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OSHA ACTIVITY ON ASBESTOS SCARE

Jan 22 evening OSHA's Chicago North Arca Office in Des Plaines, Illinois received a complaiﬁt |
from a worker at Interstate Brands in Schiller Park, Illinois. He said that workers were exposed
to asbestos,

He alleged that a week prior, they werc asked to remove insulation from a boiler [ocated in the
boiler room, next to the cafeteria. When the cimployeces questioned whether there was asbestos,
their supervisor stated that the matcrial had been testcd and did not contain asbestos, so keep
removing the insulation.

These cmployees had done similar work in the past and this type of insulation had containcd
asbestos. They sccured portions of the insulation and sent it to a lab. the test results indicated the
insulation contained 1-5% chrysolite and 10-15% amosite, both types of asbestos.

Jan 23, the same worker called OSHA again and was on the phone with his chief steward as well
The employees told OSHA that the boiler was still in the area with the insulation attached. They
were concerned about removal of evidence and their exposure to the asbestos. The complainant

also stated that there was a chocolate mixing vat located in the area and he was concemed about
contamination of the chocolate.

Jan 23 afternoon, OSHA Chicago North office received a call from EPA asking them to respond
to a complaint they reccived about thesc exposures. OSHA began its investigation at the facility.
Samples were taken of the insulation material and have been sent to a lab. Photos of the area
were also taken.

Late Jan 26 evening, OSHA hot-line received a call from Illinois EPA, they were sealing the
facility due to asbestos contamination. The Illinois EPA was concerned that the ashastos fibers

had gotten into the ventilation systcm and was posing a significant risk.
Jan 27 morning, OSHA continued its investigation. The Illinois EPA was on-site.
Illinois EPA: ended up not secaling the plant, the company shut down voluntarily.

Illinois Public Health Dept signed a voluntary agrecment with plant, they agreed to recall all snack
foods that were produced during the week and half time period.

illinois AG is investigating potential criminal violations of environmental laws.

Insulation material was placed in a wheelbarrow and rolled to the dumpster, thru food production
(possibly contaminating the food product). :

We are opening a “whistlcblower” case there because the worker who first complained claims that
his life is being thrcatened.



We have inspectcd this facility previously, but have found no serious violations.

Interstate Bakeries is the parent company, located in Kansas City, Missouri. They are the largest
wholesale baker in the US.
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Asbestos
scare spurs
snack recall

By
1

Nancy Miliman o
% Starr Whrer :

In one of the laﬁeat-?mad
recalls .An state’ history,the!
maker of Hostess gnack foeds '
on Tuesday recalled, becanse of”
Dossible ushestas contamination
seversl million food itema baked
at a northwest suburban plant.
At the same Hime, the Ninajg
attorney general's affiee said, i 1s |
investigating whether the aem.
pany, Interstate Bakeries Garp.
may have violawd state law in 4
recant asbestos. removdl prefect |
that may have contaminamed the
bakery, which the state Baviron-
mental Protection Agency has
£ ‘unfil fimther notien. <. ,
Intarstate Bakeries, hased in |
h t ' paren
company of the Hostess line of
snacks. such ms Twinkles, |

HoHa'a and Doll¥ Madisocn
cakes, some of the best-aelling
brands in the coumtry. - -
‘The bakery in porthwest sub
urban Schiller Park is the dig.
: producer of Twinkies in the
. natlen and aupplles-Minsis apa }
 other satm

Dlinols afMiclals sald they are

conoaned that all food made at ||

the plant between Jan. 11 and J
Jan. 26 may be contaminated
with asbestos :
* There have been 1o repori® of
mmm!m to t@g cansump-
Uon of Hostess products, officialy
said Altwoogh there is no eondn-
sive evidenca, some studies have
linked repeated conaumption of
asbesios to cancer of the enphtuui
and the gastrointestinal trest. ] |
o5, 2 minetal used in fire |
proofing has been found to be a |
carcinogen, and {s particularly
narma to the Lmgs. )
The reaall 15 amall compared
with last summer's 25 million-
pound recall of ground beef by
Hudson Foods Iin Nebraska .
ause of the possibility of Benolf -
bacteria cobtamination. Bus offl- -
cals  d ir is ons of the largest {n |
the state's history. - l
The recall came after four days
of urging by the Nlinois Depare- :
men! of Public Health and the M-
nais EPA, said Tom Schafer. a -

and supplies 1linois and 20 other
stes. . .
Hostass prodects  Expiretion dals
HoNa's 149213
Twinkies’ . Vee-2/%
Light Twinklas 1/22-2/6
Cupcakes 1/22.6
Light Cup V2.2 |
Ught Brownie v, |
Chocolicloys 1/22-2/%
Oat Bran Muffin 1/22-2)6
Valamtine V26
Hoppars ‘122248
Oessert Cup V23-2/6
. Fruit Pies /22./8
Heney Bun 2/22-2/8
Dolly Madison - 1/22-2/6
CUﬂﬂm.! S -
Sause; Intanm Arans Corpaarion
. ' Chicg® Titane
Stair officials lenmed that an old -

