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U.S. Department of Labor Assi-stant secretary for 
Occupational Safety and Heallh 
Washington, D.C. 20210 

OSHA AC'I I VITY ON ASBESTOS SCARE 

Jan 22 evening OSHA's Chicago North Area Office in Des Plaines. Illinois received a complaint 
from a worker at Interstate Brands in Schiller Park, Illinois. He said thai workers were exoosed 
to asbestos. *̂  

He alleged that a week prior, they were asked to remove insulation from a boiler located in the 
boiler room, next to the cafeteria, When the employees questioned whether there was asbestos 
their supervisor stated that the material had been tested and did not contain asbestos so keep ' 
removing the insulation. ' 

These employees had done similar work in the past and this type of insulation had contained 
asbestos. They secured portions ofthe insulation and sent it to a lab. the test results indicated the 
insulation contained 1-5% cht^solite and 10-1 5% amosite, both types of asbestos. 

Jan 23. the same worker called OSHA again and was on the phone with his chief steward as well 
1 he employees told OSHA that the boiler was slill in the area with the insulation attached They 
were concerned about removal of evidence and their exposure to the asbestos. The complainant 
also stated that there was a chocolate mixing vat located in the area and he was concemed about 
contamination of the chocolate. 

Jan 23 aftemoon. OSHA Chicago North office received a call from EPA asking them to respond 
to a complaint they received about these exposures. OSHA began its investigation at the facility 
Samples were taken of the insulation material and have been sent to a lab. Photos ofthe area 
were also taken. 

Late Jan 26 evening, OSHA hot-line received a caU from Illinois EPA, they were sealing the 
faciUty due to asbestos contamination. The Illinois EPA was concerned thai the asbestos fibers 
had gotten into the ventilation system and was posing a significant risk. — 

Jan 27 morning, OSHA continued its investigation. The Illinois EPA was on-site _ 

Illinois EPA ended up not sealing the plant, the company shut down voluntarily. 

Illinois Public Health Dept signed a voluntary agreement with plant, they agreed to recall all snack 
foods that were produced during the week and half time period. 

Illinois AG is investigating potential criminal violations of environmental laws. 

Insulation material was placed in a wheelbarrow and rolled to the dumpster, tluu food production 
(possibly contaminating the food product), 

We are opening a "whistlcblower" case there because the worker who first complained claims that 
his life IS bemg threatened. 



We have inspected this facility previously, but have found no serious violations. 

Interstate Bakeries is the parent company, located in Kansas City, Missouri. They are the largest 
wholesale baker in the US. 
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In one or th« Urnst Taod 
recalls In state hlitory, the 
QUker of hostess anack ibeds 
on Tuesday reoalM. because ot 
jjoisible asiestoa coataminauon. 
seversJ mlUloB fbad Itams baked 
at a northwaat saburban plant 

At tbe aaiae •1TTII» miCAis 
aUsmey general'a ntT<fp said, li la 
invesdjatlag whether the .com' 
paĵ y. iBientate BaltsrieB Gatpw 
may havB ŷ Utud state latir^ i 
recant aflbwtbB reBoval prqject 
Qbat may have cGtitaBiiBaTBd 
takary. vhlch tl^ jtata Bftvfntn-
io&atal Protectle^ Ageaey has 
E until Ibntaer Dotica. t.--. , 

Intarcaie Bakariia. baaed in 
Khi aty. BioL la the MUon's 

I blggai baker aod le tha pBriont 
cotnpany of the KoBtBas lloe nf 
anacka. aach aa Twinkles, 

HoHo a and Doll^ Madlion 
cakes, some of the best-aeUliiE 

j>raiidfl ia the cotqitMr. 
The hakery ia npilhwaet siib-

urban Schiller PaTK Is the hlg< 
: producer of Twtiklsa In ON 

nation and HuctpUea-IIliBoia aad 
ao oQiar aftiBB. 

Illinois Qfflclala oald tbay an 
ccnmraad dut aU Hood made at 
the plant between Jan. 11 and 
Jan. SB may be contaminated 
with asbeatoa. 

