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Troopers dropping gun check 
ERIN GIBSON 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 

Despite a pica from Frcsident Clinton, Arkansas State Police will stop conducting 
background checks on prospective handgun buyers today, state police director Col. John 
Bailey said. 

"Based on conversations with the state police legal staff and attorney general's 
representative, wc have no recourse but to stop the background checks and comply with this 
change in the Brady law as intcipreted by the Supreme Court," Bailey said in a statement 
released Tuesday. 

The background checks were required under the federal Brady law until Friday, when the 
U.S. Supreme Court mled that the federal government tould not force stale and local law 
enforcement agencieŝ  tb conduct the checks. 

While 27 states have passed their own version of the Brady law — which includes both 
the background check and a five-day waiting period for a handgun buyers — Arkansas never 
did. Under the federal statute, Arkansas State Police began conducting background checks 
in February 1994. 

But Arkansas officials re-evaluated the state's background check ptogram after the court's 
ruling on a Brady law challenge filed by sheriffs from Arizona and Montana. 

"It was a matter of sitting down and looking at the laws »s they pertain to the state of 
Arkansas." state police spokesman Bill Sadler said Tuesday. 

In a series of meetings that began Monday, Bailey, Sgt. Daxrell Stayton (an attorney in 
the state police director's office) and representatives of the state attorney general's office 
discussed laws on whether the state should continue performing the checks. 

Gov. Mike Htickabee was not involved in the decision to halt the checks in Arkansas, 
said Grant Teimille, a spokesman for the governor's office. 

"In light of the cotut's decision, this office believes tiial the state police have made the 
right call, and we stand behind their decision," Tennille said. 

Bailey's decision to stop the background checks clashed with requests from the president 
and several national police organizations to voluntarily continue them but excited some gun 
advocates in the state. 

John Wallis, president of the Arkansas Pistol and Rifle Association, said Tuesday that he 
expected the state to discontinue the background checks after the Supreme Court decision 
but said he was still "extremely pleased." 

" You can't force it i f there's no state law," Wallis said. 
Wallis said his organization and about 6,500 other members of gtin clubs around 

Arkansas hoped the state Legislature would refuse any attempt to reinstate the background 
checks by rejecting any Brady-type bills during the next legislative session. 

The absence of any sitate law left state police with no legal authority to continue 
conducting the Brady background checks after the Supreme Court decision, Sadler said. 
Before today, Arkansas conducted about 2,000 checks each month and charged potential 
gun buyers S15 for each check, he said. 

In the court's majority opinion released Friday, Justice Antonin Scailia wrote that the 
federal requirement for states to do the background check is "fundamentally incompatible 
with our constitutional system of dual sovereignty." 

However, the court left the Brady law's five-day waiting period intact and rtiled that states 
could continue to voluntarily conduct the checks until a national instant background-check 
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system is completed in November 1998. 
Upon hearing the Supreme Court's decision, Clinton requested that law enforcement 

ofGcials nationwide continue voluntary background checks. The president said he felt 
confident that "state and local law enforcement officials who asked us to pass the law will 
continue to do the background checks." 

Bailey said state law requires police to continue background checks for those applying for 
a concealed weapons pennit 

Federal law bans nine categories of people from buying handguns: those convicted or 
indicted on felony charges, those with mental illness, those dishonorably discharged from 
the military, fugitives from justice, those convicted of domestic abuse or under domestic 
violence restraining orders, illegal drug tiscrs. those who have renounced U.S. citizenship 
and illegal aliens. 

When making the decision, state police did not consider the demand for the background 
checks or tiie percentage of people who apply for backgrotmd checks but fail, Sadler said. 
Those statistics were not immediately available to police, he said. 

The possible loss in revenue from halting background checks also was never discussed. 
Sadler said. State police raise an estimated $380,000 annually from the background checks 
and completed 21,5:i4 checks from August 1996 through May 1997. 

