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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 4, 2000

Dear Neil:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I lock
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
T

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3704



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Gary:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia‘s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
™

The Honorable Gary L. Ackerman
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1602



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Shelley:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I loock

forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Shelley Berkley
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2801




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Howard:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Howard L. Berman
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0526



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Sherrod:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
=

The Honorable Sherrod Brown
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3513



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Lois:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
T

The Honorable Lois Capps
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0522



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Ben:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in-
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s demccratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continu bint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
T

The Honorable Bénjamin L. Cardin
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2003



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Gary:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
=™

The Honorable Gary A. Condit
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1518



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 4, 2000

Dear Joseph:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

=

The Honorable Joseph Crowley
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3207



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Peter:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

Tam

The Honorable Peter Deutsch
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0920



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Julian:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia‘’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
M

The Honorable Julian C. Dixon
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0532



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Lloyd:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have erdded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
T
The Honorable Lloyd Doggett

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4310



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Eliot:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
>
The Honorable Eliot L. Engel

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3217



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Lane:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I loock
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

Tom

The Honorable Lane Evans
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1317



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’'s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look

forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

o

The Honorable Bob Filner
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0550



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Representative Foley:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
T Cliso—

The Honorable Mark Foley
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0916



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Martin:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Martin Frost
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4324



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Sam:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Sam Gejdenson
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Mr. Leader:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
M

The Honorable Richard A. Gephardt
Democratic Leader

~ House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2503



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Alcee:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeqguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia. :

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I lock
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0923



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Joseph:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look

forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
The Honorable Joseph Hoeffel

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3813



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Tim:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

o

The Honorable Tim Holden
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3806



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Rush:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Rush Holt
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3012



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Steny:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

o

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2005



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Tom:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

o

The Honorable Tom Lantos
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0512



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Sandy:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
B,
The Honorable Sander M. Levin

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2212



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Nita:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look

forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

Ton

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3218



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Carolyn:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3214




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Ed:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

o

The Honorable Edward J. Markey
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2107



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look

forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

o

The Honorable Robert T. Matsui
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0505



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Jim:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious 1life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
i1n Russia.

Sincerely,

The Honorable James P. McGovern
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2103



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Cynthia:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Cynthia A. McKinney
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1004



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
=M

The Honorable Robert Menendez
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3013




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Jerry:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
="
The Honorable Jerrold Nadler

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3208



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Grace:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
T

The Honorable Grace Flores Napolitano
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0534

||



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Frank:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look

forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3006



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Nancy:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
T

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0508

-



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Representative Pitts:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
KA&CJ.;M‘W-—

The Honorable Joseph R. Pitts
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3816



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Representative Porter:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia‘’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look

forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
TS Closkou—

The Honorable John Edward Porter
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1310




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Representative Rogan:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I loock
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
T Uwskon—
The Honorable James E. Rogan

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0527



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Representative Rohrabacher:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are :roubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

1n Russia.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Dana Rohrabacher
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0545



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Steve:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
=

The Honorable Steven R. Rothman
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3009




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Representative Salmon:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religiocus life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
TR Clkou—
The Honorable Matt Salmon

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0301



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Bernie:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I loock
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Bernard Sanders
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4501



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Jan:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
T
The Honorable Janice D. Schakowsky

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 208515-1309



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Brad:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

o

The Honorable Brad Sherman
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0524



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Representative Smith:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,
T, Gl

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3004

-



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
Augqust 4, 2000

Dear John:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

The Honorable John F. Tierney
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2106



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Mark:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

=™
The Honorable Mark Udall

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0602



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Henry:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation. :

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Henry A. Waxman
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0529



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Anthony:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look

forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,
=
The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3209



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 4, 2000

Dear Robert:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in -
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

I share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia‘’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press

in Russia.

Sincerely,

T

The Honorable Robert Wexler
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0919



The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
House of Representatives

1233 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3704

The Honorable Howard L. Berman
House of Representatives

2330 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0526

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin
House of Representatives

104 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2003

The Honorable Peter Deutsch
House of Representatives

204 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0920

The Honorable Eliot L. Engel

House of Representatives

2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3217

The Honorable Mark Foley

House of Representatives

113 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0916

The Honorable Richard A. Gephardt
Democratic Leader

House of Representatives

1226 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2503

The Honorable Tim Holden

House of Representatives

1421 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3806

The Honorable Gary L. Ackerman
House of Representatives

2243 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1602

The Honorable Sherrod Brown
House of Representatives

328 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3513

The Honorable Gary A. Condit
House of Representatives

2445 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1518

The Honorable Julian C. Dixon
House of Representatives

2252 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0532

The Honorable Lane Evans

House of Representatives

2335 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1317

The Honorable Martin Frost

House of Representatives

2256 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4324

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings
House of Representatives

