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For the President to meet with the Commission on 21st 
Century Production Agriculture. 

To provide a forum for a commission of farmers to express 
their concems about their livelihoods and communities at a 
Presidential level and to hear from you on the future of rural 
Amenca as we approach the year 2000. 

The President's Commission of 21st Century Production 
Agnculture monitors current farming legislation. Created 
about a year ago, this Commission keeps a careful watch on 
both long and short term affects of farming legislation in 
light of the Farm Bill past in 1996 which limited 
govemment's role in agricultural decisions The three 
White House appointees to the Commission are Lee 
Swenson, Jim Dupree, and Ralph Paige. 

The constant focus of the Commission addresses 
the overarching agricultural dilemma of what type 
of production agriculture could best serve the nation as we 
approach the year 2000. Determining what system of farm 
production best serves the nation and its farmers is crucial 
to understanding what role, and how robust ofa role 
govemmem should play in establishing and aiding failing 
policy. This commission realizes that the president is quite 
cognizant of the complexities that shroud this issue yet they 
are also aware that this may be the last chance to examine 
this issue of central importance to so many Americans on a 
Presidential level. 



DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

PRESS/MEDIA: 

Either July 9th-10th or October 8th-9th, 1998, although the 
commission is willing to work around the President's own 
availability. 

10-20 minutes. 

The White House. 

List Attached 

TBD. 

Closed. 

CONTACT: Barbara WooUey, Office of Public Liaison 456-2155. 



Barry L. Flinchbaugh-Chair, Kansas State University 
Charies E. Kmse-Jefferson City, Missourri 
William Norhtey-Spirit Lake, Iowa 
Ralph Paige-East Pointe, Georgia 
Bob Stallman-Waco, Texas 
Lee Swensen-President, National Farmers Union 
Don Villwock-Ewardsport, Indiana 

• Commissioners Flinchbaugh, Cambell, Cook and Stallman were appointed by House Ag. 
Committee Chair Pat Roberts. 

• Commissioners Villwock, Brumfield, Kruse and Northey were appointed by Senate AG 
Committee Chair Richard Lugar. 

• Commissioners DuPree, Paige, and Swensen were appointed by President Bill Clinton. 



b) The Commission shall develop and recommend shon and long term strategies with 
respect to the feasibility of: 

i) the retention or modification of the current tobacco program 

ii) the elimination of the currem program and its replacement with a privatized program 

iii) the elimination of the current program and its replacement with a free market system 
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Recommendationforva^PreadeBrialCwMiMsion on Tobacco Jp^o We recommend that a Presidential Commission be established to study, evaluate, and 

make recommendatioiis conceming the transition of traditional tobacco fanning communities to 

communities with increasingly less dependence on tobacco income. The Commisaon should 

consist of tobacco &nn and other locally based organizations with representation, of minority and 

limited resource farmers, tobzuxo quota owners, tobacco producers, &rm workers, businesses 

supplying services fbr farm &mi]ies and commumty develo])ment leaders. 

The Commission would be charged with identifying alternative and supplemental income 

sources for tobacco. .Mthough not ruled out fijr a fcw individuals, studies and experiments during 

the last decade or so have shown that alternative crops are not the solution. Other U.S. &mung 

regions have a competitive advantage in producing most high-value crops that might be 

substituted fbr tobacco. Consequently, the efforts of the Commission should be focused on 

supplemental crops or altemative uses for tobacco in the short-term (up to 10 years). For the 

long-term (more than 10 years), the Commission's emphasis should be on developing the 

infrastmcture and sufficient manufacturing, technology, or service industries for younger local 

residents. This approach should maintain the viability of our local tobacco farming communities 

and enhance the continued existence of minority and limited resource farmers. 

The Commission should have the authority to make reconmienda,tions based on currently 

available information or to request specific studies or eTqperiments in relevant program areas. For 
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example, studies of how well a specific £arm population, such as limited resource farmers, adapts 

to more diversified agricultural production or an experiment in cooperative ventures to 

accomplish diversification might be in order. The Commission should ensure that any study is 

conducted in an unbiased manner by obtaining input from all Commission members together with 

reviews and recommendations from experts at appropriate Universities and otber Ttistitutions. 

Additionally, the Commission should seek review and input on recommendations from other 

stakeholders ranging from health organizations to tobacco product manu&cturers, Ultimately, the 

Commission would be charged with recommending specific actions that might be taken by the 

President to ease the transition from communities hea^y dependent on tobacco income to a more 

diversified income base. 

