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Mr. Lany B. Wooten 
Assistant to the Presidenl 
North Carolina Farm Bureau Federation 
Post OfiElce Box 27766 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 

Dear Mr. Wooten; 

Thank you for your leaer of Seĵ ember 2,1.998 to Secretary ^ ^ c k n ^ ^ g 
DepaJent of Agriculture (USDA) to take a number of aeaons to uicrease exports of 
ultobacco. Ihavebcenaskcdtorespondonbd^lfoftheSecretaiy. 

Regarding your specific suggestions, we poirt out that both tte 0-"*us l̂ ^get 
R e c o n c S n A ^ o f l 9 ^ the Agriculture, Rixnd Development. Food and Drug 
lSS^n.^dRclatedAgendcsAppropri^^^^^ 

prohibits USDA &om using fimds to promote tbe ;ale and e^ort * ^ j f i j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ " ^ 

condition for receiving food aid. 

^ ^ S r « « » ncgo'tatto^ to. v*idi the Untei Sdes may ait«. USDA « a t aU 

I eOtlAL OPPORTUNITY £MPL0*ef» 
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The Honorable Dan Glickman 
Secretary, United States Department of Agriculture 
Fourteenth Street and Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dear Secretary Glickman: 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you again for agreeing to my request and visiting 
North Carolina last week. As you know from your visit, American tobacco feimers are facing a 
perilous and uncertain future. Tobacco farmers have been unfairly hurt as a result of the recent 
debate over national tobacco policy. 

Tobacco fanning is vital to the economic jjrosperity of rural North Carolina and many 
other states. Our farmers need and deserve a level of certainty and stability for the fiiture i f they 
are to sundve. Part of that future depends on increasing exports. It is only fair and just that 
tobacco feimeis have access to the same export enhancement programs available to other 
agricultural commodities. Tobacco farmers work hard and play by the rules to grow a legal crop. 
Thev have done nothing WTong. However, they have been forced into hard times, and m some 
cases bankruptcy, by circumstances beyond their control. I know you agree that the federal 
govemment has a duty and a responsibihty to stand by them and protect them from devastation. 

As you know, flue-cured tobacco farmers experienced a 17-percent reduction in tobacco 
quotas for 1998 Every pound of tobacco that goes into the Flue-Cured Tobacco Cooperative 
Stabilization Corporation this year will result in a fiirther reduction of quotas m 1999. I f quotas 
continue to fall, many small and medium-size farmers will not survive. Knowing of your support 
for small farms, I request that you consider the following items whicli will help provide 
economic stability to small and medium-size tobacco fanners. As you know, these items have 
been endorsed by the North Carolina Farm Bure<iu Federation. 

Open China's markets to U.S. tobacco and tobacco products. This should be a condition 
for China's membership in the World Trade Organization. 

Use GSM-102 credit programs to sell untnanufartured American tobacco to emerging 
markets, especially Southeast Asia. 

Include tobacco during the upcoming neigotiations on the Free Trade of the Americas 
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Agreement (FTAA). 

The office of the United States Trade Representative and USDA Trade Pohcy should 
include tobacco in market access negotiations along with other U.S. agricultural 
commodities-
Greater flexibihty should be allowed for use of No-Net cost fiinds in order to enhance the 
movement of Cooperative Stabilization tobacco stocks into non-traditional markets. 

Increase the percentage of US. produced leaf tobacco in the domestic blends of those 
countiies that receive U.S. foreign aid. 

Reconsideration should be given to tobacco's use of USDA export promotion programs. 
Enhancement Funds, credit guarantees and Market Access Program fimds. 

Mr. Secretary, most small farms in North Carohna cannot survive without tobacco, and 
tobacco in this countty cannot survive without free and fair access to export markets, hi our 
August meeting on this issue at the White House, I was gratified that you and White House Chief 
of Staff Erskine Bowles pledged to work expeditiously to find avenues for providing economic 
stability for tobacco farmers. As tobacco feimers fa.ce an immediate crisis, I look forward to 
hearing from you soon about how we can increase exports of American tobacco. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Etheridge 
Member of Congress 



Suggested Language for Glickman Response to Tobacco Export Letter With Respect to 

Points Two and Seven 

Option 1 

"With respect to your request that the Department consider using GSM-102 credit 
programs and other export promotion programs (Enhancement Funds, credit guarantees and 
Market Access program funds) for the purpose of increasing tobacco exports, the Department is 
preventedfrom using such programs to benefit tobacco as a result of legislation passed as part 
of the 1994 Agriculture Appropriations act. This legislation provides that no fimds for these 
programs are to be used to promote the sale or export of tobacco or tobacco products Hov/ever. 
consistent with this Administration's longstanding commitment to tobacco farmers, we would not 
oppose legislation to reinstate one or all of these export enhancement programs for the express 
purpose of promoting the sale and/or export ofunmamrfactured tobacco leaf to the exclusion of 
manufactured tobacco products." 


