
Health gK>ups line up against tobacco deal 
By Jessica Lee 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Leading public 
health groups coalesced Tuesday 
against legislation that would protect 
cigarette makers from certain lawsuits. 

But the lobacco Industry warned that 
without such protection, it wouldn't vol­
untarily agree to restrict its advertising 
and marketing. 

"We oppose granting the tobacco in­
dustry immunity against liability for 
past, present or future misdeeds," for­
mer surgeon general C. Everett Koop 
and former Food and Drug Administia-
tion chief David Kessler said in a letter 
lo House Speaker Newt Gingrich and 

Seinate Majority Leader "n-ent Lett 
The letter commits 20 medical and 

public health groups to work for com­
prehensive tobacco legislation based on 

. its impact on public health. It repre­
sents the first time the groups have tak­
en a united position on the tobacco bill. 

The industry, meanwhile, hardened 
its insistence on some protection from 
lawsuitSi which it regards as an essen­
tial part of any national tobacco deal. 

Last June, the industry negotiated a 
deal to settle lawsuits pending in 40 
stat« and restrict its advertising and 
marketing practices in exchange for 
limited immunity from lawsuits. Con­
gress would have to approve the deal 
before it could,become la\y. 

Industry spokesman Meyer Koplow 
told reijorters that If Congress passes 
legislation lacking "essential liability 
provisions, at a minimum, you're not go­
ing to get the industry to voluntarily 
give up things." 

Koplow warned that the industry 
might retum to practices such as car­
toon advertising if Congi^ falls to 
grant protection from lawsuits. It will 
also challenge in court any provisions 
the industry considers to be unconstitu­
tional, he said. 

Among the legal protections sought 
by the industry are a ban on future 
classaction suits, a prohibition on law­
suits by insurance companies or other 
third-party payers and a $5 billion cap 

on annual liability payments. ' 
But Koop and Kessler argued that 

Congress is under no obligation to nego­
tiate with the lobacco industry. "Con­
gress should not alter the legal system 
in any way that would weaken Its ability 
to protect the public health or permit 
the tobacco industry or others to engage 
in any behavior lhat otherwise would be 
condemned," they said. 

In addition to Koop and Kessler, the 
letter was signed by leaders of such in-
fluenUal groups as the American Medi­
cal Association, American Cancer Soci­
ety, American Heart Association and 
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. 

>• Tobacco ads, IB 
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By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 17 — Two of 

the nation's leading authorities on 
public health, C. Everett Koop, the 
former Surgeon General, and David 
A. Kessler, former Commissioner of 
Food and Drugs, said today that they 
opposed giving tobacco companies 
protection against lawsuits. 

A lawyer for the tobacco industry 
"•said later that without such legal 

protection, the companies would 
fight in court any effort by Congress 
to 'restrict their advertising or pre­
vent them from marketing ciga­
rettes to teen-agers. 

The competing news conferences, 
held with Congress in recess this 
week and lawmakers undecided 
about how and whether to proceed 
with antismoking legislation, came 
on the same day that the Joumal of 
the American Medical Association 
published two studies about the influ­
ence of tobacco advertising on smok­
ing among young people. 

One study found that tobacco com­
panies advertised brands popular 
with young people in magazines that 
had a high proportion of teen-age' 
readers. The other study concluded 
that exposure to cigarette advertis­
ing was a significant factor in wheth­
er teen-agers took up smoking. 

At their news conference on Capi­
tol Hill, Dr. Koop and Dr. Kessler • 
presented a letter to Congressional' 
leaders calling for "fundamental 

I changes in tobacco policy based sole-
j ly and exclusively on what is good for 
(the public's health without making 
unnecessary concessions to the to­
bacco industry." 

Their letter was signed by repre­
sentatives of 20 organizations, in-
eluding the American Medical Asso­
ciation, the American Cancer Soci-

lety, American Heart and Lung Asso-

I 

ciations and the National Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids.. 