For Fiscal Year (FY) 2000, S3 to SS million should be provided for travel, fact finding, 

and for establishing some initial experiments or research studies. A somewhat larger amount 

might be needed in FY 2001. 
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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the 
General 
Counsel 

USUA-i^tAS 

Washington, 
D.C. 
20250-14O0 

December 9, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD ROMINGER 
ACTING ADMINISTRATOR 
CONSOLIDATED FARM SERVICE 
AGENCY 

FROM: Ralph A. Linden 
Aaaistainti Generai Counflel 
Int:arnational Affairs and Commodity 

programs Divieion 

SUBJECT: Buy-Out of the 199D Through•1993 Crop Tobacco 
laventories of the Flue Cured and Burley Marketing 
Cooperatives 

We have reviewed the attached agreementa for the buy-out of 
the 1990 tlirough 1993 tobacco irxventories of the flue cured and 
burley marketing cooperatives (co-ops) . We do not see any legal 
impediment t:o the Secretiary approving the contracta. We would 
suggest that a cover l e t t e r be sent to the co-ope, i f the 
csontracts are approved, reflecting that the approval i s based 
upon representations made by thfi co-ops below and reflecting the 
limited nature of the Secretary's function in these matters. We 
diacuBB tiiese matters briefly below. 

1. The contracts are a gerifts Q£ Identical Contracts. The 
contracta are actually a aeries of contracts between 
the co-ops and tha major cigarette manufacturers. 
Thua, there are a number of identical flue-cured and 
burley contracta. One of the contracts for burley i s 
exceptional -- the one for Philip Morris but that 
one in essence takes the basic burley contract and 
divides i t into two contracts- There doea not appear 
to be any material difference in tbe effect or meaning 
of the Philip Morris contract aa compared to the 
others. We have read the RJR flue-cured and burley 
contracts, and the Philip Morris burley contract. As 
indicated above we understand from the tobacco division 
in the Consolidated Farm Service Agency (CSFA) that the 
other contracts are identical. I f this i s not the case 
we would be happy to review any exceptional provisions 
in the other contracts. 

2. yhe Secretary's functiqn -in thd s exercise. These are 
not the Department of Agriculture (USDA) contracts. 
They were negotiated by the parties alone. The 
language in that of the parties alone. USDA makes no 
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comitatments. Rather, the Commodity Credit corporation 
(CCC) has a collateral interest in the inventory and 
must act to insure that the tobacco price support 
program i s a no-net cost program. CFSA's position 
paper indicates that th© agreed upon arrangement i s 
good business and the package contains representations 
by the co-ops that the agreements are effective to 
accomplish their intended purpose. We have no reason 
to believe otherwise. 

3. rnnt-fover^lai provisions. The following aspects of the 
tobacco buy-out arrangement are t:he most controversial: 

(a) Termination. The contracts'allow the 
manufacturers to back out i f there are material 
changes in the administration of the program. 
However, nothing prohibits CCC from making such 
changes that are needed in the program. Again, 
CCC and USDA are not parties to the agreement. 
This escape clause does not seem particularly 
unreasonable given the commitment involved. 

(b) The General Aare^mftnt en Tariffs f̂ rit̂  T̂ ^̂ dg> (i?9^tt) 
Arguments. We recently had a GATT panel argument 
about tobacco and when certain parts of the "Ford 
Amendment" were overruled we have been, and are 
s t i l l engaged in, "Article 28" negotiations to 
resolve that issue. Some of the trading parties 
may argue that this agreement ia a Govemment-
sponsored agreement compelling the sale of 
dSmeatic tobacco in fruatrat^ion of the GATT. USDA 
did not negotiate the agre^ent; rather, the _ 
agreement i s a privately-negotiated sale. I t i-s 
not a "rebate" of no-net cost monies to anyone. 
I t i s a sale of the inventory at. we understand, 
the beat price possible and because i t reduces the 
likelihood of losses on the inventory i t should 
reduce the no-net cost assessments for imported 
and domestic tobacco alike and equally. 

