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Health groups, tobacco farmers join forces to back bUls 
BY GREC WEATHERFORD 

TlME-s-DrsPATCH STAFF WRITER 

Health groups and tobacco farm­
ers joined forces yesterday to stake 
their claims to the state's share of 
the $206 billion tobacco settlement. 

"It is due time for farmers and 
health advocates to put our differ­
ences second and the health of Vir­
ginia and its small farmers first," 
said Joy Bechtold, assistant director 
of advocacy for the American Cancer 
Society. 

CD. Bryant of Concemed Friends 
of Tobacco, a growers' group, 
agreed. "Everyone understands that 
there is a responsibility to all the 
communities in Virginia, to the 
growers and to the health communi­
ty." 

The farm , and health groups met 
in the state Capitol to support bills 
setting aside 60 percent of Virginia's 
share of the master settlement 
agreement, in which Uie largest to­
bacco companies agreed to reim­
burse states for tobacco-relatec 
health costs. 

Matching bills 
The matching bills would create 

two independent funds. House Bill 
2635 and Senate Bill 1165 are spon-
.sored by state Sen. Charles R. 
Hawkins, R-Pittsylvania, and Del. 
Whittington W. Clement, D-Dan-
ville, and include an amendment pro­
posed by Sen, Patricia S. Ticer, D. 
Alexandria. 
' One fijnjjTOjld control half the 
stateXsgttlerneiTt money ani use it 
to rgim^rsTtobaccrfemrerg' and to 
researcIPways to"Ie'sseTlHeiiildgL 
pendence on tobacco. The other 
ftm3.-W0uld control 10 percent eHRe 
money to combat youth smoking. 

The General Assembly would de­
cide what to do with the 40 percent 
not tapped for the funds. 

That isn't enough for Anne Mor­
row Donley, co-founder of Virginia's 
Group to Alleviate Smoking in Pub­
lic and a vigorous critic of the settle­
ment agreement. The settlement is 
meant to reimburse Medicaid costs 
for smoking-related illnesses, she 
said, and shouldn't support tobacco 
farmers. 

'Victims are beii^ forgotten' 
'Tobacco victims are being for­

gotten in all these settlements," 
Donley said. 

Gov. Jim Gilmore has proposed 
giving growers half the state's share 
and splitting the rest evenly be­
tween health-related and transporta­
tion projects. 

Under the bills, a 15-member 
board of trustees for a Virginia To­
bacco Ŝ ttî ment Foundation wo'uld 
controQhe neaitn-reiateopart of the 
fundsTNine^enlb&rs of the board 

, wouMrgBresent nealth professionals 
\ 

aspect of the bills folds in an 
earlier bill by Ticer.'who spokein fa­
vor of the revamped bills yesterday. 

The, bills alsQwould aeate a 
19;jn.enib«_T^Bacco Indemnification 
and_Communitŷ ^ 
im^ion to coii5̂ rtlieT0bac<5o7ann-
K^flind — — 

ThiF commission would be con-
troitetf~by--nKiijilxi'ji liwng in SoofH-
sid£;;V^itiar^ere most ot the 
statgrTfia million m'TSbacciny^ 
gr^n^T^igMjeiTontrig^en^^ 
wWd hail from SouthsideTApp̂ int-
raenfr woiild'Wmaiir^'iGeneral 
Assembly members, the Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation and the 
commissioner of agriculture. 
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The bills also would keep the gov­
ernor and the General Assembly 
from fighting to use the settlement 
money for other causes, said Clem­
ent, patron of the House bill. 

Groups supporting the bills in-A 
elude the Virginia Farm Bureau, the 
National Black Farmers Association 
and the state chapters of the Ameri­
can Lung Association, the American 
Heart Association and the American 
Cancer Society. 

National settiement 

Under the national tobacco settle­
ment, Virginia is expected to get $49 
million in fiscal 1999-2000. By 2010, 
the sUte will get about $1.48 billion. 
The total could top $4 billion over 25 
years. The bills propose that tobacco 
fiarmers get half that money, 

A separate $5.15 billion fund was 
created last month by the tobacco 
companies to reimburse tobacco 
growers. 

The money is needed to keep Vir­
ginia's tobacco fanners from devas­
tation, said the bill's supporters. 

"Our farmers face their greatest 
crisis since the founding of Virginia," 
said Hawkins, Senate bill patron. To-
bacco is the state's leading cash 
crop. 

In the face of dimim'shing ciga­
rette sales from settlement-induced 
price increases, the U.S. Agriculture 
Department announced a 17 percent 
cut in tobacco quotas this'year, fol­
lowing an 18 percent cut last year. 
Those decreases and future cuts 
mean the state's tobacco fanners 
will lose $1.2 billion because of the 
settlement agreement, Hawkins 
said. 