Darren Taylor, owner of Midaouth Guns and Anmio, said only 10 of his customers have 
been tumed down since the Brady law background checks began. Of those, nine were tumed 
down by mistake and later allowed to buy tbe weapoii, he said. 

"I can't think of a single customer who would not be ecstatic about it," he said, "The 
people who come into the stores and buy the guns aren't the criminals anyway." 

Btit national police organization officials, including Intemationai Association of Chiefs of 
Police President Dairell Sanders, said the background checks are an important tool to keep 
guns out of the hands,of criminals. 

In a statement released last Friday, Sanders said police "have known for decades that 
requiring handgim purchasers to undergo backgrotmd checks and waiting periods is good 
policing and good ciimc prevention." 

Sanders, chief of police in Frankfort, 111., added, "I know that police chiefe around the 
coimtry will continue to conduct these checks in large numbers, wherever and whenever 
fliey can,' 
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Statement from Ohio Attorney General Betty D, Wlontgomery 

Over the la.«it vwu years, the United States Supreme Court ha.-; continued a ttend of .«;trilcini; 
down cxiunpks laf ihc federal government ovcr-rcachiniJ inlo tniditionul areas of staic 
l̂uthority. Todny, the Supreme Court struck down a portion of the federal Brady law that 

requirt-d local goYcrnments lo conduct background checks on people who wish to 
purchase a handgun. 

Tliis dccLsion leaves the Brady handgun check slill in place, bul effectively n̂Js Ohio's 
invMlvement as the meiias to carry out that background check. That responsibility will 
now be taken back hy the federal BOvernmcnL The federal goveniment cDiitinues to work 
toward the 1998 nationwide Brady check systeni, when the purchase ofall guns will 
require a bjickground check, 

AS a result, loday will be Ihe last diy that the Ohio Rtu-cau of Criminal identification and 
Invesiigfitiou will accept Brady check calls from gun dealers. All cUccte received 
tiirough lodny will be completed. , 

Over the Inst two ycam, the Oliio General Assembly has taken ntflny t̂cps to lougheu 
penallies for gun-rclaced crimes and as a former pruseculor, 1 will continue to support 
those measures. 

#### 
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Prior to lAit week'i U.S. Supnae 
tiut eoadttctcd bukground checks 

t lUR's dccioaa about tha Sratfy Act, «r«r« »ra ̂ f E w adegencs of ftatu 
^ 1 hndfun purchuQ3. Morvdisohalferailsiaiadru^)'had biekeroufid checks 

ill pltM - by arfer of thdr roipeci. r > suie Ififislaciac). Tbo remaining iiaioa (includiss 0M«) wnc suics whose 
I lesii]«iunsh«dBBaiaBidiedaba;i^eiindcheckfarbandguapuiGba5ea. i 

E COURT'S ACTION IN STaiwwe PORTIONS OF THE BRADY ACT 

T»159 P.i\m Job-D27 

MEWS STATEMENT 

When Ihc Brady A a bccvaa sflTKi 7) in I9S)4. itintflmilnl that 6a Ohio) eouniy ifavifft ̂ uld c«ny out the nquired 
bickfirowd cbscki. Tkî g^Ji p j i Doioit beiweoi (hoB-Aaanuy Cwaral Ue Fishrf arid aharilTj, ii was defiided thai 
Ohio'i Buraau «»f Crimiral Idcniifi; i ion lad Invnugnon (BCD would ia die actual wo^ Without ihc muditc of Uie 
BraJy Act, BCI would net have tbi i jthari^ 10 condiut ihesa background checks and provide 0thmvi8&<flD£daniaJ 
iribfmotiaii to BUB dealers 1 

Last Fiiday, the Supreme Coun reoU^ tw portunu of ihs Brady Act chat ordared Iccal I«w odarcemeni officials to 
conduct these Chsckj. Tbe eourt pr!; irved Ae ^ainflg pariefi amj r/inf.rmari ihai Iha fi^effl] jgi>gnin"«t n j n ^ t 
a back^ujld diEde daring tho wait i i ; poiad. Because tlic Ohio state Icsidofiuc has nev^iuduri^ B U m any 
sharifTie eaadoa a handgun purcb 11 background chck, at the moment the Supreme Coitrt nding vna handed dowa. 
ou7<taielo<t Aelesalfuihori^ (Of lyiductthna chocks. I 

