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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 11, 1997

Dear Carolyn:

Thank you for your letter asking that I raise with President
Yeltsin the effort to account for cur POW/MIA’s from the Korean
War. While we did not discuss this issue in our recent meeting,
I have spoken on several occasions to President Yeltsin and other
leaders regarding the importance of POW/MIA accounting.

As you note, it is especially difficult for the families of those
lost or missing in wartime to close that chapter of their lives
unless there is an accounting of their loved one. That is why I
have urged the Defense Department to intensify its efforts to
account for Korean War POW/MIA’s. This task is much more
difficult than that we undertook regarding the Vietnam War and
requires extensive archival research. Unfortunately, we do not
have ready access to the documents we need, most of which are
stored in North Korea. We hope to send an archival research team
to North Korea this summer, and we have already gained valuable
information from the joint commission with Russia, which was
established to undertake archival research regarding Russia’s
role in the POW/MIA issue

I encourage you to advise your constituent to contact the Defense
Department’s POW/MIA Office for assistance with her individual
case.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3204



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 11, 1997

Dear Representative King:

Thank you for your letter asking that I raise with President
Yeltsin the effort to account for our POW/MIA’s from the Korean
War. While we did not discuss this issue in our recent meeting,
I have spoken on several occasions to President Yeltsin and other
leaders regarding the importance of POW/MIA accounting.

As you note, it is especially difficult for the families of those
lost or missing in wartime to close that chapter of their lives
unless there is an accounting of their loved one. That is why I
have urged the Defense Department to intensify its efforts to
account for Korean War POW/MIA’s. This task is much more
difficult than that we undertook regarding the Vietnam War and
requires extensive archival research. Unfortunately, we do not
have ready access to the documents we need, most of which are
stored in North Korea. We hope to send an archival research team
to North Korea this summer, and we have already gained valuable
information from the joint commission with Russia, wnich was
established to undertake archival research regarding Russia’s
role in the POW/MIA issue.

I encourage you to advise your constituent to contact the Defense
Department’s POW/MIA Office for assistance with her individual
case.

Sincerely,

%

The Honorable Peter T. King
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3203
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 10, 1997
BLTION P ’ '97 APR 10 PH5:42
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Y
V4 L
FROM: SAMUEL R. BERGE% i
JOHN HILLEY © -
SUBJECT: Congressional Letter on Korean War POW/MIA's

Purpose

To reply to a Congressional letter asking you to raise the Korean
War POW/MIA issue with President Yeltsin.

Background

Representatives Carolyn McCarthy and Peter King of New York wrote
asking you to raise with President Yeltsin the issue of Korean
War POW/MIA’s who may have been moved from North Korea to Russia.
The letter references a constituent’s MIA brother who reportedly
was seen in a Russian prison camp.

The task of accounting for Korean POW/MIA’s 1s a complex one,
which the Department of Defense’s office of POW/MIA research has
been undertaking aggressively for many years. One element of
that effort has been the work of the commission we set up with
Russia to research outstanding questions, with particular
emphasis on live-sighting cases.

Your reply thanks the Representatives for their interest in this
issue, affirms your commitment to seek an accounting of the
Korean War POW/MIA’s and encourages the Representatives to put
their constituent in contact with the Department of Defense
POW/MIA team.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letters at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letters to McCarthy and King
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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Congress of the EUnited States

Bouge of Repregentatives
Washington, BL 20515

March 18, 1997 MAR 24 :M9:53

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write today to respectfully request that during your
upcoming trip to Helsinki you raise the issue of American POW/MIAs
with Russian President Boris Yeltsin.

As you know, the POW/MIA issue is vitally important to our
Nation’s veterans and their families. Over the years there has been
considerable evidence indicating that American POWs in Korea were
taken to Russia. This was confirmed by President Yeltsin several
years ago even though he subsequently retracted his remarks.

