
M E M O R A N D U M 

A number of people have mentioned to us that it would be useful to look at some of the policy 
initiatives being developed at the state level. As a result, the Communications Research Office has put 
together the following draft document outlining some of the proposals that have been offered by 
governors from around the country. 

Please let us know if you have any questions regarding the material we have provided or 
suggestions for other information we should gather. 
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POLICIES & PROPOSALS OF VARIOUS GOVERNORS 

The following are policy initiatives and proposals that have been offered or implemented by 
governors around the country: 

TAX CUTS 

1) Gov. George Bush (R-TX): Suspend Taxes on School Items Before Classes Start 
According to the San Antonio Express-News, Gov. Bush "has proposed eliminating the sales tax 
on over-the-counter medicines, suspending the sales tax on some school items before classes start 
every year, and exempting 176,000 small businesses from the state's franchise tax." [San Antonio 
Express-News. 10/18/98] 

EDUCATION 

2) Gov. George Bush (R-TX): Lone Star Leaders Initiative 
According to the fact sheet on "Lone Star Leaders: The Governor's 'Right Choices' Children's 
Initiative," includes: 

After School Initiative to Target High Risk Middle Schoolers ~ a two-year, $25 million 
after-school initiative targeting up to 50,000 middle schoolers in high risk, high crime 
areas. Risk taking behavior spikes dramatically during the middle school years. The fimds 
will be provided in the form of grants to local school districts to support high quality, 
after-school programs during hours when juvenile crime rises sharply and many parents are 
still at work; 

Mentoring Initiative — coordinated by the Texas Commission on Volunteerism and 
Community Service to expand, encourage and support mentoring efforts and recommend 
legislative proposals to boost mentoring; 

Early Childhood Development Initiative - led by Texas First Lady Laura Bush, to arm 
parents and care givers with vital child health and development information for their 
critical early years; 

Expanded Citizenship/Character Ediication — in schools and communities to reinforce 
universal values of honesty, hard work, civic participation; and 

Aggressive Abstinence Campaign ~ with grant fimding for local, community based 
abstinence programs (approximately $7 million will be distributed over the next year, in 
addition to fiinds already awarded) and a statewide media campaign to encourage young 
people to save sex for marriage. ["Lone Star Leaders: The Governor's "Right Choices" 
Children's Initiative" fact sheet from the Gov. George Bush web page] 



3) Gov. Bush (R-TX): End Automatic Promotion of Students 
In his "Excellence in Education," fact sheet Gov. George Bush proposes "ending the automatic 
promotion of students who cannot pass minimum skills test. " ["Excellence in Education" fact 
sheet from the Bush-98 web page] 

4) Gov. Bush (R-TX): 100,000 Texans Pass AP Exam by 2003 
Also in his "Excellence in Education," fact sheet Gov. George Bush proposes to: "Significantly 
expand the advanced placement program to challenge our best, brightest students. " In his 
"Education Funding" initiative fact sheet, Gov. Bush proposed to spend "$18 million to expand 
the Advanced Placement Program toward the goal of100,000 Texas students passing the AP exam 
by 20003." ["Excellence in Education" and "Education Funding" fact sheet from the Bush-98 web 
page] 

5) Gov. Tom Ridge (R-PA): Ensuring Students Can Read by the 3rd Grade Through "Read to 
Succeed" 
A "Read to Succeed"fact sheet describes it as "a new plan to ensure that Pennsylvania students 
are skilled readers before they leave the third grade. 'Read to Succeed' - a four-year, $100 
million program — will help end social promotion at an early age by providing assistance to 
ensure that Pennsylvania's third grade students meet third-grade reading standards." ["Read to 
Succeed" fact sheet from the Ridge98 web page] 

6) Gov. George Pataki (R-NY): Keep Schools Open until 7 O'clock with "Advantage Schools" 
And this session let's enact a statewide pilot program of Advantage Schools which will give local 
school districts the option of keeping schools open until 7 o'clock in the evening. Advantage 
Schools will allow our new Office of Children and Family Services to work with our schools to 
provide children with a secure, structured environment, where they can take part in a range of 
activities, from getting extra help in math to leaming how to use the Intemet. It will give parents 
the freedom to pick up their children after work. And it gives us an excellent opportunity to 
strengthen our anti-drug education efforts." [Gov. George Pataki's "1998 State of the State 
Address"] 