A few w«]eus gwi oonBal advoEitĉ  
backgrgiind chska cn individuals 
sherifT a-police officer "in iht iHvtVt 
bMltj^vunJ ak«k* hsve %]rckdy bn 11 
5«cn if thai Maea*ithB case, a swâ ji 
criminal BciMiy has ecBurred. Ther 
hability. Aa a resull, BCI was ins 

In 1996,60,037 people wouts 
one pecont - were deniod hand 
didn't Tteeive a handgun finn a' 
paMni ahop, a gun ibow. Ilea luikzi, 
dollan w»i spmt in 19fiC cn thia pre 
- each ef than was able 10 purchoae 

Toowl0iewledge.tDd(rlh0BradyA ; 
i handeun illcgiJly have been presec d d 

Thi I All ef this ia m inicrim e^ictni 
and bael̂ rvund chodu f» 

guna. These iastwl baEkgroiind dieci I 
anployeea. 

k fcrbaiic guni 

lave poisud to Ohio R«vifled Code Sectien 109.54 creating fhe authoncy to do 
«Rl lots their pennissioD. Ths statais actually onl̂  allawa BCI to "aid amlaisfsi" a 

garioH omlutfon of any erjŝ a or the control ofaky criodnal asTivity." Hfladgun 
hftgonsEd ty (hs U.S. Juatiee I3q)ar&ncnC as a ncallaw eafhrcemcnl ctieck. 

background check decs net induAie 29 pmbeble ĉ use lo believe that a crime or 
—; checks done WJinout aulhsricj' ooold edfose che t̂ats le significue legal 

to stop ihs checks tiw day the Supreme Coun mab ill dadsioL 

gon dealers leptschuchacdguni. Of(hA(ficurei> 327-]cuthaDawbairef 
aiue of a disqaalifyiae fsoar. AIthou<^ I'm pleaded that those 327 pvple 
gtfi dMtor, wa have no jtt4r«Biaa that vech oTlhê a pwpU didn't proeted Us a 

' >' the black nuiket tn purchue a handgun the voy sotne day. Nearly a million 
y « while we i««r« able w Leep 327 people C:<B^ getting a handgun « poini A 
IT hondjun du vsy same day at point B, 

llcoi I sd 

in i la i 

, not a singia one ofthe 327 p«epla «ho falaifled the fbna tn'cd to purchase 
' by the U.S, JusQsa DepartmcrtL 

SLBI« bttlc« 

because, in Wil, Srddy AL-I calli for loeal gDV ônnrnti te sod ihc waiting 
Mil in facer of a osdonuo'dt "ioin t̂t chseie" prop^ for hoadgwis aad lena 
uill be done ai the point of pordiase and wall be c îductedby Mrrai 

fMOH£J 

^tUBt 130 EftAt erosd Streui / Columbus. Ohio o z j l S-3428 
An ^qual Ofifiwiunity Empleyar i 

\ Pfinmd an fiscyrlce Paper T 
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wedcend, sevail artomeys oa nqr 
vriib U.S. Atton^ Cenoil Jaut 1 ^ 
hoped tbat Ohio and other tiaus 
volunluy inclusion in ' 
Kmiied mithority. tk Ohio AtismoU poiool'l Oflica canus out 1au<s ^ we are Bot able iL aake up 

dfl(c« sp(S& with the li.S. Juauce C ôrrment to e:(p ore options. Ova the past 
ii i fTcanduecid research and diseasicd poedbiliijcs. C a. Sawday. 1 spoke pojonolly 

and explained Ohie's cencmiE; Pltsidat Clinioa and Atierney Goioil R010 
continue to do badspouad ehecica voluataiily- i thai our atak's 

is a decision only the legislature eaa make. As i 

Unless a Uw pf aparly directs us. 
cinndoOial and oihavise>prcseaed 
take it upon herself to pre-eaipt the s 
pronpted by probable cause, an inc 
bsdene. 

