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Rod Kuegel is the president of the Buriey Tobacco Growers Cooperative, Inc. A 
member ofthe Farm Bureau, he is the chairman ofthe Secretary of Agriculture's 
39-member Burley Advisory Committee, and was a participant in the Philip Morris 
Leadership Development Program. He is a director of the United Way of Kentucky. ^ 

Kuegel began fanning in 1975 with his father and^brothers. He put out the firetcrop of 
his own in 1983, and currently farms 70 acres of tobacco, 2,000 acres ofj^^w crop, beef 
cattle, straw and hay, and some vegetables. ^^^M 

He received a degree in accounting from the University of Kentucky in 1975. 

He and his wife Lois Whitaker Kuegel have two sons. 



statement of 
Rod Kuegel 

President, Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative, Inc. 
Regarding the Release ofthe Core Principles 

Between the Tobacco Producers and the Public Health Community 

I am Rod Kuegel, a tobacco farmer from Kentucky and president of the Burley Tobacco 
Growers Co-Op. 

Back home in our community, we put families first and farms second. Thafs why our 
tobacco growers chose to participate in this broad-based organization gathered here 
today. Our farmers are serious about limiting youth access to tobacco products. That 
common thread links us to these health organizations. 

None of us want America's youth to use tobacco products. All of us support strong 
educational efforts to help young people stop using tobacco products. And all of us 
believe that - whether in the past, present, or future ~ it is wrong to direct tobacco 
advertising at young people. We want that practice stopped. 

We all agree upon these core principles to protect America's children from tobacco. But 
this broad-based group also agrees that tobacco farmers cannot raise their children 
without a tobacco program. 

For our farmers, public health is more that vaccinations and blood pressure checks. It is 
also the well being and quality of life within our small, rural communities. And the 
economic life blood in those communities is the tobacco program. Without it, our farmers 
will not have the money to buy health insurance. They cannot pay medical bills, and they 
cannot make mortgage payments. 

My friends in these health organizations know that this program actually limits U.S. 
production of tobacco, and that It holds leaf tobacco prices at a higher level than what 
manufacturers would normally pay. 

Our Kentucky tobacco growers also understand the program's importance. That why 
they recently gave 97 percent approval rating by referendum votes to continue the 
program. 

These, then, are the reasons that we tobacco farmers have joined the efforts of these 
distinguished health groups, and why they support our rural communities. 

In the near future, we tobacco growers also encourage this same group to endorse a 
comprehensive tobacco settlement that not only keeps tobacco products away from 
children but that also keeps our family farms sustainable. 

# # # 



•^d4/b7/98" b8":"Q4 ' fXX 606 22'4 7691 USDA KY ST !FSA PUBLIC SERVICE^ (2)002 

NEWS RELEASE For more information, contact: 

AmyBtrktey 606/873-4770 
Julie Bracken 502/587-8641 

HEALTH AND AGRICULTURE GROUPS DISCUSS COMMON GROUND 

Amidst settlement talks and lawsuits. FDA regulations and discussions of the tobacco 

price support program at the national level, historic tobacco talks in their own right have 

tjeen taking place here In Kentucky. In a state where topacoo Is part of the veiy culture 

, .ftf,|:.hfi.QofTTniffnwgaith,^Qsgpaf3llfln..bfitwfien health ncai^5^aDd.tobaccoJntecests.was... 

unheard of until a year ago when the Kentucky Health and Agriculture Forum was bom. 

This effort was initiated whan the Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative Assodation 

requested a meeting with representatives of the American Heart Assodation. American 

Lung Association, and American Cancer Society. At that meeting in May of 1996, there 

was discussion of possible areas of cooperation between health and tobacco interests. 

Subsequently, another meeting was convened in August of 1996, and addilional health 

and agriculture interests were Invited. At that time, the Coalition for Health and 

Agriculhjral Development (CHAD) was asked to convene ongoing meetings to bring 

together leaders in health and agriculture to discuss potential 'common ground." Those 

discussions have taken place at nine additional meetings where there has been 

agreement from the group that the meetings are worthwhile and should continue. 

The following mission statement was developed recently to help gwe the meetings 

more focus: 

The Health and Agriculture Forum, convened by the 
Coalition for Health and Agricultural Development, Inc. 
(CHAD), is a community of pro-famier/pro-health 
stakeholders. Our mission is to provide a safe place for 
people with diverse positions on tobacco issues to work 
together'to sustain healthy IndlvidL s, families, farms, 
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The Forum's goals are to: 

• Appreciate the values and concerns of all participants 
:• Build trust and strengthen relationships 
• Provide an open forum for diverse opinions 
• Broaden our network of health and agriculture leaders 
• Be clear on areas of disagreement and focus on common goals 
• Educate each other, the public and elected offidals 
• Seek funding for development of projects which are consistent with these goafs 

After much discussion; it was agreed that the Forum would focus on two issues: 

1. Development of a "blueprinf for diversification which would evaluale current efforts, 

reveal targeted opportunities and recommend a focus or plan for Kentucky. 

Support for current projects/proposals aimed at strengthening Kentucky agriculture 

and preparing it for the future. 

•^n^p^T^tfengthening'lhe-state's-yocrtlTaccaaff'lavirto-reducdf-illegal^^ 

products to minors. 

While health and agriculture Interests cannot agree on many issues, those two fit into 

tho philosophies and goals of each: protecting Kentucky's children while also 

protecting the family farm. 

"Kentucky has set the pace for other tobacco states." said Amy Barkley, Executive 

Director of CHAD. "Similar groups have now formed in Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, 

and the Carolinas, and'they are looking to Kentucky as an example of health and 

agriculture working together." 
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Most recently, several Forum member organizations have signed a 'Resolution of 

Mutual Understanding Between Organizations and Indwlduals Interested in Working 

Cooperatively to Reduce Underage Tobacco Use While lEnsuring Economic Stability 

and Opportunities \q Tobacco Growing States." Similar to a resolution being drculated 

and signed by various groups In tobacco states and at the national level, the document 

spells out the concems of both health and agriculture groups and the need to worit 

together on areas of common ground. 

Participating organizations in the Health and Agriculture Forum are: Ag 2000 Project, 

American Cancer Society, American Heart Association. American Lung Association, 

Buriey Tobacco Growers Cooperative Association. Champions for a Drug-Free 

Kentucky, Coalition for Health and Agricultural Developrnent, Commodity Gnawers 
1 

'^Coop^i l iv i rSssociaf f i 

Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, Kentucky Department of Agriculture. 