Thae taavs bmi no nporls of 

Uon at Hosteas pnifueta. offldala 
said. Aldxra^ than ia no eandn-[ 
sive evldenca. aona attidin have 
linkvd repeated conauoptlatt of 
afbratcs to rmnrw of the eaopboiua' 
and the ̂ strointesnaal tiut < I 

A a minatal usad in flze-! 
praofuiK. haa bean Ibund to be a f 
carclnoeea and la porticalarLy 
narmzui TO uie mr̂ p 

The reoall Is anau cg&saxed 
with lut Bumincr'i as mllUon-
pound recall of ground beef by 
Hudson Foods In NebTdska 

au9e of tbe pofiiibihty of Radl ' 
bacteria contamination. But ofll-
dals d It is one of tba lanpst In ' 
Ihe state's hlitory. I 

The mall came aSsr Ibcr daya ' 
of urging by the Dllnois Depart- .' 
tnenc of Public Health aad tbe 
nais EPA. said Tom Sehaftr. a 

The fltUB a^idA Ropandtaig to 
a tip oa Mdajr, iBtsd the flam fbr 
asbtiatba tlut da; aod.ftiund "a 
my high leviL' Sdiafei- said. Tbe 
sata has not yet dona any tcadng 
oa producU. but i«id it la oon-
oBrnad that flhan ootdd bawe been 
mixed laiD tba preduct tnm con-
tarainahil packasliBC. 

Dllnels Atty. G«n. Jim Ryan ia 
planning to. file a clvU lawsuit 
ajtalnat tbe eenpany on Wednea. 
day. "aakine the court to make 
sure that bdbre the plant reopens 
It is cleaned up pmparly." said 
apakeanun. Dan Cnrry. 

Addittmwlly, Qe stale is tai«eatt-
ffiTtivg wbfldisr aetlonc at the bak­
ery were In violatton of. a new 
state law ttaat makes it a Cslony to 
myoperly remove asfaofltOB, Cuny 

Hosiess snacks recalled 
The bakeiy in nonhtamt suburban 
ScWiler Paifc is the bieecsc 
producer of TwinWes in the naDon 
and supplies ISnois an4 20 otter 
sonns. 

M^BSpivdBcb riiilialliiu tMn 

HoHos 
TWnkies V22-2/B 
Ugri TWnklas 1/22-2/6 
Cupcakes 1/22-2)16 

iJ22-2/6 
UghlBrav«nle V22-2/6 . 
Ghocolfdous V72-2m 
Oai Bran Muffin 1/22-2/6 
VBlentine 
HoppaiB 1/22'2/e 
Dessert Cup V2a-2/6 
Fruit Piss 

tjeneyBun 

Ooi^Madtaen V22-2/6 
Cupcakas 

Stale otodals lanned that an oU 
boiler-'̂ wiQi ndwftwa in tia Inaula-
Uon—hod been renoved ttuox the 
plant on Jan. l i by two plant 
workers who were not rr̂ rriflnH fgp 
asbestos zemovaL 

The wotiisB did not wctr pt»-
(ectlve clothing, did not ŝ al the 
boQar room and irdied fhe —i—tnu 
thnn^ the pianx in an open a n 
befbse placing It la a Dtuanster 
oQislde, the health departmanrs 
Sdudferaaid. ' 

-Evenrihlne that couid have'guw 
wrong nn removlag aBfaesioB] did 
eo WTone." he said "We Mleve tlw 

hiBâ lalB tirtiinarlnriflig that 
(VBml orUie bBuliilab «aa iaap-
F^priak tdatlve to E P A mola-
oona. aald. Martc Dlrkaa. 
vke praddait or carporatB taarket-
Ing at lUmtate. 

But he aald the plant managBr 
Who ordarod the boUar'B 
ramowil—In rcqonse to a recom­
mendation fjom a tire mar­
shal—was not aware there was 
asbestos present The coapany 
said It jiut teamed of tha nrobton 
last Friday aad would not eom-
meat on whether disciplinary 
action bad been takes. 

