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Dear Kenneth: 

Thank you f o r your h e a r t f e l t l e t t e r expressing your concern about the 

serious challenges fa c i n g American farmers and e s p e c i a l l y our wheat 

producers. 

I share your desire f o r securing a stable and prosperous f u t u r e f o r our 

nation's a g r i c u l t u r a l i n dustry. My Administration has already taken 

several steps t o improve the competitiveness of U.S. commodities i n world 

markets, b o l s t e r farm p r i c e s , improve cash flow and marketing f l e x i b i l i t y 

f o r producers, and strengthen the safety net f o r America's f a m i l y 

farmers. More s p e c i f i c a l l y , we have made changes t o the crop insurance 

program t o help farmers deal wi t h repeated crop losses. We have also 

worked t o provide l i v e s t o c k d i s a s ter assistance t o c e r t a i n weather-

troubled producers, t o increase export c r e d i t guarantees, and t o purchase 

surplus commodities. 

S t i l l , our government's u l t i m a t e goal must be t o give American farmers 

the e f f e c t i v e t o o l s t o manage r i s k and secure t h e i r own long-term 

economic v i a b i l i t y . As part of our e f f o r t s , we must help farmers obtain 

the market data they need t o make informed business choices. We must 



also seek out new and innovative measures t o help farmers manage t h e i r 

n a t u r a l r i s k s from weather, disease, and insects. With t h a t , we must 

continue c a r r y i n g out the recommendations of our National Commission on 

Small Farms and provide sound programs t o help small and beginning 

farmers compete and t h r i v e . 

You can be assured t h a t my Administration w i l l continue t o look f o r and 

support measures t o help our nation's farmers and farm communities. Your 

hard-earned i n s i g h t s on these issues are v i t a l t o our success, and I look 

forward t o your a c t i v e involvement. Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

BC 