The families of the Korean War POW/MIAs have suffered a
tremendous amount of grief because they have still not received
closure regarding the status of their loved ones. This is
particularly true of a constituent of ours in Nassau County, Irene
Mandra, whose brother, Philip Mandra, was sighted in a Russian prison
camp.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

-

e

ETER T. KING (?LNY)




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 24, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR JOYCE HARMON

FROM:

S8UBJECT:

ACTING NSC Executive BSecretariat

susaN Brormy 2%
Legislative Affairs

Presidential Correspondence

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in
drafting a response.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please feel free to call Chris Walker at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)

9)

Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) and Rep. Peter T. King (R-
NY), concerning last week's summit in Helsinki;

Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-CO), concerning
certification of Mexico;

Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) and others, concerning nuclear
and chemical weapons;

Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-IL), concerning the peace
process in the 71 °dle East;

Rep. Curt Weldon (R-PA), concerning the 1997 ACOPS
Global Conference;

Rep. Robert Menendez (D-NJ), concerning international
drug trafficking and Mexico;

Rep. Thomas M. Foglietta (D-PA), concerning the
democ_-atic process in Haiti;

Sen. Wendell H. Ford (D-KY), concerning White House
staffers Al Maldon, Colonel Gordy L. Bendick, and Bob
Bell;

Rep. Gil Gutknecht (R-MN), concerning softwood lumber
shipments from Canada;



10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-KY), concerning international
drug trafficking and Mexico; B

Sen. Trent Lott (R-MS), concerning the Chemical Weapons
Convention;

Rep. F. James Sensenbrerner, Jr. (R-WI) and Rep. George
E. Brown, Jr. (D-CA), concerning Russia and the

International Space Station;

Rep. Newt Gingrich (R-GA) and others, concerning
military arms sales to Latin America; and,

Rep. Jack Quinn (R-NY) and others, concerning US-
Mexican border trucking restrictions.

Enclosures
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

April 1, 1997

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

FROM: SANDRA J. KRISTOFFM L(

SUBJECT: Congressional Letter to President

Representatives McCarthy and King wrote asking the President to
raise with Yeltsin the issue of Korean War POW/MIA’s who may have
been moved to Russia.

The proposed reply thanks McCarthy and King for their interest
and confirms the importance of accounting for Americans lost or
missing in the Korean War.

o
Concurrence by: William Danvers

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I.

Atrtachments
Tab I Memo to the President
Tab A Letter to Congress
Tab B Incoming Correspondence



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Carolyn:

Thank you for your letter asking that I raise with
Yeltsin the effort to account for our POW/MIA’s frgm the Korean
War. While we did not discuss this issue in our fecent meeting,
I have spoken on several occasions to President Xeltsin and other
leaders regarding the importance of POW/MIA acgbunting.

As you note, 1t is especially difficult for £he families of those

lost or missing in wartime to close that clfapter of their lives

unless there is an accounting of their loxed one. That is why I

have urged the Defense Department to inténsify its efforts to

account for Korean War POW/MIA’s. Thig task is much more

difficult than that we undertook regafding the Vietnam War, and
requires extensive archival researc Unfortunately, we do not

have ready access to the doguments/we need, most of which are

stored in North Korea. Werhope tp an archival research team to

North Korea in the summer,/ and readywWhave gained valuable Rj(;
information from the joint complssion we set up with Russia to
undertake archival research rggarding its role in the POW/MIA

issue.

I encourage you to advise/your constituent to contact the Defense
Department’s POW/MIA Offfce for assistance with her individual
case.

Sincerely,

The Hon
House
Was

able Carolyn McCarthy
f Representatives _
ngton, D.C. 20515-3204



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative King:

Thank you for your letter asking that I raise wi President
Yeltsin the effort to account for our POW/MIA’s /from the Korean
War. While we did not discuss this issue in ofdr recent meeting,
I have spoken on several occasions to President Yeltsin and other
leaders regarding the importance of POW/MIA /Accounting.

As you note, it is especially difficult fgr the families of those
lost or missing in wartime to close that/chapter of their lives
unless there is an accounting of their /loved one. That is why I
have urged the Defense Department to intensify its efforts to
account for Korean War POW/MIA’s. This task is much more
difficult than that we undertook rggarding the Vietnam War, and
requires extensive archival reseaych. Unfortunately, we do not
have ready access to the documenfs we need, most of which are
stored in North Korea. We hope to an archival research team to
North Kecrea in the summer, and already have gained valuable
information from the joint mmission we set up with Russia to
undertake archival researcy{ regarding its role in the POW/MIA
issue.

