
Questions and Answers 

Q. What did the President announce today? 

Q. How much disease is associated with juices? 

Q. What effect will the President's announcement have? 

Q. Could this have prevented some past incidents, such as Odwalla? 

Q. When will it take effect? How does it effect the juice season? 

Q. How does this fit with the President's overall plan for food safety? 

Q. How much will it cost? 

Q. How will this effect small farmers and road side stands? 
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Report: Odwalla in Plea Deal Tall^s 

SEATTLE (AP) ~ A company that produced unpasteurized apple juice 
linked to an E. coli outbreak in 1996 is negotiating a plea agreement in 
which it would admit to federal food-safety violations, a newspaper 
reported today. 

The bacterial outbreak linked to Odwalla apple juice killed a Colorado girl 
and made nearly 70 other people ill in Washington, other states and British 
Columbia. 

Odwalla Inc. is likely to agree to a deal in which it would plead guilty to 
about a dozen misdemeanor charges related to food-safety deficiencies at 
its Dinuba, Calif, production plant, the Seattle Post-Intelligencer reported, 
citing unidentified sources. 

No company officials would be charged, but the company would pay a $1.5 
million criminal fine, the sources said. 

The only larger fine in an adulterated-food case in the United States was $2 
million paid by Beech-Nut Nutrition Corp. in 1987 for selling phony apple 
juice intended for babies, the paper said. 

Unless negotiations break down, the Odwalla plea agreement is expected to 
be filed in federal court in California in the next few weeks, the sources 
said. 

A federal grand jury in Fresno, Calif, has been investigating whether 
Odwalla, based in Half Moon Bay, Calif, ignored safety standards at the 
time of the outbreak. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph Jolins, who has headed the investigation, 
said he could neither confirm nor deny that a plea deal had been reached. 
Odwalla spokesman Chris Gallagher also declined to comment. 

Company executives have acknowledged their safety systems didn't keep 
out the bacteria and said they didn't realize E. coli could live in something 
as acidic as apple juice. The company has since begun pasteurizing its 
apple juice. 

Odwalla also faces at least two lawsuits filed by the families of two 
children who fell i l l . 

(PROFILE (CO:Odwalla Inc; TS:ODWA; IG:BVG;) (CAT:Business;) 
(CAT:Consumer;)) 

• AP-NY-04-15-98 1006EDT 
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Report: Odwalla in Plea Deal Talks 

SEATTLE (AP) ~ A company that produced unpasteurized apple juice 
linked to an E. coli outbreak in 1996 is negotiating a plea agreement in 
which it would admit to federal food-safety violations, a newspaper 
reported today. 

The bacterial outbreak linked to Odwalla apple juice killed a Colorado girl 
and made nearly 70 other people ill in Washington, other states and British 
Columbia. 

Odwalla Inc. is likely to agree to a deal in which it would plead guilty to 
about a dozen misdemeanor charges related to food-safety deficiencies at 
its Dinuba, Calif, production plant, the Seattle Post-lntelligencer reported, 
citing unidentified sources. 

No company officials would be charged, but the company would pay a $1.5 
million criminal fine, the sources said. 

The only larger fine in an adulterated-food case in the United States was $2 
million paid by Beech-Nut Nutrition Corp. in 1987 for selling phony apple 
juice intended for babies, the paper said. 

Unless negotiations break down, the Odwalla plea agreement is expected to 
be filed in federal court in Califomia in the next few weeks, the sources 
said. 

A federal grand jury in Fresno, Calif, has been investigating whether 
Odwalla, based in Half Moon Bay, Calif, ignored safety standards at the 
time of the outbreak. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph Johns, who has headed the investigation, 
said he could neither confirm nor deny that a plea deal had been reached. 
Odwalla spokesman Chris Gallagher also declined to comment. 

Company executives have acknowledged their safety systems didn't keep 
out the bacteria and said they didn't realize E. coli could live in something 
as acidic as apple juice. The company has since begun pasteurizing its 
apple juice. 

