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J u l y 20, 1998 

Mr. Samuel R. Berger 
A s s i s t a n t t o the President f o r 
Na t i o n a l S e c u r i t y A f f a i r s 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Sandy: 

Last week, former Secretary of Defense Don Rumsfeld and 
several other members of the Commission t o Assess the B a l l i s t i c 
M i s s i l e Threat t o the United States held a c l a s s i f i e d b r i e f i n g 
f o r Senators on the Commission's r e p o r t . During t h i s b r i e f i n g , 
Secretary Rumsfeld stressed t h a t commercial exchanges and 
technology t r a n s f e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y from countries l i k e Russia and 
China, have g r e a t l y increased the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of b a l l i s t i c 
m i s s i l e technology t o countries l i k e I r a n , I r a q and North Korea. 

As an example, Secretary Rumsfeld used a c l a s s i f i e d chart of 
e n t i t i e s i n Russia t h a t have c o n t r i b u t e d t o Iran's b a l l i s t i c 
m i s s i l e development program. I asked whether i n the Commissions's 
view these e n t i t i e s had continued t o provide assistance t o I r a n 
a f t e r the January 22 of t h i s year, the date of the so - c a l l e d 
Chernomyrdin decree. Secretary Rumsfeld responded t h a t 
assistance from these Russian e n t i t i e s had i n f a c t continued 
since January 22. 

I wanted t o share t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h you because I t h i n k 
i t w i l l r e i n f o r c e views of Senators regarding the veto o v e r r i d e 
of The I r a n M i s s i l e P r o l i f e r a t i o n Sanctions Act. 

Sincerely, 

Carl Levin 
Ranking M i n o r i t y Member 
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