EvQi allar the uphnafrin pnifalan 
w«5 dlacBWBnad. there are QIMIOBS 
ahoat bow the company rMponded 
to tbe situation, eapecially after 
state fifiiddla found cotKandnaUon 
last waak. 

niB aiite hflBlth departasat said 
the coBipany was Caned Intn tha 
recall Sohal&r said fhe eomnany 
only agreed to tt when the istate 
£PA said it would seal the plmt 
Monday night and the health 
dflpaitnotc aaiil j± w emtmrgntrw 

. BU Us praduda dS'flf Tuesday. 
Uka the Food and Orai: 

AdadalnatiDn. whkh ftatoedBiad-
fion Ftaods info a recalL Uw ehtte 
health dqiaztBDait boa no recall 
power. SehoflRr said ir.IatEntate 
badnt iwaflBd tbe pradocta, the 
departaient woold have tdd the 
public not to cDaisuaifi ttKm. 

Anathar bitanto cmeial vice 
pMdmt and ffaanl ttimfnl Bay 
Sandy .SUHBO. denied ibut the coni-
pany had beat lafbnaed last week 
about Ihe health dfttartmenf s ial& 
^ mid the coaipetiy's own tttts 
ahowed no «—i*»mifMrim7 

And iHrkas aaid the company 
beUev« the pndnet is <Mrti»" pa 
aaid tbe fiamwnjf mcallad the pgoO,-
acta vQhaitafflly toily la "aDoTlate 
any eanams the public may havn,' 

Fhyisldans aald that there Isnt 
fioadusive evidence on flie aiadl< 
oalrlaks, 

"Tbi evidCBce thai aabeatot Is a 
dlaoBse-causlBK acent when you 
eal It is meaner." said Dr. Daval 
CugeU, B specialist la luns dis­
eases and asbestos at Nonhw«t-
em Memdrlal HaacdtaL 

"Ttie real problem comes wfien 
you Inhale ii" 

At Ciwk County Uoapital. Or. 
Peta- Qrtl̂  a physidan oC oceupe-
tlanal medldnê  aakl studies have 
bea cantndletay regardlne aabn-
tos and ŝtrelntBstinBl canes', 

"Nevertheleaa. no Individual 
shoQid wony that chey would tw 
prtennHl nacsnae thoy aia T̂ vtak-
ies/' Orria aaid. "It la highly 
UBlikaly thai anybody win develop 
a disease ftom this InddsaL" 

Bal what about the plant's 300 
workers who may have been 
expoaed to asbaBtos? 
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recalls 
pastries 
Asbestos contamination feared 

<5J> 

B Y MlCItELU HOBERTS 

At Lesdt a millian packagea of 
aome or Aaierica's moat-loved 
3nack ctikeB were ordered off store 
bihelvefl In 21 atatas Tuesday amid 
concerns they majr hava bean 
tauktcrl with ubestoa at a tubux-
ban Chicago pJoni. 

Fourteen t̂ rpea of Hostess* brand 
uuicka—ibcIudiniT 
Twinkiea, Cup­
cakes, Ho-Hos and 
Honey Buna— 
» e r e rocailecl 
Tutisday after 
stem liealth bffi-
ciaie diBcovozed 
the company bad 
illegally removed 
ai J38 from its 
Schi l lar Park 
plant. Tbe recalled 
padtiies all hava a 
"S7" ia a coda that 
aLcornpanlea tbe 
axpitstMn data. 

I n i a r f t i H T e 
Brands Corp. 
closed the plant— 
which amploys ba-
iwean 600 and 700 
pBoplff̂ nRer afCaials tbreaGenad 
lo ahut U down Monday, company 

"bfficiold lojd. The Twinkie waa 
invented in Schillar Park in 1990. 

The KanasB CStV, Mo.-baaed 
company said Tuesday it b«Ke«es 
ibe prâ uctB an oan. but lt« Hoat-
QBi cake division ia voluniazily 
recallitiK them 

"A^ot another 
Twinkie' day!" 