Dr. Kessler, who is now dean of the 
Yale Medical School, was especially 
emphatic in his opposition to giving 
the tobacco companies legal protec­
tion: "For the first time. Congress 
needs to enact tobacco legislation 
without asking the industry's per­
mission," he said. "There should be 
no concessions to this industry." 

He repeatedly avoided answering 
whether he would change his mind if 
such concessions proved to be the 
only way to obtain restraints on to-
baccp advertising. ^ 

Last year, the tobacco industry 
signed an accord with the attomeys 
general of about 40 states in which 
the industry agreed to restrict adver­
tising and take other steps to limit 
smoking. The accord is being rewrit­
ten by Congress. 

I i f it, the companies agreed, 
among other things, to stop adver-
Usements featuring cartoon charac­
ters or celebrities, to discontinue out­
door advertisements and to restrict 
advertisements in iriagazines often 
read by teen-agers to text-only, 

black-and-white layouts. 
In exchange, the agreement pro­

hibits class-action lawsuits, limits 
claims for punitive damages based 
on past industry conduct and puts a 
ceiling on how much the companies 
would have to pay each year in com­
pensatory damages. 

As more and more documents 
come out showing the extent to which 
the tobacco companies tried over the 
years to promote smoking bŷ young 
people, the industry has lost almost, 

' all support in Congress. Lawmakers 
. have expressed reluctance to grant 

the concessions to the companies 
contained in the agreement. 

"Their effort to target 14-year-olds, 
is frankly reprehensible," Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, Republican of Geor- V 
gia, said last week. " I think that they.-
are weaker than they have ever been ' 
in this city, and I think that there is; 
virtually no sentiment for in any way 
listening favorably to the tobacco 
companies." 

But without protection against 
lawsuits, said Meyer Koplow, a law­
yer who represents the industry, the • 
companies would never voluntarily 
agree to restrict their advertising. 
To do so outside a comprehensive .' .'; 
settlement, Mr. Koplow suggested,'..., 
would be a violation of antjitrusyî ws ''! • j 

And if Congress tried to imposSthe ;?! 
advertising restrictions over theippj/;.'" 
position of the industry, Mr. Kbpiow-jV.: 
said, the companies would argue that -
their right of free expression had 
been violated and would tie up the j:' . , 
rtatter in court for years. ' 

In St. Paul today, in the first state V ' 
case against the tobacco industry to • : 
reach trial, jurors heard the former 
top researcher for the Philip Morris .. 
Companies refuse to answer.dozens .. 
of questions in videotajjed testimony..'. 

The Associated Press-said the re- : 
searcher, Thomas Osdene, 70, re- ' 
peatedly invoked his Fifth Amend-
ment rights during the hourlbng:'V 
questioning about his work for the. 
nation's largest cigarette maker. 
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CAPITAL BRIEFS 
Courts need 
neutral experts, 
justice says 

Judges in some cases should ap­
point independent scientific experts 
to help advise the judge on unsound 
or unreliable scientific testimony. Su­
preme Court Justice Stephen Breyer 
said Monday 

It's important that legal decisions 
be based on sound scieni:e, and 
judges have to be gatekeepers to sep­
arate the solid evidence from junk 
science, Breyer said. 

He told the American Association 
for the Advancement ot Science 
meeting in Philadelphia that he wel­
comed their offer of a pilot program 
to help federal judges find neutral 
experts. But he told reporters later 
that [here probably aren't a lot of 
cases where there's a need for out­
side help. "That isn't a cure-all, and it 
can't be used widely," he said. 

Breyer didn't cite specific cases' 
bul mentioned such recent legal is­
sues as the right-to-die and environ­
mental pollution. 

