
O-./GO/gy WED 10:55 F.\X 202 395 7901 OCA IfilOOi 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Tom Friedman 
From; Leslie Byrne 
Subject; Presidential initiative on heanng aids for children 
Date; 7/30/97 

The attached Email sites a problem, I believe the President should address. It fits two 
consistent themes of the Administration, greater fairness in health care coverage and 
allowing every child to reach his or her potential. 

In the area of health care, the President took the lead in proposing to stop "drive-by 
baby deliveries" health coverage for children of the working poor (budget bill) and 
tobacco use by children. In education, no one has been a stronger proponent for 
putting our schools on-line, standardized national testing, reading proficentcy and other 
needed programs. 

Along side putting a computer in every classroom, this may seem low tech but the 
President could propose that every school age hearing impaired child, must have 
access to hearing aids where appropriate, To accomplish this, he could make tt part of 
his education initiative, in which the Department of Education give grants to either 
parents (means tested?) or a block grant to states to cover hearing aids, The other 
approach would be legislation to require insurance companies to cover hearing aids for 
children. 

Mrs Weiderhold makes a valid point about age discrimination and the harm done to 
hearing impaired children who cannot fully participate In the classroom with out the 
help of hearing aids. 

I'd be interested to hear what you think of this idea as part of the President's back-to 
schoo) message. 
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F Weiderhold 3rd <FREDNETHYL@prodigy.net> 
hearing a i d coverage f o r c h i l d r e n 
J u l y 
822 

28, 1997 at 1:24:06 am EDT 

Dear Mrs. C l i n t o n , 

I am w r i t t i n g t o you today because my eight_year o l d daugther J e n n i f e r , = 
was j u s t diagnosed w i t h progressive bi-LaSeral hearing l o s s . To my -
surprise and dismay our insurance provider, U.S. Healthcare, does not -
cover the hearing aids t h a t are so c r i t i c a l t o Jennie's c o g n i t i v e , -- ^ 
s o c i a l , and emotional development. To a c h i l d , hearing i s a c r u c i a l -
method t o i n t e r p r e t s i g n a l s r e l a t e d t o education, s a f e t y , personal = 
s k i l l s , p s y c h o l o g i c a l growth, i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h other c h i l d r e n , and a = 
host of other s t i m u l i t h a t most of us take f o r granted. We also 
discovered t h a t these devices are covered under U.S. Healthcare s 
medicare p o l i c y . I n other words, i f she were e l d e r l y she would be -
covered, but since she i s a c h i l d she i s not. This sounds an awful l o t =^ 
l i k e age d i s c r i m i n a t i o n t o me. Her e n t i r e l i f e i s e f f e c t e d by t h i s loss -
of hearing. She i s a b r i g h t c h i l d , but does not do w e l l i n school = 
because she cannot hear the teachers. She can't share secrets w i t h her r-
f r i e n d s because i f they whisper loud enough f o r her t o hear, everyone = 
else does too. I f she i s r i d i n g her bike -she can't hear a car coming up -
behind her, and i f she i s f a r enough away she wouldn't hear me y e l l t o -
her. =20 

These are not e l e c t i v e devices. Nor are they cheap. The FM system t h a t = 
was recommended t o us, t h a t would give her the best r e s u l t i n the open -
classroom environment of her school, i s $ 1700.00 a piece. We l i v e = 
paycheck t o paycheck l i k e most f a m i l i e s , and $3400.00 i s an impossible -
amount t o come up w i t h . E s pecially when the doctor wants payment m 
f u l l up f r o n t . We can't even a f f o r d t o take out a loan. As a mother -
I'm sure you can appreciate how we f e e l not being able t o provide the = 
best possible system f o r our c h i l d . We must s e t t l e f o r one basics-
hearing a i d which w i l l not e l i m i n a t e the background noise i n her -
classroom. To pay f o r i t my husband worked one hundred t h i r t y two hours -
i n two weeks. =2 0 

This i s something t h a t needs t o be addressed i n the h e a l t h reform issues = 
you are p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n . These devices are not cosmetic, they are -
necessary f o r her w e l l being. We are appealing our insurance p r o v i d e r s -
decision not t o cover hearing aids. We shouldn't have t o . 

Thank you f o r your time and consideration i n t h i s matter. 

Joan Weiderhold, 