Kentucky Department for Public Health, Kentucky Medical Assodation. Kentucky 

SmokeLess States Project, Unh/ersity of Kentucky College of Agriculture, USDA Fanti 

Service Agency, and the Woodford County Farm Bureau. 
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CORE PRINCIPLES STATEMENTBETWEEN TBE PUBUC HEALTH 
COMMUNITY AND TBE TOBACCO PRODUCERS COMMUNITY 

JVOTE: Tli«e are suggested revWoni from the Jaa. 5,1999 iJocomcat -wiich h being 
drcnlated for sign»tarM, The diaxufei are jtroetnrftj only - ttat b, ao kngnsge has beea 
deleted or jremcved or rearranged to chOTgg lacaaing. Thao orgaaizatteiwl changes 
Hiave b««i made to better tfeSne die izrteBtiDBs of tiiose iodMdiuIs uid orgviizitioos 
who ksYc played msjof role hi sfcBpinS ̂ « iocamtoL 

Jn tfu spirit ofcaa^eiioH a/td wUk a eammUntatt tmKzrds rtdxing disease caused by tobacco 
produelz as well es tfuiaiitg Juiure prosperity end stability ofthe Aiwican tobacco farmer, 
the foboeeDfamfevn'fy. aridtobaeeafarmft$eonomffiiifes- the urvbrri^ned arganisatUins and 

•^-^SnSSIfcSIIontfS^ 
States Attomeys General to eomnit to starting and cnsctfng effiaiva teiacco tegislaixin and 
polities tJvs tficlvde theJbHawingpoiw Bgrcownt 

Tbat ow jggne* rglafad to the agOCT̂ turâ  on)ducfioa of tobacco tberc U agrcemeat: 

Tbat a. lobacco pradasiop control prog^n ixiilfih fittits supply Bod -wtfcfa irt* a ainim 
pareftasc price ij in the bcsi inteisst of liie pubac health commumty and lio ts>hacas 
producer conununiiy- A tobacco program provides srabflity xo BsUacca fanaas and thdr 
cnmmiaincs, and eJiTmnatloa of tbe program akonld net teke pla« dating the period in which 
lis taniiB of aiw national kgistaiivcprc^ajilsOTizjiplemmî ^ Should ao =ation!jJ 
Irgislsaoc ccc^, no dimgES should take pliux tffltU afta a l i i ^ 
vcrii flill paticipreon in decydoa-making by tDbacco pcodocaj, which ensures thai udeqiciie 
ccgnamic safeguatds have been pd iQ pface to provide ecflflomic stability to producers and 
Ttcir coinmuniticsi From a harm reduction stm^n. ft is in :he bist intsr^st ofthe pubiaz 
hisilth camMfftltyio svpport er^csd asrjra^ct ofquota stability fbr darned prodaciiofi of 
tobaeco. [Moved Jrom « ofpubile health issues to add e?f7phasU on the program] 

2 -rtg any coats agodaifidvgilh tbe <dfflini5tradOT jrosnBn "be 

longer bear fl» costs for the adauflisacion or cpemiia of such a p r o g ^ 

3. TlatthensbegciatcrcoopenuiDobewMithewbacw 
health cononwiity ro ensmelhat quality connul and health and safety standaria are 
maintaiflfid m the pmduelifln of wba«o a/idthat irtdimry iT̂ bnna/ioK and raear^k should be 
made avdldbli forpubUc mtz*r [langaaze from #i of public health issues add^dhenjir 
consisiincyj, both domestically and abroad. Agencies with pubEc heaHh rcjponjibility, 
including the Food nnd Dreg AdministraioQ (y^osc autluxity ovet iziflaufacnurd tobacco 
ptwiucts sb aald aot ettmdio oa-fOT wbacco producdon). should *oik 
through structaiCT ohcady in place in ths Department of Agrfculxiire zrA Environjnintal 
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Prowcfiofl Agency » ai aot» cjcicnd any actional control and btneoucracy over the on-
iiann production of tobacco. 

4. TiaE lobacco quota hoWsis and tobacco lease holders should be gjvca the ^poitunity to 
hjwe their quotas eoajpeosaitd for at a fair and equitable level, and that tiic protectioa of 
tenant ftnneTsbe^siwial conaidcradonaapmoft̂  
aot ̂ vQSely BfTê ted. 

5. TluaasigmficaiitamouttoftisoBcybedlocairfsoAattobflew 
comsnznities have options and oppwuniiifis to ensure their economic viahHiiy into ihc 21si 

-̂TSfaeajr̂ arxwBrbtaipificantT^ -
" 4.»>^mtf.g tĥ  altftraam erf these funds, acd decirion making f<g plao» w aohanca ihe 
econofflic infiafitucoTO of thase ctaamuaifies sbnn̂  
consmunity-ljascdti?* Agricuftard-bflSBdivdapowit inpanicd^ to be giwea a 

That an iemea related to pghUe health thgre g tgreameim 

1 That ft isb the best mtteata ofthe pubHc heallh comm^̂ ^ 
cOTannnity tba: the FDA should have auihonly to establish foir and equitable iBsdatoiy 
cOTlrols over the fflanufeetore, sale, distribiiljaa, labdihg faiduding coratiy cf tsrigus) and 
markcong of tobacco ppsducts, both domestic and impcsted, coaparahle to xcgulanms 

- esahI«hedfbxoth«rpioducaTBBnhtaIby*ePDA Such re8Ulation5«btajH have as djcir 
goal the prutectioii of plbhe health and the, assonnce thai ueca of to bacco produco are 
provided wittfulJbidcompleteinfornHtictiaboutthepit̂  InordCTto 
accoiupljsh.tb:5 goal, indasoy infbimfliion andiesaairh ahnuldbe made available for public 
«vicvir. 

2. njatthcre should be strong complemcntnry federal, stata and lo«l Ia^>-a whkh guarantee Xbst. 

under tlie ap of 18, [numbers 2 and 3 Mfen stparattd for inereesed errphasiij 

3. IhstprohaittwoftheuseoftobattoproductsbyiBfomsdadu^^ 
of public haalUi fldyecaias er tobacco producffs. 

4 That AcieihQtJd be n^bamwu in place to prevent the 
ŵfanber in raw agricuhural leaf. leeon̂ ftarBi or hcmogeni2D3 leaf, wbacco by-products, or 

any other form or aUeralioB of tobacco, that does not meet pesncido irjadoc reqwrnnrats and 
ether qoiity consols reqiaied for doniesticany grown and piodu^ 

5 Thai if there Is an iocreasfl in the fcdcrsl excise tax in any legislalivc pf opoaal, that in additioa 
to the tax being used for canyinj om pubUc health Inidativcs, a portion of the tax 
aasiil larmcfs andAcir coitflnunttias ia addrcaame tKoir economic dependence oo lobacco. 