PAULA JONES SUIT: Kathleen 
Willey a former White House em­
ployee who reportedly says she was 
groped by President Clinton in 1993. 
asked a friend to lie aboul the accu­
sation, the friend's lawyer said Mon­
day. Lawyer John West says his cli­
ent. Julie Hiatt Steele of Richmond, 
Va., has told Clinton's lawyers that 
Willey asked her last year to say that 
Willey had reported the purported 
encounter with Clinton at the time. 
But Willey didn't actually relate the 
story until last spring, when she 
wanted Steele to corroborate it to a 
news reponer. West said. The issue 
arose as part of the sexual harass­
ment lawsuit filed against. Clinton by 
Paula Jones. Jones says ,Clinton ex­
posed himself and asked for oral sex 
in a hotel room in 1991 when he was 
Arkansas governor and she was a 
state employee. He denies it 

PAPARAZZI BILL: PersistenUy 
following a person to get a picture 
with the intent to sell. It would be a 
federal crime under a bill to be un­
veiled today by Sen. Dianne Fein­
stein, D-Calil., the Los iAngeles Times 
said. The proposal has backing in 
Hollywood, but some civil libertar­
ians say it likely is unconstitutional. 

TOBACCO SETTLEMENT: 
TWO leading public health advocates 
— former surgeon general C. Ever­
ett Koop and former Food and Drug 
Administration chief David Kessler 
— today are expected to oppose 
granting the tobacco industry immu­
nity from the legal consequences of 
past, present or future wrongdoing. 
Their stand highlights a lingering', 
split in the public health community 
over the content of any new tobacco-
control bill. Groups such as the 
American Heart Association, Ameri­
can Cancer Society and National 
Center for Tobacco Free Kids also 
oppose broad immunity from law­
suits for tobacco companies. But the 
groups say they will endorse some le­
gal protections in order to get com­
prehensive tobacco controls. 

— Jessica Lee 

POLITICS: Texas Gov George W, 
Bush headed a poll of Republicans in 
New Hampshire, site of the first 
presidential primary in the year 
2000. The survey by RKM Research 
and Communications found 23.4% 
supported Bush; publisher Steve 
Forbes got 17.6%; Jack Kemp was 
third at M.5% and Lamar Alexander 
had U.1%. 

• In the Ohio race for the open 
Senate seat of Democrat John Glenn, 
who Is retiring. Republican Gov. 
George Voinovich had a 59%-31% 
lead over Democrat Mary Boyle in a 
poll by The Cincinnati Enquirer. 

• Rep. Frank Riggs, R-Calif., 
launched his campaign for the GOP 
nomination for the Senate seat held 
by Democrat Barbara Boxer. Riggs 
will face state TVeasurer Man Fong 
and businessman Darrell Issa in the 
June 2 primary. 

By Paul Leavitt with wire reports 

Morgan cries 
foul at 'Star' 
Clinton story 

Lorrie Morgan Is angrily de­
nying a tabloid story that says 
she and Bill Clinton had a 
necking session in a limousine 
iil December and that he later 
barraged her with phone calls. 

The country star says she is 
"seeking legal recourse" in re­
sponse to the article in the Feb. 
24 Star magazine, calling it "to­
tally fabricated. ... The only 
accurate information ... was 
that I joined him (Clinton) on­
stage for the Christmas tree 
lighting in Washington, D.C. 
President Clinton has only 
been a complete gentleman in 
my presence." 

Adds Morgan's manager, Su-
san Nadler " I was there with 
her the whole time and she 
never spent a moment alone 
with the president He was nev­
er in the limousine." 

The Star did not retum a 
call seeking comment 

By Kitty Bean Yancey 
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By William Claiborne 
WiihinKioti POM Suif Writer 

LOS ANGELES—Eggei on by a smokers' 
rights group heavily funded by the tobacco 
industry, a growing number of California 
tavern owners are thumbing their noses at the 
nation's only statewide ban on barroom smok­
ing, allowing patrons to light up and blow 
smoke in the face of authority. 

Although the six-week-old smoking ban 
provides for escalating fines for bar owners 
who allow smoking, reports from around the 
state Indicate that enforcement by local juris­
dictions mostly depends on response to com­
plaints. Even at that, it has been spotty at best 
with compliance In many areas but open 
defiance in others. 