I encourage you to adyise your constituent to contact the Defense
Department’s POW/MIA/Office for assistance with her individual
case.

Sincerely,

Honorable Peter T. King
ouse of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3203



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL R. BERGER
JOHN HILLEY

SUBJECT: Congressional Letter on Korean War POW/MIA's

Purpose

To reply to a Congressional letter asking yvou t6 raise the Korean

War POW/MIA issue with President Yeltsin.

Background

Representatives Carolyn McCarthy and Petey King of New York wrote
asking you to raise with President Yeltsin the issue of Korean

War POW/MIA’s who may have bheen moved om North Korea to Russia.
The letter references a constituent’s MIA brother who reportedly
was seen 1in a Russian prison camp.

The task of accounting for Korean
which the Department of Defense’
been undertaking aggressively £
that effort has been the work gf the commission we set up with
Russia to research outstanding questions, with particular
emphasis on live-sighting cgses.

OW/MIA’s is a complex one,
office of POW/MIA research has
many years. One element of

Your reply thanks the Repfesentatives for their interest 1in this
issue, affirms your comitmet to seek an accounting of the
Korean War POW/MIA’s ayd encourages the Representatives toV

their constituent 3 n contact with the Department of Defense
POW/MIA team.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign e letters at Tab A.

tters to McCarthy and King
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of staff



Unfortunately, we do not have ready access to the documents we
need, most of which are stored in North Korea. We hope to send
an archival research team to North Korea this summer,-ahd we have
already gained valuable information from the joint commission
with Russia, which was established to undertake archival research
regarding Russia’s role in the POW/MIA issue.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative King:
Thank you for your letter asking that ralse with President
Yeltsin the effort to account for ouY POW/MIA’s from the Korean
War. While we did not discuss this/issue in our recent meeting,
I have spoken on several occasiong’ to President Yeltsin and othe L@LJQ
leaders regarding the importance/of POW/MIA accounting. {WL

‘L vrta o

ifficult for the familles of those
close that chapter of their lives
unless there 1is an accounti of their loved one. That is why I
have urged the Defense Depagttment to intensify its efforts to
account for Korean War POW/MIA's This task i1s much more
difficult than that we u dertook regarding the Vietnam War and
regquires extensive archy&ai res a;ch*‘\ggéi\‘ nately, we do not
have ready access to e documents we nee€ most of which are
stored in NorE@ Korea. e\féigﬁ’ﬁkchival r¢ésearch team to
North Korea “Semicié summer, and - Fained valuable
information from the joint commission with Russia, to
undertake archival research regaryding }t§ role An the POW/MIA
issue. K ﬂMm

As you note, 1t is especially
lost or missing in wartime t

I encourage you to advise your ¢onstituent to contuct the Defense
Department’s POW/MIA Office for{assistance with her\individual

‘\\

ca e
\Sincerely, /
\
/
“ pd L)
The Honorable Peter T. King /ﬂlym

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3203



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Carolyn:

Thank you for your letter asking that I r
Yeltsin the effort to account for our P
War. While we did not discuss this 1is
I have spokxen on several occasions t
leaders regarding the importance of

se with President
/MIA's from the Korean

e 1n our recent meeting,
President Yeltsin and other
OW/MIA accounting.

As you note, 1t is especially difficult for the families of those
lost or missing in wartime to cYose that chapter of their lives
unless there is an accounting 4f their loved one. That is why I
have urged the Defense Deparyment to intensify its efforts to
account for Korean War POW/MIA’s. This task is much more
difficult than that we ungértock regarding the Vietnam War and
requires extensive archiyal research. Unfortunately, we do not
have ready access to t most of which are
stored in North Korea 1l research team to
North Korea in the s e gained wvaluable
information from t joint commissidn we set up with Russia to
undertake archival/research regarding its role in the POW/MIA
issue. .

I encourage yod to advise your constituenX to contact the Defense
Department’s POW/MIA Office for assistanceyith her individual

case. :
d~
. .
Sincerely, e(/

The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3204



