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CongregjS ot tfjE Unitei states? 
MasbinSton, "BC 20515 

May 15, 1997 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD RECEIVES 
LONG-OVERDUE RECOGNITION 

WASHINGTON, DC - On Thursday, May 15, a bipartisan group of legislators, led by 
Congressmen Louis Stokes (D, Ohio) and Rob Portman (R, Ohio) introduced a the National 
Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Bill to commemorate an overlooked chapter in the 
American Civil Kights Movement. 

"Today is a proud moment for this institution," said Stokes. Tm pleased that our legislation 
has such a level uf bipartisan suppon." 

Portman added, 'The powerful, and largely untold, stories of the brave men and women of 
the Underground Railroad can inspire us and can instruct us — even today — about racial 
cooperation and reconciliation, and determination and courage. Through the network envisioned by 
this bill, the dangers and adventures of the Underground Railroad can be preserved and interpreted 
for future generation.*;." 

Prior to 1865, the Underground Railroad was the primary mean.s tor slaves to escape to 
freedom. Spajiiiiiis 29 stales, the District of Columbia, Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean, its 
"railways" were backroads, waterways, forests and swamps. Dr. Charles Blockson of Temple 
University, noted African-American historian and author of llie Hioixjcrcne Guide to the 
Underground Railroad, provided a historical perspective on the Railroad's significance. 

The legislation would establish the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom — 
a way tn preĵ erve and link Underground Railroad sites nationwide for the first time, under the 
auspices of the National Park Service. It will also allow the Park Service to enter into innovative 
public-private partnerships with local and privately held sites and interpretive cejiters. 

•Grassrtx)ts groups. Members of Congress, and the Nalional Park Service have all worked 
together to tell the story of the Underground Railroad," said lantha Gantt-Wrighl, cultural diversity 
manager of the National Parks and Conservation Association. 'This is a piece of our history in 
which all Americans can take pride. * 

CQN'iACr 
Stokes - Joyce Larkin (2(E) 225-7032 
Portman - Brian Besanceney (202) 225-3164 

m 

PRtNTED ON tfrrCl fQ WAVfu 
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THE NATIONAI. PARK SERVICE'S UNDERGROUND RAILROAD INITIATIVE 

The Underground Railroad. NPS is developing an educational program to use historic places to teach about 
the Uiidcr]k?round Railroad. An unprecedented opportunity exists for the NPS to work with scholars and local 
enthusiasts tu cuiyjajute the American public in a deeper understanding of African American slaves' quests for 
freedom and the role uf the Underground Railroad in supporting Their heroic flights to safety. In September 
1995, NPS completed a Special Resource Study of the Underground Railroad and -- in the absence of fiirther 
funding — NPS is proceeding within curieiu dulhorizalions to develop an Undergrnunrl Railroad program. Such 
a program would combine park-based programs, school pio)|?rams and public information vehir.les ~ tor instance, 
travelling exhibits or designations of historic sites as part of the Underground Railroad. 

On May 1Reps. Stokes and Portman mtroduced bi-partisan legislation to establish the National Underground 
Railroad Network to Kreedom. The bill would allow NPS to enter into public-private pajlnerships with local-
and privately-held sites and interpretive centers. 

NPS to sponsor symposium on the history of African Amencan Civil Rights. In March 1998, NPS will cu-
sponsoi a symposium in Roanoke. VA entitled "Washington and DuBois at the Turn of Two Centuries." This 
will be the first in a series uf public debates on civil right"; intended to provoke public attention, interest and 
support of National Parks that interpret minority themes and figures The conference is seeking a keynote 
speaker, for cither March 20, 1998 oi March 27, 1998, depending on the .speaker's schedule. 

Two sites in the National Park System akcady proniiiicutly feature the experiences of African American slaves: 

Booker T. Washington National Monument in Hardy, VA. The National Park Service (NPS) 
manages the tobacco farm where Booker T. Washington was bum into slavery in 1856. Visitors can see 
reconstructions ofthe farm buildings where Washington worked as d slave, as well as leam more about 
his life. After Emancipation, Washington studied at Hampton Institute and later founded Tuskegefe 
Institute in Alabama In his autobiography Up From Slavery, Washington wrote of his early life. " I had 
the feeling that to get into a schoolhouse and study would be about the same as getting iiuo paiadise." 