Con ?rbidplas StateiMnt - /lUt 5, ^ 
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Amy Barkley 606/373-4779 
Julie Brackett 502/587-8641 

HEALTH AND AGRICULTURE GROUPS DISCUSS COMMON GROUND 

Amidst settlement talks and lawsuits, FDA regulations and discussions of the tobacco 

price support program at the national level, historic tobacco talks In their own right have 

been taking place here in Kentucky. In a state where tobacco Is part of the very culture 

unheard of until a year ago when the Kentucky Health and Agriculture Forum was bom. 

This effort was initiated when the Buriey Tobacco Growers Cooperative Assodation 

requested a meeting with representatives of the American Heart Assodation. American 

Lung Association, and American Cancer Society. At that meeting in May pf 1996, there 

was discussion of possible areas of cooperation between healtii and tobacco interests. 

Subsequentiy. anotiier meeting was convened In August of 1996, and additional health 

and agriculture interests were Invited. At that time, tiie Coalition for Health and 

Agricultural Development (CHAD) was asked to convene ongoing meetings to bring 

together leaders in health and agriculture to discuss potential "common ground." Those 

discussions have taken place at nine additional meetings where there has been 

agreement from the group that the meetings are worthwhile and should continue. 

The following mission statement was developed recently to help give the meetings 

more focus: 

The Health and Agriculture Forum, convened by the 
Coalition for Health and Agricultural Development, Inc. 
(CHAD), is a community of pro-famier/pro-healtii 
stakeholders. Our mission is to provide a safe place for 
people with diverse positions on tobacco Issues to work 
together'to sustain healthy Individuals, families, farms. 
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The Forum's goals are to: 

• Appreciate the values arvi concerns of all participants 
>i • Build tiust and strengthen relationships 
i! • Provide an open forum for diverse opinions 
|; • Broaden our network of health and agriculture leaders 
lj • Be clear on areas of disagreement and focus on common goals 

• Educate each other, tiie public and elected officials 
• Seek funding for development of projects which are consistent with these goafs 

After much discussion; it was agreed tiiat tiie Forum would focus on two issues: 

1. Development of a "blueprint" for diversification which would evaluate cun-ent efforts, 

reveal targeted opportunities and recommend a focus or plan for Kentucky. 

Support for current projects/proposals aimed at strengthening Kentucky agriculture 

and preparing it for the future. 

......̂ •rn^a .̂.,..̂ ,, I B., Str-engthening'-the-state's-youth-access-^lavirto-reduc^lllegat'saley of "tobacco 

i! products to minors. 

j. While health and agriculture Interests cannot agree on many issues, those two fit into 

!! tho philosophies and goals of each: protecting Kentucky's children while also 

protecting the family farm. 

"Kentucky has set the pace for other tobacco states." said Amy Bari<ley, Executive 

Director of CHAD. "Similar groups have now fonned in Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia. 

and the Carolinas. and they are looking to Kentucky as an example of healUi and 

agriculture working together." 
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Most recentiy, several Forum member organizations have signed a "Resolution of 

Mutual Understanding Between Organizations and Individuals Interested in Working 

Cooperatively to Reduce Underage Tobacco Use While Ensuring Economic Stability 

and Opportunities iq Tobacco Growing States." Similar to a resolution being circulated 

and signed by various groups In tobacco states and at the national level, the document 

spells out the concerns of botii health and agriculture groups and tiie need to work 

together on areas of common ground. 

Pariilcipating organizations in Uie Health and Agriculture Forum are: Ag 2000 Project, 

American Cancer Society. American Heart Association. American Lung Association, 

Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative Association, Champions for a Drug-Free 

Kentucky, Coalition for Health and Agricultural Developrnent. Commodity Growers 

"^CoopiraHveTSssocIa^^^ 

Kentucky Cooperative Extension Sen/ice, Kentijcky Department of Agriculture, 

Kentucky Department for Public Healtii, Kentucky Medical Association. Kentucky 

SmokeLess States Project. University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, USDA Farm 

Service Agency, and the Woodford County Farm Bureau, 

-30-
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CORlil PRINCIPLES STATEMENTBETWEEN TSE PUBUC HEALTg 
COiVlMUNnY AND TBE TOBACCO PRODUCERS COMMUNITY 

NOTE: These aja sujsuted ravWona from the JatL 5,1998 document -which h being 
circniated for signalaraj. The chan̂ CT are jtructuraj only - that b, no langaage has been 
dalexed or nsoved or rearranged to chywgg meaaing. ThaM organtzatioaa] changes 
have b«« made to better defloe the isteatioBs of dioae iDdMdnils uid or^asizatlona 
who heyc played Ae ma}et role ia sfcaping the dooxment 

^ tfu spirit ofcat^oRon and with a commiimen tabards n^ing disease caused by tobacco 
prodneta. as wall es tttstaing rte/tnu/e prosperity and stability ofthe American fobacco farmer, 
the tohaeeafarmfomfy. and tobacco farrmrt$eommffiitfes- die ur^rsi^ned ar^ardzattons artd 

'"SaSffiySEErHZrawfS^^ 
States Attorneys COKTOI lo eoimii to starting and trusatfng efftedvs tobacco legislasinn and 
policies thai Include theJbHawingpoiras ofagrcanera. 

Tbat on iwia related to the agriCTlturai produefiog of tobacca there Lt ggrcemeat: 

J. That a tobacco prodiBtioP contrei program vrhlsh Umits auppfy and iwtocb sets a minim nss. 
pnrcjiase price ii in the best inteiss: of the public health comnjumty and lie tobacco 
ptoduccT communily- Alabacco ptQ^am provides stability xo BJbacco fanaeus and their 
cammiBinrs, and eSnnnaiion ofthe program ahonld not take plae* dtaang the period in which 
tbe taime of any rational legisiaiive prc^aals air iinplemcnred. Should no =a&>aaJ 
Icgialaaon occur, ao changES should take plac uatU after a ttortJUgh review of ths prograni. 
with full participation 5n ceciaioa-making by tobacca pcoducera, which en^uies itar udeqicjifi 
economic safcguatds have been pul in pface to provide economic stability to producera and 
their connnucidea. From a harm reduction jtm^ni. it is in 'M but inter ust qfthepvblic 
hiolth eamnwtliyio svpport aJtanced assvsJtee ofquota stability for domestic production of 
tobacco. [Moved from f5 of public heahh issues to add ertiphasU on the program] 

2. That any coats agocSaifid vnth. the adarfnistratioa or operarion of a tobacco pro§ram be 

longer bear d» costs for fhe adauinsaaiion or opctaticm of such a pro-am. 