1039 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0923

The Honorable Rush Holt

House of Representatives

1630 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3012

The Honorable Shelley Berkley
House of Representatives
1505 Longworth House Office Building

‘Washington, D.C. 20515-2801

The Honorable Lois Capps

House of Representatives

1118 Longworth house Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0522

The Honorable Joseph Crowley

House of Representatives

1517 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3207

The Honorable Lloyd Doggett
House of Representatives

126 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4310

The Honorable Bob Filner

House of Representatives

330 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0550

The Honorable Sam Gejdenson

House of Representatives

1401 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0702

The Honorable Joseph Hoeffel

House of Representatives

1229 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3813

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer

House of Representatives

1705 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2005



The Honorable Tom Lantos

House of Representatives

2217 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0512

The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney
House of Representatives

1330 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3214

The Honorable James P. McGovemn
House of Representatives

512 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2103

The Honorable Jerrold Nadler

House of Representatives

2448 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3208

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

House of Representatives

2457 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0508

The Honorable James E. Rogan
House of Representatives

502 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0527

The Honorable Mart Salmon
House of Representatives

115 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0301

The Honorable Brad Sherman

House of Representatives

1524 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0524

The Honorable Sander M. Levin
House of Representatives

2209 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2212

The Honorable Edward J. Markey
House of Representatives

2133 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2107

The Honorable Cynthia A. McKinney
House of Representatives

124 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1004

The Honorable Grace Flores Napolitano
House of Representatives

1407 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0534

The Honorable Joseph R. Pitts
House of Representatives

504 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3816

The Honorable Dana Rohrabacher
House of Representatives

2338 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0545

The Honorable Bernard Sanders
House of Representatives

2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4501

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
House of Representatives

2370 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3004

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
House of Representatives

2421 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3218

The Honorable Robert T. Matsui
House of Representatives

2308 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0505

The Honorable Robert Menendez
House of Representatives

405 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3013

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
House of Representatives

420 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3006

The Honorable John Edward Porter
House of Representatives

2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1310

The Honorable Steven R. Rothman
House of Representatives

1607 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3009

The Honorable Janice D. Schakowsky
House of Representatives

515 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1309

The Honorable John F. Tiemey
House of Representatives

120 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-2106



The Honorable Mark Udall

House of Representatives

128 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0602

The Honorable Robert Wexler

House of Representatives

1609 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0919

The Honorable Henry A. Waxman
House of Representatives

2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0529

The Honorable Anthony D. Weiner
House of Representatives

501 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3209
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 2, 2000
ACTION

I GG s

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGW-Q/ Ls) /00O
CHARLES M. BraInoMB Sonni i

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence

Purpose

Respond to letter from 52 Members of Congress regarding the
Gusinskiy case.

Background

Representative Henry Waxman and fifty-one colleagues wrote to
urge you to express concerns about the arrest of Vliadimir
Gusinskiy and pressure on Russia’s independent media. Your
response expresses appreciation for their advocacy on behalf of
independent media in Russia and highlights the prominence of
this issue during your visit to Moscow.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letters at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letters to Members of Congress
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



Ly &,

Congress of the Tnited States
Bouse of Representatibes
SHashington, DC 20515

June 185, 2000

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to express our deep concern about the sudden arrest in Moscow of
Vladimir Gusinsky, owner of Media-Most, which is one of Russia’s only national independent
news outlets.

Mr. Gusinsky’s arrest, only weeks after masked officers of the Russian Federal Security
Service carrying assault weapons raided Media-Most headquarters, is a serious escalation of the
Russian'Government’s pattern of assaults on independent journalists and media that are critical of
President Putin’s administration. As you know, he was taken into custody on the evening of June
13 and is being held incommunicado at one of Moscow’s most brutal prisons. While we have no
knowledge of the evidence against hirn, we are concerned that this harsh weatment does not
follow any norms of due process or respect for human rights.

Moreover, considering the history of anti-Sernitism in Russia, we fear that the targeting of
Mr. Gusinsky, who is President of the Russian Jewish Congress, may be a threat to the Russian
Jewish commuuity at large. We hope that these events and recent attacks by government-run
media do not represent the Russian governiment’s intent to interfere in the internal affairs of the
Jewish commmumiry.

During your recent visit to Moscow, your discussions with President Putin and your
appearance on Media-Most owned radio show Echo Moskvy (Echo of Moscow) underscored
your personal commitment to promoting freedom of the press in Russia. We believe, therefore,
that your intervention at the early stages of this crisis is important.