7) Gov. John Rowland (R-CT): 300 New Reading Teachers 
"Governor Rowland is emphasizing the need for reading instruction by proposing $10 million in 
additional state spending to put up to 300 new teachers or paraprofessionals in the classroom to 
enhance reading instruction in grades one and two. This is one of the most important targeted 
investments in primary education in the last decade. " ["Governor John Rowland Announces 
Education Proposals for 1998," press release, 1/7/98] 

Gov. Rowland (R-CT): Allow School Boards to Close Schools that Fail to Improve 
Achievement 
"/ intend to propose legislation that would allow a local school board to close down a school i f it 
consistently fails to improve student achievement. The school board would then have the power to 
reopen the school with new staff and a new administration overriding.collective bargaining 
agreements or any other barrier that has prevented this in the past " ["Remarks of Governor John 
G. Rowland to the State Board of Education," 1/7/98] 



9) Gov. Rowland (R-CT): Require Schools to Constantly Contact Parents of Truant Students 
"To address the problem of truancy I want to increase parental involvement by requiring that 
schools constantly contact the parents of truant students and the appropriate local and state 
agencies. I f parents are looking the other way we have to put the problem in their lap so it cannot 
be ignored." ["Remarks of Governor John G. Rowland to the State Board of Education," 1/7/98] 

10) Gov. Tommy Thompson (R-WI): Youth Apprenticeship programs 
"In 1992, Governor Thompson created one of the nation's first Youth Apprenticeship programs, 
modeled after the highly successful German apprenticeship programs. This program allows high 
school juniors and seniors to combine traditional school-based learning with mentored leaming 
at local businesses and industries. For example, students attend classes during the morning, then 
ply their chosen craft in a place of business in the afternoon. Students are paid at least minimum 
wage, receive a regular high school diploma, and earn a certificate of mastery that helps them i f 
they go directly into the workforce or on to technical college after high school. Today, almost 
1,300 high school students are learning rewarding careers in such fields as auto technology, 
printing, architectural drafting, mechanical design, and tourism -15 in all, with another three 
programs in development." ["Governor Thompson on Education" fact sheet from the 
Thompson98 web page] 

PREVENTING CRIME 

11) Gov. Howard Dean (D-VT): Confiscate Cars of Drunk Drivers 
From Gov. Dean's 1998 State of the State speech, "Other states and other nations have managed 
to effectively deal with drunk driving by taking bold steps such as confiscation of cars, lengthy 
imprisonments, and enormous fines for even the first offense... We need forfeiture or 
immobilization of cars, serious and immediate sanctions for first time offenders, changes in the 
arrest laws to make it easier for the police to do their jobs, and video cameras in police cruisers...I 
submit to you that there must be a cheaper and more effective way to keep them [drunk drivers] off 
the roads. Confiscation of cars is such a plan." [Govemor Howard Dean's 1998 State of the State 
and Budget Address, 1/6/98] 

12) Gov. Bush (TX): Automatic Detention for Teen With Guns 
" I want to have automatic detention for a child who gets caught illegally carrying a gun in the 
state of Texas. " [Gov. George W. Bush Addresses Supporters and Media (CNN), 11/4/98 ] 

13) Gov. Bush (TX): Target High-Crime Zip Codes With Juvenile Probation Officers 
"/ want to team juvenile probation officers with police in high- crime zip codes to ferret out the 

few who are committing most of the violent crime in the state of Texas. " [Gov. George W. Bush 
Addresses Supporters and Media (as broadcasted by CNN), 11/4/98 ] 

14) Gov. Bush (R-TX): "InnerChange" Provides Bible-Based Prerelease Program for Inmates 
"InnerChange is one of the boldest experiments in criminal rehabilitation ever attempted in 
America. It's the nation's first-ever, 24-hours-a-day, Bible- and valuê based prerelease program, 
aimed at helping inmates achieve spiritual and moral'transformation." ["Major Initiatives:jrhe 
InnerChange Freedom Initiative" fact sheet from Gov. George Bush's web page] 



15) Gov. George Pataki (R-NY): Prevent Domestic Violence Victims from Being Arrested for 
Defending Themselves 
"Governor Pataki in 1997 signed a landmark reform that ensures victims of domestic violence are 
not arrested simply for defending themselves from attack, thus being victimized a second time. The 
Primary Aggressor law requires the police to arrest only the primary physical aggressor in 
response to a domestic violence complaint. The law has been hailed by experts as a key weapon in 
New York's effort to become a 'zero tolerance' state when it comes to violence against women, and 
it continues the Empire State's leadership role in changing its laws to better protect victims of 
domestic violence." ["Protecting the Public" fact sheet from Gov. Pataki Home Page] 

16) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): 5 More Years in Prison for Violence Against Elders 
According to Thompson's crime accomplishment fact sheet, in Wisconsin "[ajnother five years in 
prison is tacked on the sentence of anyone who commits an act of violence against anyone 62 
years of age or older. " ["Governor Thompson on Crime" fact sheet" from the Thompson98 web 
page] 

CHILDREN 

17) Gov. Howard Dean (D-VT): Youth Corps 
"Governor Dean began the youth corps during his time as Lieutenant Governor in 1988. In each 
of the Youth Corps programs, sixteen to twenty-one year old Vermonters work and study together 
in crews of eight to twelve. In addition to youth education and job training, a major focus of the 
Youth Corps programs is the completion of conservation projects. These projects are performed 
on public lands throughout Vermont and are selected based on need. Crews work on many 
different types of projects including trail construction and maintenance, foot bridge construction, 
timber stand improvement, creek and watershed restoration, park management, and facility 
improvement." ["Govemor Howard Dean's Initiatives" from the Virtual Office of Vermont 
Govemor Howard Dean web page] 

18) Gov. Dean (D-VT): "Success by Six" Enhances Days Care, Nutrition and Literacy Programs 
In his 1998 State of the State speech. Gov. Dean described his Success by Six program, "We now 
offer home visits to 70% of all the children in Vermont within the first two weeks of their birth. 
Through Success by Six, we are providing families with enhanced day care, nutrition and literacy 
programs, as well as education and support to help mothers and fathers become better parents... 
So far, the results of these prevention programs are stunning. There's been a 20% drop in teenage 
pregnancy in the state of Vermont in the last 4 years. While some other states have recorded a 
decline, none has been able to reduce teen pregnancy by the magnitude that Vermont has. Even 
more spectacularly, physical abuse among Vermont children ages O-to-6 has dropped 42 percent 
in the last six years. And child sexual abuse victims ages O-to-6 have declined 49 percent since 
1991. " [Govemor Howard Dean's 1998 State of the State and Budget Address, 1/6/98] 



19) Gov. Bush (R-TX): "Second Chance" Group Homes for Unmarried Teen-age Mothers 
According to the July 29,1998 Austin Statesman, "The govemor's office Tuesday announced a 
pilot program aimed at setting up group homes for unmarried teen-age mothers. The proposed 
Second Chance centers would teach personal responsibility, discourage repeat pregnancies and 
encourage job readiness and employment, according to Bush's office. Bids from companies and 
community and religious-based organizations wanting to run the centers are due to the Department 
of Protective and Regulatory Services by Sept. 11. Bush hopes to have homes opened on a test 
basis in Dallas, Harris, Bexar and Hildalgo counties by the end of the year." [Austin American-
Statesman. 7/29/98] 

20) Gov. Rowland (R-CT): Create '211' Infoline to Aid Families in Crisis 
"Governor Rowland is proposing an exciting new initiative that would create the first fully 

functional and truly statewide '211' system in the nation. Just as 911 provides emergency 
response and 411 provides phone information, 211 would provide a broad range of information to 
those who are in crisis or in need of social service information. The Governor proposes to build 
upon the existing infrastructure of the United Way of Connecticut's Infoline program. Infoline has 
a series of services that aid Connecticut families in crisis dealing with numerous problems: 
substance abuse; domestic violence; financial, legal and fuel assistance; prenatal, health and 
home care; employment; senior and respite services; transportation; food assistance; suicide and 
family counseling; elder services; support groups; housing; crisis intervention; and child care, to 
name a few. " ["Governor Visits Children's Hospital to Discuss Children's Budget Proposals," 
press release, 2/5/98] 

21) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): Deadbeat Parents Choose Between Jail, Community Service or 
Paying Up 
In his Childcare accomplishment fact sheet, Govemor Thompson provides the following 
description of his "Children First" initiative: "This program helped child support collections grow 
by 158 percent in Wisconsin, ranking it second best in the nation. The program offers deadbeat 
parents a choice: either pay up, spend 16 weeks of unpaid work in the community, or go to jail. 
Given the alternatives, we find that these parents quickly find a job and pay their support " 
[Govemor Thompson on Childcare" fact sheet from the Thompson98 web page] 

22) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): "PATH" Helps Establish Paternity of Child at Time of Birth 
"A new program entitled PATH (Paternity Acknowledgment Through Hospitals), designed to 
establish paternity at the time of the child's birth, was implemented. This process assists child 
support agencies in decreasing court paternity actions, as well as benefiting Wisconsin children. 
Through access to the birth history database, all Wisconsin Child Support offices can access 
paternity information within 3 days of receipt of admission ofpaternity. " [Govemor Thompson on 
Childcare" fact sheet from the Thompson98 web page] 



SENIORS 

23) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): "Family Care" Will Improve Care and Reduce Cost for Seniors 
"In the 1998 State of the State Address, the Governor unveiled a revolutionary long-term care 

initiative which will impact all of our families. While FamilyCare will directly address the care 
and needs of the elderly, physically disabled and developmentally disabled with chronic illnesses, 
it may touch the lives of more than 1 million Wisconsin residents. Currently our long term care 
system is complicated and confusing; there are more than 40 state and local programs with each 
having differing eligibility criteria, cost-sharing requirements and allowed services. Family Care 
will improve the quality of care for recipients and reduce costs, while providing recipients with 
choices for support, services, providers and residential settings that are consistent with the 
individuals' and their families values and preferences. " ["Governor Thompson on Protecting our 
Senior and Disabled Citizens" fact sheet from the Thompson98 web page] 

HOUSING 

24) Gov. Christie Whitman (R-NJ): Increasing Homeownnership With "H-EASY 2000" 
In the fact sheet "Overall Accomplishments for a Better New Jersey" Gov. Christie Whitman touts 
"H-EASY2000, a comprehensive housing plan to increase homeowner ship, create new rental 
housing, expand housing for those with special needs, and provide technical assistance to 
municipalities. One of the key elements of the H-EASY 2000 program is the job-producing, 
national award-winning Urban Home Ownership Recovery program (UHORP) that, to date, has 
commitments for more than 2,250 homes, many in areas that had not seen new construction in 
decades. Another major component, the "Too Good, But It's True"program, is providing 30-year 
mortgages at a fixed five percent interest rate with zero points, allowing many families in urban 
areas to pay less for a mortgage than they paid for rent " ["Overall Accomplishments for a Better 
New Jersey," fact sheet from Gov. Whitman's Home Page] 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 

25) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): "Pathways to Independence" Allows Disabled to Work Without 
Losing Health Coverage 
According to his accomplishments fact sheet on protecting disabled citizens, "through Tommy 
Thompson's Pathways to Independence Prograin, disabled individuals will be able to enter the 
workforce without the fear of losing their health care coverage." Later the fact sheet provides the 
following description of the program: "Pathways to Independence is a research and demonstration 
project that will build on existing services and address the issues of health and long term care 
coverage and system complexity. This program creates a win-win opportunity for Wisconsin. The 
taxpayers win, because upon entering the workforce, people with disabilities become wage 
earners who will contribute social security and incorrie taxes. Wisconsin employers also win 
because they will be able to tap the full potential of Wisconsin's workforce. " 



FAITH 

26) Gov. Bush (R-TX): Created Faith-Based Task Force 
"Governor Bush created the Faith-Based Task Force in May 1996 to (I) survey Texas' legal and 
regulatory landscape to identify obstacles to faith-based groups, and (2) recommend ways Texas 
can create an environment in which these groups can thrive, free of regulations that dilute the 
'faith factor. "' ["Faith in Action: A New Vision for Church-State Cooperation in Texas" fact sheet 
from the Gov. George Bush web page] 

Gov. Bush Issued "Charitable Choice" Excutive Order. In December 1996, Gov. Bush 
issued an executive order "directing state agencies to begin aggressive implementation of 
the landmark 'charitable choice 'provision of the federal welfare law, which invites private 
and religious charities to deliver welfare services - while at the same time guarding the 
religious integrity ofparticipating groups and religious freedom of beneficiaries. " ["Faith 
in Action: A New Vision for Church-State Cooperation in Texas" fact sheet from the Gov. 
George Bush web page] 
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POLICIES & PROPOSALS OF VARIOUS GOVERNORS 

The following are policy initiatives and proposals that have been offered or implemented by 
governors around the country: 