Some jurisdictions have sent health inspec­
tors or fire marshals to check on complaints. 
But many local governments, lacking ade­
quate resources, have merely mailed warning 
notices to alleged offenders upon receiving a 
complaint Moreover, while bar owners are 
required to ask offending patrons to stop 
smoking, they are not required under the law 
to eject them or take other steps to enforce the 
ban. As a result many bar operators acknowl­
edge that they signal their intentions by 
smiling when they ask a patron to refrain from 
smoking and then turn their back on violators. 

The law requires us to post the signs and 
inform the customers that they are not sup­
posed to smoke. We're not required to eject 
them," said Beveriy Swansea, owner of the 
One Double Oh Seven Club in Santa Cruj. 
"People in bars are smoking. You can call it 
civil disobedience, but you can also call it being 
backed into a corner and trying to keep your 
business alive." 

Jim Keenan, owner of the Nite Hawk Tavern 
in.Sacramento, said, "Most of my customers 

. comply, but if someone lights up, I win not 
confront him' There's nothing in the law that 
says I have to confront or eject a smoker". 

. In the first court test of the ban, the owner of 
a bar in Roseville, northeast of Sacramento, 
pleaded not guilty Friday to a charge of 
allowing patrons to smoke and was scheduled 
for a nonjury trial on March 13. In a courtroom 
packed with fellow tavern owners. Bill Ostran-
der, 70, who bees a $100 fine if convicted, said, 
" I fought a war to keep this country free. The 
state didn'{ buy that bar. I bought that bar with 
hard work.' 

More thian 100 bar owners recently gath­
ered in Sacramento to form an association and 
discuss rebellion strategies, including raising 
a legal defense fund for members cited under 
the ban and pulling the plugs on state lottery 
ticket-dispensing machmes in taverns as an 
expression of their anger at state officials. 

The group's contention that at least stand­
alone bars without restaurant facilities should 
be exempted from the no-smoking law re­
ceived a boost fi-om Gov. Pete Wilson (R), an 
occasional cigar smoker, who publicly sug­
gested last month that smokers should have 
"some sort ot sanctuary" and that bar owners 
should have the option to allow smoking. 

Similar coalitions to repeal the ban are being 
formed elsewhere in the state, some of them 

. with the help of the National Smokers Alliance 
and the Sacramento branch of the New York-
based Burson-Marsteller public relations firm, 
which long has had dose ties with the tobacco 
industry. 

"Rebel, revolt resist Bad laws should not be 
obeyed." headlined one missive published by 
the National Smokers Alliance, a tax-exempt 
nonprofit group headquartered in Alexandria, 
Va. Since its founding in 1993, the alliance has 

. receded more than $42 million fi^m three of 
the biggest U.S. cigarette manu&cturers. 

Deftly sidestepping the potentially dicey 
legal problem of suborningJawbreaMng, the 

! alliance put quotation marks around the call 
for defiance and anributed it to a newspaper 
columnist's commentary on a similar smoking 
ban in bars that was overtumed last year in 
Toronto. 

But the message was not lost on smoken 
fi-om Humboldt County on the Oregon state, 
line to San Diego County on . the Mexican 
border, who view barrooms as their last refuge 
in a state with some of the strictest 
anti-smoking laws in the United States. 

At J.P's Bar and Grill in Santa Monica, for 
instance, drinkers were urg*d to go outside to 
smoke for about a week after the ban started 
Jan. 1. Then a 'Repeal the Ban" placard went 
up next to the statMssuedTJo Smoking" «gn 
near the door. Now, patrons find a pall of 
smoke hanging in the air and ashtrays on 
every table. 