Frederick Douglass National Historic Site in Washington, DC. Frederick Douglass was bom a slave, 
but became fascinated by the "mystery of reading" and decided that education was "the pathway from 
slavery to freedom." By asc 13, he was reading anicles about the "abolition of slavery" to other slaves. 
After he escaped to freedom at age 20, Douglass was an abolitionist, women's rights activist, author, 
Minister to Haiti and the most respected African American orator of the I yth century. The house in 
Anacostia which became Douglass' home when he was 60 is a unit of the National Park System dedicated 
to his life. 

Other NPS units devoted to African Americans' struggle for Civil Riglits include; 
• Maggie L. Walker Historic Site in Richmond, VA; 

Manin Luther King, Jr National Historic Site in Atlanta, GA; 
Mary McLeod Bethune Council House National Historic Site in Washington, DC; 
George Wasliingion Carver National Monument in Diamond, MO; 
Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site in Tuskegee, AL; 
the Boston African American National Historic Site in Boston, MA; 
Brown V, Board of Education National Historic Site in Topeka. KS 

In addition, some NPS units integrate teaching about slaveiy into their mierpreiive programs For instance, tours 
and educational programs at Hampton House National lEstoric Site include descriptions ofthe lives ofthe 200 
slaves who worked the plantation. 
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Schedule Proposal 

ACCEPT 

Date; 

REGRET PENDING 

TO. 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: The First Lady to deliver the keynote address at a major symposium in Roanoke, 
VA which will consider how the National Park Service (NPS) can, by its 
interpretation of African-American leaders, convey to children the ongoing struggle 
for equality and self-sufficiency. 

To highlight the role of teaching in bridging the racial divide in the United States. 
Participants in the symposium - entitled "Washington and DuBois at the tum of two 
centuries" ~ will discuss how the teachings of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. 
DuBois impacted African-American society in the past, and how their principles 
affect Americans today. Because NPS is developing an extensive educational 
program to use historic places and public-private partnerships to teach about the 
Underground Railroad, the First Lady can use this occasion to emphasize that the 
government's aaions are following through on the First Family's deep commitment 
to racial healing. 

This symposium ~ sponsored by NPS and the Organization of American Historians 
~ will be the first in a series of public debates on civil rights intended to provoke 
public attention, interest and suppon of National Parks that interpret minority 
themes and figures. Participants will speak on how Washington and DuBois' 
different beliefs and rivalry are reflected in today's society, policies and leaders. 
Participants will also discuss how the teaching of history at NPS parks can be made 
more relevant to today's children and visitors. 

Another topic of discussion will be the unprecedented opportunity which exists for 
the NPS to work with scholars and local enthusiasts to engage the American public 
in a deeper understanding ofAfrican American slaves' quests for freedom and the 
role ofthe Underground Railroad in supporting their heroic flights to safety. NPS is 
proceeding within current authorizations to develop an Underground Railroad 
program. The program will combine park-based programs, school programs and 
public information vehicles - for instance, documentaries, travelling exhibits or 
designations of historic sites as part of the Underground Railroad. 

DATE AND TIME: Saturday, March 20. 1998 or Saturday, March 27, 1998; Any time mid-morning 
through lunch, depending on the First Lady's schedule. 

CONTACTS: Nat Wood, Special Assistant to the NPS Director, (202) 208-3080 
Mike Adlerstein, NPS New York Office, (212) 825-6882 
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February 1996, No.J National Park Service/Denver Service Center D-2 

The Underground Railroad was perhaps On must dmiiuitU:prottsx aaion c^ainst 
.tUiDPry in Tlnif^d States history. It was a clandestine operation, that began during 
ULU colonial period, later became part of organized abolitionL<;t activity in thp. 19th. 
century, and reached its peak in the period 1830-1865. Tim story of the 
Underground Rnilrord. is one of individual sacrifice and heroism in the efforts of 
tfLsUwi^d ptuple to reach frzedom from bondage. 

PURPOSE OF T H E STUDY 

In 1990 Congress directed tlic Natioiial Park Setrice 
to study how to best interpret anH cnnunPTnorat* the 
Undergionnii Radlroad, empbasiiiug the appronmate 
routes t?ibpn hy slaves escaping to froedom before tiie 
Civil War. Tlie Special Resource Study was 
complstad in cooperation with an advisory committee 
representing experts in hi.«;:t/̂ rir preservation, Afcican 
Amencan history, UniLeJ States history, arirl 
Tnembers of th« ganaral public y?ifli spedal interest 
and ejcperience in the Undersround Kailmad 

Underground Railroad Advisory Cominitt«^ 
M r . CKorlco Blockson, CKair 
MB. Barbara A- Hudson. Vice Chair 
Ma. Rose Powkatan (Fmuimkey), 3eCTetaiy 
MB. Vivian Abfiur-'RaTiirii 
Dr. TLuiuB^ Battle 
T>r. Anojlla BicMey 
Dr. John Fleming 
Ms. Glennettc Turner 
Dr. Robm "Winks 

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

The moet important findings ofthe study include the 
following: 

• The Underground Railroad storv- ia nationally 
significant 

Some elements of tte atory are represented in 
eyisting NPS unit'; and other sites, but many 
iuiportant i^souree types are not adequately 
popreeented and protected. 