Odwalla also faces at least two lawsuits filed by the families of two 
children who fell ill . 
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TABLE 11 - E S T I M A T E S OF Ju iCE-ASSOClATED CASES 
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Estimate ot Under­
reporting Correction 
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£ co/ /Ol57:H7 
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C parvum 
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Mild 
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Severe 
Reactive arthritis-

short term 
Reactive arthritis-

long term 
Death 

Total cases 

Mild 

Moderate 
Severe 
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Total cases 

Mild 

Moderate 
Severe 
Death 
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ND 
ND 
ND 
ND 
ND 
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307 
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Estimate of Actual 
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aled Cases per Year 
(FDA based on Ben­
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10 

1.615 
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1 950 
130 
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X. Percem of Cases Preventable by Proposal 

„, -cneral, mos. pathogens will be eliminated when juice is heat-treated. For exatttple. 

0 „ , - . d i „ „ . . E. a,n 0157:H7, and Sulnu,„cUa should all be contpletely eliminated fromjutce 

by standard methods of flash pasteurizatton (absent extraordinarily htgh counts, detrimental human 

interventton. or ecutpment failure). However, hazards associated with B. «,-.-,v will not necessarily 

be eliminated by heat treatment. This bacterium forms spores which are more difficult to kill by 

hea, After heat treatment, if the spores survive, they may grow out and produce a toxin which 

causes illness. Ideally, the best way to reduce illness associated with B. cnnu is by killing the 

bacterium in its nonspore state before any toxin has been produced. For most types of heat-treated 

Juice there is a small probability that the heat treatment will take place when B. cereus ,s in 

nonspore state. To the e x . e n t j h a ^ r o c e s s o r s ^ ^ for these hazards other than flash 
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orange j L ^ M ^ S a y They Can Meet Higher FDA Standard \ 

By Jerry Jackson, The Orlando Sentinel, Fla. \ 
Knight Ridder/Tribune Business News 

NOV aw, , fro-n fresh =,.n.e ju,=e 

.ould turt, cu, to b« '̂ "^^^^^^^^ h S S : . " - pas.eun«d w.11 no, be needed 1. 
Signs or labels waming consumers that r̂®̂ " ̂ '^"f" ^ . . . officials said Thursday. 

-Tbe?̂T:a;'?:L%"̂r'?eiX/ed̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^ 
already are meeting them - and ^J?;^^,,. ^anaaer of Orchid Island Juice Co. of Fort Pierce, 

.e.;î rdr;fpiodrs.rAd'mî "̂  
it in a convincing manner." chinnftr* Association, said he is confident the more 
warning signs and labels will never see the light of day. nnmoanies that saueeze and sell fresh 

V t o . ? L n , une, out of hun-r^s r o ' o S ™ ^ ? ^ S T ? « microbes. Such 

to negligible level's, FDA officials said. advanced treatment and testing - took effect this 

™l̂ oT l̂̂ .yts°orL"h1S^^^^ 

"Tveh'with me ?ei;^"«mpanles must file a waiver tener and pledge that the, are «o*ng toward 

compliance, with interim protective noSdfoeoartment of Citnis. tesUfied that research he helped 

o o n ^ u « T ^ r l » ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ach^e^edl ltTr^:^X^::^^^' Z X V J ^ V . ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ 

n T l r s ? h r p a s . e u S l S i : , 2 u r / a ....e ^^-SrnJf^le 'dn^' i t r^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ heat water in 

rter.i:?;?„«»7Srrr̂ ^̂ ^̂  
" 's 'otTsmall f™K.compahy owners a. the hearing were n,iffed by all U,e technical jargon and legal nuances -

' " ' Z Z o r T ^ ^ f y ^ ' o ^ Z Z onetas ever gotten sick on our juice." said Stephanie BojoWes. owner o-

Tropical Fruit Shop of Palm Beach. 

onraIJ:^d"%rt>°5^^^^^^ ^ ^ - ^ 
News. 
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