- plant on Jan. 11 by two plant

vanA-fALG

Satng whether actiong at the hak-
ery were In violation of a hew
state law that makes it a felany to
ﬂbmly remove asbagtos, Curty

Hostess snacks recalled
The bakery in nortewst suburhgn
Schiller Park is the bigpest
praducer of Twinkies in the haton

boiler—xwith ashesins in {ta [nenla-
Uon—had been removed Jom the

workers who were not cextified for

through
before

~Everything that could nnvn;xie
wTONng removing asbestos] did
£0 wWrone" he "We belleva the

idoos
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But he aaid tha plant manager
who ordared the boijler's
removal—{n reaponse to a recom-
mendatisn fYom a fire mar-
shal—was not aware there was
asbestoa present The company
said it just leamed of tha problem
last Friday sand would not com-
ment on whether disciplinary
acuon har been talken

Chocags

Vrebsns
- Jeef3E

|
!
|

Diego

Sallis L. Golne opn-

ihis repont.

coniclusive evidence: on the madi.
cal rlaks, .o

“The evidence that ashestos iy a
disonse-causing agent when you
eat it 13 meager” safid Dr. David
Cugell, s specialist {in lung dis-
eases And asbestos at Northwest-

Memirial Hospita)

lhnl-nm:nllmighibeordemd.n

company aflicial said.

Al lbe area's )5 Jewel slores,
managers were instructed 1o pull
off all of [he Hoslese prodncts.

Tribune siaf) writers

Bun

tributed to

*“The real problem comes' when
you inhale it"

At Cock County Hospital, Dr.
Peter Orrly a physician af aceupa-

3aid Robert
ery, Canfeo-
ods
urban Nanh-

0 Warkers

—~r—

mors of a recall
morning and al

on all 108 sfcres were alerted

¢f Bak
bacc

onery and Ta

wal 1.

warty that they would be
poisaned horguss they ate Twink
ies,'! Orria sald. “It ia highly
unlikcely that anybedy will develsp
& diseuse from this incident »
Bul what about the planr's 200
workers who may have been
axposad to asbastas? .

harm,
(1734
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samaspastrios could have been con-
aminmed when the insulation was

pastries

Asbestos contamination feared

BY MICHELLE ROERERYS
STAFF Ruivisrv i

At least a million packages of
gome of America’s most-loved
snack caken were ordered off gtore
shelven in 21 atates Tueedsy amid
concerns they may have been

tainted with gsbestoa at a subur- -

ban Chicago plant -
Fourteen typas of Hostess-brand
anucks—including
Twinkies, Cup- [FFEE
cakes, Ho-Hos and -
Honey Buns—
were recalled
Tussday after
stata bealth offi-
cials discovored
the company had
illegally rewmoved
Qs w03 from ila
Schillar Park
plant. The recalled
padtries all have a
“57" in & code that
aucompunled the
expilation date.
Interstnze
Brands Coarp.
closed the plant—
which employs ba-

““Not anothar
Twinkie’ day!”

aftar inpulation was remaved on
Jan. 1] and 12 from a boiler room
by employees wha wers not. certi-
flad to do such a job.

'The stats is investigaring wheth-
er asshestos fibere wose tracksd by
foot and “blown through the

lant,” said [lincis Enviranmaenval
rotection Agency spokeaman
Dennis McMurray.

A eatats law passed thia year

. .. makee {t a felany
to. xmpmgu{y e
move asbastos, n
flbrous material
known to cause
cancer and other
health problams.
Nane of the re-
qQuirad procedures
were followsd wt
the Sehiller Park
plant, officiale
aaid

“They illegally
removed asbestoa
from their plant.”
‘taid Tom Schafer.
urokaamnn for the
Hlinais Depart-
ment ef Public
Henlth. “And as a

INO

twean 800 and 700
pmople—nftar officials threatenad
w shut It dosm Monday, company
officials anid. The Twinkie was
invented in Schiller Park in 1920.
The Xandas City, Mo.-baged
company said Tu y it balioves
the producte ara aafa. but its Host-
oms cake division ia voluntarily
recalling them.
Thko snock cakes may have bean

xepult, they put
Lheir amployees at risk and this
productat rlsk ™ - - .. .
Intermate Brands Corp. Vice
President Sandy Suiton ‘denied
that the compdiny [puandonally
hroke the law. S
“It’c not true,” Sutton said. The

insulation “wms removed inadver -
tently and it was found out Jater to

be.n LN

LI ] . -w. e

being removed from the boller
room. He said that if some of the
asbeston bacame airborane, it eould
havé ‘tatmeed padtries thar were
open 1o the air on a conveyor belr
:"We belicve all the recall prad,
ucts are safe and have met all
government standards,” Sutton
anld. "AsDestos is not generally can-
sidered to be en ingeativn hazard.”
But state officinle disagreed. BI-
forts are under way ta test the
snack cakes and their packaging .
for contamination. '
“Not much i3 knawn about the
health risk of ingesting food enn-
taminated with asbestos,”” Schofer

o —
— e S e—

anid, gidding that sgme studles

have linked repeated cunsumption

to cancer of the eqophagus and the
inal tyact.

