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Mothers' Employment 
Works for Children 
Study Finds No Long-Term Damage 
Br BAJRAHAVOBEJDA 
ir'dshinjion Post Staff Wntt 

!.»?Harvey, who set out to examine 
i^"-tong^enn effects of maternal 

—l-onployment in the 6ist three years of 

behavior acadeimc ĉhievment ^ . . ^ ^ ^ 
and psychological healOi of .nore . J ^ ' ^ ^ iggg to 1994. 
than 6.000 children and found no , s . » w 1 = " ^ 
permanent negative effects caused ' j j possible, Harvey concluded, 
by their mother's absence. In some jjaving both paients work may 
cases, the study found, chfldren positive and negative 
may be helped by the income theu- ĵnggqugnces for childrai that coun-
mothers bring in. teract each other. But uWmatdy, she 

Experts say the new resrarch. ^̂^̂^̂^̂^ , ^ consistent evidence of 
conducted by Umversity of Massa- ^^,^,3^ ^g^a of eariy parental 
chusetts psychologist EUsabeth ^ ,^^0^4 on (Mdien's later devel-
Harvey, supports what other suni- was found." 
lar studies mcie^m^y mdicate; Harvey looked at several variables, 
that the quality of fannly hfe gener- soon a mother re­
ally, including the mental stabihty ,^*^atehavingherdr i ld , 
and maturity of parents, is vasUy ^ ^ ^ 
more important m determining ^^^^jp^ 3 ^ ^h^h^ ^ were 
how children fare in life than the periods of unemployinnit inter-
? r ™ o l ^ * ' " ^ " ^ She thai â  

T n S of studies are now ^ ^ ' ^ f j ' ? ! : 
suggesting that if the quality of <Mdren's bdavior, mtdectiBa de-
pa?Sting at home is good, having vetopment. s e t f ^ and aodemic 
a working mother doesn't hurt achievement-nie assents vwie 
children,- said Andrew CherUn. a based on a vanety of standardized 
sociologist at Johns Hopkins Uni- tests and, m some cases, reports from 
versity. 'It doesn't seem to be the parents, 
case that a parent has to be with a Overall, Harvey found tot chil-
child all day long for that child to dren whose mothers worked during 
develop Aicdss&iUy.\S-.-.̂ :- ,v the first three years after giving birth 

The study' cbnies at a time of were not significantly different from 
intense political 'and social debate those with unemptoytd mothos. 
about the effect of working moth- On one measure—children's com­
ers, long hours of day care and pHance and temperament—Harvey 
fast-paced family life on a genera- f ^ j ^ tot S- and 4^-olds «rhoee 
tion of children. While its findings n,others stayed at home kmger alter 
may help ease the concern of ihil- (^jj^j, ^^^^ slightly more compliant 
lions of working parents, it is returned to work 
unlikely to diminish the strong But the diferences between 
ambivalence Aihericans feel on the ^ groups of children were 
subject with many convinced tot diappeared by the time 
young children do better when a thediiklrairea(iedagB5and6. 
parent stays home fuD time. Children whose mothers worked 

Recently, the strains on modem more hours scored slightly lower on 
families have taken on political academic acUevtment and vocabu-
saliency: In a budget proposal this lary tests. But agm, the differences 

••"•teA.' aimed at helping working were small and disappeared by the 
_^i^ts afford child care. President time the childien turned 7. 

Clinton included a tax credit to 1 ^ study also found tot cMdren; 
ease..the financial burdens of stay-, ^ _£t__i i_ \ _ j .1...^ 
at-hine parents, something Re- y«f not^ected by havmg tter 
publicans fcid caned for lastTear. fa*«s work m the eariy years after 

B'otevenaslavvmakersattonptto ""H}- . . . , , j 
embrace both versions of modem ^ ^ f ^ ^ * ^ ' ' ^ ^ ' Z ^ 
faniily life, the vast magority of moth- ^ havmg a workmg 
£fs-r70 percent—are working out- mothers not withojrt controversy, 
' da^^ home, and 10 million chil- Pepnsylvama State Umversity psy-

, ,(J)tEB under the age of 5 have <l'o'°8^ ^S.„^^' ,*"J=?^'"=' 
i'^iffiilbyed mothers. That creates a found ma 1988 study tot the mfante 
>*audience for academic reseaidi inotbets worked more than 20 
•̂ d̂ftJWiether those chiUren are suffer- IK""" ^ ^ eraobonal 

iifeiitellectuany or emotionally be- problems. 
.••.dWte their mothers are not at home But the new study falls mime with 
•"• îmigtheday. more recent research on the effects of 
• I ' J ^ K study released yesterday at- childcare. 
•.*tgAs to resohe some of the con- Sarah Friedman, who coordinates 
I'lffiSSig evidence on the subject Pre- a kmgterm study by the National 
•* "vidl^ research on the same group of Institute of Child Health and Human 

Snldren had found both positive and Devekipment said that generally. 
'."nSgSthre effects of having a working 

•we're not finding much m terms of 
negative effects" fitMn child care. 

Her study, however, has found 
that to qiBBty of child care an 
affect a child's language and cognitive 
development 

That combined with other studies 
showing that roost diild care in to 
United States is of poor quality, 
worries parents and policymakers. 

"Parents want to be sure their 
children are getting good care," Cher­
lin said. They fear bad care, and.its 
true, bad care hurts." 

StafftmterEdward Walsh 
contributed to this report. 1 
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