"You know that's illegal," said a bartender 
one night this week as she handed a smoking' 
patron an ashtray and flashed a conspiratorial 

I smile. 
I The defiance campaign and an intensive 
legislathx: lobbying effort guided by one of the 
world's larKest public relations firms prompted 
the state Assembly last month to vote for a 
suspension of the measure for at leaisf two 
years. Although the repeal effort faces much 
stiffer opposition in the state Senate, the failtial 
legislathre victory appears to hm'iriicdiifjged-
bar owners to step up their public demonstia- • 
tions and organidng actnities with the help of 
the Smokere Alliance and . tobacco toduatry 

. money. 
V. According to financial statements Sleawitn . 

the Caliloraia Attomey General's Office, the 
alliance received $42 million between its forai-
ding in 1993 and 1996, during which it paid 
BuraoD-Marstelleiir more than $4.4 million. 

The alliance's senior vice president Gary 
Auxier, said his 'grassroots" group's tliree. 
largest sources of fimds are the Philip Morris, 
Brown & Williamson and Lorillard cigarette 
companies. He said the alliance also recewes 
funds from tobacco, indusdy-felated firms, 
such as cigarette lighter mani^ctiiren, hospi­
tality industry contributors and dues-paying 
members. . _ 

Auxier and the alliance's president, Tnomas 
Humber, both came from Baiwm-Mar»teller, 
where they handled tobacco company ac­
counts. 

The National Smokers Alliance has supplied 
more than 3,000 California bars with pasters 
urging an overturn ofthebanandcoastersthat 
patrons can sign and mail to their legislators. . 
The alliance also is distributing a biweekly 
"Prohibition News Update" and a monthly 
newsletter called The Resistance," Auxier 
said. He said the alliance last week also hired a 
Sacramento lobbyist Fred Taugher of Public 
Policy Advocates, to "get an intelligence^ath-
ering process" in the state capital. 

But Auxier denied that his group Is en­
couraging lawbreaking. 

"We . haven't at any point even suggested 
people engage in civil disobedience. Do we 
report on it' We sure as heidt do, because it s 
obvious that ifs put. there. But we're, not 
encouraging it" Auxier said. 

Stanton A. Glantz, a medical professor at the 
Unhrersity of California at San Francisco and a 
leadmg anthsmoking activist accused the to­
bacco industry of attempting to reshape its 
image as "responsible coiporate citizens" in 
Washington by offering huge tobacco lawsuit 
settiements while 'playing incredible hard­
ball" in California. 

The &ct is, they're out there encouraging 
people to break the law. It's one thmg for 
Mohandas Gandhi or Martin Luther King Jr to 
encourage people to engage in civil disobe­
dience and it's another thing to have one of the 
biggest multinational corporations in the world 
inciting people to break i t t law," Glantz said. 

Ann Wri^t spokeswoman of the American 
Cancer Society's California division, which 
fought for the bar-smoking ban, also said 
Auxier's disclaimers were disingenuous. 

'1 think they're out there stirring the pot It's 
an organized effort aimed at a snUll, vocal 
group, and that machine is roDrng," Wright 
. said. "But we've taken on the tobacco induifry 
beforeand well do it again." 

FORMtmEmioniuinN 
TortadPostcmtrageoftketobaccoiiiibistry, 
elicit on the aboiiesymbol on thefirimtpdgt of 
The Post's Web site at wum aaskingtmpost.com 
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POLITICS 
Christian Coalition 
Leaders BackAshcroft 

a grand total of zero first or second 
place votes. 

Ifs settled. The Christian Co­
alition has surveyed Its leadership 
and decided that Sen. John D. 
Ashcroft (R-Mo.) should be the 
next president and Arkansas Gov. 
Mike Huckabee (R) should be his 
vice president 

As for the Democrats, they 
should just forget about the next 
presidential election. 