4 T^oM^^ina th.^ c^nntraeta. In order to; _ (1) ^^^"^^^^^ 
.. the limited nature of the Secretary's involvement in 

this orocess; (2) make clear whose agreement tnis xsi 
and (3) c l a r i f y who i s responsible for f.he accuracy and 
BufficiencY of the documents that memorialize the 
agreement, we would recommend i f the ^^^^^""^If^H^^^^^ 
a p p r ^ d that they be returned-with a cover l e t t e r that 
states aa followss 

Attached are executed copies of the tobacco 
buy-out agreementa which ybu negotiated and 
which you have stibmitted to us fo'r our 
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J O E W F U Q H T . PRuaofT 
RAY BRANSTETTER, v« fnt-aootr 

USDA-FFAS 
U S SEN PORD -»•••• D.C. I2l 002/003 

DANNY McKlNMEY.RBrneaoMcM 
ALLEN T. HARMAN.vPiAwr.ucY.'mii 
B C O T T A L T H A U S E R 

P.O. Boxeaa 

FiOo (006) mi«so4 

^GsxoigloR, ^lentudtii 40387 

October 13, 1954 

K t . Anne K. Blng«toBn 
A^ilafctnC ACCemcy GanaCOl 
Antlcruct; Dlv la lon 
U, S. DepaZTjnenC o£ Juaclca 
Tenth and Catiatltu^iion Av«nue, K.W. 
Room 3107 
WAahlngcon, DC 2093O 

DoBE MA. Bl^gaIIutn9 

VIv ar* u t lb iag QIV bchnlf of th« Burlay Toba'aco (Srowerv CooperKtiva 
Ad4ocl.ation ta xraquea'C a bu«in«aa ravlen latt:er putauant Z.Q 28 C . f . R . S 
50.6. Tha AaAociadon l a pcopoalTtg a coursa of a.cclon which u l l l resale 
I n tha QB.].e o£ I t a lnver i toc l«a ot tobfteca ta dDinaiBta.e <3ig&£ecte 
inanuCaetuceca and toBrchanta. 

A s lo i l f tC caursB of act ion was foZl^Med in 19Q5. Tha Depattma^t 
lasued A bualnaas saviau Iqc tar on iJanuafiy 23, which atatect that i t 
had no en£oxcsaiant Intent loas with respect to the developnant • £ an 
agrceiaant to attms the InventoKiaa which eKlated nt chat time to 
domestic pucch«a«za . A «uj»aaquant flaziaB o£ nagotiacloha led to an 
agreamonc whd.ch includad I f tg ia la t lva , admlalDtcatlva^ and contraetual 
aotlons, 

I 

Th« iiHttd l o E a s lAllB.r aalut loa ajclata today. I t haa baan 
raeeBomcxuiad to eh* Aaaodattlen chat we aqnk a buaiaaaa zovlaw l e t t a r at 
th la tiiiiia a maana of Cae t l i ta t lng aueh a aolut ioB. I C l a ny 
understanding that Ctia o f f i c e of Saaatoi' Maodall Pord has I n i t i a t e d 
aontaot with Mr. jaha T l l l p i n i and K z . Ne l l Aobertis oC t:K6 Anelcrua^ 
Dlulaloa with caapect to tha devaleinseiiit e f a a i n l l a « agraownt . I t l a 
expected tha^ Kenbets OC Congreaa w i l l , d l s a e t l y pmrtlolpata I n Ctala 
proeftsa, »4iich oay involve the s a l a of tha cuErent inveneoriea I n a 
mannar B1BI11«X to that provided I n 1985, and p o t e n t i a l l e g l a l a t l v e 
changes in. tha fadara l tobacco pzogran. 
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^urlê  tDobacm Qlro&era QIo-DpnTaltDe ôon&tion 

Ha. AJina K> Blnganan 
October 13, 1994 
P&ge cwo 

We reapQot£ully rcquaa« a Kevlau eC thla propoaed doura« oC action 
and a bualnaaa zevleu letCar xelatlrig to any anforcejuant Intentleaa 
Which tha Dapactaent may have. Any corveapondenca may be direct ed to 
eithac of ua - howevac Hr. McKinney ia usually mora acceaelbla. 

aineetaly. 

