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SUBJECT:  Return of Peanut Butter in Lot #315 from Vendor #0288

TO:  Karen Howard, Director
Child Nuvition Programs
Westero Regional Office

Today the Food and Drug Adminisration (FDA) informed us that four lowy o peanul
butter we purchased for the Natinnal School Lunch Program, while pusing nu health
risk, contain regiduc from the herbicide monosodium methanearsonaie MSMA). The
Eavironmentsl Protection Agency has concluded that “residucs in {the] peamil hufter are
substantially below thoso that could pose a health risk 1o children ™

However, MSMA is not approved foruse on peanuts, and its presence, even At these
{ow levela, makes this peanut buttar ugdulterated and hence nnlawfiil.” according o
FDA Therefore, this peanut buttey does not meet the quality stendards of the National
School Lunch Program-

Over 90 percent of this peanut buttey is currently in warchouses or At the manufacturet.
The remaining product from these four 1ot is in schoolx in Cordelia, Los Anpeles,
Montabello, and Pomans, Cabfornis. USDA will collect immedintely peanit burte
from these four lots and retum it 1a the manufacturer, who is coupernting fully with

USDA.

" p the future, as s conditien of purchase, USDA will require peanut butter manufacturers

to test their produst for evidenee of MSMA.

The peanut butter to be seturned was delivered in cases af six mpnher-10 vans with the
following codes on tho cutside of the case as wel] as op the cans. The cades may be
printed on the label ar emboased direetly on the cam. ‘The codes must he checked very
carcfully. Ouly prodnct that includes all the following cndes is €0 be retumnced:

Vemdor code: 0288
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T.atcode: 313
Pack date: 11797
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