We request that you personally convey to President Putin U.S. concern regarding the
integrity of an independent media in Russia, the safety of the Russian Jewish community, and the
human rights of Mr. Gusinsky. We also request that the United States take action as a member of
the Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to invoke the special Human
Dimension mechanism to require Russia to formally justify Mr. Gusinsky’s arrest. We believe that
the U.S. should seek cooperation from other OSCE countries on the enforcement of this
mechanism.  Immediate bilateral and mulrilateral diplomatic action will be necessary for a swift
resolution of this urgent situation.
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Richard A. Gephard Gary L. Ackerman
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Lane Evans
Member of Congress

Eliot Engel
Member of Congress

Dana Rohrabacher Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress Member of Congress

N

1Mhes P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Thank you for your consideration of our interest in this matter. We look forward to your

response.
Sincerely,
A W Tom Lantos < Sam Gejdenson
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
ohn E. Porter Christopher H. Smith Nancy Pelosi
ember of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
Alcee L. Hastings Nita M. Lowey e D. Schakowsky ﬁ
Member of Congtess Member of Congress Member of Congress
ATVN uc\vw
oward L. Berman Martin Frost
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Vo S sy Qe

Peter Deutsch Steven R. Rothiman ce F. Napolitan
Member of Congress Member of Congress mber of CongreSs
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Bob Filner
Member of Congress
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE
NSC Executive Secretariat

FROM: KAY CASSTEVENS
Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in
drafting the responses.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:

1) Sen. Jesse Helms (R-SC) and Rep. Benjamin A. Gilman (R-
NY), concerning the President’s recent meeting with
Russian President Vladimir Putin and the current
situation in Belarus;

2) Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA) and seven other Senators,
concerning the President’s upcoming meeting with King
Mohammed VI of Morocco and the United Nation’s efforts
to secure a democratic referendum for self-
determination in Western Sahara;

3) Rep. Julia M. Carson (D-IN), concerning workers’ rights
in China;

4) Rep. Joseph R. Pitts (R-PA) and twenty-one other
Members of Congress, concerning the United Nation’s
efforts to secure a democratic referendum for self-
determination in Western Sahara;

5) Rep. John F. Tierney (D-MA), concerning the National
Missile Defense system (NMD);

6) Rep. Edolphus Towns (D-NY), concerning the President’s
recent meeting with Argentina President Fernando de la
Rua and the case of the Buenos Aires Yoga School (BAYS)
in Buenos Airesy Argentina; and,
[
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7) Rep. Henry A. Waxman (D-CA) and fifty-one other Members
of Congress, concerning the recent arrest in Moscow of
Vladimir Gusinsky, owner of Media-Most, one of Russia’s
only national independent news outlets.

Enclosures



4086
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL REDO

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504
July 19, 2000
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH : MARK MEDISH MCM
cD Fiv
FROM: CHRIS STRICKLAND AND ANDREW WEISS
SUBJECT: Response to Representative Henry Waxman and other

Members of Congress on Gusinskiy Case

Representative Henry Waxman and fifty-one other Members of
Congress wrote the President to express concern over the arrest
of Vladimir Gusinskiy and its implications for Russian press
freedoms. The response highlights our public and private
handling of the issue.

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on June 15, 2000.

Aol b

Concurrence by: \Mark Tavlarides, Steve Naplan,
David Stockwell

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum for the President at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Letters to Members of Congress
Tab B Incoming Correspondence



4086

THE WHITE HOUSE ‘3/2/00
WASHINGTON d?bt Office of the Staff Secretar
Iraog; Rxec ‘e
August 2, 2000 ‘\l?c Sec
ACTION !:1'. Pre-clearaace Jk fL12 F/&
»
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Date of Letters -0
FROM : SAMUEL BERG%M‘\Q/ g
CHARLES M. RAIN(W‘B
SUBJECT : Congressional Correspondence

Purgose

Respond to letter from 52 Members of Congress regarding the
Gusinskiy case.

Background

Representative Henry Waxman and fifty-one colleagues wrote to
urge you to express concerns about the arrest of Vladimir
Gusinskiy and pressure on Russia’s independent media. Your
response expresses appreciation for their advocacy on behalf of
independent media in Russia and highlights the prominence of
this issue during your visit to Moscow.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letters at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letters to Members of Congress
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Henry:

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic
transformation.

- 1 share your concern about recent threats to Russia’s independent
media and discussed this issue at length during my trip to Russia
and during my meeting with President Putin at Okinawa. I
emphasized to President Putin that the international community is
watching the Gusinskiy case very closely and that Russia’s friends
are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in recent
months. I also stressed the importance of religious freedom and
safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious life in post-
Communist Russia.