JW/DMcK/lta 

Praaldant ^ J 

^anny M(̂ Kinn«y 
Chlsf Kxaeutlvfe officec 

R-97Ji 
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U S U A - r r A o 

FLOE-CUBED TOB 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
AntibiBt Dhrlsicm 

ANNS K. BINGAMAM 
Assistant AstornBy Genvai 

1002/003 

Main Juttiew Bfnlding 
20A •£ CotatUuOoa Ay*.. NW 
WaMagtoa, DC 20330 
(202) 514^1/(2Q2) 6J6~264S 0 

va , Fred G. Bond. 
Chief Execia.tiv« Of f i cer 
Flue-Curad. Tobacco Comparative 

St«bil lzati i .asi Corpozu^lon 
P.O. BgtK 12300 

Haleigto., Ntorth, Caxolina. 27605 

Dear Mr. Bond: 
This l a t t e r roaponds to yoiw request dated October I B , 1994, 

for th« is9uaiiQe of a JwieinMB review l^ t tar pixrauant to tha 
Bepartment of Jrifltiica'B busineaa review procedaxe# 28 C . F . R , 
S 50.6. YOU have raqudated a atctteaient of •tthe Antitrust-
Div i s ion 's present enCorconsnt Intoiitions with, respeoc to a plan 
of the Plue-Cux«d Tobacoo CQoporatl've StttJailizafelon Corporation 
("the cooperative-) to o f f er for sale or a sutaetaatial 

portion of i t s in-rontoiy srocJc of flue-cured tobacco to o^ilted 
States c igaret te inanuCaoturera, 

We uadeirstaiMl that a.11 dtanoBtic ^towers o£ f lue-cured 
tobaccaa are msmbara of tHe cooperative. "Cha cooperative, by-
contract -wlcli tlie conanodlty Credit corporation ("CCC") / 
adtniiixsters the tobacco loan pro^soa of tlie United States 
DepartmaBt of Agriculture (•UanA") for f lue-cured toil>a.cco. Ctod«r 
the program, tcibacco not purcttaaed on the open, maskeb at or above 
the GoverDSient support pric=e i s autonaticatlly consigned to the 
ODoperativa, and the gr-ower i s paid the support p r i c e by the 
cooperacive frooL funds loaned by the CCC. These loaaa plus 
interest Are r ^ a i d to the CCC when tha copperative r e s e l l s the 
tobacco that i t has purchased from i t e members. Pursuant to the 
No Net Cost Tobacoo Program Aet of 1SB2, losses incurred on the 
sa le of tcOaacoo held by tha cooperative are bome by the growers 
afid tobacco purehasera, each of 'whan pays an aLeaesemBnt for each 
pound of tobacco sold, -whether on the open market or to the 
cooperative. Theae Assefised funds are held by the CCC as a 
reserve fund to cover I A S G C S and carrying chaxges for tobaeeo 
inventory o£ the cooperative. 

You have told us that inventory stocks held by the 
eooperai:ive have r i s en dramafcically i n the reoeat past.- Thlfl i s 
because the government support price i s higher than th^ world 
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price of tobacco. Thus, the eapperative 1? holdlBg a great deal 
of BuipluB tbbacco and paying very significaat carrying charges. 
In addition, you have Informed us that the f a i l u r e of your 
eoopeocative to s e l l a substantial portion o£ i t s inventory within 
4->io neaet few weeks would have the effect usder the curreai: 
statutory frameiworlc of redneing the qiiota for flue-cured totoaiico 
for next year, t h a r ^ y imposing significant losses on gvowex-s. 
Sale of ti^"* surplus at a price lower than the support price, as 
contemplated by the cooperative, thus w i l l eldnlnate both the 
hitfh carrying- charges presently borne by the tobacco growers and 
T±ie r i s k of a reduced quota for next year. 

We understand the cooperative's plan tp be as follows. The 
cooperative w i l l meet Individually with eadh of the danastxc 
cigarette luanuffacturers i a an att«i©t to s e l l them a pro rata 
portion of the tobacco inventory, based on thaix raspeotlve 
aharea of the domestic cigarette market. The cooperative w i l l 
attempt to nfigotia-te with the maattfacturera saqpajcately co 
establish a price for the inventory, i t s willingness to offer 
the tobaeeo a t a price lower than tbe support pr^ca w i l l ke 
contingent on i t s a b i l i t y co dlftpose of the entire etocJc. You 
believe that i t w i l l be necessary to s e l l the tobacco to the 
cigarette manufacturers at the same price to each, and ̂  ^ 
understand that the cooperative's decision to s e l l i t s xnveatory 
at a uniform price was reached unilaterally. 

