Myths and facts of child health care

F As Congress continues to debate
By Jennifer L. “owse “ i"alternative ways of improving

Lawrence A. McAndrews -

mericans have been and -

remain deeply concerned
bout lack of health care
security. The number of uninsured
people continues to grow — nOwW
morethan40mﬂhon—atanmeof
remarkable national economic
performance. Even in the most
affluent of families lack of coverage
still isoften only a relauve. friend or
colleague away. For the middle class,
insurance disaster is but one
paycheck or one serious iliness away.
Yet now that there is a bipartisan
move to extend health insurance

coveragetoasmanyasSnulhon-
‘more kids, some contend that things -

aren't really that bad for children.
There is room to debate and room

to quibble over details, but the facts

are clear: millions of children need

health coverage and would benefit’
‘fromit, butthexrparentscan’tamnd )

10 pay.

The presxdent and congressional -

»  leaders have agreed on a multiyear
*  commitiment of $16 billion to expand
health insurance for kids. Almost
overnight, a move by Sens. -Orrin
Hatch and Edward Kennedy to

write this goal into the budget.

agreement last month produced 45
votes from both. parties despite
opposition from the Hill leadership

and the White House. Beyond a.

doubt, and beyond

nation seems readytotalcethlsgant .
..~ and most of those families have
L -parents who are employed.

" step for chudren's needs
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one’s peers is a.liberty. -
" .that has been long pre-

Junsprudence In 1215,

King John was. forced.to:

sign the Magna Carta™

. .and grant wide-reaching .; .
‘liberties under- threat of cml

- Most important, the Crown

“who

I‘he Jury S out
Iy nulllﬁcatlon

for: -
" bidden to imprison peoole without

health coverage, it is useful to
‘review & few facts that quantify the
problem and point the way toward
a reasonable set of solutions. Let's
take a look at just four of the myths
that have sprung up among those
would minimize the
seriousness of the problem.

s Myth: Data illustrating the -
children

population of
are inflated. Most children are

uninsured for less than four months. -

. Fact: According to two different
Census surveys, there are

" approximately 10 million children
_who lack health insurance for at

least the entire year. There are 3.5
million children who are uninsured
for at least two years, and, it is

. estimated that one in three children

—20° million — lack health
insurance for at least one month.

® Myth: . There is no crisis
requiring federal action; most
parents of means are simply
choosing to let their kids go
uncovered.

Fact: Over the past several years,

-. the number of uninsured children

‘has fiuctuated, but it has always

" .been significant. For example, in

1995 there were 1.3 million more
uninsured children than there were
in 1990 — a 15 percent increase —
and 1.6 million more than there
‘were in 1987 — a 20 percent

"increase. Seventy percent of
p,the - umnsuredchﬂdmnhvemafamﬂy-»

where the income is $26,000 or less,

s Myth: Children don't need

.'healthcoverage 'I'heyactuallyget
- health care services when they need
“ﬂ:em,evenxt'theyaretmmsured.

-Fact:- Compared to insured
children, uninsured children are
‘nearly four times as likely to go

- prescriptions, eyeglasses or mental
-of children with chronic or -

‘more than half of the 600, 000
asthma

‘health care system. Children are.
-almostsopementofthcpopulanon,; ’

"doctor’s visit and lowe:ed by 85

-economics here are simple;‘the
“health care analysis is

:civuw healthytheyand our nation

suchasmedxcalcare,dentalcare,. '
health care, This is especially true
congenital conditions. For example,

uninsured children with
gl B o
uring the year, yet
higher : health- care
expenditures.: Ultimately, - many of
these asthmatic™ children "are
hospitalized with problems ‘that
could have been prevented.
®» Myth: The lastume the federal
government expanded Medicaid,
costs skyrocketed, and still 10
mxlhonchxldren uninsured. -

dmg'rhe d nml:rll the
spen is due p! y to

rising population of elderly -and.
their more extensive use of the

but they account for less than'15
percent of health care spending. .
Significant. health benefits. to’
children can be aunbuted to
bipartisan efforts during the 1980s
mdeaﬂylmmexpandMedmd
)! for Eise’ Decoming by
eligible for Medicaid lowemd
momthanSOpemenxtheoddsthata
child would go a year, without &

not senumental chches ‘But_the

clear:
Children’s health is affordable, and
coverage makes a real differencein .

and inhumanity of slavery. Indeed,

if furors had not followed their

 the

convicted of
> violating the
‘Fugitive
Slave Acts, -
** untold scores .

_of . people .
-would " have
mfurﬂ:erendumdzexmusuca )

l . o > . - R
laws AJm'ydead:nng.Parks'-
fate could have elected hbt:

transpaortation laws, gince an unjust. = .
ahd immoral lawisnolawatalle" .
Whﬂe:mmwmabletorevww‘_
evidence and acq:dxheroessmh'-
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