3. Tiat there be ptttffcoopcraiianbetw« the ttbaccosro'^wmtnts^ 
health connnwity ro ensure that quality conmjl and health and Jafety standards are 
maintained m ths pioduetion of lobacco tpidthat irtdusiry IjfjrnuuioK and research should b̂  
made avaUable forpublic misM [laiiguasefrom #i of public health issues added hî rz for 
consistitjcyj, both domesticftlly and abroad. Agencies with public heaHh rcsponjibiiity, 
ilKiuding die Food nsd Dreg Administrauon (v̂ iose aufliority ovet nianufacturcd totracco 
products shanld aot ertaadto oa-fann tobacco production), should *oik coopetativdy 
tbroogh structaiCT already in place in rha Department of A^iculuse awJ EnviroarrKntal 

•V. 
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Piotecnofl Agency so as oflt to extend any actional control ud btatnucracy over the on-
lann production of tobacco. 

Tiac mbacco quoa holdais and tobacco lease holders should be gjvca the ^poitunity to 
have their quotas eompeaswcd for at a fair and equitable level, and thai the protectjoa of 
tenant ftnrters be ̂  special consLdcraiion a» pan of lius process to ensure thai Uicy ate 
not ̂ vazsely BfTected. 

Tljat a significaot amoua of nMcy be allocalrf »that tobacco grow^ 
communities have options and oppoiruaitifis to cnsare their economic viability imo the 21si 

•TSfieayrriiaffwosrbtsigrdflcanHaŵ ^ 
" .̂̂ HT̂ rt̂ iVg thg aliftcarion ef these funds, and deeirioa making f<g plans le aohanca the 
eeonomic infiafitaicoTO ofthese commanifia sbnuld be gowaned jmrnaiiiy throogh 
conmumty-bascdugjut Agrwuftafal-besaddnrdopiwmtinpaidcdarw^ 

That aw teanea related to r*'*'"̂  *b«ra i» aarmegn 

1 That h ism the best mtereala ofthe public iBsJlhconmiunî  
cotnmnmiy that the FDA should Jiavc authority to establish feir and cttuitablo iBsdatoxy 
coBirob over the nanufeeture, sale, disiribnlJQB, labeling CmcJudiag country of origin) azid 
tnarkcmif of tobacco pnxJucts; both domestic and imported, coxaparahle to rcgulaBaru 
esahliahedfoxotherprnductsrugnlatcdbydusFDA StKhrsgulattoo* abouH have aa their 
goal the protectioB of pilblic bealtii and the assurance thai Mess of tobacco piuducts are 
provided witlifulÎ completeinforniatiOTaboutthepiixfa^ MoidCTto 
accomplish this goal, indastry infbsmaiinn and leseairh should be made available for public 

review. 

2- Tbat there should be strong complemcritnry federal. 5tat» and bed la ŝ which guarantee that 
^'""'^S^FolgoaScSWro'CgiateP^ anyone. . -

under the age of 18. [numbers 2 and 5 mrt stparattd for increased zrrphasis] 

3. That prahibttJon of the use of tobacco produds by infbnned adults of legal age ia not a gt«l 
of public health advecaifts er tobacer) pTBducas. 

4 TlBtdsereAotJd be mechanisrnam place to prevent the impoctjdoa of 
wiuaher inaw â cuhural leai, lecon̂ tinaBi or homogenized leaf, wbacco by-producta, or 
any other i m a alicraJian of tobacco, that doea not meet pesucido n̂ stdOB requâ nents and 
ether quality eonttols required for domestically gmwn and produced tobaceo. 

5 Thar if there Is an iocrease in the fedeial cxdae tax in any X̂ ŝiŝ yz pf opoaal, that in additioa 
to the tax being used for canyinft out public health Initiatives, a ponioa of the tax be used to 
assiil larmers and̂ eir CQItfliwnrtias ia addiwaing their economic dependence oo lobacco-

Cart PrbidpUs Statemtat • ^ l^n ^ 
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Statement of 
Rod Kuegel 

President, Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative, Inc. 
Regarding the Release ofthe Core Principles 

Between the Tobacco Producers and the Public Health Community 

I am Rod Kuegel, a tobacco farmer from Kentucky and president of the Buriey Tobacco 
Growers Co-Op. 

Back home in our community, we put families first and farms second. That's why our 
tobacco growers chose to participate in this broad-based organization gathered here 
today. Our farmers are serious about limiting youth access to tobacco products. That 
common thread links us to these health organizations. 

None of us want America's youth to use tobacco products. All of us support strong 
educational efforts to help young people stop using tobacco products. And all of us 
believe that - whether in the past, present, or future ~ it is wrong to direct tobacco 
advertising at young people. We want that practice stopped. 

We all agree upon these core principles to protect America's children from tobacco. But 
this broad-based group also agrees that tobacco farmers cannot raise their children 
without a tobacco program. 

For our farmers, public health is more that vaccinations and blood pressure checks. It is 
also the well being and quality of life within our small, rural communities. And the 
economic life blood in those communities is the tobacco program. Without it, our farmers 
will not have the money to buy health insurance. They cannot pay medical bills, and they 
cannot make mortgage payments. 

My friends in these health organizations know that this program actually limits U.S. 
production of tobacco, and that it holds leaf tobacco prices at a higher level than what 
manufacturers would normally pay. 

Our Kentucky tobacco growers also understand the program's importance. That why 
they recently gave 97 percent approval rating by referendum votes to continue the 
program. 

These, then, are the reasons that we tobacco farmers have joined the efforts of these 
distinguished health groups, and why they support our rural communities. 

In the near future, we tobacco growers also encourage this same group to endorse a 
comprehensive tobacco settlement that not only keeps tobacco products away from 
children but that also keeps our family farms sustainable. 

# # # 



urgent 
f a c s i m i l e 

To: 'Christa Robinson, Barbara Wolley' 
Company: 

Fax Number: +1 (202) 456-7431 

Business Phone: 

From: John Mark Hack 
Fax Number: +1 (502)564-2849 

Business Phone: 

Home Phone: 

Pages: 3 
Date/Time: 4/7/98 9:50:12 AM 
Subject: President's Roundtable for Kentucky Visit 

Other names as promised. Please call me at 502-682-9672 if necessary. 



April 7, 1998 

TO: Christa Robinson 

FR: John-Mark Hack 

RE: President's Roundtable for Kentucky Visit 

Here are the other names as promised. I have included a 
member of the public health community and a couple of other 
options. Please let me know at your earliest convenience the 
makeup of the roundtable. Thanks. 