Many sites raeet estabUaliKd criteria &r 
H<»snfnation as natinn?] historic 1•aT̂>̂Tnn>̂ll•.̂  

Some 3it£3 have very high potential fur 
pre.Sftrvatinn and visitor use. 

Many dtee arc in imminent danger of being lysL 
or deslxoyed. ' ' 

• No single sit© or route completely reflects and 
characterizes the Underground Railroad. The 
story and resources involve networks and i ^ons 
rather than izudividual sites and Imils. 

There is a tremendous amount of inttirest in lhe 
sut̂ ject, hiTt little organised coordination and 
cummunicauon among interested individuals and 
organizatioELS. 

- A viuicCy of partnership approaches would be 
most appropriate for the protection aTif] 
interpretation of thp. Underground Railroad — 
e.g., fedcfdl, sLate, and local govemments along 
with a variety of private sector involvement. 

The Special Resource Scady involved consultation 
with 34 states, two torritoriee, hundreds of interested 
individuals and organizations aronnd the country, &s 
well as connections -with Caaiadii Hnrj the Caribbean. 

Page 1 
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The study considered 380 siuggestions about potential 
sit^s of signLficancQ to the Underground Railroad 
sToiy. Additional research has identified 42 sitps us 
having the highest potential to meet esLahlished 
national histnnc landmark criteria for national 
ilguilicance. Derailed descriptions of 1'6 sites that 
appear to have the highest potential for prtstrvation 
and interpretation aTR provided in the study. 

THE CONCEPTS 

Five concepts have been developed for prcsei-ving, 
commemorating, and interprpting -resources 
associated -with the Underground Railroad. 
Management options for these concepts range from 
no federal action to the creation of n new nat̂ nn îl 
park aystem unit. All of Qiese concepts, with the 
exfsption of no action, are intended to enhance 
public -understanding and appreciation of the 
Underground Railroad and to preserve its many 
important rfi.vvurces. A no-action concept is nlr:̂  
induded to provide a base for comparing existing 
conditions with the other concepts. I t is important to 
note that while each mnrept could stand on ite own, 
certain elements cuuld be combined to better serve 
resource protaction and interpretation objectives. 

Concept A — At a ue-wly established 
commemorativft, interpretive, educational, nnj 
research center, viators would come to 
understand the whole story of the Underground 
Railroad and its signifirsnoe in their area or 
region and in United States history. Resources 
rfilnted to the Undorground Railroad would be 
fuUy iaveniflried and documented. 

ConceptB — An ajjpreciation ofthe 
Undexgruund Railroad would be accomplished by 
inaproving exifrting interprcti-ire programs Hnrj by 
implementing new programs that would provide 
visitors with a complete, in-depth understanding 
ofthe Underground Railroad while focusing ou 
local aspects of the story of the site. 

(>onrt?pt C — Viators would have an 
oppormnity to encounter a concentration of 
Underground Railroad resoorccs over a large 
geographic nrrv* (up to several hundred mUcs). 
These ureas could Include national historic 
landmarks and existing NPS -uaiits associated 
with the Undergrmmd "Railroad story, 
documented escape routes used by enslaved 
Americansj structurcG ond aitea associated wiLh 
personalities anri asperrts of the Underground 
Railroad stm-̂ , various landscapes si|:nificant to 
the Underground Railroad atory, x-nij 

opportunitie.s to illustrate the international 
connection to the Underground Railroad. 

Concept U — The history, meaning, 
significance, and legacy of the Undersround 
Railroad would be remembered through a single 
commemorative monument This monument 
would honor those people who risked or lost their 
Uves to escape the oppression of slavery «Tir) 
reach freedom on the Undergmnnd •Ra.llroad and 
those who assisljed thtm. 