TAX CUTS 

1) Gov. George Bush (R-TX): Suspend Taxes on School Items Before Classes Start 
According to the San Antonio Express-News, Gov. Bush "has proposed eliminatmg the sales tax 
on over-the-counter medicines, suspending the sales tax on some school items before classes start 
every year, and exempting 176,000 small businesses from the state's franchise tax." [San Antonio 
Express-News. 10/18/98] 

EDUCATION 

2) Gov. George Bush (R-TX): Lone Star Leaders Initiative 
According to the fact sheet on "Lone Star Leaders: The Govemor's 'Right Choices' Children's 
Initiative," includes: 

After School Initiative to Target High Risk Middle Schoolers ~ a two-year, $25 million 
after-school initiative targeting up to 50,000 middle schoolers in high risk, high crime 
areas. Risk taking behavior spikes dramatically during the middle school years. The fimds 
will be provided in the form of grants to local school districts to support high quality, 
after-school programs during hours when juvenile crime rises sharply and many parents are 
still at work; 

Mentoring Initiative ~ coordinated by the Texas Commission on Volunteerism and 
Community Service to expand, encourage and support mentoring efforts and recommend 
legislative proposals to boost mentoring; 

Early Childhood Development Initiative ~ led by Texas First Lady Laura Bush, to arm 
parents and care givers with vital child health and development information for their 
critical early years; 

Expanded Citizenship/Character Ediication ~ in schools and communities to reinforce 
universal values of honesty, hard work, civic participation; and 

Aggressive Abstinence Campaign ~ with grant fimding for local, community based 
abstinence programs (approximately $7 million will be distributed over the next year, in 
addition to fimds already awarded) and a statewide media campaign to encourage young 
people to save sex for marriage. ["Lone Star Leaders: The Govemor's "Right Choices" 
Children's Initiative" fact sheet from the Gov. George Bush web page] 



3) Gov. Bush (R-TX): End Automatic Promotion of Students 
In his "Excellence in Education," fact sheet Gov. George Bush proposes "ending the automatic 
promotion of students who cannot pass minimum skills test " ["Excellence in Education" fact 
sheet from the Bush-98 web page] 

4) Gov. Bush (R-TX): 100,000 Texans Pass AP Exam by 2003 
Also in his "Excellence in Education," fact sheet Gov. George Bush proposes to: "Significantly 
expand the advanced placement program to challenge our best, brightest students. " In his.. 
"Education Funding" initiative fact sheet. Gov. Bush proposed to spend "$18 million to expand 
the Advanced Placement Program toward the goal of100,000 Texas students passing the AP exam 
by 20003. " ["Excellence in Educafion" and "Education Funding" fact sheet from the Bush-98 web 
page] 

5) Gov. Tom Ridge (R-PA): Ensuring Students Can Read by the 3rd Grade Through "Read to 
Succeed" 
A "Read to Succeed"fact sheet describes it as "a new plan to ensure that Pennsylvania students 
are skilled readers before they leave the third grade. 'Read to Succeed' - a four-year, $100 
million program — will help end social promotion at an early age by providing assistance to 
ensure that Pennsylvania's third grade students meet third-grade reading standards.'" ["Read to 
Succeed" fact sheet from the Ridge98 web page] 

6) Gov. George Pataki (R-NY): Keep Schools Open until 7 O'clock with "Advantage Schools" 
And this session let's enact a statewide pilot program of Advantage Schools which will give local 
school districts the opfion of keeping schools open unfil 7 o'clock in the evening. Advantage 
Schools will allow our new Office of Children and Family Services to work with our schools to 
provide children with a secure, stmctured environment, where they can take part in a range of 
activities, from getting extra help in math to leaming how to use the Intemet. It will give parents 
the freedom to pick up their children after work. And it gives us an excellent opportunity to 
strengthen our anti-dmg educafion efforts." [Gov. George Pataki's "1998 State of the State 
Address"] 

7) Gov. John Rowland (R-CT): 300 New Reading Teachers 
"Governor Rowland is emphasizing the need for reading instruction by proposing $10 million in 
additional state spending to put up to 300 new teachers or paraprofessionals in the classroom to 
enhance reading instruction in grades one and two. This is one of the most important targeted 
investments in primary education in the last decade. " ["Govemor John Rowland Announces 
Education Proposals for 1998," press release, 1/7/98] 

