
Senate Endorses Curb 
On Abortion Coverage 

By Helen Dewar 
Wshmpon Post Stafi Writer • 

The Senate voted yesterday to continue barring 
federal workers' he<dth plans from covering costs 
of most abortions, overriding objections from 
Democratic women that government employees 
were being denied benefits available , to private 
sector workers. 
' -The restriction, proposed by Sen. Mike De-
Wine (R-Ohio), was approved 54 to 45 as part of a 
$25.2 billion appropriations bill for the Treasury 
Department, Postal Service and many other 
agencies for the fiscal year starting Oct 1. It 
would prohibit "taxpayer subsidy of abortions" for 
federal workers except in cases of rape, incest aad 
threat to the life of a woman, DeWine said. . 

Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) complained that 
it "singles out female federal employees -and 
denies them a medical benefit enjoyed by all other 
working women," and Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun 
(D-Dl.) called it a "gratiiitous slap" at women who 
work for the government 

The restriction has been in effect since 1984 
except for fiscal 1994 and 1995, according to 
DeWine. The House has not yet acted on its 
version of the billbut has previously approved the 
provision and it is considered likely to be enacted. 

The spending bill, approved 99 to 0, also 
includes a ban . oh cost-of-living increases for 
members of Congress next year and provides 
increases of various amounts for the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the U.S. Customs 
Service, the Internal Revenue Service', the Secret 
Service and the executive office of the president 

Spending for the Federal Election Commission, 
. which has an enormous backlog of campaigii 
finance cases, was increased by $835,000 to $29 
million. President Clinton had sought $35̂ 4 mil­
lion for the commission. 

The Senate also approved a $90.9 billion spend­
ing bill for veterans, housing, science and envi­
ronmental programs. 
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Jongress Offers New Way to Raise Money by MaiJ 
By Bill McAllister 
WishinjTon PoM Suff Writfr 

Congress has discovered a new 
way to raise money for breast cancer 
research: by selling stamps at more 
than their face value. 

Yesterday the House directed the 
U.S. Postal Service to issue a breast 
cancer stamp that could be sold with a 
surcharge of up to 8 cents. The extra 
money would be dedicated to caiicer 
research efforts, and some legisla­
tors predicted it would be the first of a 
series of special stamps to fund re­
search against various diseases. 

Postal officials initially objected to 
the measure, fearing it would, as 
Postmaster G^eral Marvin T. Run-
yon put it, "open the floodgates to all 
worthy social causes," each demand̂  
ing stamps for their causes. ' 

Similar legislation cleared the Sen­
ate last week, 83 to 17. Shortly before 
the House vote, a postal spokesman 
acknowledged the issue's "seeming 
momentum" and said the Postal Ser­
vice would obey Congress's wishes. 

The House measure was placed on 
the consent calender, which means 
the bill cannot be amended, allowing 
Rep. Susan Molinari (R-N.Y.), its chief 
sponsor, to claim a final legislative 
victory before she leaves Congress 
next month tp become a CBSTV 
news anchor. "If the Postal Service 

can issue stamps in honor of Bugs 
Bunny or Ehis Presley, surely we can 
ensure the Uves and legacies of wom­
en who have suffered the ravaging 
effects of breast cancer will not go 
unnoticed," she said. 

Molinari and other congressional 
supporters of the legislation predict­
ed diat millions of people .will happily 
pay a few extra pennies for stamps to 
support the research efforts. House 
backers did not make a prediction of 
how much money the stamp will 
raise, but during a Senate debate last 
week, Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-
CaM) said: "If 10 percent of the 
first-class stamps were bought 
tiirough this option it would produce 
$60 mDlion" for research. 

Special commeimorative stamps 
are typically "produced in relativeiy 
small numbers and yield much less 
money than Feinstein estimated. A 
spok̂ woman for Canada Post, ^ c h 
recently issued a stamp with a &ceht 
surcharge to promote literacy, said it 
raised about $250,000. 