Concept E — Visitors would have an 
opportunity to travel aloug trail systems that 
evoke the perilous experience encountered by 
those who sought freedom throii^'h escape on tVio 
Underground Railroad. A variety of natural 
resnnrres (e.g., swamps, foreste, and rivers) and 
cultural resources (e.g.. Underground Railrruad 
stations, homes of significant Lmlividuals, and 
archfiolo^rsl ?Htes) along these trail eyEtem;: 
vrould help to bring this story alive. A trail or 
trails would be designated through the Naiiuual 
Trails System Act of IflfiS, as amended. One 
option in implementing concept E would be to 
estahlish a govemment-danrtcred commission or 
fbundation to work toward establishment ofthe 
traiKs). 

Concept F (No Action) — The histniy, 
meaning, and dgnifirxnc^ ofthe Underground 
Railroad would mntinue at the current level of 
commemoration, interpretation, «nr| 
preservation. 

The study also includes an euvirDnmental 
assessment nf the potential impacte of the concepts. 
Decau^e the ideas presented ia this study are 
conceptual, the potential consequences can only be 
addressed in a geneml way. Should any ofthe 
action-oiieuicd concepts be implemented, specific 
environmental ooaeequonces would be evaluated 
durioe any necessary mAnagement pU-nTnT.g or 
Subsequent de-velopuieiit planning. 

RECOMM3ENDATION5 OF 1 H t 
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD ADVISORY 
COMMiri fcfc 

The Undergrounrt Railroad Advisory Committee 
actively advised the NPS Study team and national 
historic landmark theme study team tLroughout the 
development ofthe Sppn'al Resource Study. Their 
recommendaLiOijb are as follows: 

Page 2 



•02' 97(MONI i : 0 [ R. KENNEDY TEL:2( i89 P, 004 

That the U.S. Congress authorize a national 
Underground Railroad Commission and fund a 
national initiative tn si.ipport projects focusing on 
acti-vities assodated with the Under^ound 
Railroad. 

That concepts A-E iu Lhe Special Resource Study 
be pursued with equal -vigor and cimultancously 
as appropriate. 

That pubHc and private sector (corporate, 
university, orKanizational) partnerships be 
encouraged and pursued wherever posalblc H nd 
appropriate tn achieve tiio varying goals ofthe 
UnJerground Rafiroad project. 

That an interpretive hsndbook on the 
UndergroLuid Railroad be researched, written, 
and pubUshed, and that the -siring of non-NTS 
experts be used wherever possdble tn ensu'^ 
histotical accuracy and die broadest range of 
i nterpretatinn. 

That the mandate of the curnent Uiidei^ruund 
Kailmari Advisory Committee be ostended 
dirough the congressional funding and NPS 
implementation stages to ensure project 
continuity and to maintjiin project oversight 

TiiBt, rega-rdless of the existence of other 
cuugressioijal mandates or funding initiatives, 
the National Pork Service continue anr̂  
accelerate its eflbrt.<; Tr^gjirding the 
documentatioa and interpretation of the 
Undergrouxjd Railroad in oil porks, memorials, 
and trails within its jurisdiction. 

• That the National Capital Field Area Office of 
the National Park Service be authorized tn 
cocrdmate Underground Railroad acLivilies 
throughout the National Park Sendee. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT 

The stndy report was transmitted to Congress in 
early February 1996. 

Individual mp.mhe.r<; of Congress may propose 
IfigislaLion or action to the appropriations committees 
to follow up on some ofthe ideas in the study. 

Interested iudividuals and organizations will be 
working from the "gracG roots" to ideniify sites, 
route, and interpretive or commemorative 
opportunities. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND PROJ t C I .S 
UNDERWAY OR PROPOSED 

In addition to any action that. Congress may take on 
the Undergiwmd Railroad study, a variety of other 
acti-vities and projects -wiU commemorate r̂ ruj 
iuterpret this signi&cant part of American and world 
history. 

An interpretive brochure will depirt in tevt, 
maps, and illustratious die Underground 
Railroad story (available through t ic National 
Park Service in spring 1996). 

• A handbook -will be produced to intcrppct the 
Underground Railroad story m the larger rnntevt 
of American antebelltim society, including the 
history nf slavery and aholitionism. The 
handbook will also be a guide to representato-ve 
Underground Railroad sites. 