8) Gov. Rowland (R-CT): Allow School Boards to Close Schools that Fail to Improve 
Achievement 
"/ intend to propose legislation that would allow a local school board to close down a school i f it 
consistently fails to improve student achievement. The school board would then have the power to 
reopen the school with new staff and a new administration overriding pollective bargaining 
agreements or any other barrier that has prevented this in the past " ["Remarks of Govemor John 
G. Rowland to the State Board of Educafion," 1/7/98] 



9) Gov. Rowland (R-CT): Require Schools to Constantly Contact Parents of Truant Students 
"To address the problem of truancy I want to increase parental involvement by requiring that 
schools constantly contact the parents of truant students and the appropriate local and state 
agencies. I f parents are looking the other way we have to put the problem in their lap so it cannot 
be ignored. " ["Remarks of Govemor John G. Rowland to the State Board of Education," 1/7/98] 

10) Gov. Tommy Thompson (R-WI): Youth Apprenticeship programs 
"In 1992, Governor Thompson created one of the nation's first Youth Apprenticeship programs, 
modeled after the highly successful German apprenticeship programs. This program allows high 
school juniors and seniors to combine traditional school-based learning with mentored learning 
at local businesses and industries. For example, students attend classes during the morning, then 
ply their chosen craft in a place of business in the afternoon. Students are paid at least minimum 
wage, receive a regular high school diploma, and earn a certificate of mastery that helps them i f 
they go directly into the workforce or on to technical college after high school. Today, almost 
1,300 high school students are leaming rewarding careers in such fields as auto technology, 
printing, architectural drafting, mechanical design, and tourism - 15 in all, with another three 
programs in development. " ["Governor Thompson on Education" fact sheet from the 
Thompson98 web page] 

PREVENTING CRIME 

11) Gov. Howard Dean (D-VT): Confiscate Cars of Drunk Drivers 
From Gov. Dean's 1998 State of the State speech, "Other states and other nations have managed 
to effectively deal with drunk driving by taking bold steps such as confisca tion of cars, lengthy 
imprisonments, and enormous fines for even the first offense... We need forfeiture or 
immobilization of cars, serious and immediate sanctions for first time offenders, changes in the 
arrest laws to make it easier for the police to do their jobs, and video cameras in police cruisers...! 
submit to you that there must be a cheaper and more effective way to keep them [drunk drivers] off 
the roads. Confiscation of cars is such a plan. " [Govemor Howard Dean's 1998 State of the State 
and Budget Address, 1/6/98] 

12) Gov. Bush (TX): Automatic Detention for Teen With Guns 
"/ want to have automatic detention for a child who gets caught illegally carrying a gun in the 
state of Texas. " [Gov. George W. Bush Addresses Supporters and Media (CNN), 11/4/98 ] 

13) Gov. Bush (TX): Target High-Crime Zip Codes With Juvenile Probation Officers 
"/ want to team juvenile probation officers with police in high- crime zip codes to ferret out the 

few who are committing most of the violent crime in the state of Texas. " [Gov. George W. Bush 
Addresses Supporters and Media (as broadcasted by CNN), 11/4/98 ] 

14) Gov. Bush (R-TX): "InnerChange" Provides Bible-Based Prerelease Program for Inmates 
"InnerChange is one of the boldest experiments in criminal rehabilitation ever attempted in 
America. It's the nation's first-ever, 24-hours-a-day, Bible- and value-based prerelease program, 
aimed at helping inmates achieve spiritual and moral transformation." ["Major Initiatives: The 
InnerChange Freedom Initiative" fact sheet from Gov. George Bush's web page] 



15) Gov. George Pataki (R-NY): Prevent Domestic Violence Victims from Being Arrested for 
Defending Themselves 
"Governor Pataki in 1997 signed a landmark reform that ensures victims of domestic violence are 
not arrested simply for defending themselves from attack, thus being victimized a second time. The 
Primary Aggressor law requires the police to arrest only the primary physical aggressor in 
response to a domestic violence complaint The law has been hailed by experts as a key weapon in 
New York's effort to become a 'zero tolerance' state when it comes to violence against women, and 
it continues the Empire State's leadership role in changing its laws to better protect victims of 
domestic violence. " ["Protecting the Public" fact sheet from Gov. Pataki Home Page] 

16) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): 5 More Years in Prison for Violence Against Elders 
According to Thompson's crime accomphshment fact sheet, in Wisconsin "[ajnother five years in ^ ^ 
prison is tacked on the sentence of anyone who commits an act of violence against anyone 62 
years of age or older. " ["Govemor Thompson on Crime" fact sheet" from the Thompson98 web 
page] 

CHILDREN 

17) Gov. Howard Dean (D-VT): Youth Corps 
"Governor Dean began the youth corps during his time as Lieutenant Governor in 1988. In each 
of the Youth Corps programs, sixteen to twenty-one year old Vermonters work and study together 
in crews of eight to twelve. In addition to youth education and job training, a major focus of the 
Youth Corps programs is the completion of conservation projects. These projects are performed 
on public lands throughout Vermont and are selected based on need. Crews work on many 
different types of projects including trail construction and maintenance, foot bridge construction, 
timber stand improvement, creek and watershed restoration, park management, and facility 
improvement" ["Govemor Howard Dean's Initiatives" from the Virtual Office of Vermont 
Govemor Howard Dean web page] 

18) Gov. Dean (D-VT): "Success by Six" Enhances Days Care, Nutrition and Literacy Programs 
In his 1998 State of the State speech. Gov. Dean described his Success by Six program, "We now 
offer home visits to 70% of all the children in Vermont within the first two weeks of their birth. 
Through Success by Six, we are providing families with enhanced day care, nutrition and literacy 
programs, as well as education and support to help mothers and fathers become better parents... 
So far, the results of these prevention programs are stunning. There's been a 20% drop in teenage 
pregnancy in the state of Vermont in the last 4 years. While some other states have recorded a 
decline, none has been able to reduce teen pregnancy by the magnitude that Vermont has. Even 
more spectacularly, physical abuse among Vermont children ages O-to-6 has dropped 42 percent 
in the last six years. And child sexual abuse victims ages O-to-6 have declined 49 percent since 
1991. " [Govemor Howard Dean's 1998 State of the State and Budget Address, 1/6/98] 



19) Gov. Bush (R-TX): "Second Chance" Group Homes for Unmarried Teen-age Mothers 
According to the July 29,1998 Austin Statesman, "The govemor's office Tuesday announced a 
pilot program aimed at setting up group homes for unmarried teen-age mothers. The proposed 
Second Chance centers would teach personal responsibility, discourage repeat pregnancies and 
encourage job readiness and employment, according to Bush's office. Bids from companies and 
community and religious-based organizations wanting to nm the centers are due to the Department 
of Protective and Regulatory Services by Sept. 11. Bush hopes to have homes opened on a test 
basis in Dallas, Harris, Bexar and Hildalgo counties by the end of the year." [Austin American-
Statesman. 7/29/98] 

20) Gov. Rowland (R-CT): Create '211' Infoline to Aid Families in Crisis 
"Governor Rowland is proposing an exciting new initiative that would create the first fully 

functional and truly statewide '211' system in the nation. Just as 911 provides emergency 
response and 411 provides phone information, 211 would provide a broad range of information to 
those who are in crisis or in need of social service information. The Governor proposes to build 
upon the existing infrastructure of the United Way of Connecticut's Infoline program. Infoline has 
a series of services that aid Connecticut families in crisis dealing with numerous problems: 
substance abuse; domestic violence; financial, legal and fuel assistance; prenatal, health and 
home care; employment; senior and respite services; transportation; food assistance; suicide and 
family counseling; elder services; support groups; housing; crisis intervention; and child care, to 
name a few. " ["Govemor Visits Children's Hospital to Discuss Children's Budget Proposals," 
press release, 2/5/98] 

21) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): Deadbeat Parents Choose Between Jail, Community Service or 
Paying Up 
In his Childcare accomplishment fact sheet, Govemor Thompson provides the following 
description of his "Children First" initiative: "This program helped child support collections grow 
by 158 percent in Wisconsin, ranking it second best in the nation. The program offers deadbeat 
parents a choice: either pay up, spend 16 weeks of unpaid work in the community, or go to jail. 
Given the alternatives, we find that these parents quickly find a job and pay their support. " 
[Govemor Thompson on Childcare" fact sheet from the Thompson98 web page] 

22) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): "PATH" Helps Establish Paternity of Child at Time of Birth 
"A new program entitled PATH (Paternity Acknowledgment Through Hospitals), designed to 
establish paternity at the time of the child's birth, was implemented. This process assists child 
support agencies in decreasing court paternity actions, as well as benefiting Wisconsin children. 
Through access to the birth history database, all Wisconsin Child Support offices can access 
paternity information within 3 days of receipt of admission ofpaternity. " [Govemor Thompson on 
Childcare" fact sheet from the Thompson98 web page] 