After dlBCUBsing cha proposal with you: and consulting with 
USDA about tha tobacco progreoa, and absent anqr avidanxse that the 
pxogram- i a a product ofi any agreamenls among cigarette 
Sanufacturers. we have concluded that tbe Department bas no 
S S s e n t intention of challenging your offer of the i n v e n t o ^ to 
the cigarette manufacturers. This conclusion i s baaed OT. your 
reoreaentations tnat you have decided that disposal of the 
J S S t S y S i t s entilecy i s i n the best I n t ^ e s t 
S d that the cooperative i a moat l i k e l y to achieve i t s floaj^^f 
offers the inventory for eale at tha saise price to a l l of the 
manufacturers on a pro rata basis. 

Pursuant to 28 C.F.R. 8 50.6, thifl l e t t e r and your business 
review recpieat w i l l be inade publicly available i ^ - f f i ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ S L 
any suppSting materials w i l l be made piiblicly ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ Y J * ^ ^ 
30 d a y i ^ the date of chis l e t t e r , unlese you request that any 
part S tha material yt«i submitted be withheld i a accordance with 
paragraph 20 (e) of the businesa review procedure. 

cerely. 

Anne K* Bingaman 
A a a i s t a n t A t t o r n e y eSeneral 
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Scott D. Ballin JD 
Health Policy Consultant 

6220 30th Street NW 
Washington DC 20015 

Tel:202 686-8898 
Fax: 202 244-4320 

FAX 

DATE 

FROM: Scott D. Ballin 

No.ofpa^__J0 LM^ '^'^T 
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DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT 

H.R. 

in the House of Representatives 

A Bill 

A bill to establish a national Commission on the Future Growth and Production 
of Tobacco in America, to assess and make recommendations on the future 
alternatives to tobacco growing and production In th© United States and for other 
purposes. 

Short title: This Act may be cited as the. "The Tobacco Farmer FamiHes and 
Communities Future Economic Viability and Stabilization Act of 1997" 

Findings: The Congress finds that -

a) the use of tobacco products are a major cause of cancer, heart disease, 
emphysema, stroke, chronic obstructive lung disease and other conditions 
and that new efforts must take place to reduce the disease and death caused 
by tobacco use, including the use of such products in tobacco growing states. 

b) the role of American-grov^m tobacco in the vwjrid markets has greatly 
diminished. 

c) the amount that the US tobacco farmer earns per package of cigarettes was 
about 3 cents to the dollar in 1991 as opposed to 16 cents in 1957. 

d) the tobacco companies have increasingly moved their growing and 
production operations overseas. 

e) new economic altematives are needed to be provided to tobacco growing 
regions and communities that will offer the opportunity for those fanners 
wanting to transition out of the tobacco growing business to do so 

f) public attitude surveys of tobacco farmers, particularly fanners under the age 
of 45 have shown that approximately 67% of such fanners have expressed a 
strong Interest in trying other on-farm ventures to supplement or replace 

q) puW^ttitude surveys of tobacco farmers have also shown that while willing 
to look at supplementing or replacing tobacco they are concemed about lack 
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of processing facilities for other crops as well lack of capital and loan interest 
loans. 

h) a 1994 Lexington Herald Leader poll showed that 75% of tobacco farmers 
polled would be interested in altematives to growing tobacco. 

i) emerging technologies offer new opportunities to diversify the nation's 
agricultural base and to seek other uses for tobacco, 

j) New opportunities and options should be considered both in the short term 
as well as long term that will provide tobacco farmers and their families with 
stable economic alternatives to the production of tobacco. 

Section 1. The Secretary of Agriculture shall establish a national Commission 
on the Future of Tobacco Production and Growth in the United States 
(hereinafter referred to as the "Commission"). 

Section 2. Members of the Commission 

a) (1) The Secretary shall appoint twelve persons to serve as members of the 
Commission. Such members of the Commission shall include: 

1) two members representing the Interests of the flue-cured and burley growers 
2) a member with expertise In agricultural economics 
3) a member with exfjertise in small business 
4) a member with expertise in Issue related to sustainable agriculture 
5) a member with expertise in venture capital 
6) a member who has developed or implemented a diversification program 
7) a member who represents the interests of the public health community 
8) two members representing state and local govemments where tobacco is 

produced. 

9) two additional members deemed by the Secretary to be qualified to provide 
the necessary expertise in assisting the Commission In carrying out Its 
responsibilities. 

(2) Appointment of Chainnan—The Secretary shall appoint th© Chairman of the 
Commission 

(3) No individual who is a full-time officer or employee of the United States may 
be appointed as a member of the Commission. The Secretary of Agriculture 
the Secretary of Department of Health and Human Services shall appoint a 
designee to provide liaison with the Commission. 
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(4) Meetings - Seven members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum but 
a lesser number may conduct hearings. The Commission shall meet at the call of 
the Chairman or at the call of a majority of its members. 