Schafer said officlals are con-
exruad inhalation of asbestas fi-
hars could occur if the snack cake ]
packaging were opened. '

Dlinois Attorney General Jim |
Rysn is expected to file & civil
lawsuit agaipst the company vodey
to engure it “follows the proper
procadures bafore it reopens,” said
epokeaman Dan Curey. (

A Stata Police investigation is |
also under way 1o determina If the
compaeny Wil be charged with vio-
lating cgiminal statutes governing
asbestos remaval,

“Wea have no idea bow long we'll
be closed.” Sutton eaid. “We're
boping lees than a weak "

But etate oanvironman:t and
heaith department officials pxe-
dicted it could take longer.

Wages, benefits rise 3.3% in ’

WASHINGTON—Ampricanc’ Wages and benefis
rodq W 1997 ot the fastest ol Infou:yems.xoa;
news for workers byr a tm:jﬁEﬁdu of inflatian-
Ay prataures down the rosd The Lahor Depart-

y that its Bmplo
Index, conuldered the baat mauuepdﬁ::;g?}:

woges and benefit couts, roee 3.3

. . percent last .
nndaccehuhnn trom of 29 pereent in {;;l
and 27 percent in 1995,
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Twinkies, HoHo's Are Recalled

CHICAGQ (AP) -- More than a dozen types of Hostess snacks, including HoHe's and Twinkies,
sold 1n 21 states are being recalled because of possible asbestos contamination.

Kansas City, Mo.-based Interstate Brands Corp. said today it believes the products are safe, but its
Hostess cake division is voluntarily recalling them. There are concerns they may have been affected

by asbestos fibers in insulation removed from a botler at the company’s suburban Schiller Park plant
Jan. 11. .

Asbestos 15 a fibrous substance known to cause cancer and other health problems.

The [llnois Environmental Protection Agency had plaaned to close the plant Monday night when it
was shut down voluntarily.

‘ 'Evémhing they had in their plant or on their docks has been embargoed,” said Tom Schafer, a
spokesman for the Illinois Public Health Deparunent. "It is being held."

The products were sold in the central United States and bave a 57" code as part of the expiration
date on the package, the company said. Only products with the **57" code are subject 1o the recall.

The recall includes 13 Hostess products plus Dolly Medison cupeakes, almost all of which have
expiranon dates ranging from Jan, 22 through Feb. 6. HoHo's included have expiration dates ranging
from Jan. 29 to Feb. 13. The products can be returned to the place they were purchased for a
complete refund.

The incident is being investigated by state and federal officials, including the U.S. Occupational
Safety and Health Admipijstration.

Nancy Quick, directar of OSHA's Des Plaines office, said the agency received a complaint of
possible employee expasure ta asbestos and began its inspection last Friday. The ugency has nat yet
received results of tests to determine if anyone was exposed 10 asbestos.

Interstate Brands is the nation's largest wholesale baker. The snack brands inmvolved in the recal] are
Dolly Madison Cupcakes and the following Hostess producis: HoHo's, Twinkies, Light Twinkies,
Cupcakes, Iight Cup, Light Brownie, Chacolicious, Muffin-Oat Bran, Yalentine, Hoppers, Dessert
Cup, Fruit Pies and Eloncy Bun.

Schafer said the company told beajth officials that the states involved are: Arkansas, [llinois,
Indiana, Jowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minuesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, West

Virginia and Wisconsin.
Heme | US News | World News | Byainass | Sparts | Index | Weather | Help
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Twinkies Recalled for Possible
Asbestos

CHICAGO (Reuters) - Consumers have
been asked to return Hostess Twinkies,
Cupcakes and other snacks marked with
expiration dates beginning last Thursday
because of possible asbestos contamination.,

Interstate Bakeries Corp. said asbestos fibers
from an insulation removal operation at its
Schiller Park, Illinois, bakery could have
"affected” the products.

The company said that the recalled products
were safe and that asbestos was "not
generally considered to be an ingestion
hazard."

The products from the facility were
identifiable by the number "S7" underneath
the date code. Products with another number
were made at other bakeries and did not face
recall.

The Schiller Park facility was closed until
tests are completed to determine whether
asbestos fibers are present from the Jan. 11
cleanup of a boiler.
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cleanup of a boiler.
L ] January 27
The recall covered Hostess Twinkies, Light  Clinton Warns Iragi

Twinkies, Cupcakes, Light Cupcakes, Light ictato _
Brownies, Chocolicious, Oat Bran Muffins, —American Ready for Mir

Valentines, Hoppers, Desert Cups, Fruit lémm _
Pies, Honey Buns and Dolly Madison ﬁ%@@m&

Cupcakes with expiration dates beginning
Jan. 22 and ending Fcb. 6. Hostess HoHo's

with expirations between Jan. 29 and Feb. REUTERS 9

13 were also recalled. © 1997 Reuters Limited.
All ngl;ts reserved.

Consumers were told to return products to Republication and

the store for a refund. redissemination of the

contents of this screen
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