The poll of 65 Christian Coali­
tion state chairmen and other top 
officials was conducted last week­
end during the coalition's annual 
conference in 'Virginia Beach. 
They were given a list of about 45 
names. Republicans, Democrats, 
Independents, "basically every 
candidate whose name has been 
bandied about in the media," said a 
coalition official 

Ashcroft, vho was named first 
or second choice on 29 ballots, 
was the clear winner, foDowed by 
Huckabee with 16 first or second 
place inentions. Other top vote 
getters, all Republicans, were Mal-
cohn S. "Steve" Forbes and Rep 
J.C. Watls (Okla.) with 15 votes 
each, Texas Gov. George W. Bush 
with 10 and former'Vice President 
Dan Quayle with eight Ashcroft, 
whose conservative message on 
sodal Issues appeals to the Chris­
tian Coalition, had die most first 
place votes (19) and flie most 
second place votes (10). 

The Missouri senator also no 
doubt enhanced his appeal to 
these Christian activists with') his 
early and stinging critidsrii of 
President Clinton over the sex and 
perjury allegations surrounding 
him. 

The coalition was careful to 
include Demomtic names, if only 
for the embarrassment value. 
TTiey included 'Vice President 
Gore, House Minority Leader 
Richard A. Gephardt (Mo.), Sens 
Bob Kerrey (Neb.) and John E 
Kerry (Mass.) and Jesse L Jack­
son. The Democrats combined for 

McCaffrey on Gmgrich 
• White House drug policy chief 
Barry R McCaffiey took out after 

. House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-
Ga.) yesterday for playing partisan 
politics and being 'irresponsible" 
in baldly rejecting President Clin­
ton's plan to reduce illegal drug 
use. 

"I've got an enormous concern 
about fliis," McCaffrey told flie 
Associated Press. "My immediate 
reaction is fliat fliis is irresponsi-
ble." 

Clinton and Gingiich bofli 
talked about drug policy in sepa-
late radio addresses Saturday, 
with the speaker dismissing tfie 
president's long-term plan as a 
"hodgepodge of half-steps and 
half-truflis" and saying he will ask 
flie House , to pass a resbhitipn 
asking fbr flie White House to 
wiflidraw it He described A as flie 
"definition of faflure.'. 

Hiis strikes me as flils brilliant 
man Newt Gingrich cbiiducting 
dmg poUcy by what I would have 
termed ia my last life as 'ready, 
fire, aim,'" said McCaffiiey, a is-
tired Army gendsl Tni sympa-
flietic to partisan wran îng and 
know fliat Newt (jingrich is look­
ing for issues for flie niidtemi 
election, but fluf a not what I 
signed up to do. Tm afraid he's 
going to do a disservice to a 
comprehensne strategy," . 

There's nofliing hasty or po­
litical about Speaker ffln^ch's 
deep disappointment fliat tfie'^CDn. 
ton administration cannot put to­
gether a serious sfrategy for sav­
ing America's teens in a more 
timely and effective manner," Gin­
grich's spokeswoman, Christina 
Martin, told tfie APye«erday. 

Gingrich, in his radio address, 
asked why it should take a decade 
to cut drug use when flie Ova War 
was won and slavery abolished in 
just four years. 

— Edward Wabh 

- 5 Injured as Barge 
Hits Oil Platfomi 
Off Loiuisiiana Coast 

NEW ORLEANS-A barge 
collided with an offshore.oil plat-, 
form in stonhy weather in the 
Gulf of Mexico yesterday, start-

' ing'fires on both and injuring five 
workers, flie Coast Guard said. 

Fire was quickly extinguished 
oil the barge, but it continued to 
blaze on the platform, the in-

: jured wpjiersTeile^aken aboard 
a Coast . Guard<4utter,. which 
headed toward the Louisiana 
coast to get them to a hospital. 

Tlî 'cpllision happened about 
1:45 p:m., 15 miles south of the 
moufli of the. Missjssipiii: River 
off Soufliwest Pass. Coast Guard 
Petty Officer India Roderick said 
itwastooj'fo^forMcoji&sto. 
reach flie'Bcejie!:^'^?;... 

It was not known whether the' 
iitjured were working on thecplat-̂  
form or barge.niree. suiffcietr:' 
smoke inhalation, one-iiad kbro: 
ken hand and one a.brbkeit.l^.. 