The July 27 decision to drop criminal charges and a foreign travel
ban against Mr. Gusinskiy was a welcome signal regarding respect
for freedom of the press, the rule of law, and due process in
Russia. As I made clear publicly, I do not believe people should
be arrested because of what they say in their role as members of
the press. We will continue to work hard on behalf of democratic
principles, human rights, and media freedom in Russia.

Again, thank you for writing on this important issue. I look
forward to continued joint efforts to support freedom of the press
in Russia.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Henry A. Waxman
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0529




Bash, Brooks L. (EXSEC)

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Weiss, Andrew S. (RUE)

Tuesday, August 01, 2000 8:29 AM

Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)

@RUSSIA - Russia/Ukraine; @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary; @WWD - West Wing Desk;
Bash, Brooks L. (EXSEC)

RE: PCKG 4086: Cong Letter [UNCLASSIFIED]

The official USG-style spelling is Gusinskiy. Thanks.

----- Original Message-----

From: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)

Sent: Monday, July 31, 2000 9:13 PM

To: Weiss, Andrew S. (RUE)

Cc: @RUSSIA - Russia/Ukraine; @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary; @WWD - West Wing Desk; Bash, Brooks L. (EXSEC)
Subject: RE: PCKG 4086: Cong Letter [UNCLASSIFIED]

Re: Gusinskiy Case

Andrew: Revised package received in ExecSec this evening. Also thanks for providing the additional letters, but Staff
Secretary has not "pre-cleared"” the letter yet.

| will check with Brooks in the a.m. concerning whether these changes warrant a return to WH Leg for clearance.

Speiling: noted is a difference in the spelling of Gusinskiy -- incoming letter spells "Gusinsky" -- perhaps someone has
already mentioned this before -- but wanted to check.

June

----- Original Message-----

From: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)

Sent: Saturday, July 28, 2000 1:27 PM

To: Weiss, Andrew S. (RUE)

Cc: @RUSSIA - Russia/Ukraine; @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary; @WWD - West Wing Desk
Subject: PCKG 4086: Cong Itr -- Status check [UNCLASSIFIED]

Andrew:

Package is approved by NSC/WH Leg, but we are waiting on pre-clearance of letter by Staff Secretary. | will pull
copy back from Staff Secretary and send you the the original package back with the diskette for updating.

June
----- Original Message-----
From: Weiss, Andrew S. (RUE)
Sent: Saturday, July 29, 2000 1:21 PM

To: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
Cc: @RUSSIA - Russia/Ukraine
Subject: Status check [UNCLASSIFIED]

Do you know if package 4086 is still in the Front Office? It's a POTUS response to Rep. Waxman regarding
Gusinskiy case. If it's not too late, we should pull it back for update about this week's developments. Thanks.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Henry: ///////’

Thank you for your letter regarding the arrest of Russian media
executive Vladimir Gusinskiy and the status of press freedom in
Russia. I believe that the development of independent media is
one of the most important elements of Russia’s democratic

transformation. +h_é;$m§b74292

I share your concern about receht threats to Russia’s
independent media and discussgd -his issue at length during my
trip to Russia and during my /meeting with President Putin at
Okinawa. I emphasized to President Putin that the international
community is watching ssue very closely and that Russia’s
friends are troubled by signs that media freedoms have eroded in
recent months. I also stressed the importance of religious
freedom and safeguarding the remarkable flowering of religious
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will continue to work =
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Again, thank you for writing on :-his important issue. I look
forward to continued joint effor:s to support freedom of the
press in Russia.

Siicerely,

The Honorable Henry A. Waxman
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0529
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keeping with Russian law. We—are—=alseo —
disappointed  by—the decis on by} Russian
authorities noet—to-allew im—full freedom to
travel abread.—

Again, thank you for writ:ng on this important
issue. I look forward to continued joint efforts
to support freedom of the press in Russia.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Henry A. Waxnan
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0529



\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////A

N

acionorricer: WEASS  Losnumeer _ 0BG
pue pate: _~3\bl. |

DATE STAFFED: _~J\AdA . 2D

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO:

] PRESIDENT

] NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR

FrRom: _\NAYwau , €ral

PREPARE A RESPONSE FOR THE PRESIDENT’S OR NATIONAL SECURITY
ADVISOR'S SIGNATURE WITHIN 10 DAYS. IF ALETTER DOES NOT REQUIRE A
RESPONSE, PLEASE RETURN IT TO RECORDS MANAGEMENT (RM 379) WITH
THIS FORM, ANNOTATED ACCORDINGLY.

Nt