(b) (1) Compensation - Members of the Commission shall each be entitled to 
receive the daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay in effect for grade 
GS-18 of the General Schedule for each day (including travel time) during which 
they are engaged in the actual performance of duties vested in the commission. 

(2) While away from their homes or regular places of business in the 
performance of services for the Commission, members of the Commission 
shall t>e allowed travel expenses , Including per diem in lieu of subsistence, 
in the same manner as persons employed intermittently in the Government 
service are allowed expenses under s©ctlon 5703 of title 5 of the United 
States Code. 

Section 3. Scope Purpose and Duties of the Commission 

a) The Commission shall develop and recommend both short term and long 
term strategies that seek to reduce or eliminate the production of tobacco in 
tobacco growing states and communities while ensuring short term and long 
term economic stability and development. In carrying out its responsibilities 
the Commission shall at a minimum conduct: 
I \ L (jlSrr\rr)r\Xryrvn\ Ct\ f iJi A«A^*Y-

(A) A review of the totiacco program as authorized and administered by the 
Department of Agriculture 

(B) A review of the role that tobacco and tobacco production has played in the 
tobacco producing states, focused primarily on the six major producers. 

(C) A review of the production and marketing trends of tobacco and tobacco 
products In the United States. 

(D) A review of the effects of intemational tobacco and tobacco production on 
the domestic production and marketing of tobacco and tobacco products, 
including a review of the operations of US and intemational tobacco 
companies and leaf dealers. 

(E) A review of economic models, demonstration and or pilot projects that might 
be used for providing tobacco growing states altematives to growing tobacco 
and or other uses of tobacco, 

(F) A review of health and ethical issues surrounding the production and 
mariceting of tobacco products both In the United States and in other 
international markets. 

1?) 

b) (1)ln carrying out its duties the Commission shall conduct a minimum of two 
hearings in each of the six major tobacco producing states. Such hearings 
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shall be held in communities that are involved in the growing and production 
of tobacco. The Commission shall provide the communities with an open 
forum to present testimony, ideas and recommendations about the future 
production of tobacco including ideas and recommendations for 
diversification, economic development needs, environmental impact concems 
and any other issue related to the agricultural production of tobacco. 

(2) The Commission may undertake an investigation or study of any other 
appropriate matter which relates to the Commission's duties or is consistent 
with the Commission cany out its responsibilities. 

(3) Upon completion of its study, investigation, and hearings the 
Commission shall report its findings (including recommendations for 
legislative or administrative action) to the President, the Congress, each 
federal agency to which a recommendation in the report applies as well as to 
the Govemors of each of the six major tobacco producing states. 

c) The Commission shall complete its duties, responsibilities and report Its 
recommendations as required under subsection b)(3) no later than 18 
months after its appointment. 

Section 4. Administrative Provisions 

a) Staff — (1) The Commission may appoint and fix the pay of such staff 
personnel as it deems desirable. Such personnel shall be appointed subject to 
the provisions of title 5, United States Code, governing appointments In the 
competitive sen/ice and shall be paid in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 51 and subchapter 53 of such title relating to classification and General 
Schedule pay rates. 

(2) The Commission may procure temporary and intermittent services to the 
same extent as Is authorized by section 3109(b) of title 5 of the united States 
Code, but at rates for individuals not to exceed the daily equivalent of the annual 
rate of basis pay in effect for grade GS-18 of the General Schedule. 

(3) Upon the request of the Commission, the head of any Federal agency is 
authorized to detail, on a reimbursable basiis, any of the personnel of such 
agency to the Commission to assist in carrying out Its duties. 

b) Contracts. — The Commission In performing its duties and functions may 
enter into contracts with appropriate public or nonprofit private entitles. 

c) Information.—(1) The Commission may secure directly from any federal 
agency information necessary to enable it to carry out it duties. 
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(2) The Commission shall not disclose any information reported to it or 
otherwise obtained which is exempt from disclosure under subsection(a) of 
section 552 of title 5, United States Code. 

d) Support Services.— The Administrator of General Services shall provide the 
Commission on a reimbursable basis such administrative support services as the 
Commission may request for carrying out its duties and responsibilities. 

Section 5. Termination 

The Commission shall terminate after filing its report and recommendations as 
required under Section 3(c). 
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