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Dear Mr. President;

I am concerned about the proposa
tobacco manutacturers. When you first a
I thought such a suit mght provide a way
resolve the uncertainties which still surro
know, many Virginians rely on tobacco f
growers to dock workers, Beginning witl
20, 1997 and continuing until today, thes
enormous upheaval and uncertainty.

I'd like to [ind a way to help allev
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to bring a fcderal lawsuit against the nation's
nnounced this approach during the State of the Union,
to bring all of the partics to thc ncgotiating table to
und tobacco production in the TInited Stares. As you
or their livelihood, from manufacturing workers to
h the comprehensive settlement announced on Junc
e workers, growers and their families have suffered

iate this upheaval and give these families some

certainty, and I've concluded it is likely that the lawsuit would create further instability. [‘or

this reason, I'd like to urge you not to ini

tiatc such a federal legal action.

The states successfully sued the to
including Medicaid reimbursement, cons

bacco companies under various theories of recovery,
mer fraud and antitrust violations. The federal

government, apart from asserting some c‘lhaim under the state's Medicaid recovery, does not
appear to bave a similar obvious basis for a suit. In the past, the position of the Justice
Department has been that the federal government does not have the authority to sue
manufacturers of a lcgal product such as tobacco. This position, I undcrstand, was based on a
lengthy internal memorandum produced several years ago. [ understand further from an article

in the New York Times on January 21, 19
outside counsel that reaches the apposite
does have a right to sue. Having a copy
understanding exactly what caused the Ju

99, that another memorandum was prepared by
conclusion and asserts thal the federal government
of these two documents would assist me in

stice Department to reverse its original position.

In the hope of avoidiog this federal litigation, I would like to request copics of these

two documents as soon as possible.

Repional Offices:

Dominlon Tewsrs, Suite 107
990 Warerside Drive
Norfolk YA 2251¢

(782} 4413124

Svite 310

Sincerely,

C 802,20

Charles S. Robb

iret Union Bank Buildiag Firet Chizene Qank Ruilding 8. 8. &T. Bank Building

Mpin Straet 530 Main 5treet 310 Firs Stramt, SW, Suitn 107
Clintwood, VA 24220 Ponville, VA 24521 Raanoka, VA 14011
640} 9204104 004) 791-03%0 1540) 8850103

&




WASHINGTON OFFICE:
Aussell Sanate Office Building
First and Constitutian Avenue, NE, Room 1G4

Emai

Itate Offnw:

Tha lrenfrents. Suite 310 Dominion Towaers, Suite 107
1011 Gast Main Street V9 Waterside Drive
Richmend. VA 3219 Norfalk, VA 22510

1804} 771-2221 76 4972124

CHARLES S. ROBB
VIHUINIA

Washington, OC 20510 (E“ltt[
(202) 2244024

COMMITTGRES:
ARMED SERVICES
FINANCE
INTFI 1 IQENCE
AQINT ECONORAIC COMMITTEE

| Dates Senate

Democratic Policy Commitice

I: sgnaton@rohh.sanatr.gov
httpJ/robb senste.gov

Fe

The President
The White House
Washington, D.CC. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am concerned about the proposa
tobacco manutacturers, When you first 2
I thought such a suit might provide a waj
resolve the uncertainties which still surrg
know, many Virginians rely on tobacco t
growers to dock workers. Beginning wit
20, 1997 and continuing until today, thes
enormous upheaval and uncertainty.

I"d like to [ind a way to help alley
certainty, and ['ve concluded it is likely
this reason, I'd like to urge you not to in

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4603

zbruary 4, 1999

1 to bring a fcderal lawsuit against the nation's
announced this approach during the State of the Union,
y to bring all of the partics to the ncgotiating table to
und tobacco production in the United States. As you
or their livelihood, from manufacturing workers to

th the comprehensive settlement announced on Junc

e workers, growers and their families have suffered

viate this upheaval and give these families some
that the lawsuit would create further instability. Ior
itiatc such a federal legal action.

The states successfully sued the tobacco companies under various theories of recovery,

including Medicaid reimbusrsement, cons
government, apart from asserting some ¢
appear to have a similar obvious basis [0
Department has been that the federal goy
manufacturers of a lepal product such as
lengthy internal memorandum produced

in the New York Times on Jannary 21, 19

outside counsel that reaches the opposite
does have a right to sue. Having a copy

umer fraud and antitrust violations. The federal

laim under the state's Medicaid recovery, does not

r a suit, In the past, the position of the Justice
rernment does not have the authority to sue

tobacco. This position, I undcrstand, was based on a
several years ago. I understand further from an article
99, that another memorandum was prepared by
conclusion and asserts that the federal government

of these two documents would assist me in

understanding, exactly what caused the Justice Department to reverse its original position.

In the hope of avoiding this feder
two documents as soon as possible.