STUDENT: Marissa Vaught (Pacific Islander) 
17 years old, high school junior 
Active in anti-smoking and SADD activities 
father is Calvin Vaught 502-732-4315 

PARENT: Robert C. Froman 
former farmer, sold farm 2 years ago 
502-732-0286 

WAREHOUSEMAN: Melvin Lyons 
Kentuckiana Tobacco Warehouse 
502-732-4308 

(Please note this is the owner of the facility where the event 
will take place. We may submit an alternative name later 
today for your consideration.) 

FARMER (QUOTA OWNER): Dave Rowlett 
1438 Lock Road, Carrollton 
502-732-5541 

FARMER (TENANT FARMER): Robert Beech 
2477 Four Mile Road, 



f 
Carrollton 
502-732-6460 

FARMER (FEMALE, AFRICAN-AMERICAN): 
Mattie Mack 
502-422-2838 
This is the one with the hundreds of 
foster children and grandchildren 
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Memorandum: 

To: 

From: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Tom Freedman 
Office of Domestic Policy 
The White House 
Karen Armstrong-Cumming 
April 2. 1998 
Tobacco Farmers and Farming Communities 

ommodity Growers Coop 

Wc had discussed the tobacco farming provisions of any prospective national tobacco 
policy and you asked that I fax any further suggestions. We are extremely pleased, of 
course, to see major components of the LEAF act included in the "National Tobacco Policy 
and Youth Smoking Reduction Act," particularly Title X, Long-Term Economic 
Assistance for Farmers. Given the future potential disastrous impact on small and mid­
sized farms and farming communities for changes in tobacco production, the 
administration and management of the "Tobacco Community Economic Development 
Grants," (Section 1023) require considerable attention, monitoring and accountability. 
Simply put, tliis program could either terminate forever the nation's strongest family farm 
system or could demonstrate to the world that rural economic development can be farm-
based, facilitating locally-owned value added farm businesses which complement local 
farm production. We suggest certain changes are needed to ensure the latter option. 

From recent surveys of tobacco farmers, they are most profoundly concemed about the 
ability simply to continue farming, given changes in tobacco's future. Since it is the 
tobacco farmers, their families, and local institutions that are most impacted by this 
legislation, we feel that the farmers and farm families' needs should be the primary 
focus for local econoinic development efforts. Simply put, farmers do not want to see 
tobacco dollars, through the "Tobacco Communily Economic Development Grants," used 
for new factories, shopping malls and non-farm development that will take children away 
from farms and convert rural farmland to suburban sprawl. These grant funds, in fact, 
could provide the opportunity for farm-based entrepreneurial development and other 
agricultural revitalization, envisioned in our National Commission on Snfall Farm's report, 
rather than directing development away from farmers and farming communities. But to 
achieve these goals they must be properly administered, with significant farmer input in 
design, administration, management and monitoring of a program. 

While wc in Kentucky feel quite certain that State administration of this program would 
include extensive input and advice from farmers and the farming communily, wc do not 

Karen Armstrong-Cummings 
Managing Director 

Suite 206, 620 S Broadway, Lexington, KY 40508 



have that certainty about other tobacco-producing states. This is particularly tme where 
Govemors do not have the same type of understanding and appreciation of family farms 
and rural communities as does Governor Patton. We recommend that this section (Sec. 
1023, (b)) be amended, at a minimum, to include a requirement that Slate applications be 
prepared in consultation with an Advisory Board of farmers, or more appropriately, that 
farm groups and organizations have the authority to submit proposals directly to the 
Secretary. Alternatively, the USDA could establish a farmer-managed application and 
review process, similar to the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program 
which has been highly successful in involving farmers directly in research, training and 
demonstration projects. 

We urge you. President Clinton, Vice-President Gore and Secretary Glickman to seriously 
consider the important goal of continuing a prosperous and sustainable family farm 
system, through the effective management of tobacco community economic development 
program with some amendments to this section. 

In addition, while we are quite pleased that Secretary Glickman selected Kentucky as the 
location of his first Farm Forum in this series, we request you to remind President Clinton 
of our invitation of December 17, 1997 (atiached letter). Now more than ever, we urge the 
President to meet directly with tobacco farmers, farm families, and Kentucky's community 
of rural citizens whose future wiU be forever changed by current events in Congress. And 
of course smce he's iTiteresied in meeting the national championship University of 
Kentucky Wildcats basketball team (Go Cats!), he could combine those visits with a trip to 
our beautiful bluegrass state sometime soon. We appreciate your interest and concem with 
these issues and I personally look forward to meeting with you tomorrow. 

cc: USDA Secretary Dan Glickman 
Governor Paul Patton 
John-Mark Mack 
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^poly^^ul III The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President, United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear President Clinton, 

As a member ofthe National Commission on Small Famis. I sincerely appreciate your 
intere.st in the future of small farms and rural communities. On behalf of the 150,000 
lobacco farmers in Kentucky. Ohio, Indiana. West Virginia and Missouri, we encourage 
you to highlight this concern for small farms by conducting a Presidential Summit on 
Farming Communities in Kentucky. Kentucky's 89,000 farms, the large majority of which 
are tobacco farms, face the most uncertain future of any small farms in this nation. 

In addition to our region's farms, tobacco accounts for half or more of total farni sales on 
neariy one-third of African American-operated farms in the east coast states from North 
Carolina to Maine, For decades these farms and communities have relied on a partnership 
between the federal governmeni and our farm organizations, a partnership originated over 
fifty years ago. In the upcoming Congress, this pannership, the lobacco price support 
program, will be reexamined in light of the proposed global tobacco settlement. 

Wc request your personal attention to any restructuring of this historic program arid to the 
fuiure of fariTiing communities whose economies, culture and environmental quality are 
intrinsically linked to lobacco farming. We urge you, your Cabinet and Congressional 
leaders to meet our local community leaders - farmers, physicians, business people, 
church leaders and ordinary citizens - in a Presidential Summit on Farming Communities. 