H e wfaflierhas been.i:<£ai. 
• lengfr-d)ickffogmidlow;vl(^pi-
ty of maybe aVmUî  Jlgli'winds 
and 8eas,T.Itoderict8aid. 

: : She.said the barge.was being 
pushed by a tiig when It collided 

< wifli flie platform. She said.tbe 
Coast Guard had no reports oh 
what was burning -bii flie splat-
form, what company owned it, or 
whether it was in production.' 

Fla. Weiehs In on lobacco ^ 
• TALLAHASSEB-norida offi- ' 
dais urged federal lawmakers to 
move toward a tobacco sitfle-
ment tfiat leaves the! ,biilk of 
spending dedsions with' state 
legislators and seeks a nation­
wide ban on advertising auned at 
children. 

State leaders speaking to a 
joint session of flie Florida legis­
lature said fliey supported flie 
concept of a national setflenient 
even though some asjpects may 
pot be as toiigh on tobacco' coin, 
panies as provisions of Florida's 
landmark 511.3 bilUon deal 

Mississippi, Florida and Texas 
have already, settled wifli the 
hidusfry to recoup medical costs 
assodat(!d wifli smoldng. Settle, 
ments reaicbiKl hi fliose sWes 
have prompted an Scdit-tfpaik 
inoease hi dgarette pHces''ha-
tidnwide, Florida Atern'ey'Gen­
eral BobBiitterwbrth estimated; 

'A' global iietfleiiieiit •Soriild 
help out flie_children of Florida. 

y • • •• • • . T 
and the children of flie country . 
bettet than our particular setUe- ' 
ment by itselt" said Butterworfli, 
who led the Florida effort fliat 
resulted ui an out-of-court settle­
ment in August r 

I f there is no national settie­
ment, fliree states are gohig to 
make out like bandits because' 
we're the only states fliat have 
made a lot of money," Butter-
worth said. 

"Right now, flie rest of flie 
cbuntry is funding Florida's set­
tiement I don't flunk repfesentâ  " 
tives from around the country ' 
are going to let fliat happen for" 
ihuch longer." 

Florida has aheady receh^\, 
lin initial payment of $750 minion 
Win :lhe. mdustry, the first in-
staDihent of payments fliat will 
span 25 years. > 

Most of that initial payment 
-jxemahis m escrow as atiorneys m 

the case batfle over fees. 
Sen. Bob Graham (D-Fla.) said 

; . a national setflement riimained a 
. long way oft probably hot until • 
..-summer and then only if diyer-
;'-gent iudes can be broughttogeth-

.NX Teen Beaten to Death 
• SOUTH AMBOY, NJ.—A 
teenager was beaten to deafli as 
she iralked home in a smaU New 
J[er8<y town and her. body was 
left behhid a bowling aOey, poUce 
said. 

: .-Jiie. body of Katiina Angela, 
Sulian,.15, was discovered Saturn; 

. d«y mbrnhig m Old Bridge, po­
Uce said. She was fuUy doflied 
and bad not been sexually as-
saulted, flieysaid. i 

. V A classmate reportê l last see-
fag Suhan aUvie at 12:30 a.m. 
Saturday, as she set off to walk 
home alone from a roller skatmg 
tiak less than a mile fi;om her 
tolly's house fa SoufliAmboy • 

Her body was found several 
hours later, about fliree miles 
away .said poUce m Soufli Am-
bpy, 4 working-class town rough-"' 
ly 20 miles soufliwest of Manhat­
tan;" • • '•••'.' 

She died of skull fractures, ' 
..bhmt trauma to the head and ' 
,brato ;huuries, according to ah'• 
..autopsy. 
- She .had iananged for a ridi' 
hpmie' ̂ ith.flie faflier 6f a friend,"' 
biit flie friend told her earUer hi 
flie.evening that her.faflier could " 
noi -^ck fliein up, oflier friend's 
said..' 
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