imply ein'l conduct bBckgromul eheclci onprivgtM (Rixens and than pnrvidc ihAt 
nfarmadon to anothtf person. No coe should CKpn i Ohio's chief legal officer 10 
ate legislarore and invade individual pfrva<y. Abs^ t a oiounal investigafien 
idual would have to give hil er her canssU before sifch t bocicground check could 

an c«Beuhv« agcttcy with 

sijcht 

AS d fatma pronecuia. I warn to ta 1^ all legal and na;taaable steps to iucp jwnt out ofthe hands of oiminals. To ih^t 
end we htvt (ikca the followijig r 

Beginning ut <he BI 
thaieadtpotaitial 
voluAtariV allew 
gun dealer duhng till 
tfuawaivtr. Obtab | 
eeoductacheek. 

few days, we will provide cvcy licensed gw dealei' in Ohio wilh a woivv fooa 
gua purchaser will be asked lb sign. Thai vaivor[ii>ill ask du buyer to 

to eoeduet a backgroiind shack and for^vd any dij qualliŷ g Infarmaiian to the 
waitLog period. We eaqpeei thai the nujcsity of ham sua purchasers will agree to 

individual penntsilea resolves the prcblni of our bek of legal authcriLy to I f 

If a pexflitial htodj 11 i purchasa nfius te si^ » fonn tha allows BCI tojeoadufit a backgrourd ̂ t̂ ^̂ . 
BCI win IbrwM aJ [ I be petinea infonndtica to tha fbderai BuiEim af Al^hol, Tobacco, aad Fiioanns 
widilhatpcrs '̂sT I i ne and iî vidoal ihSuBubOL The fadval gervenuî may-ihmi Genduci die 
necess«ybaekgrw( check during the wBicui{;poi<9d. The Siaprcnie Coiirt has already Said thai thi) is 
•n appnpriaia jgdc; I aciiviiy even wiihsui an sadividual'i pasdsslOIL 1 

To eneovage hand|' 11 puruhoters ID vahananiy allow BCI eo conduot ibeliBeesssry backfiraund 
Ohio will eomplete i 1; ebod̂  k two days - a Qiuck-Cfaeck" system. In 1998 the federal gevozunent 
will iian an Instanz! I ledc Q̂ stem which will oeev iope^Biely at each point of puidusc. Rec«at 
updates in ouf syslc: 12nd technoIoQ' havt allowed this te be possible. L t̂ally ihis ia poiaiblc baeawce 
The Brady Actit^tiii; period requircmeni is to five d&ys" If dien arefae diaquaUQ̂ â  oSsnses. a 
handgQnpiffdias0nilbeablBtBrKavohisorhfirgun«Sw4Sbguri - l^a than half the ame the 
fedsal check lil i; y take. ' | 

We an also drafting i i gishtion which would make it a felony olTense icz somesne laiie has already 
been ceoivictod of ce'. in felonies 10 anenpt to acquiir o handgun. This w^ allow Iwal law 
enfofcefflexn to prat< 1: ne those people who seek to violate the Brady AA by seeking to obtsin %«a8au 
when fhcy ane hot lê l̂y able (e own tlien. T 
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Gim-buyer checkŝ  
become voluntary 
Br M « l o l l — 

Background (iecka for Ohio 
handgun buy« ^ J j ^ ^ c Z r i 

S i n g individual P « ™ f 

wal auftflTiJy to conduct»<™*-^„,„ 

lake two days, Moiltratwy s ™ - " 
rtT™ buyer TefuaeB, tbe Aadt wfll 

SJX-Wbacia aad FtaannB «»d 

wfll take five days, nhesalA 
Pnmwjrk ia ejq«±ed to go «^ 

todayto 3.B00 gun dealer* am)a8 the 

''*1toitgoTnery ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ . 
tion an the Brady ̂ * "^Jf^^ 
Îdcend rf rtseardi by her s ^ m j 

