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Bniiid <^Mtts ^mtz 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 31, 1999 
The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House M <in » " \t 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: \ ^ 

We are writing to express our disappointment that the admimstration has 
chosen not to fulfill the requirement in Public Law 104-45, the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995, 
to establish the U.S. Embassy to Israel in Jerusalem no later than May 31, 1999. We understand 
that you intend to make use of the Act's waiver provision, section 7(a), to malce it pcssible for the 
State Department, despite the failure to move the embassy, to expend all the funds for acquisition 
and maintenance of buildings abroad. We strongly urge you not to issue the waiver-

Non-fulfillment of the law does no good to the U.S.-Israeli relationship or 
to prospects for Arab-Israeli peace. Establishing our Embassy in Jerusalem would constructively 
demonstrate U.S. support for Israel and, in particular, for Israel's national rights tmder 
international law. Attacks on Israel's rights in Jerusalem have been an important means of trying 
to delegitimate Israel generally. The United States should signal without equivocation that we 
will reject any effort to divide the United States firom Israel regarding Jerusalem. Unrealistic 
expectations-on the Palestinians' side about Jerusalem are harmful to prospects for peace. The 
administration's refusal to comply with the Jerusalem Embassy Relocation Act tends to feed such 
expectations. 

Invoking the Act's waiver provision would be inconsistent with the intent 
of Congress and flout the relevant colloquy by Senators Dole and Kyi just before the Senate 
passed the legislation. In that colloquy, Senator Dole said: "The President cannot lawfiilly 
invoke this waiver simply because he thinks it would be better tiot to move our embassy to 
Jerusalem or simply because he thinks it would be better to move it at a later time. The waiver is 
designed to be read and interpreted narrowly. It was included to give the President limited 
flexibility to ensure that this legislation will not harm U.S. national security interests in the event 
of an emergency or unforeseen change in circumstances." When asked: "What is the 
significance ofthe phrase 'national security interests' as opposed to 'national interests'?" Senator 
Dole replied: "This is the way we are ensuring that the waiver will not permit the President to 
negate the legislation simply on the grounds that he disagrees with the policy. 'National security 
interests' is much narrower than the term 'national mterest' and it is a higher standard than 
'national interest.' The key word is security." 

As the parties move toward "final status" negotiations, the United States 
should take care not to imdermine the talks, which mvoking the section 7(a) waiver would tend 
to do. It is therefore desirable for the Congress and the administration to reach a meeting ofthe 
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laixn, iiyi vu iiivuxvw ^ We sftongly urge you, i„ good fa i f t . . . . invoke • l - ^ r l ^ f l ^ ' j r f ^ ^ . l ^ ^ i ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
; to do so, 

jptable del 

capital of Israel. 

We believe this is the best way to satisfy the requirements of tiie law and 
the legitimate concems of all parties. And it would serve the cause of peace. 

We look forward to working with you on this matter. 

Sincerely, 
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Vhê embassy moVe is conlro-. 
^ S i r t S e Jemflalom_̂ hfla 
|P^hi8t.rlc^. and r.h^^^^ 

If 
S fiast ̂ eruflalom .in B fiftdd^ 

- »lBtaei'& effftrt, bUtwovild.rê  
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.tional: aeeurity:*y-tangling thfr-
Middle'EBfltpeace/tfoceflf ' . 

NiY ) Baid ho doeBh't thli^ 
- friV'ttite^embaBsy totJenl̂ al̂ m, 

• pw6d "toy netiona-«ecurity nSK 
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Smtol States ̂ enatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 21,1999 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President ofthe United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 2O500 

Dear Mr. President: 

deeolv disappointed lhat you chose to exercise the waiver provision contained in 
t S L s v ^ f % 5 . JcSalem is Israel's capital and the Admimstration should We are 

the Jerusalem Embassy Act 
have long ago recognized that feet 

rr̂  ^T,«r̂ *vnmvidfid in the Jerusalem Embassy Act does not apply to the other 

,̂ rô A:r̂ rr«ro.̂ o.,o.̂ ^̂ ^̂  
astatetnent 
should remain 
there. 

As permanent status negotiations ^preach, we that America's approach to 
Jerusal^t^Sbased onU.S. 1^. as stated inthe Jerusalem Embassy Act 

Sincerely, 

of U S poUcy that is lhe law ofthe land and is not subject to w^v t̂ Jerusal^ 
^ ^ t ^ l i should be recognized as Isi^l's capital, with our Embassy located 


