financial status and about investment options.

Consumers have the right not to be discriminated against in their dealings with financial
institutions and financial service providers.

Consumers have the right to privacy in their financial records, and their financial records
should not be disclosed without their prior consent.

Consumers have the right not to be unfairly charged for financial services such as the use
of automated teller machines (ATMs).

Consumers have the right to a fair and efficient process for resolving differences with
banks and other financial institutions.
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House Approves IRS Reform
Legislation
B THE HoUsE, RESPONAING to comm-
plaints of shabby ervice and mis-
management at the IRS, Thursday
passed a broad pverhaul of the
agency in an effort to strengthen
oversight and/boost taxpayers’
rights in collgction disputes.

The 402-8 vote completes House
work on a gompromise with the
Senate to thake the biggest changes
since 1959 at the IRS, an agency that
has more/direct contact with clti-
zens thayi any other in government.

first and the [RS second.” said
House Ways and Means Chairman
{ “It's been the other way !
around for entirely too long.”
Senate passage of the IRS re-
form ¢onference report Isiexpected:
following the July 4th recess. Presi:
dent Clinton has said he will sign '
the $12.88 billion measure. - N
utes after the voteMichael
official atthe IRSy# . -
. . 2o Gt
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B A NEW REPORT/BY Consumer:Féds
atidIlo America-asserte-He
are charging 11 to 32 times what 1
costs them to process.bounced ST
checks, and that banks employ fa-
nipulative practices to make it At
harder for consumers to avoid.
overdrawing their accounts. e
“Banks set uip {raps toackupt . .
bounced check fees;™ Janice Shiglds’
director of the Institute for Business
Research and author.of the-report; ;
told a Thursday Bews conference. i’ ..
In response, a spokeswoman:for -
the American Bankers Assoclation
told CongressDaily that checks are. .
the number one form of transac- .
tions — and the fees for bounced
checks serve to maintain retailers’ -
confidence in checking accounts. !

- 3 ot
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Hill Briefs

The CFA report, “Bounced
Checks: Billion Dollar Profits I,
also proposed that Congress cap
bounced check fees at amounts
equal to costs plus a reasonable
profit.

The ABA spokesworman dis-
agreed, saying, “It's a mistake to tie
something that exists as a deterrent
to profits.” She also sald it is unnec-
essary for Congress to intervene be-
canse the industry is keeping the
number of bounced checks low. .

Chamber Calls For Reinforcements
Bl MORE CHANGES ARE IN'store at the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Na-
tional Jaurnal Teports today.

. Fresh off hiring five new senior
lobbyists earlier this-year, Chamber
President Thomas Donohue — *
h_ireﬂ‘ln'1997.to.shake up the group
—_intends to hire four more senlor-
lobbyistsin the next two. months,
particularly spegialistsin-labor pol-
icyandparliamentary-rules! - ¥ 7

X The profileis for pecplevwlip
'w§nt'td.bp dohr.hlocﬁpl"s",'rio_t SIt-
ting around wilting memos at the
atirotfice;” zigource’said. " 'yt

. I‘ o~
elms:

]

To'U érgo-More Knee - "}
o e
man Helms willunderge two knee: :
seplacerhent operations/this year.
-, Helms toldrﬂleMpciatéd Press:
Wednesday thatthe cartilage in:his:
knees had wornjaway and'thate i .

.surgeryperformed in,Decembery

had not correctedithe problem He"

-now.h_ﬂg bonegrihding:on’bone. ~ ¢
R ;Irm:pammrﬂems;smd “lam.-
“walking with acane’sHe occasloir
ally.ises an electric.cart for traveling
long distances around Capitol Hilk: ",

" Helms, 76, has not set a date for
the operation, but said ‘he probably
would have it done at Rex Hospital
in Raleigh this fall -— after the Sen-
ate adjourns for the-year.:- . :

theyearfaceording
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Senate Panel Debates Victims' . ¢
Rights Amendment. - W
B THE SENATE JUDICIARY Committee . -
Thursday begandebateona bill ,r -
that would amend the Counstitution - .
to establish.a set of rights for vic-
tims of violent'crimes, LEGEKSLATE
News Service reported. - "
The legislation would provide
crime victims with “fundamental -
rights,” 'such'as being notified of a
defendant’s release or-escape from
prison, supporters contend.
They maintain the amendment.
is necessary to ensure those vic- - -
tims are not-further victimized by '
the government during. proceed- *
i against'thea‘ccused.---'. o
sBecause [victims] arenot en- - .
shrined in the-Constitutlon, they sim-
ply do not get the recognition they. - -
deserve,”. said Sen: Jon Kyl RAriz. -
But opponerits argied thata ' - .
constitut'iot.xa'l:'gx'flxeq‘dmigngﬁ.s not:'; .
idshatCangress i
eHesanie goalsty o
Y. & . :‘.Ith_“ .---"-“-‘f'.'.
\ ‘ : : L h ""lfqill.toflf.;'-:\'.u;' .
' d'eEaE.‘,i‘PPOSt! o
oytacit R aer Cot &
S . 4-':"..-'.5&7!'] b .
Survey Secs:Passage’
Bank Reform, o' i€
L CONGRESS WAL e
tion:to cuittaxestandpoverh: R
banking laws before? ‘ddjorrns for -

itheifist fullf

about anho'ulilbl

eledtronicisuryey af seniorcongresd:

N O PI el
. ' :";.'-"-' l‘" ':f"

sional stn“ﬁets&—.ﬁ ¥

sults:ofthew.'qbfpz_a‘qu-}ERfM-.
now-loggww;gom,ﬂ'.;m
GRESSIONAL STAFF SURVEY, — ok
ducted by FiéderiddSctinéiders Re-".

search—is-available todayion the'ss:
National Journat GreupInc.'s Warld v
Wide Web site: hirp:/fioww.cloak % »!
room.com/ A story analyzing there: ..
sults appears in this week's edition V20
of National Journal. e
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