An iuldrual NPS task force wUl continue to work 
toward preeerving, commemoraliiig, and 
interpreting the Undergrmmd Railroad story. 
Mr. Vincent deForesL ofthe National Capital 
Field Area, (202) 619-7077, will be the 
coordinaior of NPS efforts to recognise the 
Underground Railroad. luitiadves could include 
(1) wfjrking toward estahlLshing an LntematieiiQl 
link with Mexico, (2) surveytng selected parks to 
find out what Undcrgrwind Railroad activities or 
programs reflect the story, (.S) developing 
educational mat/r'.piK on the Underground 
Railroad through tagrh^nfr Hiatoric 
Places Program and the Junior Ranger Program, 
(i) buriding on existing national hisLuric 
landmark designations and completing thematic 
iuvBuLories of Underground Railroad sites trom 
the Hictoric American Buildings Survey, 
National Kegi«ter nf Historic Haces, and similar 
lists, and (5) reviidng interpretive programs m 
national park system tmitG to include 
Underground Railroad issues. 

• An inrematiDnal exchange •̂ -nfj etudy tour 
involving the National Park Service and Parks 
Canada is underway. This pi-ugram will focus on 
sites in the Niajara Falls area, and eeek broader 
opporuiuides to link Canadian Black History 
Initiatives with sinular efforts in the U.S. 

The NPS Intemet home page wiU mclude key 
parts ofthe study report, induding the various 
concepts for interpretittion and commemoration, 
sites couiJdered, and information about other 
organiaations active in interpreting Undergi'ooud 
Railroad routes. Intemet address is as foUo-o ;̂ 
http://www.nps.govAmder^roundrr/ 

Page.S 
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In Cincinnati, die National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center, Inc. has made 
Substantial progress in seniring financial 
support from the private sector for a 
conmiemorative and interpretive center. 

NPS EtaflF have been correspondixtg Tnth membei s of 
the Ohio congressional delegation and the sponsors 
of the project to deCne how the National Park 
Service can be a partner in t>)i-. project, -while 
recognising tight constraints on federal funds. 

i ; N n F R (; R o u N D 
R . M L R O A D S T U D Y 
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FIR?r-Clj\SS MftIL 
POSTAGE St FF.F.S PAin 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
PERMIT NO. 

UhhlUAL BUSINESS 
PFNAI.TY FOR PRIVATE USE, J300 



05/20/1997 12:42 2022730896 NATL PK SV/C PAGE 01 

' United States Department of the Interior 

rNnpLrumTO: 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
P.O. Boa S71Z7 

Waihmgion, D.C SOOlS-7127 

FAX TRANSMISSION SHEET 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

DATE 

TO: 

FAX NUMBER:. 

FROM: jA/cPc^cpf ph 'X<!^'g' -?C? <S'O 

SUBJECT; 

NUMBER OF PAGES: (including eover) 

REMARKS: P/e<Z^(f. / / ^Jic^ ae-T y 

If thare h a problem, please call (202)208-4621, 
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6/19/97 evening 

NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD PROGRAM 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CONCEPT PAPER 

June 1997 

The Underground Railroad Special Resource Study required by 
Congress was printed i n September, 1995. The National Park 
Service i s now proceeding within current authorizat:ions to 
develop an Underground Railroad Program that uses i t s 
preservation and educational c a p a b i l i t i e s to formulate a h i s t o r i c 
context, i d e n t i f y h i s t o r i c places, establish educational 
programs, and create the thematic and cohesive l i n k i n g of these 
i n t o a National Underground Railroad Program. 

The i n i t i a t i v e s which comprise the program w i l l present the 
Underground Railroad w i t h i n the larger story of slavery and 
resistance to slavery i n the United States from the c o l o n i a l 
period_through the C i v i l War. As a h i s t o r i c narrative dispersed 
over time and space, the underground r a i l r o a d has both a 
legendary and a v e r i f i a b l e existence. The power of the legend i s 
evident i n the oral h i s t o r i e s and wr i t t e n l i t e r a t u r e that i t has 
inspired and i n i t s r e i t e r a t i o n of the values of i n d i v i d u a l 
conscience and i n i t i a t i v e . The essence of the Underground 
Railroad Program w i l l be the preservation and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
the authentic places that t e l l that multi-faceted story. 

The f o l l o w i n g iniciat:ives i n developing the National Underground 
Railroad Program are intended to be suggestive, not d e f i n i t i v e . 
The l i s t includes projects that are near completion and others i n 
an i n i t i a l planning stage. I t i s expected that more elements 
w i l l be added as programs within the National Park Service review 
t h e i r resources. 