B&W asks fanners to fight tax increase 
Lany Forgy will act as ambassador 
to growers today in Maysville talk 
l̂ JOEWASD 
The CoDiier-JourDal 

Lury Forgy wfll cairy en ol­
ive brandi from Louisville-
based Bnnni & wytiamson 
Tobacoo Gofp. to KentDcky to-
b«ccQ furners at MaysvOle to­
day, bofing to enlist ItiHr ef-
fcrts In a flgtit against Presi­
dent Cliotoa^ proposed S5-
ocnts-a-pack c^aiecte tax 
increase. 

if the tax can be turned 
back, he pjans tt> tdi Uiem, the 

28.S pefcent cut in tobacco 
quctai amtounced by tiie U.S. 
secretaiy of aeiicatture Mm-
day meg be tbe wont news 
tk^f )ave to ftot. 

' I f we de£eat the new taaws. 
Brown k Williamson bdieves 
quota reductkas have about 
Fudied bottoot. Aud may, 
trrer Utue, go up." Forey says 
ID the of a spcecn to be 
delivered at noon today. 

Kocgy, a Uxineton aUotney 
uid f oriner Reniblkaa guber­
natorial candiiutc, serves as a 

legal coosuitani to B&W. Che 
countiy "s third-targest eobiacoo 
ctmipaDy. He will be speaking 
on tbe compa u f i betia|[ today 
to fanners gaOiercd at Mays-
vilk Commoaity CoUeg?;'.? 
Agronomy Day- Forgy gave 
Tbe CcKuier-JcHimal a copy of 
bfi speech yostenSay. 

Tobaoco fannen across iht 
slate were stunned two weeks 
ŝ o wbeo Che tobacco conipa-
nies announced tbsy eiqiecl to 
buy 30 percent less tobacco io 
1999 than ttiey bought in 199&. 
The coEnpasies' buying inten-
tiotts are a ma|or efemeot in a 
govemment forraula for sd-
tistg tobacco quotas, vrhicb ted 
tbe tamers bow much tobacco 

they can grow under the ted-
eial price support program. 

The cotnpctiiies iiiao«jicc<; 
intieiitijDas ̂ vere Uie major fac-
lof in the drastic cut in quoti 
announced Monday, whid. 
nas tbe Ivgest sucb decresse 
in biatoty and will cause aL 
equivaietit cot in income for 
many fanoers. 

Some faimcis — includinr 
Daviess County's Rod Kuegel 
who is president of tbe Lex­
ington-baaed Bisley Titoocc 
Growers Cooperativie Assoct-
ation — argue that the caoipa-
nies doat need to cut (betr 
purdiases tbat oiucb. They say 
the compBiiiea coold deinon-
stracte support for U.S. fanner! 

by cutting 
beck instead 
on impcrts of 
iess-expen-
sive tobacco. 

The speech 
Fbrgyistognre 

Forgy 

tPdaydoesnttaHcabomimpom, 
He says the tobaoco industry 
"got BHiiKed by the plaintiffs' 
kwyers" diiring 1987 and 1998. 

Ine dgaiette oonpanies 
agreed to a $206 trillion na­
tional settlement of legal 
claims front the states to forê  
stall the poscdbiiity that "e 
nmaw&y jury in any one of the 
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B&W seeks buriey growers' supi 
Continued from Pf̂ ge a 

stxtcscDiM Iranian^ Ibe entiTe indus-
hr," hcsoys. Foigy says ttie setllcraEBf 
hu already led tc a 4S<entsr(i-pad( 
increase in cigBiette pn<x^ wfaicfa wilt 
depress demand for dpirettei and tras 
canscd the cut in tobtoco qopta. 

Fdrg^ said if diiitofi succeeds m 
incresstag tbe tax; dgsiette sales vnlS 
continue to fiH, and tltat will lead to 
lest tofaeoao being grown. 

"We need your bdp jtgarn to de-
fe^ Ibis new tax," Fotgy says in his 

prepared text. "It is in cor inlerest; 
/es tndcedj but i l is also ia (he tarm-
en' interest, Kentucky's inlcTBt. and 
tbe cnlin b>bacco fiansily'̂  istercst." 

Kuegel said he agrees wiJi Foigy 
> tfiartbere^bontd be na buying Cuts 
woTsethan 1beoi>es tbR incnstiy bas 
already amwui^d. In fact, " I ibtnk 
they will need mora tobacco tten 
they^ indtcirting tn their buĵ ng in-
ten(Miu;"Kiie^ said. 

But be s id farmen UXety will gel 
on board bl the f i ^ a ^ i n s t tbe nev 
t«x.Tantier5 iti gmeial sfiU Me the 

1 "ZZ, 

tobacco conqiaaies as Ihcir oaty cus-
lomer," he said. 

Danny McKinney, (he co-op's chief 
execntive officer, also said £2f* 
fanncn ptxibably s»tl support'TSe 
fight. • 

J&al he said tbe companies couM 
do HKRe fo earn the fanners'sapport. 

"If we're « fanuly^ most famOies 
get tog«ther aad talk about eveiy-
thii« that oooceru (he fatnily. We 
haore concerns about inpcm." 