• ^ n ^ t Markus. c ^ ^ t o 
Reno, said Montpmoy'B rcvBCd 
J ^ u i r has not been agnid to by 

flawed." MarkuB ^ " J S ; ^ 
njent had be«i workBd out with ATF 

Sical aeetion of the Bra4y 

Ptease see CimOflCll Page » 

lullng the fedfflii gflvamnent aai-
^^Hequire states to do cnminj 
S a c k e d cheeks " • o ^ ^ ' ^ 
handgun purchaaerB aa difflBed by 

Idantfflearian and Invwa^tkm m 
U n V Ohio. a « 6 ^ t J g « ^ 
of the court'B ruling, tte 6ta4e*laflked 
BUtiwritytBdotiieieda . 

Frmn Feb. 28, 
June 9. the bureau conducted 
206.905 background checks on 
wjuld-be gun purdBaere, r ^ a ^ 
150« — about 0,5 perwtL Her aCfiee 
aid oindsala bypass -flie systatn ano 

Issue over tha wwkcnd. t^.. . 
Ohio was aiMtig a handtul ol 

jtatfiB that had deddHl not te per-
Ibm Btwiy ebeeltt 

About half the atatcs ba-e,**^ 
own Bmdy tare, and meet of fl» 
others deddd to corttane on t h ^ 
own. wUdi the S^iraiie Coat sad 
Ihey eoidd do. . . . 

The federal gnvemmcnt plans 

to take over badtgnflmd cheeks by 
year-«n(31998- ^ ', 

Monifiomery said ber ofBce to 
p r e p S l ^ l a t l o n that would 

9l of certain clinas to attempt to 
buy a handgun. , , 
^ That would aUtw laal prwecu-
ton of Brady law violrfins, which K 
Sot done at the federal level. Mont-

^ S n ? d the 827 peoplfi denied a 
Ijaiuigun in Ohio in 1996 was nrwe-
ertad urder the federal b*, Mon̂ -

^ISontgoroayB change of haart 
dt«w immediate ft* from a Demo-
OBt who plana to run agamst her m 

Rkhari Cordray, fisrmer stole, 
soUdtor general under Carmer Attcr-, 

Montgomery's "tas»-jerk. diot^ha-

' ^ ^ ^ S ^ T ^ e n r t a n d h o w l 
Ohio's chief law enfotoement officeri 
S l rot be interested in teepmcj 
guna out of the-handfi of cDnvirtaa] 
felons," Cordiay said. 

ikark B. Weaker, dmuty attor-
ney general distniaaed those cnn-

""^"WB found a way to do the right 
Ihing, but to do it legally," he said. 
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gun-law stance 

(Checks durli 
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the Beacon JovnuZ 

COLtamus: Just days aftar afr 
SSLei»gtha ta j . a»»£^^^«2 

Court d«tatea, Obio Atfor 

ba&od eff somewhat yealenlay. 
Her gffic* wiU continue to oo 

chJS-bttt only for gun b̂ y«T̂  
«fag a 9 « to them. . 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

"Qay then cooouct uie n«j«s»n»j 

GUNS 
• Ohio has been unique 
in centraliziiig .checks 

background checks during tbe 
^q (̂]])g period." 

The statement di«w enitrt^ 
SSfSSiointsaiidbaighter 
Smm^Obio spokesman tor the 
i S T o f V h o L Tobacco a^ 
f j J ^ U «ho sakl it was the finst 
he'd hBBid of i t . 

ATF rtwkBsman Pat Betaidue-
d 2iid becDUld not coflan«t oe 
Montgometys^ Pl»^ ^ ^ ^ b j 
. ^ i n i to the buiean a enia KEa» 
S s e l to "deternmic whether 
this is l e ^ " 

On Friday, the high iBiirt ruled 
S»6CiB,PafleA10 

^BWuied fhno Pase Al 

4^ that tbo federri 
cannot compel state land local 
^ d e s to «ndurt baiigrumj 
S d « s - prompting ^ ^ ^ f ^ , • J stata's Bmvan of Cnflu-to say the statars tfvtvsu « wi™.-

iSenataidDn and 
vwuld amnedlatehr Sto|> aoeapUng 
backstnmd ebai requests from 
BID oealei^ . 

