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Survey: Parents Need to Do More to Prevent Tragic Mishaps 

By Avis Thomas-Lester 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Sherri Sanders of Mitchellville travels 40 miles round 
trip to purchase organic vegetables for making juice 
for her 3-year-old son, Jalen. But she's been improp­

erly securing him in his automobile safety seat. Peter Soren-
son has spent hundreds of dollars on educational toys for his 
IS-month-oW son, Jack, but he has not installed a staircase 
safety gate or cabinet locks in their Arlington home. 

Both parents consider themseĥ es loving and "careful" 

But according to a survey of 1,560 parents nationwide to be 
released today by the National Safe Kids Campaign, many 
parents like Sanders and Sorenson fail to take basic precau­
tions such as testing their smoke detectors, ensuring safe 
play environments and reducing the temperature setting of 
their water heaters to prevent scalding. 

The survey, conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Asso­
ciates Inc., shows that many parents who are not taking 
proper precautions don't understand the importance of some 
safety procedures. While 90 percent of parents say they al­
ways buckle their children into car seats, only 48 percent al­

ways require their child: ^ ride in the back seat. And 
many parents fail to prop-̂ îy secure the restraints inside the 
car and the childrenjn the seats. 
,.. The survey's release coincides viith the 1997 National 
Saffe .L^ J JtL-ek, May 10-18, an annual event by the cam­
paign, sponsored by Johnson & Johnson, to spotlight the 
need for parents and care givers to take precautions to pre­
vent unintentional injury, the number one killer of children 
under 14. Each year, more than 6,900 children die and 
50,000 are permanently disabled from preventable injuries 
suffered in car and bike crashes, drownings, fires, poison­
ings, chokes and falls. 

"We are heartened so many parents have heard the mes­
sage of safety and are protecting their children from uninten­
tional injury—but we still have a long way to go," says for­
mer U.S. surgeon general C. Everett Koop, campaign 
chairman. 

The annual event also reaches out to children with the 
Gear Up Games, an interactive obstacle course utilizing safe­
ty equipment highlighted in the Safe Kids Gear Up Guide, 
which illustrates basic equipment and precautions. The 
games will kick off at 10 a.m. today on the Ellipse featuring 

24 "All-Stars," children whose lives have been affeci . . 
jury. Games will be held around the country during the week 
and locally at 10 a.m. Saturday at the Kennedy Rayground, 
Seventh and P streets NW. 

Sanders says she didn't pull the chest straps snug on, her 
son's car seat for fear he'd be uncomfortable. "I wouldn't 
travel out of the driveway without him in that seat," she said. 
"I can't believe he might not have been safe anyway." , 

And Sorenson, after seeing the Safe Kids Gear Up Gaide, 
said he was heading to a store that day to purchase a carbon 
dioxide detector, a fire extinguisher, batteries and a stair 
guard. 

"We watch Jack very careftilly, but I guess there's a lot 
that we're not doing," he said. "I guess we've been assuming 
a lot and you know what they say about that" ' 

The Safe Kids Gear Up Guide may be obtained by 
sending a check or money order for $2 to the National 
Safe Kids Campaign, 1301 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 
Suite mo, D. C. 20m. Contact the campaign at 
202-662-0600. 

INTERNET 

BE AN EXHIBITOR! 
At NetExpo Washington, 

the area's first Intemet stiow. 
co-kx:ated with MultiCom 97 

Oct. 8-9 * Washington Conv. Ctr. 
Call 703-536-2100 

ISDN • Dedicated 128 Kbps 
24 Hour Technical Support 

Ununited Internet Access 
Plans as low as 

$71 

salM@sysnatjiet 

per month 
Fum^ Plans Also Available 

SYSMET 
1-800-SYSNET-1 http://www.sysn9t.nel 

INTERNET SERVICES 
deadline for copy 
3K)0 Friday 

INTERNET- ACCESS 

There are plenty of ways 
to use the Intemet. 

A Single source brings them together. 

Internet Solutions 
• Dedicated Business Connectivity 
• Web Site Hosting & Production 
• Bell Atlantic.net: dial-up access 
• Customer Support: 24 hrs, 7 days 

www.bellatlantic.net 

1-800-638-5137 

INTERNET- ACCESS 

TIAC 
14-day, 100% Satisfaction Guarantee 

Web Hosting free w/Dialup Subscription 
No lengtfty prepayments required 

.Corporations or individuals 
24 hours Support/Service, 7 days a week 

202-822-6032, ask for ext. 1016 

The Intemet Access Company 
email: infO'Stiac.net web:www.tiac.net 

Online Connect ions 
Your connection to The World Wide Web 

UNLIIVllTED INTERNET ACCESS 
$10.50 per mo. (w/6 mo. contract) 

$9.50 per mo. (w/1 yr contract) 
$14.00 per mo. (no contract) 

FREE Netscape Navigator 

INTERNET -ACCESS 

ISDN FLAT RATE 
Lowest Rates In Town 
Trident Intemet Systems, Inc. 

Tel: 703-243-0300 
lnfo@trident.net 

http://www.trident.net 

INTERNET - TRAINING 

I N T E R N E T 
1 Day Navigating ttie Intemet 

2 Days Creating Web Pages w/HTML 
2 Days CGI wWi Perl 

5 Days Java Programming Language 
High Speed Tl line to Intemet 

Hands-On, Day, Evening & Saturday 
Group & Customized Classes available 

Computer titute 

INTERNET-WWW 
AutoNetwork 

As heard on WOL USOAM and WOLB ttlOAM 
Talk radio straw • Buy • Sell • Lease • Finarrang 

Collective Buying Works 
www.aacbg.coffl 703-758-0119 

WEB STOREFRONT 
Let your customers buy directly on ttie 

WorW Wide Web with secure transactions. 

Integrate Web Commerce into your 
existing order entry. Inventory, and customer 
data bases. Update yotir Web Page automat­

ically as products change. 

Use Our Intemet Expertise 
To Grow Your Business 

STANFORD TELECOM 
Visit www.stei.com 
Call 703-438-8000 

TRAINING 

Internet Training 
Lowest Price & I 

Highest Quality Guarantê  
In ternet 

Using the Intemet & WWW \\ 
Becoming a New Power User s 
A/ef Publishing w/MS Office • 

Conducting Business ' -i 
HTMLScnpting Web Authoring^^ 

Microsof t 1 
Windows 95 & NT, SMS, TCP/IP, SCfL 

Server, Intemet Information Sen^en 
Exchange Server, MCSE Certificatipp 

Planning & Assistance ; i 

Appl ica t ions 
Windows Macintosh 

Microsoft Office Databases 
Graphics Publishing 
hflultimedia & More 