06/20/1997 12:42 2022730696 NATL PK SVC PAGE .0 : 

NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD PROGRAM 

FUNDED 

Underground Rail road WanHhopX 
This Congressionally mandated publication i s being produced 
through the Harpers Ferry Design Center and w i l l a r t i c u l a t e the 
i n t e l l e c t u a l framework fo r the Service's program. Scheduled f o r 
a spring 1998 completion, i t combines essays by noted scholars 
Dr. Brenda Stevenson, Dr. Peter Ripley, and Owen Thomas with an 
intro d u c t i o n by Dr. Larry Gara, author of The LihPrr.v T.-inp and 
features by Dr. Marie Tyler-McGraw. i t i s intended as a guide 
fo r program development within the National Park Service as well 
as an i l l u s t r a t e d and accessible handbook f o r the general public. 

Multiple Property Contf^xt 
This document i s designed to assist individuals, communities, and 
states i n the nomination of properties to the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places and f o r designation as National H i s t o r i c 
Landmarks, using the multiple property system of submission 
appropriate f o r a national theme such as the Underground 
Railroad. The report w i l l contain a h i s t o r i c context, the state 
of current scholarship, a methodology fo r researching the 
underground r a i l r o a d at specific sites, a bibliography, and 
provide preliminary standards f o r assessing associated h i s t o r i c 
places. The h i s t o r i c a l context w i l l also examine t y p i c a l forms 
and methods of escape, the role of organized vigilance 
committees, the undocumented assistance of slaves and free 
blacks, and the d i f f i c u l t i e s i n marking precise geographical 
sites while attempting to convey the antislavery a c t i v i t i e s of 
cer t a i n communities, households, individuals, and r e l i g i o u s and 
p o l i t i c a l factions. This document i s being prepared under the 
d i r e c t i o n of the Keeper of the National Register. Contact: Carol 
Shull (202) 343-9504. 

National Register and National Hi stnr-i r T,anrim;:.T-k̂  
The National Park Service has contracted f o r the preparation of 
National H i s t o r i c Landmark nominations f o r a number of properties 
i d e n t i f i e d e a r l i e r as s i g n i f i c a n t to the Underground Railroad 
Study. The multiple property documentation form and completed 
nominations w i l l serve as models and w i l l be disseminated to 
parks, state h i s t o r i c preservation o f f i c e s , and other nominating 
a u t h o r i t i e s . 
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F i e l d RMidy 

The Office of International A f f a i r s , NPS, w i l l sponsor an eight-
day f i e l d study of underground r a i l r o a d sites i n Ohio, Michigan 
and Ontario, Canada scheduled to take place i n September 1997 ' 
Participants w i l l prepare a report that w i l l o u t l i n e strategies 
f o r i n t e r p r e t i n g the underground r a i l r o a d i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
context. Contact: Vincent DeForest (202) 619-7077 or Barbara 
Tagger (404) 331-6131, 

I n t e r p r e t i n g the Undprgronnd Railroari 
Using the i n t e l l e c t u a l parameters established i n the handbook and 
the m u l t i p l e property context, t h i s pamphlet w i l l provide further 
guidance to members of the public interested i n i n v e s t i g a t i n g and 
i n t e r p r e t i n g p o t e n t i a l sites as well as to administrators of 
properties associated with the underground r a i l r o a d story The 
pamphlet w i l l present a h i s t o r i c context, a methodology f o r 
researching the Underground Railroad at specific s i t e s with case 
studies, and an annotated bibliography. I n t e r p r e t i v e issues such 
as the use of maps, f o l k l o r e , music, published memoirs, l o c a l 
h i s t o r i e s , and oral narratives w i l l be examined. Like 
Interprfininq Women's History in the Natinni^i P^ri^ .ĝT-.rj i t 
w i l l be designed f o r use inside as well as outside the National 
Park Service. Projected completion date i s October, 1997 
Contact: Dr. Marie Tyler-McGraw (202) 343-5380. 

Park E d u r a t i o n Parkpr.g 

Education/Information packets w i l l be sent to each park to assist 
the education program. The packet w i l l contain the handbook, 
mul t i p l e property context, i n t e r p r e t i v e pamphlet, and other 
materials that w i l l help a l l parks develop educational programs 
on the underground r a i l r o a d . These programs may be complete i n 
themselves or be used to supplement such a c t i v i t i e s as the Junior 
Ranger program. 
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UNFUNDED 

Lesson Planp; [$50,000] 
The Teaching with H i s t o r i c Places program would f a c i l i t a t e the 
development of lesson plans for underground r a i l r o a d s i t e s l i s t e d 
i n the National Register of Historic Places, especially those 
i d e n t i f i e d through the Multiple Property Context Study. The 
lessons w i l l be modeled a f t e r those created by the Teaching with 
H i s t o r i c Places program f o r other h i s t o r i c s ites and would 
develop classroom-ready teaching materials f o r dissemination i n a 
series of nationwide workshops f o r teachers. This program has 
received awards f o r the q u a l i t y of i t s educational materials. 
Contact Beth Boland, National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places, (202) 
343-9545. I n addition. Parks as Classrooms program w i l l 
encourage the development of curricula and related educational 
programs related to the underground r a i l r o a d . Contact- Bob 
Huggins, (202) 565-1056. 