IJepiay Altonwy OenBsl Ma* 
K W « w said ^ ' f f ^ ^ ^ ' Z ^ 
Uevcd the state w«M be k g V 
e««Bd if It nm ^ H ^ * 
aSi0*a witbout a law spBesaouy 
allowing them. i ^ . * 

The dBdaion attracted Instant 
critidBin fitim •sross the awnby. 
Montioassy was the an^ «»• 

•«ho bnmodialejy abut down tbe 

"Wa expected maybe soma 
fimaIM0wa sheriff ^ Te«» to do 
•wSvvrith the .ctwAs," aald Jge 
S^Ssw-Tl^latlve . director of 

jhim tba wbflle stat«_*LS^°' 
«e especially «*»^^??*™JSS an attonw general who purportt 

to he so tawgh on camA" 
Montgemer3^bout-fiioB 

lowed a letter ttiBi UA Attorn^ 
Genenl Janî  Ba» tb**? «B™ 
law eatonsmant officials to eon-

^^•omeet and bopa that the 
vast majority <rfjw fflfr™"^ 
agsfides ta Arwrto will continue 
Jf^aTtheae choka voluntanhr,' 
tne Feno letter sail "^ t teaig-
aiM that same chief I w tflfwa^ 
S^t offlceft may sBll use the 
court's dedsion aa an excuae not 
S^nduct Brady background 
f h f r t a i >w-4. 

I t is just oDBiraaa SABB tnat 
we an keep daiag whataver we 
can to toep guns tmm criminals, 
Roio wrote. _ 

Ohio'a "tbOTey ffastftf s off i" 
lua been omductlng badsggiund 
3 ^ under the fisdaral Bwjr 
handgun eontx«l ™ ? 
S'mocttai, tba bureau Yhas run 
diecka an a«368 handgun hiwwa. 
bovine penBiU tt 1̂ 06 ef them. 

iWher statement yesterf"?: 

^ S f f i S f i e d people did tfr 
ttivB gwnfi "imm a licensed gUB 

fell inj**the Brady BilL . ^ 
la most stataî  otjr.PoBee ^ 

paiiaiMts and csnoisr . f ™ L 5 f 
Smosibto flir ruriMig the ha«-

.aiifeks..-OblJ?wst.m^ 
cheddng • ceotiaUsM under 

Mantgomay-a offlce. was set i j * t 
tba request of foraier Obto Attor-
Bey General Lee Hatur. : 

Bob Waltar, tbe Ptiasldoit Jttf 
Handgun Control Inc, s^ W 
SSi^ annownaal yestertv *». 
little to alleviate ta avBUJ^» 
^forries about MDntgomays ap-
tian. tad wid her P^P^ -^^ 

both ille«;al and UB̂ KncBble. ,̂  
Both tlss gtatB.Deanamlie Par­

ty and Bichard *:oiTln^, Montr 
Sin«y'« on^ -.DeinDcr»oc "PIP' 

eeaecaL'i race ao fer, aald MopV 
lomery does have authority ̂ o 
Soatinue hackotjund chadia IH^ 
der.cismit stato law. 3 

Cordrty. who was 
end under FSaher, sud 
aihnrs the attonw ga*"!«»»^ 
slrt kxai law aifofOBment agen-
eirt in Investig^g poBwbte awi-
8»mi ccadueL 

g^^tee that those people didnT̂  
IjoaMd to a lawnfihap, a gun 
S^l-fleavpiartBt or the blade 
SStot to p i i & J •bandgun the 
'vuty aame day." 