Words cannot express my appreciation for this opportunity to meet wilh you, your staff, 
Secretary Glickman, Congresswoman Clayton and farmers from around the nation. 
We truly believe that the concems of small lobacco farmers, particularly African American 
farmers, and our communities deserve your continued attention. We encourage you to 
maintain the focus that a Summit might bring to small farmers, African-American farmers, 
and all fann families and offer our assistance in any way possible. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Armstrong-Cummings 
Commodity Growers Coopcr.ntivc 

Rod Kucgel, President 
Burley Tobacco Growers Coop 

Karen Armstrong-Cummings Suite 206, 820 S. Broadway, Lexington, KY 40508 



The President's Summit on Farming Communities -
A Proposal to the Honorable William J. Clinton, President of the United States 

from the Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative and the 
Commodity Growers Cooperative 

We, the tobacco farmers of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, West Virginia and Missouri, invite 
President Bill Clinton to conduct a Presidential Summit on Farming Communities in this nation's most 
tobacco income dependent state - Kentucky. We request that you and this Congress carefiilly examine 
the success of the tobacco program, clearly evaluate and build on its economic, social and 
enviromnental successes and challenges in considering and crafting plans for this region's future. 

We invite you to conduct a Summit Roundtable similar to the successful 1993 NorthwesI Forest 
Summit in Oregon, crafting a plan with those who care about the fiiture of our rural communities, those 
of us who live in the tobacco farming states. This dialogue would enable local people lo describe the 
highly complex, but highly successful, tobacco program, particularly the farmers and the communities, 
towns and cities directly affected by tobacco income. Together with your leadership, wc can build a 
plan to restructure, equitably, the existing partnership which sustains our land, our communities and 
our economy. This dialogue should include our heallh community- our local doctors and heallh 
officials who live in communities supported by tobacco farmers' income. 

Throughout this nation our small farmers, particularly those who are African-American and 
limited-resource farmers, are calling upon this Administration to act, loday. for our farming 
communities' future. Nowhere are farm families and communities experiencing a fiiture so uncertain 
as those in tobacco producing states. The upcoming National Commission on Small Farms' report, 
coupled wilh pending Congressional debates on the global lobacco settlement, provide this 
Adminislration an unprecedented and historic opportunity to lead America's small farms and rural 
communities into a more prosperous and sustainable future. 

America's lobacco farming regions need this nation's understanding and involvement today 
unlike any olher lime in our country's history: 

0 Over 100,000 small farms, owned by more African-Americans than in any other region 
ofthe country, annually renew our connections to ihe land through spring plantings and fall harvesting, 
knowing it is not just the crop but the tobacco program that sustains farms and communities; 

0 Our farming communities' partnership between the federal govcnmient and lobacco 
farmer organizations originated when national economic wizard Bemard Baruch worked wilh lobacco 
farmers, developing a system, equitable for farmers~a highly successfiil partnership enduring over five 
decades; 

o The global lobacco settlement's potential economic impact on tobacco production and 
current Congressional trends to uncouple govemment from farming, ensures that small farms, 
particularly in the Appalachian areas of Kentucky, West Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee and 
Virginia, will fail and our communities will deteriorate. America's lobacco producing Appalachian 
mountain counties are this nation's most tobacco-income dependent counties, since off-farm income is 
sometimes nonexistent and tobacco constitutes most agricultural production. 

A Presidential Summit, involving you, our Congressional leaders, and the many federal 
agencies involved in ihe complex issue of lobacco production and control, would enable an open 
examination and dialogue about the future of this region. Farmers, community, church and civic 
leaders, whose future will be forever changed by actions of your Adminislration and the 1998 Congress 
could discuss openly, and devise together, a Presidential Plan for Sustaining Farming Communities, 
targeicd on ihc lobacco region whose farms arc most ai risk. Wc offer our support and look forward lo 
assisting under your leadership. 



Background Information 
presented to the National Commission on Small Farms 

Even before members of Congress began submitting bills to phase out the tobacco program, 
farmers and farm organizations spoke lo the National Small Fann Commission of uiicertainty and 
hopelessness pervading the lobacco farming communities, pleading with the Commission to consider 
the special needs of this farming population. For over five decades, small fanners, African-American 
farmers and new and beginning farmers in these states have been cushioned from many economic 
pitfalls facing other farmers, by a tobacco price support and production control program. This 
partnership between the federal govemment and tobacco farmer organizations originated with an 
historic federal govemment and farmer partnership when national economic wizard Bemard Baruch 
work with tobacco famiers and develop a system that was fair and equitable for farmers, 

The resulting tobacco program, not simply the crop itself, has enabled small farmers to 
experience a comfort unlike any other farm group -- assurance and certainty based on a sysiem lhal 
works. Not a subsidized system, the tobacco program's success has often fiirther clouded dialogue as 
uninformed groups urge farmers to take up "alternatives to tobacco." Such misguided advice fails to 
recognize that even green bean farmers, given such a program and market structure, would fight to 
their death any attempt to change. 

As tobacco farmers participate in other agricultural markets, they coiuit the dwindling profits 
from other products, and watch neighboring dairy and livestock farmers failing. Tobacco farmers are 
perplexed by well-intentioned, though profoundly faulty offerings that oihers say are "alternatives." 
It's not just the tobacco crop for which there is no altemative. but the lobacco program. 

Support structures, the lack of which have haunted other farmers without such opportunily, 
include access lo credit, market stability, a farmer-based decision-making structure, and decades of 
production experience. This structure provides the autonomy to experiment wilh olher crops and 
products. Most importantly, the tobacco program has enabled small and African-American farmers 
throughout the south and Appalachian regions to continue farming, even as pressures mounted from all 
sectors of society to replace the crop with another. 

Throughout these decades, farmers, frustrated by community and often their own families' 
urging, have worked to supplement or replace the crop, experimenting with a vast range of altematives. 
Throughout these decades, farmers continue to rely on tobacco. Baffled lhat few understand the 
program's importance, a refrain from the stymied tobacco community reverberates that, "It's not just 
the crop, it's the tobacco program." 

It Is no accident that the lobacco states and communities, including North Carolina, Keniucky, 
Tennessee, South Carolina, West Virginia, Virginia and Maryland, also represent among the highest 
concentrations of small and African-American farms. Tobacco income is particularly important lo 
limited-resource farmers, African American farmers and the Appalachian regions ofthe upper South. 
In these same areas, again in the mountain regions, off-farm income is limited or nonexlsient, poverty 
rates are high, and tobacco farm income constitutes a greater portion, not only of agricultural income, 
but overall economic income. 

In the Appalachian counties of Kentucky, the tobacco-income dependent couniies include those 
farmers most al risk in our nation. In Eastern Kentucky's Owsley County, for example, the poverty rate 
in 1990 was 50%, Because of the limited availability of off-fann jobs, agriculture is the area's 
dominant income and the dominant agriculture is tobacco Welfare reform has only fiirther increased 
tobacco's importance lo the communities. 