Traveling Exhibit [$30,000] 
Based on the handbook and including images from the National 
Register, National His t o r i c Landmarks, and other documented 
si t e s . Harpers Ferry would design a trav e l i n g e x h i b i t . The 
Public Programs Division of the National Endowment f o r the 
Humanities has indicated a willingness to assist i n providing and 
scheduling venues. 

Travpl Ttinprar--} AH [$50,000] 
As ad d i t i o n a l sites and structures are i d e n t i f i e d and nominated 
to the National Register the National Register would develop one 
or more t r a v e l i t i n e r a r i e s , similar to those prepared f o r the 
Georgia and Florida coast, south and west Texas, and the American 
Southwest. These multi-color maps would be available on the UGRR 
web page and d i s t r i b u t e d widely outside the NPS, possibly through 
a commercial d i s t r i b u t e r . 

Fi1m and Video 
An educational f i l m on the history and material culture of the 
underground r a i l r o a d might be produced i n partnership with a 
cable or network channel. In addition, the History Channel has 
agreed to produce a fifteen-minute introduction to the 
Underground Railroad f o r National Park Service t r a i n i n g and 
outreach purposes. 
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N a t i o n a l r n n f P r P r ] ^ ^ p 

A national conference would bring together scholars from the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico to discuss the current state of 
scholarship on the underground r a i l r o a d . The conference would 
produce a book of essays published by an academic press The 
Underground Railroad Museum i n Cincinnati i s planning i t s own 
conference with the assistance of Professor James 0. Horton and 
the National Park Service may want to become a co-sponsor along 
with The Gilder Lehrman I n s t i t u t e of American History, 

H i s t o r i c Amer-ican Bu i l d i n g s S u r v e v / H i s t n r i r •Rnaineeri ng Rpr.nrd 
(HABS/HAER) [$40,000. per property] 
HABS/HAER has i d e n t i f i e d documented structures associated with 
the underground r a i l r o a d . This documentation, which includes 
measured drawings, large-format photography and short h i s t o r i e s , 
provides both baseline data for planning r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and 
resto r a t i o n work and support for preservation and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
e f f o r t s . HABS/HAER records are archived i n the Prints and 
Photographs Division of the Library of Congress. HABS/HAER 
documentation techniques should be considered f o r other 
properties established as related to the underground r a i l r o a d . 

Archeological lnitiativ«=. 
The purpose of the Archeological I n i t i a t i v e i s to assemble 
archeological information about the underground r a i l r o a d , 
i d e n t i f y the range of archeological property types associated 
with i t s histo r y , and nominate nationally s i g n i f i c a n t places as 
National H i s t o r i c Landmarks or for l i s t i n g i n the National 
Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. The archeological i n i t i a t i v e w i l l 
emphasize professional archeological and preservationist 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n through a cooperative agreement with the Society 
for H i s t o r i c a l Archeology. This cooperative e f f o r t includes 
educational and in t e r p r e t i v e a c t i v i t i e s plus creation of a 
contact network f o r those concerned with the archeological and 
ethnographic resources of the Underground Railroad. 