The Ohio attorney eeneraJ s 
role to running the ea«ckB Is 
unique among those states that 

sn't lerresea 8 fll!lrl^fL ^ 
-Slie'aBi?fiaumg& ber nund, 

Weawer aaid. -We aw «HU << the 
oobtian toat OWo dos not haye 
theauthorlty to cwjuiie ba<^ 
gjTDund checks." 
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Ohio to continue checWn̂  
on gun buyers Voluntarily 

BvJOEHAmTT 
FUlfBfaWSiW^J 

COLUMBUS — Stripped of its 
legal authority to conduct critnl-
nal backgraund checks on gun 
buyers. Ohio this week will begin 
asking handgun buyers to volun­
tarily permit the state to conduct 
such checks-

Infonnation on potenual hand­
gun buyers who refuse to sign an 
Ohio waiver will be forwarded to 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, To-
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bacco, and Firearms, which still 
has authority to conduct cnminal 
background checks without a gun 
buyer's consent. 

Ohio Attorney Ocnerai Betty p. 
Montgomery, who outlined the 
new Ohio waiver wstem yester­
day, aaid ir should provide the 
necessary safeeuards to keep, 
guns out of the hands of crlml-
tiat*- - -On Friday, the U.S. Supreme 
Court wiped out a section of the 
Brady law, ruling that tho federal 
government could not force state 
and local police aBancies to con­
duct criminal baekgrouad cheeks 
on handgun buyers. The court, 
however, left intact the federal 
govarnmeni's authority to con­
duct background checks. 

In Ohio last year. 60,037 people 
anempted to buy handpuns and' 
327 were denied after stale-
conducted background chocks 
tumed up records of felonies or, 
other disqualifying Information, 
according to Deputy Attorney 
General Mark R. Weaver. 

After the Brady law became ef­
fective in 1S94, The Ohio Bureau 
of Criminal Identification and In-, 
vestigation, working with county 
sheriffs, provided criminal back­
ground checks on handgun bu3̂  
ers during a five-day eooling-off 
period mandated by the law. 

Montgomery, who oversees the 
BCL had said in the wake of the 
Supreme Court decision that the 
state's gun-check system would 
be shut down immediately. But 
after speaking with U.S. Attorney 
General Janet Reno over the 
weekend. Montgomery decided to 
continue voluntary checks. 

Montgomery stressed that sys­
tem would last only until the fed­
eral government next year begins 
computerised criminal b8,ck-
ground checks that can occur im­
mediately at each paint of hand­
gun purchase. «. . _ j 

Columbus attorney Rjcnard 
Cordray. former state soUciior 
who bad argued in support of the 
Brady law, contended that the 
state still had legal authority to do 
handgun background checks de­
spite the court ruling. 

Cordrey, a possible Democratic 
opponent against Montgomery m 
1598. also called the voluntary 
waiver system r'useleas," adding, 
"The Uw-ablaing citizen wiu 
agree to aign, but the cnmmal 
will not." 



cn 

IHE ClNCDlNffll ENQUIRER 

METRO 
TUESDAY* JULY 1,1997 

Ohio gun checks on again 
™.<. r,f s-* rfp»<>K Uttt conduc- convKted felon to attempt to Under fire, 

attorney general 
changes nnind 
BY MICHAEL HAWTHORNE 
Enqmer Ĉ lunbua Bvmu 

COLUMBUS — Attoraey 
General Belty Montgomery, in 
an abrupt aboQl-face, announced 
Monday thai Ohio will resume 
criminal background checks on 
prospective gun buyers. 

Ms. Monlgcmiery faced a tor­
rent al criticism after cutting off 
the gun checks T̂ ridsy lolk̂ wing a 
U.S, Supreine Court decision 

(hat slrock down a key part of 
(he Brady gnn-control law. 

Following discusnons during 
Uic weekend that incUided a tele­
phone convefsalioa belween Ms, 
Montgomery and U.S, Attorney 
General Janet Reno, Ms. Mcmt-
gomery's oITice unveiled a new 
method that allows the back­
ground cbeckj to continoe. 