ThQ Knock etxkos may hav« bean 

aftaz insulatioii was removad on 
Jan. 11 and 12 fioa a boiler room 
by employees who wars noi oorci-
flad to do suoh a job. 

The Atats ia investigaiiaf; wheth­
er aabaatoa fiban waie ttaokad by 
Foot and "blown through tha 
plant," said nilnoia Enviroamaatal 
Protection Agency spokesman 
Dennis McMurray. 

A otots law poBsed thia ycai 
makes It a faimy 
t̂ ' impioperiy le-
move esbaaBoa, q 
fibrosa matarial 
known to cause 
cancer aad otbar 
health prohlaraa. 
None of the ra-
qulrod preoedutse 
were followad at 
tha Sehlller Park 
plant, officiala 
aald. 

"They illocally 
reaioved aabestoa 
firom their^plont," 
•aid Tom Chafer, 
•pokesman for the 
IlUhoia Depart­
ment ef Public 
Health. "And as a 
result, they put 

Uielt amployees at liak and this 
product at risk." -

IntematB Bianda Corp. ' Vice 
President Sandy Sutton danied 
that tha company tniaaclcnmlly 
broke tha law. 

"It'fi not tme,"' Sutton aaid'. The 
insulation "was removed inadver-
tently and ir was found oat latsr to 
be aabesua." 

'So 

— • OSHA-REG O F F I C E 
Ig] 009 

I could ha«e been con-
(•(pmaiad when th« iaevilatian was 
being mnovod from the hollar 
mom. He aaid that ii sone ot the 
••basi0B bocame airborne, it could 
havS tainted pastriea that were' 
open le the air on a conveyor beln 

/"We believe all The recall ptad> 
ucTB ue safiB and have mex. all 
govomffleni standards," Sutton 
said. "Aabsstoe is not gensnlly con-
Mdered to be on mgestiun hazetd." 

But state offlciala dlaagroed. Ef-' 
forts are undat way to tast tba 
snack cakes and their packaging; 
for contaniinattoo-

"Not much is known about the 
health risk of ingesting loud tnn-
taminated with asbeiioa," Scbofnr 

aald. adding tbat Boaio studies 
hero linked repeated cunautnmion 
to cancer of the esophagus and the 
gastzolnieBtinal tract. 

Schafac said offldala are con-
oenaad inhalation of asbestoi fl- ' 
luTB could occur it the anack coke | 
packaging were opeaed- i 

Illlnoia Anozney General Jim I 
Ryan ia axpectad to Qle a civil ' 
lawsuit agatpst the coaipaay today 
to eniura it "foUowa the proper ! 
procaduiea bisfore it raopena," said 
epoksaman Dan Ctucy. 

A State Police invvgtigatlon is 
also under way to datetmine If the 
oompany <vlll be charged with vio-
latbig criminal itatuias governing 
aabestoa removaL 

"VVe hafitB no idea how lone we'll 
doMd." Sutton aaid. "We'r« 

hofifaî  leea tlian a weak." 
Bul atate anvjionmant and 

haatth department officials pxe-
dletad It could taka Igneer. 

jWasw; baoeflts rise 13% in '97 
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Twinkies, HoHo's Are Recalled 

CHICAGO (AP) - More than a dozen types of Hosiess snacks, including HoHo's and Twinkies, 
sold in 21 states are being recalled because of possible asbestos coniamiuahon. 

Kansas City, Mo.-based Intcrsiaie Brands Corp. said today it believea the products are safe, but its 
Hostess cake division is voluntarily rccalliag them. There arc concems they may have been' afifeacd 
by asbestos fibers in insulation removed from a boiler at the company's sabuiban Schiller Park plant 
Jan. 11. 

Asbestos is a fi,brous substance kooviî  to cause cancer and other health problems. 

The Illinois Environaicntal Protection Agency had planned ro close the plant Monday night when it 
was shut down voluntarily. 

Everything they had in their plant or on their docks has been embargoed," said Tom S chafer, a 
spokesman for the Illinois Pubhc Health Depanment.' 'It is being held." 