Regional Offices:

al litigation, I would like to request copies of these

Sincerely,

C e 02,28,

Charlcs S. Robb

Firt Union Banak Buildiag Riret Cirizens Hank Ruilding .8 &T. Bank Building

Mpin Stepet 530 Main Girest 310 Firm Struat, SW, Ruitn 107
Clintwoed, VA 24229 Penville, VA 24521 Roanoke, VA 24017
{6401 R2C—104 904 791-Q3%0 15401 8850103

®




[ ST S I YU -
- i

J. Clinton

o

:

) ; i Mgttﬁ’suitbz@nit.ﬁ!m'
S| ] weneions
|

| January 26, 1999

nsecutIve year, yourwords ofconcmabouttobawoﬁnmq&ﬁng

dfﬁhi UmoqlAdt%ress represented aszgmﬁcantgmreanmuqbawompmry It

mpact of your proposed feldcral Imganon against the tobacco industry be felt on the £

- L l ebeno|doubt,Mr Presxdent, yomproposalmrﬂdbe a.dee!hblowm"_

. agn‘pusimss:?en, and comx:numtws throughout the Southeast. Itis a welk

] vev . that for the second consectitive year, yeu bave embra
_ [ wouldrsﬂtmdevastanonfortommm"' HHe:
fias thin dut the tobacco-producing staﬁpofthlsndmn. J\qtasena‘ammtof
tion in the United States Senate dusiag the 105th Co:agrqswould

Tans tomakeahvmgforthausandsoffannasmthe
market for their czop), so too would the most &

| fact that

tobamofarm s do Bo ‘hawe atthci:disposaltheacrcagenecmytocumvﬁeoﬂ:e:mmthc

tobaa# prodiiction, b:g;t t/‘dl also

wmkmgﬁﬁmptho out the so
commumniti ax:}dtowxi'ssn.mma

I

ve 2 profit comparable to that vhich is genevated by tobaceo — a profit
sqpmed to razor-thin levels as a resalt of palicies, initiatives, aad demsxons
hapz n& control. Continuing to jeopardize the availability of the

| -'theump.rh; ughmfksyymef

goverpment on the tobacco compenies wi!l only md
farming as a way. of life for thousands of hopg:
mm United States. The ulumaxe impact on
le.

pee

P:e:ndent, although we seriously. question the lcyl authonty your

Eﬁdk:ral agamstthet bacco mdustxyandhavetxemendouscpmaboutthe
ptecedentnmaysetferaﬂpnvatem ustry, we vigorously oppose your latest inifiative primarily

protect]-tbbaoco )
> obj "SI-aSa’ ‘
rualiy ex luklve pjh.\cxc?.
[ i
S
il N

| By all accounts, ‘and despite your stated desire to achi
ing the tobacco mdustry and protcctmg tobacco farmers — ai

i1l have on the very people you have stressed the need
% both, those
] to be




- Werempdyouﬂ:athycon g to pursue initiatives that cripple the ability of the
domesn tobaccomdusuyﬁ-qmopeml:nnjgeffecuvelymﬂiscmmy you are effecti
daatdepend'onthatmdustrymtheadelmwoftheeomgmy
lprospentyandstrmgﬁxthatyoumvmonforaﬂAmmms And if,
cosevelt was correct in saymgthatAmmcan&rms, arethesomce

i sof?urnanaw strengthxsconst&ﬂyrenewed, thentmmngawayﬁ'om
'Eis,:andtheirwmmmues1spoorpohcyf0;thcnanonasamele

L ce: .The HonJ)rable D&
S ' The Honbrable Ianet R.‘leno

IR A | I




CHARLES S. ROBB
VIHGINIA

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

Russell Senate Office Building

First and Co

Washington, DOC 20510

Email

COMMITTGES:
ARMED GERVICES
FINANGE

nsttution Avenue, NE, Room 164

1ted

INTFIH IGENCE

Duates Senate

AQINT ECONOMIC COMMWTTEE

An

(202) 2244024
: senaton@rohh.sanate.gov

http//robb.senste.gov

Jtate Offrvw:

Tha Irenfrents, Svite 310

1011 Cast Main &

Richmond, VA Z@218

(804t 77v-Z211

Fe

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

WASH

INGTON, DC 20510-4603 Democratic Policy Committee

bruary 4, 1999

I am concerned about the proposal to bring a fcderal lawsuit against the nation's
tobacco manutacturers, When you first announced this approach during the State of the Union,
I thought such a suit might provide a way to bring all of the partics to thc ncgotiating table to
resolve the uncertainties which still surrgund tobacco production in the Tnited States. As you
know, many Virginians rely on tobacco for their livelihood, from manufacturing workers to
growers to dock workers, Beginning with the comprehensive settlement announced on Junc
20, 1997 and continuing until today, these workers, growers and their families have suffered

enurmouys upheaval and uncertainty.

I'd like to [ind a way to help alle
certainty, and I've concluded it is likely

this reason, I'd like to urge you pot to in

Y
1

yiate this upheaval and give these families some
that the lawsuit would create further instability. [for
itiatc such a federal legal action.