In the 18th Annual Family Farm Report to Congress (1993), the USDA reported that allhough 
the Com Belt had the largest number of farms in 1993, the Appalachian Region (Kentucky. North 



Carolina, Temiessee. Virginia and West Virginia) was second with 299,000. "Farms, however, were 
considerably smaller in the Appalachian Region than the Com Belt in terms of average acres, average 
gross cash income, and average gross sales." adding that 85% of America's tobacco farms are in this 

The USDA reported 91,787 tobacco farms, with 147 acres (mean acres operated), producing 
$32,000 (mean gross cash income), and as shown m the following table, the tobacco states correspond 
to those states with large numbers of small farms. 

State Percentage of Small Farms in the State 

Indiana 
''Kentucky 
'̂ North Carolina 
Maryland 
Missouri 
Ohio 
South Carolina 
''Tennessee 
'̂ Virginia 
''West Virginia 

55 
73 
63 
61 
67 
61 
76 
82 
74 
88 

^^!(Cerwi^*ridic«e^pp»iachi8n Region state where 85% of lobaceo ii produced. 
•This listing does not include states such as Conncciicui and Pcnnjylvanlo where tobacco sccounis ror only a very small portion of overall agricultural 
production. 

Tobacco, grown primarily in the upper South where many African American farms are 
concenu-ated, has provided stability and profits as their "supplemental" farm products have failed. 
According to the 1992 Census of Agriculture, tobacco accounts for half or more of total farm sales on 
nearly one-third of African American-operated farms in the east coast slates from North Carolina to 
Maine. 

Although tobacco production has been a source of controversy for years, the lobacco program 
more recently became the focus of more concerted and serious examination with the landmark "global 
settlement" between the states attomeys general and the tobacco companies in June of 1997. This 368 
billion dollar settlement, if approved by Congress, will drastically change federal regulatory and health 
policy regarding tobacco sales, distribution and by all predictions, lobacco production. The tobacco 
farmers and the tobacco price support program were not addressed in the proposed tobacco settlement. 

Since June, several major Congressional proposals have been introduced affecting both the 
tobacco product sales, tobacco production and the tobacco program. Even since the Commission's 
single meeting in tobacco country, held in Memphis shortly after the settlement was announced, 
Congressional hearings have begun on the tobacco settlement and bills have been inuoduced lo end the 
tobacco program. 

The Commodity Growers Cooperative requests President Clinton, the Administration's Cabinet, 
USDA in particular, and Congress to carefully study, within the next sixty days, the success ofthe 
tobacco program, and to clearly evaluate the economic, social and environmental impact of program 
changes. This study would assess the complex social, economic and environmental impact ofthe 
federal price support's 50 year program in the tobacco-producing slates, particularly wilh input from 
the farmers and the communities, towns and cities directly affected by tobacco economy. 

This study must examine the range of social and economic factors associaicd wilh the tobacco 



price support and production control program, the imeraction of this program with regional social and 
economic systems, and the program's impact on small farmers, African-American farmers, rural 
communities and urban centers in and Southem region of the United States, developing 
recommendaiions for systems and processes to stimulate and sustain local economies in the event that 
the tobacco program is phased out. 

The USDA should conduct this review jointly with other partners and agencies concemed with 
the fiill range of a healthy community, including other federal agencies, such as the: 

0 Federal agencies: Appalachian Regional Commission, Department of Commerce. 
Environmemal Protection Agency, Health and Human Ser\'ices. Housing and Urban Development. 
Department of Labor, Tennessee Valley Authority; 

o State and local governments, including associations such as the Southem Govemors 
Association, the National Association of Counties, Nalional League of Cities, which provide liaison 
with state and local govemments; 

0 Private sector representatives including farm service and supply businesses, banks and other 
lending institutions, manufacturers and small businesses, and organizations which work with local 
privale sector groups; regional and locally based community development corporations; 

0 Farm organizations and cooperatives; and, 
0 Nongovernmental organizations working with farmers, rural developmeni, public heallh and 

community economic development 
The USDA should request and assist the Office of the President, jointly wilh states' Govemors 

and Congressional delegations, in convening town meetings and community gatherings throughout the 
tobacco producing states to solicit input and recommendations for sustaining healthy tobacco 
communities, particularly where small and limited-resource farmers. African-American farmers, and 
new and beginning farmers operate The USDA, together with the President's Commission on 
Sustainable Development, should examine and assess, in addition to the tobacco program, the systems 
and programs for ensuring farmer-based, locally driven community development consistent with good 
stewardship of the region's natural resources. 

The USDA, Congress, and the Office ofthe President should consider largeiing the Nalional 
Conunission on Small Farms' suggestions and recommendations which concerning access to credit, 
market development and opportunities and new farmer initiatives to the lobacco producing states and 
communities for priority testing and implementation in 1998, based on the lessons leamed from the 
assessment described above and ihc process for its development. 

As outlined in the discussion presented above, all lobacco farmers in these states currently have 
a safely net which Congress is considering cutting out from under them, thus all tobacco farmers, their 
communities and urban centers wil! be at great risk, the extent of which is currently only speculative. 
Agricultural economists in Kentucky estimate that as many as 50% ofthe tobacco farms could be 
eliminated, if the tobacco program is terminated, primarily the small farms. The small, limited-resource 
and African American fanners, who are also tobacco farmers, are concentrated in-these slales and 
should be provided the immediate opponunity for lesting and developing the new systems in particular. 
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More coming. Here's what I have for now. 



April 6, 1998 

TO: Christa Robinson, White House Domestic Policy Office 

FR: John-Mark Hack, Governor Paul Patton's Office 

RE: Names for Roundtable in Carrollton 

NAMES FOR PRESIDENTIAL ROUNDTABLE - KENTUCKY 

First Baptist Church. Carrollton Y ^ m ^ ^ A } ^ . ^ 
(502)732-0612 '^'^' 

*Recommended by the Superintendant of Schools. Very 
popular with young people. I'm unsure of his political 
affiliation. We're not committed here. Just a suggestion. 
I'll forward another one tomorrow morning. 

Rod Kuegel 
President, Burley Tobacco Grower's Cooperative 
(502)771-4764 (home) 
(502)2^4*9664 (mobile) o Z . ? 0 

*Rod isa must for us. He's bright, articulate and 
astute. A good Dem, he's President of an organization 
that represents 150,000 tobacco farm families in five 
states. 45 years old. Farmer, elected to Board of 
Directors of Co-op 1986, President in 1992. Farms 
tobacco, beef cattle, corn, soy beans, wheat, straw, hay, 
"potatoes", tomatoes. Undergrad in Accounting from UK. 
Baptist, Lions Club, Daviess Co. Democratic Exec. 
Committee, Kentucky Farm Bureau. Represents 27 
Kentucky counties on Burley Board, and five states as 
President of Burley Co-op 



Karen Armstrong-Cummings 
Director, Commodity Grower's Cooperative 
National Small Farm Commission Member 
(606)233-7845 

*Karen would make an excellent addition to any 
discussion about the future of small farms in Kentucky. 