PfllentiaJ gun buyexs now will 
be asked tn sign a waiver allow­
ing the stale Bureau of Criminal 
IdenliTicalion and InvestigaUon 
to coudtict a background check. 
If they refuse to sign the wiver, 
Ihe buyer's personal information 
wOl be lor warded to the federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms. 

To encour­
age people to 
volunteer lor 
the state 
check, Ms. 
Montgomery's 
office is guar-

, anteeing the 
results wiO be 
bach wilhin 
two days. The 

BsHy Brady law im-
Monlgamery poses a waiting 
period of up to five days. 

The changes were prompted 
by a U.S. Snpreme Courl ruling 
that tbe lederal government can­
not require laal liw enforce­
ment to determine whether buy­
ers are fit to own handguns. Ohw 

was one of 23 states that ronduc-
led the checks only because fed­
eral lav required them to. 

"No one shonld espect Ohio's 
chief legal ollicer to lake it upon 
herself to pre-empt the state 
legislature ami invade iodisklua] 
piivacy," Ms. Monlgomery said 
in defending her earlier decision 
to slop the checks. 

The Brady hw, whkh affects 
only licensed gun dealers, has 
kept pistols out of (he hands of 
1,206 fekms and other prohibiled 
handgun buyers in Ohio since 
1934, according lo the attorney 
genera's office. 

Ms, Montgomery said her of­
flce is drafting legislation that 
would make it a felony Icr a 

convkted felon to 
acquire a handgun. 

Gun-conlrol advocates sharply 
ctiticiaed Ms. Montgomery for 
temporarily slopping Ihe liack-
giound checks, noling Uiey con-
linued in other slates wilh oo 
laws equivalent to the Brady law. 

The stale cbccis will be re­
placed with a federal sysiem 
scheduled to go on line in 1996. 

Democrats pounced on the po­
tential pelitical iniplicatioiis nf 
Ms. Monlgomery's decision. 

"Keeping the background 
checks seemed Hke an easy call." 
said Coluinbus-aica lawyer Rich­
ard A. Cordray, a Democrat who 
wants to chalkaige Ms. Monl-
gonicry in the 1998 elections. 
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Brady Law Follow Up Meeting 
Agenda 

August 1, 1997 

I. Voluntary Background Checks ~ Treasury 

A. Overall survey of CLEOs — ( V ^ y ^ ' ^ ^^ '̂̂ ^ 

B. Arkansas . , i v . \ ^ U ^ . t̂ •w W ' i ^ ^ ' / ^ ^ 
C. Ohio I yi ' [ 

II. Insta-Check System ~ Justice 

III. Options: 

A. Continue to work with CLEOs on voluntary checks 

B. Clarify state and local authority, immunity, fees 

C. Schumer/DOJ legislation 

D. Condition grants 

E. Authorize more NCHIP (National Criminal History Improvement 
Program) funding and require background checks 

IV. Law enforcement groups 



B R A D Y LEGISLATION 

^ A U T H O R I Z A T I O N T O C O N D U C T C H E C K S , INTERIM A N D PERMANENT, U N L E S S P R O H I B I T E D B Y 

STATE LAW 

I®" A U T H O R I Z A T I O N T O C H A R G E F E E S , INTERIM AND PERMANENT, U N L E S S P R O H I B I T E D BY 

STATE LAW 

^ No LIABILITY FOR CONDUCTING CHECKS, INTERIM AND PERMANENT 

•sp B A C K - U P CLEO T O C L E O O F R E S I D E N C E O F B U Y E R ( C L E O O F LOCATION O F S E L L E R , ANY 

OTHER CLEO IN T H E STATE) 

A U T H O R I Z A T I O N O F ADDITIONAL $ H U N D R E D MILL ION F O R I M P R O V E M E N T O F C R I M I N A L 

H ISTORY, S E X U A L P R E D A T O R , NATIONAL C H I L D PROTECTION ACT, A N D O T H E R R E C O R D S 

I M P R O V E M E N T S E F F O R T S O F T H E STATES 