The states successfully sued the tﬁobacco companies under various theories of recovery,

including Medicaid reimbursement, cons
government, apart from asserting seme c
appear to have a similar obvious basis {o
Department has been that the federal gov

manufacturers of a lcgal product such as
lengthy internal memorandum produced

nmer fraud and antitrust violations. The federal

laim under the state's Medicaid recovery, does not

a suit. In the past, the position of the Justice
ernment does not have the authority to sue

tobacco. This position, I understand, was based on a
several years ago. I understand further from an article

in the New York Times on-Jamary 21, 1999, that another memorandum was prepared by

outside counsel that reaches the opposite

does have a right to sue. Having a copy

understanding exactly what caused the Ju

In the hope of avoiding this feder

two documents as soon as possible.

Repionsl Offices:

Dominlon Towers, Suite 107
P90 Wateraicto Drive
Narfob. YA 22510

(767 4419124

treel

conclusion and asserts that (he federal government
of these two documents would assist me in
stice Department to reverse its original position.

al litigation, I would like to request copics of these

Sincerely,

C el 02,28,
Charles S. Robb

Firet Union Bank Guilding Firg1 Chizens lank Ruilding 8. 8. & T. Bank Building

Mpin Strpm S30 Main Brrest 310 Flem Sirwet, SW, Suitn 107
Clintwoed, VA 24220 Denvillg, VA 24521 Roanocks, VA 24011
{16401 9201104 1004) 7910320 540) 8850103

®




¥ R Mm‘tﬂﬂ of the TUnited States

. SR LN R |

. | o

i : T g .

S TR | January 26, 1999

I g ; Ok o _

1 | |

1 h linton '

|

|i o Eortheseoond nsectmvey ,yomwordsofooncunabautobaceo&nnchjﬁng

' e  yourS | ,&%Umoﬁwnp;znwdaﬁgmﬁmmﬂmmmm It

AT :ed.,ho ever, that for the second consecaitive year, you have.embraced a
that ificars; m]:rwomd t in devastation for tobagco famers, thein Exmilie

EmuEntics thr gut the tobacco-producing StalFSthhlsmm qutascnaammtof

. H LN i I . I

sed foba l onmd:eUmtedStatesS&aatedmﬁgthchSﬂlCOngr&?WOﬂld

A mohucnonasamizms to make a living for thousands of firmezs acyoss the

Southeast(b eliminating much of the market for their czop), so too would the most &

: mpact of yost'l!r proposed fet:leral Imganon against the tobacco industry be felt on t_he fa

.
4o L Le iebeno.doubr,w Presi
I .agn-businas:ﬁaen,andqom'zmmmsthr 3
L ~ tobaceo| farmers do no !ha j attheirdjtsposaltheacreagengcmytoculuvateothetcropsmthc
' : ieeded: ¢ a profit comparabie to that which is genevated
sqpeezedto razor- thmlevelsasarekultoquhaes, mnanvqs,anddemsxons
n&control. ontinuing to Jeopard:zeﬂaeavmlaﬁlnyof;he
' )p. th ythef govermnentonthctobacoocompamawm onlyeud
o : tobaccol’ pmdP jon, but it Will also end farming as a way of life for thousands of ho
‘i T wm&ﬁ;m@o the southeastern United States. Thetﬂumazexmpactom:
| : con';:mé:iti andtomi'smtilnmma' le.
. I
.; <foge, Mr P:e:ndent, although we seriously question the legnl authonty your
proposed Ee#:ml agamstthe tobacco industry amd have tremendons concemms| about the

prepedeut it mziy set ferr ali pnvaIe industry, we wgorously oppose your latest inifiative primarily
vill have on the very people you have stressed the need

-ounts, and despite your stated desire to achi |both. those
co mdustry and protectmg tobacco farmers — 4 to be

[P S VU U PP [ -
i i -




remrndyoutlmbyconnnumgtopmsuemmanvsthampplcﬂnabﬂny the
doMC tobacco mdusu-yﬂ'qmopemnng effectively in this country, you are effecti
rel the farm daatdcpendontha:mdusuytoﬂ:esxdelmmofthecommgeaumy
: andawayfrom!phcecon mc'prospentyands&mgﬁxthatyoumvmonforallAmenms And if,
~ as we believe, mﬂvaeltw%coneamwmg&mAmm&rmg a:ethesource
I ﬁomrvmghthtjﬂzz:rvoupofournanmsstrengthxsconstdnﬂyrenewed, ﬂaentmmngawayfrom
1N famxlﬁs,andthcxrcommmueslspoorpohcyfathcm‘masawrolc

L
: |
i

P Th? Honlarﬁble Ianet eno
DI o -+




e rewma,

Per our discussion:

The President recognizes that tobacco farmers and their communities

must be protected from the ¢

ffects of any and all tobacco litigation.

As was done in the settlement with the state attorneys general, we
believe that in connection with any judgment or settlement of Federal

claims there should be establ|
unintended consequences of
that, as the Federal litigation
the Administration will make
legislation to ensure the finan

shed a fund to protect them from the
that lawsuit. The Administration commits
proceeds to judgment or settlement, that
sure that adequate funds are set aside by
cial security of tobacco farmers and their -

communities. We would of course develop this legislation in close

consultation with you and oth
representatives of tobacco far

er members of Congress, and with
mers, their families, and communities.
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To: Thomas L. Freedman/OPD/EOP

cc: Richard J. Turman/OMB/EOP, Victoria /
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