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pear State Tobacco control Leader:

The gains we have made in tobacco prevention have been amongd the
most important public health achievements during my tenure as
gecretary. A&s 2 Nation we have redefined the role of tobacco use
in our society and focused our efforts to prevent our youth from
becoming addicted to tobacco products.

There are many people: who deserve the credit for this
achievement, but you have been the packbone of our tobacco
control movement. Through Yyour devotion and enerdy, You have
mobilized citizens and communities ro care about and to take
action on the leading preventable cause of death and disease in
pmerica. I deeply appreciate all you have done and pledge ny
_Department's full support to help you continue to make a
difference.

To that end, I am pleased to announce an intensified commitment
to state-based programs to preyent and reduce tobacco use. We
are proposing in the president s FY 1999 budget to expand our
support for state -and community programs from $34 pillion in FY
1998 to $51 million in FY 1999 —-- a full 50-percent increase.
The Centers for Disease control and Prevention (CDC) will fund
all states and the District of Columbia to implement-innovative
tobacco prevention programs as 2 core component of public health
practice. Federal support for state tobacco prevention prograns
will be pajintained or expanded in all 50 states. This is a model
of government working at its best: We are moving the proven
research f£indings generated from the National cancer Institute's
(NCI) successful ASSIST progran into widespread publiC'health
practice.

State-based programs are a critical part of the.Administration's
overall national effort to prevent tobatco use among our youth.
Local input allows programs to be railored to local needs and
penefit from local innovation. Multiple agencies at HHS have a
part to play in this effort. cpc, the Food and Drug
Administration, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health services
Administration and several of the Institutes at the National
Institutes of Health, will continue to work together to ensure
that our strategies remain state-of-the-art and responsive to
changes in our dynamic environment. The NCI, in particular, will "
continue to support 2 proad range of research that will help

support these community and state tobacco control programs.
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Page 2 - State Tobacco Control Leader

ming 1 1 10 communication with you to ensure
i onths, members of DepMthHb?mm , O
oot lmmmsm‘ ttnhis 0 os:llyprog-am expansion in FY 1999. Tha{ﬂcz}gt:;i::ic eri. !
succesmmmsﬁﬂ . o lic’ sm and for your leadership in helpmng ush:r utxo s el
To k fo&e:dt:o?ﬁrp::nﬁnued productive pmsﬁp as we work together

f?xou.\re for all Americans, most especially our children.

Sincerely, :
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Donna E. Shalala
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