 
High School hero who, lilie other stu-
Ifltms, spoke about her marijuana 
psa on tiie condition that only her 
nrst name be used. 

At WaahlngtotivHr.eparatory High 
School in SouthOntral Los Angeles, 
Tifanni, also 16, said she took up 
cigarettes two months ago because 
"If the marijuana goes down and you 
get a cigarette, it will go up again." 

Black laan-agera like Mairjurtie 
and Tlfanai are not unusual, accord­
ing to interviews with dozens of ado­
lescents around the cntmiry and var-

>̂ ious national survcya. These am-veya 
show that blacks begin smoking ciga­
rettes later than wliite teen-agers, 
bur start using marijuana earlier, a 
differrooe mat experts say they can­
not explain. 

The surveys also show a sharp rise 
In both dgarette and marijuana use 
among teeiMgers In recent years 
evMeat among afl races but most 
pronounced among blacks. White 
teen-agers still smoke cigarettes at 
twice the rai» of blacks, but the gap 
Is narrowing. sigjiHiisg ma «nd of low 
smoklnE rates among black youths 
that had been considered a jjublic 
health success story. 

It is not clear how much of the 
Increase in smoking amoiig black 
teen-agers la duo to tbo nse of ciga­
rettes with nsariiuana, and experts 
say advertising has been the main 
factor. But the manjnana-tobacco 
combination is notable because It Is 
the reverse of dife more common 
progression from cigaretie and alco­
hol use CD illegal drugs. 

Many black teea<3g,era said In in­
terviews that they were drawn to 
clgaretiEs by friends who mid them 
that nicotine would enhance their 
high from marlJuDna, winch has 
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