The products were sold in the central United States and have a "'57" code as pan ofthe expiration 
date on the package, the company said. Only products with the "S?" code are subject to the recall. 

The recall includes 13 Hostess products plus Dolly Madison cupcakes, ahnost all of which have 
expiration dates ranging from Jan, 22 ilvough Feb. 6. HoHo's included have expiration dates ranging 
from Jan. 29 to Feb. 13. The products can be returned to the place they were purchased for a 
complete refund. 

The incident is being investigated by state and federal officials, including the U.S Occupational 
Safely and Health Administration. 

Nancy Quick, direcuar of OSHA's Des Plaines office, said the agency received a complaint of 
possible employee exposure ro asbostos and began its inspection last Friday. The agency has not yet 
received results of tests to determine if anyone was exposed To asbestos. 

IniETState Brands is the nalion's largest wholesale baker. The snack brands involved in the recall are 
Doily Madison Cupcakes and the following Hostess produjcia: HoHo's, Twinkles, Light Twinkies, 
Cupcakes. Light Cup, Lighl Brownie, Chocohcious, Muffin-Oat Bran. Valentine, Hoppers, DessMt 
Cup, Fruit Pies and Honey Bun. 

Schafer said the company told health officials that the staios involved are: Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana. Maryland, Michigan, Miruicsoia, Mississippi. ' 
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio. Oklahoma. Pennsylvania. South Dakota, Tenneasee. Texas, West 
Virginia and Wisconsin. 

Hgmo I Ua-Mew8 I World Maws I Bualneaa I Spurts 1 Inda* 1 Waathar I Help 
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CapyHthi |99> Aiiantted Prtu*. All righu msmid, 

lliii inaBsiM may aoi be puMliheil. braailcau. ieii»i<nLA or ntdisthbaicd. 
Send eeiimnt* ind qiKiraw about TH* WIRE lo feod^^SEflSdlE-
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Twinkies Recalled for Po.ssible Asbestos 
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Top Stories Updated 7:04 AM ET January 28, 1998 

Twinkies Recalled for Possible 
Asbestos 
CHICAGO (Reuters) - Consumers have 
been asked to return Hostess Twinkies, 
Cupcakes and other snacks marked witii 
expiration dates beginning last Thursday 
because of possible asbestos contaminatioa 

Interstate Bakeries Corp. s'aid asbestos fibers 
from an insulation removal operation at its 
Schiller Park, Illinois, bakery could have 
"affected" the products. 

The company said that the recalled products 
were safe and that asbestos was "not 
generally considered to be an ingestion 
hazard," 
The products firom the facility were 
identifiable by the number "57" underneath 
the date code. Products with another number 
were made at other bakeries and did not face 
recall. 

The Schiller Park facility was closed until 
tests are completed to determine whether 
asbestos fibers are present firom the Jan. 11 
cleanup of a boiler. 
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Clinton 
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Twinkies Recalled for 
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Twinkies Recalled for Possible Asbestos 
cleanup of a boiler. 

The recall covered Hostess Twinkies, Light 
Twinkies, Cupcakes, Light Cupcakes, Light 
Brownies, Chocolicious, Oat Bran Muffins, 
Valentines, Hoppers, Desert Cups, Fruit 
Pies. Honey Runs and Dolly Madison 
Cupcakes with expiration dates beginning 
Jan. 22 and ending Feb. 6. Hostess HoHo's 
with expirations between Jan. 29 and Feb. 
13 were also recalled. 

Consumers were told to return products to 
the store for a refiind. 

DOL- 345b2525:? ti/ o 
So I 2 

Page 2 of2 

Trio Up In Round-World Balloon (Previous 
story) 
Denver Honors Charnpinn Broncos (Next 
story) 

Archive: .S^edJ^L28 ^^_MQ^|^2i_Sat24 h U l ^ M 

January 27 
Clinton Warns Iraqi 
Dictator 
American Ready for M?r 
Mission 
Gene Mutation S1QW,Ŝ  
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