In an apparent effort to overcome 
concems tiiat the U.S. stamp would 
not raise a significant amount, the 
House measure calls for a surcharge 
of up to 25 percent of the cost of a 
first-class stamp, or 8 cents on the 
current 32cent first-class stamp. The 
Senate provision would limit the sur­
charge to 1 cent over the rate; for a 

IN BRIEF 

first-class letter. Lawmakers will hav̂ ^ 
to reconcile the two versions. • * 

The stamps' opponents had 'at<' 
tempted to rally opposition in \the!I 
Senate last week, contending such! • 
stamps are poor fund-raiseî . Their̂  
efforts failed to derail a bipartisan*'̂  
coalition formed by Feinstein and., 
Sen. Lauch Fairclotii (R-N.C), ^ o ' . 
ridiculed tiie agency's oppô tion. ' 

Citiiag the Postal Service's recent' 
sales of Bugs Bunny neckties, Faii^'i 
cloth said: "I don't see why... thejr^' 
could possibly have a problem with -
printing this new stai^p." ' ' .fly^ 

European, countries jong hiiv îsp^ 
. sued such stamps, called semqMstalir̂  
by stamp collectors. But postal 6ffi<| 
dais here had resisted pressure fdrp 
them, saying they would aeate iH 
major accounting problem, cause ̂  
confusion among tiieir customers'* 
and ti^sform the nation's post offic^^ 
es into fund-raising organizations:' 

The House bill would allow tfaer> 
Postal Service tb deduct "reasonable-
administrative costs" for creatingthe •̂ 
stamp. After that, 70 percent of the * 
extra funds would go to the National' 
Institutes of Healtii and the remain̂ ''' 
der to the Defense Department for •* 
breast cancer research. . ^ | 

The new stamp woiilcl^ ik^lf^^ 
for a two-year period and the General i 
Accounting Office tiien: would'ievalu-
ate its sucyj^s M a ftintfaatsfir,- ̂ . :« 

Clinton Would Cut Disparity 
In Some Cocaine Sentences 

President Clinton yesterday endorsed a plan 
that would reduce but not elimmate disparities in 
prison sentences for drug crimes involving ppw-
der and crack c^aine, even as aides defended huh 
for not going further. 

Weighing in on the racially charged issue, 
Clinton instructed Attorney General Janet Reno 
and drug policy director Barry McCaffrey to seek 
congressional approval for the proposal tiiey sent 
to the White House Monday. "I've accepted it and 
that's our position and we're going to try to work 
with Congress now to achieve a resolution," 
Clinton told reporters yesterday. 

Under law, a drug dealer convicted of selling five 
grams of crack cocaine faces a mandatory five-year 
prison sentence, while it would take 500 grains of 
powder̂  cocaine to receive such a term. Many 
African American leaders consider that 100 to 1 
ratio unfair because blacks are disproportionately 
convicted of crack crimes. 

The plan would cut disparity to 10 to 1, 
Some critics complained the proposal still was 

unfair and pressed for parity between the two types 
of cocaine. White House press secretary Midiael 
McCurry said Clinton would not support that 
because crack "is associated with much more 
violent, much more dangerous, much more antiso­
cial behavior." : 

—Peter Baker 

Hill Female Custodians Sue Over Pay 
• For years, Florine Mickens watched her male 
counterparts get higher pay. even when they 
picked up the same duster and doth to dean 
congressional offices. Yesterday, Mickens and 
neariy 50 other female cu8todian&—all members 
of the American Federation of State, Coiin^ abd 
Municipal Employees—signaled they had had 
enough by taking their case to federal court 

A class-action lawsuit alleging violations of 
federal civil rights and equal pay laws seeks back 
pay, compensatory and punitive damages and a 
pay scale for the mostly female custodian̂  equal to 
that of tiie male laborers., 

The lawsuit names the architect of die CajHHol 
and the superintendents of the House aad Senate-
as defendants. The architect is re^nsible for 
construction, maintenance and. cleaning of the 
Capitol. The architect, Alan Hantman, and Robert 
MilQT, the House superintendent, declined iq 
comment on the pendinĝ  litigation. The - other 
official was not immediately, available for cpm^ 
ment Top pay is $10.08 an hour for custodians, 
almost all of whom are vromen, and $11.10 for the 
mostiy male pool of laborers, although they do 
much of the same work, said Tony Corbo, an 
organizer for tiie AFSCME local 

The women took their case to court after three 
formal mediation sessions flailed to resoWe the 
dispute, Corbo said. 

-^Associated Press 


