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When Politics Interferes With Sm

History is replete with instances of how
human progress and the process of discovery
have bwn stifled by the lmposmun of polmoL
r deological beliefs oo indep
scientific mquuy and exploration. Qur natica

naw threatens to provide the latest example of ©

such unfortunate interference as the result of

two recent appellate court rulings involving the
National Academy of Sciences. -

In a decision issued May 6, the USS. Court of

Appeals for the District of Columbia affirmed *
its earlier ruling that pancls formed by the .
Academy of Sciences to study difficult and .

often controversial issues for federal agencies

- or Congress are subject to the 1972 Federal

Ad\nsory Committee Act (FACA). Thu h'
d to control g
Sory committees, reqmmdlhatu:hmbe
d by their

closely P .
and that they provide public acceds to their

deliberations and working documents.

There are two fundamental problems with
applying this law to the Academy of Sciences
and.by:xtmion,loiuafﬁﬁatedwgm_in—

strom in which the Nahonzl Aeronautics and
Space Administration and its contractors were
then embroiled. A commiltee of experts con-.

_manths, focusing from the outset on develop-
ment of objective, quality standards for the -
. boosters’ redesign and the shumess:fe rclum
loﬂlgh!. .

"Demetnos Hzpadametnod D

A Solution Under Our

o control tIIegul immigration, elgforce the Iabor laws.

ln_lhe ﬂ:r&up of concern for da!—mute

about our approach to coatrolling illegal
immigration is being lost. Namely, penaliz-

- tions—the National Academy of Engi

!helnwtu!eolMedmeandtheNaml
Research Council

F’mmeeouns.mhngmmm!he'

explicit statement of legislative inteat in ldmt

ing employers for hiring unauthorized

Faibng to (alh' this prescription mh
us appear Mel m‘mned' about the '

aonﬂaguesqueﬁmdmmﬁwtdebaum
the measure, the act’s sponsor, Rep. Chet
Holifield of California, stated: “Tbe act does pot
apply to persons or organizaticns which have
cootractual relationships with federal agencies
por to advisory committees not directly estab-
lished by or for such agencies. As the geatie-
man knows, the National Academy of Sci
was founded by Congress and, therefore, it
comeomdenhatnl:gwy

Even worse than this obvious case of joficial - 3
revisionism is the chilling effect that intposition

of the act’s provisions would have on the ability

and lmnan rights mnnhnh. about

o(thendemycumpluloprwlde biased

presidenti
retary ol  state Wl.lh:m Rogers loushtout !he
h Councll to

of the space shuttle’s solid rocket boosters.
recognizing the importance of keeping this vital
endeavor independent of the political mael