National H i s t o r i c Landmark and National Register NnminaM'nn;^ 
[$50,000] 
Funding i s needed to prepare additional National H i s t o r i c 
Landmark and National Register of Historic Places nominations as 
research uncovers additional properties. The Underground 
Railroad Handbook, the pamphlet on Inte r p r e t i n g the Underground 
Railroad and the Multiple Context Property Study w i l l each 
contribute to an understanding of a research methodology f o r such 
nominations,, 
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Ethnography I n i ^ ^ a t ^ ^ 7 q [$250,000] 
The ethnography i n i t i a t i v e i s a community-based i n i t i a t i v e 
emphasizing the perspectives and knowledge of people affected by 
the Underground Railroad and i t s social, p o l i t i c a l , and economic 
contexts. I t incorporates African American voices i n the study 
and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the past so that i t s reconstruction i s not 
only by c u l t u r a l outsiders but developed i n tandem with people 
whose ancestors experienced that past. Accomplishing t h i s goal 
requires a community/university/park network to systematically 
gather information, f o r example, through community oral h i s t o r i e s 
and mapping of social space and place, about the Underground 
Railroad and associated sites, structures, objects and both 
c u l t u r a l and natural landscapes i n and aroudn national parks. 
The NPS ethnography program i s a catalyst i n the process. I t 
w i l l (a) forge alliances among parks, communities, and Cultural 
Anthropology Departments i n H i s t o r i c a l l y Black Colleges and other 
u n i v e r s i t i e s concerned with African American experiences, (b) 
formulate ethnographic community approaches to developing data 
that communities deem relevant to understanding the Underground 
Railroad resources. Over 5 years, t h i s i n i t i a t i v e would 
establish the community-university-park i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , provide 
t r a i n i n g , and fund innovative community and graduate student 
projects. Outcomes include resource data, models f o r community-
university-park i n t e r a c t i o n , mobile exhibits f o r parks and 
communities, and African American partners i n resource 
protection. 

Special Marker Program 
Special markers f o r a l l underground r a i l r o a d sites and structures 
l i s t e d i n the National Register or designated National H i s t o r i c 
Landmarks. The marker would be purchased by sites wishing to 
p a r t i c i p a t e and would heighten public recognition of the 
Underground Railroad Program and create a v i s i b l e i d e n t i t y f o r 
associated properties. 

Underground Railroad Wehsitp anH Cnmpnt̂ i.T- n^^c; [$500,000] 
Using material developed for the handbook, multiple property 
context, i n t e r p r e t i v e pamphlet, and National Register and 
National H i s t o r i c Landmark documentation, the Park History 
Program would produce a website. Designed as an educational 
t o o l , the website would contain well-researched and a u t h o r i t a t i v e 
materials on the underground r a i l r o a d , l i n k s to related s i t e s , 
bibliographies, and underground r a i l r o a d research materials, ' i t 
may also contain primary h i s t o r i c research material through a 
partnership with a major university. While the website and i t s 
related programs would remain the central on-line repository f o r 
the National Underground Railroad Program, the new informational 
technologies of the l a s t decade w i l l be p e r i o d i c a l l y reassessed 
fo r t h e i r educational and informational effectiveness. 
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One or Two-Day .Sf;minfirp [$6,000 each/two days] 
A series of short seminars on the underground r a i l r o a d would be 
designed to provide an introduction to the subject f o r park 
service personnel and encourage self study. The seminars may be 
j o i n t l y sponsored by the National Park Service and George 
Washington University. 

Demonstration Prnj^rt-c, [$50,000] 
The National Park Service would select two or more parks to 
serve as i n t e r p r e t i v e demonstration areas. These parks would 
receive focused assistance f o r the development of educational 
exhibits and programs i n support of the underground r a i l r o a d 
program. 

Future ConnPfitionfi [unfunded] 
As the Underground Railroad Program develops, additional 
connections w i l l be made to educational i n s t i t u t i o n s , school 
systems, and especially, h i s t o r i c a l l y black colleges and 
un i v e r s i t i e s . The Education Development and Demonstration 
Cluster at the National Endowment fo r the Humanities i s cur r e n t l y 
discussing the p o s s i b i l i t y of teacher i n s t i t u t e s and technology 
development with the underground r a i l r o a d as the theme. 

SUMMARY: The i n i t i a t i v e s , projects and resources l i s t e d i n t h i s 
Concept Paper are linked by t h e i r fundamental task of combining 
sound scholarship with the tangible and v i s i b l e world i n which 
most Americans l i v e . The United States i s i n a period of 
profound social, economic and technological change. The ethnic 
composition and national origins of the American public are 
changing even as we continue to reinterpret our past to make the 
story more inclusive. The Underground Railroad Program o f f e r s 
an opportunity to enrich our educational programs and to meet the 
needs of the National Park Service to research and i n t e r p r e t i t s 
resources. 

In carrying out these goals. The Associate Director, Cultural 
Resources, Stewardship & Partnerships w i l l seek the appointment 
of a committee of scholars and educators to advise on, and ensure 
the q u a l i t y of, the Underground Railroad. Technical assistance 
through the regional and support offices i s available f o r a l l 
non-National Park Service underground r a i l r o a d s i t e s . Assistance 
fo r many of the above-listed projects may be i n the form of 
advice i n the areas of preservation planning, i n t e r p r e t a t i o n or 
documentation. At the present time, there i s no special account 
fo r these a c t i v i t i e s . 