SENIORS 

23) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): "Family Care" Will Improve Care and Reduce Cost for Seniors 
"In the 1998 State of the State Address, the Governor unveiled a revolutionary long-term care 

initiative which will impact all of our families. While FamilyCare will directly address the care 
and needs of the elderly, physically disabled and developmentally disabled with chronic illnesses, 
it may touch the lives of more than 1 million Wisconsin residents. Currently our long term care 
system is complicated and confusing; there are more than 40 state and local programs with each 
having differing eligibility criteria, cost-sharing requirements and allowed services. Family Care 
will improve the quality of care for recipients and reduce costs, while providing recipients with 
choices for support, services, providers and residential settings that are consistent with the 
individuals' and their families values and preferences. " ["Govemor Thompson on Protecting our 
Seruor and Disabled Citizens" fact sheet from the Thompson98 web page] 

HOUSING 

24) Gov. Christie Whitman (R-NJ): Increasing Homeownnership With "H-EASY 2000" 
In the fact sheet "Overall Accomplishments for a Better New Jersey" Gov. Christie Whifinan touts 
"H-EASY 2000, a comprehensive housing plan to increase homeowner ship, create new rental 
housing, expand housing for those with special needs, and provide technical assistance to 
municipalities. One of the key elements of the H-EASY 2000 program is the job-producing, 
national award-winning Urban Home Ownership Recovery program (UHORP) that, to date, has 
commitments for more than 2,250 homes, many in areas that had not seen new construction in 
decades. Another major component, the "Too Good, But It's True"program, is providing 30-year 
mortgages at a fixed five percent interest rate with zero points, allowing many families in urban 
areas to pay less for a mortgage than they paid for rent " ["Overall Accomplishments for a Better 
New Jersey," fact sheet from Gov. Whihnan's Home Page] 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 

25) Gov. Thompson (R-WI): "Pathways to Independence" Allows Disabled to Work Without 
Losing Health Coverage 
According to his accomplishments fact sheet on protecting disabled citizens, "through Tommy 
Thompson's Pathways to Independence Program, disabled individuals will be able to enter the 
workforce without the fear of losing their health care coverage." Later the fact sheet provides the 
following description of the program: "Pathways to Independence is a research and demonstration 
project that will build on existing services and address the issues of health and long term care 
coverage and system complexity. This program creates a win-win opportunity for Wisconsin. The 
taxpayers win, because upon entering the workforce, people with disabilities become wage 
earners who will contribute social security and income taxes. Wisconsin employers also win 
because they will be able to tap the full potential of Wisconsin's workforce. " 



FAITH 

26) Gov. Bush (R-TX): Created Faith-Based Task Force 
"Governor Bush created the Faith-Based Task Force in May 1996 to (I) survey Texas'legal and 
regulatory landscape to identify obstacles to faith-based groups, and (2) recommend ways Texas 
can create an environment in which these groups can thrive, free of regulations that dilute the 
'faith factor. "' ["Faith in Action: A New Vision for Church-State Cooperation in Texas" fact sheet 
from the Gov. George Bush web page] 

Gov. Bush Issued "Charitable Choice" Excutive Order. In December 1996, Gov. Bush 
issued an executive order "directing state agencies to begin aggressive implementation of 
the landmark 'charitable choice 'provision of the federal welfare law, which invites private 
and religious charities to deliver welfare services - while at the same time guarding the 
religious integrity ofparticipating groups and religious freedom of beneficiaries. " ["Faith 
in Action: A New Vision for Church-State Cooperation in Texas" fact sheet from the Gov. 
George Bush web page] 



Box 6 

Govemor policy proposals 
Grandparents care givers 
Groups 
Gun bill 
Guns 
Guns safe storage 
Gun smuggling 
Hate crime 
Hate crimes 
Hate crime letter 
Hazardous waste 
Head start 
Health care 
Health identifier code 
Hearing aids for children 
Heritage foundations adoption plan 
Hhs 
Highway safety 
Hispanic america 
High tech 
High tech schools 
History 
Henchild 
Holiday toys 
Homecare provider state registry 
Homeless 1 
Homeless 2 
Homeless events 
Homeless event 98 