Bill Sprague 
President, Kentucky Farm Bureau 
(502)495-5101 (number for David Beck, Farm Bureau Exec. 
Dir.) 

*Not necessarily a friend of our's, but represents the 
largest farm organization in Kentucky. Shouldn't be left 
out. 

Billy E. Courts 
Vocational Agriculture Teacher, Grant County High School 
(606)428-1138 (home) 
(606)824-6445 (work - school) 

*works with young people going into Agriculture. 
Definitely not a must for us, but a good option for you. 

NOTES: 

I'm faxing under separate cover a statement issued by Rod 
Kuegel relating to the Core Principles released by the 
Tobacco and Health group a few weeks ago, and the press 
release they issued. I'll fax the actual Core Principles 
tomorrow morning. 

I'm still working on the names for the parent, the student, the 
warehouseman, and the famous grandmother of 37. Will 
forward those tomorrow as well. 



If you need to reach me tomorrow after 10:30AM, call 502-
682-9672. 

What about an African-American tobacco farmer? 



wbo MP* attaadlag tb« •cHwmr- i tnuy Corlngtozi 

President makes statement about courage with visit 
Walcome to the Bluegnu State, Mr. 

President! 
Kentucklans vho don't bave their 

heads bidden somewfaete oear their 
shtrttalli are happy you're here. We 
wish TOU well 

You might say we wlshupooataUinK 
Stair. 

Teeeeeeeeee-hah! 
Plenty c< ua are just Oat out tickled 

toheai yoti*!! ba Tlaitiiir. I also say hats 
oS to you for coznlog into tenitory 
wtiare you — and Mrs Clinton — have 
tjfcti more t^°" a few vitiiolle shots In 
the public discourse. For tbat reason, 
your vlalt Ihuisday may he one ot tbe 
more poUtlcaUy courageous presldenr 
tiAl Tidta since your hero JTK want to 
talk to the Houston minlateis in I960 to 
show them how eaay it would be to rata 
tor a Catholic. 

And he had to go there to gat elected. 
You dont have to come here beeausa 
youTe not running — unless, aa some-
one I beard the other nigbt suggest, we 
change tbe Constitution so you can 
have a third term. 

WILLIAM 
Just to give you 

the flavor of tba 
worst of It, an indi­
vidual over near Ow-
ensboro a few yean 
ago burned Urs. 
Clinton in efCgy be­
cause of tobacco Is­
sues. But he wasn't a 
tme Keotuckian, and 
many of us hoped 
he'd go back to 

Wisconsin wbve be came from. 
I had the good fortune to ask Urs. 

Clinton a ftow questions wtMn she 
opened your Covtagton campaign ot9oa 
in '92.1 asked her it she didn't — some­
times, when she was b^ng completely 
honest with henelf — wish aba were 
the candidate. She looked a tad startled, 
gilnned bioadb and said, "You've got to 
he kidding md^ 

Another thing she did that day was 
turn a self-eltBcisg oosunait by Judge 
BaymoDd I^pe — SD eeUmabls, respect­
ed Jurist wbo has the aitectian of many 
of ua — Into a puUic pat on tbe hack. 
When ICn. Clinton and Judge Lape 

were Introduced, he waa in shlit sleeves 
and said "Oh, my gosh, you're seeing all 
ths tattoos of my misspent youth." 

A ttw minutes later, out on the 
stumps Un. CllBtbn wisnnly and deftly 
turned that oomment into ber own psr 
triotlc compliment to the Judgê s Navy 
servleac "Hia 'mlaiqieDr yoiith was 
spent trying to ensure that America was 
a leader," sha told the croiid. 

Also on tliat vlolt, she wowed nnnthm 
group with her ability to recall the 
«aTn» of each child in a class she had 
met briefly. 

Yet wblla many of us react wpnda-
tively, make tio mistake. Thaae Keo-
tuelqr woods sheltv some misguided 
Kentucklans who listen to all the radio 
demagogues, the ones who never tire of 
baiting you. Then they talk amongst 
thamseivea, sort of elicUng and snilSng. 

It must ba hard far these guya who 
east stand you. Aftei all, unmnploy-
gicnt — aside firom its tCRibly high 
rates •^'T^g young African American 
men — Is abnoot niL We ire at peace. 
Welfare ia undergoing long-needed re­

fonn. Tbe federal budget's almost bal-
snoed. Uiey won't give you any credit 
tor this, althougli you're in tha middle 
of your, second term. 

" A n d having auisd 
at tha illogie ot paint­
ing a moderate 
Southern Democnt 
as a earning leftist, 
they are now TO-
dund to rooting &» 
those wbo would use 
tbe full Ssith sad 
credit of the Onitad 
States ot America to 
look from D.C. to Ar-
kansaa and back for 
lurid tales that 

would let them do to you what they 
couldnt do at tbe polla. 

So until the end of your final tenn. I 
say If s nioe to bave a guy in ttia White 
Houae wlio ean pls9 the ssK a guy wbo 
really likes Elvis — especially afier 
guys in the Wtatta Bouse like mxon, 
Bnagjin andBuah. (Bamenbar when 
JFBsin 1960, aakedTedSoreoaeal 
tMnV jt waî  something "HOovsr? 

n i l 

Landon? Dewey? Nbon? Whoe do they 
get these guysT") 

Stan Chealey intioducsd you to his 
guasts tbe other night aa tiw greatest 
president, and lots of people wbo heard 
shout it in the news ridiculed the re­
mark. But talia tieait in tha tict tbat the 
people doing the ridiculing ofien ars 
thcM who cant see thie truth when tt 
walks right up to them. 

Ibey are the same people who eriti-
djse Chealey ftar balng a bt cat, when ia 
reality, as The Poaf s WssUigton bu­
reau leportar, BUl Stimub, pcuitad out 
In a recent column. Cbeiley beoame 
what be is by standing aquaraly on the 
side ofthe little guy. 

Uaybe Cheslsy's "greatest preeldenV' 
remaik was hyperbole, but, bey, we'te 
living in days when soma fellow is actu­
ally running around railing money to 
put Ronald Reagan's miig on UL Ruab-
more. 

Par my money, Chsalcy baa a better 
grip on reality. 

mzuam Waatberslssasistaa(c<ty 
editor lar Tbe Poit 
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